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DX:I BOOKRAGS

Page 1

Letter 1 To Sir David Dalrymple.(1) Arlington Street, Jan. 1, 1770. (page 25)

Sir, | have read with great pleasure and information, your History of Scottish Councils. It
gave me much more satisfaction than | could have expected from so dry a subject. It
will be perused, do not doubt it, by men of taste and judgment; and it is happy that it will
be read Without occasioning a controversy. The curse of modern times is, that almost
every thing does create controversy, and that men who are willing to instruct or amuse
the world have to dread malevolence and interested censure, instead of receiving
thanks. If your part of our country is at all free from that odious spirit, you are to be
envied. In our region we are given up to every venomous mischievous passion, and as
we behold all the public vices that raged in and destroyed the remains of the Roman
Commonwealth, so | wish we do not experience some of the horrors that brought on the
same revolution. When we see men who call themselves patriots and friends of liberty
attacking the House of Commons, to what, Sir, can you and |, who are really friends of
liberty, impute such pursuits, but to interest and disappointed ambition! When we see,
on one hand, the prerogative of the Crown excited against Parliament, and on the other,
the King and Royal Family traduced and insulted in the most shameless manner, can
we believe such a faction is animated by honesty or love of the constitution? When, as
you very sensibly observe, the authors of grievances are the loudest to complain of
them, and when those authors and their capital enemies shake hands, embrace, and
join in a common cause, which set can we believe most or least sincere? And when
every set of men have acted every part, to whom shall the well-meaning look up? What
can the latter do, but sit with folded arms and pray for miracles? Yes, Sir, they may
weep over a prospect of ruin too probably approaching, and regret a glorious country
nodding to its fall, when victory, wealth, and daily universal improvements, might make it
the admiration and envy of the world? Is the Crown to be forced to be absolute? Is
Caesar to enslave us, because he conquered Gaul? Is some Cromwell to trample on
us, because Mrs. Macaulay approves the army that turned out the House of Commons,
the necessary consequence of such mad notions? Is eloguence to talk or write us out
of ourselves? or is Catiline to save us, butt so as by fire? Sir, | talk thus freely, because
it is a satisfaction, in ill-looking moments, to vent one’s apprehensions in an honest
bosom. You Will not, | am sure, suffer my letter to go out of your own hands. | have no
views to satisfy or resentments to gratify. | have done with the world, except in the
hopes of a quiet enjoyment of it for the few years | may have to come; but | love my
country, though | desire and expect nothing from it, and | would wish to leave it to
posterity, as secure and deserving to be valued, as | found it. Despotism, or unbounded
licentiousness, can endear no nation to any honest man. The French can adore the
monarch that starves them, and banditti are often attached to their chief; but no good
Briton can love any constitution that does not secure the tranquillity and peace of mind
of all.
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(1) Now first collected.
Letter 2 To Sir David Dalrymple.(2) Arlington Street, Jan. 23, 1770. (page 26)

Sir, I have not had time to return you the enclosed sooner, but | give you my honour that
it has neither been out of my hands, nor been copied. Itis a most curious piece, but
though affecting art has very little; so ill is the satire disguised. | agree with you in
thinking it ought not to be published yet, as nothing is more cruel than divulging private
letters which may wound the living. | have even the same tenderness for the children of
persons concerned; but I laugh at delicacy for grandchildren, who can be affected by
nothing but their pride--and let that be hurt if it will. It always finds means of consoling
itself.

The rapid history of Mr. Yorke is very touching.(3) For himself, he has escaped a torrent
of obloquy, which this unfeeling and prejudiced moment was ready to pour on him.
Many of his survivors may, perhaps, live to envy him! Madness and wickedness gain
ground—and you may be sure borrow the chariot of virtue. Lord Chatham, not content
with endeavouring to confound and overturn the legislature, has thrown out, that one
member more ought to be added to each county;(4) so little do ambition -,And
indulgence scruple to strike at fundamentals! Sir George Savile and Edmund Burke, as
if envying the infamous intoxication of Wilkes, have attacked the House of Commons
itself, in the most gross and vilifying language.(5) In short, the plot thickens fast, and
Catilines start up in every street. | cannot say Ciceros and Catos arise to face them.
The phlegmatic and pedants in history quote King William’s and Sacheverel’'s times to
show the present is not more serious; but if | have any reading, | must remember that
the repetition of bad scenes brings about a catastrophe at last! It is small consolation to
living sufferers to reflect that history will rejudge great criminals; nor is that sure. How
seldom is history fairly stated! When do all men concur in the Same sentence? Do the
guilty dead regard its judicature, or they who prefer the convict to the judge? Besides,
an ape of Sylla will call himself Brutus, and the foolish people assist a proscription
before they suspect that their hero is an incendiary. Indeed, Sir, we are, as Milton says

