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Page 1

PREFACE

When it is recollected how much has been written to describe the Settlement of New 
South Wales, it seems necessary if not to offer an apology, yet to assign a reason, for 
an additional publication.

The Author embarked in the fleet which sailed to found the establishment at Botany 
Bay.  He shortly after published a Narrative of the Proceedings and State of the Colony, 
brought up to the beginning of July, 1788, which was well received, and passed through 
three editions.  This could not but inspire both confidence and gratitude; but gratitude, 
would be badly manifested were he on the presumption of former favour to lay claim to 
present indulgence.  He resumes the subject in the humble hope of communicating 
information, and increasing knowledge, of the country, which he describes.

He resided at Port Jackson nearly four years:  from the 20th of January, 1788, until the 
18th of December, 1791.  To an active and contemplative mind, a new country is an 
inexhaustible source of curiosity and speculation.  It was the author’s custom not only to
note daily occurrences, and to inspect and record the progression of improvement; but 
also, when not prevented by military duties, to penetrate the surrounding country in 
different directions, in order to examine its nature, and ascertain its relative 
geographical situations.

The greatest part of the work is inevitably composed of those materials which a journal 
supplies; but wherever reflections could be introduced without fastidiousness and 
parade, he has not scrupled to indulge them, in common with every other deviation 
which the strictness of narrative would allow.

When this publication was nearly ready for the press; and when many of the opinions 
which it records had been declared, fresh accounts from Port Jackson were received.  
To the state of a country, where so many anxious trying hours of his life have passed, 
the author cannot feel indifferent.  If by any sudden revolution of the laws of nature; or 
by any fortunate discovery of those on the spot, it has really become that fertile and 
prosperous land, which some represent it to be, he begs permission to add his voice to 
the general congratulation.  He rejoices at its success:  but it is only justice to himself 
and those with whom he acted to declare, that they feel no cause of reproach that so 
complete and happy an alteration did not take place at an earlier period.

CHAPTER I.

A Retrospect of the State of the Colony of Port Jackson, on the Date of my former 
Narrative, in July, 1788.

9



Previous to commencing any farther account of the subject, which I am about to treat, 
such a retrospection of the circumstances and situation of the settlement, at the 
conclusion of my former Narrative, as shall lay its state before the reader, seems 
necessary, in order to connect the present with the past.
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The departure of the first fleet of ships for Europe, on the 14th of July, 1788, had been 
long impatiently expected; and had filled us with anxiety, to communicate to our friends 
an account of our situation; describing the progress of improvement, and the probability 
of success, or failure, in our enterprise.  That men should judge very oppositely on so 
doubtful and precarious an event, will hardly surprise.

Such relations could contain little besides the sanguineness of hope, and the 
enumeration of hardships and difficulties, which former accounts had not led us to 
expect.  Since our disembarkation in the preceding January, the efforts of every one had
been unremittingly exerted, to deposit the public stores in a state of shelter and security,
and to erect habitations for ourselves.  We were eager to escape from tents, where a 
fold of canvas, only, interposed to check the vertic beams of the sun in summer, and the
chilling blasts of the south in winter.  A markee pitched, in our finest season, on an 
English lawn; or a transient view of those gay camps, near the metropolis, which so 
many remember, naturally draws forth careless and unmeaning exclamations of rapture,
which attach ideas of pleasure only, to this part of a soldier’s life.  But an encampment 
amidst the rocks and wilds of a new country, aggravated by the miseries of bad diet, 
and incessant toil, will find few admirers.

Nor were our exertions less unsuccessful than they were laborious.  Under wretched 
covers of thatch lay our provisions and stores, exposed to destruction from every flash 
of lightning, and every spark of fire.  A few of the convicts had got into huts; but almost 
all the officers, and the whole of the soldiery, were still in tents.

In such a situation, where knowledge of the mechanic arts afforded the surest 
recommendation to notice, it may be easily conceived, that attention to the parade duty 
of the troops, gradually diminished.  Now were to be seen officers and soldiers not 
“trailing the puissant pike” but felling the ponderous gum-tree, or breaking the stubborn 
clod.  And though “the broad falchion did not in a ploughshare end” the possession of a 
spade, a wheelbarrow, or a dunghill, was more coveted than the most refulgent arms in 
which heroism ever dazzled.  Those hours, which in other countries are devoted to 
martial acquirements, were here consumed in the labours of the sawpit, the forge and 
the quarry*.

[* “The Swedish prisoners, taken at the battle of Pultowa, were transported by the Czar 
Peter to the most remote parts of Siberia, with a view to civilize the natives of the 
country, and teach them the arts the Swedes possessed.  In this hopeless situation, all 
traces of discipline and subordination, between the different ranks, were quickly 
obliterated.  The soldiers, who were husbandmen and artificers, found out their 
superiority, and assumed it:  the officers became their servants.”  Voltaire.]
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Of the two ships of war, the ‘Sirius’ and ‘Supply’, the latter was incessantly employed in 
transporting troops, convicts, and stores, to Norfolk Island; and the ‘Sirius’ in preparing 
for a voyage to some port, where provisions for our use might be purchased, the 
expected supply from England not having arrived.  It is but justice to the officers and 
men of both these ships to add, that, on all occasions, they fully shared every hardship 
and fatigue with those on shore.

On the convicts the burden fell yet heavier:  necessity compelled us to allot to them the 
most slavish and laborious employments.  Those operations, which in other countries 
are performed by the brute creation, were here effected by the exertions of men:  but 
this ought not to be considered a grievance; because they had always been taught to 
expect it, as the inevitable consequence of their offences against society.  Severity was 
rarely exercised on them; and justice was administered without partiality or 
discrimination.  Their ration of provisions, except in being debarred from an allowance of
spirits, was equal to that which the marines received.  Under these circumstances I 
record with pleasure, that they behaved better than had been predicted of them—to 
have expected sudden and complete reformation of conduct, were romantic and 
chimerical.

Our cultivation of the land was yet in its infancy.  We had hitherto tried only the country 
contiguous to Sydney.  Here the governor had established a government-farm; at the 
head of which a competent person of his own household was placed, with convicts to 
work under him.  Almost the whole of the officers likewise accepted of small tracts of 
ground, for the purpose of raising grain and vegetables:  but experience proved to us, 
that the soil would produce neither without manure; and as this was not to be procured, 
our vigour soon slackened; and most of the farms (among which was the one belonging 
to government) were successively abandoned.

With the natives we were very little more acquainted than on our arrival in the country.  
Our intercourse with them was neither frequent or cordial.  They seemed studiously to 
avoid us, either from fear, jealousy, or hatred.  When they met with unarmed stragglers, 
they sometimes killed, and sometimes wounded them.  I confess that, in common with 
many others, I was inclined to attribute this conduct, to a spirit of malignant levity.  But a 
farther acquaintance with them, founded on several instances of their humanity and 
generosity, which shall be noticed in their proper places, has entirely reversed my 
opinion; and led me to conclude, that the unprovoked outrages committed upon them, 
by unprincipled individuals among us, caused the evils we had experienced.  To prevent
them from being plundered of their fishing-tackle and weapons of war, a proclamation 
was issued, forbidding their sale among us; but it was not attended with the good effect 
which was hoped for from it.

12
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During this period, notwithstanding the want of fresh provisions and vegetables, and 
almost constant exposure to the vicissitudes of a variable climate, disease rarely 
attacked us; and the number of deaths, was too inconsiderable to deserve mention.

Norfolk Island had been taken possession of, by a party detached for that purpose, 
early after our arrival.  Few accounts of it had yet reached us.  And here I beg leave to 
observe, that as I can speak of this island only from the relations of others, never having
myself been there, I shall in every part of this work mention it as sparingly as possible.  
And this more especially, as it seems probable, that some of those gentlemen, who from
accurate knowledge, and long residence on it, are qualified to write its history, will oblige
the world with such a publication.

CHAPTER II.

Transactions of the Colony from the sailing of the First Fleet in July, 1788, to the Close 
of that Year.

It was impossible to behold without emotion the departure of the ships.  On their speedy
arrival in England perhaps hinged our fate; by hastening our supplies to us.

On the 20th of July, the ‘Supply’ sailed for Norfolk Island, and returned to us on the 26th 
of August; bringing no material news, except that the soil was found to suit grain, and 
other seeds, which had been sown in it, and that a species of flax-plant was discovered 
to grow spontaneously on the island.

A survey of the harbour of Port Jackson was now undertaken, in order to compute the 
number of canoes, and inhabitants, which it might contain:  sixty-seven canoes, and 147
people were counted.  No estimate, however, of even tolerable accuracy, can be drawn 
from so imperfect a datum; though it was perhaps the best in our power to acquire.

In July and August, we experienced more inclement tempestuous weather than had 
been observed at any former period of equal duration.  And yet it deserves to be 
remarked, in honour of the climate, that, although our number of people exceeded 900, 
not a single death happened in the latter month.

The dread of want in a country destitute of natural resource is ever peculiarly terrible.  
We had long turned our eyes with impatience towards the sea, cheered by the hope of 
seeing supplies from England approach.  But none arriving, on the 2d of October the 
‘Sirius’ sailed for the Cape of Good Hope, with directions to purchase provisions there, 
for the use of our garrison.

A new settlement, named by the governor Rose Hill, 16 miles inland, was established 
on the 3d of November, the soil here being judged better than that around Sydney.  A 
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small redoubt was thrown up, and a captain’s detachment posted in it, to protect the 
convicts who were employed to cultivate the ground.
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The two last of the transports left us for England on the 19th of November, intending to 
make their passage by Cape Horn.  There now remained with us only the ‘Supply’.  
Sequestered and cut off as we were from the rest of civilized nature, their absence 
carried the effect of desolation.  About this time a convict, of the name of Daly, was 
hanged, for a burglary:  this culprit, who was a notorious thief and impostor, was the 
author of a discovery of a gold mine, a few months before:  a composition resembling 
ore mingled with earth, which he pretended to have brought from it, he produced.  After 
a number of attendant circumstances, too ludicrous and contemptible to relate, which 
befell a party, who were sent under his guidance to explore this second Peru, he at last 
confessed, that he had broken up an old pair of buckles, and mixed the pieces with 
sand and stone; and on assaying the composition, the brass was detected.  The fate of 
this fellow I should not deem worth recording, did it not lead to the following observation,
that the utmost circumspection is necessary to prevent imposition, in those who give 
accounts of what they see in unknown countries.  We found the convicts particularly 
happy in fertility of invention, and exaggerated descriptions.  Hence large fresh water 
rivers, valuable ores, and quarries of limestone, chalk, and marble, were daily 
proclaimed soon after we had landed.  At first we hearkened with avidity to such 
accounts; but perpetual disappointments taught us to listen with caution, and to believe 
from demonstration only.

Unabated animosity continued to prevail between the natives and us:  in addition to 
former losses, a soldier and several convicts suddenly disappeared, and were never 
afterwards heard of.  Three convicts were also wounded, and one killed by them, near 
Botany Bay:  similar to the vindictive spirit which Mr. Cook found to exist among their 
countrymen at Endeavour River, they more than once attempted to set fire to 
combustible matter, in order to annoy us.  Early on the morning of the 18th of 
December, word was brought that they were assembled in force, near the brick-kilns, 
which stand but a mile from the town of Sydney.  The terror of those who brought the 
first intelligence magnified the number to two thousand; a second messenger 
diminished it to four hundred.  A detachment, under the command of an officer was 
ordered to march immediately, and reconnoitre them.  The officer soon returned, and 
reported, that about fifty Indians had appeared at the brick-kilns; but upon the convicts, 
who were at work there, pointing their spades and shovels at them, in the manner of 
guns, they had fled into the woods.

15
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Tired of this state of petty warfare and endless uncertainty, the governor at length 
determined to adopt a decisive measure, by capturing some of them, and retaining them
by force; which we supposed would either inflame the rest to signal vengeance, in which
case we should know the worst, and provide accordingly:  or else it would induce an 
intercourse, by the report which our prisoners would make of the mildness and 
indulgence with which we used them.  And farther, it promised to unveil the cause of 
their mysterious conduct, by putting us in possession of their reasons for harassing and 
destroying our people, in the manner I have related.  Boats were accordingly ordered to 
be got ready, and every preparation made, which could lead to the attainment of our 
object.

But as this subject deserves to be particularly detailed, I shall, notwithstanding its being 
just within the period of time which this chapter professes to comprise, allot it a separate
place, in the beginning of the next.

Nor can I close this part of my work without congratulating both the reader and the 
author.  New matter now presents itself.  A considerable part of the foregoing chapters 
had been related before, either by others or myself.  I was however, unavoidably 
compelled to insert it, in order to preserve unbroken that chain of detail, and perspicuity 
of arrangement, at which books professing to convey information should especially aim.

CHAPTER III.

Transactions of the Colony, from the Commencement of the Year 1789, until the End of 
March.

Pursuant to his resolution, the governor on the 31st of December sent two boats, under 
the command of Lieutenant Ball of the ‘Supply’, and Lieutenant George Johnston of the 
marines, down the harbour, with directions to those officers to seize and carry off some 
of the natives.  The boats proceeded to Manly Cove, where several Indians were seen 
standing on the beach, who were enticed by courteous behaviour and a few presents to 
enter into conversation.  A proper opportunity being presented, our people rushed in 
among them, and seized two men:  the rest fled; but the cries of the captives soon 
brought them back, with many others, to their rescue:  and so desperate were their 
struggles, that, in spite of every effort on our side, only one of them was secured; the 
other effected his escape.  The boats put off without delay; and an attack from the shore
instantly commenced:  they threw spears, stones, firebrands, and whatever else 
presented itself, at the boats; nor did they retreat, agreeable to their former custom, until
many musquets were fired over them.

The prisoner was now fastened by ropes to the thwarts of the boat; and when he saw 
himself irretrievably disparted from his countrymen, set up the most piercing and 
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lamentable cries of distress.  His grief, however, soon diminished:  he accepted and ate 
of some broiled fish which was given to him, and sullenly submitted to his destiny.
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When the news of his arrival at Sydney was announced, I went with every other person 
to see him:  he appeared to be about thirty years old, not tall, but robustly made; and of 
a countenance which, under happier circumstances, I thought would display manliness 
and sensibility; his agitation was excessive, and the clamourous crowds who flocked 
around him did not contribute to lessen it.  Curiosity and observation seemed, 
nevertheless, not to have wholly deserted him; he shewed the effect of novelty upon 
ignorance; he wondered at all he saw:  though broken and interrupted with dismay, his 
voice was soft and musical, when its natural tone could be heard; and he readily 
pronounced with tolerable accuracy the names of things which were taught him.  To our 
ladies he quickly became extraordinarily courteous, a sure sign that his terror was 
wearing off.

Every blandishment was used to soothe him, and it had its effect.  As he was entering 
the governor’s house, some one touched a small bell which hung over the door:  he 
started with horror and astonishment; but in a moment after was reconciled to the noise,
and laughed at the cause of his perturbation.  When pictures were shown to him, he 
knew directly those which represented the human figure:  among others, a very large 
handsome print of her royal highness the Dutchess of Cumberland being produced, he 
called out ‘woman’, a name by which we had just before taught him to call the female 
convicts.  Plates of birds and beasts were also laid before him; and many people were 
led to believe, that such as he spoke about and pointed to were known to him.  But this 
must have been an erroneous conjecture, for the elephant, rhinoceros, and several 
others, which we must have discovered did they exist in the country, were of the 
number.  Again, on the other hand, those he did not point out, were equally unknown to 
him.

His curiosity here being satiated, we took him to a large brick house, which was building
for the governor’s residence:  being about to enter, he cast up his eyes, and seeing 
some people leaning out of a window on the first story, he exclaimed aloud, and testified
the most extravagant surprise.  Nothing here was observed to fix his attention so 
strongly as some tame fowls, who were feeding near him:  our dogs also he particularly 
noticed; but seemed more fearful than fond of them.

He dined at a side-table at the governor’s; and ate heartily of fish and ducks, which he 
first cooled.  Bread and salt meat he smelled at, but would not taste:  all our liquors he 
treated in the same manner, and could drink nothing but water.  On being shown that he
was not to wipe his hands on the chair which he sat upon, he used a towel which was 
gave to him, with great cleanliness and decency.

In the afternoon his hair was closely cut, his head combed, and his beard shaved; but 
he would not submit to these operations until he had seen them performed on another 
person, when he readily acquiesced.  His hair, as might be supposed, was filled with 
vermin, whose destruction seemed to afford him great triumph; nay, either revenge, or 
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pleasure, prompted him to eat them! but on our expressing disgust and abhorrence he 
left it off.
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To this succeeded his immersion in a tub of water and soap, where he was completely 
washed and scrubbed from head to foot; after which a shirt, a jacket, and a pair of 
trousers, were put upon him.  Some part of this ablution I had the honour to perform, in 
order that I might ascertain the real colour of the skin of these people.  My observation 
then was (and it has since been confirmed in a thousand other instances) that they are 
as black as the lighter cast of the African negroes.

Many unsuccessful attempts were made to learn his name; the governor therefore 
called him Manly, from the cove in which he was captured:  this cove had received its 
name from the manly undaunted behaviour of a party of natives seen there, on our 
taking possession of the country.

To prevent his escape, a handcuff with a rope attached to it, was fastened around his 
left wrist, which at first highly delighted him; he called it ‘bengadee’ (or ornament), but 
his delight changed to rage and hatred when he discovered its use.  His supper he 
cooked himself:  some fish were given to him for this purpose, which, without any 
previous preparation whatever, he threw carelessly on the fire, and when they became 
warm took them up, and first rubbed off the scales, peeled the outside with his teeth, 
and ate it; afterwards he gutted them, and laying them again on the fire, completed the 
dressing, and ate them.

A convict was selected to sleep with him, and to attend him wherever he might go.  
When he went with his keeper into his apartment he appeared very restless and uneasy
while a light was kept in; but on its extinction, he immediately lay down and composed 
himself.

Sullenness and dejection strongly marked his countenance on the following morning; to 
amuse him, he was taken around the camp, and to the observatory:  casting his eyes to 
the opposite shore from the point where he stood, and seeing the smoke of fire lighted 
by his countrymen, he looked earnestly at it, and sighing deeply two or three times, 
uttered the word ‘gweeun’ (fire).

His loss of spirits had not, however, the effect of impairing his appetite; eight fish, each 
weighing about a pound, constituted his breakfast, which he dressed as before.  When 
he had finished his repast, he turned his back to the fire in a musing posture, and crept 
so close to it, that his shirt was caught by the flame; luckily his keeper soon 
extinguished it; but he was so terrified at the accident, that he was with difficulty 
persuaded to put on a second.

1st.  January, 1789.  To-day being new-year’s-day, most of the officers were invited to 
the governor’s table:  Manly dined heartily on fish and roasted pork; he was seated on a
chest near a window, out of which, when he had done eating, he would have thrown his 
plate, had he not been prevented:  during dinner-time a band of music played in an 
adjoining apartment; and after the cloth was removed, one of the company sang in a 
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very soft and superior style; but the powers of melody were lost on Manly, which 
disappointed our expectations, as he had before shown pleasure and readiness in 
imitating our tunes.  Stretched out on his chest, and putting his hat under his head, he 
fell asleep.
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To convince his countrymen that he had received no injury from us, the governor took 
him in a boat down the harbour, that they might see and converse with him:  when the 
boat arrived, and lay at a little distance from the beach, several Indians who had retired 
at her approach, on seeing Manly, returned:  he was greatly affected, and shed tears.  
At length they began to converse.  Our ignorance of the language prevented us from 
knowing much of what passed; it was, however, easily understood that his friends asked
him why he did not jump overboard, and rejoin them.  He only sighed, and pointed to 
the fetter on his leg, by which he was bound.

In going down the harbour he had described the names by which they distinguish its 
numerous creeks and headlands:  he was now often heard to repeat that of ‘Weerong’ 
(Sydney Cove), which was doubtless to inform his countrymen of the place of his 
captivity; and perhaps invite them to rescue him.  By this time his gloom was chased 
away, and he parted from his friends without testifying reluctance.  His vivacity and good
humour continued all the evening, and produced so good an effect on his appetite, that 
he ate for supper two kangaroo rats, each of the size of a moderate rabbit, and in 
addition not less than three pounds of fish.

Two days after he was taken on a similar excursion; but to our surprise the natives kept 
aloof, and would neither approach the shore, or discourse with their countryman:  we 
could get no explanation of this difficulty, which seemed to affect us more than it did 
him.  Uncourteous as they were, he performed to them an act of attentive benevolence; 
seeing a basket made of bark, used by them to carry water, he conveyed into it two 
hawks and another bird, which the people in the boat had shot, and carefully covering 
them over, left them as a present to his old friends.  But indeed the gentleness and 
humanity of his disposition frequently displayed themselves:  when our children, 
stimulated by wanton curiosity, used to flock around him, he never failed to fondle them,
and, if he were eating at the time, constantly offered them the choicest part of his fare.

February, 1789.  His reserve, from want of confidence in us, continued gradually to wear
away:  he told us his name, and Manly gave place to Arabanoo.  Bread he began to 
relish; and tea he drank with avidity:  strong liquors he would never taste, turning from 
them with disgust and abhorrence.  Our dogs and cats had ceased to be objects of fear,
and were become his greatest pets, and constant companions at table.  One of our 
chief amusements, after the cloth was removed, was to make him repeat the names of 
things in his language, which he never hesitated to do with the utmost alacrity, 
correcting our pronunciation when erroneous.  Much information relating to the customs 
and manners of his country was also gained from him:  but as this subject will be 
separately and amply treated, I shall not anticipate myself by partially touching on it 
here.
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On the 2nd of February died Captain John Shea of the marines, after a lingering illness: 
he was interred on the following day, with the customary military honours, amidst the 
regret of all who knew him.  In consequence of his decease, appointments for the 
promotion of the oldest officer of each subordinate rank were signed by the major 
commandant of the marine battalion, until the pleasure of the lords of the admiralty 
should be notified.*

[These appointments were confirmed by the admiralty.]

On the 17th of February the ‘Supply’ again sailed for Norfolk Island.  The governor went 
down the harbour in her, and carried Arabanoo with him, who was observed to go on 
board with distrust and reluctance; when he found she was under sail, every effort was 
tried without success to exhilarate him; at length, an opportunity being presented, he 
plunged overboard, and struck out for the nearest shore:  believing that those who were 
left behind would fire at him, he attempted to dive, at which he was known to be very 
expert:  but this was attended with a difficulty which he had not foreseen:  his clothes 
proved so buoyant, that he was unable to get more than his head under water:  a boat 
was immediately dispatched after him, and picked him up, though not without struggles 
and resistance on his side.  When brought on board, he appeared neither afraid or 
ashamed of what he had done, but sat apart, melancholy and dispirited, and continued 
so until he saw the governor and his other friends descend into a boat, and heard 
himself called upon to accompany them:  he sprang forward, and his cheerfulness and 
alacrity of temper immediately returned, and lasted during the remainder of the day.  
The dread of being carried away, on an element of whose boundary he could form no 
conception, joined to the uncertainty of our intention towards him, unquestionably 
caused him to act as he did.

One of the principal effects which we had supposed the seizure and captivity of 
Arabanoo would produce, seemed yet at as great a distance as ever; the natives neither
manifested signs of increased hostility on his account, or attempted to ask any 
explanation of our conduct through the medium of their countryman who was in our 
possession, and who they knew was treated with no farther harshness than in being 
detained among us.  Their forbearance of open and determined attack upon can be 
accounted for only by recollecting their knowledge of our numbers, and their dread of 
our fire-arms:  that they wanted not sufficient provocation to do so, will appear from 
what I am about to relate.

March, 1789.  Sixteen convicts left their work at the brick-kilns without leave, and 
marched to Botany Bay, with a design to attack the natives, and to plunder them of their 
fishing-tackle and spears:  they had armed themselves with their working tools and 
large clubs.  When they arrived near the bay, a body of Indians, who had probably seen 
them set out, and had penetrated their intention from experience,
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suddenly fell upon them.  Our heroes were immediately routed, and separately 
endeavoured to effect their escape by any means which were left.  In their flight one 
was killed, and seven were wounded, for the most part very severely:  those who had 
the good fortune to outstrip their comrades and arrive in camp, first gave the alarm; and 
a detachment of marines, under an officer, was ordered to march to their relief.  The 
officer arrived too late to repel the Indians; but he brought in the body of the man that 
was killed, and put an end to the pursuit.  The governor was justly incensed at what had
happened, and instituted the most rigorous scrutiny into the cause which had produced 
it.  At first the convicts were unanimous in affirming, that they were quietly picking 
sweet-tea*, when they were without provocation assaulted by the natives, with whom 
they had no wish to quarrel.  Some of them, however, more irresolute than the rest, at 
last disclosed the purpose for which the expedition had been undertaken; and the whole
were ordered to be severely flogged:  Arabanoo was present at the infliction of the 
punishment; and was made to comprehend the cause and the necessity of it; but he 
displayed on the occasion symptoms of disgust and terror only.

[A vegetable creeper found growing on the rocks, which yields, on infusion in hot water, 
a sweet astringent taste, whence it derives its name:  to its virtues the healthy state of 
the soldiery and convicts must be greatly attributed.  It was drank universally.]

On the 24th instant the ‘Supply’ arrived from Norfolk Island, and Lord Howe Island, 
bringing from the latter place three turtles.

An awful and terrible example of justice took place towards the close of this month, 
which I record with regret, but which it would be disingenuous to suppress.  Six marines,
the flower of our battalion, were hanged by the public executioner, on the sentence of a 
criminal court, composed entirely of their own officers, for having at various times 
robbed the public stores of flour, meat, spirits, tobacco, and many other articles.

CHAPTER IV.

Transactions of the Colony in April and May, 1789.

An extraordinary calamity was now observed among the natives.  Repeated accounts 
brought by our boats of finding bodies of the Indians in all the coves and inlets of the 
harbour, caused the gentlemen of our hospital to procure some of them for the purposes
of examination and anatomy.  On inspection, it appeared that all the parties had died a 
natural death:  pustules, similar to those occasioned by the small pox, were thickly 
spread on the bodies; but how a disease, to which our former observations had led us 
to suppose them strangers, could at once have introduced itself, and have spread so 
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widely, seemed inexplicable.* Whatever might be the cause, the existence of the 
malady could no longer be doubted.  Intelligence
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was brought that an Indian family lay sick in a neighbouring cove:  the governor, 
attended by Arabanoo, and a surgeon, went in a boat immediately to the spot.  Here 
they found an old man stretched before a few lighted sticks, and a boy of nine or ten 
years old pouring water on his head, from a shell which he held in his hand:  near them 
lay a female child dead, and a little farther off, its unfortunate mother:  the body of the 
woman shewed that famine, superadded to disease, had occasioned her death:  
eruptions covered the poor boy from head to foot; and the old man was so reduced, that
he was with difficulty got into the boat.  Their situation rendered them incapable of 
escape, and they quietly submitted to be led away.  Arabanoo, contrary to his usual 
character, seemed at first unwilling to render them any assistance; but his shyness soon
wore off, and he treated them with the kindest attention.  Nor would he leave the place 
until he had buried the corpse of the child:  that of the woman he did not see from its 
situation; and as his countrymen did not point it out, the governor ordered that it should 
not be shown to him.  He scooped a grave in the sand with his hands, of no peculiarity 
of shape, which he lined completely with grass, and put the body into it, covering it also 
with grass; and then he filled up the hole, and raised over it a small mound with the 
earth which had been removed.  Here the ceremony ended, unaccompanied by any 
invocation to a superior being, or any attendant circumstance whence an inference of 
their religious opinions could be deduced.

[No solution of this difficulty had been given when I left the country, in December, 1791. 
I can, therefore, only propose queries for the ingenuity of others to exercise itself upon: 
is it a disease indigenous to the country?  Did the French ships under Monsieur de 
Peyrouse introduce it?  Let it be remembered that they had now been departed more 
than a year; and we had never heard of its existence on board of them.  Had it travelled 
across the continent from its western shore, where Dampier and other European 
voyagers had formerly landed?  Was it introduced by Mr. Cook?  Did we give it birth 
here?  No person among us had been afflicted with the disorder since we had quitted 
the Cape of Good Hope, seventeen months before.  It is true, that our surgeons had 
brought out variolous matter in bottles; but to infer that it was produced from this cause 
were a supposition so wild as to be unworthy of consideration.]

An uninhabited house, near the hospital, was allotted for their reception, and a cradle 
prepared for each of them.  By the encouragement of Arabanoo, who assured them of 
protection, and the soothing behaviour of our medical gentlemen, they became at once 
reconciled to us, and looked happy and grateful at the change of their situation.  
Sickness and hunger had, however, so much exhausted the old man, that little hope 
was entertained of his recovery.  As he pointed
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frequently to his throat, at the instance of Arabanoo, he tried to wash it with a gargle 
which was given to him; but the obstructed, tender state of the part rendered it 
impracticable.  ’Bado, bado’ (water), was his cry:  when brought to him, he drank largely 
at intervals of it.  He was equally importunate for fire, being seized with shivering fits; 
and one was kindled.  Fish were produced, to tempt him to eat; but he turned away his 
head, with signs of loathing.  Nanbaree (the boy), on the contrary, no sooner saw them 
than he leaped from his cradle, and eagerly seizing them, began to cook them.  A warm 
bath being prepared, they were immersed in it; and after being thoroughly cleansed, 
they had clean shirts put on them, and were again laid in bed.

The old man lived but a few hours.  He bore the pangs of dissolution with patient 
composure; and though he was sensible to the last moment, expired almost without a 
groan.  Nanbaree appeared quite unmoved at the event; and surveyed the corpse of his
father without emotion, simply exclaiming, ‘boee’ (dead).  This surprised us; as the 
tenderness and anxiety of the old man about the boy had been very moving.  Although 
barely able to raise his head, while so much strength was left to him, he kept looking 
into his child’s cradle; he patted him gently on the bosom; and, with dying eyes, seemed
to recommend him to our humanity and protection.  Nanbaree was adopted by Mr. 
White, surgeon-general of the settlement, and became henceforth one of his family.

Arabanoo had no sooner heard of the death of his countryman, than he hastened to 
inter him.  I was present at the ceremony, in company with the governor, captain Ball, 
and two or three other persons.  It differed, by the accounts of those who were present 
at the funeral of the girl, in no respect from what had passed there in the morning, 
except that the grave was dug by a convict.  But I was informed, that when intelligence 
of the death reached Arabanoo, he expressed himself with doubt whether he should 
bury, or burn the body; and seemed solicitous to ascertain which ceremony would be 
most gratifying to the governor.

Indeed, Arabanoo’s behaviour, during the whole of the transactions of this day, was so 
strongly marked by affection to his countryman, and by confidence in us, that the 
governor resolved to free him from all farther restraint, and at once to trust to his 
generosity, and the impression which our treatment of him might have made, for his 
future residence among us:  the fetter was accordingly taken off his leg.

In the evening, captain Ball and I crossed the harbour, and buried the corpse of the 
woman before mentioned.
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Distress continued to drive them in upon us.  Two more natives, one of them a young 
man, and the other his sister, a girl of fourteen years old, were brought in by the 
governor’s boat, in a most deplorable state of wretchedness from the smallpox.  The 
sympathy and affection of Arabanoo, which had appeared languid in the instance of 
Nanbaree and his father, here manifested themselves immediately.  We conjectured that
a difference of the tribes to which they belonged might cause the preference; but 
nothing afterwards happened to strengthen or confirm such a supposition.  The young 
man died at the end of three days:  the girl recovered, and was received as an inmate, 
with great kindness, in the family of Mrs Johnson, the clergyman’s wife.  Her name was 
Booron; but from our mistake of pronunciation she acquired that of Abaroo, by which 
she was generally known, and by which she will always be called in this work.  She 
shewed, at the death of her brother more feeling than Nanbaree had witnessed for the 
loss of his father.  When she found him dying, she crept to his side, and lay by him until 
forced by the cold to retire.  No exclamation, or other sign of grief, however, escaped 
her for what had happened.

May 1789.  At sunset, on the evening of the 2d instant, the arrival the ‘Sirius’, Captain 
Hunter, from the Cape of Good Hope, was proclaimed, and diffused universal joy and 
congratulation.  The day of famine was at least procrastinated by the supply of flour and
salt provisions she brought us.

The ‘Sirius’ had made her passage to the Cape of Good Hope, by the route of Cape 
Horn, in exactly thirteen weeks.  Her highest latitude was 57 degrees 10 minutes south, 
where the weather proved intolerably cold.  Ice, in great quantity, was seen for many 
days; and in the middle of December (which is correspondent to the middle of June, in 
our hemisphere), water froze in open casks upon deck, in the moderate latitude of 44 
degrees.

They were very kindly treated by the Dutch governor, and amply supplied by the 
merchants at the Cape, where they remained seven weeks.  Their passage back was 
effected by Van Diemen’s Land, near which, and close under Tasman’s Head, they were
in the utmost peril of being wrecked.

In this long run, which had extended round the circle, they had always determined their 
longitude, to the greatest nicety, by distances taken between the sun and moon, or 
between the moon and a star.  But it falls to the lot of very few ships to possess such 
indefatigable and accurate observers as Captain Hunter, and Mr. (now Captain) Bradley,
the first lieutenant of the ‘Sirius’.

I feel assured, that I have no reader who will not join in regretting the premature loss of 
Arabanoo, who died of the smallpox on the 18th instant, after languishing in it six days.  
From some imperfect marks and indents on his face, we were inclined to believe that he
had passed this dreaded disorder.  Even when the first symptoms of sickness seized 
him, we continued willing to hope that they proceeded from a different cause.  But at 
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length the disease burst forth with irresistible fury.  It were superfluous to say, that 
nothing which medical skill and unremitting attention could perform, were left unexerted 
to mitigate his sufferings, and prolong a life, which humanity and affectionate concern 
towards his sick compatriots, unfortunately shortened.
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During his sickness he reposed entire confidence in us.  Although a stranger to 
medicine, and nauseating the taste of it, he swallowed with patient submission 
innumerable drugs,* which the hope of relief induced us to administer to him.  The 
governor, who particularly regarded him, caused him to be buried in his own garden, 
and attended the funeral in person.

[Very different had been his conduct on a former occasion of a similar kind.  Soon after 
he was brought among us he was seized with a diarrhoea, for which he could by no 
persuasion be induced to swallow any of our prescriptions.  After many ineffectual trials 
to deceive, or overcome him, it was at length determined to let him pursue his own 
course, and to watch if he should apply for relief to any of the productions of the 
country.  He was in consequence observed to dig fern-root, and to chew it.  Whether the
disorder had passed its crisis, or whether the fern-root effected a cure, I know not; but it
is certain that he became speedily well.

**The regard was reciprocal.  His excellency had been ill but a short time before, when 
Arabanoo had testified the utmost solicitude for his case and recovery.  It is probable 
that he acquired, on this occasion, just notions of the benefit to be derived from medical 
assistance.  A doctor is, among them, a person of consequence.  It is certain that he 
latterly estimated our professional gentlemen very highly.]

The character of Arabanoo, as far as we had developed it, was distinguished by a 
portion of gravity and steadiness, which our subsequent acquaintance with his 
countrymen by no means led us to conclude a national characteristic.  In that daring, 
enterprising frame of mind, which, when combined with genius, constitutes the leader of
a horde of savages, or the ruler of a people, boasting the power of discrimination and 
the resistance of ambition, he was certainly surpassed by some of his successors, who 
afterwards lived among us.  His countenance was thoughtful, but not animated:  his 
fidelity and gratitude, particularly to his friend the governor, were constant and 
undeviating, and deserve to be recorded.  Although of a gentle and placable temper, we 
early discovered that he was impatient of indignity, and allowed of no superiority on our 
part.  He knew that he was in our power; but the independence of his mind never 
forsook him.  If the slightest insult were offered to him, he would return it with interest.  
At retaliation of merriment he was often happy; and frequently turned the laugh against 
his antagonist.  He did not want docility; but either from the difficulty of acquiring our 
language, from the unskillfulness of his teachers, or from some natural defect, his 
progress in learning it was not equal to what we had expected.  For the last three or four
weeks of his life, hardly any restraint was laid upon his inclinations:  so that had he 
meditated escape, he might easily have effected it.  He was, perhaps, the only native 
who was ever attached to us from choice; and who did not prefer a precarious 
subsistence among wilds and precipices, to the comforts of a civilized system.
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By his death, the scheme which had invited his capture was utterly defeated.  Of five 
natives who had been brought among us, three had perished from a cause which, 
though unavoidable, it was impossible to explain to a people, who would condescend to 
enter into no intercourse with us.  The same suspicious dread of our approach, and the 
same scenes of vengeance acted on unfortunate stragglers, continued to prevail.

CHAPTER V.

Transactions of the Colony until the Close of the Year 1789.

The anniversary of his majesty’s birth-day was celebrated, as heretofore, at the 
government-house, with loyal festivity.  In the evening, the play of ‘The Recruiting 
Officer’ was performed by a party of convicts, and honoured by the presence of his 
excellency, and the officers of the garrison.  That every opportunity of escape from the 
dreariness and dejection of our situation should be eagerly embraced, will not be 
wondered at.  The exhilarating effect of a splendid theatre is well known:  and I am not 
ashamed to confess, that the proper distribution of three or four yards of stained paper, 
and a dozen farthing candles stuck around the mud walls of a convict-hut, failed not to 
diffuse general complacency on the countenances of sixty persons, of various 
descriptions, who were assembled to applaud the representation.  Some of the actors 
acquitted themselves with great spirit, and received the praises of the audience:  a 
prologue and an epilogue, written by one of the performers, were also spoken on the 
occasion; which, although not worth inserting here, contained some tolerable allusions 
to the situation of the parties, and the novelty of a stage-representation in New South 
Wales.

Broken Bay, which was supposed to be completely explored, became again an object of
research.  On the sixth instant, the governor, accompanied by a large party in two boats,
proceeded thither.  Here they again wandered over piles of mis-shapen desolation, 
contemplating scenes of wild solitude, whose unvarying appearance renders them 
incapable of affording either novelty or gratification.  But when they had given over the 
hope of farther discovery, by pursuing the windings of an inlet, which, from its 
appearance, was supposed to be a short creek, they suddenly found themselves at the 
entrance of a fresh water river, up which they proceeded twenty miles, in a westerly 
direction; and would have farther prosecuted their research, had not a failure of 
provisions obliged them to return.  This river they described to be of considerable 
breadth, and of great depth; but its banks had hitherto presented nothing better than a 
counterpart of the rocks and precipices which surround Broken Bay.
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June, 1789.  A second expedition, to ascertain its course, was undertaken by his 
excellency, who now penetrated (measuring by the bed of the river) between 60 and 70 
miles, when the farther progress of the boats was stopped by a fall.  The water in every 
part was found to be fresh and good.  Of the adjoining country, the opinions of those 
who had inspected it (of which number I was not) were so various, that I shall decline to 
record them.  Some saw a rich and beautiful country; and others were so unfortunate as
to discover little else than large tracts of low land, covered with reeds, and rank with the 
inundations of the stream, by which they had been recently covered.  All parties, 
however, agreed, that the rocky, impenetrable country, seen on the first excursion, had 
ended nearly about the place whence the boats had then turned back.  Close to the fall 
stands a very beautiful hill, which our adventurers mounted, and enjoyed from it an 
extensive prospect.  Potatoes, maize, and garden seeds of various kinds were put into 
the earth, by the governor’s order, on different parts of Richmond-hill, which was 
announced to be its name.  The latitude of Richmond-hill, as observed by captain 
Hunter, was settled at 33 degrees 36 minutes south.

Here also the river received the name of Hawkesbury, in honour of the noble lord who 
bears that title.

Natives were found on the banks in several parts, many of whom were labouring under 
the smallpox.  They did not attempt to commit hostilities against the boats; but on the 
contrary shewed every sign of welcome and friendship to the strangers.

At this period, I was unluckily invested with the command of the outpost at Rose Hill, 
which prevented me from being in the list of discoverers of the Hawkesbury.  
Stimulated, however, by a desire of acquiring a further knowledge of the country, on the 
26th instant, accompanied by Mr. Arndell, assistant surgeon of the settlement, Mr. 
Lowes, surgeon’s mate of the ‘Sirius’, two marines, and a convict, I left the redoubt at 
day-break, pointing our march to a hill, distant five miles, in a westerly or inland 
direction, which commands a view of the great chain of mountains, called Carmarthen 
hills, extending from north to south farther than the eye can reach.  Here we paused, 
surveying “the wild abyss; pondering our voyage.”  Before us lay the trackless 
immeasurable desert, in awful silence.  At length, after consultation, we determined to 
steer west and by north, by compass, the make of the land in that quarter indicating the 
existence of a river.  We continued to march all day through a country untrodden before 
by an European foot.  Save that a melancholy crow now and then flew croaking over 
head, or a kangaroo was seen to bound at a distance, the picture of solitude was 
complete and undisturbed.  At four o’clock in the afternoon we halted near a small pond 
of water, where we took up our residence for the night, lighted a fire, and prepared to 
cook our supper:  that was, to broil over a couple of ramrods a few slices of salt pork, 
and a crow which we had shot.
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At daylight we renewed our peregrination; and in an hour after we found ourselves on 
the banks of a river, nearly as broad as the Thames at Putney, and apparently of great 
depth, the current running very slowly in a northerly direction.  Vast flocks of wild ducks 
were swimming in the stream; but after being once fired at, they grew so shy that we 
could not get near them a second time.  Nothing is more certain than that the sound of a
gun had never before been heard within many miles of this spot.

We proceeded upwards, by a slow pace, through reeds, thickets, and a thousand other 
obstacles, which impeded our progress, over coarse sandy ground, which had been 
recently inundated, though full forty feet above the present level of the river.  Traces of 
the natives appeared at every step, sometimes in their hunting-huts, which consist of 
nothing more than a large piece of bark, bent in the middle, and open at both ends, 
exactly resembling two cards, set up to form an acute angle; sometimes in marks on 
trees which they had climbed; or in squirrel-traps*; or, which surprised us more, from 
being new, in decoys for the purpose of ensnaring birds.  These are formed of 
underwood and reeds, long and narrow, shaped like a mound raised over a grave; with 
a small aperture at one end for admission of the prey; and a grate made of sticks at the 
other:  the bird enters at the aperture, seeing before him the light of the grate, between 
the bars of which, he vainly endeavours to thrust himself, until taken.  Most of these 
decoys were full of feathers, chiefly those of quails, which shewed their utility.  We also 
met with two old damaged canoes hauled up on the beach, which differed in no wise 
from those found on the sea coast.

[A squirrel-trap is a cavity of considerable depth, formed by art, in the body of a tree.  
When the Indians in their hunting parties set fire to the surrounding country (which is a 
very common custom) the squirrels, opossums, and other animals, who live in trees, 
flee for refuge into these holes, whence they are easily dislodged and taken.  The 
natives always pitch on a part of a tree for this purpose, which has been perforated by a
worm, which indicates that the wood is in an unsound state, and will readily yield to their
efforts.  If the rudeness and imperfection of the tools with which they work be 
considered, it must be confessed to be an operation of great toil and difficulty.]

Having remained out three days, we returned to our quarters at Rose-hill, with the 
pleasing intelligence of our discovery.  The country we had passed through we found 
tolerably plain, and little encumbered with underwood, except near the river side.  It is 
entirely covered with the same sorts of trees as grow near Sydney; and in some places 
grass springs up luxuriantly; other places are quite bare of it.  The soil is various:  in 
many parts a stiff and clay, covered with small pebbles; in other places, of a soft loamy 
nature:  but invariably, in every part near the river, it is a coarse sterile sand.  Our 
observations on it (particularly mine, from carrying the compass by which we steered) 
were not so numerous as might have been wished.  But, certainly, if the qualities of it be
such as to deserve future cultivation, no impediment of surface, but that of cutting down 
and burning the trees, exists, to prevent its being tilled.
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To this river the governor gave the name of Nepean.  The distance of the part of the 
river which we first hit upon from the sea coast, is about 39 miles, in a direct line almost 
due west.

A survey of Botany Bay took place in September.  I was of the party, with several others 
officers.  We continued nine days in the bay, during which time, the relative position of 
every part of it, to the extent of more than thirty miles, following the windings of the 
shore, was ascertained, and laid down on paper, by captain Hunter.

So complete an opportunity of forming a judgment, enables me to speak decisively of a 
place, which has often engaged conversation and excited reflection.  Variety of opinions
here disappeared.  I shall, therefore, transcribe literally what I wrote in my journal, on 
my return from the expedition.  “We were unanimously of opinion, that had not the 
nautical part of Mr. Cook’s description, in which we include the latitude and longitude of 
the bay, been so accurately laid down, there would exist the utmost reason to believe, 
that those who have described the contiguous country, had never seen it.  On the sides 
of the harbour, a line of sea coast more than thirty miles long, we did not find 200 acres 
which could be cultivated.”

September, 1789.  But all our attention was not directed to explore inlets, and toll for 
discovery.  Our internal tranquillity was still more important.  To repress the inroads of 
depredation; and to secure to honest industry the reward of its labour, had become 
matter of the most serious consideration; hardly a night passing without the commission
of robbery.  Many expedients were devised; and the governor at length determined to 
select from the convicts, a certain number of persons, who were meant to be of the 
fairest character, for the purpose of being formed into a nightly-watch, for the 
preservation of public and private property, under the following regulations, which, as 
the first system of police in a colony, so peculiarly constituted as ours, may perhaps 
prove not uninteresting.

I. A night-watch, consisting of 12 persons, divided into four parties, is appointed, and 
fully authorized to patrol at all hours in the night; and to visit such places as may be 
deemed necessary, for the discovery of any felony, trespass, or misdemeanor; and for 
the apprehending and securing for examination, any person or persons who may 
appear to them concerned therein, either by entrance into any suspected hut or 
dwelling, or by such other measure as may seem to them expedient.

II.  Those parts in which the convicts reside are to be divided and numbered, in the 
following manner.  The convict huts on the eastern side of the stream, and the public 
farm, are to be the first division.  Those at the brick-kilns, and the detached parties in 
the different private farms in that district, are to be the second division.  Those on the 
western side of the stream, as far as the line which separates the district of the women 
from the men, to be the third division.  The huts occupied from that line to the hospital, 
and from there to the observatory, to be the fourth division.
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III.  Each of these districts or divisions is to be under the particular inspection of one 
person, who may be judged qualified to inform himself of the actual residence of each 
individual in his district; as well as of his business, connections, and acquaintances.

IV.  Cognizance is to be taken of such convicts as may sell or barter their slops or 
provisions; and also of such as are addicted to gaming for either of the aforesaid 
articles, who are to be reported to the judge advocate.

V. Any soldier or seaman found straggling after the beating of the tattoo; or who may be 
found in a convict’s hut, is to be detained; and information of him immediately given to 
the nearest guard.

VI.  Any person who may be robbed during the night, is to give immediate information 
thereof to the watch of his district, who, on the instant of application being made, shall 
use the most effectual means to trace out the offender, or offenders, so that he, she, or 
they, may be brought to justice.

VII.  The watch of each district is to be under the direction of one person, who will be 
named for that purpose.  All the patrols are placed under the immediate inspection of 
Herbert Keeling.  They are never to receive any fee, gratuity, or reward, from any 
individual whatever, to engage their exertions in the execution of the above trust.  Nor 
will they receive any stipulated encouragement for the conviction of any offender.  But 
their diligence and good behaviour will be rewarded by the governor.  And for this 
purpose their conduct will be strictly attended to, by those who are placed in authority 
over them.

VIII.  The night-watch is to go out as soon as the tattoo ceases beating:  to return to 
their huts when the working drum beats in the morning:  and are to make their report to 
the judge advocate, through Herbert Keeling, of all robberies and misdemeanors which 
may have been committed.  Any assistance the patrols may require, will be given to 
them, on applying to the officer commanding the nearest guard; and by the civil power, if
necessary; for which last, application is to be made to the provost martial.

IX.  Any negligence on the part of those who shall be employed on this duty, will be 
punished with the utmost rigour of the law.

X. The night-watch is to consist of 12 persons.

Every political code, either from a defect of its constitution, or from the corruptness of 
those who are entrusted to execute it, will be found less perfect in practice than 
speculation had promised itself.  It were, however, prejudice to deny, that for some time 
following the institution of this patrol, nightly depredations became less frequent and 
alarming:  the petty villains, at least, were restrained by it.  And to keep even a garden 
unravaged was now become a subject of the deepest concern.
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For in October our weekly allowance of provisions, which had hitherto been eight 
pounds of flour, five pounds of salt pork, three pints of pease, six ounces of butter, was 
reduced to five pounds five ounces of flour, three pounds five ounces of pork, and two 
pints of pease.
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In order to lessen the consumption from the public stores, the ‘Supply’ was ordered to 
touch at Lord Howe Island, in her way from Norfolk Island, to try if turtle could be 
procured, for the purpose of being publicly served in lieu of salt provisions.  But she 
brought back only three turtles, which were distributed in the garrison.

December, 1789.  At the request of his excellency, lieutenant Dawes of the marines, 
accompanied by lieutenant Johnston and Mr. Lowes, about this time undertook the 
attempt to cross the Nepean river, and to penetrate to Carmarthen mountains.  Having 
discovered a ford in the river, they passed it, and proceeded in a westerly direction.  But
they found the country so rugged, and the difficulty of walking so excessive, that in three
days they were able to penetrate only fifteen miles, and were therefore obliged to 
relinquish their object.  This party, at the time they turned back, were farther inland than 
any other persons ever were before or since, being fifty-four miles in a direct line from 
the sea coast when on the summit of mount Twiss, a hill so named by them, and which 
bounded their peregrination.

Intercourse with the natives, for the purpose of knowing whether or not the country 
possessed any resources, by which life might be prolonged*, as well as on other 
accounts, becoming every day more desirable, the governor resolved to make prisoners
of two more of them.

[One of the convicts, a negro, had twice eloped, with an intention of establishing himself
in the society of the natives, with a wish to adopt their customs and to live with them:  
but he was always repulsed by them; and compelled to return to us from hunger and 
wretchedness.]

Boats properly provided, under the command of lieutenant Bradley of the ‘Sirius’, were 
accordingly dispatched on this service; and completely succeeded in trepanning and 
carrying off, without opposition, two fine young men, who were safely landed among us 
at Sydney.

