
John Duns Scotus Encyclopedia Article

John Duns Scotus

The following sections of this BookRags Literature Study Guide is offprint from Gale's 
For Students Series: Presenting Analysis, Context, and Criticism on Commonly Studied 
Works: Introduction, Author Biography, Plot Summary, Characters, Themes, Style, 
Historical Context, Critical Overview, Criticism and Critical Essays, Media Adaptations, 
Topics for Further Study, Compare & Contrast, What Do I Read Next?, For Further 
Study, and Sources.

(c)1998-2002; (c)2002 by Gale. Gale is an imprint of The Gale Group, Inc., a division of 
Thomson Learning, Inc. Gale and Design and Thomson Learning are trademarks used 
herein under license.

The following sections, if they exist, are offprint from Beacham's Encyclopedia of 
Popular Fiction: "Social Concerns", "Thematic Overview", "Techniques", "Literary 
Precedents", "Key Questions", "Related Titles", "Adaptations", "Related Web Sites". 
(c)1994-2005, by Walton Beacham.

The following sections, if they exist, are offprint from Beacham's Guide to Literature for 
Young Adults: "About the Author", "Overview", "Setting", "Literary Qualities", "Social 
Sensitivity", "Topics for Discussion", "Ideas for Reports and Papers". (c)1994-2005, by 
Walton Beacham.

All other sections in this Literature Study Guide are owned and copyrighted by 
BookRags, Inc.



Contents
John Duns Scotus Encyclopedia Article                                                                                           .......................................................................................  1

Contents                                                                                                                                          ......................................................................................................................................  2

John Duns Scotus                                                                                                                            ........................................................................................................................  3

2



John Duns Scotus
c. 1266-1308

Scottish philosopher and theologian who helped establish the framework for the 
scientific method by distinguishing between causal laws and empirical generalizations. 
The author of numerous works, including commentaries on Aristotle, Duns Scotus 
outlined a philosophical theory that came to be known as Scotism, in opposition to the 
Thomism of Thomas Aquinas and his adherents. Among the notions put forth by Duns 
Scotus was the idea that matter, as matter, has some verifiable existence and reality all 
its own. The stubbornness and obstructionism of his followers, in the face of the 
changes associated with the Renaissance, led to the coining of the term "dunce" to 
describe someone unable or unwilling to recognize an obvious fact.
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