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Pharmacology

In its broadest sense, pharmacology can be defined as the science dealing with
interactions between living systems and mole-cules—in particular, chemicals (i.e.,
drugs)—usually introduced from outside the system. This definition also includes
medical pharmacology, which is the science of drugs used to prevent, diagnose, and
treat disease. Also included are the important roles played by chemicals in the
environment that can cause disease, as well as the use of certain chemicals as
molecular probes for the study of normal biochemistry and physiology. Toxicology is the
branch of pharmacology that deals with the undesirable (i.e., toxic) effects of chemicals
in biological systems.
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