
Organ Encyclopedia Article

Organ

The following sections of this BookRags Literature Study Guide is offprint from Gale's 
For Students Series: Presenting Analysis, Context, and Criticism on Commonly Studied 
Works: Introduction, Author Biography, Plot Summary, Characters, Themes, Style, 
Historical Context, Critical Overview, Criticism and Critical Essays, Media Adaptations, 
Topics for Further Study, Compare & Contrast, What Do I Read Next?, For Further 
Study, and Sources.

(c)1998-2002; (c)2002 by Gale. Gale is an imprint of The Gale Group, Inc., a division of 
Thomson Learning, Inc. Gale and Design and Thomson Learning are trademarks used 
herein under license.

The following sections, if they exist, are offprint from Beacham's Encyclopedia of 
Popular Fiction: "Social Concerns", "Thematic Overview", "Techniques", "Literary 
Precedents", "Key Questions", "Related Titles", "Adaptations", "Related Web Sites". 
(c)1994-2005, by Walton Beacham.

The following sections, if they exist, are offprint from Beacham's Guide to Literature for 
Young Adults: "About the Author", "Overview", "Setting", "Literary Qualities", "Social 
Sensitivity", "Topics for Discussion", "Ideas for Reports and Papers". (c)1994-2005, by 
Walton Beacham.

All other sections in this Literature Study Guide are owned and copyrighted by 
BookRags, Inc.



Contents
Organ Encyclopedia Article                                                                                                              ..........................................................................................................  1

Contents                                                                                                                                          ......................................................................................................................................  2

Organ                                                                                                                                               ...........................................................................................................................................  3

2



Organ
An organ is a multicellular, multitissue part of an animal or plant, which forms a discrete 
structural and functional unit. (Tissues are formed of many cells that are similar in 
structure and function, and are bound together as a unit by intercellular material.)

Large, advanced animals have many kinds of organs. Some examples include: arteries 
and veins, bones, the brain, eyes, the heart, intestines, kidneys, the liver, ovaries and 
testes, the skin, and the stomach. Some of these are organized into functional 
complexes known as organ systems, such as the digestive system that is responsible 
for processing and absorbing nutrients from food, and in typical mammals is composed 
of the stomach, large and small intestine, and organs that synthesize and secrete 
digestive enzymes, such as the pancreas. Another example is the skeletal system, 
which is composed of numerous bones.

Plants also have many kinds of organs, such as leaves, stems, roots, and the various 
parts of flowers. An example of an organ system in a higher plant is a flower, which 
(depending on the species) may be composed of stamens (which are composed of 
anthers and a filament), pistils (containing stigma, style, and ovary), petals, bracts, and 
receptacle.
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