Lewis Temple Biography

Lewis Temple

The following sections of this BookRags Literature Study Guide is offprint from Gale's
For Students Series: Presenting Analysis, Context, and Criticism on Commonly Studied
Works: Introduction, Author Biography, Plot Summary, Characters, Themes, Style,
Historical Context, Critical Overview, Criticism and Critical Essays, Media Adaptations,
Topics for Further Study, Compare & Contrast, What Do | Read Next?, For Further
Study, and Sources.

(c)1998-2002; (c)2002 by Gale. Gale is an imprint of The Gale Group, Inc., a division of
Thomson Learning, Inc. Gale and Design and Thomson Learning are trademarks used
herein under license.

The following sections, if they exist, are offprint from Beacham's Encyclopedia of
Popular Fiction: "Social Concerns”, "Thematic Overview", "Techniques", "Literary
Precedents”, "Key Questions", "Related Titles", "Adaptations”, "Related Web Sites".
(€)1994-2005, by Walton Beacham.

The following sections, if they exist, are offprint from Beacham's Guide to Literature for
Young Adults: "About the Author”, "Overview", "Setting", "Literary Qualities”, "Social
Sensitivity", "Topics for Discussion”, "ldeas for Reports and Papers". (¢)1994-2005, by
Walton Beacham.

All other sections in this Literature Study Guide are owned and copyrighted by
BookRags, Inc.



&“’)BOOKRAGS

Contents

LeWis TeMPIE BiOOraDNY . ittt ettt eiiennen

(O0] 01 (=) 11 YT T T T T T T T T T

BlOO AIDNY ittt e it et ieeiiieenaes




A

DX:I BOOKRAGS

Biography

By upgrading the original arrowhead harpoon with a locking toggle device, Lewis
Temple, an African-American inventor, created "Temple's Iron" and revolutionized the
whaling industry. A native of Richmond, Virginia, Temple never received formal
schooling. In 1829, he married Mary Clark and established a family in New Bedford,
Massachusetts, a major whaling center. As a metal worker at Coffin's Wharf, he studied
the primitive design of the whaling harpoon, which whalers threw at the animal, then
approached in small boats to complete the kill with lances.

In 1845, Temple replaced the less sophisticated harpoon model with a pivoting device
set at right angles to the shaft. Held in place by a wooden pin, the mechanism set in the
whale's jaw when tugs on the harpoon broke the pin and set the barb. This innovation
secured the animal on the whaler's line. Because of his ingenuity, harpoon makers
copied the device, and whalers increased their catch during an upsurge in the industry.
Temple made no claim on the mechanism, but from 1848 to 1868 he earned a steady
income from its manufacture.

An active abolitionist and temperance worker, Temple took an interest in improving life
in New Bedford. In 1854, he built a brick blacksmith shop near Steamboat Wharf, but he
did not survive its completion after suffering a fall over a plank left in the street by city
sewer workers. Because he received permanent injuries to his arms and internal
organs, he successfully sued the city for $2,000. However, Temple died before he could
collect his compensation, and his wife and son were left in poverty, selling his property
and goods to cover his debts.
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