Nanbaree and Abaroo welcomed them on shore; calling them immediately by their 
names, Baneelon (Bennelong), and Colbee.  But they seemed little disposed to receive 
the congratulations, or repose confidence in the assurances of their friends.  The same 
scenes of awkward wonder and impatient constraint, which had attended the 
introduction of Arabanoo, succeeded.  Baneelon we judged to be about twenty-six years
old, of good stature, and stoutly made, with a bold intrepid countenance, which bespoke
defiance and revenge.  Colbee was perhaps near thirty, of a less sullen aspect than his 
comrade, considerably shorter, and not so robustly framed, though better fitted for 
purposes of activity.  They had both evidently had the smallpox; indeed Colbee’s face 
was very thickly imprinted with the marks of it.

Positive orders were issued by the governor to treat them indulgently, and guard them 
strictly; notwithstanding which Colbee contrived to effect his escape in about a week, 
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with a small iron ring round his leg.  Had those appointed to watch them been a moment
later, his companion would have contrived to accompany him.
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But Baneelon, though haughty, knew how to temporize.  He quickly threw off all reserve;
and pretended, nay, at particular moments, perhaps felt satisfaction in his new state.  
Unlike poor Arabanoo, he became at once fond of our viands, and would drink the 
strongest liquors, not simply without reluctance, but with eager marks of delight and 
enjoyment.  He was the only native we ever knew who immediately shewed a fondness 
for spirits:  Colbee would not at first touch them.  Nor was the effect of wine or brandy 
upon him more perceptible than an equal quantity would have produced upon one of us,
although fermented liquor was new to him.

In his eating, he was alike compliant.  When a turtle was shown to Arabanoo, he would 
not allow it to be a fish, and could not be induced to eat of it.  Baneelon also denied it to 
be a fish; but no common councilman in Europe could do more justice than he did to a 
very fine one, that the ‘Supply’ had brought from Lord Howe Island, and which was 
served up at the governor’s table on Christmas Day.

His powers of mind were certainly far above mediocrity.  He acquired knowledge, both 
of our manners and language, faster than his predecessor had done.  He willingly 
communicated information; sang, danced, and capered, told us all the customs of his 
country, and all the details of his family economy.  Love and war seemed his favourite 
pursuits; in both of which he had suffered severely.  His head was disfigured by several 
scars; a spear had passed through his arm, and another through his leg.  Half of one of 
his thumbs was carried away; and the mark of a wound appeared on the back of his 
hand.  The cause and attendant circumstances of all these disasters, except one, he 
related to us.

“But the wound on the back of your hand, Baneelon!  How did you get that?”

He laughed, and owned that it was received in carrying off a lady of another tribe by 
force.  “I was dragging her away.  She cried aloud, and stuck her teeth in me.”

“And what did you do then?”

“I knocked her down, and beat her till she was insensible, and covered with blood.  
Then...”

Whenever he recounted his battles, “poised his lance, and showed how fields were 
won”, the most violent exclamations of rage and vengeance against his competitors in 
arms, those of the tribe called Cameeragal in particular, would burst from him.  And he 
never failed at such times to solicit the governor to accompany him, with a body of 
soldiers, in order that he might exterminate this hated name.

Although I call him only Baneelon, he had besides several appellations, and for a while 
he chose to be distinguished by that of Wolarawaree.  Again, as a mark of affection and 
respect to the governor, he conferred on him the name of Wolarawaree, and sometimes
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called him ‘Beenena’ (father), adopting to himself the name of governor.  This 
interchange we found is a constant symbol of friendship among them*.  In a word, his 
temper seemed pliant, and his relish of our society so great, that hardly any one judged 
he would attempt to quit us, were the means of escape put within his reach.  
Nevertheless it was thought proper to continue a watch over him.
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[It is observable that this custom prevails as a pledge of friendship and kindness all over
Asia, and has also been mentioned by Captain Cook to exist among the natives in the 
South Sea Islands.]

CHAPTER VI.

Transactions of the Colony, from the Beginning of the Year 1790 until the End of May 
following.

Our impatience of news from Europe strongly marked the commencement of the year.  
We had now been two years in the country, and thirty-two months from England, in 
which long period no supplies, except what had been procured at the Cape of Good 
Hope by the ‘Sirius’, had reached us.  From intelligence of our friends and connections 
we had been entirely cut off, no communication whatever having passed with our native 
country since the 13th of May 1787, the day of our departure from Portsmouth.  Famine 
besides was approaching with gigantic strides, and gloom and dejection overspread 
every countenance.  Men abandoned themselves to the most desponding reflections, 
and adopted the most extravagant conjectures.

Still we were on the tiptoe of expectation.  If thunder broke at a distance, or a fowling-
piece of louder than ordinary report resounded in the woods, “a gun from a ship” was 
echoed on every side, and nothing but hurry and agitation prevailed.  For eighteen 
months after we had landed in the country, a party of marines used to go weekly to 
Botany Bay, to see whether any vessel, ignorant of our removal to Port Jackson, might 
be arrived there.  But a better plan was now devised, on the suggestion of captain 
Hunter.  A party of seamen were fixed on a high bluff, called the South-head, at the 
entrance of the harbour, on which a flag was ordered to be hoisted, whenever a ship 
might appear, which should serve as a direction to her, and as a signal of approach to 
us.  Every officer stepped forward to volunteer a service which promised to be so 
replete with beneficial consequences.  But the zeal and alacrity of captain Hunter, and 
our brethren of the ‘Sirius’, rendered superfluous all assistance or co-operation.

Here on the summit of the hill, every morning from daylight until the sun sunk, did we 
sweep the horizon, in hope of seeing a sail.  At every fleeting speck which arose from 
the bosom of the sea, the heart bounded, and the telescope was lifted to the eye.  If a 
ship appeared here, we knew she must be bound to us; for on the shores of this vast 
ocean (the largest in the world) we were the only community which possessed the art of
navigation, and languished for intercourse with civilized society.

To say that we were disappointed and shocked, would very inadequately describe our 
sensations.  But the misery and horror of such a situation cannot be imparted, even by 
those who have suffered under it.
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March, 1790.  Vigorous measures were become indispensable.  The governor therefore,
early in February, ordered the ‘Sirius’ to prepare for a voyage to China; and a farther 
retrenchment of our ration, we were given to understand, would take place on her 
sailing.
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But the ‘Sirius’ was destined not to reach China.  Previously to her intended departure 
on that voyage, she was ordered, in concert with the ‘Supply’, to convey Major Ross, 
with a large detachment of marines, and more than two hundred convicts, to Norfolk 
Island, it being hoped that such a division of our numbers would increase the means of 
subsistence, by diversified exertions.  She sailed on the 6th of March.  And on the 27th 
of the same month, the following order was issued from headquarters.

Parole—Honour.

Counter sign—Example.

The expected supply of provisions not having arrived, makes it necessary to reduce the 
present ration.  And the commissary is directed to issue, from the 1st of April, the under-
mentioned allowance, to every person in the settlement without distinction.

Four pounds of flour, two pounds and a half of salt pork, and one pound and a half of 
rice, per week.

On the 5th of April news was brought, that the flag on the South-head was hoisted.  
Less emotion was created by the news than might be expected.  Every one coldly said 
to his neighbour, “the ‘Sirius’ and ‘Supply’ are returned from Norfolk Island.”  To satisfy 
myself that the flag was really flying, I went to the observatory, and looked for it through 
the large astronomical telescope, when I plainly saw it.  But I was immediately 
convinced that it was not to announce the arrival of ships from England; for I could see 
nobody near the flagstaff except one solitary being, who kept strolling around, unmoved 
by what he saw.  I well knew how different an effect the sight of strange ships would 
produce.

April, 1790.  The governor, however, determined to go down the harbour, and I begged 
permission to accompany him.  Having turned a point about half way down, we were 
surprised to see a boat, which was known to belong to the ‘Supply’, rowing towards us.  
On nearer approach, I saw captain Ball make an extraordinary motion with his hand, 
which too plainly indicated that something disastrous had happened; and I could not 
help turning to the governor, near whom I sat, and saying, “Sir, prepare yourself for bad 
news.”  A few minutes changed doubt into certainty; and to our unspeakable 
consternation we learned, that the ‘Sirius’ had been wrecked on Norfolk Island, on the 
19th of February.  Happily, however, Captain Hunter, and every other person belonging 
to her, were saved.

Dismay was painted on every countenance, when the tidings were proclaimed at 
Sydney.  The most distracting apprehensions were entertained All hopes were now 
concentred in the little ‘Supply’.
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At six o’clock in the evening, all the officers of the garrison, both civil and military, were 
summoned to meet the governor in council, when the nature of our situation was fully 
discussed and an account of the provisions yet remaining in store laid before the council
by the commissary.  This account stated, that on the present ration* the public stores 
contained salt meat sufficient to serve until the 2nd of July, flour until the 20th of August,
and rice, or pease in lieu of it, until the 1st of October.
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[See the ration of the 27th of March, a few pages back.]

Several regulations for the more effectual preservation of gardens, and other private 
property, were proposed, and adopted and after some interchange of opinion, the 
following ration was decreed to commence immediately, a vigorous exertion to prolong 
existence, or the chance of relief, being all now left to us.

Two pounds of pork, two pounds and a half of flour, two pounds of rice, or a quart of 
pease, per week, to every grown person, and to every child of more than eighteen 
months old.

     To every child under eighteen months old, the same
     quantity of rice and flour, and one pound of pork.**

[**When the age of this provision is recollected, its inadequacy will more strikingly 
appear.  The pork and rice were brought with us from England.  The pork had been 
salted between three and four years, and every grain of rice was a moving body, from 
the inhabitants lodged within it.  We soon left off boiling the pork, as it had become so 
old and dry, that it shrunk one half in its dimensions when so dressed.  Our usual 
method of cooking it was to cut off the daily morsel, and toast it on a fork before the fire,
catching the drops which fell on a slice of bread, or in a saucer of rice.  Our flour was 
the remnant of what was brought from the Cape, by the ‘Sirius’, and was good.  Instead 
of baking it, the soldiers and convicts used to boil it up with greens.]

The immediate departure of the ‘Supply’, for Batavia, was also determined.

Nor did our zeal stop here.  The governor being resolved to employ all the boats, public 
and private, in procuring fish—which was intended to be served in lieu of salt meat—all 
the officers, civil and military, including the clergyman, and the surgeons of the hospital, 
made the voluntary offer, in addition to their other duties, to go alternately every night in 
these boats, in order to see that every exertion was made, and that all the fish which 
might be caught was deposited with the commissary.

The best marksmen of the marines and convicts were also selected, and put under the 
command of a trusty sergeant, with directions to range the woods in search of 
kangaroos, which were ordered, when brought in, to be delivered to the commissary.

And as it was judged that the inevitable fatigues of shooting and fishing could not be 
supported on the common ration, a small additional quantity of flour and pork was 
appropriated to the use of the game-keepers; and each fisherman, who had been out 
during the preceding night had, on his return in the morning, a pound of uncleaned fish 
allowed for his breakfast.
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On the 17th instant, the ‘Supply’, captain Ball, sailed for Batavia.  We followed her with 
anxious eyes until she was no longer visible.  Truly did we say to her “In te omnis 
domus inclinata recumbit.”  We were, however, consoled by reflecting, that every thing 
which zeal, fortitude, and seamanship, could produce, was concentred in her 
commander.
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Our bosoms consequently became less perturbed; and all our labour and attention were
turned on one object—the procuring of food.  “Pride, pomp, and circumstance of 
glorious war” were no more.

The distress of the lower classes for clothes was almost equal to their other wants.  The
stores had been long exhausted, and winter was at hand.  Nothing more ludicrous can 
be conceived than the expedients of substituting, shifting, and patching, which ingenuity
devised, to eke out wretchedness, and preserve the remains of decency.  The superior 
dexterity of the women was particularly conspicuous.  Many a guard have I seen mount,
in which the number of soldiers without shoes exceeded that which had yet preserved 
remnants of leather.

Nor was another part of our domestic economy less whimsical.  If a lucky man, who had
knocked down a dinner with his gun, or caught a fish by angling from the rocks, invited a
neighbour to dine with him, the invitation always ran, “bring your own bread.”  Even at 
the governor’s table, this custom was constantly observed.  Every man when he sat 
down pulled his bread out of his pocket, and laid it by his plate.

The insufficiency of our ration soon diminished our execution of labour.  Both soldiers 
and convicts pleaded such loss of strength, as to find themselves unable to perform 
their accustomed tasks.  The hours of public work were accordingly shortened or, rather,
every man was ordered to do as much as his strength would permit, and every other 
possible indulgence was granted.

May, 1790.  In proportion, however, as lenity and mitigation were extended to inability 
and helplessness, inasmuch was the most rigorous justice executed on disturbers of the
public tranquillity.  Persons detected in robbing gardens, or pilfering provisions, were 
never screened because, as every man could possess, by his utmost exertions, but a 
bare sufficiency to preserve life*, he who deprived his neighbour of that little, drove him 
to desperation.  No new laws for the punishment of theft were enacted; but persons of 
all descriptions were publicly warned, that the severest penalties, which the existing law 
in its greatest latitude would authorise, should be inflicted on offenders.  The following 
sentence of a court of justice, of which I was a member, on a convict detected in a 
garden stealing potatoes, will illustrate the subject.  He was ordered to receive three 
hundred lashes immediately, to be chained for six months to two other criminals, who 
were thus fettered for former offences, and to have his allowance of flour stopped for six
months.  So that during the operation of the sentence, two pounds of pork, and two 
pounds of rice (or in lieu of the latter, a quart of pease) per week, constituted his whole 
subsistence.  Such was the melancholy length to which we were compelled to stretch 
our penal system.
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[Its preservation in some cases was found impracticable.  Three or four instances of 
persons who perished from want have been related to me.  One only, however, fell 
within my own observation.  I was passing the provision store, when a man, with a wild 
haggard countenance, who had just received his daily pittance to carry home, came 
out.  His faltering gait, and eager devouring eye, led me to watch him, and he had not 
proceeded ten steps before he fell.  I ordered him to be carried to the hospital, where, 
when he arrived, he was found dead.  On opening the body, the cause of death was 
pronounced to be inanition.]

Farther to contribute to the detection of villainy, a proclamation, offering a reward of sixty
pounds of flour, more tempting than the ore of Peru or Potosi, was promised to any one 
who should apprehend, and bring to justice, a robber of garden ground.

Our friend Baneelon, during this season of scarcity, was as well taken care of as our 
desperate circumstances would allow.  We knew not how to keep him, and yet were 
unwilling to part with him.  Had he penetrated our state, perhaps he might have given 
his countrymen such a description of our diminished numbers, and diminished strength, 
as would have emboldened them to become more troublesome.  Every expedient was 
used to keep him in ignorance.  His allowance was regularly received by the governor’s 
servant, like that of any other person, but the ration of a week was insufficient to have 
kept him for a day.  The deficiency was supplied by fish whenever it could be procured, 
and a little Indian corn, which had been reserved was ground and appropriated to his 
use.  In spite of all these aids, want of food has been known to make him furious and 
often melancholy.

There is reason to believe that he had long meditated his escape, which he effected in 
the night of the 3rd instant.  About two o’clock in the morning, he pretended illness, and 
awaking the servant who lay in the room with him, begged to go down stairs.  The other 
attended him without suspicion of his design; and Baneelon no sooner found himself in 
a backyard, than he nimbly leaped over a slight paling, and bade us adieu.

The following public order was issued within the date of this chapter, and is too pleasing
a proof that universal depravity did not prevail among the convicts, to be omitted.

The governor, in consequence of the unremitted good behaviour and meritorious 
conduct of John Irving, is pleased to remit the remainder of the term for which he was 
sentenced to transportation.  He is therefore to be considered as restored to all those 
rights and privileges, which had been suspended in consequence of the sentence of the
law.  And as such, he is hereby appointed to act as an assistant to the surgeon at 
Norfolk Island.
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CHAPTER VII

Transactions of the Colony in June, July, and August, 1790.
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At length the clouds of misfortune began to separate, and on the evening of the 3rd of 
June, the joyful cry of “the flag’s up” resounded in every direction.

I was sitting in my hut, musing on our fate, when a confused clamour in the street drew 
my attention.  I opened my door, and saw several women with children in their arms 
running to and fro with distracted looks, congratulating each other, and kissing their 
infants with the most passionate and extravagant marks of fondness.  I needed no 
more; but instantly started out, and ran to a hill, where, by the assistance of a pocket 
glass, my hopes were realized.  My next door neighbour, a brother-officer, was with me, 
but we could not speak.  We wrung each other by the hand, with eyes and hearts 
overflowing.

Finding that the governor intended to go immediately in his boat down the harbour, I 
begged to be of his party.

As we proceeded, the object of our hopes soon appeared:  a large ship, with English 
colours flying, working in, between the heads which form the entrance of the harbour.  
The tumultuous state of our minds represented her in danger; and we were in agony.  
Soon after, the governor, having ascertained what she was, left us, and stepped into a 
fishing boat to return to Sydney.  The weather was wet and tempestuous but the body is
delicate only when the soul is at ease.  We pushed through wind and rain, the anxiety of
our sensations every moment redoubling.  At last we read the word ‘London’ on her 
stern.  “Pull away, my lads!  She is from Old England!  A few strokes more, and we shall 
be aboard!  Hurrah for a bellyfull, and news from our friends!” Such were our 
exhortations to the boat’s crew.

A few minutes completed our wishes, and we found ourselves on board the ‘Lady 
Juliana’ transport, with two hundred and twenty-five of our countrywomen whom crime 
or misfortune had condemned to exile.  We learned that they had been almost eleven 
months on their passage, having left Plymouth, into which port they had put in July, 
1789.  We continued to ask a thousand questions on a breath.  Stimulated by curiosity, 
they inquired in turn; but the right of being first answered, we thought, lay on our side.  
“Letters, letters!” was the cry.  They were produced, and torn open in trembling 
agitation.  News burst upon us like meridian splendor on a blind man.  We were 
overwhelmed with it:  public, private, general, and particular.  Nor was it until some days
had elapsed, that we were able to methodise it, or reduce it into form.  We now heard 
for the first time of our sovereign’s illness, and his happy restoration to health.  The 
French revolution of 1789, with all the attendant circumstances of that wonderful and 
unexpected event, succeeded to amaze us*.  Now, too, the disaster which had befallen 
the ‘Guardian’, and the liberal and enlarged plan on which she had been stored and 
fitted out by government for our use, was promulged.  It served also, in some measure, 
to account why we had not sooner heard from England.  For had not the ‘Guardian’ 
struck on an island of ice, she would probably have reached us three months before, 
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and in this case have prevented the loss of the ‘Sirius’, although she had sailed from 
England three months after the ‘Lady Juliana’.
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[These words bring to my mind an anecdote, which, though rather out of place, I shall 
offer no apology for introducing.  Among other inquiries, we were anxious to learn 
whether M. de la Peyrouse, with the two ships under his command, bound on a voyage 
of discovery, had arrived in France.  We heard with concern, that no accounts of them 
had been received, since they had left Botany Bay, in March, 1788.  I remember when 
they were at that place, one day conversing with Monsieur de la Peyrouse, about the 
best method of treating savage people, “Sir,” said he, “I have sometimes been 
compelled to commit hostilities upon them, but never without suffering the most 
poignant regret; for, independent of my own feelings on the occasion, his Majesty’s 
(Louis XVI) last words to me, de sa propre bouche, when I took leave of him at 
Versailles, were:  ’It is my express injunction, that you always treat the Indian nations 
with kindness and humanity.  Gratify their wishes, and never, but in a case of the last 
necessity, when self-defence requires it, shed human blood.’  Are these the sentiments 
of a tyrant, of a sanguinary and perfidious man?”

A general thanksgiving to Almighty God, for his Majesty’s recovery, and happy 
restoration to his family and subjects, was ordered to be offered up on the following 
Wednesday, when all public labour was suspended; and every person in the settlement 
attended at church, where a sermon, suited to an occasion, at once so full of gratitude 
and solemnity, was preached by the Reverend Richard Johnson, chaplain of the colony.

All the officers were afterwards entertained at dinner by the governor.  And in the 
evening, an address to his excellency, expressive of congratulation and loyalty, was 
agreed upon; and in two days after was presented, and very graciously received.

The following invitation to the non-commissioned officers and private soldiers of the 
marine battalion, was also about this time published.

In consequence of the assurance that was given to the non-commissioned officers and 
men belonging to the battalion of marines, on their embarking for the service of this 
country, that such of them as should behave well, would be allowed to quit the service, 
on their return to England; or be discharged abroad, upon the relief taking place, and 
permitted to settle in the country—His Majesty has been graciously pleased to direct the
following encouragement to be held up to such non-commissioned officers and privates,
as may be disposed to become settlers in this country, or in any of the islands 
comprised within the government of the continent of New South Wales, on the arrival of 
the corps raised and intended for the service of this colony, and for their relief, viz: 

To every non-commissioned officer, an allotment of one hundred and thirty acres of 
land, if single, and of one hundred and fifty acres, if married.  To every private soldier, 
an allotment of eighty acres, if single, and of one hundred acres if married; and also an 
allotment of ten acres for every child, whether of a non-commissioned officer, or of a 
private soldier.  These allotments will be free of all fines, taxes, quit-rents, and other 
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acknowledgments, for the space of ten years; but after the expiration of that period, will 
be subject to an annual quit-rent of one shilling for every fifty acres.
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His Majesty has likewise been farther pleased to signify his royal will and pleasure, that 
a bounty of three pounds be offered to each non-commissioned officer and soldier, who 
may be disposed to continue in this country, and enlist in the corps appointed for the 
service of New South Wales; with a farther assurance, that in case of a proper 
demeanour on their part, they shall, after a farther service of five years, be entitled to 
double the former portion of land, provided they then choose to become settlers in the 
country, free of all taxes, fines, and quit-rents, for the space of fifteen years; but after 
that time, to be subject to the beforementioned annual quit-rent of one shilling for every 
fifty acres.

And as a farther encouragement to those men who may be desirous to become settlers,
and continue in the country, his Majesty has been likewise pleased to direct, that every 
man shall, on being discharged, receive out of the public store, a portion of clothing and 
provisions, sufficient for his support for one year; together with a suitable quantity of 
seeds, grain, etc. for the tillage of the land; and a portion of tools and implements of 
agriculture, proper for their use.  And whenever any man, who may become a settler, 
can maintain, feed, and clothe, such number of convicts as may be judged necessary 
by the governor, for the time being, to assist him in clearing and cultivating the land, the 
service of such convicts shall be assigned to him.

We were joyfully surprised on the 20th of the month to see another sail enter the 
harbour.  She proved to be the Justinian transport, commanded by Captain Maitland, 
and our rapture was doubled on finding that she was laden entirely with provisions for 
our use.  Full allowance, and general congratulation, immediately took place.  This ship 
had left Falmouth on the preceding 20th of January, and completed her passage exactly
in five months*.  She had staid at Madeira one day, and four at Sao Tiago, from which 
last place she had steered directly for New South Wales, neglecting Rio de Janeiro on 
her right, and the Cape of Good Hope on her left; and notwithstanding the immense 
tract of ocean she had passed, brought her crew without sickness into harbour.  When 
the novelty and boldness of such an attempt shall be recollected, too much praise, on 
the spirit and activity of Mr. Maitland, cannot be bestowed.

[Accident only prevented her from making it in eighteen days less, for she was then in 
sight of the harbour’s mouth, when an unpropitious gale of wind blew her off.  Otherwise
she would have reached us one day sooner than the ‘Lady Juliana’.  It is a curious 
circumstance, that these two ships had sailed together from the river Thames, one 
bound to Port Jackson, and the other bound to Jamaica.  The Justinian carried her 
cargo to the last mentioned place, landed it; and loaded afresh with sugars, which she 
returned with, and delivered in London.  She was then hired as a transport, reladen, 
and sailed for New South Wales.  Let it be remembered, that no material accident had 
happened to either vessel.  But what will not zeal and diligence accomplish!]
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Good fortune continued to befriend us.  Before the end of the month, three more 
transports, having on board two companies of the New South Wales corps, arrived to 
add to our society.  These ships also brought out a large body of convicts, whose state 
and sufferings will be best estimated by the following return.

N a m e s  of     No. of p eo ple    No. of p e r so ns  w ho  die d    No.  lan d e d  sick
S hips          e m b a rk e d           on  t h e  p a s s a g e        a t  Por t  Jackson

-------------------------------------------------------
----------
N e p t u n e            5 3 0                  1 6 3                   2 6 9

Surprise 252 42 121

Scarborough 256 68 96

-------------------------------------------------------
----------
1 0 3 8                  2 7 3                   4 8 6

-------------------------------------------------------
----------

N.B.  Of those landed sick, one hundred and twenty-four died in the hospital at Sydney.

On our passage from England, which had lasted more than eight months and with 
nearly an equal number of persons, only twenty-four had died, and not thirty were 
landed sick.  The difference can be accounted for, only by comparing the manner in 
which each fleet was fitted out and conducted.  With us the provisions, served on board,
were laid in by a contractor, who sent a deputy to serve them out; and it became a part 
of duty for the officers of the troops to inspect their quality, and to order that every one 
received his just proportion.  Whereas, in the fleet now arrived, the distribution of 
provisions rested entirely with the masters of the merchantmen, and the officers were 
expressly forbidden to interfere in any shape farther about the convicts than to prevent 
their escape.

Seventeen pounds, in full of all expense, was the sum paid by the public for the 
passage of each person.  And this sum was certainly competent to afford fair profit to 
the merchant who contracted.  But there is reason to believe, that some of those who 
were employed to act for him, violated every principle of justice, and rioted on the spoils 
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of misery, for want of a controlling power to check their enormities.  No doubt can be 
entertained, that a humane and liberal government will interpose its authority, to prevent
the repetition of such flagitious conduct.

Although the convicts had landed from these ships with every mark of meagre misery, 
yet it was soon seen, that a want of room, in which more conveniences might have been
stowed for their use, had not caused it.  Several of the masters of the transports 
immediately opened stores, and exposed large quantities of goods to sale, which, 
though at most extortionate prices, were eagerly bought up.
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Such was the weakly state of the new corners, that for several weeks little real benefit to
the colony was derived from so great a nominal addition to our number.  However, as 
fast as they recovered, employment was immediately assigned to them.  The old hours 
of labour, which had been reduced in our distress, were re-established, and the most 
vigorous measures adopted to give prosperity to the settlement.  New buildings were 
immediately planned, and large tracts of ground, at Rose-hill, ordered to be cleared, and
prepared for cultivation.  Some superintendents who had arrived in the fleet, and were 
hired by government for the purpose of overlooking and directing the convicts, were 
found extremely serviceable in accelerating the progress of improvement.

July, 1790.  This month was marked by nothing worth communication, except a 
melancholy accident which befell a young gentleman of amiable character (one of the 
midshipmen lately belonging to the ‘Sirius’) and two marines.  He was in a small boat, 
with three marines, in the harbour, when a whale was seen near them.  Sensible of their
danger, they used every effort to avoid the cause of it, by rowing in a contrary direction 
from that which the fish seemed to take, but the monster suddenly arose close to them, 
and nearly filled the boat with water.  By exerting themselves, they baled her out, and 
again steered from it.  For some time it was not seen, and they conceived themselves 
safe, when, rising immediately under the boat, it lifted her to the height of many yards 
on its back, whence slipping off, she dropped as from a precipice, and immediately filled
and sunk.  The midshipman and one of the marines were sucked into the vortex which 
the whale had made, and disappeared at once.  The two other marines swam for the 
nearest shore, but one only reached it, to recount the fate of his companions.

August, 1790.  In the beginning of this month, in company with Mr. Dawes and Mr. 
Worgan, late surgeon of the ‘Sirius’, I undertook an expedition to the southward and 
westward of Rose Hill, where the country had never been explored.  We remained out 
seven days, and penetrated to a considerable distance in a S.S.W. direction, bounding 
our course at a remarkable hill, to which, from its conical shape, we gave the name of 
Pyramid-hill.  Except the discovery of a river (which is unquestionably the Nepean near 
its source) to which we gave the name of the Worgan, in honour of one of our party, 
nothing very interesting was remarked.

Towards the end of the month, we made a second excursion to the north-west of Rose 
Hill, when we again fell in with the Nepean, and traced it to the spot where it had been 
first discovered by the party of which I was a member, fourteen months before, 
examining the country as we went along.  Little doubt now subsisted that the 
Hawkesbury and Nepean were one river.

We undertook a third expedition soon after to Broken Bay, which place we found had 
not been exaggerated in description, whether its capacious harbour, or its desolate 
incultivable shores, be considered.  On all these excursions we brought away, in small 
bags, as many specimens of the soil of the country we had passed through, as could be
conveniently carried, in order that by analysis its qualities might be ascertained.
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CHAPTER VIII.

Transactions of the Colony in the Beginning of September, 1790.

The tremendous monster who had occasioned the unhappy catastrophe just recorded 
was fated to be the cause of farther mischief to us.

On the 7th instant, Captain Nepean, of the New South Wales Corps, and Mr. White, 
accompanied by little Nanbaree, and a party of men, went in a boat to Manly Cove, 
intending to land there, and walk on to Broken Bay.  On drawing near the shore, a dead 
whale, in the most disgusting state of putrefaction, was seen lying on the beach, and at 
least two hundred Indians surrounding it, broiling the flesh on different fires, and 
feasting on it with the most extravagant marks of greediness and rapture.  As the boat 
continued to approach, they were observed to fall into confusion and to pick up their 
spears, on which our people lay upon their oars and Nanbaree stepping forward, 
harangued them for some time, assuring them that we were friends.  Mr. White now 
called for Baneelon who, on hearing his name, came forth, and entered into 
conversation.  He was greatly emaciated, and so far disfigured by a long beard, that our
people not without difficulty recognized their old acquaintance.  His answering in broken
English, and inquiring for the governor, however, soon corrected their doubts.  He 
seemed quite friendly.  And soon after Colbee came up, pointing to his leg, to show that 
he had freed himself from the fetter which was upon him, when he had escaped from 
us.

When Baneelon was told that the governor was not far off, he expressed great joy, and 
declared that he would immediately go in search of him, and if he found him not, would 
follow him to Sydney.  “Have you brought any hatchets with you?” cried he.  Unluckily 
they had not any which they chose to spare; but two or three shirts, some 
handkerchiefs, knives, and other trifles, were given to them, and seemed to satisfy.  
Baneelon, willing to instruct his countrymen, tried to put on a shirt, but managed it so 
awkwardly, that a man of the name of M’Entire, the governor’s gamekeeper, was 
directed by Mr. White to assist him.  This man, who was well known to him, he positively
forbade to approach, eyeing him ferociously, and with every mark of horror and 
resentment.  He was in consequence left to himself, and the conversation proceeded as
before.  The length of his beard seemed to annoy him much, and he expressed eager 
wishes to be shaved, asking repeatedly for a razor.  A pair of scissors was given to him, 
and he shewed he had not forgotten how to use such an instrument, for he forthwith 
began to clip his hair with it.

During this time, the women and children, to the number of more than fifty, stood at a 
distance, and refused all invitations, which could be conveyed by signs and gestures, to 
approach nearer.  “Which of them is your old favourite, Barangaroo, of whom you used 
to speak so often?”
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“Oh,” said he, “she is become the wife of Colbee!  But I have got ’bulla muree deein’ 
(two large women) to compensate for her loss.”

It was observed that he had received two wounds, in addition to his former numerous 
ones, since he had left us; one of them from a spear, which had passed through the 
fleshy part of his arm; and the other displayed itself in a large scar above his left eye.  
They were both healed, and probably were acquired in the conflict wherein he had 
asserted his pretensions to the two ladies.

Nanbaree, all this while, though he continued to interrogate his countrymen, and to 
interpret on both sides, shewed little desire to return to their society, and stuck very 
close to his new friends.  On being asked the cause of their present meeting, Baneelon 
pointed to the whale, which stunk immoderately, and Colbee made signals, that it was 
common among them to cat until the stomach was so overladen as to occasion 
sickness.

Their demand of hatchets being re-iterated, notwithstanding our refusal, they were 
asked why they had not brought with them some of their own?  They excused 
themselves by saying, that on an occasion of the present sort, they always left them at 
home, and cut up the whale with the shell which is affixed to the end of the throwing-
stick.

Our party now thought it time to proceed on their original expedition, and having taken 
leave of their sable friends, rowed to some distance, where they landed, and set out for 
Broken Bay, ordering the coxswain of the boat, in which they had come down, to go 
immediately and acquaint the governor of all that had passed.  When the natives saw 
that the boat was about to depart, they crowded around her, and brought down, by way 
of present, three or four great junks of the whale, and put them on board of her, the 
largest of which, Baneelon expressly requested might be offered, in his name, to the 
governor.

It happened that his excellency had this day gone to a landmark, which was building on 
the South-head, near the flag-staff, to serve as a direction to ships at sea, and the boat 
met him on his return to Sydney.  Immediately on receiving the intelligence, he hastened
back to the South-head, and having procured all the fire-arms which could be mustered 
there, consisting of four muskets and a pistol, set out, attended by Mr. Collins and 
Lieutenant Waterhouse of the navy.

When the boat reached Manly Cove, the natives were found still busily employed 
around the whale.  As they expressed not any consternation on seeing us row to the 
beach, governor Phillip stepped out unarmed, and attended by one seaman only, and 
called for Baneelon, who appeared, but, notwithstanding his former eagerness, would 
not suffer the other to approach him for several minutes.  Gradually, however, he 
warmed into friendship and frankness, and presently after Colbee came up.  They 

59



discoursed for some time, Baneelon expressing pleasure to see his old acquaintance, 
and inquiring
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by name for every person whom he could recollect at Sydney; and among others for a 
French cook, one of the governor’s servants, whom he had constantly made the butt of 
his ridicule, by mimicking his voice, gait, and other peculiarities, all of which he again 
went through with his wonted exactness and drollery.  He asked also particularly for a 
lady from whom he had once ventured to snatch a kiss; and on being told that she was 
well, by way of proving that the token was fresh in his remembrance, he kissed 
Lieutenant Waterhouse, and laughed aloud.  On his wounds being noticed, he coldly 
said, that he had received them at Botany Bay, but went no farther into their history.

Hatchets still continued to be called for with redoubled eagerness, which rather 
surprised us, as formerly they had always been accepted with indifference.  But 
Baneelon had probably demonstrated to them their superiority over those of their own 
manufacturing.  To appease their importunity, the governor gave them a knife, some 
bread, pork, and other articles, and promised that in two days he would return hither, 
and bring with him hatchets to be distributed among them, which appeared to diffuse 
general satisfaction.

Baneelon’s love of wine has been mentioned; and the governor, to try whether it still 
subsisted, uncorked a bottle, and poured out a glass of it, which the other drank off with 
his former marks of relish and good humour, giving for a toast, as he had been taught, 
“The King.”

Our party now advanced from the beach but, perceiving many of the Indians filing off to 
the right and left, so as in some measure to surround them, they retreated gently to their
old situation, which produced neither alarm or offence.  The others by degrees also 
resumed their former position.  A very fine barbed spear of uncommon size being seen 
by the governor, he asked for it.  But Baneelon, instead of complying with the request, 
took it away, and laid it at some distance, and brought back a throwing-stick, which he 
presented to his excellency.

Matters had proceeded in this friendly train for more than half an hour, when a native, 
with a spear in his hand, came forward, and stopped at the distance of between twenty 
and thirty yards from the place where the governor, Mr. Collins, Lieutenant Waterhouse, 
and a seaman stood.  His excellency held out his hand, and called to him, advancing 
towards him at the same time, Mr. Collins following close behind.  He appeared to be a 
man of middle age, short of stature, sturdy, and well set, seemingly a stranger, and but 
little acquainted with Baneelon and Colbee.  The nearer the governor approached, the 
greater became the terror and agitation of the Indian.  To remove his fear, governor 
Phillip threw down a dirk, which he wore at his side.  The other, alarmed at the rattle of 
the dirk, and probably misconstruing the action, instantly fixed his lance in his throwing-
stick*.
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[Such preparation is equal to what cocking a gun, and directing it at its object, would be 
with us.  To launch the spear, or to touch the trigger, only remains.]
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To retreat, his excellency now thought would be more dangerous than to advance.  He 
therefore cried out to the man, Weeeree, Weeree, (bad; you are doing wrong) displaying
at the same time, every token of amity and confidence.  The words had, however, hardly
gone forth, when the Indian, stepping back with one foot, aimed his lance with such 
force and dexterity, that striking* the governor’s right shoulder, just above the collar-
bone, the point glancing downward, came out at his back, having made a wound of 
many inches long.  The man was observed to keep his eye steadily fixed on the lance 
until it struck its object, when he directly dashed into the woods and was seen no more.

[His excellency described the shock to me as similar to a violent blow, with such energy 
was the weapon thrown.]

Instant confusion on both sides took place.  Baneelon and Colbee disappeared and 
several spears were thrown from different quarters, though without effect.  Our party 
retreated as fast as they could, calling to those who were left in the boat, to hasten up 
with firearms.  A situation more distressing than that of the governor, during the time that
this lasted, cannot readily be conceived:  the pole of the spear, not less than ten feet in 
length, sticking out before him, and impeding his flight, the butt frequently striking the 
ground, and lacerating the wound.  In vain did Mr. Waterhouse try to break it; and the 
barb, which appeared on the other side, forbade extraction, until that could be 
performed.  At length it was broken, and his excellency reached the boat, by which time 
the seamen with the muskets had got up, and were endeavouring to fire them, but one 
only would go off, and there is no room to believe that it was attended with any 
execution.

When the governor got home, the wound was examined.  It had bled a good deal in the 
boat, and it was doubtful whether the subclavian artery might not be divided.  On 
moving the spear, it was found, however, that it might be safely extracted, which was 
accordingly performed.

Apprehension for the safety of the party who had gone to Broken Bay, now took place.  
Lieutenant Long, with a detachment of marines, was immediately sent to escort them 
back, lest any ambush might be laid by the natives to cut them off.  When Mr. Long 
reached Manly Cove, the sun had set; however, he pursued his way in the dark, 
scrambling over rocks and thickets, as well as he could, until two o’clock on the 
following morning, when he overtook them at a place where they had halted to sleep, 
about half-way between the two harbours.

At day-break they all returned, and were surprised to find tracks in the sand of the feet 
of the Indians, almost the whole way from the place where they had slept to the Cove.  
By this it should seem as if these last had secretly followed them, probably with hostile 
intentions but, on discovering their strength, and that they were on their guard, had 
abandoned their design.
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On reaching Manly Cove, three Indians were observed standing on a rock, with whom 
they entered into conversation.  The Indians informed them, that the man who had 
wounded the governor belonged to a tribe residing at Broken Bay, and they seemed 
highly to condemn what he had done.  Our gentlemen asked them for a spear, which 
they immediately gave.  The boat’s crew said that Baneelon and Colbee had just 
departed, after a friendly intercourse.  Like the others, they had pretended highly to 
disapprove the conduct of the man who had thrown the spear, vowing to execute 
vengeance upon him.

From this time, until the 14th, no communication passed between the natives and us.  
On that day, the chaplain and lieutenant Dawes, having Abaroo with them in a boat, 
learned from two Indians that Wileemarin was the name of the person who had 
wounded the governor.  These two people inquired kindly how his excellency did, and 
seemed pleased to hear that he was likely to recover.  They said that they were 
inhabitants of Rose Hill, and expressed great dissatisfaction at the number of white men
who had settled in their former territories.  In consequence of which declaration, the 
detachment at that post was reinforced on the following day.

A hazardous enterprise (but when liberty is the stake, what enterprise is too hazardous 
for its attainment!) was undertaken in this month by five convicts at Rose Hill, who, in 
the night, seized a small punt there, and proceeded in her to the South Head, whence 
they seized and carried off a boat, appropriated to the use of the lookout house, and put
to sea in her, doubtless with a view of reaching any port they could arrive at, and 
asserting their freedom.  They had all come out in the last fleet; and for some time 
previous to their elopement, had been collecting fishing tackle, and hoarding up 
provisions, to enable them to put their scheme into execution*.

[They have never since been heard of.  Before they went away, they tried in vain to 
procure firearms.  If they were not swallowed by the sea, probably they were cut off by 
the natives, on some part of the coast where their necessities obliged them to land.]

CHAPTER IX.

Transactions of the Colony in part of September and October, 1790.

From so unfavourable an omen as I have just related, who could prognosticate that an 
intercourse with the natives was about to commence!  That the foundation of what 
neither entreaty, munificence, or humanity, could induce, should be laid by a deed, 
which threatened to accumulate scenes of bloodshed and horror was a consequence 
which neither speculation could predict, or hope expect to see accomplished.
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On the 15th a fire being seen on the north shore of the harbour, a party of our people 
went thither, accompanied by Nanbaree and Abaroo.  They found there Baneelon, and 
several other natives, and much civility passed, which was cemented by a mutual 
promise to meet in the afternoon at the same place.  Both sides were punctual to their 
engagement, and no objection being made to our landing, a party of us went ashore to 
them unarmed.  Several little presents, which had been purposely brought, were 
distributed among them; and to Baneelon were given a hatchet and a fish.  At a distance
stood some children, who, though at first timorous and unwilling to approach, were soon
persuaded to advance, and join the men.

A bottle of wine was produced, and Baneelon immediately prepared for the charge.  
Bread and beef he called loudly for, which were given to him, and he began to eat, 
offering a part of his fare to his countrymen, two of whom tasted the beef, but none of 
them would touch the bread.  Having finished his repast, he made a motion to be 
shaved, and a barber being present, his request was complied with, to the great 
admiration of his countrymen, who laughed and exclaimed at the operation.  They would
not, however, consent to undergo it, but suffered their beards to be clipped with a pair of
scissors.

On being asked where their women were, they pointed to the spot, but seemed not 
desirous that we should approach it.  However, in a few minutes, a female appeared not
far off, and Abaroo was dispatched to her.  Baneelon now joined with Abaroo to 
persuade her to come to us, telling us she was Barangaroo, and his wife, 
notwithstanding he had so lately pretended that she had left him for Colbee.  At length 
she yielded, and Abaroo, having first put a petticoat on her, brought her to us.  But this 
was the prudery of the wilderness, which her husband joined us to ridicule, and we soon
laughed her out of it.  The petticoat was dropped with hesitation, and Barangaroo stood 
“armed cap-a-pee in nakedness.”  At the request of Baneelon, we combed and cut her 
hair, and she seemed pleased with the operation.  Wine she would not taste, but turned 
from it with disgust, though heartily invited to drink by the example and persuasion of 
Baneelon.  In short, she behaved so well, and assumed the character of gentleness and
timidity to such advantage, that had our acquaintance ended here, a very moderate 
share of the spirit of travelling would have sufficed to record, that amidst a horde of 
roaming savages, in the desert wastes of New South Wales, might be found as much 
feminine innocence, softness, and modesty (allowing for inevitable difference of 
education), as the most finished system could bestow, or the most polished circle 
produce.  So little fitted are we to judge of human nature at once!  And yet on such 
grounds have countries been described, and nations characterized.  Hence have arisen 
those speculative and laborious compositions on the advantages and superiority of a 
state of nature.  But to resume my subject.
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Supposing, that by a private conversation, she might be induced to visit Sydney, which 
would be the means of drawing her husband and others thither, Abaroo was instructed 
to take her aside, and try if she could persuade her to comply with our wish.  They 
wandered away together accordingly, but it was soon seen, that Barangaroo’s 
arguments to induce Abaroo to rejoin their society, were more powerful than those of the
latter, to prevail upon her to come among us; for it was not without manifest reluctance, 
and often repeated injunctions, that Abaroo would quit her countrywomen; and when 
she had done so, she sat in the boat, in sullen silence, evidently occupied by reflection 
on the scene she had left behind, and returning inclination to her former habits of life.

Nor was a circumstance which had happened in the morning interview, perhaps, wholly 
unremembered by the girl.  We had hinted to Baneelon to provide a husband for her, 
who should be at liberty to pass and repass to and from Sydney, as he might choose.  
There was at the time, a slender fine looking youth in company, called Imeerawanyee, 
about sixteen years old.  The lad, on being invited, came immediately up to her, and 
offered many blandishments, which proved that he had assumed the ‘toga virilis’.  But 
Abaroo disclaimed his advances, repeating the name of another person, who we knew 
was her favourite.  The young lover was not, however, easily repulsed, but renewed his 
suit, on our return in the afternoon, with such warmth of solicitation, as to cause an 
evident alteration in the sentiments of the lady.

To heighten the good humour which pervaded both parties, we began to play and romp 
with them.  Feats of bodily strength were tried, and their inferiority was glaring.  One of 
our party lifted with ease two of them from the ground, in spite of their efforts to prevent 
him, whereas in return, no one of them could move him.  They called him ‘murree mulla’
(a large strong man).  Compared with our English labourers, their muscular power 
would appear very feeble and inadequate.

Before we parted, Baneelon informed us that his countrymen had lately been plundered 
of fish-gigs, spears, a sword, and many other articles, by some of our people, and 
expressed a wish that they should be restored, promising, that if they were, the 
governor’s dirk should be produced and returned to us to-morrow, if we would meet him 
here.

Accordingly on the following day we rowed to the spot, carrying with us the stolen 
property.  We found here several natives, but not Baneelon.  We asked for him, and 
were told that he was gone down the harbour with Barangaroo to fish.  Although 
disappointed at his breach of promise, we went on shore, and mingled without distrust 
among those we found, acquainting them that we had brought with us the articles of 
which they had been plundered.  On hearing this account, they expressed great joy, and
Imeerawanyee darting forward, claimed the sword.  It was given to him,
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and he had no sooner grasped it, than he hastened to convince his mistress, that his 
prowess in war, was not inferior to his skill in courtship.  Singling out a yellow gum-tree 
for the foe, he attacked it with great fierceness, calling to us to look on, and 
accompanying his onset with all the gestures and vociferation which they use in battle.  
Having conquered his enemy, he laid aside his fighting face, and joined us with a 
countenance which carried in it every mark of youth and good nature.

Whether Abaroo’s coyness, and preference of another, had displeased him, or it was 
owing to natural fickleness, he paid her no farther attention, but seemed more delighted 
with us.  He had no beard, but was highly gratified in being combed and having his hair 
clipped.

All the stolen property being brought on shore, an old man came up, and claimed one of
the fish-gigs, singling it from the bundle, and taking only his own; and this honesty, 
within the circle of their society, seemed to characterize them all.

During this time, it was observed, that one of the Indians, instead of mixing with the rest,
stood aloof, in a musing posture, contemplating what passed.  When we offered to 
approach him, he shunned us not, and willingly shook hands with all who chose to do 
so.  He seemed to be between 30 and 40 years old, was jolly, and had a thoughtful 
countenance, much marked by the smallpox.  He wore a string of bits of dried reed 
round his neck, which I asked him to exchange for a black stock.  He smiled at the 
proposal, but made no offer of what I wanted; which our young friend, Imeerawanyee, 
observing, flew to him, and taking off the necklace, directly fixed it about my neck.  I 
feared he would be enraged, but he bore it with serenity, and suffered a gentleman 
present to fasten his black stock upon him, with which he appeared to be pleased.  To 
increase his satisfaction, some other trifle was given to him.

Having remained here an hour we went in quest of Baneelon, agreeably to the 
directions which his companions pointed out.  We found him and Barangaroo shivering 
over a few lighted sticks, by which they were dressing small fish, and their canoe hauled
up on the beach near them.  On first seeing the boat, they ran into the woods; but on 
being called by name, they came back, and consented to our landing.  We carried on 
shore with us the remaining part of the fish-gigs and spears which had been stolen, and 
restored them to Baneelon.  Among other things, was a net full of fishing lines and other
tackle, which Barangaroo said was her property and, immediately on receiving it, she 
slung it around her neck.

Baneelon inquired, with solicitude, about the state of the governor’s wound, but he 
made no offer of restoring the dirk; and when he was asked for it, he pretended to know 
nothing of it, changing the conversation with great art, and asking for wine, which was 
given to him.

67



At parting, we pressed him to appoint a day on which he should come to Sydney, 
assuring him, that he would be well received, and kindly treated.  Doubtful, however, of 
being permitted to return, he evaded our request, and declared that the governor must 
first come and see him, which we promised should be done.
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The governor did not hesitate to execute the engagement which we had contracted for 
him.  But Baneelon still resisted coming among us, and matters continued in this 
fluctuating state until the 8th of October, when a fire, which they had agreed to light as a
signal for us to visit them, was observed.  The eager desire by which we were 
stimulated to carry our point of effecting an intercourse had appeared.  Various parties 
accordingly set out to meet them, provided with different articles, which we thought 
would prove acceptable to them.  We found assembled, Baneelon, Barangaroo, and 
another young woman, and six men, all of whom received us with welcome, except the 
grave looking gentleman before mentioned, who stood aloof in his former musing 
posture.  When they saw that we had brought hatchets, and other articles with us, they 
produced spears, fish-gigs, and lines, for the purpose of barter,* which immediately 
commenced, to the satisfaction of both parties.  I had brought with me an old blunted 
spear, which wanted repair.  An Indian immediately undertook to perform the task, and 
carrying it to a fire, tore with his teeth a piece of bone from a fish-gig, which he fastened 
on the spear with yellow gum, rendered flexible by heat.

[It had long been our wish to establish a commerce of this sort.  It is a painful 
consideration, that every previous addition to the cabinet of the virtuosi, from this 
country, had wrung a tear from the plundered Indian.]

October, 1790.  Many of them now consented to be shaved by a barber whom we had 
purposely brought over.  As I thought he who could perform an operation of such 
importance must be deemed by them an eminent personage, I bade him ask one of 
them for a fine barbed spear which he held in his hand; but all the barber’s eloquence 
was wasted on the Indian, who plainly gave him to understand that he meant not to part 
with his spear, without receiving an equivalent.  Unfortunately, his price was a hatchet, 
and the only one which I had brought with me was already disposed of to the man who 
had pointed my spear.  In vain did I tempt him with a knife, a handkerchief, and a hat; 
nothing but a hatchet seemed to be regarded.  ‘Bulla mogo parrabugo’ (two hatchets to-
morrow) I repeatedly cried; but having probably experienced our insincerity, he rejected 
the proposal with disdain.  Finding him inflexible, and longing to possess the spear, I 
told him at length that I would go to Sydney and fetch what he required.  This seemed to
satisfy, and he accompanied me to my boat, in which I went away, and as quickly as 
possible procured what was necessary to conclude the bargain.  On my return, I was 
surprised to see all our boats rowing towards home, and with them a canoe, in which 
sat two Indians paddling.  I pulled to them, and found that Baneelon, and another 
Indian, were in one of the boats, and that the whole formed a party going over to visit 
the governor.  I now learned, that during my absence, the governor
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had passed in a boat, on his return from Rose Hill, near the place where they were 
standing; and that finding he would not come to them, although they had called to him to
do so, they had at once determined to venture themselves unreservedly among us.  
One of the men in the canoe was the person to whom I was to give the hatchet I had 
been to fetch; and directly as he saw me, he held up his spear, and the exchange took 
place, with which, and perhaps to reward me for the trouble I had taken, he was so 
delighted that he presented me with a throwing-stick ‘gratis’.

