Jean de Joinville Biography

Jean de Joinville

The following sections of this BookRags Literature Study Guide is offprint from Gale's
For Students Series: Presenting Analysis, Context, and Criticism on Commonly Studied
Works: Introduction, Author Biography, Plot Summary, Characters, Themes, Style,
Historical Context, Critical Overview, Criticism and Critical Essays, Media Adaptations,
Topics for Further Study, Compare & Contrast, What Do | Read Next?, For Further
Study, and Sources.

(c)1998-2002; (c)2002 by Gale. Gale is an imprint of The Gale Group, Inc., a division of
Thomson Learning, Inc. Gale and Design and Thomson Learning are trademarks used
herein under license.

The following sections, if they exist, are offprint from Beacham's Encyclopedia of
Popular Fiction: "Social Concerns”, "Thematic Overview", "Techniques", "Literary
Precedents”, "Key Questions", "Related Titles", "Adaptations”, "Related Web Sites".
(€)1994-2005, by Walton Beacham.

The following sections, if they exist, are offprint from Beacham's Guide to Literature for
Young Adults: "About the Author”, "Overview", "Setting", "Literary Qualities”, "Social
Sensitivity", "Topics for Discussion”, "ldeas for Reports and Papers". (¢)1994-2005, by
Walton Beacham.

All other sections in this Literature Study Guide are owned and copyrighted by
BookRags, Inc.



&“’)BOOKRAGS

Contents

Jean de JoINVille BiOQraDNV. .. .ttt i i iiienas

(O0] 01 (=) 11 YT T T T T T T T T T

BlOO AIDNY ittt e it et ieeiiieenaes




A

DX:I BOOKRAGS

Biography

The French nobleman and author Jean de Joinville (1224-1317) is known for his Life of
Saint Louis, a chronicle that furnishes intimate glimpses of King Louis IX.

Jean de Joinville was born in the second half of 1224 or the first months of 1225 and
became lord of Joinville and seneschal of Champagne at an early age. He was 17 when
he attended with his overlord, the poet Thibaut de Champagne, the feast at Saumur in
1241. When Louis IX left on the Seventh Crusade, Joinville dutifully followed him to
Egypt and Palestine and fought there, but he had little enthusiasm for military action.
After the taking of Damiette in 1249, the only real success of the whole expedition,
Joinville and the King were taken prisoners and shared certain perils until they were
released by ransom. In 1254 Joinville was back home, occupying himself with
administrative duties. When Louis set off for the Eighth Crusade, Joinville begged off on
the grounds that his duty was to protect his people at home.

About 1305 Jeanne de Navarre asked Joinville to write his memoirs of Louis, but she
was long dead by the time the old gentleman had dictated his Livre des saintes paroles
et des bons faiz nostre roy saint Looys (Life of Saint Louis), dedicated in 1309 to the
Dauphin. The events recorded are recalled with remarkable accuracy and clarity; the
visual effects are outstanding.

The Life of Saint Louis, written with no idea of publication, is perhaps the most personal
series of reminiscences that have come down from Louis's century. Unlike the more
formal histories, this little book is subjective. The first part is concerned with the
exemplary integrity and virtue of its subject. The second contains a sympathetic account
of his career from his birth (1214) and coronation (1226), emphasizing naturally the
Seventh Crusade with a frankness that includes the King's fears and reveals a rather ill-
conducted campaign. The last chapters tell of Louis's second crusade, his illness and
death (1270), and Joinville's participation in the canonical inquiries that led to the
canonization of Louis. Joinville's other writings include a devout commentary on the
Credo, which shows considerable scriptural knowledge, a pious epitaph on his
forebears, and a few letters.
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