Marcia Clark Biography

Marcia Clark

The following sections of this BookRags Literature Study Guide is offprint from Gale's
For Students Series: Presenting Analysis, Context, and Criticism on Commonly Studied
Works: Introduction, Author Biography, Plot Summary, Characters, Themes, Style,
Historical Context, Critical Overview, Criticism and Critical Essays, Media Adaptations,
Topics for Further Study, Compare & Contrast, What Do | Read Next?, For Further
Study, and Sources.

(c)1998-2002; (c)2002 by Gale. Gale is an imprint of The Gale Group, Inc., a division of
Thomson Learning, Inc. Gale and Design and Thomson Learning are trademarks used
herein under license.

The following sections, if they exist, are offprint from Beacham's Encyclopedia of
Popular Fiction: "Social Concerns”, "Thematic Overview", "Techniques", "Literary
Precedents”, "Key Questions", "Related Titles", "Adaptations”, "Related Web Sites".
(€)1994-2005, by Walton Beacham.

The following sections, if they exist, are offprint from Beacham's Guide to Literature for
Young Adults: "About the Author”, "Overview", "Setting", "Literary Qualities”, "Social
Sensitivity", "Topics for Discussion”, "ldeas for Reports and Papers". (¢)1994-2005, by
Walton Beacham.

All other sections in this Literature Study Guide are owned and copyrighted by
BookRags, Inc.



&“’)BOOKRAGS

Contents

Marcia Clark BiOQraDNY . ...ttt ee e ieeeeieanen

(O0] 01 (=) 11 YT T T T T T T T T T

BlOO AIDNY ittt e it et ieeiiieenaes




A

DX:I BOOKRAGS

Biography

Marcia Clark was one of the prosecutors in the O.J. Simpson case. On June 12, 1994,
0.J. Simpson's ex-wife and the mother of his children Justin and Sydney, Nicole Brown
Simpson, and her friend, Ron Goldman, were brutally murdered at Nicole's home while
the children slept upstairs. Five days later, O.J. Simpson led police on perhaps the most
notorious low-speed chase ever to take place on national television. When the chase
ended, police arrested Simpson and charged him with the murders. On July 22, 1994,
when arraigned on the charges of murder, Simpson pleaded not guilty. The criminal trial,
referred to in the media as the " trial of the century ", began on January 24, 1995, and
lasted more than eight months, during which time jurors were sequestered in a nearby
hotel to avoid exposure to intense media coverage.

On October 2, 1995, after just four hours of deliberation, the jury, consisting of nine
African Americans, two Caucasians, and one Hispanic, reached its verdict. On October
3, 1995, the presiding judge read the verdict, which acquitted Simpson of all criminal
charges. Immediately after this unsuccessful prosecution, Clark took a leave of
absence. Shortly thereafter, Clark officially resigned from her position as a prosecutor in
the Los Angeles County district attorney's office. She was depressed after losing this
well-publicized trial, having endured months of criticism during the trial concerning many
aspects of her courtroom demeanor. After the Simpson case, Clark had to deal with the
fact that, as she puts it, her uninvited celebrity meant that her "old life was gone."

Afterward, Clark coauthored a book on the Simpson trial with writer and Pulitzer Prize
winner Teresa Carpenter. Clark is said to have received $4.2 million for the book,
Without a Doubt, published by Viking. In addition to writing this book, Clark was chosen
to host a television program, LadyLaw, a reality-based examination of the lives of
women in law enforcement.
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