“On evil days fallen and evil tongues!”

| shall be happy to find | have had too gloomy apprehensions. A man, neither
connected with ministers nor opponents, may speculate too subtly. If all this is but a
scramble for power, let it fall to whose lot it will! 1t is the attack on the constitution that
strikes me. | have nothing to say for the corruption of senators; but if the senate itself is
declared vile by authority, that is by a dissolution, will a re-election restore its honour?
Will Wilkes, and Parson Horne, and Junius (for they will name the members) give us
more virtuous representations than ministers have done? Reformation must be a
blessed work in the hands of such reformers! Moderation, and attachment to the
constitution, are my principles. Is the latter to be risked rather than endure any single
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evil? | would oppose, that is restrain, by opposition check, each branch of the
legislature that predominates in its turn;—but if | detest Laud, it does not make me love
Hugh Peters.
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Adieu, Sir! | must not tire you with my reflections; but as | am flattered with thinking |
have the sanction of the same sentiments in you, it is natural to indulge even unpleasing
meditations when one meets with sympathy, and it is as natural for those who love their
country to lament its danger. | am, Sir, etc.

(2) Now first collected.

(3) On the 17th, Mr. Charles Yorke was appointed lord chancellor, and a patent was
ordered to be made out, creating him a peer, by the title of Lord Morden; but, three days
after, before the patent could be completed, he suddenly closed his valuable life, at the
early age of forty-eight.-E.

(4) Lord Chatham, on the preceding day, had made his celebrated speech on the state
of the nation, which had the good fortune to be ably reported by Sir Philip Francis, and
attracted the particular attention of Junius. The following is the passage which gave
Walpole so much offence:—"“Since we cannot cure the disorder, let us endeavour to
infuse such a portion of new health into the constitution, as may enable it to support its
most inveterate diseases. The representation of the counties is, | think, still preserved
pure and uncorrupted. That of the greatest cities is upon a footing equally respectable;
and there are many of the larger trading towns which stilt preserve their independence.
The infusion of health which | now allude to would be to permit every county to elect one
member more in addition to their present representation.” Sir Philip Francis’s report of
this speech was first printed by Almon in 1792. Junius, in a letter to Wilkes, of the 7th of
September 1771, says—“I approve highly of Lord Chatham'’s idea of infusing a portion
of new health into the constitution, to enable it to bear its infirmities; a brilliant
expression, and full of intrinsic wisdom.” There can be little doubt that Junius and Sir
Philip Francis were present in the House of Lords, when this speech was delivered.

See Chatham Correspondence, vol. iii. p. 406.-E.

(5) The speeches of Sir George Savile and Mr. Burke, above alluded to, will be found in
Sir Henry Cavendish’s Debates.-E.

Letter 3. To George Montagu, Esq. Arlington Street, March 31, 1770. (page 28)

| shall be extremely obliged to you for Alderman Backwell. A scarce print is a real
present to me, who have a table of weights and measures in my head very different
from that of the rich and covetous. | am glad your journey was prosperous. The
weather here has continued very sharp, but it has been making preparations for April to-
day, and watered the streets with some soft showers. They will send me to Strawberry
to-morrow, where | hope to find the lilacs beginning to put forth their little noses. Mr.
Chute mends very slowly, but you know he has as much patience as gout.

| depend upon seeing you whenever you return this wayward. You will find the round
chamber far advanced, though not finished; for my undertakings do not stride with the
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iImpetuosity of my youth. This single room has been half as long in completing as all the
rest of the castle. My compliments to Mr. John, whom | hope to see at the same time.
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Letter 4 To George Montagu, Esq. Strawberry Hill May 6, 1770. (page 28)

If you are like me, you are fretting at the weather. We have not a leaf, yet, large enough
to make an apron for a Miss Eve at two years old. Flowers and fruits, if they come at all
this year, must meet together as they do in a Dutch picture; our lords and ladies,
however, couple as if it were the real Giovent'u dell’ anno. Lord Albemarle,(6) you know
has disappointed all his brothers and my niece; and Lord Fitzwilliam is declared sposo
to Lady Charlotte Ponsonby.(7) It is a pretty match, and makes Lord Besborough as
happy as possible.

