Sedimentation Encyclopedia Article

Sedimentation

The following sections of this BookRags Literature Study Guide is offprint from Gale's
For Students Series: Presenting Analysis, Context, and Criticism on Commonly Studied
Works: Introduction, Author Biography, Plot Summary, Characters, Themes, Style,
Historical Context, Critical Overview, Criticism and Critical Essays, Media Adaptations,
Topics for Further Study, Compare & Contrast, What Do | Read Next?, For Further
Study, and Sources.

(c)1998-2002; (c)2002 by Gale. Gale is an imprint of The Gale Group, Inc., a division of
Thomson Learning, Inc. Gale and Design and Thomson Learning are trademarks used
herein under license.

The following sections, if they exist, are offprint from Beacham's Encyclopedia of
Popular Fiction: "Social Concerns”, "Thematic Overview", "Techniques", "Literary
Precedents”, "Key Questions", "Related Titles", "Adaptations”, "Related Web Sites".
(€)1994-2005, by Walton Beacham.

The following sections, if they exist, are offprint from Beacham's Guide to Literature for
Young Adults: "About the Author”, "Overview", "Setting", "Literary Qualities”, "Social
Sensitivity", "Topics for Discussion”, "ldeas for Reports and Papers". (¢)1994-2005, by
Walton Beacham.

All other sections in this Literature Study Guide are owned and copyrighted by
BookRags, Inc.



&“’)BOOKRAGS

Contents

Sedimentation ENCYCIOPEIa ATTICIE. ...,

(O0] 01 (=) 11 YT T T T T T T T T T

SO M BN ATION . ettt ettt ettt et te it ee it ie it ee i ieaeaes




('ux_Ll)BOOKRAGS

Sedimentation

The deposition of material suspended in a liquid. Sedimentation is normally considered
a function of water deposition of the finer soil separates of sand, silt, and clay, but it
may also include organic debris. Sometimes this is referred to as the siltation process,
although there may be other fractions of material present other than silt. The term can
be applied to wind-transported sediments as well. Sedimentation can be both harmful
and beneficial. River and stream channels, reservoirs, and other water bodies may be
degraded because of the deposition of sediment materials. Many of the most important
food- and fiber-producing soils of the world have been developed from the deposition of
fine particulates by both water and wind. In some cases, large topographic land forms
are the result of long-term sedimentation processes.
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