Wolfgang Haken Biography

Wolfgang Haken

The following sections of this BookRags Literature Study Guide is offprint from Gale's
For Students Series: Presenting Analysis, Context, and Criticism on Commonly Studied
Works: Introduction, Author Biography, Plot Summary, Characters, Themes, Style,
Historical Context, Critical Overview, Criticism and Critical Essays, Media Adaptations,
Topics for Further Study, Compare & Contrast, What Do | Read Next?, For Further
Study, and Sources.

(c)1998-2002; (c)2002 by Gale. Gale is an imprint of The Gale Group, Inc., a division of
Thomson Learning, Inc. Gale and Design and Thomson Learning are trademarks used
herein under license.

The following sections, if they exist, are offprint from Beacham's Encyclopedia of
Popular Fiction: "Social Concerns”, "Thematic Overview", "Techniques", "Literary
Precedents”, "Key Questions", "Related Titles", "Adaptations”, "Related Web Sites".
(€)1994-2005, by Walton Beacham.

The following sections, if they exist, are offprint from Beacham's Guide to Literature for
Young Adults: "About the Author”, "Overview", "Setting", "Literary Qualities”, "Social
Sensitivity", "Topics for Discussion”, "ldeas for Reports and Papers". (¢)1994-2005, by
Walton Beacham.

All other sections in this Literature Study Guide are owned and copyrighted by
BookRags, Inc.



&“’)BOOKRAGS

Contents

Wolfgang HaKen BiOGraDNV. ...ttt ettt ettt ee et ieeieeeieiieienas

(O0] 01 (=) 11 YT T T T T T T T T T

BlOO AIDNY ittt e it et ieeiiieenaes




A

DX:I BOOKRAGS

Biography

Wolfgang Haken is most known for his work on three dimensional manifolds. Such is his
prominence in this field that three dimensional manifolds are often referred to as Haken
manifolds. Haken has also published extensively on four color map theorem, a branch
of graph theory. In 1976 he produced a complete solution for the four color map
theorem, this was the first major theorem to be proven using a computer.

Wolfgang Haken was born in Berlin in 1928. He attended university in Kiel where he
studied mathematics, philosophy and physics, eventually receiving his doctorate in
1953. From 1954 to 1962 Haken worked for Siemens in Munich, this was in the
research and development section, specialising in the application of microwave
technology. At this time Haken was still carrying out research in mathematics and his
discovery of a mathematical technique for discovering if a knot is knotted or not resulted
in an invitation to become a visiting professor at the University of lllinois. In 1965 he was
given a full chair at the University of Illinois. In 1990 he was made a member of the
Center for Advanced Study in the United States and in 1993 he was given an honrary
doctorate from Frankfurt University.

Haken is still active in his research interests in has maintained links with the University
of lllinois where he is emeritus professor.
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