Not seeing Barangaroo of the party, I asked for her, and was informed that she had 
violently opposed Baneelon’s departure.  When she found persuasion vain, she had 
recourse to tears, scolding, and threats, stamping the ground, and tearing her hair.  But 
Baneelon continuing determined, she snatched up in her rage one of his fish-gigs, and 
dashed it with such fury on the rocks, that it broke.  To quiet her apprehensions on the 
score of her husband’s safety, Mr. Johnson, attended by Abaroo, agreed to remain as a 
hostage until Baneelon should return.

We landed our four friends opposite the hospital, and set out for the governor’s house.  
On hearing of their arrival, such numbers flocked to view them that we were 
apprehensive the crowd of persons would alarm them, but they had left their fears 
behind, and marched on with boldness and unconcern.  When we reached the 
governor’s house, Baneelon expressed honest joy to see his old friend, and appeared 
pleased to find that he had recovered of his wound.  The governor asked for 
Wileemarin, and they said he was at Broken Bay.  Some bread and beef were 
distributed among them but unluckily no fish was to be procured, which we were sorry 
for, as a promise of it had been one of the leading temptations by which they had been 
allured over.  A hatchet apiece was, however, given to them, and a couple of petticoats 
and some fishing tackle sent for Barangaroo, and the other woman.

The ceremony of introduction being finished, Baneelon seemed to consider himself 
quite at home, running from room to room with his companions, and introducing them to
his old friends, the domestics, in the most familiar manner.  Among these last, he 
particularly distinguished the governor’s orderly sergeant, whom he kissed with great 
affection, and a woman who attended in the kitchen; but the gamekeeper, M’Entire*, he 
continued to hold in abhorrence, and would not suffer his approach.

[Look at the account of the governor being wounded, when his detestation of this man 
burst forth.]

Nor was his importance to his countrymen less conspicuous in other respects.  He 
undertook to explain the use and nature of those things which were new to them.  Some
of his explanations were whimsical enough.  Seeing, for instance, a pair of snuffers, he 
told them that they were “Nuffer* for candle,”—which the others not comprehending, he 
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opened the snuffers, and holding up the fore-finger of his left hand, to represent a 
candle, made the motion of snuffing it.  Finding, that even this sagacious interpretation 
failed, he threw down the snuffers in a rage, and reproaching their stupidity, walked 
away.
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[The S is a letter which they cannot pronounce, having no sound in their language 
similar to it.  When bidden to pronounce sun, they always say tun; salt, talt, and so of all
words wherein it occurs.]

It was observed, that a soft gentle tone of voice, which we had taught him to use, was 
forgotten, and his native vociferation returned in full force.  But the tenderness which 
(like Arabanoo) he had always manifested to children, he still retained; as appeared by 
his behaviour to those who were presented to him.

The first wish they expressed to return, was complied with, in order to banish all 
appearance of constraint, the party who had conducted them to Sydney returning with 
them.  When we reached the opposite shore, we found Abaroo and the other woman 
fishing in a canoe, and Mr. Johnson and Barangaroo sitting at the fire, the latter 
employed in manufacturing fish-hooks.  At a little distance, on an adjoining eminence, 
sat an Indian, with his spear in his hand, as if sentinel over the hostages, for the security
of his countrymen’s return.  During our absence, Barangaroo had never ceased 
whining, and reproaching her husband.  Now that he was returned, she met him with 
unconcern, and seemed intent on her work only, but this state of repose did not long 
continue.  Baneelon, eyeing the broken fish-gig, cast at her a look of savage fury and 
began to interrogate her, and it seemed more than probable that the remaining part 
would be demolished about her head had we not interposed to pacify him.  Nor would 
we quit the place until his forgiveness was complete, and his good humour restored.  No
sooner, however, did she find her husband’s rage subsided, than her hour of triumph 
commenced.  The alarm and trepidation she had manifested disappeared.  Elated at his
condescension, and emboldened by our presence and the finery in which we had 
decked her, she in turn assumed a haughty demeanour, refused to answer his 
caresses, and viewed him with a reproaching eye.  Although long absence from female 
society had somewhat blunted our recollection, the conduct of Barangaroo did not 
appear quite novel to us, nor was our surprise very violent at finding that it succeeded in
subduing Baneelon who, when we parted, seemed anxious only to please her.

Thus ended a day, the events of which served to complete what an unhappy accident 
had begun.  From this time our intercourse with the natives, though partially interrupted, 
was never broken off.  We gradually continued, henceforth, to gain knowledge of their 
customs and policy, the only knowledge which can lead to a just estimate of national 
character.

CHAPTER X.

The arrival of the ‘Supply’ from Batavia; the State of the Colony in November, 1790.

Joy sparkled in every countenance to see our old friend the ‘Supply’ (I hope no reader 
will be so captious as to quarrel with the phrase) enter the harbour from Batavia on the 
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19th of October.  We had witnessed her departure with tears; we hailed her return with 
transport.

73



Page 44
Captain Ball was rather more than six months in making this voyage, and is the first 
person who ever circumnavigated the continent of New Holland.  On his passage to 
Batavia, he had discovered several islands, which he gave names to and, after fighting 
his way against adverse elements and through unexplored dangers, safely reached his 
destined port.  He had well stored his little bark with every necessary and conveniency 
which he judged we should first want, leaving a cargo of rice and salt provisions to be 
brought on by a Dutch snow, which he had hired and freighted for the use of the 
settlement.  While at Batavia, the ‘Supply’ had lost many of her people by sickness, and 
left several others in the general hospital at that place.

As the arrival of the ‘Supply’ naturally leads the attention from other subjects to the state
of the colony, I shall here take a review of it by transcribing a statement drawn from 
actual observation soon after, exactly as I find it written in my journal.

Cultivation, on a public scale, has for some time past been given up here, (Sydney) the 
crop of last year being so miserable, as to deter from farther experiment, in 
consequence of which the government-farm is abandoned, and the people who were 
fixed on it have been removed.  Necessary public buildings advance fast; an excellent 
storehouse of large dimensions, built of bricks and covered with tiles, is just completed; 
and another planned which will shortly be begun.  Other buildings, among which I heard
the governor mention an hospital and permanent barracks for the troops, may also be 
expected to arise soon.  Works of this nature are more expeditiously performed than 
heretofore, owing, I apprehend, to the superintendants lately arrived, who are placed 
over the convicts and compel them to labour.  The first difficulties of a new country being
subdued may also contribute to this comparative facility.

Vegetables are scarce, although the summer is so far advanced, owing to want of rain.  
I do not think that all the showers of the last four months put together, would make 
twenty-four hours rain.  Our farms, what with this and a poor soil, are in wretched 
condition.  My winter crop of potatoes, which I planted in days of despair (March and 
April last), turned out very badly when I dug them about two months back.  Wheat 
returned so poorly last harvest, that very little, besides Indian corn, has been sown this 
year.  The governor’s wound is quite healed, and he feels no inconveniency whatever 
from it.  With the natives we are hand and glove.  They throng the camp every day, and 
sometimes by their clamour and importunity for bread and meat (of which they now all 
eat greedily) are become very troublesome.  God knows, we have little enough for 
ourselves!  Full allowance (if eight pounds of flour and either seven pounds of beef, or 
four pounds of pork, served alternately, per week, without either pease, oatmeal, spirits, 
butter, or cheese, can be called so) is yet kept up; but if the Dutch snow does not arrive 
soon it must be shortened, as the casks in the storehouse, I observed yesterday, are 
woefully decreased.
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The convicts continue to behave pretty well; three only have been hanged since the 
arrival of the last fleet, in the latter end of June, all of whom were newcomers.  The 
number of convicts here diminishes every day; our principal efforts being wisely made at
Rose Hill, where the land is unquestionably better than about this place.  Except 
building, sawing and brickmaking, nothing of consequence is now carried on here.  The 
account which I received a few days ago from the brickmakers of their labours, was as 
follows.  Wheeler (one of the master brick-makers) with two tile stools and one brick 
stool, was tasked to make and burn ready for use 30000 tiles and bricks per month.  He 
had twenty-one hands to assist him, who performed every thing; cut wood, dug clay, 
etc.  This continued (during the days of distress excepted, when they did what they 
could) until June last.  From June, with one brick and two tile stools he has been tasked 
to make 40000 bricks and tiles monthly (as many of each sort as may be), having 
twenty-two men and two boys to assist him, on the same terms of procuring materials 
as before.  They fetch the clay of which tiles are made, two hundred yards; that for 
bricks is close at hand.  He says that the bricks are such as would be called in England, 
moderately good, and he judges they would have fetched about 24 shillings per 
thousand at Kingston-upon-Thames (where he resided) in the year 1784.  Their greatest
fault is being too brittle.  The tiles he thinks not so good as those made about London.  
The stuff has a rotten quality, and besides wants the advantage of being ground, in lieu 
of which they tread it.

King (another master bricklayer) last year, with the assistance of sixteen men and two 
boys, made 11,000 bricks weekly, with two stools.  During short allowance did what he 
could.  Resumed his old task when put again on full allowance and had his number of 
assistants augmented to twenty men and two boys, on account of the increased 
distance of carrying wood for the kilns.  He worked at Hammersmith, for Mr. Scot, of that
place.  He thinks the bricks made here as good as those made near London, and says 
that in the year 1784, they would have sold for a guinea per thousand and to have 
picked the kiln at thirty shillings.’

Such is my Sydney detail dated the 12th of November, 1790.  Four days after I went to 
Rose Hill, and wrote there the subjoined remarks.

November 16th.  Got to Rose Hill in the evening.  Next morning walked round the whole
of the cleared and cultivated land, with the Rev. Mr. Johnson, who is the best farmer in 
the country.  Edward Dod, one of the governor’s household, who conducts everything 
here in the agricultural line, accompanied us part of the way, and afforded all the 
information he could.  He estimates the quantity of cleared and cultivated land at 200 
acres.  Of these fifty-five are in wheat, barley, and a little oats, thirty in maize, and the 
remainder is either just cleared of
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wood, or is occupied by buildings, gardens, etc.  Four enclosures of twenty acres each, 
are planned for the reception of cattle, which may arrive in the colony, and two of these 
are already fenced in.  In the centre of them is to be erected a house, for a person who 
will be fixed upon to take care of the cattle.  All these enclosures are supplied with 
water; and only a part of the trees which grew in them being cut down, gives to them a 
very park-like and beautiful appearance.

Our survey commenced on the north side of the river.  Dod says he expects this year’s 
crop of wheat and barley from the fifty-five acres to yield full 400 bushels.  Appearances 
hitherto hardly indicate so much.  He says he finds the beginning of May the best time 
to sow barley,* but that it may continue to be sown until August.  That sown in May is 
reaped in December; that of August in January.  He sowed his wheat, part in June and 
part in July.  He thinks June the best time, and says that he invariably finds that which is
deepest sown, grows strongest and best, even as deep as three inches he has put it in, 
and found it to answer.  The wheat sown in June is now turning yellow; that of July is 
more backward.  He has used only the broad-cast husbandry, and sowed two bushels 
per acre.  The plough has never yet been tried here; all the ground is hoed, and (as Dod
confesses) very incompetently turned up.  Each convict labourer was obliged to hoe 
sixteen rods a day, so that in some places the earth was but just scratched over.  The 
ground was left open for some months, to receive benefit from the sun and air; and on 
that newly cleared the trees were burnt, and the ashes dug in.  I do not find that a 
succession of crops has yet been attempted; surely it would help to meliorate and 
improve the soil.  Dod recommends strongly the culture of potatoes, on a large scale, 
and says that were they planted even as late as January they would answer, but this I 
doubt.  He is more than ever of opinion that without a large supply of cattle nothing can 
be done.  They have not at this time either horse, cow, or sheep here.  I asked him how 
the stock they had was coming on.  The fowls he said multiplied exceedingly, but the 
hogs neither thrived or increased in number, for want of food.  He pointed out to us his 
best wheat, which looks tolerable, and may perhaps yield 13 or 14 bushels per acre**.  
Next came the oats which are in ear, though not more than six inches high:  they will not
return as much seed as was sown.  The barley, except one patch in a corner of a field, 
little better than the oats.  Crossed the river and inspected the south side.  Found the 
little patch of wheat at the bottom of the crescent very bad.  Proceeded and examined 
the large field on the ascent to the westward:  here are about twenty-five acres of 
wheat, which from its appearance we guessed would produce perhaps seven bushels 
an acre.  The next patch to this is in maize, which looks not unpromising; some of the 
stems are stout, and beginning to throw
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out large broad leaves, the surest sign of vigour.  The view from the top of the wheat 
field takes in, except a narrow slip, the whole of the cleared land at Rose Hill.  From not 
having before seen an opening of such extent for the last three years, this struck us as 
grand and capacious.  The beautiful diversity of the ground (gentle hill and dale) would 
certainly be reckoned pretty in any country.  Continued our walk, and crossed the old 
field, which is intended to form part of the main street of the projected town.  The wheat 
in this field is rather better, but not much, than in the large field before mentioned.  The 
next field is maize, inferior to what we have seen, but not despicable.  An acre of maize,
at the bottom of the marine garden, is equal in luxuriancy of promise to any I ever saw 
in any country.

[The best crop of barley ever produced in New South Wales, was sown by a private 
individual, in February 1790, and reaped in the following October.]

[**As all the trees on our cleared ground were cut down, and not grubbed up, the roots 
and stumps remain, on which account a tenth part of surface in every acre must be 
deducted.  This is slovenly husbandry; but in a country where immediate subsistence is 
wanted, it is perhaps necessary.  None of these stumps, when I left Port Jackson, 
showed any symptoms of decay, though some of the trees had been cut down four 
years.  To the different qualities of the wood of Norfolk Island and New South Wales, 
perhaps the difference of soil may in some measure be traced.  That of Norfolk Island is 
light and porous:  it rots and turns into mould in two years.  Besides its hardness that of 
Port Jackson abounds with red corrosive gum, which contributes its share of mischief.]

The main street of the new town is already begun.  It is to be a mile long, and of such 
breadth as will make Pall Mall and Portland Place “hide their diminished heads.”  It 
contains at present thirty-two houses completed, of twenty-four feet by twelve each, on 
a ground floor only, built of wattles plastered with clay, and thatched.  Each house is 
divided into two rooms, in one of which is a fire place and a brick chimney.  These 
houses are designed for men only; and ten is the number of inhabitants allotted to each;
but some of them now contain twelve or fourteen, for want of better accommodation.  
More are building.  In a cross street stand nine houses for unmarried women; and 
exclusive of all these are several small huts where convict families of good character 
are allowed to reside.  Of public buildings, besides the old wooden barrack and store, 
there is a house of lath and plaster, forty-four feet long by sixteen wide, for the governor,
on a ground floor only, with excellent out-houses and appurtenances attached to it.  A 
new brick store house, covered with tiles, 100 feet long by twenty-four wide, is nearly 
completed, and a house for the store-keeper.  The first stone of a barrack, 100 feet long 
by twenty-four
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wide, to which are intended to be added wings for the officers, was laid to-day.  The 
situation of the barrack is judicious, being close to the store-house, and within a 
hundred and fifty yards of the wharf, where all boats from Sydney unload.  To what I 
have already enumerated, must be added an excellent barn, a granary, an inclosed yard
to rear stock in, a commodious blacksmith’s shop, and a most wretched hospital, totally 
destitute of every conveniency.  Luckily for the gentleman who superintends this 
hospital, and still more luckily for those who are doomed in case of sickness to enter it, 
the air of Rose Hill has hitherto been generally healthy.  A tendency to produce slight 
inflammatory disorders, from the rapid changes* of the temperature of the air, is most to 
be dreaded.

[In the close of the year 1788, when this settlement was established, the thermometer 
has been known to stand at 50 degrees a little before sunrise, and between one and 
two o’ clock in the afternoon at above 100 degrees.]

’The hours of labour for the convicts are the same here as at Sydney.  On Saturdays 
after ten o’clock in the morning they are allowed to work in their own gardens.  These 
gardens are at present, from the long drought and other causes, in a most deplorable 
state.  Potatoes, I think, thrive better than any other vegetable in them.  For the public 
conveniency a baker is established here in a good bakehouse, who exchanges with 
every person bread for flour, on stipulated terms; but no compulsion exists for any one 
to take his bread; it is left entirely to every body’s own option to consume his flour as he 
pleases.  Divine service is performed here, morning and afternoon, one Sunday in every
month, when all the convicts are obliged to attend church, under penalty of having a 
part of their allowance of provisions stopped, which is done by the chaplain, who is a 
justice of the peace.

’For the punishment of offenders, where a criminal court is not judged necessary, two or 
more justices, occasionally assemble, and order the infliction of slight corporal 
punishment, or short confinement in a strong room built for this purpose.  The military 
present here consists of two subalterns, two sergeants, three corporals, a drummer, and
twenty-one privates.  These have been occasionally augmented and reduced, as 
circumstances have been thought to render it necessary.

Brick-kilns are now erected here, and bricks manufactured by a convict of the name of 
Becket, who came out in the last fleet, and has fifty-two people to work under him.  He 
makes 25,000 bricks weekly.  He says that they are very good, and would sell at 
Birmingham, where he worked about eighteen months ago, at more than 30 shillings 
per thousand.
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Nothing farther of public nature remaining to examine, I next visited a humble 
adventurer, who is trying his fortune here.  James Ruse, convict, was cast for seven 
years at Bodmin assizes, in August 1782.  He lay five years in prison and on board the 
‘Dunkirk’ hulk at Plymouth, and then was sent to this country.  When his term of 
punishment expired, in August 1789, he claimed his freedom, and was permitted by the 
governor, on promising to settle in the country, to take in December following, an 
uncleaned piece of ground, with an assurance that if he would cultivate it, it should not 
be taken from him.  Some assistance was given him, to fell the timber, and he 
accordingly began.  His present account to me was as follows.

I was bred a husbandman, near Launcester in Cornwall.  I cleared my land as well as I 
could, with the help afforded me.  The exact limit of what ground I am to have, I do not 
yet know; but a certain direction has been pointed out to me, in which I may proceed as 
fast as I can cultivate.  I have now an acre and a half in bearded wheat, half an acre in 
maize, and a small kitchen garden.  On my wheat land I sowed three bushels of seed, 
the produce of this country, broad cast.  I expect to reap about twelve or thirteen 
bushels.  I know nothing of the cultivation of maize, and cannot therefore guess so well 
at what I am likely to gather.  I sowed part of my wheat in May, and part in June.  That 
sown in May has thrived best.  My maize I planted in the latter end of August, and the 
beginning of September.  My land I prepared thus:  having burnt the fallen timber off the 
ground, I dug in the ashes, and then hoed it up, never doing more than eight, or 
perhaps nine, rods in a day, by which means, it was not like the government farm, just 
scratched over, but properly done.  Then I clod-moulded it, and dug in the grass and 
weeds.  This I think almost equal to ploughing.  I then let it lie as long as I could, 
exposed to air and sun; and just before I sowed my seed, turned it all up afresh.  When I
shall have reaped my crop, I purpose to hoe it again, and harrow it fine, and then sow it 
with turnip-seed, which will mellow and prepare it for next year.  My straw, I mean to 
bury in pits, and throw in with it every thing which I think will rot and turn to manure.  I 
have no person to help me, at present, but my wife, whom I married in this country; she 
is industrious.  The governor, for some time, gave me the help of a convict man, but he 
is taken away.  Both my wife and myself receive our provisions regularly at the store, 
like all other people.  My opinion of the soil of my farm, is, that it is middling, neither 
good or bad.  I will be bound to make it do with the aid of manure, but without cattle it 
will fail.  The greatest check upon me is, the dishonesty of the convicts who, in spite of 
all my vigilance, rob me almost every night.

The annexed return will show the number of persons of all descriptions at Rose Hill, at 
this period.  On the morning of the 17th, I went down to Sydney.
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Here terminates the transcription of my diary.  It were vain to suppose, that it can prove 
either agreeable or interesting to a majority of readers but as this work is intended not 
only for amusement, but information, I considered it right to present this detail unaltered,
either in its style or arrangement.

A return of the number of persons employed at Rose Hill, November 16th, 1790.

-------------------------------------------------------
------------------------
H ow  E m ploye d  |  Troops  |  Civil d e p t  |      Troops        |       Convic t s          |
|         |             |Wives   |   Child r e n |  M e n  |  Wom e n  |  Child r e n |
------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------
S to r ek e e p e r                  1
S u r g eo n                      1
Ca r p e n t e r s                                               2 4
Blacks mith s                                               5
M a s t e r  Bricklaye r                                         1
Bricklaye r s                                              2 8
M a s t e r  Brick m a k e r                                         1
Brick m ak e r s                                              5 2
Labou r e r s                                               3 2 6*
Assis t a n t s  to  t h e
p rovision  s to r e                                           4
Assis t a n t s  to  t h e
hos pi t al                                                  3
Office r s’ s e rva n t s                                        6
M aking  Clothing                                                 5 0
S u p e rin t e n d a n t s             4
------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------
Total n u m b e r  of
p e r so ns    5 5 2 |   2 9     |     6        |    1    |       3    |  4 5 0  |   5 0    |     1 3    |
------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------

[Of these labourers, 16 are sawyers.  The rest are variously employed in clearing fresh 
land; in dragging brick and timber carts; and a great number in making a road of a mile 
long, through the main street, to the governor’s house.]
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CHAPTER XI.

Farther Transactions of the Colony in November, 1790.

During the intervals of duty, our greatest source of entertainment now lay in cultivating 
the acquaintance of our new friends, the natives.  Ever liberal of communication, no 
difficulty but of understanding each other subsisted between us.  Inexplicable 
contradictions arose to bewilder our researches which no ingenuity could unravel and 
no credulity reconcile.

Baneelon, from being accustomed to our manners, and understanding a little English, 
was the person through whom we wished to prosecute inquiry, but he had lately 
become a man of so much dignity and consequence, that it was not always easy to 
obtain his company.  Clothes had been given to him at various times, but he did not 
always condescend to wear them.  One day he would appear in them, and the next day 
he was to be seen carrying them in a net slung around his neck.  Farther to please him, 
a brick house of twelve feet square was built for his use, and for that of such of his 
countrymen as might choose to reside in it, on a point of land fixed upon by himself.  A 
shield, double cased with tin, to ward off the spears of his enemies, was also presented 
to him, by the governor.
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Elated by these marks of favour, and sensible that his importance with his countrymen 
arose in proportion to our patronage of him, he warmly attached himself to our society.  
But the gratitude of a savage is ever a precarious tenure.  That of Baneelon was fated 
to suffer suspension, and had well nigh been obliterated by the following singular 
circumstance.

One day the natives were observed to assemble in more than an ordinary number at 
their house on the point, and to be full of bustle and agitation, repeatedly calling on the 
name of Baneelon, and that of ‘deein’ (a woman).  Between twelve and one o’clock 
Baneelon, unattended, came to the governor at his house, and told him that he was 
going to put to death a woman immediately, whom he had brought from Botany Bay.  
Having communicated his intention, he was preparing to go away, seeming not to wish 
that the governor should be present at the performance of the ceremony.  But His 
Excellency was so struck with the fierce gestures, and wild demeanour of the other, who
held in his hand one of our hatchets and frequently tried the sharpness of it, that he 
determined to accompany him, taking with him Mr. Collins and his orderly sergeant.  On 
the road, Baneelon continued to talk wildly and incoherently of what he would do, and 
manifested such extravagant marks of fury and revenge, that his hatchet was taken 
away from him, and a walking-stick substituted for it.

When they reached the house, they found several natives, of both sexes lying 
promiscuously before the fire, and among them a young woman, not more than sixteen 
years old, who at sight of Baneelon, started, and raised herself half up.  He no sooner 
saw her than, snatching a sword of the country, he ran at her, and gave her two severe 
wounds on the head and one on the shoulder, before interference in behalf of the poor 
wretch could be made.  Our people now rushed in and seized him; but the other Indians
continued quiet spectators of what was passing, either awed by Baneelon’s superiority 
or deeming it a common case, unworthy of notice and interposition.  In vain did the 
governor by turns soothe and threaten him.  In vain did the sergeant point his musquet 
at him.  He seemed dead to every passion but revenge; forgot his affection to his old 
friends and, instead of complying with the request they made, furiously brandished his 
sword at the governor, and called aloud for his hatchet to dispatch the unhappy victim of
his barbarity.  Matters now wore a serious aspect.  The other Indians appeared under 
the control of Baneelon and had begun to arm and prepare their spears, as if 
determined to support him in his violence.
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Farther delay might have been attended with danger.  The ‘Supply’ was therefore 
immediately hailed, and an armed boat ordered to be sent on shore.  Luckily, those on 
board the ship had already observed the commotion and a boat was ready, into which 
captain Ball, with several of his people stepped, armed with musquets, and put off.  It 
was reasonable to believe that so powerful a reinforcement would restore tranquillity, 
but Baneelon stood unintimidated at disparity of numbers and boldly demanded his 
prisoner, whose life, he told the governor, he was determined to sacrifice, and 
afterwards to cut off her head.  Everyone was eager to know what could be the cause of
such inveterate inhumanity.  Undaunted, he replied that her father was his enemy, from 
whom he had received the wound in his forehead beforementioned; and that when he 
was down in battle, and under the lance of his antagonist, this woman had contributed 
to assail him.  “She is now,” added he, “my property:  I have ravished her by force from 
her tribe:  and I will part with her to no person whatever, until my vengeance shall be 
glutted.”

Farther remonstrance would have been wasted.  His Excellency therefore ordered the 
woman to be taken to the hospital in order that her wounds might be dressed.  While 
this was doing, one of the natives, a young man named Boladeree, came up and 
supplicated to be taken into the boat also, saying that he was her husband, which she 
confirmed and begged that he might be admitted.  He was a fine well grown lad, of 
nineteen or twenty years old, and was one of the persons who had been in the house in 
the scene just described, which he had in no wise endeavoured to prevent, or to afford 
assistance to the poor creature who had a right to his protection.

All our people now quitted the place, leaving the exasperated Baneelon and his 
associates to meditate farther schemes of vengeance.  Before they parted he gave 
them, however, to understand that he would follow the object of his resentment to the 
hospital, and kill her there, a threat which the governor assured him if he offered to carry
into execution he should be immediately shot.  Even this menace he treated with 
disdain.

To place the refugees in security, a sentinel was ordered to take post at the door of the 
house, in which they were lodged.  Nevertheless they attempted to get away in the 
night, either from fear that we were not able to protect them, or some apprehension of 
being restrained from future liberty.  When questioned where they proposed to find 
shelter, they said they would go to the Cameragal tribe, with whom they should be safe. 
On the following morning, Imeerawanyee* joined them, and expressed strong fears of 
Baneelon’s resentment.  Soon after a party of natives, known to consist of Baneelon’s 
chosen friends, with a man of the name of Bigon, at their head, boldly entered the 
hospital garden, and tried to carry off all three by force.  They were driven back and 
threatened, to which their leader only replied by contemptuous insolence.
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[This good-tempered lively lad, was become a great favourite with us, and almost 
constantly lived at the governor’s house.  He had clothes made up for him, and to 
amuse his mind, he was taught to wait at table.  One day a lady, Mrs. McArthur, wife of 
an officer of the garrison, dined there, as did Nanbaree.  This latter, anxious that his 
countryman should appear to advantage in his new office, gave him many instructions, 
strictly charging him, among other things, to take away the lady’s plate, whenever she 
should cross her knife and fork, and to give her a clean one.  This Imeerawanyee 
executed, not only to Mrs. McArthur, but to several of the other guests.  At last 
Nanbaree crossed his knife and fork with great gravity, casting a glance at the other, 
who looked for a moment with cool indifference at what he had done, and then turned 
his head another way.  Stung at this supercilious treatment, he called in rage, to know 
why he was not attended to, as well as the rest of the company.  But Imeerawanyee 
only laughed; nor could all the anger and reproaches of the other prevail upon him to do
that for one of his countrymen, which he cheerfully continued to perform to every other 
person.]

Baneelon finding he could not succeed, withdrew himself for two days.  At length he 
made his appearance, attended only by his wife.  Unmindful of what had so recently 
happened, he marched singly up to the governor’s house, and on being refused 
admittance, though unarmed, attempted to force the sentinel.  The soldier spared him, 
but the guard was instantly sent for, and drawn up in front of the house; not that their co-
operation was necessary, but that their appearance might terrify.  His ardour now 
cooled, and he seemed willing, by submission, to atone for his misconduct.  His intrepid 
disregard of personal risk, nay of life, could not however, but gain admiration; though it 
led us to predict, that this Baneelon, whom imagination had fondly pictured, like a 
second Omai, the gaze of a court and the scrutiny of the curious, would perish untimely,
the victim of his own temerity.

To encourage his present disposition of mind, and to try if feelings of compassion 
towards an enemy, could be exerted by an Indian warrior, the governor ordered him to 
be taken to the hospital, that he might see the victim of his ferocity.  He complied in 
sullen silence.  When about to enter the room in which she lay, he appeared to have a 
momentary struggle with himself, which ended his resentment.  He spoke to her with 
kindness, and professed sorrow for what he had done, and promised her future 
protection.  Barangaroo, who had accompanied him, now took the alarm:  and as in 
shunning one extreme we are ever likely to rush into another, she thought him perhaps 
too courteous and tender.  Accordingly she began to revile them both with great 
bitterness, threw stones at the girl and attempted to beat her with a club.

Here terminated this curious history, which I leave to the reader’s speculation.  Whether 
human sacrifices of prisoners be common among them is a point which all our future 
inquiry never completely determined.  It is certain that no second instance of this sort 
was ever witnessed by us.
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CHAPTER XII.

Transactions of the Colony in Part of December, 1790.

On the 9th of the month, a sergeant of marines, with three convicts, among whom was 
McEntire, the governor’s gamekeeper (the person of whom Baneelon had, on former 
occasions, shown so much dread and hatred) went out on a shooting party.  Having 
passed the north arm of Botany Bay, they proceeded to a hut formed of boughs, which 
had been lately erected on this peninsula, for the accommodation of sportsmen who 
wished to continue by night in the woods; for, as the kangaroos in the day-time, chiefly 
keep in the cover, it is customary on these parties to sleep until near sunset, and watch 
for the game during the night, and in the early part of the morning.  Accordingly, having 
lighted a fire, they lay down, without distrust or suspicion.

About one o’clock, the sergeant was awakened by a rustling noise in the bushes near 
him, and supposing it to proceed from a kangaroo, called to his comrades, who instantly
jumped up.  On looking about more narrowly, they saw two natives with spears in their 
hands, creeping towards them, and three others a little farther behind.  As this naturally 
created alarm, McEntire said, “don’t be afraid, I know them,” and immediately laying 
down his gun, stepped forward, and spoke to them in their own language.  The Indians, 
finding they were discovered, kept slowly retreating, and McEntire accompanied them 
about a hundred yards, talking familiarly all the while.

One of them now jumped on a fallen tree and, without giving the least warning of his 
intention, launched his spear at McEntire and lodged it in his left side.  The person who 
committed this wanton act was described as a young man with a speck or blemish on 
his left eye That he had been lately among us was evident from his being newly shaved.

The wounded man immediately drew back and, joining his party, cried, “I am a dead 
man”.  While one broke off the end of the spear, the other two set out with their guns in 
pursuit of the natives; but their swiftness of foot soon convinced our people of the 
impossibility of reaching them.  It was now determined to attempt to carry McEntire 
home, as his death was apprehended to be near, and he expressed a longing desire not
to be left to expire in the woods.  Being an uncommonly robust muscular man, 
notwithstanding a great effusion of blood, he was able, with the assistance of his 
comrades, to creep slowly along, and reached Sydney about two o’clock the next 
morning.  On the wound being examined by the surgeons, it was pronounced mortal.  
The poor wretch now began to utter the most dreadful exclamations, and to accuse 
himself of the commission of crimes of the deepest dye, accompanied with such 
expressions of his despair of God’s mercy, as are too terrible to repeat.

In the course of the day, Colbee, and several more natives came in, and were taken to 
the bed where the wounded man lay.  Their behaviour indicated that they had already 
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heard of the accident, as they repeated twice or thrice the name of the murderer 
Pimelwi, saying that he lived at Botany Bay.  To gain knowledge of their treatment of 
similar wounds, one of the surgeons made signs of extracting the spear, but this they 
violently opposed, and said, if it were done, death would instantly follow.
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On the 12th, the extraction of the spear was, however, judged practicable, and was 
accordingly performed.  That part of it which had penetrated the body measured seven 
inches and a half long, having on it a wooden barb, and several smaller ones of stone, 
fastened on with yellow gum, most of which, owing to the force necessary in extraction, 
were torn off and lodged in the patient.  The spear had passed between two ribs, and 
had wounded the left lobe of the lungs.  He lingered* until the 20th of January, and then 
expired.  On opening the corpse, it was found that the left lung had perished from 
suppuration, its remains adhering to the ribs.  Some pieces of stone, which had dropped
from the spear were seen, but no barb of wood.

[From the aversion uniformly shown by all the natives to this unhappy man, he had long
been suspected by us of having in his excursions, shot and injured them.  To gain 
information on this head from him, the moment of contrition was seized.  On being 
questioned with great seriousness, he, however, declared that he had never fired but 
once on a native, and then had not killed, but severely wounded him and this in his own
defence.  Notwithstanding this death-bed confession, most people doubted the truth of 
the relation, from his general character and other circumstances.]

The governor was at Rose-hill when this accident happened.  On the day after he 
returned to Sydney, the following order was issued: 

Several tribes of the natives still continuing to throw spears at any man they meet 
unarmed, by which several have been killed, or dangerously wounded, the governor, in 
order to deter the natives from such practices in future, has ordered out a party to 
search for the man who wounded the convict McEntire, in so dangerous a manner on 
Friday last, though no offence was offered on his part, in order to make a signal 
example of that tribe.  At the same time, the governor strictly forbids, under penalty of 
the severest punishment, any soldier or other person, not expressly ordered out for that 
purpose, ever to fire on any native except in his own defence; or to molest him in any 
shape, or to bring away any spears, or other articles which they may find belonging to 
those people.  The natives will be made severe examples of whenever any man is 
wounded by them; but this will be done in a manner which may satisfy them that it is a 
punishment inflicted on them for their own bad conduct, and of which they cannot be 
made sensible if they are not treated with kindness while they continue peaceable and 
quiet.

A party, consisting of two captains, two subalterns, and forty privates, with a proper 
number of non-commissioned officers from the garrison, with three days provisions, etc.
are to be ready to march to-morrow morning at day-light, in order to bring in six of those 
natives who reside near the head of Botany Bay; or, if that should be found 
impracticable, to put that number to death.
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Just previous to this order being issued, the author of this publication received a 
direction to attend the governor at head quarters immediately.  I went, and his 
excellency informed me that he had pitched upon me to execute the foregoing 
command.  He added that the two subalterns who were to be drawn from the marine 
corps, should be chosen by myself; that the sergeant and the two convicts who were 
with McEntire, should attend as guides; that we were to proceed to the peninsula at the 
head of Botany Bay; and thence, or from any part of the north arm of the bay, we were, 
if practicable, to bring away two natives as prisoners; and to put to death ten; that we 
were to destroy all weapons of war but nothing else; that no hut was to be burned; that 
all women and children were to remain uninjured, not being comprehended within the 
scope of the order; that our operations were to be directed either by surprise or open 
force; that after we had made any prisoners, all communication, even with those natives
with whom we were in habits of intercourse, was to be avoided, and none of them 
suffered to approach us.  That we were to cut off and bring in the heads of the slain; for 
which purpose hatchets and bags would be furnished.  And finally, that no signal of 
amity or invitation should be used in order to allure them to us; or if made on their part, 
to be answered by us:  for that such conduct would be not only present treachery, but 
give them reason to distrust every future mark of peace and friendship on our part.

His excellency was now pleased to enter into the reasons which had induced him to 
adopt measures of such severity.  He said that since our arrival in the country, no less 
than seventeen of our people had either been killed or wounded by the natives; that he 
looked upon the tribe known by the name of Bideegal, living on the beforementioned 
peninsula, and chiefly on the north arm of Botany Bay, to be the principal aggressors; 
that against this tribe he was determined to strike a decisive blow, in order, at once to 
convince them of our superiority and to infuse an universal terror, which might operate 
to prevent farther mischief.  That his observations on the natives had led him to 
conclude that although they did not fear death individually, yet that the relative weight 
and importance of the different tribes appeared to be the highest object of their 
estimation, as each tribe deemed its strength and security to consist wholly in its 
powers, aggregately considered.  That his motive for having so long delayed to use 
violent measures had arisen from believing, that in every former instance of hostility, 
they had acted either from having received injury, or from misapprehension.
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“To the latter of these causes,” added he, “I attribute my own wound, but in this business
of McEntire, I am fully persuaded that they were unprovoked, and the barbarity of their 
conduct admits of no extenuation; for I have separately examined the sergeant, of 
whose veracity I have the highest opinion, and the two convicts; and their story is short, 
simple, and alike.  I have in vain tried to stimulate Baneelon, Colbee, and the other 
natives who live among us, to bring in the aggressor.  Yesterday, indeed, they promised 
me to do it, and actually went away as if bent on such a design; but Baneelon, instead 
of directing his steps to Botany Bay, crossed the harbour in his canoe, in order to draw 
the foreteeth of some of the young men; and Colbee, in the room of fulfilling his 
engagement, is loitering about the lookout house.  Nay, so far from wishing even to 
describe faithfully the person of the man who has thrown the spear, they pretended that 
he has a distorted foot, which is a palpable falsehood.  So that we have our efforts only 
to depend upon; and I am resolved to execute the prisoners who may be brought in, in 
the most public and exemplary manner, in the presence of as many of their countrymen 
as can be collected, after having explained the cause of such a punishment; and my 
fixed determination to repeat it, whenever any future breach of good conduct on their 
side shall render it necessary.”

Here the governor stopped, and addressing himself to me, said if I could propose any 
alteration of the orders under which I was to act, he would patiently listen to me.  
Encouraged by this condescension, I begged leave to offer for consideration whether, 
instead of destroying ten persons, the capture of six would not better answer all the 
purposes for which the expedition was to be undertaken; as out of this number, a part 
might be set aside for retaliation; and the rest, at a proper time, liberated, after having 
seen the fate of their comrades and being made sensible of the cause of their own 
detention.

This scheme, his Excellency was pleased instantly to adopt, adding, “if six cannot be 
taken, let this number be shot.  Should you, however, find it practicable to take so many,
I will hang two and send the rest to Norfolk Island for a certain period, which will cause 
their countrymen to believe that we have dispatched them secretly.”  The order was 
accordingly altered to its present form; and I took my leave to prepare, after being again
cautioned not to deceive by holding signals of amity.

At four o’clock on the morning of the 14th we marched The detachment consisted, 
besides myself, of Captain Hill of the New South Wales Corps, Lieutenants Poulder and 
Dawes, of the marines, Mr. Worgan and Mr. Lowes, surgeons, three sergeants, three 
corporals, and forty private soldiers, provided with three days provisions, ropes to bind 
our prisoners with, and hatchets and bags to cut off and contain the heads of the slain.  
By nine o’clock this terrific procession reached the peninsula at the head of Botany Bay,
but after having walked in various directions until four o’clock in the afternoon, without 
seeing a native, we halted for the night.
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At daylight on the following morning our search recommenced.  We marched in an 
easterly direction, intending to fall in with the south-west arm of the bay, about three 
miles above its mouth, which we determined to scour, and thence passing along the 
head of the peninsula, to proceed to the north arm, and complete our Search.  However,
by a mistake of our guides, at half past seven o’clock instead of finding ourselves on the
south-west arm, we came suddenly upon the sea shore, at the head of the peninsula, 
about midway between the two arms.  Here we saw five Indians on the beach, whom 
we attempted to surround; but they penetrated our design, and before we could get near
enough to effect our purpose, ran off.  We pursued; but a contest between heavy-armed
Europeans, fettered by ligatures, and naked unencumbered Indians, was too unequal to
last long.  They darted into the wood and disappeared.

The alarm being given, we were sensible that no hope of success remained, but by a 
rapid movement to a little village (if five huts deserve the name) which we knew stood 
on the nearest point of the north arm, where possibly someone unapprised of our 
approach, might yet be found.  Thither we hastened; but before we could reach it three 
canoes, filled with Indians, were seen paddling over in the utmost hurry and trepidation, 
to the opposite shore, where universal alarm prevailed.  All we could now do was to 
search the huts for weapons of war:  but we found nothing except fish gigs, which we 
left untouched.

On our return to our baggage (which we had left behind under a small guard near the 
place where the pursuit had begun) we observed a native fishing in shallow water not 
higher than his waist, at the distance of 300 yards from the land.  In such a situation it 
would not have been easily practicable either to shoot, or seize him.  I therefore 
determined to pass without noticing him, as he seemed either from consciousness of his
own security, or from some other cause, quite unintimidated at our appearance.  At 
length he called to several of us by name, and in spite of our formidable array, drew 
nearer with unbounded confidence.  Surprised at his behaviour I ordered a halt, that he 
might overtake us, fully resolved, whoever he might be, that he should be suffered to 
come to us and leave us uninjured.  Presently we found it to be our friend Colbee; and 
he joined us at once with his wonted familiarity and unconcern.  We asked him where 
Pimelwi was, and found that he perfectly comprehended the nature of our errand, for he
described him to have fled to the southward; and to be at such a distance, as had we 
known the account to be true, would have prevented our going in search of him, without 
a fresh supply of provisions.

When we arrived at our baggage, Colbee sat down, ate, drank, and slept with us, from 
ten o’clock until past noon.  We asked him several questions about Sydney, which he 
had left on the preceding day*; and he told us he had been present at an operation 
performed at the hospital, where Mr. White had cut off a woman’s leg.  The agony and 
cries of the poor sufferer he depicted in a most lively manner.
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[He had it seems visited the governor about noon, after having gained information from 
Nanbaree of our march, and for what purpose it was undertaken.  This he did not 
scruple to tell to the governor; proclaiming at the same time, a resolution of going to 
Botany Bay, which his excellency endeavoured to dissuade him from by every argument
he could devise:  a blanket, a hatchet, a jacket, or aught else he would ask for, was 
offered to him in vain, if he would not go.  At last it was determined to try to eat him 
down, by setting before him his favourite food, of which it was hoped he would feed so 
voraciously, as to render him incapable of executing his intention.  A large dish of fish 
was accordingly set before him.  But after devouring a light horseman, and at least five 
pounds of beef and bread, even until the sight of food became disgusting to him, he set 
out on his journey with such lightness and gaiety, as plainly shewed him to be a 
stranger to the horrors of indigestion.]

At one o’clock we renewed our march, and at three halted near a freshwater swamp, 
where we resolved to remain until morning:  that is, after a day of severe fatigue, to 
pass a night of restless inquietude, when weariness is denied repose by swarms of 
mosquitoes and sandflies, which in the summer months bite and sting the traveller, 
without measure or intermission.

Next morning we bent our steps homeward; and, after wading breast-high through two 
arms of the sea, as broad as the Thames at Westminster, were glad to find ourselves at 
Sydney, between one and two o’clock in the afternoon.

The few remarks which I was able to make on the country through which we had 
passed, were such as will not tempt adventurers to visit it on the score of pleasure or 
advantage.  The soil of every part of the peninsula, which we had traversed, is shallow 
and sandy, and its productions meagre and wretched.  When forced to quit the sand, we
were condemned to drag through morasses, or to clamber over rocks, unrefreshed by 
streams, and unmarked by diversity.  Of the soil I brought away several specimens.

Our first expedition having so totally failed, the governor resolved to try the fate of a 
second; and the ‘painful pre-eminence’ again devolved on me.

The orders under which I was commanded to act differing in no respect from the last, I 
resolved to try once more to surprise the village beforementioned.  And in order to 
deceive the natives, and prevent them from again frustrating our design by promulgating
it, we feigned that our preparations were directed against Broken Bay; and that the man 
who had wounded the governor was the object of punishment.  It was now also 
determined, being full moon, that our operations should be carried on in the night, both 
for the sake of secrecy, and for avoiding the extreme heat of the day.

A little before sun-set on the evening of the 22nd, we marched.  Lieutenant Abbot, and 
ensign Prentice, of the New South Wales corps, were the two officers under my 
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command, and with three sergeants, three corporals, and thirty privates, completed the 
detachment.

92



Page 60
We proceeded directly to the fords of the north arm of Botany Bay, which we had 
crossed in our last expedition, on the banks of which we were compelled to wait until a 
quarter past two in the morning, for the ebb of the tide.  As these passing-places consist
only of narrow slips of ground, on each side of which are dangerous holes; and as 
fording rivers in the night is at all times an unpleasant task, I determined before we 
entered the water, to disburthen the men as much as possible; that in case of stepping 
wrong every one might be as ready, as circumstances would admit, to recover himself.  
The firelock and cartouche-box were all that we carried, the latter tied fast on the top of 
the head, to prevent it from being wetted.  The knapsacks, etc.  I left in charge of a 
sergeant and six men, who from their low stature and other causes, were most likely to 
impede our march, the success of which I knew hinged on our ability, by a rapid 
movement, to surprise the village before daybreak.

The two rivers were crossed without any material accident:  and in pursuit of my 
resolution, I ordered the guides to conduct us by the nearest route, without heeding 
difficulty, or impediment of road.  Having continued to push along the river-bank very 
briskly for three quarters of an hour, we were suddenly stopped by a creek, about sixty 
yards wide, which extended to our right, and appeared dry from the tide being out:  I 
asked if it could be passed, or whether it would be better to wheel round the head of it.  
Our guides answered that it was bad to cross, but might be got over, which would save 
us more than a quarter of a mile.  Knowing the value of time, I directly bade them to 
push through, and every one began to follow as well as he could.  They who were 
foremost had not, however, got above half over when the difficulty of progress was 
sensibly experienced.  We were immersed, nearly to the waist in mud, so thick and 
tenacious, that it was not without the most vigorous exertion of every muscle of the 
body, that the legs could be disengaged.  When we had reached the middle, our 
distress became not only more pressing, but serious, and each succeeding step, buried 
us deeper.  At length a sergeant of grenadiers stuck fast, and declared himself 
incapable of moving either forward or backward; and just after, Ensign Prentice and I felt
ourselves in a similar predicament, close together.  ’I find it impossible to move; I am 
sinking;’ resounded on every side.  What to do I knew not:  every moment brought 
increase of perplexity, and augmented danger, as those who could not proceed kept 
gradually subsiding.  From our misfortunes, however, those in the rear profited.  Warned
by what they saw and heard, they inclined to the right towards the head of the creek, 
and thereby contrived to pass over.
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Our distress would have terminated fatally, had not a soldier cried out to those on shore 
to cut boughs of trees*, and throw them to us—a lucky thought, which certainly saved 
many of us from perishing miserably; and even with this assistance, had we been 
burdened by our knapsacks, we could not have emerged; for it employed us near half 
an hour to disentangle some of our number.  The sergeant of grenadiers in particular, 
was sunk to his breast-bone, and so firmly fixed in that the efforts of many men were 
required to extricate him, which was effected in the moment after I had ordered one of 
the ropes, destined to bind the captive Indians, to be fastened under his arms.

[I had often read of this contrivance to facilitate the passage of a morass.  But I confess,
that in my confusion I had entirely forgotten it, and probably should have continued to 
do so until too late to be of use.]

Having congratulated each other on our escape from this ‘Serbonian Bog,’ and wiped 
our arms (half of which were rendered unserviceable by the mud) we once more pushed
forward to our object, within a few hundred yards of which we found ourselves about 
half an hour before sunrise.  Here I formed the detachment into three divisions, and 
having enjoined the most perfect silence, in order, if possible, to deceive Indian 
vigilance, each division was directed to take a different route, so as to meet at the 
village at the same moment.

We rushed rapidly on, and nothing could succeed more exactly than the arrival of the 
several detachments.  To our astonishment, however, we found not a single native at 
the huts; nor was a canoe to be seen on any part of the bay.  I was at first inclined to 
attribute this to our arriving half an hour too late, from the numberless impediments we 
had encountered.  But on closer examination, there appeared room to believe, that 
many days had elapsed since an Indian had been on the spot, as no mark of fresh fires,
or fish bones, was to be found.

Disappointed and fatigued, we would willingly have profited by the advantage of being 
near water, and have halted to refresh.  But on consultation, it was found, that unless 
we reached in an hour the rivers we had so lately passed, it would be impossible, on 
account of the tide, to cross to our baggage, in which case we should be without food 
until evening.  We therefore pushed back, and by dint of alternately running and 
walking, arrived at the fords, time enough to pass with ease and safety.  So excessive, 
however, had been our efforts, and so laborious our progress, that several of the 
soldiers, in the course of the last two miles, gave up, and confessed themselves unable 
to proceed farther.  All that I could do for these poor fellows, was to order their 
comrades to carry their muskets, and to leave with them a small party of those men who
were least exhausted, to assist them and hurry them on.  In three quarters of an hour 
after we had crossed the water, they arrived at it, just time enough to effect a passage.
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The necessity of repose, joined to the succeeding heat of the day, induced us to prolong
our halt until four o’clock in the afternoon, when we recommenced our operations on the
opposite side of the north arm to that we had acted upon in the morning.  Our march 
ended at sunset, without our seeing a single native.  We had passed through the 
country which the discoverers of Botany Bay extol as ’some of the finest meadows in 
the world*.’  These meadows, instead of grass, are covered with high coarse rushes, 
growing in a rotten spongy bog, into which we were plunged knee-deep at every step.

[The words which are quoted may be found in Mr. Cook’s first voyage, and form part of 
his description of Botany Bay.  It has often fallen to my lot to traverse these fabled 
plains; and many a bitter execration have I heard poured on those travellers, who could 
so faithlessly relate what they saw.]

Our final effort was made at half past one o’clock next morning; and after four hours toil,
ended as those preceding it had done, in disappointment and vexation.  At nine o’clock 
we returned to Sydney, to report our fruitless peregrination.

