Abba Encyclopedia Article
Abba

The following sections of this BookRags Literature Study Guide is offprint from Gale's
For Students Series: Presenting Analysis, Context, and Criticism on Commonly Studied
Works: Introduction, Author Biography, Plot Summary, Characters, Themes, Style,
Historical Context, Critical Overview, Criticism and Critical Essays, Media Adaptations,
Topics for Further Study, Compare & Contrast, What Do | Read Next?, For Further
Study, and Sources.

(c)1998-2002; (c)2002 by Gale. Gale is an imprint of The Gale Group, Inc., a division of
Thomson Learning, Inc. Gale and Design and Thomson Learning are trademarks used
herein under license.

The following sections, if they exist, are offprint from Beacham's Encyclopedia of
Popular Fiction: "Social Concerns”, "Thematic Overview", "Techniques", "Literary
Precedents”, "Key Questions", "Related Titles", "Adaptations”, "Related Web Sites".
(€)1994-2005, by Walton Beacham.

The following sections, if they exist, are offprint from Beacham's Guide to Literature for
Young Adults: "About the Author”, "Overview", "Setting", "Literary Qualities”, "Social
Sensitivity", "Topics for Discussion”, "ldeas for Reports and Papers". (¢)1994-2005, by
Walton Beacham.

All other sections in this Literature Study Guide are owned and copyrighted by
BookRags, Inc.



&“’)BOOKRAGS

Contents




A

DX:I BOOKRAGS

Abba

Associated with the disco scene of the 1970s, the Swedish quartet ABBA generated
high charting hits for an entire decade, and for years trailed only the Volvo motor
company as Sweden's biggest export. Comprised of two romantic couples—Bjorn
Ulvaeus and Agnetha Faltskog, and Benny Andersson and Frida Lyngstad—ABBA
formed in the early 1970s under the tutelage of songwriter Stig Anderson and scored
their first success with "Waterloo" in 1974. From that point on, ABBA blazed a trail in
pop sales history with "Dancing Queen," "Voulez Vous," "Take a Chance on Me," and
many other infectious singles, spending more time at the top of United Kingdom charts
than any act except the Beatles. Although the group (as well as the Andersson-Lyngstad
marriage) dissolved in the early 1980s, ABBA's legion of fans only grew into a new
generation. Notably, ABBA was embraced by many gay male fans. Songs like "Dancing
Queen" practically attained the status of gay anthems.
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