Girolamo Fabrici Biography

Girolamo Fabrici

The following sections of this BookRags Literature Study Guide is offprint from Gale's
For Students Series: Presenting Analysis, Context, and Criticism on Commonly Studied
Works: Introduction, Author Biography, Plot Summary, Characters, Themes, Style,
Historical Context, Critical Overview, Criticism and Critical Essays, Media Adaptations,
Topics for Further Study, Compare & Contrast, What Do | Read Next?, For Further
Study, and Sources.

(c)1998-2002; (c)2002 by Gale. Gale is an imprint of The Gale Group, Inc., a division of
Thomson Learning, Inc. Gale and Design and Thomson Learning are trademarks used
herein under license.

The following sections, if they exist, are offprint from Beacham's Encyclopedia of
Popular Fiction: "Social Concerns”, "Thematic Overview", "Techniques", "Literary
Precedents”, "Key Questions", "Related Titles", "Adaptations”, "Related Web Sites".
(€)1994-2005, by Walton Beacham.

The following sections, if they exist, are offprint from Beacham's Guide to Literature for
Young Adults: "About the Author”, "Overview", "Setting", "Literary Qualities”, "Social
Sensitivity", "Topics for Discussion”, "ldeas for Reports and Papers". (¢)1994-2005, by
Walton Beacham.

All other sections in this Literature Study Guide are owned and copyrighted by
BookRags, Inc.



&“’)BOOKRAGS

Contents

Girolamo FabriCi BiOOraDNY . c. ettt ettt ettt ettt i ettt eeeeeeeieeiienen,

(O0] 01 (=) 11 YT T T T T T T T T T

BlOO AIDNY ittt e it et ieeiiieenaes




A

DX:I BOOKRAGS

Biography

Girolamo Fabrici (Fabricius) is perhaps best known as the founder of the modern
science of embryology. From 1600 until his death, he carried out important and original
research on the late fetal stages of many different animals. In 1612, he published the
first detailed description of the development of the chick embryo from the sixth day
onward.

Fabricius made a number of additional advances in the field of anatomy. He studied the
structure of the eye and of the larynx, the mechanics of respiration, and the movement
of muscles. One of his most important accomplishments was his detailed description of
the semilunar valves in veins. Although these valves had been observed earlier,
Fabricius published the most complete description of their structure and function in his
De venarum ostiolis (On the Valves of the Veins) in 1603. He was incorrect, however, in
his explanation of the valves' function.

Girolamo (also Geronimo) Fabrici (also Fabrizio or Fabricius) was born in the town of
Aquapendente, near Orvieto, Italy. He studied first humanities, then medicine, at the
University of Padua. His teacher in anatomy and surgery was Gabriel Fallopius. After
graduating with his M.D. in 1559, he taught anatomy privately and practiced surgery
until 1565. In that year, he was appointed to replace Fallopius, who had died, at Padua.
Fabricius held that post until 1613, when he retired because of ill health. He died in
Bugazzi, near Padua, in 1619.

In addition to his scholarly work, Fabricius made other contributions. He attained
considerable fame as a teacher. His most famous student was William Harvey, who
studied with him from 1597 to 1602. In addition, Fabricius was instrumental in
establishing the first permanent anatomical theater at the University of Padua.
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