But if we could not retaliate on the murderer of M’Entire, we found no difficulty in 
punishing offences committed within our own observation.  Two natives, about this time,
were detected in robbing a potato garden.  When seen, they ran away, and a sergeant 
and a party of soldiers were dispatched in pursuit of them.  Unluckily it was dark when 
they overtook them, with some women at a fire; and the ardour of the soldiers 
transported them so far that, instead of capturing the offenders, they fired in among 
them.  The women were taken, but the two men escaped.

On the following day, blood was traced from the fireplace to the sea-side, where it 
seemed probable that those who had lost it, had embarked.  The natives were observed
to become immediately shy; but an exact knowledge of the mischief which had been 
committed, was not gained until the end of two days, when they said that a man of the 
name of Bangai (who was known to be one of the pilferers) was wounded and dead.  
Imeerawanyee, however, whispered that though he was wounded, he was not dead.  A 
hope now existed that his life might be saved; and Mr. White, taking Imeerawanyee, 
Nanbaree, and a woman with him, set out for the spot where he was reported to be.  
But on their reaching it, they were told by some people who were there that the man 
was dead, and that the corpse was deposited in a bay about a mile off.  Thither they 
accordingly repaired, and found it as described, covered—except one leg, which 
seemed to be designedly left bare—with green boughs and a fire burning near it.  Those
who had performed the funeral obsequies seemed to have been particularly solicitous 
for the protection of the face, which was covered with a thick branch, interwoven with 
grass and fern so as to form a complete screen.  Around the neck was a strip of the 
bark of which they make fishing lines, and a young strait stick growing near was 
stripped of its bark and bent down so as to form an arch over the body, in which position
it was confined by a forked branch stuck into the earth.
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On examining the corpse, it was found to be warm.  Through the shoulder had passed a
musquet ball, which had divided the subclavian artery and caused death by loss of 
blood.  No mark of any remedy having been applied could be discovered.  Possibly the 
nature of the wound, which even among us would baffle cure without amputation of the 
arm at the shoulder, was deemed so fatal, that they despaired of success, and therefore
left it to itself.  Had Mr. White found the man alive, there is little room to think that he 
could have been of any use to him; for that an Indian would submit to so formidable and
alarming an operation seems hardly probable.

None of the natives who had come in the boat would touch the body, or even go near it, 
saying, the mawn would come; that is literally, ’the spirit of the deceased would seize 
them’.  Of the people who died among us, they had expressed no such apprehension.  
But how far the difference of a natural death, and one effected by violence, may operate
on their fears to induce superstition; and why those who had performed the rites of 
sepulture should not experience similar fears and reluctance, I leave to be determined.  
Certain it is (as I shall insist upon more hereafter), that they believe the spirit of the dead
not to be extinct with the body.

Baneelon took an odd method of revenging the death of his countryman.  At the head of
several of his tribe, he robbed one of the private boats of fish, threatening the people, 
who were unarmed, that in case they resisted he would spear them.  On being taxed by 
the governor with this outrage, he at first stoutly denied it; but on being confronted with 
the people who were in the boat, he changed his language, and, without deigning even 
to palliate his offence, burst into fury and demanded who had killed Bangai.

CHAPTER XIII.

The Transactions of the Colony continued to the End of May, 1791.

December, 1790.  The Dutch snow from Batavia arrived on the 17th of the month, after 
a passage of twelve weeks, in which she had lost sixteen of her people.  But death, to a 
man who has resided at Batavia, is too familiar an object to excite either terror or 
regret.  All the people of the ‘Supply’ who were left there sick, except one midshipman, 
had also perished in that fatal climate.

The cargo of the snow consisted chiefly of rice, with a small quantity of beef, pork, and 
flour.

A letter was received by this vessel, written by the Shebander at Batavia, to governor 
Phillip, acquainting him that war had commenced between England and Spain.  As this 
letter was written in the Dutch language we did not find it easy of translation.  It filled us,
however, with anxious perturbation, and with wishes as impotent, as they were eager, in
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the cause of our country.  Though far beyond the din of arms, we longed to contribute to
her glory, and to share in her triumphs.
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Placed out of the reach of attack, both by remoteness and insignificancy, our only dread
lay lest those supplies intended for our consumption should be captured.  Not, however,
to be found totally unprovided in case an enemy should appear, a battery was planned 
near the entrance of Sydney Cove, and other formidable preparations set on foot.

The commencement of the year 1791, though marked by no circumstances particularly 
favourable, beamed far less inauspicious than that of 1790 had done.

January, 1791.  No circumstance, however apparently trivial, which can tend to throw 
light on a new country, either in respect of its present situation, or its future promise, 
should pass unregarded.  On the 24th of January, two bunches of grapes were cut in 
the governor’s garden, from cuttings of vines brought three years before from the Cape 
of Good Hope.  The bunches were handsome, the fruit of a moderate size, but well filled
out and the flavour high and delicious.

The first step after unloading the Dutch snow was to dispatch the ‘Supply’ to Norfolk 
Island for captain Hunter, and the crew of the ‘Sirius’ who had remained there ever since
the loss of that ship.  It had always been the governor’s wish to hire the Dutchman, for 
the purpose of transporting them to England.  But the frantic extravagant behaviour of 
the master of her, for a long time frustrated the conclusion of a contract.  He was so 
totally lost to a sense of reason and propriety, as to ask eleven pounds per ton, monthly,
for her use, until she should arrive from England, at Batavia.  This was treated with 
proper contempt; and he was at last induced to accept twenty shillings a ton, per month 
(rating her at three hundred tons) until she should arrive in England—being about the 
twenty-fifth part of his original demand.  And even at this price she was, perhaps, the 
dearest vessel ever hired on a similar service, being totally destitute of every 
accommodation and every good quality which could promise to render so long a voyage
either comfortable or expeditious.

February, 1791.  On the 26th, Captain Hunter, his officers and ship’s company joined us;
and on the 28th of March the snow sailed with them for England, intending to make a 
northern passage by Timor and Batavia, the season being too far advanced to render 
the southern route by Cape Horn practicable*.

[They did not arrive in England until April, 1792.]

Six days previous to the departure of captain Hunter, the indefatigable ‘Supply’ again 
sailed for Norfolk Island, carrying thither captain Hill and a detachment of the New 
South Wales corps.  A little native boy named Bondel, who had long particularly 
attached himself to captain Hill, accompanied him, at his own earnest request.  His 
father had been killed in battle and his mother bitten in two by a shark:  so that he was 
an orphan, dependant on the humanity of his tribe for protection*.  His disappearance 
seemed to make no impression on the rest of his countrymen, who were apprized of his 
resolution to go.  On the return of the ‘Supply’ they inquired eagerly for him, and on 
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being told that the place he was gone to afforded plenty of birds and other good fare, 
innumerable volunteers presented themselves to follow him, so great was their 
confidence in us and so little hold of them had the amor patriae.
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[I am of opinion that such protection is always extended to children who may be left 
destitute.]

March, 1791.  The snow had but just sailed, when a very daring manoeuvre was carried
into execution, with complete success, by a set of convicts, eleven in number, including 
a woman, wife of one of the party, and two little children.  They seized the governor’s 
cutter and putting into her a seine, fishing-lines, and hooks, firearms, a quadrant, 
compass, and some provisions, boldly pushed out to sea, determined to brave every 
danger and combat every hardship, rather than remain longer in a captive state.  Most 
of these people had been brought out in the first fleet, and the terms of transportation of 
some of them were expired.  Among them were a fisherman, a carpenter, and some 
competent navigators, so that little doubt was entertained that a scheme so admirably 
planned would be adequately executed*.  When their elopement was discovered, a 
pursuit was ordered by the governor.  But the fugitives had made too good an use of the
intermediate time to be even seen by their pursuers.  After the escape of Captain Bligh, 
which was well known to us, no length of passage or hazard of navigation seemed 
above human accomplishment.  However to prevent future attempts of a like nature, the
governor directed that boats only of stated dimensions should be built.  Indeed an order 
of this sort had been issued on the escape of the first party, and it was now repeated 
with additional restrictions.

[It was my fate to fall in again with part of this little band of adventurers.  In March 1792,
when I arrived in the Gorgon, at the Cape of Good Hope, six of these people, including 
the woman and one child, were put on board of us to be carried to England.  Four had 
died, and one had jumped overboard at Batavia.  The particulars of their voyage were 
briefly as follows.  They coasted the shore of New Holland, putting occasionally into 
different harbours which they found in going along.  One of these harbours, in the 
latitude of 30 degrees south, they described to be of superior excellence and capacity.  
Here they hauled their bark ashore, paid her seams with tallow, and repaired her.  But it 
was with difficulty they could keep off the attacks of the Indians.  These people 
continued to harras them so much that they quitted the mainland and retreated to a 
small island in the harbour, where they completed their design.  Between the latitude of 
26 degrees and 27 degrees, they were driven by a current 30 leagues from the shore, 
among some islands, where they found plenty of large turtles.  Soon after they closed 
again with the continent, when the boat got entangled in the surf and was driven on 
shore, and they had all well nigh perished.  They passed rough the straits of Endeavour
and, beyond the gulf of Carpentaria, found a large freshwater river, which they entered, 
and filled from it their empty casks.
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Until they reached the gulf of Carpentaria, they saw no natives or canoes differing from 
those about Port Jackson.  But now they were chased by large canoes, jitted with sails 
and fighting stages, and capable of holding thirty men each.  They escaped by dint of 
rowing to windward.  On the 5th of June 1791 they reached Timor, and pretended that 
they had belonged to a ship which, on her passage from Port Jackson to India, had 
foundered; and that they only had escaped.  The Dutch received them with kindness 
and treated them with hospitality.  But their behaviour giving rise to suspicion, they were
watched; and one of them at last, in a moment of intoxication, betrayed the secret.  
They were immediately secured and committed to prison.  Soon after Captain Edwards 
of the Pandora, who had been wrecked near Endeavour straits, arrived at Timor, and 
they were delivered up to him, by which means they became passengers in the Gorgon.

I confess that I never looked at these people without pity and astonishment.  They had 
miscarried in a heroic struggle for liberty after having combated every hardship and 
conquered every difficulty.

The woman, and one of the men, had gone out to Port Jackson in the ship which had 
transported me thither.  They had both of them been always distinguished for good 
behaviour.  And I could not but reflect with admiration at the strange combination of 
circumstances which had again brought us together, to baffle human foresight and 
confound human speculation.]

April, 1791.  Notwithstanding the supplies which had recently arrived from Batavia, short
allowance was again proclaimed on the 2nd of April, on which day we were reduced to 
the following ration: 

Three pounds of rice, three pounds of flour and three pounds of pork per week.

It was singularly unfortunate that these retrenchments should always happen when the 
gardens were most destitute of vegetables.  A long drought had nearly exhausted them. 
The hardships which we in consequence suffered were great, but not comparable to 
what had been formerly experienced.  Besides, now we made sure of ships arriving 
soon to dispel our distress.  Whereas, heretofore, from having never heard from 
England, the hearts of men sunk and many had begun to doubt whether it had not been 
resolved to try how long misery might be endured with resignation.

Notwithstanding the incompetency of so diminished a pittance, the daily task of the 
soldier and convict continued unaltered.  I never contemplated the labours of these men
without finding abundant cause of reflection on the miseries which our nature can 
overcome.  Let me for a moment quit the cold track of narrative.  Let me not fritter away 
by servile adaptation those reflections and the feelings they gave birth to.  Let me 
transcribe them fresh as they arose, ardent and generous, though hopeless and 
romantic.  I every day see wretches pale with disease and wasted with famine, struggle 
against the horror’s
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of their situation.  How striking is the effect of subordination; how dreadful is the fear of 
punishment!  The allotted task is still performed, even on the present reduced 
subsistence.  The blacksmith sweats at the sultry forge, the sawyer labours pent-up in 
his pit and the husbandman turns up the sterile glebe.  Shall I again hear arguments 
multiplied to violate truth, and insult humanity!  Shall I again be told that the sufferings of
the wretched Africans are indispensable for the culture of our sugar colonies; that white 
men are incapable of sustaining the heat of the climate!  I have been in the West 
Indies.  I have lived there.  I know that it is a rare instance for the mercury in the 
thermometer to mount there above 90 degrees; and here I scarcely pass a week in 
summer without seeing it rise to 100 degrees; sometimes to 105; nay, beyond even that 
burning altitude.

But toil cannot be long supported without adequate refreshment.  The first step in every 
community which wishes to preserve honesty should be to set the people above want.  
The throes of hunger will ever prove too powerful for integrity to withstand.  Hence 
arose a repetition of petty delinquencies, which no vigilance could detect, and no justice
reach.  Gardens were plundered, provisions pilfered, and the Indian corn stolen from the
fields where it grew for public use.  Various were the measures adopted to check this 
depredatory spirit.  Criminal courts, either from the tediousness of their process, or from 
the frequent escape of culprits from their decision, were seldomer convened than 
formerly.  The governor ordered convict offenders either to be chained together or to 
wear singly a large iron collar with two spikes projecting from it, which effectually 
hindered the party from concealing it under his shirt; and thus shackled, they were 
compelled to perform their quota of work.

May, 1791.  Had their marauding career terminated here, humanity would have been 
anxious to plead in their defence; but the natives continued to complain of being robbed 
of spears and fishing tackle.  A convict was at length taken in the fact of stealing fishing-
tackle from Daringa, the wife of Colbee.  The governor ordered that he should be 
severely flogged in the presence of as many natives as could be assembled, to whom 
the cause of punishment should be explained.  Many of them, of both sexes, 
accordingly attended.  Arabanoo’s aversion to a similar sight has been noticed; and if 
the behaviour of those now collected be found to correspond with it, it is, I think, fair to 
conclude that these people are not of a sanguinary and implacable temper.  Quick 
indeed of resentment, but not unforgiving of injury.  There was not one of them that did 
not testify strong abhorrence of the punishment and equal sympathy with the sufferer.  
The women were particularly affected; Daringa shed tears, and Barangaroo, kindling 
into anger, snatched a stick and menaced the executioner.  The conduct of these 
women, on this occasion, was exactly descriptive of their characters.  The former was 
ever meek and feminine, the latter fierce and unsubmissive.
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On the first of May, many allotments of ground were parcelled out by the governor to 
convicts whose periods of transportation were expired, and who voluntarily offered to 
become settlers in the country.  The terms on which they settled, and their progress in 
agriculture, will be hereafter set forth.

CHAPTER XIV.

Travelling Diaries in New South Wales.

From among my numerous travelling journals into the interior parts of the country, I 
select the following to present to the reader, as equally important in their object, and 
more amusing in their detail, than any other.

In April 1791 an expedition was undertaken, in order to ascertain whether or not the 
Hawkesbury and the Nepean, were the same river.  With this view, we proposed to fall 
in a little above Richmond Hill*, and trace down to it; and if the weather should prove 
fine to cross at the ford, and go a short distance westward, then to repass the river and 
trace it upward until we should either arrive at some spot which we knew to be the 
Nepean, or should determine by its course that the Hawkesbury was a different stream.

[Look at the map for the situation of this place (Unfortunately, there is no map 
accompanying this etext.  Ed.)]

Our party was strong and numerous.  It consisted of twenty-one persons, viz. the 
governor, Mr. Collins and his servant, Mr. White, Mr. Dawes, the author, three 
gamekeepers, two sergeants, eight privates, and our friends Colbee and Boladeree.  
These two last were volunteers on the occasion, on being assured that we should not 
stay out many days and that we should carry plenty of provisions.  Baneelon wished to 
go, but his wife would not permit it.  Colbee on the other hand, would listen to no 
objections.  He only stipulated (with great care and consideration) that, during his 
absence, his wife and child should remain at Sydney under our protection, and be 
supplied with provisions.

But before we set out, let me describe our equipment, and try to convey to those who 
have rolled along on turnpike roads only, an account of those preparations which are 
required in traversing the wilderness.  Every man (the governor excepted) carried his 
own knapsack, which contained provisions for ten days.  If to this be added a gun, a 
blanket, and a canteen, the weight will fall nothing short of forty pounds.  Slung to the 
knapsack are the cooking kettle and the hatchet, with which the wood to kindle the 
nightly fire and build the nightly hut is to be cut down.  Garbed to drag through 
morasses, tear through thickets, ford rivers and scale rocks, our autumnal heroes, who 
annually seek the hills in pursuit of grouse and black game, afford but an imperfect 
representation of the picture.
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Thus encumbered, the march begins at sunrise, and with occasional halts continues 
until about an hour and a half before sunset.  It is necessary to stop thus early to 
prepare for passing the night, for toil here ends not with the march.  Instead of the 
cheering blaze, the welcoming landlord, and the long bill of fare, the traveller has now to
collect his fuel, to erect his wigwam, to fetch water, and to broil his morsel of salt pork.  
Let him then lie down, and if it be summer, try whether the effect of fatigue is sufficiently 
powerful to overcome the bites and stings of the myriads of sandflies and mosquitoes 
which buzz around him.

Monday, April 11, 1791.  At twenty minutes before seven o’clock, we started from the 
governor’s house at Rose Hill and steered* for a short time nearly in a north-east 
direction, after which we turned to north 34 degrees west, and steadily pursued that 
course until a quarter before four o’clock, when we halted for the night.  The country for 
the first two miles, while we walked to the northeast, was good, full of grass and without 
rock or underwood.

Afterwards it grew very bad, being full of steep, barren rocks, over which we were 
compelled to clamber for seven miles, when it changed to a plain country apparently 
very sterile, and with very little grass in it, which rendered walking easy.  Our fatigue in 
the morning had, however, been so oppressive that one of the party knocked up.  And 
had not a soldier, as strong as a pack-horse, undertaken to carry his knapsack in 
addition to his own, we must either have sent him back, or have stopped at a place for 
the night which did not afford water.  Our two natives carried each his pack, but its 
weight was inconsiderable, most of their provisions being in the knapsacks of the 
soldiers and gamekeepers.  We expected to have derived from them much information 
relating to the country, as no one doubted that they were acquainted with every part of it
between the sea coast and the river Hawkesbury.  We hoped also to have witnessed 
their manner of living in the woods, and the resources they rely upon in their journeys.  
Nothing, however, of this sort had yet occurred, except their examining some trees to 
see if they could discover on the bark any marks of the claws of squirrels and 
opossums, which they said would show whether any of those animals were hidden 
among the leaves and branches.  They walked stoutly, appeared but little fatigued, and 
maintained their spirits admirably, laughing to excess when any of us either tripped or 
stumbled, misfortunes which much seldomer fell to their lot than to ours.
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[Our method, on these expeditions, was to steer by compass, noting the different 
courses as we proceeded; and counting the number of paces, of which two thousand 
two hundred, on good ground, were allowed to be a mile.  At night when we halted, all 
these courses were separately cast up, and worked by a traverse table, in the manner a
ship’s reckoning is kept, so that by observing this precaution, we always knew exactly 
where we were, and how far from home; an unspeakable advantage in a new country, 
where one hill, and one tree, is so like another that fatal wanderings would ensue 
without it.  This arduous task was always allotted to Mr. Dawes who, from habit and 
superior skill, performed it almost without a stop, or an interruption of conversation:  to 
any other man, on such terms, it would have been impracticable.]

At a very short distance from Rose Hill, we found that they were in a country unknown 
to them, so that the farther they went the more dependent on us they became, being 
absolute strangers inland.  To convey to their understandings the intention of our 
journey was impossible.  For, perhaps, no words could unfold to an Indian the motives 
of curiosity which induce men to encounter labour, fatigue and pain, when they might 
remain in repose at home, with a sufficiency of food.  We asked Colbee the name of the 
people who live inland, and he called them Boorooberongal; and said they were bad, 
whence we conjectured that they sometimes war with those on the sea coast, by whom 
they were undoubtedly driven up the country from the fishing ground, that it might not be
overstocked; the weaker here, as in every other country, giving way to the stronger.

We asked how they lived.  He said, on birds and animals, having no fish.  Their laziness
appeared strongly when we halted, for they refused to draw water or to cleave wood to 
make a fire; but as soon as it was kindled (having first well stuffed themselves), they lay 
down before it and fell asleep.  About an hour after sunset, as we were chatting by the 
fire side and preparing to go to rest, we heard voices at a little distance in the wood.  
Our natives caught the sound instantaneously and, bidding us be silent, listened 
attentively to the quarter whence it had proceeded.  In a few minutes we heard the 
voices plainly; and, wishing exceedingly to open a communication with this tribe, we 
begged our natives to call to them, and bid them to come to us, to assure them of good 
treatment, and that they should have something given them to eat.  Colbee no longer 
hesitated, but gave them the signal of invitation, in a loud hollow cry.  After some 
whooping and shouting on both sides, a man with a lighted stick in his hand advanced 
near enough to converse with us.  The first words which we could distinctly understand 
were, ‘I am Colbee, of the tribe of Cadigal.’  The stranger replied, ‘I am Bereewan, of the
tribe of Boorooberongal.’  Boladeree informed him also of his name and that we
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were white men and friends, who would give him something to eat.  Still he seemed 
irresolute.  Colbee therefore advanced to him, took him by the hand and led him to us.  
By the light of the moon, we were introduced to this gentleman, all our names being 
repeated in form by our two masters of the ceremonies, who said that we were 
Englishmen and ‘budyeeree’ (good), that we came from the sea coast, and that we were
travelling inland.

Bereewan seemed to be a man about thirty years old, differing in no respect from his 
countrymen with whom we were acquainted.  He came to us unarmed, having left his 
spears at a little distance.  After a long conversation with his countrymen, and having 
received some provisions, he departed highly satisfied.

Tuesday, April 12th, 1791.  Started this morning at half past six o’clock, and in two hours
reached the river.  The whole of the country we passed was poor, and the soil within a 
mile of the river changed to a coarse deep sand, which I have invariably found to 
compose its banks in every part without exception that I ever saw.  The stream at this 
place is about 350 feet wide; the water pure and excellent to the taste.  The banks are 
about twenty feet high and covered with trees, many of which had been evidently bent 
by the force of the current in the direction which it runs, and some of them contained 
rubbish and drift wood in their branches at least forty-five feet above the level of the 
stream.  We saw many ducks, and killed one, which Colbee swam for.  No new 
production among the shrubs growing here was found.  We were acquainted with them 
all.  Our natives had evidently never seen this river before.  They stared at it with 
surprise, and talked to each other.  Their total ignorance of the country, and of the 
direction in which they had walked, appeared when they were asked which way Rose 
Hill lay; for they pointed almost oppositely to it.  Of our compass they had taken early 
notice, and had talked much to each other about it.  They comprehended its use, and 
called it ‘naamoro,’ literally, “to see the way”; a more significant or expressive term 
cannot be found.

Supposing ourselves to be higher on the stream than Richmond Hill, we agreed to trace
downward, or to the right hand.  In tracing, we kept as close to the bank of the river as 
the innumerable impediments to walking which grow upon it would allow.  We found the 
country low and swampy; came to a native fireplace, at which were some small fish-
bones; soon after we saw a native, but he ran away immediately.  Having walked nearly 
three miles we were stopped by a creek which we could neither ford, or fall a tree 
across.  We were therefore obliged to coast it, in hope to find a passing place or to 
reach its head.  At four o’clock we halted for the night on the bank of the creek.  Our 
natives continued to hold out stoutly.  The hindrances to walking by the river side which 
plagued and entangled us so much, seemed not to be heeded by them, and they wound
through them with case; but to us they were intolerably tiresome.  Our perplexities 
afforded them an inexhaustible fund of merriment and derision:  Did the sufferer, stung 
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at once with nettles and ridicule, and shaken nigh to death by his fall, use any angry 
expression to them, they retorted in a moment, by calling him by every opprobrious 
name* which their language affords.
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Boladeree destroyed a native hut today very wantonly before we could prevent him.  On
being asked why he did so, he answered that the inhabitants inland were bad; though 
no longer since than last night, when Bereewan had departed, they were loud in their 
praise.  But now they had reverted to their first opinion; so fickle and transient are their 
motives of love and hatred.

[Their general favourite term of reproach is ‘goninpatta’, which signifies ‘an eater of 
human excrement’.  Our language would admit a very concise and familiar translation.  
They have, besides this, innumerable others which they often salute their enemies 
with.]

Wednesday, April 13th, 1791.  We did not set out this morning until past seven o’clock, 
when we continued to trace the creek.  The country which we passed through yesterday
was good and desirable to what was now presented to us.  It was in general high and 
universally rocky.  ’Toiling our uncouth way’, we mounted a hill, and surveyed the 
contiguous country.  To the northward and eastward, the ground was still higher than 
that we were upon; but in a south-west direction we saw about four miles.  The view 
consisted of nothing but trees growing on precipices; not an acre of it could be 
cultivated.  Saw a tree on fire here, and several other vestiges of the natives.  To 
comprehend the reasons which induce an Indian to perform many of the offices of life is 
difficult; to pronounce that which could lead him to wander amidst these dreary wilds 
baffles penetration.  About two o’clock we reached the head of the creek, passed it and 
scrambled with infinite toil and difficulty to the top of a neighbouring mountain, whence 
we saw the adjacent country in almost every direction, for many miles.  I record with 
regret that this extended view presented not a single gleam of change which could 
encourage hope or stimulate industry, to attempt its culture.  We had, however, the 
satisfaction to discover plainly the object of our pursuit, Richmond Hill, distant about 
eight miles, in a contrary direction from what we had been proceeding upon.  It was 
readily known to those who had been up the Hawkesbury in the boats, by a remarkable 
cleft or notch which distinguishes it.  It was now determined that we should go back to 
the head of the creek and pass the night there; and in the morning cut across the 
country to that part of the river which we had first hit upon yesterday, and thence to 
trace upward, or to the left.  But before I descend, I must not forget to relate that to this 
pile of desolation on which, like the fallen angel on the top of Niphates, we stood 
contemplating our nether Eden, His Excellency was pleased to give the name of Tench’s
Prospect Mount.
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Our fatigue to-day had been excessive; but our two sable companions seemed rather 
enlivened than exhausted by it.  We had no sooner halted and given them something to 
eat than they began to play ten thousand tricks and gambols.  They imitated the leaping
of the kangaroo; sang, danced, poised the spear and met in mock encounter.  But their 
principal source of merriment was again derived from our misfortunes, in tumbling 
amidst nettles, and sliding down precipices, which they mimicked with inimitable 
drollery.  They had become, however, very urgent in their inquiries about the time of our 
return, and we pacified them as well as we could by saying it would be soon, but 
avoided naming how many days.

Their method of testifying dislike to any place is singular:  they point to the spot they are
upon, and all around it, crying ‘weeree, weeree’ (bad) and immediately after mention the
name of any other place to which they are attached (Rose Hill or Sydney for instance), 
adding to it ’budyeree, budyeree’ (good).  Nor was their preference in the present case 
the result of caprice, for they assigned very substantial reasons for such predilection:  
“At Rose Hill,” said they, “are potatoes, cabbages, pumpkins, turnips, fish and wine; 
here are nothing but rocks and water.”  These comparisons constantly ended with the 
question of “Where’s Rose Hill?  Where?” on which they would throw up their hands and
utter a sound to denote distance, which it is impossible to convey an idea of upon paper.

Thursday, April 14th, 1791.  We started early and reached the river in about two hours 
and a half.  The intermediate country, except for the last half mile, was a continued bed 
of stones, which were in some places so thick and close together that they looked like a 
pavement formed by art.  When we got off the stones, we came upon the coarse river 
sand beforementioned.

Here we began to trace upward.  We had not proceeded far when we saw several 
canoes on the river.  Our natives made us immediately lie down among the reeds, while 
they gave their countrymen the signal of approach.  After much calling, finding that they 
did not come, we continued our progress until it was again interrupted by a creek, over 
which we threw a tree and passed upon it.  While this was doing, a native, from his 
canoe, entered into conversation with us, and immediately after paddled to us with a 
frankness and confidence which surprised every one.  He was a man of middle age, 
with an open cheerful countenance, marked with the small pox, and distinguished by a 
nose of uncommon magnitude and dignity.  He seemed to be neither astonished or 
terrified at our appearance and number.  Two stone hatchets, and two spears he took 
from his canoe, and presented to the governor, who in return for his courteous 
generosity, gave him two of our hatchets and some bread, which was new to him, for he
knew not its use, but kept looking at it, until Colbee shewed him what to do, when he eat
it without hesitation.  We pursued
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our course, and to accommodate us, our new acquaintance pointed out a path and 
walked at the head of us.  A canoe, also with a man and a boy in it, kept gently paddling 
up abreast of us.  We halted for the night at our usual hour, on the bank of the river.  
Immediately that we had stopped, our friend (who had already told us his name) 
Gombeeree, introduced the man and the boy from the canoe to us.  The former was 
named Yellomundee, the latter Deeimba.  The ease with which these people behaved 
among strangers was as conspicuous, as unexpected.  They seated themselves at our 
fire, partook of our biscuit and pork, drank from our canteens, and heard our guns going
off around them without betraying any symptom of fear, distrust or surprise.  On the 
opposite bank of the river they had left their wives and several children, with whom they 
frequently discoursed; and we observed that these last manifested neither suspicion or 
uneasiness of our designs towards their friends.

Having refreshed ourselves, we found leisure to enter into conversation with them.  It 
could not be expected that they should differ materially from the tribes with whom we 
were acquainted.  The same manners and pursuits, the same amusements, the same 
levity and fickleness, undoubtedly characterised them.  What we were able to learn from
them was that they depend but little on fish, as the river yields only mullets, and that 
their principal support is derived from small animals which they kill, and some roots (a 
species of wild yam chiefly) which they dig out of the earth.  If we rightly understood 
them, each man possesses two wives.  Whence can arise this superabundance of 
females?  Neither of the men had suffered the extraction of a front tooth.  We were 
eager to know whether or not this custom obtained among them.  But neither Colbee 
nor Boladeree would put the question for us; and on the contrary, showed every desire 
to wave the subject.  The uneasiness which they testified, whenever we renewed it, 
rather served to confirm a suspicion which we had long entertained, that this is a mark 
of subjection imposed by the tribe of Cameragal, (who are certainly the most powerful 
community in the country) on the weaker tribes around them.  Whether the women cut 
off a joint of one of the little fingers, like those on the sea coast, we had no opportunity 
of observing.  These are petty remarks.  But one variety struck us more forcibly.  
Although our natives and the strangers conversed on a par and understood each other 
perfectly, yet they spoke different dialects of the same language; many of the most 
common and necessary words used in life bearing no similitude, and others being 
slightly different.

-------------------------------------------------------
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-------------------------------------------------------
-----
E n glish      N a m e  on  t h e  s e a  coa s t      N a m e  a t  t h e  H a w k e s b u ry
------------------------------------------------------------
The Moon Yeneeda Condoen The Ear Gooree Benna The Forehead Nullo Narran The 
Belly Barang Bindee The Navel Muneero Boombong The Buttocks Boong Baylee The 
Neck Calang Ganga The Thigh Tara Dara The Hair Deewara Keewara 
-------------------------------------
------------------------
Tha t  t h e s e  dive r si ties  a ris e  fro m  w a n t  of in t e r co u r s e
wi th  t h e  p eo ple  on  t h e  coa s t  c a n  h a r dly b e  im a gin e d,
a s  t h e  dis t a nc e  inlan d  is b u t  t hi r ty-eig h t  miles;
a n d  fro m  Ros e  Hill no t  m o r e  t h a n  t w e n ty, w h e r e  t h e
dial ec t  of t h e  s e a  co as t  is s pok e n.   I t  d e s e rves
no tic e  t h a t  all t h e  diffe r e n t  t e r m s  s e e m e d  to  b e  fa milia r
to  bo t h  p a r ti es,  t hou g h  e a c h  in s p e a king  p r ef e r r e d
its  ow n*.

[H o w  easily  p eo ple,  u n u s e d  to  s p ea k  t h e  sa m e  lang ua g e,
m i s ta k e  eac h  o t h er, e v eryon e  k n o w s .   W e  ha d  live d
al m os t  t hr e e  y ears  a t  Port  Jackson  (for m or e  t ha n
half  of  w hich  p eriod  na tiv e s  ha d  re sid e d  wi t h  u s) b e for e
w e  k n e w  t ha t  t h e  w or d  ‘be eal’, sig nified
‘no’, and  no t  ‘good’, in w hic h
lat t er  s e n s e  w e  ha d  al ways  u s e d  it  w i t hou t  s u s p e c ting
t ha t  w e  w er e  w r o n g; an d  e v e n  wi t hou t  b eing  correc t e d
b y  t hos e  wi t h  w h o m  w e  tal k e d  daily.  T h e  caus e
of  our  error w as  t hi s.  T h e  e pi th e t  ‘we er e e’,
signifying  ‘bad’, w e  k n e w; an d  as  t h e
u s e  of  t his  w or d  an d  it s  opposi t e  afford  t h e  m o s t  si m ple
for m  of  d e no ting  cons e n t  or disap proba tion  to  u nins truc t e d
Indians,  in  ord er  to  find  ou t  t h eir  w or d  for ‘good’,
w h e n  Arabanoo w a s  firs t  brou g h t  a m o n g  u s,  w e  u s e d
jokingly  to  say  t ha t  any  t hing,  w hich  h e  lik e d  w a s
‘we er e e’, in ord er  to  provo k e  hi m  to  t ell
u s  t ha t  it w a s  good.   W h e n  w e  said  ‘we er e e’,
h e  ans w er e d  ‘beeal’, w hic h  w e  translat e d
and  adop t e d  for ‘good’; w h er eas  h e  m e a n t
no  m or e  t ha n  si m ply  to  d e n y  our  inf er e nc e,  an d  say
’no’—it is no t  ba d.   Af t er
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t his,  it  can no t  b e  t ho u g h t  e x t raordinary  t ha t  t h e  lit tl e
vocab ulary  ins er t e d  in Mr. Coo k’s accou n t  of
t his  par t  of  t h e  w orld  s ho uld  ap p ear d e f ec tiv e— e v e n
w er e  w e  no t  to  ta k e  in t h e  gr ea t  probabili ty  of  t h e
dialec t s  a t  E n d eavour  Riv er  an d  Van Die m e n’s
land  di ff ering  fro m  t ha t  s po k e n  a t  Port  Jackson.  
A n d  it  r e m ains  to  b e  prov e d  t ha t  t h e  ani m al called
h er e  ‘patagara m’ is no t  t h er e  called  ’kan garoo’.]
S t r e t c h e d  ou t  a t  e a s e  b efor e  ou r  fi r e ,  a ll sid e s  con tin u e d
to  c h a t  a n d  e n t e r t ain  e a c h  o t h er.  Gom b e e r e e  s h e w e d
u s  t h e  m a r k  of a  wou n d  w hich  h e  h a d  r e c eived  in hi s
side  fro m  a  s p e ar.  I t  w a s  la r g e,  a p p e a r e d  to  h ave
p a s s e d  to  a  conside r a ble  d e p t h ,  a n d  m u s t  c e r t ainly
h ave  b e e n  a t t e n d e d  wi th  im mine n t  d a n g er.  By w ho m
it h a d  b e e n  inflic t e d,  a n d  on  w h a t  occ asion,  h e  explain e d
to  Colbe e;  a n d  af t e r w a r d s  (as  w e  u n d e r s tood) h e  e n t e r e d
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in to  a  d e t ail of t h e  w a r s,  a n d,  a s  effec t s  le a d  to
c a u s e s,  p ro b a bly of t h e  g alla n t rie s  of t h e  di s t r ic t ,
for  t h e  wor d  w hich  signifies  a  wo m a n  w a s  of t e n  r e p e a t e d.  
Colbe e,  in  r e t u r n  for  his  co m m u nica tion,  info r m e d  hi m
w ho  w e  w e r e;  of ou r  n u m b e r s  a t  Sydn ey a n d  Ros e  Hill,
of t h e  s to r e s  w e  pos s e s s e d  a n d,  a bove  all, of t h e
good  t hings  w hich  w e r e  to  b e  foun d  a m o n g  u s ,  e n u m e r a tin g
po t a to es,  c a b b a g e s ,  t u r nip s,  p u m p kins,  a n d  m a ny o th e r
n a m e s  w hich  w e r e  p e rfec tly u nin t elligible  to  t h e  p e r son
w ho  h e a r d  t h e m,  b u t  w hich  h e  n eve r t h el e s s  lis t e n e d
to  wi th  p rofoun d  a t t e n tion.

Pe r h a p s  t h e  r el a tion  given  by Go m b e e r e e ,  of t h e  c u r e
of his  wo u n d,  now  g ave  ri se  to  t h e  following  s u p e r s ti tious
c e r e m o ny.  While  t h ey w e r e  t alking,  Colbe e  t u r n e d
s u d d e nly ro u n d  a n d  a sk e d  for  so m e  w a t er.  I g ave
hi m  a  cu pful, w hich  h e  p r e s e n t e d  wi th  g r e a t  s e rious n e s s
to  Yellom u n d e e,  a s  I s u p pos e d  to  d rink.   This
las t  ind e e d  took t h e  c u p  a n d  filled  his  m o u t h  wi t h
w a t er, b u t  ins t e a d  of s w allowing  it, t h r e w  his  h e a d
into  Colbe e’s boso m,  s pi t  t h e  w a t e r  u po n  hi m
a n d,  im m e dia t ely af t er, b e g a n  to  s uck  s t ron gly a t  his
b r e a s t ,  jus t  b elow t h e  nip ple.   I conclud e d  t h a t
t h e  m a n  w a s  sick; a n d  c alled  to  t h e  gove r no r  to  obs e rve
t h e  s t r a n g e  pl ac e  w hich  h e  h a d  c hos e n  to  exon e r a t e
his  s to m a c h.   The  silen t  a t t e n tion  obs e rve d  by
t h e  o t h e r  n a tives,  how ever, soon  convinc e d  u s  t h a t
so m e t hing  m o r e  t h a n  m e r ely t h e  a c co m m o d a tion  of Yellom u n d e e,
w a s  in t e n d e d.   The  c e r e m o ny w a s  a g ain  p e rfo r m e d;
a n d,  af t e r  h aving  s uck e d  t h e  p a r t  for  a  conside r a ble
ti m e,  t h e  op e r a to r  p r e t e n d e d  to  r e c eive  so m e t hin g
in hi s  m o u t h,  w hich  w a s  d r a w n  fro m  t h e  b r e a s t .  
With  t hi s  h e  r e ti r e d  a  few p ac es ,  p u t  hi s  h a n d  to  his
lips  a n d  t h r e w  in to t h e  rive r  a  s to n e ,  w hic h  I h a d
obs e rve d  hi m  to  pick  u p  slily, a n d  s ec r e t e .   Wh e n
h e  r e t u r n e d  to  t h e  fir e side ,  Colbe e  a s s u r e d  u s  t h a t
h e  h a d  r e c eive d  sign al b e n efi t  fro m  t h e  op e r a tion;
a n d  t h a t  t his  s e co n d  M ac h ao n  h a d  ex t r a c t e d  fro m  his
b r e a s t  t wo  s plin t e r s  of a  s p e a r  by w hich  h e  h a d  b e e n
for m e rly wou n d e d.   We ex a min e d  t h e  p a r t ,  b u t  it
w a s  s m oot h  a n d  w hole,  so  t h a t  to  t h e  forc e  of ima gin a tion

113



alon e  m u s t  b e  imp u t e d  bo t h  t h e  wou n d  a n d  it s  c u r e .  
Colbe e  hi m s elf s e e m e d  n ev e r t h ele s s  fi rmly p e r s u a d e d
t h a t  h e  h a d  r ec eived  r elief, a n d  a s s u r e d  u s  t h a t  Yellom u n d e e
w a s  a  ‘ca r a dye e’, o r  ‘Docto r  of
r e no w n’.  And Bolad e r e e  a d d e d  t h a t  no t  only
h e  b u t  all t h e  r e s t  of his  t r ibe  w e r e  ‘ca r a dye e’
of e s p e ci al no t e  a n d  skill.

The  Doc to r s  r e m ain e d  wi th  u s  all nigh t ,  sl e e pin g  b efo re
t h e  fir e  in t h e  fullne ss  of good  fai th  a n d  s ec u ri ty. 
The  lit tle  boy sle p t  in  his  fa th e r’s a r m s ,  a n d
w e  obs e rve d  t h a t  w h e n eve r  t h e  m a n  w a s  incline d  to  s hift
his  posi tion,  h e  firs t  p u t  ove r  t h e  child,  wi t h  g r e a t
c a r e ,  a n d  t h e n  t u r n e d  ro u n d  to  hi m.
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F rid ay, April 1 5 t h ,  1 7 9 1.   The  r e t u r n  of ligh t
a ro u s e d  u s  to  t h e  r e p e ti tion  of toil.  O u r  frie n ds
b r e akfa s t e d  wi th  u s ,  a n d  p r evious  to  s t a r tin g  Gom b e e r e e
g ave  a  s p ecim e n  of t h ei r  m a n n e r  of clim bin g  t r e e s  in
q u e s t  of a ni m als.   H e  a sk e d  for  a  h a t c h e t  a n d
on e  of ou r s  w a s  offe r e d  to  hi m,  b u t  h e  p r efe r r e d  on e
of t h ei r  ow n  m a king.   With  t his  tool h e  c u t  a  s m all
no tc h  in t h e  t r e e  h e  in t e n d e d  to  clim b,  a bo u t  t wo
fee t  a n d  a  h alf a bove  t h e  g ro u n d,  in  w hich  h e  fixed
t h e  g r e a t  toe  of his  left  foot,  a n d  s p r u n g  u p w a r d s ,
a t  t h e  s a m e  ti m e  e m b r a cing  t h e  t r e e  wi t h  hi s  lef t
a r m.   In  a n  ins t a n t  h e  h a d  c u t  a  s econ d  no tc h
for  hi s  r ig h t  to e  on  t h e  o th e r  side  of t h e  t r e e  in to
w hich  h e  s p r u n g,  a n d  t h us ,  al t e r n a t ely cu t tin g  on  e a c h
side,  h e  m o u n t e d  to  t h e  h eig h t  of tw e n ty fee t  in  n e a rly
a s  s ho r t  a  s p a c e  a s  if h e  h a d  a s c e n d e d  by a  lad d er,
al t ho u g h  t h e  b a rk  of t h e  t r e e  w a s  q ui t e  s m oo th  a n d
slipp e ry  a n d  t h e  t r u nk  fou r  fee t  in di a m e t e r  a n d  p e rfec tly
s t r ai t .   To u s  it  w a s  a  m a t t e r  of a s tonis h m e n t,
b u t  to  hi m  it  w a s  s po r t ;  for  w hile  e m ployed  t h u s  h e
k e p t  t alking  to  t hos e  b elow a n d  laug hin g  im mo d e r a t ely. 
H e  d e sc e n d e d  wi th  a s  m u c h  e a s e  a n d  a gili ty a s  h e  h a d
r ais e d  hi m s elf.  Eve n  ou r  n a tives  allow e d  t h a t
h e  w a s  a  c a pi t al  p e rfo r m er, a g ains t  w ho m  t h ey d a r e d
no t  to  e n t e r  t h e  lis t s;  for  a s  t h ey s u b sis t  c hiefly
by fishing  t h ey  a r e  les s  exp e r t  a t  climbin g  on  t h e
co a s t  t h a n  t hos e  w ho  d aily p r ac tice  it.

Soon  af t e r  t h ey b a d e  u s  a di e u,  in u n a b a t e d  frien ds hip
a n d  good  h u m o ur.  Colb e e  a n d  Bolad e r e e  p a r t e d
fro m  t h e m  with  a  sligh t  nod  of t h e  h e a d,  t h e  u s u al
s alu t a tion  of t h e  cou n t ry; a n d  w e  s hook  t h e m  by t h e
h a n d,  w hich  t h ey  r e t u r n e d  lus tily.

At t h e  tim e  w e  s t a r t e d  t h e  tid e  w a s  flowing  u p  t h e
river, a  d e cisive  p roof t h a t  w e  w e r e  b elow Rich mo n d
Hill.  We h a d  con tinu e d  ou r  m a r c h  b u t  a  s ho r t
ti m e  w h e n  w e  w e r e  a g ain  s top p e d  by a  c r e e k,  w hich  b affled
all ou r  e n d e avou r s  to  c ro ss  it,  a n d  s e e m e d  to  p r e dic t
t h a t  t h e  objec t  of ou r  a t t ain m e n t,  t hou g h  b u t  a  ve ry
few mile s  dis t a n t ,  wo uld  t ak e  u s  yet  a  conside r a ble
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ti m e  to  r e a c h,  w hich  t h r e w  a  d a m p  on  ou r  ho p e s.  
We t r a c e d  t h e  c r e ek  u n til fou r  o’clock, w h e n
w e  h al t e d  for  t h e  nig h t .   The  co u n t ry, on  bo t h
sides ,  w e  t ho u g h t  in g e n e r al  u n p ro mising; b u t  it  is
c e r t ainly ve ry s u p e rio r  to  t h a t  w hich  w e  h a d  s e e n
on  t h e  for m e r  c r e ek.   In  m a ny pl ac e s  it mig h t
b e  c ultiva t e d,  p rovide d  t h e  inu n d a tions  of t h e  s t r e a m
c a n  b e  r e p elled.

In  p a s sin g  alon g  w e  s ho t  so m e  d ucks,  w hich  Bolad e r e e
r efus e d  to  s wi m  for  w h e n  r e q u e s t e d,  a n d  told  u s  in
a  s u rly ton e  t h a t  t h ey s w a m  for  w h a t  w a s  killed,  a n d
h a d  t h e  t ro u ble  of fe tc hing  it  a s ho r e ,  only for  t h e
w hi t e  m e n  to  e a t  it.   This  r e p roof w a s,  I fear,
too  jus tly foun d e d;  for  of t h e  few d u cks  w e  h a d  b e e n
so  for t u n a t e  a s  to  p roc u r e ,  lit tle  h a d  fallen  to  t h ei r
s h a r e  exc e p t  t h e  offals, a n d  no w  a n d  t h e n  a  h alf-picke d
bo n e.   Tru e,  ind e e d,  all t h e  c rows  a n d  h a wks  w hich
h a d  b e e n  s ho t  w e r e  give n  to  t h e m;  b u t  t h ey  pl ainly
told  u s  t h a t  t h e  t a s t e  of d ucks  w a s  m o r e  a g r e e a ble
to  t h ei r  p ala t e s ,  a n d  b e g g e d  t h ey mi g h t  h e r e af t e r
p a r t ak e  of t h e m.   We obs e rve d  t h a t  t h ey  w e r e  t ho ro u g hly
sick of t h e  jou r n ey, a n d  wis h e d  h e a r tily for  it s  conclusion: 
t h e  excl a m a tion  of “Wh e r e’s Ros e  Hill,
w h e r e?” w a s  inces s a n tly r e p e a t e d,  wi th  m a ny
inq ui ries  a bo u t  w h e n  w e  s ho uld  r e t u r n  to  it.
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S a t u r d ay April 1 6 t h,  1 7 9 1.   I t  w a s  t his  m o r ning
r e solved  to  a b a n do n  ou r  p u r s ui t  a n d  to  r e t u r n  ho m e;
a t  h e a ring  of w hich  ou r  n a tives  exp r e s s e d  g r e a t  joy. 
We s t a r t e d  e a r ly; a n d  r e a c h e d  Ros e  Hill a bo u t  t h r e e
o’clock, jus t  a s  a  bo a t  w a s  a bo u t  to  b e  s e n t
dow n  to  Sydn ey.  Colbe e  a n d  Bolad e r e e  wo uld  no t
w ai t  for  u s  u n til t h e  following  m o r ning,  b u t  insis t e d
on  going  dow n  im m e dia t ely to  co m m u nic a t e  to  Ban e elon
a n d  t h e  r e s t  of t h ei r  co u n t ry m e n  t h e  novel tie s  t h ey
h a d  s e e n.

The  cou n t ry w e  p a s s e d  t h ro u g h  w a s,  for  t h e  m os t  p a r t ,
ve ry indiffe r e n t ,  a cco r din g  to  ou r  u nive r s al  opinion.  
I t  is in g e n e r al  b a dly w a t e r e d.   For  eig h t  miles
a n d  a  h alf on  on e  line  w e  did  no t  find  a  d rop  of w a t er.

RICHMOND HILL

H aving  elu d e d  ou r  las t  s e a r c h,  Mr. Daw e s  a n d  mys elf,
a c co m p a nie d  by a  s e r g e a n t  of m a rin es  a n d  a  p riva t e
soldier, d e t e r min e d  on  a no t h e r  a t t e m p t,  to  a sc e r t ain
w h e t h e r  it  lay on  t h e  H a w k es b u ry  o r  N e p e a n.   We
s e t  ou t  on  t his  exp e di tion  on  t h e  2 4 t h  of M ay, 1 7 9 1;
a n d  h aving  r e a c h e d  t h e  opposi t e  sid e  of t h e  m o u t h
of t h e  c r e ek  w hich  h a d  in ou r  las t  jou r n ey p r eve n t e d
ou r  p ro g r e s s,  w e  p roc e e d e d  fro m  t h e r e  u p  to  Rich m o n d
Hill by t h e  rive r  sid e;  m o u n t e d  it; sl e p t  a t  it s  foot;
a n d  on  t h e  following  d ay p e n e t r a t e d  so m e  miles  w e s t w a r d
o r  inlan d  of it u n til w e  w e r e  s top p e d  by a  m o u n t ainous
cou n t ry, w hich  ou r  sc a r ci ty of p rovisions,  joine d  to
t h e  t e r ro r  of a  r ive r  a t  ou r  b ack,  w hos e  s u d d e n  rising
is al mos t  b eyond  co m p u t a tion,  hind e r e d  u s  fro m  exploring.  
To t h e  el eva tion  w hich  bo u n d e d  ou r  r e s e a r c h  w e  g ave
t h e  n a m e  of Knigh t  Hill, in ho no u r  of t h e  t r u s ty s e r g e a n t
w ho  h a d  b e e n  t h e  fai t hful ind efa tig a ble  co m p a nion
of all ou r  t r avels.

