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LETTERS FROM OUR YOUNG FRIENDS.

DEAR EDITOR: 

I have been taking THE GREAT ROUND WORLD for two weeks,
and think it fine.

I thought I would ask you a few questions, as I knew you would
be glad to answer them.  Is England in favor of Turkey or Greece?
and will United States ever help Cuba?

Yours respectfully,
LEONARD O.
SOMERVILLE, MASS.

DEAR LEONARD: 

You have asked us the two questions that are puzzling the wisest heads of Europe and 
America.

Europe wants to know what England will do, and with whom she is siding; and all 
America wants to know whether we are going to help Cuba.

THE GREAT ROUND WORLD only claims to tell its readers what has happened.  The 
Editor does not profess to be a prophet, and able to foretell events.

We are glad to answer any questions that we can, but you have given us two difficult 
conundrums that we cannot solve.  Better luck next time.

THE EDITOR.

INVENTION AND DISCOVERY.

NEW ROAD TO ELECTRICITY.—A paper was read recently before the New York 
Electrical Society on the subject of a new method of producing electricity.

[Illustration]

The discoverer of this process is Mr. Willard E. Case.  He has been working for ten 
years on this subject, and recently showed the results of his labors to the scientific men 
assembled to hear him.
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Mr. Case claims that his discovery, when it is worked out to its conclusion, will mean a 
new motor or driving force to do the world’s work, in place of steam, and he insists that 
the new force will be much cheaper than any now in use.

Mr. Case has found a means of generating electricity without the use of heat.  It has 
long been known that there was a terrible waste of electrical energy through the use of 
heat.  The method of producing it by galvanic batteries was impossible for large electric 
plants, because the zinc that had to be used was too expensive.

The great point of Mr. Case’s discovery lies in the fact that he has succeeded in doing 
with carbon, and without heat, what the galvanic battery does with zinc.

He is very modest about his invention, and says that at the present moment it has no 
practical value whatever; but that to scientists a way has been opened which will lead 
them into a new field of thought; and that, when his discovery has been worked out, and
applied to practical methods, tremendous results will be achieved.

* * * * *

A BIG PYTHON.—A story comes from St. Augustine, Fla., of the capture of a huge 
python by Walter Ralston, a young man who was employed in the Smithsonian 
Institution in Washington.

Some weeks ago a story was told of the wreck of a ship carrying a circus, and that the 
big python had escaped, and was in Rock Key, off the Florida coast.
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Mr. Ralston determined to go and catch the horrid reptile, so he went down to Florida 
and tried to secure guides.

He had great difficulty in doing so, for the whole country was in terror of the snake, and 
no one wanted to take the risk of hunting him.

At last Mr. Ralston found men, and landed at the Key.

They found the snake coiled up on the body of a small doe he had caught.  The Indians 
immediately ran away.  But Mr. Ralston was not in the least afraid, and, boldly 
approaching, tried to put a bag over the python’s head.

[Illustration]

The reptile avoided the bag, and struck at him, catching its fangs in his coat, and in a 
moment had twisted its tail around him, and was crushing him to death in its horrid 
folds.

He shouted for help, but the Indians were at first too scared to come to his aid.  At last 
one ventured near, and laid hold of the serpent’s tail; and the others helping, they 
succeeded in unwinding the reptile and getting Mr. Ralston out of its clutches.  He was 
more dead than alive, but even then would not give up the chase.  As soon as he was 
sufficiently recovered they started after the python once more.  And two of the Indians 
managing to engage the creature’s attention, Mr. Ralston slipped the bag over its head, 
and it was caught.

It struggled desperately for a long time, frightening the whole party nearly out of their 
wits lest it should get away.  But at last they had it safe; and binding it tightly they 
carried it off.

G.H.R.

BOOK REVIEWS.

Charles Scribner’s Sons, Fifth Avenue, New York, have sent us one of the most 
fascinating books to write to THE GREAT ROUND WORLD boys about.

Dan Beard’s American Boy’s Book of Sport.

No one but a boy could have written such a tip-top boy’s book.  Dan Beard is a boy, and
has been a boy for thirty or more years, and always will be a boy even if he lives twice 
thirty years more.  In this book of his he has put a host of good things that we boys need
every day.
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Spring, Summer, Autumn, and Winter games; how to play marbles; make and fly kites; 
make a boat, and sail it, too; how to fish, skate, shoot, and swim, and hundreds of other 
things are in this book of books—and all are told as only a boy can tell boys.

It is not filled with impossible games that you never wish to play, impossible kites that 
you cannot fly, boats that you cannot row or sail, ways of swimming that you cannot 
learn to swim, or kinds of fishing that you cannot fish, but is just filled cram full, from 
cover to cover, with just what you will wish to know if you want to keep on being noble, 
strong, manly boys.

We cannot say all that we would wish to in this short space, but you can find out all 
about it by writing to Mr. Moffat, care of Charles Scribner’s Sons.  Ask him for a full 
catalogue.  This will be sent free to any reader of the GREAT ROUND WORLD.
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* * * * *

=THE FAMOUS

“X RAY” PICTURES=

Copies of the very interesting Roentgen or “X Ray” photographs can be obtained now 
from The Great Round World.

These famous photographs are mounted on cards, size 11 x 14 inches, and are from 
selected negatives made by

    PROF.  M.I.  PUPIN, of Columbia University, New York,

    DR. A.W.  GOODSPEED, of University of Pennsylvania, and

    DR. W.F.  MAGIE, of Princeton College.

A selection of 39 different subjects is offered.

* * * * *

=PRICE, 50 CENTS EACH, (to yearly subscribers of The Great Round World, 40 cents 
net).=

* * * * *

Address all orders to THE GREAT ROUND WORLD, or

    =William Beverley Harison
    3 & 5 West 18th Street New York City=

* * * * *

Great Round World Polisher

    =Will take rust off your wheel, will polish your skates, your
    gun, your fishing-reel—any and every polished metal surface can
    be kept clean with it. .. .. .. .. .. ..=

* * * * *

It will polish knives—can be used as a knife sharpener.  Put up in small packages 
convenient to carry in your bicycle tool-bag; full directions with each package.
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=BEWARE OF IMITATIONS.  THIS POLISHER IS FULLY WARRANTED BY “THE 
GREAT ROUND WORLD."= If it does not do all that we say, and a great deal more, we 
will refund amount paid at any time. =CHEAP AND DURABLE=—will remain good until 
last morsel is used up. =NON-POISONOUS!!=

Every boy or girl, man or woman, can use it safely.

* * * * *

=Price, 25 cents (13 two-cent stamps), postage paid to any address.=

* * * * *

=CAN BE OBTAINED BY ALL FIRST-CLASS DEALERS.=

* * * * *

    WILLIAM BEVERLEY HARISON,
    5 West 18th Street, New York City.

* * * * *

=EVERY PACKAGE BEARS THIS NAME.=

* * * * *

NOTICE.

Booksellers and Newsdealers

will furnish at price advertised any book named in GREAT ROUND WORLD, or copies 
of =The Great Round World=. =Subscriptions=, either single or in quantity, or at club 
rates, may be placed with booksellers or newsdealers in any town.  We allow them 
commission on =all such business=, that our customers may be promptly and 
satisfactorily served.  If your bookseller or newsdealer does not keep THE GREAT 
ROUND WORLD call his attention to this notice, and ask him to write to

    =WILLIAM BEVERLEY HARISON, 3 & 5 W. 18th Street,
    NEW YORK CITY.=
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