
Happy Hour Encyclopedia Article

Happy Hour

The following sections of this BookRags Literature Study Guide is offprint from Gale's 
For Students Series: Presenting Analysis, Context, and Criticism on Commonly Studied 
Works: Introduction, Author Biography, Plot Summary, Characters, Themes, Style, 
Historical Context, Critical Overview, Criticism and Critical Essays, Media Adaptations, 
Topics for Further Study, Compare & Contrast, What Do I Read Next?, For Further 
Study, and Sources.

(c)1998-2002; (c)2002 by Gale. Gale is an imprint of The Gale Group, Inc., a division of 
Thomson Learning, Inc. Gale and Design and Thomson Learning are trademarks used 
herein under license.

The following sections, if they exist, are offprint from Beacham's Encyclopedia of 
Popular Fiction: "Social Concerns", "Thematic Overview", "Techniques", "Literary 
Precedents", "Key Questions", "Related Titles", "Adaptations", "Related Web Sites". 
(c)1994-2005, by Walton Beacham.

The following sections, if they exist, are offprint from Beacham's Guide to Literature for 
Young Adults: "About the Author", "Overview", "Setting", "Literary Qualities", "Social 
Sensitivity", "Topics for Discussion", "Ideas for Reports and Papers". (c)1994-2005, by 
Walton Beacham.

All other sections in this Literature Study Guide are owned and copyrighted by 
BookRags, Inc.



Contents
Happy Hour Encyclopedia Article                                                                                                     .................................................................................................  1

Contents                                                                                                                                          ......................................................................................................................................  2

Happy Hour                                                                                                                                      ..................................................................................................................................  3

2



Happy Hour
Happy hour is the two-hour period before dinner when bars offer discounted alcoholic 
beverages. In the 1920s, "happy hour" was Navy slang for the scheduled period of 
entertainment on-ship. After the passage of the Volstead Act, civilians held "cocktail 
hours" at speakeasies, and in their own homes, to fortify themselves before dinner. 
Post-prohibition cocktail lounges continued the custom of pre-dinner cocktails. "Happy 
hour" became a common term around 1960; it appeared in a 1959 Saturday Evening 
Post article on military life. Owing its name to the word "happy" as meaning "slightly 
drunk," happy hour became known more as an after-work ritual, instead of a prelude to 
the evening. In the 1980s, bars offered complimentary hors d'oeuvres for happy hour, in 
response to the heightened enforcement of anti-drunk-driving laws. The military 
reflected these changes too, when in 1984, General John A. Wickham, Jr. abolished 
happy hours at United States military base clubs.
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