This  excu r sion  co m ple t ely s e t tl e d  t h e  long  con t e s t e d
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poin t  a bo u t  t h e  H a w k es b u ry  a n d  N e p e a n.   We foun d
t h e m  to  b e  on e  river.  Withou t  knowing  it, Mr.
Daw e s  a n d  mys elf h a d  p a s s e d  Rich mo n d  Hill a l mos t  a
ye a r  b efo r e  (in  Augus t  1 7 9 0), a n d  fro m  t h e r e  w alked
on  t h e  b a nk  of t h e  rive r  to  t h e  s po t  w h e r e  my di scove ry
of t h e  N e p e a n  h a p p e n e d,  in Jun e  1 7 8 9.   Ou r  igno r a nc e
a ros e  fro m  h aving  n eve r  b efo r e  s e e n  t h e  hill, a n d  fro m
t h e  e r ro n eo us  posi tion  a s sign e d  to  it by t hos e  w ho
h a d  b e e n  in t h e  bo a t s  u p  t h e  river.

Exce p t  t h e  b e h aviou r  of so m e  n a tives  w ho m  w e  m e t  on
t h e  river, w hich  it  wo uld  b e  ing r a ti t u d e  to  p a s s  in
sile nc e ,  no t hing  p a r t icula rly wo r t hy of no tic e  occu r r e d
on  t hi s  exp e di tion.

Whe n  w e  h a d  r e a c h e d  wi t hin  two  miles  of Rich m o n d  Hill,
w e  h e a r d  a  n a tive  c all.  We di r ec tly a n s w e r e d
hi m  a n d  conve r s e d  a c ross  t h e  rive r  for  so m e  tim e.  
At len g t h  h e  lau nc h e d  his  c a no e  a n d  c ros s e d  to  u s  wi thou t
dis t r u s t  o r  h e si t a tion.   We h a d  n ev e r  s e e n  hi m
b efo r e;  b u t  h e  a p p e a r e d  to  know  ou r  frie n d  Go m b e e r e e ,
of w ho m  h e  oft e n  s poke.   H e  s aid  his  n a m e  w a s  De e do r a .  
H e  p r e s e n t e d  u s  wit h  t wo  s p e a r s  a n d  a  t h rowing-s tick,
a n d  in r e t u r n  w e  g ave  hi m  so m e  b r e a d  a n d  b e ef. 
Finding  t h a t  ou r  ro u t e  lay u p  t h e  river, h e  offe r e d
to  a cco m p a ny u s  a n d,  g e t ti ng  in to  his  c a no e,  p a d dle d
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u p  a b r e a s t  of u s.   Wh e n  w e  a r r ive d  a t  Rich mo n d
Hill i t b e c a m e  n e c e s s a ry  to  c ro ss  t h e  rive r;  b u t  t h e
q u e s tion  w a s,  ho w  t his  s ho uld  b e  effec t e d?   De e do r a
im m e dia t ely offe r e d  hi s  c a no e.   We a cc e p t e d  of
it  a n d,  Mr. Daw e s  a n d  t h e  soldie r  p u t ti ng  t h ei r  clo th e s
in to  it, p us h e d  it b efo r e  t h e m,  a n d  by al t e r n a t ely
w a ding  a n d  s wim min g,  soon  p a s s e d.   O n  t h e  op posi t e
s ho r e  s a t  s eve r al  n a tives,  to  w ho m  Dee do r a  c alled,
by  w hich  p r e c a u tion  t h e  a r rival of t h e  s t r a n g e r s  p ro d uc e d
no  al a r m.   On  t h e  con t r a ry, t h ey r e c eive d  t h e m
wi th  eve ry m a rk  of b e n evole nc e.   De e do r a ,  in t h e
m e a n w hile,  s a t  t a lking  wi t h  t h e  s e r g e a n t  a n d  m e.  
Soon  af t er, a no t h e r  n a t ive,  n a m e d  Mo r u n g a,  b ro u g h t
b ack  t h e  c a no e,  a n d  no w  c a m e  ou r  t u r n  to  c ross.  
The  s e r g e a n t  (fro m  a  foolish  t r ick  w hich  h a d  b e e n
playe d  u po n  hi m  w h e n  h e  w a s  a  boy) w a s  exc es sively
ti moro us  of w a t er, a n d  could  no t  s wi m.  Mo r u n g a
offe r e d  to  con d u c t  hi m,  a n d  t h ey go t  in to  t h e  c a no e
tog e t h e r;  b u t ,  his  fea r s  r e t u r ning,  h e  jum p e d  ou t
a n d  r efus e d  to  p roc e e d.   I e n d e avou r e d  to  a ni m a t e
hi m, a n d  Mo r u n g a  ridicule d  his  a p p r e h e n sions,  m a king
signs  of t h e  e a s e  a n d  disp a t c h  wi th  w hic h  h e  would
land  hi m; b u t  h e  r e solved  to  p a d dle  ove r  by hi m s elf,
w hich,  by din t  of good  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  ke e pin g  his
posi tion  ve ry s t e a dily, h e  p e rfo r m e d.   I t  w a s
now  b e co m e  n e c e s s a ry  to  b rin g  ove r  t h e  c a no e  a  t hi rd
ti m e  for  my  a cco m m o d a tion,  w hich  w a s  ins t a n tly do n e,
a n d  I e n t e r e d  it wi th  Dee do r a .   Bu t ,  like  t h e
s e r g e a n t ,  I w a s  so  diso r d e r e d  a t  s e ein g  t h e  w a t e r  wi thin
a  h ai r’s b r e a d t h  of t h e  level of ou r  skiff (which
b ro u g h t  to  my r e m e m b r a n c e  a  for m e r  dis a s t e r  I h a d
exp e ri e nc e d  on  t his  r ive r)  t h a t  I jum p e d  ou t,  a bo u t
kn e e-d e e p,  a n d  d e t e r min e d  to  s wi m  over, w hich  I effec t e d.  
My clo th es ,  h alf ou r  kn a ps a cks,  a n d  t h r e e  of ou r  g u n s
ye t  r e m ain e d  to  b e  t r a n s po r t e d  a c ross.   Thes e
I r e co m m e n d e d  to  t h e  c a r e  of ou r  g ri m  fe r ry m e n,  w ho
ins t a n t a n eo usly load e d  t h ei r  bo a t  wi th  t h e m  a n d  d elive r e d
t h e m  on  t h e  opposi t e  b a nk,  wi tho u t  d a m a g e  o r  di min u tion.

Du ring  t his  long  t ri al of t h ei r  p a tie nc e  a n d  cou r t e sy—in
t h e  la t t e r  p a r t  of w hich  I w a s  e n ti r ely in t h ei r  pow er,
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fro m  t h ei r  h aving  pos s e s sion  of ou r  a r m s—t h ey
h a d  m a nife s t e d  no  u n g e n e ro u s  sign  of t aking  a dva n t a g e
of t h e  h elpl es s n e s s  a n d  d e p e n d a n c e  of ou r  si t u a tion;
no  r u d e  cu riosi ty to  p ry  in to  t h e  p a ck a g e s  wi th  w hich
t h ey w e r e  e n t r u s t e d;  o r  no  so r did  d e si r e  to  pos s e s s
t h e  con t e n t s  of t h e m;  al thou g h  a m o n g  t h e m  w e r e  a r ticles
expos e d  to  view, of w hich  it  af t e r w a r d s  a p p e a r e d  t h ey
kn e w  t h e  u s e ,  a n d  long e d  for  t h e  b e n efit .   Let
t h e  b a nks  of t hos e  rive r s,  “know n  to  son g”,
le t  hi m  w hos e  t r avels  h ave  lain  a m o n g  polish e d  n a tions
p ro d uc e  m e  a  b rig h t e r  ex a m ple  of di sin t e r e s t e d  u r b a ni ty
t h a n  w a s  s how n  by t h e s e  d e nize ns  of a  b a r b a ro u s  clim e
to  a  s e t  of d e s ti t u t e  w a n d e r e r s  on  t h e  sid e  of t h e
H a w k es b u ry.
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On t h e  top  of Rich mo n d  Hill w e  s ho t  a  h a w k, w hich
fell in a  t r e e .   Dee do r a  offe r e d  to  clim b  for
it  a n d  w e  len t  hi m  a  h a t c h e t ,  t h e  effec t  of w hich
d eligh t e d  hi m  so  m u c h  t h a t  h e  b e g g e d  for  it.  As
it  w a s  r e q ui r e d  to  c hop  wood  for  ou r  eve ning  fir e ,
it  could  no t  b e  conve nie n tly s p a r e d;  b u t  w e  p ro mis e d
hi m  t h a t  if h e  wo uld  visi t  u s  on  t h e  following  m o r nin g,
it  s hould  b e  give n  to  hi m.   N o t  a  m u r m u r  w a s  h e a r d;
no  s u s picion  of ou r  insince ri ty; no  m e n tion  of b e n efit s
confe r r e d;  no  r e p ro a c h  of ing r a ti t u d e .   His  good
h u m o u r  a n d  c h e e rfulne s s  w e r e  no t  cloud e d  for  a  m o m e n t.  
P u nc t u al  to  ou r  a p poin t m e n t,  h e  c a m e  to  u s  a t  d ayligh t
n ex t  m o r nin g  a n d  t h e  h a t c h e t  w a s  give n  to  hi m,  t h e
only toke n  of g r a ti t u d e  a n d  r e s p e c t  in ou r  pow e r  to
b e s tow.  N ei t h e r  of t h e s e  m e n  h a d  los t  hi s  fron t
too t h.

THE LAST EXPEDITION

Which  I ev e r  u n d e r took in t h e  cou n t ry I a m  d e s c ribing
w a s  in July 1 7 9 1,  w h e n  Mr. Daw e s  a n d  mys elf w e n t  in
s e a r c h  of a  la r g e  r ive r  w hich  w a s  s aid  to  exis t  a
few mile s  to  t h e  sou t h w a r d  of Ros e  Hill.  We w e n t
to  t h e  plac e  d e s c ribe d,  a n d  foun d  t his  s e con d  Nile
o r  Gan g e s  to  b e  no t hing  b u t  a  s al tw a t e r  c r e ek  co m m u nic a ting
wi th  Bota ny Bay, on  w hos e  b a nks  w e  p a s s e d  a  mi s e r a ble
nig h t  fro m  w a n t  of a  d ro p  of w a t e r  to  q u e nc h  ou r  t hi r s t ,
for  a s  w e  b elieved  t h a t  w e  w e r e  going  to  a  r ive r  w e
t hou g h t  it n e e dle ss  to  m a rc h  wi t h  full c a n t e e n s .

On  t his  exp e di tion  w e  c a r ri e d  wi th  u s  a  t h e r m o m e t e r
w hich  (in  u nison  wi t h  ou r  feelings) s h e w e d  so  ex t r ao r din a ry
a  d e g r e e  of cold  for  t h e  la ti t u d e  of t h e  pl ac e  t h a t
I t hink  mys elf bou n d  to  t r a n s c rib e  it.

Mo n d ay, 1 8 t h  July 1 7 9 1.   The  s u n  a ro s e  in u ncloud e d
s plen do r  a n d  p r e s e n t e d  to  ou r  sigh t  a  novel a n d  pic t u r e s q u e
view.  The  con tig uous  cou n t ry a s  w hi t e  a s  if cove r e d
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with  s now, con t r a s t e d  wi th  t h e  foliag e  of t r e e s  flou rishing
in t h e  ve r d u r e  of t ropical luxu ri a ncy*.  Eve n  t h e
exh ala tion  w hich  s t e a m e d  fro m  t h e  lake  b e n e a t h  con t ribu t e d
to  h eig h t e n  t h e  b e a u ty  of t h e  sc e n e.   Wind  SSW. 
The r mo r n e t e r  a t  s u n ris e  2 5  d e g r e e s .   The  following
nig h t  w a s  s till cold er.  At s u n s e t  t h e  t h e r m o m e t e r
s tood  a t  4 5  d e g r e e s;  a t  a  q u a r t e r  b efo r e  fou r  in t h e
m o r nin g,  it w as  a t  2 6  d e g r e e s;  a t  a  q u a r t e r  b efo r e
six a t  2 4  d e g r e e s;  a t  a  q u a r t e r  b efo re  s eve n,  a t  2 3
d e g r e e s;  a t  s eve n  o’clock, 2 2.7  d e g r e e s;  a t
s u n ri s e,  2 3  d e g r e e s ,  af t e r  w hich  it con tinu e d  g r a d u ally
to  m o u n t ,  a n d  b e t w e e n  on e  a n d  t wo  o’clock, s tood
a t  5 9 .6  d e g r e e s  in t h e  s h a d e.   Wind  SSW. 
The  ho rizon  p e rfec tly cle a r  all d ay, no t  t h e  s m alles t
s p eck  to  b e  s e e n .   N o t hing  b u t  d e m o n s t r a tion  could
h ave  convince d  m e  t h a t  so  s eve r e  a  d e g r e e  of cold
eve r  exis t e d  in t his  low la ti t u d e .   Drops  of w a t e r
on  a  tin  po t ,  no t  al tog e t h e r  ou t  of t h e  influe nc e
of t h e  fir e ,  w e r e  froze n  in to solid  ice  in  les s  t h a n
t w elve  min u t e s.   Pa r t  of a  leg  of k a n g a roo  w hich
w e  h a d  ro a s t e d  for  s u p p e r  w a s  froze n  q ui t e  h a r d ,  all
t h e  juice s  of it b ein g  conve r t e d  in to  ice.   On
t hos e  po n d s  w hich  w e r e  n e a r  t h e  s u rfac e  of t h e  e a r t h ,
t h e  cove rin g  of ice  w a s  ve ry t hick; b u t  on  t hos e  w hich
w e r e  lowe r  dow n  it w a s  foun d  to  b e  les s  so,  in p ropo r tion
to  t h ei r  d e p r e s sion; a n d  w h e r eve r  t h e  w a t e r  w a s  t w elve
fee t  b elow t h e  s u rfac e  (which  h a p p e n e d  to  b e  t h e  c a s e
clos e  to  u s) it  w a s  u n co n g e ale d.   I t  r e m ains  to
b e  obs e rve d  t h a t  t h e  cold  of bo t h  t h e s e  nig h t s ,  a t
Ros e  Hill a n d  Syd n ey, w a s  jud g e d  to  b e  g r e a t e r  t h a n
h a d  eve r  b efo r e  b e e n  fel t.
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[All t h e  tre e s  of  N e w  S o u t h  Wales,  m a y  I appr e h e n d,
b e  t er m e d  e v er gr e e n.   For af t er  s uc h  w e a t h er  as
t his  journal records,  I did  no t  obs erv e  ei th er  t ha t
t h e  leav es  had  dropp e d  off, or t ha t  t h e y  had  ass u m e d
t ha t  sic kly  au t u m nal tin t ,  w hic h  m ar k s  E n glish  tr e e s
in corre s pon din g  circu m s ta nc e s.]

CHAPTER XV.

Tra n s a c tions  of t h e  Colony to  t h e  e n d  of N ove m b er,
1 7 9 1.

The  ex t r e m e  d ryn es s  of t h e  p r e c e din g  s u m m e r  h a s  b e e n
no tic ed.   I t  h a d  op e r a t e d  so  fa r  in t h e  b e ginning
of Jun e  t h a t  w e  d r e a d e d  a  w a n t  of w a t e r  for  co m m o n
con s u m p tion  m o s t  of t h e  li t tl e  r e s e rvoi r s  in  t h e  n eigh bo u r hood
of Sydn ey b ein g  d rie d  u p .   The  s m all s t r e a m  n e a r
t h e  tow n  w a s  so  n e a rly exh a u s t e d  (bein g  only t h e  d r ain
of a  m o r a s s)  t h a t  a  s hip  could  no t  h ave  w a t e r e d  a t
it, a n d  t h e  ‘Supply’ w a s  p r e p a ring  to  sink
c a sks  in a  s w a m p  w h e n  r ain  fell a n d  b a nis h e d  ou r  a p p r e h e n sions.

Jun e,  1 7 9 1.   On  t h e  s e con d  ins t a n t ,  t h e  n a m e  of
t h e  s e t tl e m e n t,  a t  t h e  h e a d  of t h e  h a r bo u r  (Rose  Hill)
w a s  c h a n g e d,  by o r d e r  of t h e  gove r nor, to  t h a t  of
Pa r r a m a t t a ,  t h e  n a tive  n a m e  of it.   As Ros e  Hill
h a s,  how ever, occ u r r e d  so  of t e n  in t his  book, I b e g
leave,  to  avoid  confusion,  s till to  con tinu e  t h e  a p p ella tion
in all fu t u r e  m e n tion  of it.

Ou r  t r avelling  fri en d  Bolad e r e e ,  w ho  m a k e s  so  cons picuou s
a  figu r e  in t h e  las t  ch a p t er, a bo u t  t his  tim e  co m mit t e d
a n  offenc e  w hich  w e  w e r e  oblige d  to  no tice.   H e
t h r e w  a  s p e a r  a t  a  convic t  in t h e  woods,  a n d  wo u n d e d
hi m.  The  t r u t h  w a s,  so m e  misc hievous  p e r so n  b elon gin g
to  u s  h a d  w a n to nly d e s t roye d  his  c a no e,  a n d  h e  r ev e n g e d
t h e  inju ry on  t h e  fi r s t  of ou r  p eo ple  w ho m  h e  m e t
u n a r m e d.   H e  no w  s e e m e d  to  t hink  t h e  m a t t e r  a djus t e d;
a n d  p rob a bly s uc h  is t h e  c us to m  t h ey obs e rve  in t h ei r
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ow n  socie ty in simila r  c a s e s .   H e a rin g,  ho w ever,
t h a t  a n  o r d e r  w a s  iss u e d  to  s eize  hi m,  o r  in  c a s e  t h a t
could  no t  b e  effec t e d,  to  s hoo t  hi m,  h e  p r u d e n tly
d ro p p e d  all con n e c tion  wi t h  u s  a n d  w a s  for  a  long
ti m e  no t  s e e n .

But  if t h ey so m e tim e s  inju r e d  u s,  to  co m p e n s a t e  t h ey
w e r e  oft e n  of sign al  b e n efi t  to  t hos e  w ho  n e e d e d  t h ei r
a s si s t a nc e:   t wo  ins t a nc e s  of w hich  h a d  r ec e n tly
occ u r r e d .   A bo a t  w a s  ove r s e t  in t h e  h a r bo u r  Ba n e elon
a n d  so m e  ot h e r  n a tives,  w ho  s a w  t h e  a ccid e n t  h a p p e n,
im m e dia t ely plun g e d  in, a n d  s ave d  all t h e  p eo ple.  
Whe n  t h ey h a d  b ro u g h t  t h e m  on  s ho r e ,  t h ey  u n d r e s s e d
t h e m,  kindle d  a  fir e  a n d  d r ie d  t h ei r  clo t h e s ,  g ave
t h e m  fish  to  e a t  a n d  con d uc t e d  t h e m  to  Sydn ey.

The  o t h e r  ins t a nc e  w a s  of a  soldie r  los t  in  t h e  woods,
w h e n  h e  m e t  a  p a r ty of n a tives.   H e  a t  fir s t  kn e w
no t  w h e t h e r  to  flee  fro m  t h e m,  o r  to  implor e  t h ei r
a s si s t a nc e .   S e ein g  a m o n g  t h e m  on e  w ho m  h e  kn ew,
h e  d e t e r min e d  to  co m m u nic a t e  his  dis t r e s s  to  hi m  a n d
to  r ely on  hi s  g e n e rosi ty.  The  India n  told  hi m
t h a t  h e  h a d  w a n d e r e d  a  long  w ay fro m  ho m e,  b u t  t h a t
h e  wo uld  con d u c t  hi m  t hi t h er, on  t h e  single  con di tion
of his  d elive ring  u p  a  g u n  w hich  h e  h eld  in hi s  h a n d,
p ro mising  to  c a r ry  it  for  hi m  a n d  to  r e s to r e  it  to
hi m  a t  p a r tin g.   The  soldie r  fel t  lit tle  inclina tion
to  s u r r e n d e r  his  a r m s,  by  w hic h  h e  wo uld  b e  p u t  e n ti r ely
in t h ei r  pow er.  But  s e eing  no  al t e r n a tive,  h e
a t  las t  cons e n t e d;  on  w hich  t h e  w hole  p a r ty laid  dow n
t h ei r  s p e a r s  a n d  fai thfully e sco r t e d  hi m  to  t h e  n e a r e s t
p a r t  of t h e  s e t tl e m e n t,  w h e r e  t h e  g u n  w a s  give n  u p,
a n d  t h ey took t h ei r  leave  wi thou t  a sking  for  a ny r e m u n e r a t ion,
o r  eve n  s e e min g  to  exp ec t  it.
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The  dis t r e s sful s t a t e  of t h e  colony for  p rovisions
con tinu e d  g r a d u ally to  a u g m e n t  u n til t h e  9 t h  of July,
w h e n  t h e  M a ry Ann e  t r a n s po r t  a r rived  fro m  E n gla n d.  
This  s hip  h a d  s aile d  fro m  t h e  Dow ns  so  la t ely a s  t h e
2 5 t h  of Feb r u a ry, h aving  b e e n  only fou r  m o n t hs  a n d
t w elve  d ays  on  h e r  p a s s a g e.   S h e  b ro u g h t  ou t  convic t s ,
by  con t r a c t ,  a t  a  s p ecific s u m  for  e a c h  p e r so n.  
Bu t  to  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  effec t  of h u m a ni ty a n d  jus tice,
of 1 4 4  fe m ale  convic t s  e m b a rk e d  on  bo a r d  only t h r e e
h a d  di ed,  a n d  t h e  r e s t  w e r e  lan d e d  in p e rfec t  h e al th ,
all loud  in p r ais e  of t h ei r  con d uc tor.  The  m a s t e r’s
n a m e  w a s  M u n ro; a n d  hi s  s hip,  af t e r  fulfilling  h e r
e n g a g e m e n t  wi t h  gove r n m e n t,  w a s  bo u n d  on  t h e  so u t h e r n
fish e ry.  The  r e a d e r  m u s t  no t  conclud e  t h a t  I s ac rifice
to  d ull d e t ail, w h e n  h e  finds  s uc h  b e n evole n t  con d uc t
min u t ely n a r r a t e d .   The  a dvoc a t e s  of h u m a ni ty
a r e  no t  ye t  b eco m e  too  n u m e ro u s:   b u t  t hos e  w ho
p r a c tise  its  divine  p r e c e p t s,  how eve r  h u m ble  a n d  u n no tice d
b e  t h ei r  s t a tion,  ou g h t  no t  to  sink  in to  obsc u ri ty,
u n r e co r d e d  a n d  u n p r ai s e d,  wi th  t h e  vile  m o ns t e r s  w ho
d e rid e  mis e ry  a n d  fa t t e n  on  c ala mity.

July, 1 7 9 1.   If, how ever, t h e  good  p eo ple  of t his
s hip  d eligh t e d  u s  wi th  t h ei r  b e n evolenc e,  h e r e  g r a tifica tion
e n d e d.   I w a s  of a  p a r ty  w ho  h a d  row e d  in a  bo a t
six miles  ou t  to  s e a ,  b eyon d  t h e  h a r bo u r’s m o u t h ,
to  m e e t  t h e m;  a n d  w h a t  w a s  ou r  dis a p poin t m e n t ,  on
g e t tin g  a bo a r d,  to  find  t h a t  t h ey  h a d  no t  b ro u g h t
a  le t t e r  (a  few official on es  for  t h e  gove r no r  exc e p t e d)
to  a ny p e r so n  in  t h e  colony!  N o r  h a d  t h ey a  single
n e w s p a p e r  o r  m a g azin e  in t h ei r  poss e s sion; no r  could
t h ey conc eive  t h a t  a ny p e r so n  wis h e d  to  h e a r  n e w s;
b ein g  a s  igno r a n t  of eve ry thin g  w hich  h a d  p a s s e d  in
E u ro p e  for  t h e  las t  t wo  ye a r s  a s  ou r s elves,  a t  t h e
dis t a n c e  of h alf t h e  ci rcle.   “No w a r—t h e
flee t’s di s m a n tle d,” w a s  t h e  w hole  t h a t
w e  could  lea r n.   Wh e n  I a sk e d  w h e t h e r  a  n e w  p a rlia m e n t
h a d  b e e n  c alled,  t h ey s t a r e d  a t  m e  in s t u pid  wo n d er,
no t  s e e min g  to  co m p r e h e n d  t h a t  s uc h  a  body ei t h e r  s uffe r e d
r e nova tion  o r  n e e d e d  it.
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“H ave  t h e  F r e n c h  s e t tl e d  t h ei r  gove r n m e n t?”

“As to  t h a t  m a t t e r  I c a n’t  s ay; I n eve r
h e a r d;  b u t ,  d a m n  t h e m,  t h ey w e r e  r e a dy e no u g h  to  join
t h e  S p a ni a r d s  a g ains t  u s .”

“Are  Russia  a n d  Tu rk ey a t  p e a c e?”

“Th a t  you  s e e  do e s  no t  lie  in  my w ay; I h av e
h e a r d  t alk a bo u t  it,  b u t  do n’t r e m e m b e r  w h a t
p a s s e d.”

“For  h e ave n’s s ak e,  w hy did  you  no t  b rin g
ou t  a  b u n dle  of n e w s p a p e r s?   You mig h t  h ave  p roc u r e d
a  file  a t  a ny coffee  ho u s e ,  w hich  wo uld  h ave  a m u s e d
you, a n d  ins t r u c t e d  u s?”

“Why, r e ally, I n eve r  t ho u g h t  a bo u t  t h e  m a t t e r
u n til w e  w e r e  off t h e  Ca p e  of Good  H op e,  w h e n  w e  s pok e
a  m a n  of w ar, w ho  a sk e d  u s  t h e  s a m e  q u e s tion,  a n d
t h e n  I wis h e d  I h a d.”

To h av e  p ros ec u t e d  inq ui ry fa r t h e r  wo uld  h ave  only
s e rve d  to  inc r e a s e  dis a p poin t m e n t  a n d  ch a g rin.  
We t h e r efo r e  q ui t t e d  t h e  s hip,  won d e ring  a n d  la m e n ting
t h a t  so  la r g e  a  po r tion  of pl ain  u n dis g uis e d  ho n e s ty
s ho uld  b e  so  to t ally u n co n n e c t e d  wi t h  a  co m m o n  s h a r e
of in t ellige nc e,  a n d  a c q u ain t a nc e  wi th  t h e  feelings
a n d  h a bi t s  of o th e r  m e n.
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By t h e  gove r no r’s le t t e r s  w e  lea r n e d  t h a t  a
la rg e  flee t  of t r a n s po r t s ,  wit h  convic t s  on  bo a r d,
a n d  His  M aje s ty’s s hip  Gor gon,  (Ca p t ain  Pa rk e r)
mig h t  soon  b e  exp e c t e d  to  a r rive.   The  following
int ellige nc e  w hic h  t h ey con t ain e d,  w a s  al so  m a d e  p u blic.

Tha t  s uc h  convic t s  a s  h a d  s e rve d  t h ei r  p e riod  of t r a n s po r t a tion,
w e r e  no t  to  b e  co m p elle d  to  r e m ain  in t h e  colony;
b u t  t h a t  no  t e m p t a tion  s hould  b e  offe r e d  to  ind uc e
t h e m  to  q ui t  it, a s  t h e r e  exis t e d  b u t  too  m u c h  r e a so n
to  b elieve,  t h a t  t h ey  wo uld  r e t u r n  to  for m e r  p r a c tic e s;
t h a t  t hos e  w ho  mig h t  c hoos e  to  s e t tl e  in t h e  cou n t ry
s ho uld  h ave  po r tions  of land,  s u bjec t  to  s tipula t e d
r e s t ric tions,  a n d  a  po r tion  of p rovisions  a s sign e d
to  t h e m  on  sig nifying  t h ei r  inclina tions; a n d  t h a t
it  w a s  exp ec t e d ,  t h a t  t hos e  convic t s  w ho  mig h t  b e
pos s e ss e d  of m e a n s  to  t r a n s po r t  t h e m s elves  fro m  t h e
cou n t ry, would  leave  it fr e e  of all incu m b r a n c e s  of
a  p u blic n a t u r e .

The  r e s t  of t h e  flee t  con tin u e d  to  d ro p  in, in t hi s
a n d  t h e  t wo  s ucc e e ding  m o n t h s.   The  s t a t e  of t h e
convic t s  w ho m  t h ey b ro u g h t  ou t ,  t hou g h  infini t ely
p r efe r a ble  to  w h a t  t h e  flee t  of las t  ye a r  h a d  land e d,
w a s  no t  u n exc e p tion a ble.   Th r e e  of t h e  s hips  h a d
n aval a g e n t s  on  bo a r d  to  con t rol t h e m.   Cons e q u e n tly,
if co m plain t  h a d  exis t e d  t h e r e ,  it  would  h ave  b e e n
im m e dia t ely r e d r e s s e d .   Exclusive  of t h e s e,  t h e
‘Sala m a n d e r’, (Ca p t ain  Nic hols) w ho,  of
1 5 5  m e n  los t  only five; a n d  t h e  ‘Willia m  a n d
Ann e’ (Cap t ain  Bunck e r)  w ho  of 1 8 7  m e n  los t
only s eve n,  I find  m o s t  wo r t hy  of ho no u r a ble  m e n tion.  
In  t h e  lis t  of convic t s  b ro u g h t  ou t  w a s  Ba r ring to n,
of fa mou s  m e m o ry.

Two of t h e s e  s hip s  also  a d d e d  to  ou r  g eo g r a p hic  knowled g e
of t h e  cou n t ry.  The  ‘Atlan tic’, u n d e r
t h e  di r ec tion  of Lieu t e n a n t  Bow e n,  a  n av al a g e n t ,  r a n
in to  a  h a r bo u r  b e t w e e n  Van Die m e n’s  lan d,  a n d
Por t  Jackson,  in la ti t u d e  3 5  d e g r e e s  1 2  min u t e s  sou t h ,
longi tu d e  1 5 1  d e g r e e s  e a s t ,  to  w hich,  in ho no u r  of
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Si r  John  Je rvis, Knigh t  of t h e  Ba t h,  Mr. Bow e n  g av e
t h e  n a m e  of Por t  Je rvis.  H e r e  w a s  foun d  good
a n c ho ring  g ro u n d  wi th  a  fine  d e p t h  of w a t er, wi thin
a  h a r bo u r  a bo u t  a  mile  a n d  a  q u a r t e r  b ro a d  a t  it s  e n t r a nc e ,
w hich  af t e r w a r d s  op e n s  in to  a  b a sin  five  miles  wid e
a n d  of conside r a ble  leng t h.   They foun d  no  fr es h
w a t er, b u t  a s  t h ei r  w a n t  of t his  a r t icle  w a s  no t  u r g e n t ,
t h ey  did  no t  m a k e  s ufficie n t  r e s e a r c h e s  to  p ro nou nc e
t h a t  no n e  exis t e d  t h e r e .* They s aw, d u ring  t h e  s ho r t
ti m e  t h ey s t aye d,  two  k a n g a roos  a n d  m a ny t r ac es  of
inh a bi t a n t s.   The  cou n t ry a t  a  li t tl e  dis t a n c e
to  t h e  sou t h w a r d  of t h e  h a r bo u r  is hilly, b u t  t h a t
con tiguou s  to  t h e  s e a  is fla t .   On  co m p a ring  w h a t
t h ey h a d  foun d  h e r e  af t e r w a r d s ,  wi th  t h e  n a tive  p ro d u c e
of Por t  Jackson,  t h ey s a w  no  r e a son  to  t hink  t h a t  t h ey
diffe r e d  in a ny r e s p e c t .

[Just  b e for e  I le f t  t h e  cou n try, w or d  w a s  brou g h t
b y  a s hip  w hic h  ha d  p u t  in to  Port  Jervis, t ha t  a larg e
fr es h  w a t er  broo k  w a s  fou n d  t h er e .]
The  s e con d  discove ry w a s  m a d e  by Ca p t ain  Weth e r h e a d,
of t h e  ‘Matilda’ t r a n s po r t ,  w hich  w a s
obligingly d e s c rib e d  to  m e ,  a s  follows, by t h a t  g e n tl e m a n,
on  my  p u t ting  to  hi m  t h e  u n d e r w ri t t e n  q u e s tions.
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“Wh e n  did  you  m a k e  you r  discove ry?”

“On t h e  2 7 t h  of July, 1 7 9 1.”

“In w h a t  la ti t ud e  a n d  longi tu d e  do es  it  lie?”

“In 4 2  d e g r e e s  1 5  min u t e s  sou t h  by  obs e rv a tion,
a n d  in 1 4 8  1/2  e a s t  by  r e ckonin g”

“Is it on  t h e  m ainla n d  o r  is it  a n  isla n d?”

“It  is a n  isla n d,  dis t a n t  fro m  t h e  m ainla n d
a bo u t  eigh t  mile s.”

“Did you  a n c ho r?”

“Yes; a n d  foun d  good  a n c ho r a g e  in a  b ay  op e n
a bo u t  six poin t s .”

“Did you  s e e  a ny o t h e r  h a r bo u r  o r  b ay  in t h e
islan d?”

“Non e.”

“Does  t h e  ch a n n el  b e t w e e n  t h e  islan d  a n d  t h e
m ain  a p p e a r  to  affor d  good  s h el t e r  for  s hipping?”

“Yes, like  S pi th e a d.”

“Did you  find  a ny w a t e r  on  t h e  islan d?”

“Yes, in pl e n ty.”

“Of w h a t  size  do e s  t h e  isla n d  a p p e a r  to  b e?”

“It  is n a r ro w  a n d  long; I c a n no t  s ay  how  long. 
I t s  b r e a d t h  is inconside r a ble.”

“Did you  m a k e  a ny obs e rva tions  on  t h e  soil?”

“It  is s a n dy; a n d  m a ny  pl ac e s  a r e  full of c r a g gy
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rocks.”

“Do you  judg e  t h e  p ro d u c tions  w hich  you  s a w
on  t h e  islan d  to  b e  si mila r  to  t hos e  a ro u n d  Por t  Jackson?”

“I do  no t  t hink  t h ey  diffe r  in a ny r e s p e c t .”

“Did you  s e e  a ny a ni m als?”

“I s a w  t h r e e  k a n g a roos.”

“Did you  s e e  a ny n a tives,  o r  a ny m a r ks  of t h e m?”

“I s a w  no  n a tives,  b u t  I s a w  a  fi r e ,  a n d  s eve r al
h u t s  like  t hos e  a t  Por t  Jackson,  in  on e  of w hich  lay
a  s p e ar.”

“Wh a t  n a m e  did  you  give  to  you r  discove ry?”

“I c alled  it,  in ho no u r  of my  s hip,  M a tilda
Bay.”

N ove m b er, 1 7 9 1.   A ve ry ex t r ao r din a ry  ins t a nc e
of folly s ti m ula t e d  to  d e s p e r a tion  occ u r r e d  in t h e
b e gin ning  of t his  m o n t h  a m o n g  t h e  convic t s  a t  Ros e
Hill.  Twe n ty m e n  a n d  a  p r e g n a n t  wo m a n,  p a r t  of
t hos e  w ho  h a d  a r r ive d  in t h e  las t  flee t ,  s u d d e nly
dis a p p e a r e d  wi th  t h ei r  clo th e s,  working  tools, b e d din g,
a n d  t h ei r  p rovisions,  for  t h e  e n s uing  w e ek,  w hich  h a d
b e e n  jus t  iss u e d  to  t h e m.   The  fir s t  in t ellige nc e
h e a r d  of t h e m,  w a s  fro m  so m e  convic t  s e t t l e r s ,  w ho
s aid  t h ey h a d  s e e n  t h e m  p a s s,  a n d  h a d  e n q ui r e d  w hi th e r
t h ey w e r e  bou n d.   To w hich  t h ey h a d  r e c eived  for
a n s w er, “ to Chin a.”  The  ex t r av a g a nc e
a n d  infa t u a tion  of s uc h  a n  a t t e m p t  w as  explain e d  to
t h e m  by t h e  s e t tl e r s ;  b u t  n ei th e r  d e ri sion,  no r  d e m o n s t r a tion
could  av e r t  t h e m  fro m  p u r s uing  t h ei r  p u r pos e .  
I t  w a s  obs e rve d  by t hos e  w ho  b ro u g h t  in  t h e  a ccou n t
t h a t  t h ey h a d  g e n e r al  ide a  e no u g h  of t h e  poin t  of t h e
co m p a s s  in w hich  Chin a  lies  fro m  Por t  Jackson,  to
k e e p  in  a  no r t h e rly di r ec tion.

An office r  wi th  a  d e t a c h m e n t  of t roops,  w a s  s e n t  in
p u r s ui t  of t h e m;  b u t  af t e r  a  h a r a s sing  m a r c h  r e t u r n e d
wi tho u t  s ucc e s s.   In  t h e  cou r s e  of a  w e ek  t h e
g r e a t e s t  p a r t  of t h e m  w e r e  ei t h e r  b ro u g h t  b a ck  by diffe r e n t
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p a r t i e s  w ho  h a d  fallen  in  wi th  t h e m,  o r  w e r e  d riven
in by  fa min e.   U pon  b eing  q u e s tion e d  a bo u t  t h e
c a u s e  of t h ei r  elop e m e n t,  t hos e  w ho m  h u n g e r  h a d  forc e d
b ack,  did  no t  h e si t a t e  to  confe ss  t h a t  t h ey  h a d  b e e n
so  g rossly d e c eived  a s  to  b elieve  t h a t  Chin a  mig h t
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e a sily b e  r e a c h e d,  b eing  no t  m o r e  t h a n  1 0 0  miles  dis t a n t ,
a n d  s e p a r a t e d  only by  a  river.  The  o t h e r s ,  how ever,
a s h a m e d  of t h e  m e r ri m e n t  exci t e d  a t  t h ei r  exp e n s e ,
s aid  t h a t  t h ei r  r e a so n  for  r u n nin g  a w ay w a s  on  a ccou n t
of b ein g  ove r work e d  a n d  h a r s hly t r e a t e d ,  a n d  t h a t  t h ey
p r efe r r e d  a  solit a ry a n d  p r e c a rious  exis t e nc e  in t h e
woods  to  a  r e t u r n  to  t h e  mi s e ry t h ey  w e r e  co m p elled
to  u n d e r go.  On e  o r  t wo  of t h e  p a r ty h a d  c e r t ainly
p e ris h e d  by t h e  h a n d s  of t h e  n a tives,  w ho  h a d  al so
wo u n d e d  s eve r al  o t h e r s .

I t r u s t  t h a t  no  m a n  would  feel m o r e  r eluc t a n t  t h a n
mys elf to  c a s t  a n  illibe r al  n a tion al  r eflec tion,  p a r ticula rly
on  a  p eo ple  w ho m  I r e g a r d  in a n  a g g r e g a t e  s e n s e  a s
b r e t h r e n  a n d  fellow-ci tize ns;  a n d  a m o n g  w ho m,  I h ave
t h e  ho no u r  to  n u m b e r  m a ny of t h e  m os t  co r di al a n d
e n d e a rin g  in ti m acies  w hich  a  life  p a s s e d  on  s e rvice
could  g e n e r a t e .   Bu t  it  is c e r t ain  t h a t  all t h e s e
p eo ple  w e r e  Irish.

CHAPTER XVI

Tra n s a c tions  of t h e  colony u n til 1 8 t h  of Dec e m b e r
1 7 9 1,  w h e n  I q ui t t e d  it,  wi th  a n  Accou n t  of it s  s t a t e
a t  t h a t  tim e.

The  Gorgo n  h a d  a r rived  on  t h e  2 1 s t  of S e p t e m b er, a n d
t h e  ho u r  of d e p a r t u r e  to  E n gla n d,  for  t h e  m a rin e  b a t t alion,
d r e w  nigh.   If I b e  allow e d  to  s p e a k  fro m  my ow n
feelings  on  t h e  occ asion,  I will no t  s ay t h a t  w e  con t e m pla t e d
its  a p p ro ac h  wi th  mi n gled  s e n s a tions:  w e  h ailed
it  wi t h  r a p t u r e  a n d  exul t a tion.

The  ‘Supply’, eve r  t h e  h a r bing e r  of w elco m e
a n d  gl a d  tidings,  p rocl aim e d  by h e r  ow n  d e p a r t u r e ,
t h a t  ou r s  w a s  a t  h a n d.   On  t h e  2 6 t h  of Nove m b e r
s h e  s ailed  for  E n gla n d.   I t  w a s  impos sible  to  view
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ou r  s e p a r a tion  wi th  ins e n sibili ty:  t h e  lit tl e
s hip  w hich  h a d  so  oft e n  a gi t a t e d  ou r  ho p e s  a n d  fea r s ,
w hich  fro m  long  a c q u ain t a nc e  w e  h a d  lea r n e d  to  r e g a r d
a s  p a r t  of ou r s elves,  w hos e  doo r s  of hos pi t ali ty h a d
b e e n  eve r  t h row n  op e n  to  r elieve  ou r  a c c u m ula t e d  w a n t s,
a n d  c h a s e  ou r  solit a ry  gloo m!

In  cons e q u e n c e  of t h e  offe r s  m a d e  to  t h e  no n-co m mission e d
office r s  a n d  p riva t e s  of t h e  m a rin e  b a t t alion  to  r e m ain
in t h e  cou n t ry a s  s e t tl e r s  o r  to  e n t e r  in to  t h e  N e w
Sou t h  Wales  co r ps ,  t h r e e  co r po r al s,  on e  d r u m m e r  a n d
5 9  p riva t e s  a cc e p t e d  of g r a n t s  of land,  to  s e t t l e
a t  N o rfolk Isla n d  a n d  Ros e  Hill.  Of t h e s e  m e n ,
s eve r al  w e r e  u n do u b t e dly poss e s s e d  of s ufficie n t  skill
a n d  indus t ry, by  t h e  a s sis t a nc e  of t h e  p ay w hich  w a s
d u e  to  t h e m  fro m  t h e  d a t e  of t h ei r  e m b a rk a tion,  in
t h e  b e gin nin g  of t h e  ye a r  1 7 8 7,  to  t h e  d ay on  w hich
t h ey w e r e  disc h a r g e d,  to  s e t  ou t  wi th  r e a so n a ble  ho p e s
of b ein g  a ble  to  p roc u r e  a  m ain t e n a n c e.   Bu t  t h e
only a p p a r e n t  r e a so n  to  w hich  t h e  b e h aviou r  of a  m ajori ty
of t h e m  could  b e  a sc ribe d  w a s  fro m  infa t u a t e d  affec tion
to  fe m ale  convic t s ,  w hos e  ch a r a c t e r s  a n d  h a bi t s  of
life, I a m  so r ry to  s ay, p ro mis e  fro m  a  con n e c tion
n ei t h e r  ho no u r  no r  t r a n q uilli ty.

The  n a r r a tive  p a r t  of t his  work  will, I conc eive,
b e  b e s t  b ro u g h t  to  a  t e r min a tion  by a  d e s c rip tion
of t h e  exis ting  s t a t e  of t h e  colony, a s  t ak e n  by mys elf
a  few d ays  p r evious  to  my e m b a rk a tion  in t h e  Gor gon,
to  s ail for  E n gla n d.
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Dec e m b e r  2 n d,  1 7 9 1.   Went  u p  to  Ros e  Hill. 
P u blic b uildings  h e r e  h ave  no t  g r e a tly m ul tiplied
since  my las t  s u rvey.  The  s to r e ho u s e  a n d  b a r r a ck
h ave  b e e n  long  co m ple t e d;  also  a p a r t m e n t s  for  t h e
c h a plain  of t h e  r e gi m e n t,  a n d  for  t h e  judg e-a dvoc a t e ,
in  w hich  las t ,  c rimin al  cou r t s ,  w h e n  n e c es s a ry, a r e
h eld; b u t  t h e s e  a r e  p e t ty  e r e c tions.   In  a  colony
w hich  con t ain s  only a  few h u n d r e d  hovels  b uil t  of
t wigs  a n d  m u d,  w e  feel cons e q u e n ti al e no u g h  al r e a dy
to  t alk of a  t r e a s u ry, a n  a d mi r al ty, a  p u blic lib r a ry
a n d  m a ny  ot h e r  si mila r  e difices,  w hich  a r e  to  for m
p a r t  of a  m a g nifice n t  s q u a r e .   The  g r e a t  r o a d
fro m  n e a r  t h e  landing  pl ac e  to  t h e  gove r no r’s
ho us e  is finish e d,  a n d  a  ve ry no ble  on e  it is, b eing
of g r e a t  b r e a d t h ,  a n d  a  mile  long,  in  a  s t r ai t  line.  
In  m a ny  plac e s  i t is c a r ri ed  ove r  g ullies  of consid e r a ble
d e p t h,  w hich  h av e  b e e n  filled  u p  wi th  t r u nks  of t r e e s
cove r e d  wi th  e a r t h .   All t h e  s a wye r s ,  c a r p e n t e r s
a n d  bl acks mit h s  will soon  b e  conc e n t r e d  u n d e r  t h e
di r e c tion  of a  ve ry a d e q u a t e  p e r so n  of t h e  gove r no r’s
ho us e hold.   This pl a n  is al r e a dy so  fa r  a dv a nc e d
a s  to  con t ain  nin e  cove r e d  s a w pi t s ,  w hich  c h a n g e  of
w e a t h e r  c a n no t  di s t u r b  t h e  op e r a t ions  of, a n  excellen t
wo rks h e d  for  t h e  c a r p e n t e r s  a n d  a  la rg e  n e w  s ho p  for
t h e  bl acks mith s .   I t  c e r t ainly p ro mis es  to  b e
of g r e a t  p u blic b e n efi t .   A n e w  hos pi t al  h a s  b e e n
t alke d  of for  t h e  las t  t wo  ye a r s ,  b u t  is no t  ye t  b e g u n.  
Two long  s h e d s,  b uil t  in  t h e  for m  of a  t e n t  a n d  t h a t c h e d,
a r e  how eve r  finis h e d,  a n d  c a p a ble  of holding  2 0 0  p a tie n t s .  
The  sick  list  of tod ay con t ain s  3 8 2  n a m e s.   Ros e
Hill is les s  h e al t hy t h a n  it u s e d  to  b e .   The
p r ev ailing  diso r d e r  is a  dys e n t e ry, w hich  oft e n  t e r min a t e s
fa t ally.  The r e  w a s  la t ely on e  ve ry violen t  p u t rid
feve r  w hich,  by  tim ely r e m oval of t h e  p a ti e n t,  w a s
p r eve n t e d  fro m  s p r e a din g.   Twe n ty-five  m e n  a n d
t wo child r e n  di e d  h e r e  in t h e  m o n t h  of N ove m b er.

Whe n  a t  t h e  hos pi t al  I s a w  a n d  conve r s e d  wi th  so m e
of t h e  ’Chines e  t r avelle r s’; fou r  of t h e m
lay h e r e ,  wou n d e d  by t h e  n a tives.   I a sk e d  t h e s e
m e n  if t h ey  r e ally s u p pos e d  it  possible  to  r e a c h  Chin a.  

134



They a n s w e r e d  t h a t  t h ey  w e r e  c e r t ainly m a d e  to  b elieve
(th ey kn e w  no t  how) t h a t  a t  a  conside r a ble  dis t a nc e
to  no r t h w a r d  exis t e d  a  la r g e  river, w hich  s e p a r a t e d
t his  cou n t ry fro m  t h e  b a ck  p a r t  of China;  a n d  t h a t
w h e n  it s ho uld  b e  c ro ss e d  (which  w a s  p r a c tic a ble)
t h ey wo uld  find  t h e m s elves  a m o n g  a  cop p e r-colou r e d
p eo ple,  w ho  wo uld  r ec eive  a n d  t r e a t  t h e m  kindly. 
They a d d e d,  t h a t  on  t h e  t hi rd  d ay of t h ei r  elop e m e n t ,
on e  of t h e  p a r ty di e d  of fa tigu e;  a no t h e r  t h ey s a w
b u tc h e r e d  by t h e  n a tives  w ho, finding  t h e m  u n a r m e d,
a t t a ck e d  t h e m  a n d  p u t  t h e m  to  fligh t .   This h a p p e n e d
n e a r  Brok e n  Bay, w hich  h a r bo u r  s top p e d  t h ei r  p ro g r e s s
to  t h e  no r t h w a r d  a n d  forc e d  t h e m  to  t u r n  to  t h e  r igh t
h a n d,  by w hich  m e a n s  t h ey soon  af t e r  foun d  t h e m s elves
on  t h e  s e a  s ho r e ,  w h e r e  t h ey  w a n d e r e d  a bo u t  in a  d e s ti t u t e
con di tion,  picking  u p  s h ellfish  to  allay h u n g er. 
Dee min g  t h e  fa r t h e r  p ro s ec u tion  of t h ei r  s c h e m e  imp r a c tica ble,
s eve r al  of t h e m  a g r e e d  to  r e t u r n  to  Ros e  Hill, w hich
wi th  difficul ty t h ey a c co m plish e d,  a r riving  al mos t
fa mis h e d.   On  t h ei r  ro a d  b a ck  t h ey m e t  six fre s h
a dve n t u r e r s  s allying  for t h  to  join t h e m,  to  w ho m  t h ey
r el a t e d  w h a t  h a d  p a s s e d  a n d  p e r s u a d e d  t h e m  to  r elinq uis h
t h ei r  in t e n tion.   The r e  a r e  a t  t his  ti m e  no t  les s
t h a n  t hi r ty-eigh t  convic t  m e n  missing,  w ho  live  in
t h e  woods  by d ay, a n d  a t  nigh t  e n t e r  t h e  diffe r e n t
fa r m s  a n d  plu n d e r  for  s u b sis t e n c e .
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Dec e m b e r  3 r d ,  1 7 9 1.   Beg a n  my s u rvey of t h e  cul tiva t e d
land  b elonging  to  t h e  p u blic.  The  h a rve s t  h a s
co m m e n c e d.   They a r e  r e a pin g  bo t h  w h e a t  a n d  b a rl ey. 
The  field  b e t w e e n  t h e  b a r r a ck  a n d  t h e  gove r no r’s
ho us e  con t ains  w h e a t  a n d  m aize,  bo t h  ve ry b a d,  b u t
t h e  for m e r  p a r ticula rly so.   In  p a s sing  t h ro u g h
t h e  m ain  s t r e e t  I w a s  pl e a s e d  to  obs e rve  t h e  g a r d e n s
of t h e  convic t s  look b e t t e r  t h a n  I h a d  exp e c t e d  to
find  t h e m.   The  veg e t a ble s  in g e n e r al  a r e  b u t
m e a n,  b u t  t h e  s t alks  of m aize,  wi th  w hich  t h ey a r e
in t e r s p e r s e d,  a p p e a r  g r e e n  a n d  flou ris hing.   The
s e mici rc ula r  hill, w hic h  s w e e ps  fro m  t h e  ove r s e e r
of t h e  c a t tl e’s ho us e  to  t h e  gove r no r’s
ho us e,  is pl a n t e d  wi t h  m aize,  w hich,  I a m  told,  is
t h e  b e s t  h e r e .   I t  c e r t ainly looks  in m os t  p a r t s
ve ry good—sto u t  t hick s t alks  wi th  la r g e
s p r e a ding  leaves—b u t  I a m  s u r p ris e d  to
find  it so  b a ckw a r d.   I t  is a t  le a s t  a  m o n t h  la t e r
t h a n  t h a t  in t h e  g a r d e n s  a t  Sydn ey.  Behind  t h e
m aize  is a  field of w h e a t ,  w hich  looks  tole r a bly for
t his  p a r t  of t h e  wo rld.   I t  will, I r ecko n,  yield
a bo u t  t w elve  b u s h els  a n  a c r e .   Con tinu e d  my w alk
a n d  looke d  a t  a  lit tl e  p a t c h  of w h e a t  in t h e  gove r no r’s
g a r d e n,  w hich  w a s  sow n  in d rills,  t h e  g ro u n d  b ein g
firs t  mixed  wi t h  a  cl ay w hich  its  discove r e r s  p r e t e n d e d
w a s  m a rl e .   Wh a t eve r  it b e ,  t his  exp e ri m e n t  b e s p e a ks
no t  m u c h  in favou r  of it s  e n riching  q u ali tie s;  for
t h e  co r n  looks  mis e r a bly, a n d  is fa r  exce e d e d  by so m e
n eig h bou ring  s po t s  on  w hich  no  s uc h  a dv a n t a g e  h a s
b e e n  b e s tow e d.   Went  ro u n d  t h e  c r e s c e n t  a t  t h e
bo t to m  of t h e  g a r d e n,  w hich  c e r t ainly in b e a u ty  of
for m  a n d  si t u a tion  is u n rivalled  in  N e w  So u t h  Wales.  
H e r e  a r e  eig h t  t hou s a n d  vines  pl a n t e d ,  all of w hich
in a no t h e r  s e a son  a r e  exp e c t e d  to  b e a r  g r a p e s .  
Beside s  t h e  vines  a r e  s eve r al  s m all frui t  t r e e s ,  w hich
w e r e  b ro u g h t  in t h e  Gorgon  fro m  t h e  Ca p e,  a n d  look
lively; on  on e  of t h e m  a r e  h alf a  doze n  a p ples  a s
big  a s  n u t m e g s.   Althou g h  t h e  soil of t h e  c r e s c e n t
b e  poor, i ts  a s p e c t  a n d  ci rc ul a r  figu r e ,  so  a dva n t a g eo u s
for  r e c eiving  a n d  r e t aining  t h e  r ays  of t h e  s u n,  e min e n tly
fit it for  a  vineya r d.   Pas s e d  t h e  rivule t  a n d
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looke d  a t  t h e  co r n  lan d  on  it s  no r t h e r n  side.  
On  t h e  w e s t e r n  sid e  of Cla rke’s* ho u s e  t h e  w h e a t
a n d  m aize  a r e  b a d,  b u t  on  t h e  e a s t e r n  sid e  is a  field
s u p pos e d  to  b e  t h e  b e s t  in t h e  colony.  I t ho u g h t
it  of good  h eig h t ,  a n d  t h e  e a r s  w ell filled,  b u t  it
is fa r  fro m  t hick.

