Attribute Encyclopedia Article

Attribute

The following sections of this BookRags Literature Study Guide is offprint from Gale's
For Students Series: Presenting Analysis, Context, and Criticism on Commonly Studied
Works: Introduction, Author Biography, Plot Summary, Characters, Themes, Style,
Historical Context, Critical Overview, Criticism and Critical Essays, Media Adaptations,
Topics for Further Study, Compare & Contrast, What Do | Read Next?, For Further
Study, and Sources.

(c)1998-2002; (c)2002 by Gale. Gale is an imprint of The Gale Group, Inc., a division of
Thomson Learning, Inc. Gale and Design and Thomson Learning are trademarks used
herein under license.

The following sections, if they exist, are offprint from Beacham's Encyclopedia of
Popular Fiction: "Social Concerns”, "Thematic Overview", "Techniques", "Literary
Precedents”, "Key Questions", "Related Titles", "Adaptations”, "Related Web Sites".
(€)1994-2005, by Walton Beacham.

The following sections, if they exist, are offprint from Beacham's Guide to Literature for
Young Adults: "About the Author”, "Overview", "Setting", "Literary Qualities”, "Social
Sensitivity", "Topics for Discussion”, "ldeas for Reports and Papers". (¢)1994-2005, by
Walton Beacham.

All other sections in this Literature Study Guide are owned and copyrighted by
BookRags, Inc.



&“’)BOOKRAGS

Contents

Attribute ENCYCIOPEAIA ANtICIE . .. ieieiiiieeiieieiie ettt eeieaenne

(O0] 01 (=) 11 YT T T T T T T T T T

A IOUL . ettt ettt ettt ii ettt ieeieiieieaiens




('ux_Ll)BOOKRAGS

Attribute

An attribute is a characteristic or a property that is inherent in an application. A myriad of
attributes exist in word processing, database systems, database management
systems, and DOS operating systems.

In a word processing application, for example, an underlined word can be described as
having the underline attribute. In database systems, a field on which data is organized
can have various attributes. For example, if the field contains numeric data, then it can
be described as having the numeric attribute. In database management systems, the
term attribute can be used as a synonym for field. And, in DOS systems, every file has
file attributes that indicate several properties of the file. For example, the attributes can
indicate whether or not the file is read-only, whether or not it requires backing up, or
whether or not the file is visible or hidden.

Attributes are also operative in the HyperText Markup Language (HTML), where they
are represented as a so-called attribute object. For example, the attribute NAME sets
or retrieves the name of the object.
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