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Richard Il

1367-1400

English king who in 1388 established the first sanitary laws in his country. Son of
Edward the Black Prince and grandson of Edward Ill, whom he succeeded as king in
1377, Richard initially ruled through regents. During his reign, Wat Tyler's Rebellion
(1381) was brutally suppressed in spite of efforts by the youthful king to end the trouble
peaceably. In a 1399 struggle with Henry of Bolingbroke, the future Henry IV, he was
deposed and placed in prison, where he died a year later. Richard's wife, Queen Anne
(1366-1394), invented the sidesaddle.
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