[Dod, w h o  is m e n tion e d  in m y  for m er  journal of
t his  place,  had  di ed  so m e  m o n t h s  ago.  An d  Mr.
Clar k e ,  w h o  w a s  p u t  in his  roo m,  is on e  of  t h e  s u p erin t e n da n t s,
s e n t  ou t  b y  gov ern m e n t ,  on  a salary  of  for ty  po u n d s
p er  an n u m .   H e  w a s  br e d  to  h u s ba n dry, u n d er  his
fa th er  a t  L e w e s  in S u s s e x; an d  is, I conc eive,  co m p e t e n t
to  his  offic e  of  principal con d uc tor  of  t h e  agricul tur e
of  Ros e  Hill.]

137



Page 88

While  I w a s  looking  a t  it,  Cla rk e  c a m e  u p.   I
told  hi m  I t hou g h t  h e  wo uld  r e a p  fift e e n  o r  sixt e e n
b u s h els  a n  a c r e ;  h e  s e e m e d  to  t hink  s eve n t e e n  o r  eigh t e e n .  
I h ave  no w  insp ec t e d  all t h e  E u rop e a n  co r n.   A
m a n  of so  li t tl e  exp e rie nc e  of t h e s e  m a t t e r s  a s  mys elf
c a n no t  s p e a k  wi t h  m u c h  confide nc e .   Pe r h a p s  t h e
p ro d uc e  m ay  av e r a g e  t e n  b u s h els  a n  a c r e ,  o r  t w elve
a t  t h e  ou t sid e.   Allowa nc e  s ho uld,  ho w ever, b e
m a d e  in e s tim a ting  t h e  q u ality of t h e  soil, for  t h e
s p ac e  occ u pie d  by roo t s  of t r e e s ,  for  ina d e q u a t e  c ul tu r e ,
a n d  in so m e  m e a s u r e  to  w a n t  of r ain.   Less  h a s
fallen  t h a n  w a s  wis h e d,  b u t  t his  s p ring  w a s  by  no
m e a n s  so  d ry  a s  t h e  las t .   I find  t h a t  t h e  w h e a t
g row n  a t  Ros e  Hill la s t  ye a r  w eigh e d  fifty-s eve n  po u n d s
a n d  a  h alf p e r  b u s h el.  My n ext  visi t  w a s  to  t h e
c a t tl e,  w hich  consis t s  of t wo  s t allions,  six m a r e s ,
a n d  t wo  colt s;  b e sid e s  sixt e e n  cows, t wo  cow-c alves,
a n d  on e  b ull-c alf, w hich  w e r e  b ro u g h t  ou t  by  t h e  Gorgo n.  
Two b ulls  w hic h  w e r e  on  bo a r d  die d  on  t h e  p a s s a g e ,
so  t h a t  on  t h e  youn g  g e n tl e m a n  jus t  m e n tion e d  d e p e n d s
t h e  s tocking  of t h e  colony.

The  p e riod  of t h e  inh a bi t a n t s  of N e w  So u t h  Wales  b eing
s u p plied  wi th  a ni m al food of t h ei r  ow n  r aising  is
too  r e m o t e  for  a  p r u d e n t  m a n  to  c alcula t e .   The
c a t tl e  look in good  con di tion,  a n d  I w a s  s u r p ri se d
to  h e a r  t h a t  n ei th e r  co r n  no r  fodd e r  is given  to  t h e m.  
The  e n clos u r e s  in w hich  t h ey  a r e  confine d  fu rnish
h a r dly a  bl a d e  of g r a s s  a t  p r e s e n t .   The r e  a r e
p eo ple  a p poin t e d  to  t e n d  t h e m  w ho  h ave  b e e n  u s e d  to
t his  w ay of life, a n d  w ho  s e e m  to  exec u t e  it ve ry
w ell.

S u n d ay, Dec e m b e r  4 t h ,  1 7 9 1.   Divine  s e rvice  is
now  p e rfo r m e d  h e r e  eve ry S u n d ay, ei t h e r  by  t h e  c h a plain
of t h e  s e t tl e m e n t  o r  t h e  c h a plain  of t h e  r e gi m e n t.  
I w e n t  to  ch u rc h  tod ay.  S eve r al  h u n d r e d  convic t s
w e r e  p r e s e n t ,  t h e  m ajo ri ty of w ho m  I t hou g h t  looke d
t h e  m o s t  mis e r a ble  b ein gs  in t h e  s h a p e  of h u m a ni ty
I eve r  b e h eld.   They a p p e a r e d  to  b e  wor n  do w n  wit h
fa tig u e .
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Dec e m b er, 5 t h.   M a d e  exc u r sions  t his  d ay  to  view
t h e  p u blic  s e t t l e m e n t s .   Re ac h e d  t h e  fi r s t ,  w hich
is a bo u t  a  mile  in a  no r t h-w e s t  di r ec tion  fro m  t h e
gove r no r’s ho us e.   This  s e t tl e m e n t  con t ain s,
by  a d m e a s u r e m e n t ,  1 3 4  a c r e s ,  a  p a r t  of w hich  is pl a n t e d
wi th  m aize,  ve ry b a ck w a r d ,  b u t  in g e n e r al  tole r a bly
good,  a n d  b e a u tifully g r e e n .   Thir t e e n  la rg e  h u t s ,
b uil t  in t h e  for m  of a  t e n t ,  a r e  e r e c t e d  for  t h e  co nvic t s
w ho  wo rk  h e r e ;  b u t  I could  no t  le a r n  t h e  n u m b e r  of
t h e s e  las t ,  b eing  u n a ble  to  find  a  s u p e rin t e n d a n t  o r
a ny p e r son  w ho  could  give  m e  info r m a tion.   Pon ds
of w a t e r  h e r e  s ufficien t  to  s u p ply a  t ho us a n d  p e r son s.

Walke d  on  to  t h e  s econ d  s e t tl e m e n t ,  a bo u t  t wo  miles
fa r t h er, t h ro u g h  a n  u n cle a r e d  cou n t ry.  H e r e  m e t
Dave n ey, t h e  p e r son  w ho  pl a n n e d  a n d  now  s u p e rin t e n ds
all t h e  op e r a tions  c a r rie d  on  h e r e .   H e  told  m e
t h a t  h e  e s tim a t e d  t h e  q u a n ti ty of cle a r e d  g ro u n d  h e r e
a t  3 0 0  a c r e s .   H e  c e r t ainly ove r-r a t e s  it on e-t hi rd,
by  t h e  judg m e n t  of eve ry o t h e r  p e r so n.   Six w e eks
a go  t his  w a s  a  for e s t .   I t  h a s  b e e n  cle a r e d,  a n d
t h e  wood  n e a rly b u r n t  off t h e  g ro u n d  by 5 0 0  m e n,  in
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t h e  b efor e-m e n tion e d  p e riod,  o r  r a t h e r  in  t hi r ty d ays,
for  only t h a t  n u m b e r  h av e  t h e  convic t s  work e d.  
H e  s aid  it w as  too  la t e  to  pla n t  m aize,  a n d  t h e r efo r e
h e  s ho uld  sow t u r nips,  w hich  wo uld  h elp  to  m elio r a t e
a n d  p r e p a r e  it  for  n ex t  ye ar.  On  ex a mining  t h e
soil, I t ho u g h t  it  in g e n e r al  ligh t,  t hou g h  in so m e
plac e s  loa my to  t h e  to uc h.   H e  m e a n s  to  t ry  t h e
Ros e  Hill ‘ma rle’ u po n  it, wi th  w hic h  h e
t hinks  it  will inco r po r a t e  w ell.  I ho p e  it  will
s ucc e e d  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e  exp e ri m e n t  in t h e  gove r no r’s
g a r d e n.   I wis h e d  to  know  w h e t h e r  h e  h a d  c hos e n
t his  g ro u n d  sim ply fro m  t h e  co nve nie ncy of it s  si t u a tion
to  Ros e  Hill, a n d  it s  e a sy  for m  for  t illag e ,  a n d  h aving
w a t er, o r  fro m  a ny m a r ks  w hich  h e  h a d  t hou g h t  indica t e d
good  soil.  H e  s aid  t h a t  w h a t  I h a d  m e n tion e d
no  do u b t  w eigh e d  wi th  hi m,  a n d  t h a t  h e  jud g e d  t h e
soil to  b e  good,  fro m  t h e  limbs  of m a ny of t h e  t r e e s
g rowing  on  it b eing  cove r e d  wi th  m o s s.

“Are,” s aid  I, “you r  5 0 0  m e n  s till
co m ple t e?”

“No; t his  d ay’s m u s t e r  g ave  only 4 6 0.  
The  r e s t  a r e  ei t h e r  sick a n d  r e m ove d  to  t h e  hos pi t al,
o r  a r e  r u n  a w ay in t h e  woods.”

“How m u c h  is e ac h  labou r e r’s d aily t a sk?”

“S eve n  rod s.   I t  w a s  eig h t ,  b u t  on  t h ei r
r e p r e s e n ting  to  t h e  gove r no r  t h a t  it w a s  b eyon d  t h ei r
s t r e n g t h  to  exec u t e ,  h e  took off on e.”

Thir t e e n  la r g e  h u t s ,  si mila r  to  t hos e  b efor e m e n tion e d,
con t ain  all t h e  p eo ple  h e r e .   To eve ry  h u t  a r e
a p poin t e d  t wo  m e n,  a s  h u tk e e p e r s ,  w hos e  only e m ploym e n t
is to  w a t c h  t h e  h u t s  in wo rking  ho u r s  to  p r eve n t  t h e m
fro m  b ein g  ro b b e d.   This  h a s  so m e w h a t  ch e ck e d
d e p r e d a tions,  a n d  t hos e  e n dle ss  co m plain t s  of t h e
convic t s  t h a t  t h ey co uld  no t  wo rk  b ec a u s e  t h ey  h a d
no t hing  to  e a t ,  t h ei r  allow a nc e  b eing  s tole n.  
The  wo rking  ho u r s  a t  t his  s e a son  (su m m e r)  a r e  fro m
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five  o’clock in t h e  m o r ning  u n til t e n;  r e s t  fro m
t e n  to  two; r e t u r n  to  wo rk  a t  two; a n d  con tin u e  till
s u n s e t .   This  s u r ely c a n no t  b e  c alled  ve ry s eve r e
toil; b u t  on  t h e  o th e r  h a n d  m u s t  b e  r e m e m b e r e d  t h e
ina d e q u a cy of a  r a tion  of s al t  p rovisions,  wi th  few
veg e t a bles,  a n d  u n a s si s t e d  by  a ny liquo r  b u t  w a t er.

H e r e  finish e d  my r e m a rks  on  eve ry  t hing  of a  p u blic
n a t u r e  a t  Ros e  Hill.  Bu t  h aving  s ufficie n t  ti m e,
I d e t e r min e d  to  visi t  a ll t h e  p riva t e  s e t t l e r s  to
ins p ec t  t h ei r  labou r s ,  a n d  le a r n  fro m  t h e m  t h ei r  sc h e m e s,
t h ei r  ho p e s  a n d  exp e c t a tions .

In  p u r s u a nc e  of my  r e solu tion,  I c ross e d  t h e  cou n t ry
to  P ros p e c t  Hill, a t  t h e  bo t to m  of w hich  live t h e
following  t hi r t e e n  convic t s,  w ho  h ave  a c c e p t e d  allo t m e n t s
of g ro u n d,  a n d  a r e  b e co m e  s e t tl e r s.

-------------------------------------------------------
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-------------------------------------------------------
-----------------------
M e n’s n a m e s.                       |   Tra d e s.  |  N u m b e r  of     |  N u m b e r  of a c r e s
|           |  a c r e s  in e a c h  |  in c ul tiva tion.
|           |  allo t m e n t .     |
------------------------------------------------------------
------------------
John  Silve r t ho r n e                    Weave r        4 0                  1  3/4
Tho m a s  M a r tin                          "          4 0                  1  1/2
John  Nichols                         Ga r d e n e r      4 0                  2
Willia m  Butle r*, a n d  hi s  wife        S e a m a n        5 0  )
—— Lisk*                          Watch m a k e r    4 0  )               4
Willia m  Pa ris h,  wife, a n d  a  c hild    S e a m a n        6 0                  2  3/4
Willia m  Kilby, a n d  his  wife          H u s b a n d m a n    6 0                  1  1/4
E d w a r d  P u g h,  wife,  a n d  t wo  c hild r e n  Ca r p e n t e r     7 0                  2  1/2
S a m u el Griffi th
John  H e r b e r t t**
Jam e s  Ca s tle
Jose p h  M a rlow***
John  Willia m s,  a n d  his  wife
------------------------------------------------------------
------------------

[In  par t n ers hip.[Bu tler  and  Lis k]
[**Not  ou t  of his  ti m e;  b u t  allow e d  to  wo rk  h e r e  a t
his  leisu r e  ho u r s ,  a s  h e  h a s  d e cla r e d  his  in t e n tion
of s e t tling.]

[***In a  si mila r  p r e dica m e n t  wi th  H e r b e r t .]

The  t e r m s  on  w hich  t h e s e  allo t m e n t s  h ave  b e e n  g r a n t e d
a r e :   t h a t  t h e  e s t a t e s  s h all b e  fully c e d e d  for
eve r  to  all w ho  s h all con tin u e  to  c ul tiva t e  for  five
ye a r s ,  o r  m o r e;  t h a t  t h ey s h all b e  fre e  of all t axe s
for  t h e  fir s t  t e n  yea r s;  b u t  af t e r  t h a t  p e r iod  to
p ay a n  a n n u al  q ui t-r e n t  of on e  s hilling.   The
p e n al ty on  no n-p e rfo r m a n c e  of a ny of t h e s e  a r ticles
is forfei tu r e  of t h e  e s t a t e ,  a n d  all t h e  labo u r  w hich
m ay h ave  b e e n  b e s tow e d  u po n  it.  Thes e  p eo ple
a r e  to  r e c eive  p rovisions,  ( th e  s a m e  q u a n ti ty a s  t h e
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wo rking  convic t s), clo th e s,  a n d  m e dicinal a s sis t a nc e ,
for  eig h t e e n  m o n t hs  fro m  t h e  d ay on  w hich  t h ey s e t tl e d.

To cle a r  a n d  c ul tiva t e  t h e  lan d,  a  h a t c h e t ,  a  to m a h a wk,
t wo  ho es ,  a  s p a d e  a n d  a  s hovel, a r e  give n  to  e a c h
p e r so n,  w h e t h e r  m a n  o r  wo m a n;  a n d  a  c e r t ain  n u m b e r
of c ross-cu t  s a w s  a m o n g  t h e  w hole.   To s tock  t h ei r
fa r m s,  t wo  sow  pig s  w e r e  p ro mis e d  to  e a c h  s e t tl er,
b u t  t h ey al mos t  all s ay  t h ey h ave  no t  ye t  r e c eive d
a ny, of w hich  t h ey  co m plain  loudly.  They all r e c eived
g r ain  to  sow a n d  pl a n t  for  t h e  fir s t  ye ar.  They
s e t tl e d  h e r e  in July a n d  Augus t  las t .   Mos t  of
t h e m  w e r e  oblige d  to  b uild  t h ei r  ow n  ho us e s;  a n d  w r e t c h e d
hovels  t h r e e-fou r t h s  of t h e m  a r e .   S hould  a ny of
t h e m  fall sick,  t h e  r e s t  a r e  bou n d  to  a s si s t  t h e  sick
p e r so n  t wo  d ays  in a  m o n t h,  p rovide d  t h e  sickn e s s
las t s  no t  long e r  t h a n  t wo  m o n t h s;  fou r  d ays  labou r
in e ac h  ye ar, fro m  eve ry p e r so n,  b eing  all t h a t  h e
is e n ti tl e d  to.   To give  p ro t ec tion  to  t his  s e t tl e m e n t,
a  co r po r al  a n d  t wo  soldie r s  a r e  e n c a m p e d  in t h e  c e n t r e
of t h e  fa r m s,  a s  t h e  n a tives  onc e  a t t a ck e d  t h e  s e t tl e r s
a n d  b u r n t  on e  of t h ei r  ho us e s.   The s e  g u a r d s  a r e ,
how ever, inevit a bly a t  s uc h  a  dis t a nc e  fro m  so m e  of
t h e  fa r m s  a s  to  b e  u n a ble  to  affo rd  t h e m  a ny a s sis t a n c e
in c a s e  of a no t h e r  a t t a ck.
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With  all t h e s e  p eople  I conve r s e d  a n d  ins p e c t e d  t h ei r
labou r s .   So m e  I foun d  t r a n q uil a n d  d e t e r min e d
to  p e r s eve r e ,  p rovide d  e n co u r a g e m e n t  s ho uld  b e  given.  
Ot h e r s  w e r e  in a  s t a t e  of d e s po n d e n cy, a n d  p r e dic t e d
t h a t  t h ey s ho uld  s t a rve  u nles s  t h e  p e riod  of eig h t e e n
m o n t h s  d u rin g  w hic h  t h ey a r e  to  b e  clo th e d  a n d  fed,
s ho uld  b e  ex t e n d e d  to  t h r e e  ye a r s.   Thei r  c ul tiva tion
is ye t  in it s  infa ncy, a n d  t h e r efo r e  opinions  s ho uld
no t  b e  h a s tily for m e d  of w h a t  it  m ay  a r rive  a t ,  wi t h
m o d e r a t e  skill a n d  ind us t ry.  They h ave  a t  p r e s e n t
li t tle  in  t h e  g ro u n d  b e sid e s  m aize,  a n d  t h a t  looks
no t  ve ry p ro mising.   So m e  s m all p a t c h e s  of w h e a t
w hich  I s a w  a r e  mis e r a ble  inde e d.   The  g r e a t e s t
p a r t  of t h e  lan d  I t hink  b u t  indiffe r e n t ,  b ein g  ligh t
a n d  s to n ey.  Of t h e  t hi r t e e n  fa r m s  t e n  a r e  u n p rovid e d
wi th  w a t e r ;  a n d  a t  so m e  of t h e m  t h ey a r e  oblige d  to
fe tc h  t hi s  n e c e s s a ry  a r ticle  fro m  t h e  dis t a nc e  of
a  mile  a n d  a  h alf.  All t h e  s e t tl e r s  co m plain  s a dly
of b ein g  fr eq u e n tly ro b b e d  by t h e  r u n a w ay convic t s ,
w ho  plun d e r  t h e m  ince ss a n tly.

Dec e m b e r  6 t h.   Visit e d  t h e  s e t tl e m e n t s  to  t h e
no r t h w a r d  of t h e  rivule t.   The  n e a r e s t  of t h e m
lies  a bo u t  a  mile  d u e  no r t h  of Mr. Cla rk e’s ho us e .  
H e r e  a r e  only t h e  u n d e r n a m e d  five s e t tl e r s .

-------------------------------------------------------
-----------------------
M e n’s n a m e s.                       |   Tra d e s.  |  N u m b e r  of     |  N u m b e r  of a c r e s
|           |  a c r e s  in e a c h  |  in c ul tiva tion.
|           |  allo t m e n t .     |
------------------------------------------------------------
------------------
Tho m a s  Brow n*, wife,  a n d  c hild        —–           6 0  )
Willia m  Br a d b u ry*                    —–           3 0  )              3  1/2
Willia m  Mold*                        —–           3 0  )
Si mon  Bur n e,  a n d  wife                Hosie r          5 0                 3
——Pa rr, a n d  wife               M e rc h a n t’s cle rk    5 0                 3  1/2
------------------------------------------------------------
------------------
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[T h e s e  t hr e e  c ul tivat e  in par t n ers hip.(Bro w n,  Brad b ury,
M old.)]
The s e  s e t tl e r s  a r e  plac e d  on  t h e  s a m e  footing  in eve ry
r e s p e c t  w hich  conc e r n s  t h ei r  t e n u r e  a n d  t h e  a s sis t a nc e
to  b e  g r a n t e d  to  t h e m  a s  t hos e  a t  P ros p ec t  Hill. 
N e a r  t h e m  is w a t er.  Pa r r  a n d  Bur n e  a r e  m e n  of
g r e a t  indu s t ry.  They h ave  bo t h  good  ho u s e s  w hich
t h ey hi r e d  p eo ple  to  b uild  for  t h e m.   Pa r r  told
m e  t h a t  h e  h a d  exp e n d e d  t hi r t e e n  g uin e a s  on  hi s  lan d,
w hich  n eve r t h el e s s  h e  do e s  no t  s e e m  ple a s e d  wi th.  
Of t h e  t h r e e  poo r  fellows  w ho  wo rk  in p a r t n e r s hip,
on e  (Bra d b u ry) is r u n  a w ay.  This  m a n  h a d  b e e n
allow e d  to  s e t tl e ,  on  a  b elief, fro m  his  ow n  a s s u r a nc e ,
t h a t  his  t e r m  of t r a n s po r t a tion  w a s  expi r e d;  b u t  i t
w a s  af t e r w a r d s  discove r e d  t h a t  h e  h a d  b e e n  c a s t  for
life.  H e r e u po n  h e  g r e w  d e s p e r a t e ,  a n d  d e cl a r e d
h e  wo uld  r a t h e r  p e ris h  a t  onc e  t h a n  r e m ain  a s  a  convic t. 
H e  dis a p p e a r e d  a  w e ek  a go  a n d  h a s  n eve r  since  b e e n
h e a r d  of.  Were  I co m p elle d  to  s e t tl e  in N e w  So u t h
Wales,  I s hould  fix my r e sid e nc e  h e r e ,  bo t h  fro m  t h e
a p p e a r a nc e  of t h e  soil, a n d  it s  p roximity to  Ros e
Hill.  A co r po r al  a n d  t wo  p riva t e s  a r e  e n c a m p e d
h e r e  to  g u a r d  t his  s e t t l e m e n t ,  a s  a t  P ros p e c t .
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P roc e e d e d  to  t h e  s e t tl e m e n t  c alled  t h e  Ponds,  a  n a m e
w hich  I s u p pos e  it d e rived  fro m  s eve r al  po n d s  of w a t e r
w hich  a r e  n e a r  t h e  fa r m s.   H e r e  r e sid e  t h e  fou r t e e n
following  s e t tl e r s .

-------------------------------------------------------
-----------------------
M e n’s n a m e s.                       |   Tra d e s.  |  N u m b e r  of     |  N u m b e r  of a c r e s
|           |  a c r e s  in e a c h  |  in c ul tiva tion.
|           |  allo t m e n t .     |
------------------------------------------------------------
------------------
Tho m a s  Kelly                      S e rv a n t              3 0           1  1/2
Willia m  H u b b a r d,  a n d  wife          Pl a s t e r e r            5 0           2  1/4
Cu r tis  Bra n d,  a n d  wife             Ca r p e n t e r            5 0           3
John  R a m s ay, a n d  wife              S e a m a n               5 0           3  1/2
Willia m  Field                      —–                 3 0           2  1/2
John  Rich a r d s*                    S ton e-cu t t e r         3 0  )        4  1/2
John  S u m m e r s*                     H u s b a n d m a n           3 0  )
——Varn ell                       —–                 3 0           1
Antho ny Rop e**, a n d  wife,  a n d
t wo child r e n                       Bricklaye r           7 0           1
Jose p h  Bishop,  a n d  wife            No n e                 5 0           1  1/2
M a t h e w  Eve ring h a m,  a n d  wife        Atto r n ey’s cle rk     5 0           2
John  Ande r son,  a n d  wife            —–                 5 0           2
E d w a r d  Elliot***                  H u s b a n d m a n           3 0  )        2
Jose p h  M a r s h all***                Weave r               3 0  )
------------------------------------------------------------
------------------

[T h e y  (Richards  an d  S u m m e r s)  c ul tivat e  in par t n ers hip.]
[*A convic t  w ho  m e a n s  to  s e t tl e  h e r e ;  a n d  is p e r mi t t e d
to  wo rk  in hi s  leis u r e  ho u r s.] [***They (Elliot  a n d
M a r s h all) c ul tiva t e  in p a r t n e r s hip.]

The  P ros p e c t  Hill t e r m s  of s e t tl e m e n t  ext e n d  to  t his
pl ac e.   My p riva t e  r e m a rks  w e r e  no t  m a ny. 
So m e  s po ts  w hich  I p a s s e d  ove r  I t ho u g h t  d e si r a bl e,
p a r t icul a rly Ra m s ay’s fa r m;  a n d  h e  d e s e rves  a
good  s po t,  for  h e  is a  civil, sob er, indus t rious  m a n.  
Beside s  hi s  co r n  lan d,  h e  h a s  a  w ell laid  ou t  lit tl e
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g a r d e n,  in w hich  I foun d  hi m  a n d  his  wife  b usily a t
wo rk.   H e  p r ais e d  h e r  indu s t ry to  m e;  a n d  s aid
h e  did  no t  do u b t  of s ucc e e din g.   I t  is no t  of t e n
s e e n  t h a t  s ailor s  m a k e  good  fa r m e r s;  b u t  t his  m a n  I
t hink  bid s  fai r  to  con t r a dic t  t h e  obs e rv a tion.  
The  g e n tl e m a n  of no  t r a d e  (his  ow n  wo r d s  to  m e)  will,
I a p p r e h e n d,  a t  t h e  conclusion  of t h e  ti m e  w h e n  vic tu alling
fro m  t h e  s to r e  is to  c e a s e,  h ave  t h e  ho no u r  of r e t u r ning
to  d r a g  a  t im b e r  o r  b rick c a r t  for  his  m ain t e n a nc e.  
The  lit tle  m aize  h e  h a s  pl a n t e d  is do n e  in so  slovenly
a  s tyle  a s  to  p ro mis e  a  ve ry poo r  c rop.   H e  w ho
looks  forw a r d  to  e a t  g r a p e s  fro m  his  ow n  vine,  a n d
to  si t  u n d e r  t h e  s h a d e  of hi s  ow n  fig-t r e e ,  m u s t  labou r
in eve ry cou n t ry.  H e  m u s t  exe r t  m o r e  t h a n  o r din a ry
a c tivi ty.  The  a t to r n ey’s cle rk  I a lso  t hou g h t
ou t  of hi s  p rovince .   I d a r e  b elieve  t h a t  h e  finds
c ul tiva ting  hi s  ow n  lan d  no t  h alf so  e a sy a  t a s k  a s
h e  for m e rly foun d  t h a t  of s t rin ging  tog e t h e r  volu m e s
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of t a u tology to  e n c u m b er, o r  convey a w ay, t h a t  of
his  n eigh bo ur.  H u b b a r d’s  fa r m,  a n d  Kelly’s
al so, d e s e rv e  r e g a r d,  fro m  b ein g  b e t t e r  m a n a g e d  t h a n
m os t  of t h e  o t h e r s.   The  p eo ple  h e r e  co m plain
s a dly of a  d e s t r uc tive  g r u b  w hich  d e s t roys  t h e  youn g
pla n t s  of m aize.   M a ny of t h e  s e t tl e r s  h av e  b e e n
oblige d  to  pl a n t  t wic e,  n ay  t h ric e,  on  t h e  s a m e  land,
fro m  t h e  d e p r e d a tions  of t h e s e  r e p til es.   The r e
is t h e  s a m e  g u a r d  h e r e  a s  a t  t h e  o t h e r  s e t t l e m e n t s .

N o t hin g  now  r e m ains  for  insp e c tion  b u t  t h e  fa r m s  on
t h e  rive r  sid e.

Dec e m b e r  7 t h.   Went  to  Sc h effe r’s  fa r m.  
I foun d  hi m  a t  ho m e,  conve r s e d  wi th  hi m,  a n d  w alked
wi th  hi m  ove r  all his  c ul tiva t e d  g ro u n d.   H e  h a d
1 4 0  a c r e s  g r a n t e d  to  hi m,  fou r t e e n  of w hic h  a r e  in
c ul tiva tion,  t w elve  in m aize,  on e  in  w h e a t  a n d  on e
in vine s  a n d  tob a cco.  H e  h a s  b e sid e s  t w e n ty-t h r e e
a c r e s  on  w hic h  t h e  t r e e s  a r e  c u t  do w n  b u t  no t  b u r n t
off t h e  land.   H e  r e sign e d  hi s  a p poin t m e n t  a n d
b e g a n  his  fa r m  las t  M ay, a n d  h a d  a t  fi r s t  five  convic t s
to  a s sis t  hi m; h e  h a s  now  four.  All his  m aize,
exc e p t  t h r e e  a c r e s ,  is m e a n.   This  h e  t hinks  m ay
b e  a t t r ibu t e d  to  t h r e e  c a u s e s:   a  mid dling  soil;
too  d ry a  s p rin g;  a n d  fro m  t h e  g ro u n d  no t  b ein g  s ufficien tly
p ulve rize d  b efo r e  t h e  s e e d  w a s  p u t  in to  it.   The
w h e a t  is t hin  a n d  poo r:   h e  do e s  no t  r e ckon  it s
p ro d uc e  a t  m o r e  t h a n  eig h t  o r  nin e  b u s h els.   His
vine s,  9 0 0  in  n u m b er, a r e  flou ris hing,  a n d  will, h e
s u p pos e s,  b e a r  frui t  n ext  ye ar.  His  tob a cco pl a n t s
a r e  no t  ve ry luxu ria n t:   to  t h e s e  t wo  las t  a r t icles
h e  m e a n s  p rincipally to  di r ec t  his  exe r tions.  
H e  s ays  (an d  t r uly) t h a t  t h ey will a lw ays  b e  s al e a ble
a n d  p rofi t a bl e.   On  on e  of t h e  bo u n d a ri e s  of hi s
land  is pl e n ty of w a t er.  A ve ry good  b rick  ho u s e
is n e a rly co m ple t e d  for  his  u s e ,  by t h e  gove r no r;
a n d  in t h e  m e a n tim e  h e  lives  in a  ve ry d e c e n t  on e,
w hich  w a s  b uil t  for  hi m  on  his  s e t tling  h e r e .  
H e  is to  b e  s u p plied  wi t h  p rovisions  fro m  t h e  p u blic
s to r e,  a n d  wi th  m e dic al a s sis t a n c e  for  eig h t e e n  m o n t h s ,
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r e cko ning  fro m  las t  M ay.  At t h e  expi r a tion  of
t his  p e riod  h e  is bo u n d  to  s u p po r t  hi ms elf a n d  t h e
fou r  convic t s  a r e  to  b e  wi th d r a w n.   Bu t  if h e
s h all t h e n ,  o r  a t  a ny fu tu r e  p e riod,  d e cl a r e  hi m s elf
a ble  to  m ain t ain  a  m o d e r a t e  n u m b e r  of t h e s e  p eo ple
for  t h ei r  labo ur, t h ey will b e  a s sign e d  to  hi m.

Mr. Sc h effe r  is a  m a n  of ind us t ry  a n d  r e s p e c t a ble
c h a r a c t er.  H e  c a m e  ou t  to  t his  cou n t ry a s  s u p e rin t e n d a n t
of convic t s ,  a t  a  s al a ry of for ty po u n d s  p e r  a n n u m,
a n d  b ro u g h t  wi th  hi m  a  d a u g h t e r  of t w elve  ye a r s  old. 
H e  is by  bi r t h  a  H e s si a n,  a n d  s e rve d  in Ame rica,  in
a  co r p s  of Yaghe r s ,  wi th  t h e  r a nk  of lieu t e n a n t .  
H e  n ev e r  w a s  p rofe ssion ally, in a ny p a r t  of life, a
fa r m er, b u t  h e  told  m e ,  t h a t  hi s  fa t h e r  ow n e d  a  s m all
e s t a t e  on  t h e  b a nks  of t h e  Rhine ,  on  w hich  h e  r e side d,
a n d  t h a t  h e  h a d  alw ays  b e e n  fond  of looking  a t  a n d
a s si s ting  in  his  labou r s ,  p a r ticula rly in t h e  vineya r d .  
In  w alking  alon g,  h e  m o r e  t h a n  onc e  s hook his  h e a d
a n d  m a d e  so m e  m o r tifying  obs e rv a tions  on  t h e  soil
of his  p r e s e n t  do m ain,  co m p a r e d  wi t h  t h e  b a nks  of his
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n a tive  s t r e a m.   H e  a s s u r e d  m e  t h a t  (exclusive
of t h e  s a c rifice  of his  s ala ry) h e  h a s  exp e n d e d  m o r e
t h a n  for ty pou n d s  in  a dv a ncing  his  g ro u n d  to  t h e  s t a t e
in w hich  I s a w  it.   Of t h e  p ro b a bility of s ucc e s s
in hi s  u n d e r t aking,  h e  s poke  wi th  m o d e r a tion  a n d  good
s e n s e.   So m e ti m e s  h e  s aid  h e  h a d  al mos t  d e s p ai r e d ,
a n d  h a d  of te n  b al a nc e d  a bo u t  r elinq uis hing  it; b u t
h a d  a s  oft e n  b e e n  c h e ck e d  by r e collec ting  t h a t  h a r dly
a ny difficul ty c a n  a ri s e  w hich  vigou r  a n d  p e r s eve r a n c e
will no t  ove rco m e.   I a sk e d  hi m  w h a t  w as  t h e  t e n u r e
on  w hich  h e  h eld  hi s  e s t a t e .   H e  offe r e d  to  s how
t h e  w ri t t e n  doc u m e n t,  s aying  t h a t  it w a s  ex ac tly t h e
s a m e  a s  Rus e’s.  I t h e r efo r e  d e cline d  to
t rou ble  hi m,  a n d  took my leave  wi th  wish e s  for  his
s ucc e s s  a n d  p ros p e ri ty.

N e a r  Mr. Sc h effe r’s fa r m  is a  s m all p a t c h  of
land  cle a r e d  by  Lieu t e n a n t  Townson  of t h e  N e w  Sou t h
Wales  co r p s,  a bo u t  t wo  a c r e s  of w hic h  a r e  in  m aize
a n d  w h e a t ,  bo t h  looking  ve ry b a d.

P roc e e d e d  to  t h e  fa r m  of Mr. Arnd ell, on e  of t h e  a s sis t a n t
s u r g eo ns.   This g e n tle m a n  h a s  six a c r e s  in c ul tiva tion
a s  follows:  r a t h e r  m o r e  t h a n  fou r  in m aize,  on e
in w h e a t ,  a n d  t h e  r e m ain d e r  in o a t s  a n d  b a rley. 
The  w h e a t  looks  tole r a bly good,  r a t h e r  t hin  b u t  of
a  good  h eigh t ,  a n d  t h e  e a r s  w ell filled.   His
fa r ming  s e rva n t  g u e s s e s  t h e  p ro d u c e  will b e  t w elve
b u s h els,* a n d  I do  no t  t hink  h e  ove r-r a t e s  it. 
The  m aize  h e  g u e s s es  a t  t hi r ty  b u s h els,  w hich  fro m
a p p e a r a nc e s  it  m ay  yield,  b u t  no t  m o r e .   The  oa t s
a n d  b a rley a r e  no t  con t e m p tible.   This  g ro u n d
h a s  b e e n  t u r n e d  u p  b u t  onc e  The  a s p ec t  of it is n e a rly
so u t h ,  on  a  d e clivity of t h e  river, o r  a r m  of t h e  s e a ,
on  w hich  Ros e  Hill s t a n ds .   I t  w a s  cle a r e d  of
wood  a bo u t  nin e  m o n t h s  a go, a n d  sow n  t his  yea r  for
t h e  fir s t  ti m e.

[I hav e  rec eiv e d  a le t t er  fro m  Port  Jackso n,  da t e d
in A pril 1 7 9 2,  w hic h  s ta t e s  t ha t  t h e  crop  of  w h e a t
t ur n e d  ou t  fif t e e n  b u s h els,  and  t h e  m aiz e  ra th er  m or e
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t ha n  for ty  b u s h els.]
Dec e m b e r  8 t h.   Went  t his  m o r ning  to  t h e  fa r m  of
Ch ris top h e r  M a g e e,  a  convic t  s e t tl er, n e a rly opposi t e
to  t h a t  of Mr. Sc h effen.   The  si t u a tion  of t his
fa r m  is ve ry eligible,  p rovid e d  t h e  rive r  in floods
do es  no t  inun d a t e  it, w hich  I t hink  do u b tful. 
This  m a n  w a s  b r e d  to  h u s b a n d ry, a n d  lived  eig h t  ye a r s
in Ame rica; h e  h a s  no  les s  t h a n  eig h t  a c r e s  in c ul tiva tion,
five  a n d  a  h alf in m aize,  on e  in w h e a t ,  a n d  on e  a n d
a  h alf in  tob acco.  F ro m  t h e  w h e a t  h e  do e s  no t
exp ec t  m o r e  t h a n  t e n  b u s h els,  b u t  h e  is ex t r ava g a n t
e no u g h  to  r a t e  t h e  p ro d uc e  of m aize  a t  1 0 0  b u s h els
(pe r h a p s  h e  m ay g e t  fifty); on  tob acco  h e  m e a n s  to
go  la r g ely h e r e af t er.  H e  b e g a n  to  cle a r  t his
g ro u n d  in April, b u t  did  no t  s e t tl e  u n til la s t  July. 
I a sk e d  by w h a t  m e a n s  h e  h a d  b e e n  a ble  to  a c co m plish
so  m u c h?   H e  a n s w e r e d,  “By indus t ry, a n d
by hi ring  all t h e  convic t s  I could  g e t  to  wo rk  in
t h ei r  leisu r e  ho u r s ,  b e side s  so m e  li t tle  a s sis t a nc e
w hich  t h e  gove r no r  h a s  occ asion ally t h ro w n  in.” 
His  g r e a t e s t  imp e di m e n t  is w a n t  of w a t er, b eing  oblige d
to  fe tc h  all h e  u s e s  m o r e  t h a n  h alf a  mile.   H e
s u nk  a  w ell, a n d  foun d  w a t er, b u t  it w a s  b r a ckish
a n d  no t  fit to  d rink.   If t his  m a n  s h all con tinu e
in h a bi t s  of ind us t ry  a n d  sob ri e ty, I t hink  hi m  s u r e
of s ucc e e ding.
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Re a c h e d  Rus e’s fa r m,* a n d  b e g g e d  to  look a t
his  g r a n t ,  t h e  m a t e r ial p a r t  of w hich  r u n s  t h us:  
“A lot  of t hi r ty a c r e s ,  to  b e  c alled  Exp e ri m e n t
Fa r m;  t h e  s aid  lot  to  b e  holde n,  fr e e  of all t axe s,
q ui t-r e n t s,  &c. for  t e n  ye a r s ,  p rovide d  t h a t  t h e  occ u pier,
his  h ei r s  o r  a s sig ns,  s h all r e side  wi t hin  t h e  s a m e,
a n d  p roc e e d  to  t h e  imp rove m e n t  t h e r eof; r e s e rving,
how ever, for  t h e  u s e  of t h e  c row n,  all tim b e r  now
g rowing,  o r  w hich  h e r e af t e r  s h all g row, fit for  n av al
p u r pos es .   At t h e  expir a tion  of t e n  ye a r s ,  a n  a n n u al
q ui t-r e n t  of on e  s hilling  s h all b e  p aid  by  t h e  occu pie r
in a ck nowle d g m e n t .”

[S e e  t h e  s ta t e  of  t his  far m  in m y  for m er  Ros e  Hill
jour nal of  N o v e m b er  1 7 9 0,  t hir t e e n  m o n t h s  b e fore.]
Rus e  no w  lives  in a  co mfo r t a bl e  b rick  ho us e ,  b uil t
for  hi m  by t h e  gove r nor.  H e  h a s  el eve n  a c r e s
a n d  a  h alf in cul tiva tion,  a n d  s eve r al  m o r e  w hich  h ave
b e e n  cle a r e d  by  convic t s  in  t h ei r  leisu r e  ho u r s ,  on
con di tion  of r e c eiving  t h e  fir s t  ye a r’s c rop.  
H e  m e a n s  to  c ul tiva t e  lit tle  b e sid es  m aize; w h e a t
is so  m u c h  les s  p ro d uc tive.   Of t h e  c ul tu r e  of
vineya r ds  a n d  tob acco h e  is igno r a n t;  a n d,  wi th  g r e a t
good  s e n s e ,  h e  d e cl a r e d  t h a t  h e  wo uld  no t  q ui t  t h e
p a t h  h e  kn ew, for  a n  u nc e r t ain ty.  His  lives tock
con sis t s  of fou r  b r e e ding  sow s  a n d  t hi r ty fowls. 
H e  h a s  b e e n  t ak e n  fro m  t h e  s to r e  (th a t  is,  h a s  s u p plie d
hi m s elf wi th  p rovisions) for  so m e  m o n t hs  p a s t ;  a n d
his  wife  is to  b e  t ak e n  off a t  Ch ris t m a s,  a t  w hich
ti m e,  if h e  d e e m s  hi m s elf a bl e  to  m ain t ain  a  convic t
labou r er, on e  is to  b e  give n  to  hi m.

Cross e d  t h e  rive r  in a  bo a t  to  Rob e r t  Webb’s
fa r m.   This m a n  w a s  on e  of t h e  s e a m e n  of t h e  ‘Sirius’,
a n d  h a s  t ak e n,  in  conju nc tion  wi th  his  b ro t h e r  (also
a  s e a m a n  of t h e  s a m e  s hip) a  g r a n t  of sixty a c r e s ,
on  t h e  s a m e  t e r m s  a s  Rus e,  s ave  t h a t  t h e  a n n u al  q ui t-r e n t
is to  co m m e n c e  a t  t h e  expi r a tion  of five  yea r s,  ins t e a d
of t e n.   The  b ro t h e r  is gon e  to  E n gla n d  to  r e c eive
t h e  w a g e s  d u e  to  t h e m  bo t h  for  t h ei r  s e rvice s,  w hic h
m o n ey is to  b e  exp e n d e d  by hi m  in w h a t eve r  h e  judg es
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will b e  m os t  con d u cive  to  t h e  s ucc e ss  of t h ei r  pl a n.  
Webb  exp e c t s  to  do  w ell; t alks  a s  a  m a n  s hould  t alk
w ho  h a s  jus t  s e t  ou t  on  a  dou b tful e n t e r p ri s e  w hic h
h e  is bo u n d  to  p u r s u e .   H e  is s a n g uin e  in hop e,
a n d  looks  only a t  t h e  b righ t  side  of t h e  p ros p ec t .  
H e  h a s  r e c eive d  g r e a t  e n co u r a g e m e n t  a n d  a s sis t a n c e
fro m  t h e  gove r nor.  H e  h a s  five a c r e s  cle a r e d
a n d  pl a n t e d  wi th  m aize,  w hich  looks  t h riving,  a n d  p ro mis e s
to  yield  a  d ec e n t  c rop.   His  ho u s e  a n d  a  s m all
on e  a djoining  for  pigs  a n d  po ul t ry w e r e  b uil t  for
hi m  by t h e  gove r nor, w ho  also  g ave  him  t wo  sow s  a n d
s eve n  fowls, to  w hich  h e  a d d s  a  lit tle  s tock  of his
ow n  a c q ui ring.

N e a r  Webb  is pl ac e d  Willia m  Re a d,  a no t h e r  s e a m a n  of
t h e  ‘Sirius’, on  t h e  s a m e  t e r m s ,  a n d  to
w ho m  e q u al  e n co u r a g e m e n t  h a s  b e e n  g r a n t e d .

My s u rvey of Ros e  Hill is no w  close d.   I h ave
ins p ec t e d  eve ry  pi ec e  of g ro u n d  in c ul tiva tion  h e r e ,
bo t h  p u blic a n d  p riva t e,  a n d  h ave  w ri t t e n  fro m  a c t u al
exa min a tion  only.

But  b efo r e  I b a d e  a die u  to  Ros e  Hill, in all p rob a bili ty
for  t h e  las t  t im e  of my life, it  s t r u ck  m e  t h a t  t h e r e
ye t  r e m ain e d  on e  objec t  of consid e r a tion  no t  to  b e
sligh t e d:   Ba r ring to n  h a d  b e e n  in t h e  s e t tl e m e n t
b e t w e e n  t wo  a n d  t h r e e  m o n t h s,  a n d  I h a d  no t  s e e n  hi m.
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I s a w  hi m  with  c u riosi ty.  H e  is t all, a p p ro ac hing
to  six fee t ,  sl e n d er, a n d  his  g ai t  a n d  m a n n er, b e s p e ak
livelines s  a n d  a c tivi ty.  Of t h a t  ele g a nc e  a n d
fas hion, wi t h  w hich  my im a gin a tion  h a d  d e ck e d  hi m  (I
know no t  w hy), I could  dis ting uis h  no  t r a c e .  
Gre a t  allow a nc e  s hould,  ho w ever, b e  m a d e  for  d e p r e s sion
a n d  u n avoida ble  d eficiency of d r e s s .   His  face
is t hou g h tful a n d  in t ellige n t;  to  a  s t ro n g  c a s t  of
cou n t e n a n c e  h e  a d d s  a  p e n e t r a tin g  eye,  a n d  a  p ro min e n t
for e h e a d.   His  w hole  d e m e a no u r  is h u m ble,  no t  s e rvile. 
Both  on  hi s  p a s s a g e  fro m  E n gla n d,  a n d  since  hi s  a r rival
h e r e ,  his  con d u c t  h a s  b e e n  ir r e p ro ac h a ble.   H e
is a p poin t e d  hig h-cons t a ble  of t h e  s e t tl e m e n t  of Ros e
Hill, a  pos t  of so m e  r e s p e c t a bili ty, a n d  c e r t ainly
on e  of impo r t a n c e  to  t hos e  w ho  live h e r e .   His
knowled g e  of m e n,  p a r ticul a rly of t h a t  p a r t  of t h e m
into  w hos e  m o r al s,  m a n n e r s  a n d  b e h aviou r  h e  is o r d e r e d
e s p e cially to  insp e c t ,  e min e n tly fi t hi m  for  t h e  office.

I c a n no t  q ui t  hi m  wit ho u t  b e a ring  my t e s timony t h a t
his  t al e n t s  p ro mis e  to  b e  di r ec t e d  in fut u r e  to  m a k e
r e p a r a t ion  to  socie ty for  t h e  offenc e s  h e  h a s  h e r e tofo r e
co m mit t e d  a g ain s t  it.

The  n u m b e r  of p e r son s  of all d e s c rip tions  a t  Ros e
Hill a t  t his  p e riod  will b e  s e e n  in  t h e  following
r e t u r n .

