
Seki Kowa Biography

Seki Kowa

The following sections of this BookRags Literature Study Guide is offprint from Gale's 
For Students Series: Presenting Analysis, Context, and Criticism on Commonly Studied 
Works: Introduction, Author Biography, Plot Summary, Characters, Themes, Style, 
Historical Context, Critical Overview, Criticism and Critical Essays, Media Adaptations, 
Topics for Further Study, Compare & Contrast, What Do I Read Next?, For Further 
Study, and Sources.

(c)1998-2002; (c)2002 by Gale. Gale is an imprint of The Gale Group, Inc., a division of 
Thomson Learning, Inc. Gale and Design and Thomson Learning are trademarks used 
herein under license.

The following sections, if they exist, are offprint from Beacham's Encyclopedia of 
Popular Fiction: "Social Concerns", "Thematic Overview", "Techniques", "Literary 
Precedents", "Key Questions", "Related Titles", "Adaptations", "Related Web Sites". 
(c)1994-2005, by Walton Beacham.

The following sections, if they exist, are offprint from Beacham's Guide to Literature for 
Young Adults: "About the Author", "Overview", "Setting", "Literary Qualities", "Social 
Sensitivity", "Topics for Discussion", "Ideas for Reports and Papers". (c)1994-2005, by 
Walton Beacham.

All other sections in this Literature Study Guide are owned and copyrighted by 
BookRags, Inc.



Contents
Seki Kowa Biography                                                                                                                       ...................................................................................................................  1

Contents                                                                                                                                          ......................................................................................................................................  2

Biography                                                                                                                                         .....................................................................................................................................  3

2



Biography
Until the seventeenth century, mathematics in Japan was a subject known almost 
exclusively among the upper class. Like art, music, and poetry, it was primarily a leisure 
time activity with little practical application. That situation was changed by Seki Kowa, 
also known as Seki Takakazu, a man whose influence was so powerful that he 
eventually became known as the Sacred Mathematician.

Very little information about Seki's life is available. He is thought to have been born in 
Huzioka, Japan, in about 1642 to the Nagaakira family. He was adopted by the Seki 
family, however, and took their name. One fact that is known about his life is that he 
worked in the office of clothing and furnishings in the Tokugawa shoguante. He died in 
the city of Edo (now Tokyo) on October 24, 1708.

Seki was a remarkable mathematician who made a number of discoveries that, 
unknown to him, had already been made in Europe. He probably made other 
discoveries before those of his European contemporaries. For example, he apparently 
found a method for solving linear equations even earlier than did the German 
mathematician Gottfried Leibniz, who is usually given credit for its discovery.

Seki also developed a method for calculating the value of pi () and obtained a result that
is correct to 18 places. He learned how to use rectangles to estimate the length of an 
arc and cubes to estimate the volume of a sphere. He also made fundamental 
discoveries in calculus.

For all of his own accomplishments, Seki may have been even more influential because
of his opening of the subject of mathematics to the general public. He developed a 
terminology and a system for expressing mathematical ideas in Japanese that had not 
been available previously. He also encouraged the teaching of mathematics among 
people of all classes and wrote books that could be used for instruction. Seki Kowa well 
deserves the title of the Great Popularizer of mathematics in Japan.
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