
Animal Encyclopedia Article

Animal

The following sections of this BookRags Literature Study Guide is offprint from Gale's 
For Students Series: Presenting Analysis, Context, and Criticism on Commonly Studied 
Works: Introduction, Author Biography, Plot Summary, Characters, Themes, Style, 
Historical Context, Critical Overview, Criticism and Critical Essays, Media Adaptations, 
Topics for Further Study, Compare & Contrast, What Do I Read Next?, For Further 
Study, and Sources.

(c)1998-2002; (c)2002 by Gale. Gale is an imprint of The Gale Group, Inc., a division of 
Thomson Learning, Inc. Gale and Design and Thomson Learning are trademarks used 
herein under license.

The following sections, if they exist, are offprint from Beacham's Encyclopedia of 
Popular Fiction: "Social Concerns", "Thematic Overview", "Techniques", "Literary 
Precedents", "Key Questions", "Related Titles", "Adaptations", "Related Web Sites". 
(c)1994-2005, by Walton Beacham.

The following sections, if they exist, are offprint from Beacham's Guide to Literature for 
Young Adults: "About the Author", "Overview", "Setting", "Literary Qualities", "Social 
Sensitivity", "Topics for Discussion", "Ideas for Reports and Papers". (c)1994-2005, by 
Walton Beacham.

All other sections in this Literature Study Guide are owned and copyrighted by 
BookRags, Inc.



Contents
Animal Encyclopedia Article                                                                                                             .........................................................................................................  1

Contents                                                                                                                                          ......................................................................................................................................  2

Animal                                                                                                                                              ..........................................................................................................................................  3

2



Animal
Animals are multicellular, heterotrophic eukaryotes. Because animals are unable to 
make their own food, they must have some means of ingesting food. They do this by 
consuming plants, other animals, or decomposing organic matter, or by absorbing 
nutrients directly from a host. Animals typically store food reserves in their body as 
glycogen. Animals have nerve tissues to gain information about the environment and 
muscle tissue to allow them to move. They have membrane-bound cells that lack rigid 
walls. Most animals reproduce sexually and spend most of their life cycle as diploid 
organisms. These are the characteristics that generally separate animals from other 
groups.

Comparison of basic characteristics of plants and animals.

By this definition the first animals appeared on Earth in the Precambrian oceans over 
500 million years ago. Since that time animals have evolved into many diverse forms. 
Some of those forms have become extinct while others continue to thrive. At the start of 
the twenty-first century, more than one million species of animals are known on Earth, 
with more being discovered all the time. Animals are grouped into about thirty-five 
phyla. Over 95 percent of the animal species lack a vertebral column and are called 
invertebrates.

Animals are found in nearly all environments on Earth. The oceans are home to the 
largest number of animal phyla. Freshwater environments are home to a large number 
of phyla, but those environments are not as diverse as the oceans. Terrestrial 
environments have the smallest number of animal phyla.
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