A return of the number of persons at Rose Hill, 3rd of 
December 1791

-------------------------------------------------------
-----------------------
Qu ali ty.             | M e n. |Wom e n. |                 Child r e n
|     |       |   of 1 0  ye a r s   |  of 2  yea r s   |  u n d e r  2  ye a r s
------------------------------------------------------------
------------------
Convic t s*             1 3 3 6    1 3 3          0               9              1 7
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Troops                   9 4      9          1               5               2
Civil De p a r t m e n t          7      0          0               0               0
S e a m e n  S e t tl e r s           3      0          0               0               0
F r e e  Pe r sons              0      7          2               1               2
Total n u m b e r  of
p e r so ns                1 4 4 0    1 4 9          3              1 5              2 1
------------------------------------------------------------
------------------

[T h e  convic t s  w h o  are  b e co m e  s e t tl ers,  ar e  includ e d
in t his  n u m b er.]
Of my  Sydn ey jou r n al, I find  no  p a r t  s ufficie n tly
in t e r e s ting  to  b e  wo r t h  ex t r a c tion.   This  pl ac e
h a d  long  b e e n  consid e r e d  only a s  a  d e po t  for  s to r e s .  
I t  exhibi t e d  no t hing  b u t  a  few old  sc a t t e r e d  h u t s  a n d
so m e  s t e ril e  g a r d e n s.   Cul tiva tion  of t h e  g ro u n d
w a s  a b a n do n e d,  a n d  all ou r  s t r e n g t h  t r a n sfe r r e d  to
Ros e  Hill.  Syd n ey, n eve r t h el e s s,  con tinu e d  to
b e  t h e  pl ac e  of t h e  gove r no r’s r e side n c e ,  a n d
con s e q u e n tly t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  of t h e  colony.  N o
p u blic b uilding  of no t e ,  exc e p t  a  s to r e ho u s e ,  h a d  b e e n
e r e c t e d  sinc e  my las t  s t a t e m e n t .   The  b a r r a cks,
so  long  t alke d  of, so  long  p ro mis e d,  for  t h e  a c co m m o d a tion
a n d  discipline  of t h e  t roops,  w e r e  no t  eve n  b e g u n  w h e n
I left  t h e  cou n t ry; a n d  ins t e a d  of a  n e w  hos pit al,
t h e  old  on e  w a s  p a t c h e d  u p  a n d,  wi th  t h e  a s sis t a n c e
of on e  b ro u g h t  r e a dy-fra m e d  fro m  E n gla n d,  s e rve d  to
con t ain  t h e  sick.
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The  e m ploym e n t  of t h e  m ale  convic t s  h e r e ,  a s  a t  Ros e
Hill, w a s  t h e  p u blic labour.  Of t h e  wo m e n,  t h e
m ajo ri ty w e r e  co m p elled  to  m a k e  s hi r t s ,  t ro us e r s  a n d
o th e r  n e c e s s a ry  p a r t s  of d r e s s  for  t h e  m e n,  fro m  m a t e ri als
d elive r e d  to  t h e m  fro m  t h e  s to r e s ,  in to  w hich  t h ey
r e t u r n e d  eve ry  S a t u r d ay nig h t  t h e  p ro d uc e  of t h ei r
labour, a  s tip ula t e d  w e e kly t a sk  b eing  a s sig n e d  to
t h e m.   In  a  m o r e  e a rly s t a g e ,  gove r n m e n t  s e n t
ou t  all a r ticle s  of clo thing  r e a dy m a d e;  b u t ,  by a do p ting
t h e  p r e s e n t  judicious  pl a n,  no t  only a  p u blic s aving
is effec t e d,  b u t  e m ploym e n t  of a  s ui t a bl e  n a t u r e  c r e a t e d
for  t hos e  w ho  wo uld  o th e r wis e  cons u m e  leisu r e  in idle
p u r s ui t s  only.

On  t h e  2 6 t h  of N ove m b e r  1 7 9 1,  t h e  n u m b e r  of p e r so n s,
of all d e s c rip tions,  a t  Syd n ey, w a s  1 2 5 9,  to  w hich,
if 1 6 2 8  a t  Ros e  Hill a n d  1 1 7 2  a t  No rfolk Islan d  b e
a d d e d,  t h e  to t al  n u m b e r  of p e r so ns  in N e w  Sou t h  Wales
a n d  it s  d e p e n d e n cy will b e  foun d  to  a m o u n t  to  4 0 5 9.*

[A v ery  consid erable  ad di tion  to  t his  n u m b er  has
b e e n  m a d e  sinc e  I q ui t t e d  t h e  s e t tl e m e n t ,  by  fre s h
troops  an d  convic t s  s e n t  t hi th er  fro m  E n glan d.]
On t h e  1 3 t h  of Dec e m b e r  1 7 9 1,  t h e  m a rin e  b a t t alion
e m b a rk e d  on  bo a r d  His  M aje s ty’s s hip  Gorgon,
a n d  on  t h e  1 8 t h  s aile d  for  E n gla n d.

CHAPTER XVII.

Misc ellan eou s  Re m a rk s  on  t h e  cou n t ry.  On  it s
veg e t a ble  p rod uc tions.   On  it s  clim a t e.   On
its  a ni m al p ro d uc tions.   On  it s  n a tives,  e t c .

The  jou r n al s  con t ain e d  in  t h e  body of t his  p u blica tion,
illus t r a t e d  by t h e  m a p  w hich  a cco m p a nie s  i t (unfo r t u n a t ely,
t h e r e  is no  m a p  a c co m p a nying  t hi s  e t ext), a r e ,  I co nc eive,
so  d e s c rip tive  of eve ry p a r t  of t h e  cou n t ry know n
to  u s ,  t h a t  lit tle  r e m ains  to  b e  a d d e d  b eyon d  a  few
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g e n e r al  obs e rv a tions.

The  firs t  imp r e s sion  m a d e  on  a  s t r a n g e r  is c e r t ainly
favou r a ble.   H e  s e e s  g e n tly s w elling  hills con n ec t e d
by vales  w hich  poss e s s  ev e ry b e a u ty t h a t  ve r d u r e  of
t r e e s ,  a n d  for m,  si m ply conside r e d  in it s elf, c a n  p ro d u c e;
b u t  h e  looks  in vain  for  t hos e  m u r m u rin g  rills  a n d
r ef r e s hing  s p rings  w hich  fruc tify a n d  e m b ellish  m o r e
h a p py lan ds.   N o t hin g  like  t hos e  t r ib u t a ry  s t r e a m s
w hich  fee d  rive r s  in o th e r  co u n t rie s  a r e  h e r e  s e e n;
for  w h e n  I s p e a k  of t h e  s t r e a m  a t  Syd n ey, I m e a n  only
t h e  d r ain  of a  m o r a s s;  a n d  t h e  rive r  a t  Ros e  Hill
is a  c r e ek  of t h e  h a r bo ur, w hich  a bove  hig h  w a t e r  m a rk
wo uld  no t  in  E n gla n d  b e  c alled  eve n  a  b rook.  Wh e nc e
t h e  H a wk es b u ry, t h e  only fr es h  w a t e r  r ive r  know n  to
exis t  in t h e  cou n t ry, d e r ives  it s  s u p plies,  wo uld
p uzzle  a  t r a n si e n t  obs e rver.  H e  s e e s  no t hin g  b u t
to r pid  u n m e a nin g  pon ds  (ofte n  s t a g n a n t  a n d  alw ays
s till, u nl e s s  a gi t a t e d  by  h e avy r ain s) w hich  co m m u nic a t e
wi th  it.  Doub tle s s  t h e  s p rings  w hich  a r is e  in
Ca r m a r t h e n  m o u n t ain s  m ay  b e  s aid  to  cons ti t u t e  it s
so u rc e .   To c ul tiva t e  it s  b a nks  wi t hin  m a ny miles
of t h e  b e d  of t h e  s t r e a m  (exce p t  on  so m e  el eva t e d
d e t a c h e d  s po t s) will b e  foun d  imp r a c tica ble,  u nl e s s
so m e  m e t hod  b e  d evise d  of e r e c tin g  a  m o u n d,  s ufficie n t
to  r e p el  t h e  e n c ro a c h m e n t s  of a  to r r e n t  w hic h  so m e ti m e s
ri s e s  fifty fee t  a bove  it s  o r din a ry  level, inu n d a tin g
t h e  s u r ro u n din g  cou n t ry in eve ry di r e c tion.
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The  cou n t ry b e t w e e n  t h e  H a w k e s b u ry  a n d  Ros e  Hill is
t h a t  w hich  I h av e  hi th e r to  s pok e n  of.  Whe n  t h e
rive r  is c ros s e d ,  t his  p ros p ec t  soon  gives  pl ac e  to
a  ve ry diffe r e n t  on e.   The  g r e e n  vale s  a n d  m o d e r a t e
hills di s a p p e a r  a t  t h e  di s t a n c e  of a bo u t  t h r e e  miles
fro m  t h e  rive r  sid e,  a n d  fro m  Knigh t  Hill, a n d  Mo u n t
Twiss,* t h e  limit s  w hich  t e r min a t e  ou r  r e s e a r c h e s ,
no t hing  b u t  p r ecipic es ,  wilds  a n d  d e s e r t s ,  a r e  to
b e  s e e n.   Eve n  t h e s e  s t e e p s  fail to  p ro d uc e  s t r e a m s.  
The  difficul ty of p e n e t r a tin g  t his  cou n t ry, joine d
to  t h e  d r e a d  of a  s u d d e n  ris e  of t h e  H a wk es b u ry, forbiddin g
all r e t u r n,  h a s  hi t h e r to  p r eve n t e d  ou r  r e ac hing  Ca r m a r t h e n
m o u n t ains .

[Loo k  a t  t h e  M a p.  (Th er e  is no  m a p  acco m pa nyin g
t his  e t ex t)]
Let  t h e  r e a d e r  now  c a s t  his  eye  on  t h e  r el a tive  si t u a tion
of Por t  Jackson.   H e  will s e e  it  cu t  off fro m
co m m u nic a tion  wi t h  t h e  no r t h w a r d  by Broke n  Bay, a n d
wi th  t h e  sou t h w a r d  by Bot a ny Bay; a n d  w h a t  is wor s e ,
t h e  w hole  s p a c e  of in t e rve ning  cou n t ry ye t  explo r e d,
(exc e p t  a  n a r row  s t rip  c alle d  t h e  Kang a roo  Grou n d)
in bo t h  di r ec tions,  is so  b a d  a s  to  p r e clu d e  c ul tiva tion.

The  cou r s e  of t h e  H a wk e s b u ry  will n ex t  a t t r a c t  his
a t t e n tion.   To t h e  so u t h w a r d  of eve ry p a r t  of
Bota ny Bay w e  h av e  t r a c e d  t his  r ive r;  b u t  how  m u c h
fa r t h e r  in t h a t  line  i t ex t e n d s  w e  know  no t .   H e n c e
its  c h a n n el  t ak e s  a  no r t h e rly di r e c tion,  a n d  finish es
its  cou r s e  in Broke n  Bay, r u n nin g  a t  t h e  b a ck  of Por t
Jackson  in s uc h  a  m a n n e r  a s  to  for m  t h e  la t t e r  in to
a  p e nin s ula.

The  p rincip al q u e s tion  t h e n  r e m aining  is, w h a t  is
t h e  dis t a nc e  b e t w e e n  t h e  h e a d  of Bot a ny Bay a n d  t h e
p a r t  of t h e  H a wk e s b u ry  n e a r e s t  to  it?  And is t h e
in t e r m e dia t e  cou n t ry  a  good  on e,  o r  do e s  it le a d  to
on e  w hich  a p p e a r a n c e s  indica t e  to  b e  good?   To
futu r e  a dve n t u r e r s  w ho  s h all m e e t  wit h  m o r e  e n co u r a g e m e n t
to  p e r s eve r e  a n d  discove r  t h a n  I a n d  my fellow w a n d e r e r[ s]
did,  I r e sig n  t h e  a n s w er.  In  t h e  m e a n ti m e  t h e
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r e a d e r  is d e si r e d  to  look a t  t h e  r e m a rks  on  t h e  m a p
(th e r e  is no  m a p  a c co m p a nying  t his  e t ex t), w hich  w e r e
m a d e  in t h e  b e gin nin g  of Augus t  1 7 9 0,  fro m  Pyr a mid
Hill, w hich  bo u n d e d  ou r  p ro g r e s s  on  t h e  sou t h e r n  exp e di tion;
w h e n,  a n d  w h e n  only, t his  p a r t  of t h e  cou n t ry h a s
b e e n  s e e n.

It  t h e n  follows  t h a t  fro m  Ros e  Hill to  wi thin  s uc h
a  dis t a nc e  of t h e  H a wk es b u ry a s  is p ro t ec t e d  fro m
its  inu n d a tions,  is t h e  only t r a c t  of lan d  w e  ye t
know of, in  w hich  c ul tiva tion  c a n  b e  c a r rie d  on  for
m a ny  yea r s  to  co m e.   To ai m  a t  for ming  a  co m p u t a tion
of t h e  dis t a nc e  of ti m e,  of t h e  labou r  a n d  of t h e
exp e n s e ,  w hich  wo uld  a t t e n d  for min g  di s tinc t  convic t
s e t tl e m e n t s ,  b eyon d  t h e  bo u n d s  I h ave  d elin e a t e d;  o r
of t h e  difficul ty w hich  wo uld  a t t e n d  a  sys t e m  of co m m u nic a tion
b e t w e e n  s uc h  e s t a blish m e n t s  a n d  Por t  Jackson,  is no t
in t e n d e d  h e r e .

U n til t h a t  p e riod  s h all a r rive,  t h e  p rog r e s s  of cul tiva tion,
w h e n  it s h all h ave  onc e  p a s s e d  P ros p e c t  Hill, will
p ro b a bly s t e al  alon g  to  t h e  so u t h w a r d,  in p r ef e r e n c e
to  t h e  no r t h w a r d ,  fro m  t h e  s u p e rio r  n a t u r e  of t h e  cou n t ry
in t h a t  di r ec tion,  a s  t h e  r e m a rks  ins e r t e d  in  t h e
m a p  will t e s tify.
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S uc h  is my  s t a t e m e n t  of a  pla n  w hich  I d e e m  inevit a bly
e n t ailed  on  t h e  s e t tl e m e n t  a t  Por t  Jackson.   In
sk e t c hing  t his  ou tline  of i t le t  it  no t  b e  objec t e d
t h a t  I s u p pos e  t h e  r e a d e r  a s  w ell a c q u ain t e d  wit h  t h e
r e s p e c tive  n a m e s  a n d  bou n d a ri e s  of t h e  cou n t ry a s
long  r e sid e nc e  a n d  u n w e a ri e d  jou r n eying  a m o n g  t h e m,
h ave  m a d e  t h e  a u t hor.  To h ave  s u bjoin e d  p e r p e t u al
expla n a tions  wo uld  h ave  b e e n  t e dious  a n d  dis g us tin g.  
Fa milia ri ty wi th  t h e  r el a tive  posi tions  of a  cou n t ry
c a n  n ei th e r  b e  imp a r t e d ,  o r  a c q ui r e d,  b u t  by cons t a n t
r e c u r r e n c e  to  g eo g r a p hic  d eline a tions.

On  t h e  policy of s e t tling,  wi t h  convic t s  only, a  cou n t ry
a t  onc e  so  r e mo t e  a n d  ext e n sive,  I s h all offe r  no
r e m a rks .   Whe n eve r  I h ave  h e a r d  t his  q u e s tion
a gi t a t e d ,  sinc e  my  r e t u r n  to  E n gla n d,  t h e  c ry of, “Wh a t
c a n  w e  do  wi th  t h e m!   Wh e r e  els e  c a n  t h ey b e  s e n t!”
h a s  alw ays  silenc e d  m e.

Of t h e  soil, opinions  h ave  no t  diffe r e d  widely. 
A s po t  e min e n tly frui tful h a s  n eve r  b e e n  discove r e d .  
Tha t  t h e r e  a r e  m a ny s po t s  c u r s e d  wit h  eve rl a s ting
a n d  u n co n q u e r a ble  s t e rili ty no  on e  w ho  h a s  s e e n  t h e
cou n t ry  will d e ny.  At t h e  s a m e  ti m e  I a m  d e cid e dly
of opinion  t h a t  m a ny la rg e  t r a c t s  of lan d  b e t w e e n
Ros e  Hill a n d  t h e  H a w k e s b u ry, eve n  now, a r e  of a  n a t u r e
s ufficien tly favou r a ble  to  p rod uc e  m o d e r a t e  c rops  of
w h a t eve r  m ay  b e  sow n  in t h e m.   And p rovide d  a
s ufficien t  n u m b e r  of c a t tl e* b e  impo r t e d  to  affor d
m a n u r e  for  d r e s sing  t h e  g ro u n d,  no  do u b t  c a n  exis t
t h a t  s u b si s t e nc e  for  a  limi t e d  n u m b e r  of inh a bi t a n t s
m ay b e  d r a w n  fro m  it.  To im p e rfec t  h u s b a n d ry,
a n d  d ry s e a so ns,  m u s t  indu bi t a bly b e  a t t r ib u t e d  p a r t
of t h e  d eficiency of for m e r  ye a r s .   Hi th e r to  all
ou r  e n d e avou r s  to  d e rive  a dva n t a g e  fro m  mixing  t h e
diffe r e n t  soils  h av e  p rove d  frui tles s,  t hou g h  possibly
only fro m  w a n t  of skill on  ou r  side.

[In  m y  for m er  narrative  I hav e  par ticularly  no tice d
t h e  s u d d e n  disap p earanc e  of  t h e  ca t tl e,  w hich  w e  had
brou g h t  wi t h  u s  in to t h e  cou n try.  N o t  a t rac e
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of  t h e m  has  e v er  sinc e  b e e n  obs erv e d.   T h eir fa t e
is a  riddle,  so  di fficul t  of  solu tion  t ha t  I s hall
no t  a t t e m p t  it.  S ur ely  had  t h ey  s t ray e d  inland,
in so m e  of  our  n u m e rous  e xc ursions,  m ar k s  of  t h e m  m u s t
hav e  b e e n  fou n d.   I t  is e q ually i m possible  to
b eliev e  t ha t  ei t h er  t h e  convic t s  or na tive s  k illed
and  at e  t h e m,  wi t ho u t  so m e  sig n  of  d e t ec tion  e n s uin g.]
The  s po n t a n eo us  p ro d uc tions  of t h e  soil will b e  soon
r e cou n t e d.   Eve ry p a r t  of t h e  cou n t ry  is a  for e s t :  
of t h e  q u ali ty of t h e  wood  t ak e  t h e  following  ins t a n c e .  
The  ‘Supply’ w a n t e d  wood  for  a  m a s t ,  a n d
m o r e  t h a n  for ty of t h e  c hoices t  youn g  t r e e s  w e r e  c u t
dow n  b efo r e  a s  m u c h  wood  a s  would  m a k e  it  could  b e
p roc u r e d,  t h e  t r e e s  b eing  ei t h e r  ro t t e n  a t  t h e  h e a r t
o r  r iven  by t h e  g u m  w hich  a bo u n d s  in t h e m.   This
g u m  r u n s  no t  alw ays  in a  longi tu din al di r ec tion  in
t h e  bo dy of t h e  t r e e ,  b u t  is foun d  in it  in ci rcles,
like  a  sc roll.  The r e  is how ever, a  s p e cie s  of
ligh t  wood  w hic h  is foun d  exc ellen t  for  bo a t  b uilding,
b u t  it is s c a r c e  a n d  h a r dly eve r  foun d  of la r g e  size.
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To find  lime s to n e  m a ny of ou r  r e s e a r c h e s  w e r e  di r ec t e d .  
Bu t  af t e r  r e p e a t e d  a s s ays  wi th  fir e  a n d  c h e mic al p r e p a r a tions
on  all t h e  diffe r e n t  so r t s  of s ton e  to  b e  picke d  u p,
it  is s till a  d e side r a t u m.   No r  did  my exp e ri m e n t s
wi th  a  m a g n e t  ind uc e  m e  to  t hink  t h a t  a ny of t h e  s ton e s
I t r i e d  con t ain e d  iron.   I h av e,  how ever, h e a r d
o th e r  p eople  r e po r t  ve ry diffe r e n tly on  t his  h e a d.

The  lis t  of e sc ule n t  veg e t a bles,  a n d  wild frui ts  is
too  con t e m p tible  to  d e s e rv e  no tice,  if t h e  ‘swe e t
t e a’ w hos e  vir t u es  h ave  b e e n  al r e a dy r e co r d e d,
a n d  t h e  co m mo n  o rc his  roo t  b e  exc e p t e d.   Tha t  s p e ci e s
of p al m  t r e e  w hich  p ro d u c e s  t h e  m o u n t ain  c a b b a g e  is
al so  foun d  in m os t  of t h e  fre s h w a t e r  s w a m p s,  wi thin
six o r  s eve n  mile s  of t h e  co as t .   Bu t  is r a r ely
s e e n  fa r t h e r  inla n d.   Eve n  t h e  b a nks  of t h e  H a w k e s b u ry
a r e  u n p rovide d  wi th  it.  The  inn e r  p a r t  of t h e
t r u nk  of t his  t r e e  w a s  g r e e dily e a t e n  by ou r  ho gs,
a n d  for m e d  t h ei r  p rincip al s u p po r t .   The  g r a s s ,
a s  h a s  b e e n  r e m a r k e d  in for m e r  p u blica tions,  do e s
no t  ove r s p r e a d  t h e  lan d  in  a  con tin u e d  s w a r d ,  b u t  a r is e s
in s m all d e t a c h e d  t uf t s ,  g rowing  eve ry w ay a bo u t  t h r e e
inch es  a p a r t ,  t h e  in t e r m e dia t e  s p a c e  b ein g  b a r e ;  t ho u g h
t h e  h e a d s  of t h e  g r a s s  a r e  of te n  so  luxu ri a n t  a s  to
hid e  all d eficie ncy on  t h e  s u rf ac e .   The  r a r e  a n d
b e a u tiful flow e ring  s h r u b s,  w hic h  a bo u n d  in eve ry
p a r t ,  d e s e rve  t h e  high es t  a d mi r a tion  a n d  p a n e gy ric.

Of t h e  ve g e t a ble  p ro d uc tions  t r a n s pla n t e d  fro m  ot h e r
clim e s,  m aize  flou ris h e s  b eyon d  a ny o t h e r  g r ain.  
And a s  it affo rds  a  s t ron g  a n d  n u t ri tive  a r ticle  of
food, i t s  p ro p a g a tion  will, I t hink,  al tog e t h e r  s u p e r s e d e
t h a t  of w h e a t  a n d  b a rl ey.

H o r ticul t u r e  h a s  b e e n  a t t e n d e d  in so m e  pl ac e s  wi t h
tole r a ble  s ucc e s s.   At Ros e  Hill I h ave  s e e n  g a r d e n s
w hich,  wi t ho u t  t h e  a s sis t a nc e  of m a n u r e ,  h ave  con tinu e d
for  a  s ho r t  t im e  to  p ro d uc e  w ell g ro w n  veg e t a ble s.  
Bu t  a t  Syd n ey, wi tho u t  cons t a n tly d r e s sing  t h e  g ro u n d,
it  w a s  in vain  to  exp e c t  t h e m;  a n d  wi th  it a  s u p ply
of co m m o n  veg e t a ble s  mig h t  b e  p roc u r e d  by dilige nc e
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in  all s e a so ns.   Vines  of eve ry so r t  s e e m  to  flou ris h.  
M elons,  cuc u m b e r s  a n d  p u m pkins  r u n  wit h  u n bo u n d e d
luxu ri ancy, a n d  I a m  convinc e d  t h a t  t h e  g r a p e s  of
N e w  Sou t h  Wales  will, in a  few ye a r s ,  e q u al  t hos e  of
a ny o th e r  cou n t ry.  ’Tha t  t h ei r  juice  will
p ro b a bly h e r e af t e r  fu r nis h  a n  indis p e n s a ble  a r ticle
of luxu ry a t  E u rop e a n  t a ble s’, h a s  al r e a dy b e e n
p r e dic t e d  in  t h e  veh e m e nc e  of s p e c ula tion.   Ot h e r
frui t s  a r e  ye t  in t h ei r  infa ncy; b u t  o r a n g e s ,  le mon s
a n d  figs,  (of w hich  las t  ind e e d  I h ave  e a t e n  ve ry good
on e s) will, I d a r e  b elieve,  in a  few yea r s  b e co m e
ple n tiful.  Apples  a n d  t h e  frui t s  of colde r  clim es
al so  p ro mis e  to  g r a tify exp ec t a tion.   The  b a n a n a-t r e e
h a s  b e e n  in t rod uc e d  fro m  N o rfolk Isla n d,  w h e r e  it
g row s  s pon t a n eo u sly.
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N o r  will t his  s u r p ris e,  if t h e  g e nial influe nc e  of
t h e  clim a t e  b e  conside r e d .   Plac e d  in a  la ti t ud e
w h e r e  t h e  b e a m s  of t h e  s u n  in t h e  d r e a ri e s t  s e a son
a r e  s ufficien tly po w e rful for  m a ny ho u r s  of t h e  d ay
to  dis p e n s e  w a r m t h  a n d  n u t ri tion,  t h e  p rog r e s s  of
veg e t a tion  n ev e r  is a t  a  s t a n d.   The  diffe r e n t
t e m p e r a t u r e s  of Ros e  Hill a n d  Syd n ey in win t er, t ho u g h
only t w elve  mile s  a p a r t ,  affo rd,  how ever, cu rious  m a t t e r
of s p ec ula tion.   Of a  w ell a t t e s t e d  ins t a n c e  of
ice  b ein g  s e e n  a t  t h e  la t t e r  pl ac e,  I n ev e r  h e a r d .  
At t h e  for m e r  pl ac e  it s  p ro d uc tion  is co m m o n,  a n d  onc e
a  few flake s  of s now  fell.  The  diffe r e nc e  c a n
b e  a ccou n t e d  for  only by  s u p posing  t h a t  t h e  woods
s top  t h e  w a r m  vapo u r s  of t h e  s e a  fro m  r e a c hing  Ros e
Hill, w hich  is a t  t h e  di s t a n c e  of sixt e e n  miles  inla n d;
w h e r e a s  Syd n ey is b u t  four.* Again,  t h e  h e a t s  of s u m m e r
a r e  m o r e  violen t  a t  t h e  for m e r  pl ac e  t h a n  a t  t h e  la t t er,
a n d  t h e  va ri a tions  inco m p a r a bly q uicker.  The  t h e r m o m e t e r
h a s  b e e n  know n  to  al t e r  a t  Ros e  Hill, in t h e  cou r s e
of nin e  ho u r s ,  m o r e  t h a n  5 0  d e g r e e s;  s t a n din g  a  li t tl e
b efo r e  s u n ris e  a t  5 0  d e g r e e s ,  a n d  b e t w e e n  on e  a n d
t wo a t  m o r e  t h a n  1 0 0  d e g r e e s .   To convey a n  ide a
of t h e  clim a t e  in s u m m er, I s h all t r a n s c ribe  fro m
my m e t eo rological jou r n al, a cco u n t s  of t wo  p a r ticul a r
d ays  w hich  w e r e  t h e  ho t t e s t  w e  eve r  s uffe r e d  u n d e r
a t  Sydn ey.

[Loo k  a t  t h e  jour nal w hic h  d e s crib es  t h e  e x p e di tion
in s earc h  of  t h e  river, said  to  e xis t  to  t h e  sou t h w ard
of  Ros e  Hill.  At  t h e  ti m e  w e  f el t  t ha t  e x traordinary
d e gr e e  of  cold  w e r e  no t  m o r e  t han  six  m ile s  so u t h  w e s t
of  Ros e  Hill, an d  abou t  nin e t e e n  m il es  fro m  t h e  t h e
s ea  coas t .   W h e n  I m e n tion e d  t his  circu m s tanc e
to  colon el Gordon,  a t  t h e  Cap e  of  Good  H o p e,  h e  w o n d er e d
a t  it; and  o w n e d,  t ha t ,  in hi s  e xc ursions  in to  t h e
in t erior par t s  of  Africa, h e  had  n e v er  e x p erie nc e d
any t hing  to  m a tc h  it:  h e  a t tribu t e d  it s  prod uc tion
to  large  b e d s  of  ni tre ,  w hich  h e  said  m u s t  e xis t  in
t h e  n eig h bo ur hood.]
Dec e m b e r  2 7 t h  1 7 9 0.   Wind  N NW; it  fel t  like  t h e
bla s t  of a  h e a t e d  oven,  a n d  in p ropo r tion  a s  it inc r e a s e d
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t h e  h e a t  w a s  foun d  to  b e  m o r e  in t e n s e ,  t h e  sky h azy,
t h e  s u n  gl e a ming  t h ro u g h  a t  int e rvals.
At 9 a.m. 85 degrees At noon 104 Half past twelve 107 1/2 From one p.m. until 20 
minutes past two 108 1/2 At 20 minutes past two 109 At Sunset 89 At 11 p.m. 78 1/2
[By a  la rg e  The r mo m e t e r  m a d e  by Ra m s d e n,  a n d  g r a d u a t e d
on  Fah r e n h ei t’s s c ale .]

     Dec e m b e r  2 8 t h.
At 8 a.m. 86 10 a.m. 93 11 a.m. 101 At noon 103 1/2 Half an hour past noon 104 1/2 At 
one p.m. 102 At 5 p.m. 73 At sunset 69 1/2
[At a  q u a r t e r  p a s t  on e,  it  s tood  a t  only 8 9  d e g r e e s ,
h aving,  fro m  a  s u d d e n  s hift  of wind,  fallen  1 3  d e g r e e s
in 1 5  min u t e s.]
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My obs e rv a tions  on  t his  ex t r e m e  h e a t ,  s ucc e e d e d  by
so  r a pid  a  c h a n g e,  w e r e  t h a t  of all a ni m als,  m a n  s e e m e d
to  b e a r  it  b e s t .   Ou r  dog s,  pigs  a n d  fowls, lay
p a n ting  in  t h e  s h a d e,  o r  w e r e  r u s hing  into  t h e  w a t er. 
I r e m a rk e d  t h a t  a  h e n  b elonging  to  m e ,  w hich  h a d  s a t
for  a  for t nig h t ,  fr e q u e n tly q ui t t e d  h e r  e g g s,  a n d
s h e w e d  g r e a t  u n e a sin e ss ,  b u t  n eve r  r e m ain e d  fro m  t h e m
m a ny  min u t e s  a t  on e  a b s e nc e;  t a u g h t  by ins tinc t  t h a t
t h e  wo n d e rful pow e r  in  t h e  a ni m al bo dy of g e n e r a tin g
cold  in ai r  h e a t e d  b eyon d  a  c e r t ain  d e g r e e ,  w a s  b e s t
c alcula t e d  for  t h e  p ro d uc tion  of h e r  you n g.   The
g a r d e n s  s uffe r e d  conside r a bly.  All t h e  pl a n t s
w hich  h a d  no t  t ak e n  d e e p  roo t  w e r e  wit h e r e d  by t h e
pow e r  of t h e  s u n.   No  las ting  ill effec t s ,  how ever,
a ro s e  to  t h e  h u m a n  cons ti t u tion.   A t e m po r a ry
sickn e s s  a t  t h e  s to m a c h,  a cco m p a nied  wi th  las si t ud e
a n d  h e a d a c h e,  a t t a ck e d  m a ny, b u t  t h ey w e r e  r e move d
g e n e r ally in  t w e n ty-fou r  ho u r s  by  a n  e m e tic,  follow e d
by a n  a no dyn e.   During  t h e  tim e  it la s t e d ,  w e
inva ri a bly foun d  t h a t  t h e  ho us e  w a s  coole r  t h a n  t h e
op e n  air, a n d  t h a t  in p ro po r tion  a s  t h e  wind  w a s  exclud e d,
w a s  co mfor t  a u g m e n t e d.

But  eve n  t his  h e a t  w a s  judg e d  to  b e  fa r  exce e d e d  in
t h e  la t t e r  e n d  of t h e  following  Feb r u a ry, w h e n  t h e
no r t h-w e s t  win d  a g ain  s e t  in, a n d  ble w  wit h  g r e a t
violenc e  for  t h r e e  d ays.   At Sydn ey, it fell s ho r t
by  on e  d e g r e e  of w h a t  I h av e  jus t  r e co r d e d:   b u t
a t  Ros e  Hill, it  w a s  allow e d,  by eve ry p e r so n,  to
s u r p a s s  all t h a t  t h ey  h a d  b efo r e  fel t,  ei t h e r  t h e r e
o r  in a ny o t h e r  p a r t  of t h e  world.   U nluckily
t h ey h a d  no  t h e r mo m e t e r  to  a s c e r t ain  it s  p r e cise  h eigh t .  
I t  m u s t ,  how ever, h ave  b e e n  in t e ns e,  fro m  t h e  effec t s
it  p rod uc e d.   An im m e n s e  fligh t  of b a t s  d rive n
b efo r e  t h e  win d,  cove r e d  all t h e  t r e e s  a ro u n d  t h e
s e t tl e m e n t ,  w h e n c e  t h ey eve ry m o m e n t  d rop p e d  d e a d  o r
in a  dying  s t a t e ,  u n a ble  long e r  to  e n d u r e  t h e  b u r ning
s t a t e  of t h e  a t m os p h e r e .   N o r  did  t h e  ‘pe r ro q u e t t e s’,
t hou g h  t ro pical bi r d s,  b e a r  it  b e t t er.  The  g ro u n d
w a s  s t r e w n  with  t h e m  in t h e  s a m e  con di tion  a s  t h e  b a t s.
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Were  I a sk e d  t h e  c a u s e  of t his  in tole r a ble  h e a t ,  I
s ho uld  no t  h e si t a t e  to  p ro nou nc e  t h a t  i t w a s  occ a sion e d
by t h e  win d  blowing  ove r  im m e n s e  d e s e r t s ,  w hich,  I
do u b t  no t ,  exis t  in a  no r t h-w e s t  di r ec tion  fro m  Por t
Jackson,  a n d  no t  fro m  fire s  kindle d  by t h e  n a tives.  
This  r e m a rk  I feel n ec es s a ry, a s  t h e r e  w e r e  m e t ho ds
u s e d  by so m e  p e r so ns  in t h e  colony, bo t h  for  e s ti m a tin g
t h e  d e g r e e  of h e a t  a n d  for  a s c e r t aining  t h e  c a u s e  of
it s  p ro d uc tion,  w hic h  I d e e m  e q u ally u nfai r  a n d  u n p hilosop hic al. 
The  t h e r m o m e t er, w h e nc e  my obs e rva tions  w e r e  cons t a n tly
m a d e,  w a s  h u n g  in t h e  op e n  ai r  in a  sou t h e r n  a s p e c t ,
n eve r  r e a c h e d  by t h e  r ays  of t h e  s u n,  a t  t h e  dis t a nc e
of s eve r al  fee t  a bove  t h e  g ro u n d.
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My o th e r  r e m a r ks  on  t h e  clim a t e  will b e  s ho r t .  
I t  is c h a n g e a ble  b eyond  a ny o t h e r  I ev e r  h e a r d  of;
b u t  no  p h e no m e n a  s ufficien tly a c c u r a t e  to  r e ckon  u po n,
a r e  foun d  to  indica t e  t h e  a p p ro a c h  of al t e r a t ion.  
Ind e e d,  for  t h e  fir s t  eigh t e e n  m o n t h s  t h a t  w e  lived
in t h e  cou n t ry, ch a n g e s  w e r e  s u p pos e d  to  t ak e  pl ac e
m o r e  co m m o nly a t  t h e  q u a r t e rin g  of t h e  m oo n  t h a n  a t
o th e r  tim e s.   But  lun a r  e m pi r e  af t e r w a r d s  los t
it s  c r e di t .   For  t h e  las t  t wo  yea r s  a n d  a  h alf
of ou r  r e siding  a t  Por t  Jackson,  it s  influe nc e  w a s
u n p e r c eive d.   Thr e e  d ays  tog e t h e r  s eldo m  p a s s e d
wi tho u t  a  n e c e s si ty occu r ring  for  ligh ting  a  fi r e
in a n  eve ning.   A ‘habi t  d’e t e’,
o r  a  ’habi t  d e  d e mi s aison’, would  b e
in t h e  hig h e s t  d e g r e e  a b s u r d.   Clou ds,  s to r m s  a n d
s u n s hine  p a s s  in r a pid  s ucc e s sion.   Of r ain,  w e
foun d  in g e n e r al  no t  a  s ufficiency, b u t  to r r e n t s  of
w a t e r  so m e ti m e s  fall.  Thu n d e r  s to r m s,  in s u m m er,
a r e  co m m o n  a n d  ve ry t r e m e n do us,  b u t  t h ey  h ave  ce a s e d
to  al a r m,  fro m  r a r ely c a u sing  misc hief.  So m e ti m es
t h ey h a p p e n  in win t er.  I h ave  of t e n  s e e n  la r g e
h ails ton es  fall.  F r e q u e n t  s t ron g  b r e eze s  fro m
t h e  w e s t w a r d  p u r g e  t h e  air.  Thes e  a r e  al mos t
inva ri a bly a t t e n d e d  wi t h  a  h a r d  cle a r  sky.  The
e a s t e rly winds,  by s e t tin g  in fro m  t h e  s e a ,  b ring
t hick  w e a t h e r  a n d  r ain,  exc e p t  in s u m m er, w h e n  t h ey
b eco m e  r e g ula r  s e a-b r e ez es.   The  ‘au ro r a
a u s t r alis’ is so m e ti m e s  s e e n ,  b u t  is no t  di s ting uis h e d
by s u p e rio r  b rilliancy.

To s u m  u p:   no t wi th s t a n din g  t h e  inconve nienc es
w hich  I h ave  e n u m e r a t e d,  I will ven t u r e  to  a s s e r t
in  few wo r d s,  t h a t  no  clim a t e  hi th e r to  know n  is m o r e
g e n e r ally s alub rious*, o r  affo rds  m o r e  d ays  on  w hich
t hos e  pl e a s u r e s  w hich  d e p e n d  on  t h e  s t a t e  of t h e  a t mos p h e r e
c a n  b e  e njoye d,  t h a n  t h a t  of N e w  So u t h  Wales.  
The  win t e r  s e a so n  is p a r ticul a rly d eligh tful.

[To t his  caus e,  I ascribe  t h e  gr ea t  n u m b er  of  bir th s
w hic h  hap p e n e d,  consid ering  t h e  ag e  an d  o t h er  circu m s ta nc e s ,
of  m a n y  of  t h e  m o t h ers.   Wo m e n  w h o  c er tainly w o uld
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n e v er  hav e  br e d  in  any  o t h er  cli mat e  h er e  prod uc e d
as  fine  childre n  as  e v er  w e r e  born.]
The  lea din g  a ni m al p ro d uc tion  is w ell know n  to  b e
t h e  ka n g a roo.  The  n a t u r al  his to ry of t his  a ni m al
will, p ro b a bly, b e  w ri t t e n  fro m  obs e rva tions  m a d e
u po n  it  in  E n gla n d,  a s  s eve r al  living  on e s  of bo t h
s exe s,  h av e  b e e n  b ro u g h t  ho m e.   U n til s uc h  a n
a c co u n t  s h all a p p e ar, p rob a bly t h e  following  d e s ul to ry
obs e rva tion  m ay p rove  a cc e p t a ble.

The  g e n u s  in w hich  t h e  k a n g a roo  is to  b e  clas s e d  I
leave  to  b e t t e r  n a t u r alis t s  t h a n  mys elf to  d e t e r min e.  
H ow  it  cop ula t e s,  t hos e  w ho  p r e t e n d  to  h ave  s e e n  di s a g r e e
in t h ei r  a ccou n t s:   no r  do  w e  know  how  long  t h e
p e riod  of g e s t a tion  las t s .   P rolific it c a n no t
b e  t e r m e d,  b rin ging  for t h  only on e  a t  a  bi r t h ,  w hich
t h e  d a m  c a r ri e s  in  h e r  po uc h  w h e r eve r  s h e  go e s  u n til
t h e  you n g  on e  b e  e n a ble d  to  p rovide  for  it s elf; a n d
eve n  t h e n,  in t h e  m o m e n t  of al a r m,  s h e  will s top  to
r e c eive  a n d  p ro t ec t  it.  We h ave  killed  s h e-k a n g a roos
w hos e  po uc h e s  con t ain e d  you n g  on e s  co m ple t ely cove r e d
wi th  fu r  a n d  of m o r e  t h a n  fift e e n  po u n d s  w eigh t ,  w hic h
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h a d  c e a s e d  to  s uck  a n d  af t e r w a r d s  w e r e  r e a r e d  by  u s .  
In  w h a t  s p a c e  of t im e  it  r e ac h e s  s uc h  a  g ro wt h  a s
to  b e  a b a n do n e d  e n ti r ely by  t h e  m o t h er, w e  a r e  igno r a n t .  
I t  is bo r n  blind,  to t ally b ald,  t h e  o rifice  of t h e
e a r  clos e d  a n d  only jus t  t h e  c e n t r e  of t h e  m o u t h  op e n,
b u t  a  bl ack  sco r e ,  d e no tin g  w h a t  is h e r e af t e r  to  for m
t h e  di m e n sion  of t h e  m o u t h ,  is m a rk e d  ve ry dis tinc tly
on  e a c h  sid e  of t h e  op e nin g.   At it s  bi r t h ,  t h e
k a n g a roo  (no twit h s t a n din g  it w eig hs  w h e n  full g ro w n
2 0 0  po u n d s) is no t  so  la r g e  a s  a  h alf-g ro w n  m o us e .  
I b ro u g h t  so m e  with  m e  to  E n gla n d  eve n  les s,  w hich
I took fro m  t h e  pouc h e s  of t h e  old  on e s .   This
p h e no m e no n  is so  s t riking  a n d  so  con t r a ry  to  t h e  g e n e r al
laws  of n a t u r e ,  t h a t  a n  opinion  h a s  b e e n  s t a r t e d  t h a t
t h e  a ni m al is b ro u g h t  for t h  no t  by  t h e  p u d e n d a,  b u t
d e sc e n d s  fro m  t h e  b elly in to  t h e  po uc h  by on e  of t h e
t e a t s ,  w hich  a r e  t h e r e  d e posi t e d.   On  t his  difficul ty
a s  I c a n  t h row  no  ligh t ,  I s h all h az a r d  no  conjec t u r e .  
I t  m ay, how ever, b e  n e c e ss a ry  to  obs e rve  t h a t  t h e
t e a t s  a r e  s eve r al  inch e s  long  a n d  c a p a ble  of g r e a t
dila t a tion.   And h e r e  I b e g  leave  to  co r r e c t  a n
e r ro r  w hich  c r e p t  in to  my for m e r  p u blica tion  w h e r ein
I a s s e r t e d  t h a t ,  “th e  t e a t s  of t h e  k a n g a roo
n eve r  exc e e d  t wo  in n u m b er.”  They so m e ti m e s,
t hou g h  r a r ely, a m o u n t  to  four.  The r e  is g r e a t
r e a son  to  b elieve  t h a t  t h ey  a r e  slow of g ro w t h  a n d
live  m a ny  yea r s.   This  a ni m al h a s  a  clavicle,
o r  colla r-bo n e,  simila r  to  t h a t  of t h e  h u m a n  body. 
The  g e n e r al  colou r  of t h e  ka n g a roo is ve ry like  t h a t
of t h e  a s s ,  b u t  va rie ti es  exis t .   I t s  s h a p e  a n d
figu r e  a r e  w ell know n  by t h e  pl a t e s  w hich  h ave  b e e n
give n  of it.  The  el eg a nc e  of t h e  e a r  is p a r ticula rly
d e s e rving  of a d mi r a tion.   This  fa r  exc e e d s  t h e
e a r  of t h e  h a r e  in q uickn e s s  of s e n s e  a n d  is so  flexible
a s  to  a d mi t  of b ein g  t u r n e d  by t h e  a ni m al n e a rly q ui t e
ro u n d  t h e  h e a d,  dou b tle s s  for  t h e  p u r pos e  of info r ming
t h e  c r e a t u r e  of t h e  a p p ro a c h  of i t s  e n e mies,  a s  it
is of a  ti mid  n a t u r e ,  a n d  poo rly fu r nis h e d  wit h  m e a n s
of d ef e nc e;  t hou g h  w h e n  co m p elle d  to  r e si s t ,  it  t e a r s
fu riously wi t h  i ts  for e p a w s,  a n d  s t rike s  forw a r d  ve ry
h a r d  wi t h  it s  hin d  legs.   N o t with s t a n din g  its
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u nfavou r a ble  co nfor m a tion  for  s uc h  a  p u r pos e ,  its
s wi ms  s t ro n gly; b u t  n eve r  t ak e s  to  t h e  w a t e r  u nle s s
so  h a r d  p r e s s e d  by it s  p u r s u e r s  a s  to  b e  left  wi thou t
all o t h e r  r efug e.   The  nois e  t h ey  m a k e  is a  fain t
bl e a t ,  q u e r ulous ,  b u t  no t  e a sy  to  d e sc ribe .   They
a r e  socia ble  a ni m als  a n d  u ni t e  in d roves ,  so m e ti m es
to  t h e  n u m b e r  of fifty o r  sixty tog e t h e r;  w h e n  t h ey
a r e  s e e n  pl ayful a n d  fee ding  on  g r a s s ,  w hich  alon e
for m s  t h ei r  food.  At s uc h  ti m e  t h ey m ove  g e n tly
a bo u t  like  all o t h e r  q u a d r u p e d s,  on  all fou r s;  b u t
a t  t h e  sligh t e s t  nois e  t h ey  s p rin g  u p  on  t h ei r  hin d
legs  a n d  si t  e r e c t ,  lis t e nin g  to  w h a t  it  m ay  p roc e e d
fro m, a n d  if it  inc r e a s e s  t h ey bo u n d  off on  t hos e
legs  only, t h e  for e  on e s  a t  t h e  s a m e  ti m e  b eing  c a r ri e d
clos e  to  t h e  b r e a s t  like  t h e  p a w s  of a  m o nk ey; a n d
t h e  t ail s t r e t c h e d  ou t ,  a c t s  a s  a  r u d d e r  on  a  s hip.  
In  d rinking,  t h e  k a n g a roo  laps.   I t  is r e m a rk a ble
t h a t  t h ey a r e  n eve r  foun d  in a  fa t  s t a t e ,  b ein g  inva ria bly
lea n.   Of t h e  fles h  w e  alw ays  e a t  wi th  avidi ty,
b u t  in E u rop e  it  wo uld  no t  b e  r ecko n e d  a  d elicacy. 
A r a nk  flavou r  for m s  t h e  p rincip al objec tion  to  i t. 
The  t ail is a ccou n t e d  t h e  m os t  d elicious  p a r t ,  w h e n
s t e w e d.
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Hith e r to  I h av e  s pok e n  only of t h e  la r g e,  o r  g r ey
k a n g a roo, to  w hich  t h e  n a tives  give  t h e  n a m e  of ’pa t a g a r a n’.*
But  t h e r e  a r e  (be sid es  t h e  k a n g a roo-r a t)  t wo  o th e r
so r t s .   On e  of t h e m  w e  c alled  t h e  r e d  k a n g a roo,
fro m  t h e  colou r  of it s  fur, w hich  is like  t h a t  of a
h a r e ,  a n d  so m e ti m es  is min gle d  wi th  a  la r g e  po r tion
of bl ack:  t h e  n a t ives  c all it  ‘bag a r ay’. 
I t  r a r ely a t t ains  to  m o r e  t h a n  for ty po u n d s  w eigh t .  
The  t hi rd  so r t  is ve ry r a r e ,  a n d  in t h e  for m a tion
of it s  h e a d  r e s e m bles  t h e  oposs u m.   The  ka n g a roo-r a t
is a  s m all a ni m al, n eve r  r e a c hing,  a t  it s  u t m os t  g row t h,
m o r e  t h a n  fou r t e e n  o r  fift e e n  po u n d s,  a n d  its  u s u al
size  is no t  a bove  s eve n  o r  eig h t  po u n d s.   I t  joins
to  t h e  h e a d  a n d  b ri s tl es  of a  r a t  t h e  lea ding  dis tinc tions
of a  ka n g a roo, by  r u n nin g  w h e n  p u r s u e d  on  it s  hind
legs  only, a n d  t h e  fe m ale  h aving  a  po uc h.   U nlike
t h e  ka n g a roo, w ho  a p p e a r s  to  h ave  no  fixed  pl ac e  of
r e sid e nc e ,  t his  lit tl e  a ni m al cons t r u c t s  for  i ts elf
a  n e s t  of g r a s s ,  on  t h e  g ro u n d,  of a  ci rc ul a r  figu r e ,
a bo u t  t e n  inch e s  in di a m e t er, wi th  a  hole  on  on e  side
for  t h e  c r e a t u r e  to  e n t e r  a t ;  t h e  inside  b eing  line d
wi th  a  fine r  so r t  of g r a s s ,  ve ry soft  a n d  do w ny. 
But  it s  m a n n e r  of c a r rying  t h e  m a t e ri als  wi th  w hich
it  b uilds  t h e  n e s t  is t h e  g r e a t e s t  c u riosi ty: 
by  e n t wining  it s  t ail (which,  like  t h a t  of all t h e
k a n g a roo  t r ib e,  is long,  flexible  a n d  m u s c ula r)  a ro u n d
w h a t eve r  i t w a n t s  to  r e m ove,  a n d  t h us  d r a g ging  alon g
t h e  loa d  b e hin d  it.  This a ni m al is good  to  e a t ;
b u t  w h e t h e r  it b e  m o r e  p rolific a t  a  bi r t h  t h a n  t h e
k a n g a roo, I know  no t.

[k a n garoo w a s  a na m e  u n k no w n  to  t h e m  for any  ani mal,
u n til w e  in trod uc e d  it.   W h e n  I s ho w e d  Colbe e
t h e  co w s  brou g h t  ou t  in  t h e  Gorgon,  h e  as k e d  m e  if
t h e y  w e r e  k a n garoos.]
The  India n s  so m e ti m e s  kill t h e  ka n g a roo; b u t  t h ei r
g r e a t e s t  d e s t roye r  is t h e  wild dog,* w ho  feeds  on
t h e m.   Im m e dia t ely on  h e a rin g  o r  s e eing  t hi s  for mid a ble
e n e my, t h e  k a n g a roo  flies  to  t h e  t hickes t  cover, in
w hich,  if h e  c a n  involve  hi m s elf, h e  g e n e r ally e s c a p e s .  
In  r u n nin g  to  t h e  cover, t h ey alw ays,  if possible,
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k e e p  in p a t h s  of t h ei r  ow n  for min g,  to  avoid  t h e  hig h
g r a s s  a n d  s t u m p s  of t r e e s  w hic h  mig h t  b e  s ticking  u p
a m o n g  it to  wo u n d  t h e m  a n d  imp e d e  t h ei r  cou r s e .

