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Essay

In the Nun's Priest's Tale, every character is satirized in the story except for the single 
ideal character, the widow. All the other characters such as Chanticleer, Lady Pertelote, 
and the fox were all satirized. These Characters were mainly satirized to poke fun at the
swelled pride knights and the idea of courtly love, and how egocentric these ideas really
were.

The story starts out with an overly perfect description of Chanticleer, and how he was a 
beautiful rooster, and how well he could sing. This shows partly how Chanticleer thinks 
about himself, which almost leads to his death.

That night Chanticleer has a terrifying dream. He dreams a fox comes and eats him. 
Now when he tells this to Lady Pertelote, (who has loved him since he was seven days 
old), she called him a coward, and immediately wants nothing to do with him. This 
shows how deep this "courtly love" really goes. She explains that the dream was 
probably something that he ate, and was nothing more than a nightmare.

Well of course Chanticleer, the self-absorbed rooster he is, is not going to let his pride 
get destroyed like that. He fights back and gives many examples about people who 
have payed no heed to dreams and it costed them later. But when Chanticleer is done, 
you can see he is just rambling on to save his pride, because at the end of his 
explanation, he says, "I defy all visions and dreams!" totally contradicting his idea he 
had just a few minutes ago.

When the fox does come to Chanticleer's house, you would think that after that dream, 
Chanticleer would have nothing to do with this fox. But once again, Chanticleer's pride 
comes into play. The fox knows he has a giant ego, and uses it to his advantage. He 
flatters the rooster, and tells Chanticleer what he wanted to hear. So Chanticleer comes 
out and the fox catches him in his mouth.

Chanticleer finally starts to understand what his pride is doing to him. He knows he can't
do this again. But he uses the fox's tactics to his benefit by flattering him. He flatters the 
fox into opening his mouth and Chanticleer flies into a tree. The fox tries to tempt his 
pride again, but Chanticleer is starting to learn from his previous follies, and doesn't 
come down.
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