Nefertiti Biography

Nefertiti

The following sections of this BookRags Literature Study Guide is offprint from Gale's
For Students Series: Presenting Analysis, Context, and Criticism on Commonly Studied
Works: Introduction, Author Biography, Plot Summary, Characters, Themes, Style,
Historical Context, Critical Overview, Criticism and Critical Essays, Media Adaptations,
Topics for Further Study, Compare & Contrast, What Do | Read Next?, For Further
Study, and Sources.

(c)1998-2002; (c)2002 by Gale. Gale is an imprint of The Gale Group, Inc., a division of
Thomson Learning, Inc. Gale and Design and Thomson Learning are trademarks used
herein under license.

The following sections, if they exist, are offprint from Beacham's Encyclopedia of
Popular Fiction: "Social Concerns”, "Thematic Overview", "Techniques", "Literary
Precedents”, "Key Questions", "Related Titles", "Adaptations”, "Related Web Sites".
(€)1994-2005, by Walton Beacham.

The following sections, if they exist, are offprint from Beacham's Guide to Literature for
Young Adults: "About the Author”, "Overview", "Setting", "Literary Qualities”, "Social
Sensitivity", "Topics for Discussion”, "ldeas for Reports and Papers". (¢)1994-2005, by
Walton Beacham.

All other sections in this Literature Study Guide are owned and copyrighted by
BookRags, Inc.



&“’)BOOKRAGS

Contents

Nefertiti BiOQraDNY. ..ttt ettt ee ittt ie i iiieaienes

(O0] 01 (=) 11 YT T T T T T T T T T

BlOO AIDNY ittt e it et ieeiiieenaes




A

DX:I BOOKRAGS

Biography

Nefertiti (1390 BC-ca. 1360 BC) was an Egyptian queen who still remains a mystery to
scholars today.

One of the most famous women in antiquity, Nefertiti remains somewhat of a
puzzlement to scholars because of her mysterious ancestry and her disappearance
from the record during the last years of Akhenaten's reign. Some believe that she was of
Egyptian blood, others that she was a foreign princess. Her name, which translates to
"The Beautiful One is Come," is an Egyptian birthname--thus not indicative of a foreign
birth--and evidence indicates that she had an Egyptian wet-nurse or governess of noble
rank, strong support for a birth within the circle of the Egyptian royal court. She may
have been a niece of Ay, who ascended to the throne after Tutankhamen.

Her role, if any, late in Akhenaten's rule remains equally unclear. During the first five
years of his reign, Nefertiti enjoyed a high profile, and the large number of carved
scenes in which she is shown accompanying him during the ceremonial acts he
performed is evidence of her political importance. She is depicted taking part in the daily
worship and making offerings similar to those of the king--acts quite unlike those
relegated to the generally subservient status of previous chief queens. But after the 14th
year of Akhenaten's rule, Nefertiti disappears from view. Some have hypothesized that
she was the power behind the throne and thus responsible for the innovations during his
rule until being dismissed from her position and banished to the North Palace at
Amarna. Her banishment would therefore reflect within the royal family an ideological
rift, with Nefertiti favoring the continued worship of Aten while Akhenaten and
Tutankhamen supported a return to the worship of Amen-Re. Most scholars, however,
now suppose that Nefertiti simply died soon after Akhenaten's 14th regnal year, after
which first Meritaten and then Ankhesenpaten took her place at the pharaoh's side. A
more dramatic, if less accepted, theory holds that she assumed a new, masculine,
identity toward the end of Akhenaten's rule--that Nefertiti and the young pharaoh
Smenkhkare were, in fact, the same person.
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