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| Was a Teenage Werewolf is generally considered the first of a genre of horror films
targeting teenage audiences. The birth of this genre can be attributed to television,
drive-in theaters, and the rise of suburbia. Because adults in the 1950s were content to
stay home and watch television, teenagers became the marketing targets of the motion
picture industry. The film was the brainchild of 29-year-old producer, Herman Cohen.
American International Pictures (AIP) released the film to much notoriety. In this very
conservative and frightened era, parents and even the federal government felt the
delinquency depicted in the film would promote the same type of behavior offscreen—
there were government investigations which attempted to prove this. All this negative
publicity brought teenagers to see the film in droves—it became AIP's biggest money
maker of 1957 and spawned a series of films putting a different spin on the original title.
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