
Acetaminophen Encyclopedia Article

Acetaminophen

The following sections of this BookRags Literature Study Guide is offprint from Gale's 
For Students Series: Presenting Analysis, Context, and Criticism on Commonly Studied 
Works: Introduction, Author Biography, Plot Summary, Characters, Themes, Style, 
Historical Context, Critical Overview, Criticism and Critical Essays, Media Adaptations, 
Topics for Further Study, Compare & Contrast, What Do I Read Next?, For Further 
Study, and Sources.

(c)1998-2002; (c)2002 by Gale. Gale is an imprint of The Gale Group, Inc., a division of 
Thomson Learning, Inc. Gale and Design and Thomson Learning are trademarks used 
herein under license.

The following sections, if they exist, are offprint from Beacham's Encyclopedia of 
Popular Fiction: "Social Concerns", "Thematic Overview", "Techniques", "Literary 
Precedents", "Key Questions", "Related Titles", "Adaptations", "Related Web Sites". 
(c)1994-2005, by Walton Beacham.

The following sections, if they exist, are offprint from Beacham's Guide to Literature for 
Young Adults: "About the Author", "Overview", "Setting", "Literary Qualities", "Social 
Sensitivity", "Topics for Discussion", "Ideas for Reports and Papers". (c)1994-2005, by 
Walton Beacham.

All other sections in this Literature Study Guide are owned and copyrighted by 
BookRags, Inc.



Contents
Acetaminophen Encyclopedia Article                                                                                               ...........................................................................................  1

Contents                                                                                                                                          ......................................................................................................................................  2

Acetaminophen                                                                                                                                ............................................................................................................................  3

2



Acetaminophen
One of several medications used to reduce fever and other general symptoms of 
illness, such as body aches and headache.

Acetaminophen, sold without a prescription from a physician, is one of several 
medications used to treat fever and to relieve pain and general illness symptoms. (Other
medications of this type, known as antipyretic, or fever-reducing, agents are aspirin and 
ibuprofen. Aspirin may cause stomach upset, and is associated with Reye syndrome, 
and is therefore not recommended for children in most situations.) Acetaminophen may 
be purchased in generic form, and under several trade names, such as Panadol®, 
Tempra®, and Tylenol®. Dosage of all medications—including acetaminophen—should 
be determined by a child's weight, not his or her age. However, unless a child is 
exceptionally under- or overweight for his or her age, it is generally safe to follow the 
age/weight/dosage charts provided on the acetaminophen product label. In general, 
babies under the age of three months should not be given acetaminophen—or any 
other medication—without consulting a physician first. For children, acetaminophen 
comes in liquid form, in elixir (syrup) form for the toddler, in chewable tablets for the 
preschool child, and in tablets or capsules to be swallowed for older children and adults.

In the accompanying table, dosages are given in milliliters (ml); 5 ml equals 1 teaspoon 
(tsp.). Dosage may be repeated every four hours, but should not be given more than 
five times per 24-hour period.
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