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Heritage Conservation and Recreation 
Service
The Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service (HCRS) was created in 1978 as an 
agency of the U. S. Department of the Interior (Secretarial Executive Order 3017) to 
administer the National Heritage Program initiative of President Carter. The new agency
was an outgrowth of and successor to the former Bureau of Outdoor Recreation. The 
HCRS resulted from the consolidation of some 30 laws, executive orders and 
interagency agreements that provided federal funds to states, cities and local 
community organizations to acquire, maintain, and develop historic, natural and 
recreation sites. HCRS focused on the identification and protection of the nation's 
significant natural, cultural and recreational resources. It classified and established 
registers for heritage resources, formulated policies and programs for their preservation,
and coordinated federal, state and local resource and recreation policies and actions. In
February 1981 HCRS was abolished as an agency and its responsibilities were 
transferred to the National Park Service.
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