Masquerades proceed in spite of church and King. The Bishop of London persuaded
that good soul the Archbishop to remonstrate against them; but happily the age prefers
silly follies to serious ones, and dominos, comme de raison, carry It against lawn
sleeves.(8)

There is a new Institution that begins to and if it proceeds, will make a considerable
noise. Itis a club of both sexes to be erected at AlImack’s, on the model of that of the
men at White’s. Mrs. Fitzroy, Lady Pembroke, Mrs. Meynel, Lady Molyneux, miss
Pelham, and Miss Loyd, are the foundresses. | am ashamed to say | am of so young
and fashionable a society; but as they are people I live with, | choose to be idle rather
than morose. | can go to a young supper, without forgetting how much sand is run out
of the hourglass. Yet | shall never pass a triste old age in turning the psalms into Latin
or English verse. My plan is to pass away calmly; cheerfully if | can; sometimes to
amuse myself with the rising generation, but to take care not to fatigue them, nor weary
them with old stories, which will not interest them, as their adventures do not interest
me. Age would indulge prejudices if it did not sometimes polish itself against younger
acquaintance; but it must be the work of folly if one hopes to contract friendship with
them, or desires it, or thinks one can become the same follies, or expects that they
should do more than bear one for one’s good humour. In short, they are a pleasant
medicine, that one should take care not to grow fond of. Medicines hurt when habit has
annihilated their force; but you see | am in no danger. | intend by degrees to decrease
my opium, instead of augmenting the dose. Good-night! You see | never let our long-
lived friendship drop, though you give it so few opportunities of breathing.

(6) George, third Earl of Albemarle. His lordship had married, on the 20th of April, Anne,
youngest daughter of Sir John Miller, Bart. of Chichester. He died in October 1772.-E.

(7) Lady Charlotte Ponsonby, second daughter of William, second Earl of Besborough.
The marriage took place on the 1st of July.-E.

39



A

DX:I BOOKRAGS

Page 5

(8) Dr. Johnson, having read in the newspapers an account of a masquerade given at
Edinburgh, by the Countess Dowager of Fife, at which Boswell had appeared in the
character of a dumb conjuror, thus wrote to him:—*| have heard of your masquerade.
What says your synod to such innovations? | am not studiously scrupulous, nor do |
think a Masquerade either evil in itself or very likely to be the occasion of evil, yet, as
the world thinks it a very licentious relaxation of manners, | would not have been one of
the first masquers in a country where no masquerades had ever been before."-E.

Letter 5 To George Montagu, Esq. Strawberry Hill, June 11, 1770. (page 29)

My company and | have wished for you very much to-day. The Duchess of Portland,
Mrs. Delany, Mr. Bateman, and your cousin, Fred. Montagu, dined here. Lord Guildford
was very obliging, and would have come if he dared have ventured. Mrs. Montagu was
at Bill-hill with Lady Gower. The day was tolerable, with sun enough for the house,
though not for the garden. You, | suppose, will never come again, as | have not a team
of horses large enough to draw you out of the clay of Oxfordshire.

| went yesterday to see my niece(9) in her new principality of Ham. It delighted me and
made me peevish. Close to the Thames, in the centre of all rich and verdant beauty, it
Is so blocked up and barricaded with walls, vast trees, and gates, that you think yourself
an hundred miles off and an hundred years back. The old furniture is so magnificently
ancient, dreary and decayed, that at every step one’s spirits sink, and all my passion for
antiquity could not keep them up. Every minute | expected to see ghosts sweeping by;
ghosts | would not give sixpence to See, Lauderdales, Tollcmaches, and Maitlands.
There is one old brown gallery full of Vandycks and Lelys, charming miniatures,
delightful Wouvermans, and Polenburghs, china, japan, bronzes, ivory cabinets, and
silver dogs, pokers, bellows, etc. without end. One pair of bellows is of filigree. In this
state of pomp and tatters my nephew intends it shall remain, and is so religious an
observer of the venerable rites of his house, that because the gates never were opened
by his father but once for the late Lord Granville, you are locked out and locked in, and
after journeying all round the house, as you do round an old French fortified town, you
are at last admitted through the stable-yard to creep along a dark passage by the
housekeeper’s room, and so by a back-door into the great hall. He seems as much
afraid of water as a cat; for though you might enjoy the Thames from every window of
three sides of the house, you may tumble into it before you guess it is there. In short,
our ancestors had so little idea of taste and beauty, that | should not have been
surprised if they had hung their pictures with the painted sides to the wall. Think of such
a palace commanding all the reach of Richmond
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and Twickenham, with a domain from the foot of Richmond-hill to Kingston-bridge, and
then imagine its being as dismal and prospectless as if it stood “on Stanmore’s wintry
wild!” I don’t see why a man should not be divorced from his prospect as well as from
his wife, for not being able to enjoy it. Lady Dysart frets, but it is not the etiquette of the
family to yield, and @ she must content herself with her chateau of Tondertentronk as
well as she can. She has another such ample prison in Suffolk, and may be glad to
reside where she is. Strawberry, with all its painted glass and gloom, looked as gay
when | came home as Mrs. Cornelis’s ball-room.

| am very busy about the last volume of my Painters, but have lost my index, and am
forced again to turn over all my Vertues, forty volumes of miniature MSS.; so that this
will be the third time | shall have made an index to them. Don’t say that | am not
persevering, and yet | thought | was grown idle. What pains one takes to be forgotten!
Good-night!

