
Macdonald, John D. (1916-1986) 
Encyclopedia Article

Macdonald, John D. (1916-1986)

The following sections of this BookRags Literature Study Guide is offprint from Gale's 
For Students Series: Presenting Analysis, Context, and Criticism on Commonly Studied 
Works: Introduction, Author Biography, Plot Summary, Characters, Themes, Style, 
Historical Context, Critical Overview, Criticism and Critical Essays, Media Adaptations, 
Topics for Further Study, Compare & Contrast, What Do I Read Next?, For Further 
Study, and Sources.

(c)1998-2002; (c)2002 by Gale. Gale is an imprint of The Gale Group, Inc., a division of 
Thomson Learning, Inc. Gale and Design and Thomson Learning are trademarks used 
herein under license.

The following sections, if they exist, are offprint from Beacham's Encyclopedia of 
Popular Fiction: "Social Concerns", "Thematic Overview", "Techniques", "Literary 
Precedents", "Key Questions", "Related Titles", "Adaptations", "Related Web Sites". 
(c)1994-2005, by Walton Beacham.

The following sections, if they exist, are offprint from Beacham's Guide to Literature for 
Young Adults: "About the Author", "Overview", "Setting", "Literary Qualities", "Social 
Sensitivity", "Topics for Discussion", "Ideas for Reports and Papers". (c)1994-2005, by 
Walton Beacham.

All other sections in this Literature Study Guide are owned and copyrighted by 
BookRags, Inc.



Contents
Macdonald, John D. (1916-1986) Encyclopedia Article                                                                    ................................................................  1

Contents                                                                                                                                          ......................................................................................................................................  2

Macdonald, John D. (1916-1986)                                                                                                     .................................................................................................  3

2



Macdonald, John D. (1916-1986)
Known as the creator of the bestselling Travis McGee series of detective novels, John 
D. MacDonald gained most of his fame and fortune from writing paperback originals. He
moved into paperbacks in 1950, after turning out stories for the pulps since leaving the 
service in 1946. The pulps were fading away in the postwar years, while 25 cent books 
were burgeoning, and the prolific MacDonald was able to take advantage of this 
growing new market. Between his first hardboiled thriller, The Brass Cupcake, in 1950 
and his first McGee novel, The Deep Blue Goodbye, in 1964, he'd written over 40 
novels. He went on to publish many more, including a total of 21 featuring McGee. 
Many of them were bestsellers. MacDonald was a good writer, respected by readers, 
reviewers, and fellow writers alike, and he always managed to inject considerable social
criticism into his books. McGee, who owned a boat and lived in Florida, was himself a 
sort of floating private eye.
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