
Tv Dinners Encyclopedia Article

Tv Dinners

The following sections of this BookRags Literature Study Guide is offprint from Gale's 
For Students Series: Presenting Analysis, Context, and Criticism on Commonly Studied 
Works: Introduction, Author Biography, Plot Summary, Characters, Themes, Style, 
Historical Context, Critical Overview, Criticism and Critical Essays, Media Adaptations, 
Topics for Further Study, Compare & Contrast, What Do I Read Next?, For Further 
Study, and Sources.

(c)1998-2002; (c)2002 by Gale. Gale is an imprint of The Gale Group, Inc., a division of 
Thomson Learning, Inc. Gale and Design and Thomson Learning are trademarks used 
herein under license.

The following sections, if they exist, are offprint from Beacham's Encyclopedia of 
Popular Fiction: "Social Concerns", "Thematic Overview", "Techniques", "Literary 
Precedents", "Key Questions", "Related Titles", "Adaptations", "Related Web Sites". 
(c)1994-2005, by Walton Beacham.

The following sections, if they exist, are offprint from Beacham's Guide to Literature for 
Young Adults: "About the Author", "Overview", "Setting", "Literary Qualities", "Social 
Sensitivity", "Topics for Discussion", "Ideas for Reports and Papers". (c)1994-2005, by 
Walton Beacham.

All other sections in this Literature Study Guide are owned and copyrighted by 
BookRags, Inc.



Contents
Tv Dinners Encyclopedia Article                                                                                                       ...................................................................................................  1

Contents                                                                                                                                          ......................................................................................................................................  2

Tv Dinners                                                                                                                                       ...................................................................................................................................  3

2



Tv Dinners
Introduced in the 1930s, General Foods offered the first proto-TV dinner, which was a 
frozen Irish stew. Successfully reaching a larger market, Swanson manufactured pot 
pies in 1951, and followed four years later with their mass-marketed "TV Dinners." The 
first TV Dinner was turkey with cornbread dressing, peas, and sweet potatoes; other 
varieties like Salisbury steak, ham, and chicken quickly followed.

These frozen dinners reflected changes in cultural patterns. Americans bought 70 
million TV Dinners in 1955, 214 million in 1960, and 2 billion in 1994. The first meals 
were indeed meant to be eaten in front of the television, a relatively new technology in 
American homes at mid-twentieth century. To satiate larger appetites, Swanson 
introduced the "Hungry Man's Dinner" in 1972, and changed the generic name from "TV
Dinner" to "Frozen Dinner." Producers of frozen dinners in the 1980s and 1990s 
reflected shifting preoccupations with foods, emphasizing low-calorie yet upscale meals
—calling their products Lean Cuisine, Budget Gourmet, and Le Menu—and making 
cooking times even shorter by utilizing the microwave oven.

A TV Dinner
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