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Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde

The phrase "Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" is a popular metaphor to express the dual nature
of human beings, who are capable of such great goodness and almost unbelievable
evil. It is derived from the respectable Victorian doctor with a demonic alter ego who first
appeared in the eponymous novella (1886) by Scottish writer Robert Louis Stevenson
(1850-94). The tragedy of the scientist who finds the formula to isolate his evil side but
fails to control it has been frequently transferred to the screen. The story was first filmed
in 1908, and versions range from Robert Mamoulian's 1931 film, with Academy Award-
winner Fredric March in the title role, to Stephen Frears' irregular Mary Reilly (1995).
However, the presence of Jekyll and Hyde can be detected in many other films, novels,
and comics of the last one hundred years only remotely inspired by Stevenson. Stories
dealing with scientists involved in fatal accidents, tormented serial killers, and even
secret superheroes are ultimately indebted to Stevenson's Gothic masterpiece.
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