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Low-Level Radioactive Waste
Low-level radioactive waste consists of materials used in a variety of medical, 
industrial, commercial, and research applications. They tend to release a low level of 
radiation that dissipates in a relatively short period of time. Although care must be taken 
in handling such materials, they pose little health or environmental risk. Among the most
common low level radioactive materials are rags, papers, protective clothing, and 
filters. Such materials are often stored temporarily in sealed containers at their use site.
They are then disposed of by burial at one of three federal sites: Barnwell, South 
Carolina, Beatty, Nevada, or Hanford, Washington.
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