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The Breakfast Club
The Breakfast Club, director/script writer John Hughes' 1985 film about five teenagers 
coping with the difficulty of crossing boundaries and connecting in high school, set the 
tone for coming of age films in the 1980s, and catapulted Hughes into the major 
filmmaker chronicling the problems of a young America in the Reagan years. While 
lacking in racial and sexual diversity, The Breakfast Club tackled issues of self-image, 
drug use, sex, and social acceptance, as well as the stratification between rich and 
poor. The Breakfast Club also launched the 1980's "brat pack" of marketable actors, 
Emilio Estevez, Ally Sheedy, Molly Ringwald, Judd Nelson, and Anthony Michael Hall.
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