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Diversity of Major Groups
The diversity, or variety, of animal species in the major groups is staggering. Scientists 
currently recognize more than one million species of animals, and this number does not 
include all species of bacteria, archae, and protozoa. Invertebrates make up 95 percent 
of the more than one million known species. Arthropods—spiders, horseshoe crabs, 
crustaceans, insects, centipedes, millipedes, and scorpions—are the most successful 
phylum in the animal kingdom. Arthropods account for 80 percent of all known species 
of animals. Insects are the most successful arthropods. Scientists estimate that there 
are one billion insects for each human on Earth!

Graphic representation of the wide diversity of life forms on Earth.

See Also

Biological Evolution; Phylogenetic Relationship of Major Groups.
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