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Styron, William (1925—)

The novels of William Styron have won major literary awards, received tremendous
popular attention, and been the subject of controversy. Styron's two best known novels,
The Confessions of Nat Turner (1967) and Sophie's Choice (1979), deal respectively
with an American slave rebellion and the holocaust. The Confessions of Nat Turner,
based on a documented revolt by slaves in Virginia's Tidewater area in 1831, won the
Pulitzer Prize, yet sparked much hostile criticism from black writers and critics. Many
charged Styron with historical falsification while others believed it was unconscionable
for a white novelist to presume to enter the mind of a black slave. Sophie's Choice, set
in post-World War Il Brooklyn, is the story of an Auschwitz survivor who is plagued by
horrible memories and caught in a turbulent love relationship. Styron has also
chronicled his battle with depression in a memoir, Darkness Visible (1992).
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