Walter William Herbert Encyclopedia
Article

Walter William Herbert

The following sections of this BookRags Literature Study Guide is offprint from Gale's
For Students Series: Presenting Analysis, Context, and Criticism on Commonly Studied
Works: Introduction, Author Biography, Plot Summary, Characters, Themes, Style,
Historical Context, Critical Overview, Criticism and Critical Essays, Media Adaptations,
Topics for Further Study, Compare & Contrast, What Do | Read Next?, For Further
Study, and Sources.

(c)1998-2002; (c)2002 by Gale. Gale is an imprint of The Gale Group, Inc., a division of
Thomson Learning, Inc. Gale and Design and Thomson Learning are trademarks used
herein under license.

The following sections, if they exist, are offprint from Beacham's Encyclopedia of
Popular Fiction: "Social Concerns”, "Thematic Overview", "Techniques", "Literary
Precedents”, "Key Questions", "Related Titles", "Adaptations”, "Related Web Sites".
(c)1994-2005, by Walton Beacham.

The following sections, if they exist, are offprint from Beacham's Guide to Literature for
Young Adults: "About the Author"”, "Overview", "Setting", "Literary Qualities”, "Social
Sensitivity", "Topics for Discussion”, "ldeas for Reports and Papers". (¢)1994-2005, by
Walton Beacham.

All other sections in this Literature Study Guide are owned and copyrighted by
BookRags, Inc.



%BOOKRAGS

Contents

Walter William Herbert Encyclopedia ArtiCIe. .. oo eeieeeeeeeeieeeeeieeeeenne

(O0] 01 (=) 11 YT T T T T T T T T T

Walter William HEIDEM . ..ottt ettt ettt e et eiieeeieeieienns




A

DX:I BOOKRAGS

Walter William Herbert

1934-
English Explorer and Writer

Walter William Herbert, also known as Wally Herbert, led the first surface crossing of the
Arctic Ocean from Alaska, via the North Pole, to Spitzbergen, Norway. In addition to that
historic journey, which took place in the late 1960s, he has led and participated in
numerous exploratory trips in the Arctic and Antarctic regions. Among these was the first
circumnavigation of Greenland by dog sledge and skin boat, a feat undertaken during
the late 1970s.

Herbert was born on October 24, 1934, the son of Walter and Helen Herbert, in York,
England. Educated in Lichfield, Staffordshire, England, he served in the Royal
Engineers of the British army from 1952 to 1955. After his military service ended, he
embarked on the first of his many trips to the far reaches of the planet, as a surveyor on
the Falkland Islands Dependencies Survey from 1955 to 1958.

In 1960 Herbert was part of an expedition to Lapland and Spitzbergen, and from 1960 to
1962 worked as a surveyor with the New Zealand Antarctic Expedition. He spent the
years that followed planning and preparing for his trans-Arctic expedition, and from
1966 to 1967 tested equipment and techniques in northwestern Greenland. Then came
his great Arctic trek, which Britain's Prince Philip—Herbert's patron—described as
"among the greatest triumphs of human skill and endurance."

In 1969, after he returned to England, Herbert married Marie McGaughey, a writer, and
they had two children. In 1971 he was back in the frozen north, leading an expedition to
northwestern Greenland to make a film about polar Eskimos. This project lasted nearly
two years; then, in 1975, he led an expedition to Lapland. During the following years, he
prepared for his circumnavigation of Greenland by dog sledge and skin boat, which he
completed in the period from 1977 to 1979. He also led several short expeditions to
Greenland in the early 1980s.

Herbert published his first book, A World of Men, in 1969, and has produced a number
of works since, including Across the Top of the World (1969), The Last Great Journey
on Earth (1971), and the novel A Noose of Laurels (1989). Both a mountain range and a
plateau in the Antarctic have been named for him, as has a range of mountains in the
Arctic.
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