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Mamet, David (1947—)

One of the most important American playwrights of the twentieth century, David Mamet
is the voice of the common man—or even criminal—in the theater. He has been
acclaimed for his gritty depictions of con men, thieves, and other morally bereft
characters whose language is rife with the kind of stuttering, pausing, and obscenities
that occur in real-life conversation. Despite the spartan phrasing and lack of eloquence
in the dialogue, the staccato rhythm ends up flowing naturally, making Mamet's dialogue
unique, though he is sometimes roughly compared to fellow author Harold Pinter.
Mamet was awarded the Pulitzer Prize for drama in 1984 for Glengarry Glen Ross, the
tale of shady salesmen in a cutthroat real estate sales office. He has also cultivated a
career in feature films as a screenwriter, director, and sometimes producer.
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