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Hurricane

Hurricanes, called typhoons or tropical cyclones in the Far East, are intense cyclonic
storms which form over warm tropical waters, and generally remain active and strong
only while over the oceans. Their intensity is marked by a distinct spiraling pattern of
clouds, very low atmospheric pressure at the center, and extremely strong winds
blowing at speeds greater than 74 mph (120 kph) within the inner rings of clouds.
Typically when hurricanes strike land and move inland, they immediately start to
disintegrate, though before they do they bring widespread destruction of property and
loss of life. The radius of such a storm can be 100 mi (160 km) or greater.
Thunderstorms, hail, and tornados frequently are imbedded in hurricanes.

Hurricanes occur in every tropical ocean except the South Atlantic, and with greater
frequency from August through October than any other time of year. The center of a
hurricane is called the eye. It is an area of relative calm, few clouds and higher
temperatures, and represents the center of the low pressure pattern. Hurricanes usually
move from east to west near the tropics, but when they migrate poleward to the mid-
latitudes they can get caught up in the general west to east flow pattern found in that
region of the earth.
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