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Southern, Terry (1924-1995)

Texas-born writer Terry Southern is best remembered for the wildly written satires—
usually featuring a Candide-esque heroine—that earned him acclaim in the early 1960s.
Southern also cut a wide swathe through the 1960s film world. His writing on Dr.
Strangelove (1964) and Easy Rider (1969) earned him two Academy Award
nominations and helped define the rebelliousness and paranoia of that era. But by all
accounts, Southern's exposure to Hollywood had an unwholesome effect. By 1970, his
fictional output had slowed to a trickle. What he did publish belied the promise of his
early work. Silent for the next two decades, in 1992 he published Texas Summer, a
poorly received autobiographical novel. At his death he left behind more than 40
unproduced screenplays and an unpublished spoof of Virgin Records, titled Virgin.
While many found his writing sophomoric, Southern had a special gift for unmasking
hypocrisy, and while he used it, he was among the funniest writers working.
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