(9) Charlotte, daughter of Sir Edward Walpole, married to Lord Huntingtower, who had
just succeeded to the title of the Earl of Dysart, on the death of his father.-E.

Letter 6 To George Montagu, Esq. Strawberry Hill, June 29, 1770. (page 30)

Since the sharp mountain will not come to the little hill, the little hill must go to the
mountain. In short, what do you think of seeing me walk into your parlour a few hours
after this epistle! | had not time to notify myself sooner. The case is, Princess Amelia
has insisted on my going with her to, that is, meeting her at Stowe on Monday, for a
week. She mentioned it to me some time ago, and | thought | had parried it; but having
been with her at Park-place these two or three days, she has commanded it so
positively that | could not refuse. Now, as it would be extremely inconvenient to my
indolence to be dressed up in weepers and hatbands by six o’clock in the morning, and
lest | should be taken for chief mourner going to Beckford’s funeral,(10) | trust you will
be charitable enough to give me a bed at Adderbury for one night, whence | can arrive
at Stowe in a decent time, and caparisoned as | ought to be, when | have lost a brother-
in-law(11) and am to meet a Princess. Don’t take me for a Lauson, and think all this
favour portends a second marriage between our family and the blood-royal; nor that my
visit to Stowe implies my espousing Miss Wilkes. | think | shall die as | am, neither
higher nor lower; and above all things, no more politics. Yet | shall have many a private
smile to myself, as | wander among all those consecrated and desecrated buildings,
and think what company | am in, and of all that is past; but | must shorten my letter, or
you will not have finished it when | arrive. Adieu! Yours, a-coming! a-coming!
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(10) William Beckford, Esq. Lord Mayor of London, who died on the 21st of June,
during his second mayoralty, in the sixty-fifth year of his age. On the 5th of the following
month, at a meeting of the Common Council, “a motion being made and question put,
that the statue of the Right Hon. William Beckford, late Lord Mayor, deceased, be
erected in the Guildhall of this city, with the inscription of his late address to his Majesty,
the was resolved in the affirmative.” The speech here alluded to is the one which the
Alderman addressed to his Majesty on the 23d of May, with reference to the King's reply
—"That he should have been wanting to the public, as well as to himself, if he had not
expressed his dissatisfaction at the late address.” At the end of the Alderman’s speech,
in his copy of the City Addresses, Mr. Isaac Reed has inserted the following note:—"It is
a curious fact, but a true one, that Beckford did not utter one syllable of this speech. It
was penned by Horne Tooke, and by his art put on the records of the city and on
Beckford’s statue; as he told me, Mr. Braithwaite, Mr. Sayers, etc. at the Athenian club.
Isaac Reed.” There can be little doubt that the worthy commentator and his friends
were imposed upon. In the Chatham Correspondence, vol. iii. p. 460, a letter from
Sheriff Townsend to the Earl expressly states, that with the exception of the words “and
necessary” being left out before the word “revolution,” the Lord Mayor’s speech in the
Public Advertiser of the preceding day is verbatim the one delivered to the King.—E.

(11) George third Earl of Cholmondeley. He married, in 1723, Mary the youngest
daughter of @Sir Robert Walpole.-E.

Letter 7 To George Montagu, Esq. Adderbury, Sunday night, July 1, 1770. (page 32

You will be enough surprised to receive a letter from me dated from your own house,
and may judge of my mortification at not finding you here; exactly as it happened two
years ago. In short, here | am, and will tell you how | came here; in truth, not a little
against my will. 1 have been at Park-place with Princess Amelia, and she insisted on my
meeting her at Stowe to-morrow. She had mentioned it before, and as | have no delight
in a royal progress, and as little in the Seigneur Temple, | waived the honour and
pleasure, and thought | should hear no more of it. However, the proposal was turned
into a command, and every body told me | could not refuse. Well, | could not come so
near, and not call upon you; besides, it is extremely convenient to my Lord Castlecomer,
for it would have been horrid to set out at seven o’clock in the morning, full-dressed, in
my weepers, and to step out of my chaise into a drawing-room. | wrote to you on
Friday, the soonest | could after this was settle(], to notify myself to you, but find | am
arrived before my letter. Mrs. White is all go