[I onc e  fou n d  in t h e  w ood s  t h e  gr ea t e s t  par t  of
a k a n garoo jus t  k illed  b y  t h e  do gs,  w hich  afford e d
to  t hr e e  of  u s  a m o s t  w elco m e  re pas t .   M ar ks  of
it s  t urns  and  s tr u g gle s  on  t h e  grou n d  w e r e  v ery  visible.  
T his  ha p p e n e d  in t h e  e v e nin g,  an d  t h e  dog s  probably
had  s e e n  u s  ap proach  an d  ha d  ru n  a way.  At  dayligh t
n e x t  m or ning  t h e y  salu t e d  u s  wi t h  m o s t  dr eadf ul ho wling
for t h e  loss  of  t h eir pr ey.]
Ou r  m e t ho ds  of killing  t h e m  w e r e  b u t  t wo; ei t h e r  w e
s ho t  t h e m,  o r  h u n t e d  t h e m  with  g r eyho u n d s.   We
w e r e  n eve r  a bl e  to  e n s n a r e  t h e m.   Thos e  s po r t s m e n
w ho  r elied  on  t h e  g u n  s eldo m  m e t  wi th  s ucc e s s,  u nl e s s
t h ey sl ep t  n e a r  cove r s ,  in to  w hich  t h e  ka n g a roos  w e r e
wo n t  to  r e ti r e  a t  nigh t,  a n d  w a tc h e d  wi th  g r e a t  c a u tion
a n d  vigilanc e  w h e n  t h e  g a m e,  in t h e  m o r nin g,  s allied
for t h  to  fee d.   They w e r e ,  how ever, so m e ti m e s  s tole n
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in  u po n  in t h e  d ay-ti m e  a n d  t h a t  fascin a tion  of t h e
eye,  w hich  h a s  b e e n  by so m e  a u t ho r s  so  m u c h  insis t e d
u po n,  so  fa r  a c t s  on  t h e  ka n g a roo  t h a t  if h e  fixes
his  eye  u po n  a ny on e,  a n d  no  o t h e r  objec t  m ove  a t
t h e  s a m e  tim e,  h e  will oft e n  con tin u e  m o tionle ss,
in  s t u pid  g az e,  w hile  t h e  s po r t s m a n  a dva nc e s  wi th  m e a s u r e d
s t e p ,  tow a r d s  hi m,  u n til wi thin  r e a c h  of his  g u n.  
The  g r eyho u n ds  for  a  long  ti m e  w e r e  inca p a ble  of t akin g
t h e m; b u t  wi th  a  b r a c e  of dog s,  if no t  n e a r  cove r
a  ka n g a roo  al mos t  alw ays  falls, sinc e  t h e  g r eyhou n d s
h ave  a c q ui r e d  by p r a c tice  t h e  p rop e r  m e t ho d  of fas t e ning
u po n  t h e m.   N ev e r t h el es s  t h e  do gs  a r e  of te n  mis e r a bly
to r n  by t h e m.   The  ro u g h  wi ry g r eyhou n d  s uffe r s
lea s t  in t h e  conflic t ,  a n d  is m o s t  p rize d  by t h e  h u n t e r s .

Ot h e r  q u a d r u p e d s,  b e sid e s  t h e  wild  dog,  consis t  only
of t h e  flying  s q ui r r el,  of t h r e e  kinds  of oposs u m s
a n d  so m e  min u t e  a ni m als,  u s u ally m a rk e d  by t h e  dis tinc tion
w hich  so  p e c ulia rly c h a r a c t e rizes  t h e  oposs u m  t rib e.  
The  r a t s ,  soon  af t e r  ou r  landing,  b e c a m e  no t  only n u m e ro us
b u t  for mid a ble,  fro m  t h e  d e s t r uc tion  t h ey  occa sion e d
in t h e  s to r e s .   La t t e rly t h ey h a d  al mos t  dis a p p e a r e d ,
t hou g h  to  a ccou n t  for  t h ei r  a b s e nc e  w e r e  no t  e a sy. 
The  firs t  ti m e  Colbe e  s a w  a  m o nk ey, h e  c alled  ‘wur r a’
(a  r a t); b u t  on  ex a mining  it s  p a w s  h e  exclaim e d  wi th
a s tonish m e n t  a n d  aff righ t ,  ‘mulla’ (a
m a n).

At t h e  h e a d  of t h e  bi rd s  t h e  c a s sow a ry  o r  e m u,  s t a n d s
con s picuous.   The  p rin t  of it  w hich  h a s  al r e a dy
b e e n  given  to  t h e  p u blic is so  a cc u r a t e  for  t h e  m o s t
p a r t ,  t h a t  it  wo uld  b e  m align a n t  c ri ticis m  in a  wo rk
of t his  kind  to  poin t  ou t  a  few t rifling  d efec t s.

H e r e  a g ain  n a t u r alis t s  m u s t  look forw a r d  to  t h a t  infor m a tion
w hich  long e r  a n d  m o r e  in tim a t e  knowle d g e  of t h e  fea t h e r e d
t rib e  t h a n  I c a n  s u p ply, s h all a p p e ar.  I h ave
n eve r t h el e s s  h a d  t h e  good  for tu n e  to  s e e  w h a t  w a s  n eve r
s e e n  b u t  onc e,  in t h e  cou n t ry  I a m  d e s c ribing,  by
E u ro p e a n s—a  h a tc h,  o r  flock, of youn g  c a ssow a rie s
wi th  t h e  old  bi rd.   I cou n t e d  t e n,  b u t  o th e r s  s aid
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t h e r e  w e r e  tw elve.   We c a m e  s u d d e nly u po n  t h e m,
a n d  t h ey r a n  u p  a  hill ex ac tly like  a  flock of t u rk eys,
b u t  so  fas t  t h a t  w e  could  no t  g e t  a  s ho t  a t  t h e m.  
The  la r g es t  c a s sow a ry  eve r  killed  in t h e  s e t tl e m e n t,
w eig h e d  nin e ty-fou r  po u n d s.   Th r e e  you n g  on e s,
w hich  h a d  b e e n  by a c cide n t  s e p a r a t e d  fro m  t h e  d a m,
w e r e  onc e  t ak e n  a n d  p r e s e n t e d  to  t h e  gove r nor. 
They w e r e  no t  la r g e r  t h a n  so  m a ny p ulle t s ,  a l t ho u g h
a t  fir s t  sigh t  t h ey a p p e a r e d  to  b e  so  fro m  t h e  len g t h
of t h ei r  n e cks  a n d  legs.   They w e r e  ve ry b e a u tifully
s t ripe d,  a n d  fro m  t h ei r  t e n d e r  s t a t e  w e r e  jud g e d  to
b e  no t  m o r e  t h a n  t h r e e  o r  fou r  d ays  old.   They
lived  only a  few d ays.
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A single  e g g,  t h e  p ro d u c tion  of a  c a s sow a ry, w a s  picke d
u p  in a  d e s e r t  pl ac e,  d ro p p e d  on  t h e  s a n d,  wi thou t
cove rin g  o r  p ro t ec tion  of a ny kind.   I t s  for m
w a s  n e a rly a  p e rfec t  ellipsis; a n d  t h e  colou r  of t h e
s h ell a  d a rk  g r e e n,  full of li t tl e  ind e n t s  on  it s
s u rfac e.   I t  m e a s u r e d  el eve n  inch e s  a n d  a  h alf
in  ci rc u mfe r e nc e ,  five inch e s  a n d  a  q u a r t e r  in h eigh t ,
a n d  w eig h e d  a  pou n d  a n d  a  q u a r t er.  Afte r w a r d s
w e  h a d  t h e  good  for t u n e  to  t ak e  a  n e s t .   I t  w a s
foun d  by a  soldie r  in a  s e q u e s t e r e d  soli t a ry si t u a tion,
m a d e  in a  p a t c h  of lofty fe r n  a bo u t  t h r e e  fee t  in
di a m e t er, r a t h e r  of a n  oblong  s h a p e  a n d  co m pos e d  of
d ry  leaves  a n d  to ps  of fe r n  s t alks,  ve ry ina r tificially
p u t  tog e t h er.  The  hollow in w hich  lay t h e  e g g s,
t w elve  in n u m b er, s e e m e d  m a d e  solely by t h e  p r e s s u r e
of t h e  bi rd.   The  e g g s  w e r e  r e g ula rly pl ac e d  in
t h e  following  posi tion.

O
O   O   O
O   O   O   O   O
O       O       O

The  soldier, ins t e a d  of g r e e dily plun d e ring  hi s  p rize,
co m m u nic a t e d  t h e  discove ry to  a n  officer, w ho  im m e dia t ely
s e t  ou t  for  t h e  s po t .   Wh e n  t h ey h a d  a r rive d  t h e r e
t h ey con tin u e d  for  a  long  tim e  to  s e a r c h  in vain  for
t h ei r  objec t ,  a n d  t h e  soldie r  w a s  jus t  a bo u t  to  b e
s tig m a tize d  wi th  igno r a n c e,  c r e d uli ty o r  impos t u r e ,
w h e n  s u d d e nly u p  s t a r t e d  t h e  old  bi rd  a n d  t h e  t r e a s u r e
w a s  foun d  a t  t h ei r  fee t .

The  food of t h e  c a s sow a ry  is ei t h e r  g r a s s,  o r  a  yellow
b ell-flow e r  g ro wing  in t h e  s w a m p s.   I t  d e s e rve s
r e m a rk,  t h a t  t h e  n a tives  d e ny t h e  c a s sow a ry to  b e
a  bi r d,  b e c a u s e  it do es  no t  fly.

Of o th e r  bi rd s  t h e  va rie ti e s  a r e  ve ry n u m e ro us.  
Of t h e  p a r ro t  t r ibe  alon e  I could,  w hile  I a m  w ri ting,
cou n t  u p  fro m  m e m o ry fou r t e e n  diffe r e n t  so r t s .  
H a w ks  a r e  ve ry n u m e ro us,  so  a r e  q u ails.  A single
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s nip e  h a s  b e e n  s ho t.   Ducks,  g e e s e  a n d  o t h e r  a q u a tic
bi r d s  a r e  oft e n  s e e n  in  la r g e  flocks,  b u t  a r e  u nive r s ally
so  s hy, t h a t  it  is foun d  difficul t  to  s hoo t  t h e m.  
So m e  of t h e  s m alle r  bi rd s  a r e  ve ry b e a u tiful, b u t
t h ey a r e  no t  r e m a r k a ble  for  ei t h e r  s w e e t n e s s,  o r  va rie ty
of no t e s.   To on e  of t h e m,  no t  bigg e r  t h a n  a  to m ti t ,
w e  h ave  give n  t h e  n a m e  of coa c h-w hip,  fro m  its  no t e
exa c tly r e s e m bling  t h e  s m a ck  of a  w hip.   The  cou n t ry,
I a m  of opinion, would  a bo u n d  wi th  bi r d s  did  no t  t h e
n a tives,  by p e r p e t u ally s e t ting  fir e  to  t h e  g r a s s
a n d  b u s h e s,  d e s t roy t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  of t h e  n e s t s;
a  c a u s e  w hic h  al so  con t rib u t e s  to  r e n d e r  s m all q u a d r u p e d s
sc a rc e .   They a r e  b e sid es  r ave no usly fond  of e g g s
a n d  e a t  t h e m  w h e r eve r  t h ey  find  t h e m.   They c all
t h e  ro e  of a  fish  a n d  a  bi rd’s e g g  by on e  n a m e.

So  m u c h  h a s  b e e n  s aid  of t h e  a b u n d a n c e  in w hich  fish
a r e  foun d  in t h e  h a r bo u r s  of N e w  Sou t h  Wales  t h a t
it  looks  like  d e t r a c tion  to  oppos e  a  con t r a dic tion.  
So m e  s h a r e  of knowled g e  m ay, how ever, b e  s u p pos e d  to
b elon g  to  exp e rie nc e .   M a ny a  nigh t  h ave  I toiled
(in t h e  tim e s  of dis t r e s s) on  t h e  p u blic s e rvice,
fro m  fou r  o’clock in  t h e  af t e r noo n  u n til eigh t
o’clock n ext  m o r ning,  h a uling  t h e  s ein e  in ev e ry
p a r t  of t h e  h a r bo u r  of Por t  Jackson:   a n d  af t e r
a  ci rc ui t  of m a ny miles  a n d  b e t w e e n  t w e n ty a n d  t hi r ty
h a uls,  s eldo m  m o r e  t h a n  a  h u n d r e d  po u n d s  of fish  w e r e
t ak e n.   H ow ever, it so m e tim e s  h a p p e n s  t h a t  a  glu t
e n t e r s  t h e  h a r bo ur, a n d  for  a  few d ays  t h ey  s ufficie n tly
a bo u n d.   Bu t  t h e  u nive r s al  voice  of all p rofes s e d
fish e r m e n  is t h a t  t h ey n eve r  fish e d  in  a  co u n t ry  w h e r e
s ucc e s s  w a s  so  p r e c a rious  a n d  u nc e r t ain.
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I s h all no t  p r e t e n d  to  e n u m e r a t e  t h e  va rie ty of fish
w hich  a r e  foun d.   They a r e  s e e n  fro m  a  w h ale  to
a  g u d g eo n.   In  t h e  in t e r m e dia t e  cl as s e s  m ay  b e
r e cko n e d  s h a rks  of a  m o n s t ro us  size,  sk ai t,  r ock-cod,
g r ey-m ulle t ,  b r e a m,  ho r s e-m a ck a r el, now  a n d  t h e n  a
sole  a n d  john  do ry, a n d  innu m e r a ble  o th e r s  u nk now n
in E u ro p e,  m a ny of w hich  a r e  ex t r e m ely d elicious ,  a n d
m a ny  hig hly b e a u tiful.  At t h e  top  of t h e  lis t ,
a s  a n  a r ticle  of food, s t a n d s  a  fish,  w hic h  w e  n a m e d
ligh t-ho r s e m a n.   The  r elish  of t his  exc ellen t  fish
w a s  inc r e a s e d  by ou r  n a tives,  w ho  poin t e d  ou t  to  u s
its  d elicaci es.   N o  e picu r e  in E n gla n d  could  pick
a  h e a d  wi th  m o r e  gl e e  a n d  d ex t e ri ty t h a n  t h ey do  t h a t
of a  ligh t-ho r s e m a n.

Re p tile s  in t h e  s w a m p s  a n d  cove r s  a r e  n u m e ro us.  
Of s n ak es  t h e r e  a r e  t wo  o r  t h r e e  so r t s:   b u t  w h e t h e r
t h e  bi t e  of a ny of t h e m  b e  m o r t al,  o r  ev e n  veno mo us,
is so m e w h a t  dou b tful.  I know  b u t  of on e  w ell a t t e s t e d
ins t a nc e  of a  bi t e  b ein g  r e c eive d  fro m  a  s n ak e.  
A soldie r  w a s  bi t t e n  so  a s  to  d r a w  blood,  a n d  t h e
wo u n d  h e al e d  a s  a  sim ple  incision  u s u ally do e s  wi thou t
s h e win g  a ny sy m pto m  of m aligni ty.  A do g  w a s  r e po r t e d
to  b e  bi t t e n  by  a  s n a k e,  a n d  t h e  a ni m al s w elled  a n d
die d  in g r e a t  a go ny.  Bu t  I will by no  m e a n s  affir m
t h a t  t h e  c a u s e  of his  d e a t h  w a s  fai rly a s c e r t ain e d.  
I t  is, how ever, c e r t ain  t h a t  t h e  n a tives  s how, on
all occ asions,  t h e  u t mos t  ho r ro r  of t h e  s n ak e,  a n d
will no t  e a t  it, a l t ho u g h  t h ey e s t e e m  liza r d s,  go a n n a s ,
a n d  m a ny  ot h e r  r e p tiles  d elicious  fa r e .   On  t his
occ a sion  t h ey alw ays  obs e rve  t h a t  if t h e  s n ak e  bi t e s
t h e m,  t h ey b eco m e  la m e,  b u t  w h e t h e r  by  t hi s  t h ey  m e a n
t e m po r a ry o r  las ting  la m e n e s s  I do  no t  p r e t e n d  to  d e t e r min e.  
I h ave  oft e n  e a t e n  s n ak e s  a n d  alw ays  foun d  t h e m  p ala t a bl e
a n d  n u t ri tive,  t hou g h  it w a s  difficul t  to  s t e w  t h e m
to  a  t e n d e r  s t a t e .

S u m m e r  h e r e ,  a s  in  all o th e r  cou n t ri e s,  b r ings  wi th
it  a  long  list  of ins ec t s.   In  t h e  n eigh bo r hood
of rive r s  a n d  m o r a s s e s,  m o s q ui to es  a n d  s a n dflies  a r e
n eve r  w a n tin g  a t  a ny s e a son,  b u t  a t  Sydn ey t h ey a r e
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s eldo m  n u m e ro us  o r  t ro u bleso m e.   The  m o s t  n a u s eo us
a n d  d e s t r u c tive  of all t h e  ins ec t s  is a  fly w hich
blows  no t  e g gs  b u t  la rg e  living  m a g go t s,  a n d  if t h e
body of t h e  fly b e  op e n e d  it  is foun d  full of t h e m.  
Of a n t s  t h e r e  a r e  s eve r al  so r t s ,  on e  of w hich  bi t e s
ve ry s eve r ely.  The  w hi t e  a n t  is so m e ti m e s  s e e n .  
S pid e r s  a r e  la r g e  a n d  n u m e ro u s.   Thei r  w e b s  a r e
no t  only t h e  s t ron g e s t ,  b u t  t h e  fine s t ,  a n d  m o s t  silky
I eve r  fel t.   I h av e  of t e n  t ho u g h t  t h ei r  labou r
mig h t  b e  t u r n e d  to  a dv a n t a g e .   I t  h a s ,  I b elieve,
b e e n  p rove d  t h a t  s pid e r s ,  w e r e  i t no t  for  t h ei r  q u a r r elso m e
dis posi tion  w hich  ir ri t a t e s  t h e m  to  a t t a ck  a n d  d e s t roy
e a c h  o t h er, mig h t  b e  e m ploye d  m o r e  p rofit a bly t h a n
silk-wo r m s.

The  h a r din es s  of so m e  of t h e  ins ec t s  d e s e rves  to  b e
m e n tion e d.   A b e e tl e  w a s  im m e r s e d  in p roof s pi ri t s
for  fou r  ho u r s,  a n d  w h e n  t ak e n  ou t  c r a wle d  a w ay al mos t
im m e dia t ely.  I t  w a s  a  s e con d  ti m e  im m e r s e d,  a n d
con tinu e d  in a  gl a s s  of r u m  for  a  d ay a n d  a  nigh t,
a t  t h e  expi r a tion  of w hich  p e riod  it s till s ho w e d
sy m p to m s  of life.  Pe r h a p s,  how ever, w h a t  I fro m
igno r a nc e  d e e m  wo n d e rful is co m m o n.
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*****

The  las t  b u t  t h e  m o s t  impo r t a n t  p ro d uc tion  ye t  r e m ains
to  b e  conside r e d .   Wh e t h e r  plodding  in London,
r e e king  wit h  h u m a n  blood  in Pa ris  o r  w a n d e ring  a mids t
t h e  solit a ry  wilds  of N e w  So u t h  Wales—M a n
is eve r  a n  objec t  of in t e r e s t ,  c u riosi ty a n d  r eflec tion.

The  n a tives  a ro u n d  Por t  Jackson  a r e  in p e r son  r a t h e r
m o r e  dimin u tive  a n d  sligh t e r  m a d e,  e s p e ci ally a bo u t
t h e  t highs  a n d  legs,  t h a n  t h e  E u rop e a n s.   I t  is
do u b tful w h e t h e r  t h ei r  socie ty con t ain e d  a  p e r so n  of
six fee t  hig h.   The  t alles t  I eve r  m e a s u r e d ,  r e ac h e d
five  fee t  el eve n  inch e s,  a n d  m e n  of hi s  h eig h t  w e r e
r a r ely s e e n.   Ban e elon, w ho  tow e r e d  a bove  t h e  m ajori ty
of his  cou n t ry m e n,  s tood  b a r ely five fee t  eig h t  inch e s
hig h.   His  o th e r  p rincip al di m e n sions  w e r e  a s
follows: 
Girth of the Chest. 2 feet 10 inches Girth of the Belly. 2 feet 6 1/2 inches Girth of the 
Thigh. 18 1/8 inches Girth of the Leg at the Calf. 12 1/8 inches Girth of the Leg at the 
Small. 10 inches Girth of arm half way between the shoulder and elbow. 9 inches
Ins t a nc es  of n a t u r al  d efo r mi ty a r e  sc a r c e ,  no r  did
w e  ev e r  s e e  on e  of t h e m  lef t-h a n d e d.   They a r e ,
ind e e d,  n e a rly a m bid ext e r;  b u t  t h e  s wo r d,  t h e  s p e a r
a n d  t h e  fish-gig  a r e  alw ays  u s e d  wit h  t h e  rig h t  h a n d.  
Their  m u s c ula r  forc e  is no t  g r e a t ;  b u t  t h e  pliancy
of t h ei r  limbs  r e n d e r s  t h e m  ve ry a c tive.   “Give
to  civilize d  m a n  all hi s  m a c hin es ,  a n d  h e  is s u p e rio r
to  t h e  s ava g e;  b u t  wi t ho u t  t h e s e ,  how  infe rio r  is
h e  foun d  on  op posi tion,  eve n  m o r e  so  t h a n  t h e  s ava g e
in t h e  fi r s t  ins t a n c e .”  Thes e  a r e  t h e  wor ds
of Rous s e a u,  a n d  like  m a ny m o r e  of his  posi tions  m u s t
b e  r e c eived  wi t h  limi t a tion.   Were  a n  u n a r m e d
E n glish m a n  a n d  a n  u n a r m e d  N e w  H olla n d e r  to  e n g a g e,
t h e  la t t er, I t hink,  would  fall.

Mr. Cook s e e m s  incline d  to  b elieve  t h e  cove ring  of
t h ei r  h e a d s  to  b e  wool.  Bu t  t his  is e r ro n eo u s.  
I t  is c e r t ainly h air, w hich  w h e n  r e g ula rly co m b e d
b eco m e s  soon  n e a rly a s  flexible  a n d  docile  a s  ou r  ow n.  
Their  t e e t h  a r e  no t  so  w hi t e  a n d  good  a s  t hos e  g e n e r ally
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foun d  in India n  n a t ions,  exc e p t  in t h e  c hild r e n ,  b u t
t h e  infe rio ri ty o rigin a t e s  in  t h e m s elves.   They
bi t e  s ticks,  s to n e s ,  s h ells  a n d  all o th e r  h a r d  s u bs t a nc e s ,
indisc ri min a t ely wi th  t h e m,  w hic h  q uickly d e s t roys
t h e  e n a m el  a n d  gives  t h e m  a  jag g e d  a n d  u n eve n  a p p e a r a n c e .  
A high  for e h e a d,  wi t h  p ro min e n t  ove r h a n ging  ey e b row s,
is t h ei r  le a din g  c h a r a c t e ris tic, a n d  w h e n  it do e s
no t  op e r a t e  to  d e s t roy all op e n n e s s  of cou n t e n a nc e
gives  a n  ai r  of r e solu t e  digni ty to  t h e  a s p ec t ,  w hich
r e co m m e n d s,  in s pi t e  of a  t r u e  n e g ro  nos e,  t hick lips,
a n d  a  wid e  m o u t h.   The  p ro min e n t  s hin  bo n e,  so
inva ri a bly foun d  in t h e  Africa n s,  is no t ,  ho w ever,
s e e n.   Bu t  in a no t h e r  p a r ticula r  t h ey a r e  m o r e
alike.   The  r a nk  offensive  s m ell w hich  dis g us t s
so  m u c h  in t h e  n e g ro,  p r ev ails  s t ro n gly a m o n g  t h e m
w h e n  t h ey a r e  in  t h ei r  n a tive  s t a t e ,  b u t  it w e a r s  off
in  t hos e  w ho  h ave  r e sid e d  wit h  u s  a n d  h av e  b e e n  t a u g h t
h a bi t s  of cle a nlines s.   Thei r  h a n d s  a n d  fee t  a r e
s m all*, e s p e cially t h e  for m er.

181



Page 110

[I m e n tion e d  t his,  a m o n g  ot h er  circu m s ta nc e s,  to
colon el Gordon  w h e n  I w a s  a t  t h e  Cap e,  and  h e  told
m e  t ha t  it indicat e d  pov er t y  an d  inade q uacy  of  living.  
H e  ins tanc e d  to  m e  t h e  Ho t t e n to t s  an d  Caffre s.  
T h e  for m er  fare  poorly, an d  hav e  s m all han ds  an d  fe e t .  
T h e  Caffre s,  t h eir  n eigh bo urs,  liv e  ple n t eo u sly  an d
hav e  v ery  larg e  on e s .   T his  re m ar k  can no t  b e  ap plied
to  civiliz e d  na tions,  w h e r e  so  m a n y  fac ti tious  caus e s
op era t e .]
Their  ey es  a r e  full, bl ack  a n d  pie r cing,  b u t  t h e  al mos t
p e r p e t u al  s t r ain  in w hich  t h e  op tic  n e rve  is ke p t ,
by  looking  ou t  for  p r ey, r e n d e r s  t h ei r  sigh t  w e ak
a t  a n  e a r li e r  a g e  t h a n  w e  in g e n e r al  find  ou r s  affec t e d.  
The s e  la rg e  bl ack  eyes  a r e  u nive r s ally s h a d e d  by t h e
long  t hick  s w e e py ey elas h,  so  m u c h  p rize d  in a p p r e cia ting
b e a u ty, t h a t ,  p e r h a p s  h a r dly a ny fac e  is so  ho m ely
w hich  t his  aid  c a n no t  in  so m e  d e g r e e  r e n d e r  in t e r e s tin g;
a n d  h a r dly a ny so  lovely w hich,  wi tho u t  it, b e a r s
no t  so m e  t r ac e  of insipidi ty.  Thei r  to n e  of voice
is loud, b u t  no t  h a r s h.   I h ave  in  so m e  of t h e m
foun d  it ve ry pl e a sing.

Long evity, I t hink,  is s eldo m  a t t ain e d  by t h e m.  
U nc e a sing  a gi t a tion  w e a r s  ou t  t h e  a ni m al fr a m e  a n d
is u nf rie n dly to  len g t h  of d ays.   We h av e  s e e n
t h e m  g r ey  wi th  a g e ,  b u t  no t  old; p e r h a p s  n eve r  b eyon d
sixty ye a r s .   But  it  m ay  b e  s aid,  t h e  Ame rica n
India n,  in his  u n d e b a u c h e d  s t a t e ,  lives  to  a n  a dva nc e d
p e riod.   Tru e ,  b u t  h e  h a s  his  s e a so ns  of r e pos e .  
H e  r e a p s  his  lit tle  h a rve s t  of m aize  a n d  con tin u es
in idlen e s s  w hile  i t la s t s .   H e  kills  t h e  ro e b uck
o r  t h e  m oos e-d e er, w hich  m ain t ains  hi m  a n d  hi s  fa mily
for  m a ny d ays,  d u ring  w hich  c e ss a tion  t h e  m u s cle s
r e g ain  t h ei r  s p rin g  a n d  fit  hi m  for  fr e s h  toils. 
Whe r e a s  eve ry  s u n  a w a k es  t h e  n a tive  of N e w  Sou t h  Wales
(unle ss  a  w h ale  b e  t h row n  u po n  t h e  coa s t)  to  a  r e n e w al
of labour, to  p rovide  s u b sis t e n c e  for  t h e  p r e s e n t
d ay.

The  wo m e n  a r e  p ro po r tion ally s m alle r  t h a n  t h e  m e n.  
I n eve r  m e a s u r e d  b u t  t wo  of t h e m,  w ho  w e r e  bo t h,  I
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t hink,  a bo u t  t h e  m e diu m  h eigh t .   On e  of t h e m,  a
sis t e r  of Ba n e elon,  s tood  exac tly five  fee t  two  inch e s
hig h.   The  o t h er, n a m e d  Goor e e d e e a n a ,  w a s  s ho r t e r
by a  q u a r t e r  of a n  inc h.

But  I c a n no t  b r e a k  fro m  Goor e e d e e a n a  so  a b r u p tly. 
S h e  b elong e d  to  t h e  t r ib e  of Ca m e r a g al, a n d  r a r ely
c a m e  a m o n g  u s .   On e  d ay, ho w ever, s h e  e n t e r e d  my
ho us e  to  co m plain  of h u n g er.  S h e  exc elled  in b e a u ty
all t h ei r  fe m ales  I eve r  s aw.  H e r  a g e  a bo u t  eig h t e e n ,
t h e  firm n e s s,  t h e  sy m m e t ry  a n d  t h e  luxu ri ancy of h e r
boso m  mig h t  h ave  t e m p t e d  p ain ting  to  copy it s  c h a r m s.  
H e r  m o u t h  w a s  s m all a n d  h e r  t e e t h,  t ho u g h  expos e d  to
all t h e  d e s t r uc tive  p u r pos e s  to  w hich  t h ey a p ply t h e m,
w e r e  w hi t e,  sou n d  a n d  u n b rok e n.   H e r  cou n t e n a n c e,
t hou g h  m a rk e d  by so m e  of t h e  c h a r a c t e ri s tics  of h e r
n a tive  lan d,  w a s  dis ting uish e d  by a  sof tn e ss  a n d  s e n sibili ty
u n e q u alled  in  t h e  r e s t  of h e r  cou n t rywo m e n,  a n d  I
w a s  willing  to  b elieve  t h a t  t h e s e  t r ai t s  indic a t e d
t h e  dis posi tion  of h e r  min d.   I h a d  n eve r  b efo r e
s e e n  t his  el e g a n t  t imid  fe m ale,  of w ho m  I h a d  of t e n
h e a r d;  b u t  t h e  int e r e s t  I took in h e r  led  m e  to  q u e s tion
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h e r  a bo u t  h e r  h u s b a n d  a n d  fa mily.  S h e  a n s w e r e d
m e  by r e p e a ting  a  n a m e  w hich  I h ave  no w  forgo t t e n,
a n d  told  m e  s h e  h a d  no  c hild r e n .   I w a s  s eize d
wi th  a  s t ro n g  p ro p e n si ty to  lea r n  w h e t h e r  t h e  a t t r a c tions
of Goor e e d e e a n a  w e r e  s ufficien tly pow e rful to  s ec u r e
h e r  fro m  t h e  b r u t al  viole nc e  wi th  w hich  t h e  wo m e n
a r e  t r e a t e d,  a n d  a s  I foun d  my q u e s tion  ei th e r  ill
u n d e r s tood  o r  r eluc t a n tly a n s w e r e d,  I p roc e e d e d  to
exa min e  h e r  h e a d,  t h e  p a r t  on  w hich  t h e  h u s b a n d’s
ven g e a n c e  g e n e r ally aligh t s.   With  g ri ef I foun d
it  cove r e d  by con t u sions  a n d  m a n gled  by s c a r s .  
The  poo r  c r e a t u r e ,  g row n  by t his  ti m e  m o r e  confide n t
fro m  p e r c eiving  t h a t  I pi tie d  h er, poin t e d  ou t  a  wo u n d
jus t  a bove  h e r  left  kn e e  w hich  s h e  told  m e  w a s  r e c eive d
fro m  a  s p e ar, t h row n  a t  h e r  by a  m a n  w ho  h a d  la t ely
d r a g g e d  h e r  by force  fro m  h e r  ho m e  to  g r a tify hi s
lus t.   I af t e r w a r d s  obs e rve d  t h a t  t his  wou n d  h a d
c a u s e d  a  sligh t  la m e n e s s  a n d  t h a t  s h e  lim p e d  in w alking.  
I could  only co m p a s sion a t e  h e r  w ro n g s  a n d  sy m p a t hize
in h e r  misfo r t u n e s .   To allevia t e  h e r  p r e s e n t
s e n s e  of t h e m,  w h e n  s h e  took h e r  leave  I g ave  h er,
how ever, all t h e  b r e a d  a n d  s al t  po rk  w hich  my  li t tl e
s tock affo rd e d.

Afte r  t his  I n eve r  s a w  h e r  b u t  onc e ,  w h e n  I h a p p e n e d
to  b e  n e a r  t h e  h a r bo u r’s  m o u t h  in a  bo a t ,  wi t h
c a p t ain  Ball.  We m e t  h e r  in a  c a no e  wit h  s eve r al
m o r e  of h e r  s ex.   S h e  w a s  p ain t e d  for  a  b all, wi th
b ro a d  s t rip e s  of w hi t e  e a r t h,  fro m  h e a d  to  foot,  so
t h a t  s h e  no  long e r  looke d  like  t h e  s a m e  Goor e e d e e a n a .  
We offe r e d  h e r  s eve r al  p r e s e n t s,  a ll of w hic h  s h e  r e a dily
a c c e p t e d;  b u t  finding  ou r  e a g e r n e s s  a n d  solicit u d e
to  ins p e c t  h er, s h e  m a n a g e d  h e r  c a no e  wi th  s uc h  a d d r e s s
a s  to  elu d e  ou r  too  n e a r  a p p ro ac h,  a n d  a c t e d  t h e  coq u e t
to  a d mi r a tion.

To r e t u r n  fro m  t his  dig r e s sion  to  my s u bjec t ,  I h ave
only fa r t h e r  to  obs e rve  t h a t  t h e  e s ti m a tion  of fe m ale
b e a u ty a m o n g  t h e  n a tives  (th e  m e n  a t  le a s t)  is in
t his  cou n t ry t h e  s a m e  a s  in m os t  o t h e r s .   Were
a  N e w  Hollan d e r  to  po r t r ay  hi s  mis t r e s s,  h e  wo uld
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d r a w  h e r  t h e  ‘Venus  a ux b elles  fess e s’. 
Whe n eve r  Ban e elon  d e s c ribe d  to  u s  hi s  favou ri t e  fair,
h e  alw ays  p ain t e d  h e r  in t hi s, a n d  a no t h e r  p a r ticul ar,
a s  e min e n tly luxu ri a n t .

U ns a tisfied,  how ever, wi th  n a t u r al  b e a u ty (like  t h e
p eo ple  of all o th e r  cou n t rie s) t h ey s t rive  by  a d s ci ti tious
e m b ellish m e n t s  to  h eigh t e n  a t t r a c tion,  a n d  oft e n  wi th
a s  lit tle  s ucc e s s.   H e nc e  t h e  n ak e d  s av a g e  of N e w
Sou t h  Wales  pi e r c e s  t h e  s e p t u m  of his  nos e,  t h ro u g h
w hich  h e  r u n s  a  s tick o r  a  bo n e,  a n d  s c a rifies  hi s
body, t h e  c h a r m s  of w hich  inc r e a s e  in  p ropo r tion  to
t h e  n u m b e r  a n d  m a g ni tu d e  of s e a m s  by w hich  it is dis ting uis h e d.  
The  op e r a tion  is p e rfo r m e d  by m a king  t wo  longit u din al
incisions  wi th  a  s h a r p e n e d  s h ell, a n d  af t e r w a r d s  pinc hin g
u p  wi th  t h e  n ails  t h e  in t e r m e dia t e  s p a c e  of skin  a n d
flesh,  w hich  t h e r e by b e co m e s  conside r a bly el eva t e d
a n d  for m s  a  p ro min e n c e  a s  t hick  a s  a  m a n’s  finger. 
N o  do u b t  b u t  p ain  m u s t  b e  s eve r ely fel t  u n til t h e  wo u n d
b e  h e al ed.   Bu t  t h e  love  of o r n a m e n t  d efies  w e a k e r
con sid e r a tions,  a n d  no  E n glish  b e a u  c a n  b e a r  m o r e
s tou tly t h e  ext r a c tion  of hi s  t e e t h  to  m a k e  roo m  for
a  fre s h  s e t  fro m  a  c hi m n ey s w e e p er, o r  a  fai r  on e
s uffe r  h e r  t e n d e r  e a r s  to  b e  p e rfo r a t e d ,  wi th  m o r e
h e rois m  t h a n  t h e  g ri sly ny m p h s  on  t h e  b a nks  of Por t
Jackson,  s u b mit  t h ei r  s a ble  s ho uld e r s  to  t h e  r e m o r s el es s
lanc e t .
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Tha t  t h e s e  sc a rifica tions  a r e  in t e n d e d  solely to  inc r e a s e
p e r so n al  allu r e m e n t  I will no t ,  ho w ever, posi tively
affir m.   Similar, p e r h a p s ,  to  t h e  c a u s e  of a n
excision  of p a r t  of t h e  lit tle  fing e r  of t h e  left  h a n d
in t h e  wo m e n,  a n d  of a  fron t  too t h  in t h e  m e n;* o r
p ro b a bly af t e r  all ou r  conjec t u r e s ,  s u p e r s ti tious
c e r e m o nie s  by  w hich  t h ey ho p e  ei th e r  to  ave r t  evil
o r  to  p ro p a g a t e  good,  a r e  in t e n d e d.   The  colou rs
wi th  w hich  t h ey b e s m e a r  t h e  bo die s  of bo t h  s exes  pos sibly
d a t e  fro m  t h e  s a m e  co m mo n  o rigin.   Whit e  p ain t
is s t r ic tly a p p ro p ri a t e  to  t h e  d a nc e .   Re d  s e e m s
to  b e  u s e d  on  n u m b e rl e s s  occ a sions,  a n d  is conside r e d
a s  a  colou r  of les s  cons e q u e nc e.   I t  m ay  b e  r e m a rk e d
t h a t  t h ey t r a n sl a t e  t h e  e pi t h e t  w hi t e  w h e n  t h ey s p e a k
of u s ,  no t  by  t h e  n a m e  w hich  t h ey  a s sign  to  t his  w hi t e
e a r t h,  b u t  by t h a t  wi th  w hich  t h ey dis ting uish  t h e
p al m s  of t h ei r  h a n d s.

[It  is to  b e  obs erv e d  t ha t  n ei th er  of  t h e s e  c er e m o nie s
is u niv ersal, b u t  n early so.  W h y  t h er e  s ho uld
e xis t  e x e m p tions  I can no t  resolve.   T h e  m a n n er
of  e x e c u ting  t h e m  is as  follo w s.   Th e  fing er  is
ta k e n  off  by  m e a n s  of  a ligat ur e  (ge n erally a  sin e w
of a k a n garoo) ti e d  so  tig h t  as  to  s top  t h e  circulation
of  t h e  blood,  w hich  induc e s  m o r tifica tion  and  t h e  par t
drops  off.  I r e m e m b er  to  hav e  s e e n  Colb e e’s
c hild,  w h e n  abo u t  a  m o n t h  old,  on  w h o m  t his  op era tion
had  b e e n  jus t  p erfor m e d  by  h er  m o t h er.  T h e  lit tle
w r e tc h  s e e m e d  in pain,  an d  h er  han d  w a s  gr ea tly  s w elle d.  
B u t  t his  w a s  d e e m e d  too  trifling  a consid era tion  to
d e s erv e  re gard  in  a cas e  of  so  m u c h  i m por tanc e.
The  too t h  in t e n d e d  to  b e  t ak e n  ou t  is loos e n e d  by
t h e  g u m  b eing  sc a rified  on  bo t h  sid es  wi t h  a  s h a r p
s h ell.  The  e n d  of a  s tick  is t h e n  a p plied  to  t h e
too t h,  w hic h  is s t r u ck  g e n tly s eve r al  t im e s  wi t h  a
s ton e,  u n til it b eco m e s  e a sily m ove a ble,  w h e n  t h e
‘coup  d e  g r a c e’ is given  by a  s m a r t  s t roke .  
N o t with s t a n din g  t h e s e  p r e c a u tions,  I h av e  s e e n  a  consid e r a ble
d e g r e e  of s w elling  a n d  infla m m a tion  follow t h e  ext r a c tion.  
Im e e r a w a nye e,  I r e m e m b er, s uffe r e d  s eve r ely. 
Bu t  h e  bo as t e d  t h e  fi rm n e s s  a n d  h a r dihood  wi th  w hich
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h e  h a d  e n d u r e d  it.  I t  is s eldo m  p e rfo r m e d  on
t hos e  w ho  a r e  u n d e r  sixt e e n  ye a r s  old.]

As t his  le a d s  to  a n  impo r t a n t  s u bjec t  I s h all a t  onc e
discus s  it.   “H ave  t h e s e  p eo ple  a ny r eligion: 
a ny knowle d g e  of, o r  b elief in  a  d ei ty?—a ny
conc e p tion  of t h e  im mo r t ali ty of t h e  soul?” a r e
q u e s tions  w hic h  h ave  b e e n  of t e n  p u t  to  m e  sinc e  my
a r rival in  E n gla n d:   I s h all e n d e avou r  to  a n s w e r
t h e m  with  c a n do u r  a n d  s e rious n es s.

U n til b elief b e  e nligh t e n e d  by r evel a tion  a n d  c h a s t e n e d
by r e a so n,  r eligion  a n d  s u p e r s ti tion,  a r e  t e r m s  of
e q u al  impo r t .   On e  of ou r  e a rli es t  imp r e s sions
is t h e  cons cious n e s s  of a  s u p e rio r  pow er.  The
va rious  for m s  u n d e r  w hich  t his  imp r e s sion  h a s  m a nifes t e d
its elf a r e  objec t s  of t h e  m o s t  cu rious  s p e c ula tion.
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The  n a tive  of N e w  So u t h  Wales  b elieves  t h a t  p a r ticul a r
a s p e c t s  a n d  a p p e a r a n c e s  of t h e  h e ave nly bodie s  p r e dic t
good  o r  evil cons e q u e n c e s  to  him s elf a n d  hi s  fri en ds .  
H e  oft e n ti m es  c alls  t h e  s u n  a n d  m oo n  ‘wee r e e ,’
t h a t  is, m align a n t ,  p e r nicious.   S ho uld  h e  s e e
t h e  lea din g  fixed  s t a r s  (m a ny of w hich  h e  c a n  c all
by  n a m e)  obsc u r e d  by vapo u r s ,  h e  so m e ti m e s  dis r e g a r d s
t h e  o m e n,  a n d  so m e ti m e s  d r a w s  fro m  it t h e  m o s t  d r e a ry
conclusions .   I r e m e m b e r  Aba roo r u n nin g  in to  a
roo m  w h e r e  a  co m p a ny w a s  a s s e m ble d,  a n d  u t t e rin g  frigh tful
excla m a tions  of imp e n ding  misc hiefs  a bo u t  to  ligh t
on  h e r  a n d  h e r  cou n t ry m e n.   Whe n  q u e s tion e d  on
t h e  c a u s e  of s uc h  a gi t a tion  s h e  w e n t  to  t h e  doo r  a n d
poin t e d  to  t h e  skies ,  s aying  t h a t  w h e n eve r  t h e  s t a r s
wo r e  t h a t  a p p e a r a n c e ,  mi sfo r t u n e s  to  t h e  n a tives  alw ays
follow e d.   The  nig h t  w a s  cloudy a n d  t h e  ai r  di s t u r b e d
by m e t eo r s.   I h av e  h e a r d  m a ny  m o r e  of t h e m  t e s tify
si mila r  a p p r e h e n sions.

H ow eve r  involved  in d a rk n e s s  a n d  disfigu r e d  by e r ro r
s uc h  a  b elief b e ,  no  on e  will, I p r e s u m e,  d e ny t h a t
it  conveys  a  di r ec t  implica tion  of s u p e rio r  a g e ncy;
of a  po w e r  ind e p e n d e n t  of a n d  u ncon t rolled  by t hos e
w ho  a r e  t h e  objec t s  of its  ven g e a n c e.   Bu t  p roof
s tops  no t  h e r e .   Whe n  t h ey h e a r  t h e  t h u n d e r  roll
a n d  view t h e  livid gl a r e ,  t h ey  flee  t h e m  no t ,  b u t  r u s h
ou t  a n d  d e p r e c a t e  d e s t r u c tion.   They h av e  a  d a n c e
a n d  a  son g  a p p ro p ri a t e d  to  t hi s  a wful occ a sion,  w hich
con sis t  of t h e  wilde s t  a n d  m o s t  u ncou t h  nois e s  a n d
g e s t u r e s .   Would  t h ey a c t  s uc h  a  ce r e m o ny did  t h ey
no t  conc eive  t h a t  ei t h e r  t h e  t h u n d e r  i t s elf, o r  h e
w ho  di r ec t s  t h e  t h u n d er, mig h t  b e  p ropi ti a t e d  by  it s
p e rfo r m a n c e?   Tha t  a  living  in t ellec t u al  p rinciple
exis t s,  c a p a ble  of co m p r e h e n din g  t h ei r  p e ti tion  a n d
of ei t h e r  g r a n tin g  o r  d e nying  it?  They n eve r
a d d r e s s  p r aye r s  to  bo die s  w hich  t h ey  know to  b e  ina nim a t e ,
ei t h e r  to  implor e  t h ei r  p ro t ec tion  o r  ave r t  t h ei r
w r a t h .   Wh e n  t h e  g u m-t r e e  in a  t e m p e s t  no ds  ove r
t h e m;  o r  t h e  rock  ove r h a n ging  t h e  c ave r n  in  w hich  t h ey
sle e p  t h r e a t e n s  by  it s  fall to  c r u s h  t h e m,  t h ey  c alcula t e
(a s  fa r  a s  t h ei r  knowled g e  ext e n d s) on  p hysical p r inciple s,
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like  o th e r  m e n,  t h e  n e a r n e s s  a n d  m a g ni t u d e  of t h e
d a n g er, a n d  flee  i t a cco r dingly.  And ye t  t h e r e
is r e a son  to  b elieve  t h a t  fro m  a ccid e n t s  of t his  n a t u r e
t h ey s uffe r  m o r e  t h a n  fro m  ligh t ning.   Ba n e elon
onc e  s how e d  u s  a  c ave,  t h e  top  of w hich  h a d  falle n
in a n d  b u ri e d  u n d e r  it s  r uins,  s eve n  p eo ple  w ho  w e r e
sle e ping  u n d e r  it.

To d e sc e n d;  is no t  eve n  t h e  ridiculous  s u p e r s ti tion
of Colbe e  r el a t e d  in on e  of ou r  jou r ni es  to  t h e  H a w k e s b u ry? 
And a g ain  t h e  following  ins t a n c e .   Aba roo w a s
sick.  To cu r e  h er, on e  of h e r  ow n  s ex sligh tly
c u t  h e r  on  t h e  for e h e a d,  in a  p e r p e n dic ula r  di r ec tion
wi th  a n  oys t e r  s h ell, so  a s  jus t  to  fe tch  blood.  
S h e  t h e n  p u t  on e  e n d  of a  s t ri ng  to  t h e  wo u n d  a n d,
b e gin ning  to  sing,  h eld  t h e  o t h e r  e n d  to  h e r  ow n  g u m s,
w hich  s h e  r u b b e d  u n til t h ey  bl ed  copiously.  This
blood  s h e  con t e n d e d  w a s  t h e  blood  of t h e  p a tie n t ,
flowing  t h ro u g h  t h e  s t ri ng,  a n d  t h a t  s h e  wo uld  t h e r e by
soon  r e cover.  Aba roo b e c a m e  w ell, a n d  fir mly
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b elieve d  t h a t  s h e  ow e d  h e r  c u r e  to  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  s h e
h a d  r e c eived.   Are  no t  t h e s e ,  I s ay, links,  s u bo r din a t e
on e s  ind e e d,  of t h e  s a m e  golde n  ch ain?   H e  w ho
b elieves  in m a gic  confes s e s  s u p e r n a t u r al  a g e n cy, a n d
a  b elief of t his  so r t  ex t e n d s  fa r t h e r  in m a ny  p e r so n s
t h a n  t h ey a r e  willing  to  allow.  The r e  h ave  lived
m e n  so  inconsis t e n t  wi t h  t h ei r  ow n  p rinciples  a s  to
d e ny t h e  exis t e nc e  of a  God, w ho  h ave  n eve r t h el e s s
t u r n e d  p al e  a t  t h e  t ricks  of a  m o u n t e b a nk.

But  no t  to  m ul tiply a r g u m e n t s  on  a  s u bjec t  w h e r e  d e mo ns t r a tion
(a t  le a s t  to  m e)  is incon t e s t a bl e,  I s h all clos e  by
exp r e s sing  my  firm  b elief t h a t  t h e  India ns  of N e w
Sou t h  Wales  a ck nowle d g e  t h e  exis t e nc e  of a  s u p e rin t e n din g
d ei ty.  Of t h ei r  ide as  of t h e  o rigin  a n d  d u r a tion
of his  exis t e nc e;  of hi s  pow e r  a n d  c a p a ci ty; of hi s
b e nig ni ty o r  m al eficenc e;  o r  of t h ei r  ow n  e m a n a tion
fro m  hi m, I p r e t e n d  no t  to  s p e ak.   I h av e  oft e n,
in  co m m o n  with  o t h e r s ,  t ri e d  to  g ain  infor m a tion  fro m
t h e m  on  t his  h e a d;  b u t  w e  w e r e  alw ays  r e p uls e d  by
obs t acle s  w hich  w e  could  n ei t h e r  p a s s  by o r  s u r m o u n t.  
Mr. Daw e s  a t t e m p t e d  to  t e a c h  Aba roo so m e  of ou r  no tions
of r eligion,  a n d  ho p e d  t h a t  s h e  would  t h e r e by b e  induc e d
to  co m m u nic a t e  h e r s  in r e t u r n .   But  h e r  levity
a n d  love  of pl ay in a  g r e a t  m e a s u r e  d ef e a t e d  his  effo r t s ,
al t ho u g h  eve ry  t hing  h e  did  le a r n  fro m  h e r  s e rve d  to
confi r m  w h a t  is h e r e  a dv a nc e d.   I t  m ay  b e  r e m a rk e d,
t h a t  w h e n  t h ey a t t e n d e d  a t  c h u rc h  wi t h  u s  (which  w a s
a  co m m o n  p r a c tice) t h ey  alw ays  p r e s e rve d  p rofoun d  silenc e
a n d  d e c e n cy, a s  if cons cious  t h a t  so m e  r eligious  c e r e m o ny
on  ou r  sid e  w a s  p e rfo r min g.

The  q u e s tion  of, w h e t h e r  t h ey  b elieve  in t h e  im mo r t ality
of t h e  soul will t ak e  u p  ve ry lit tl e  tim e  to  a n s w er. 
They a r e  u nive r s ally fea rful of s pi ri t s .* They c all
a  s pi ri t  ‘ma w n’.  They oft e n  sc r u ple
to  a p p ro a c h  a  co r p s e ,  s aying  t h a t  t h e  ‘ma w n’
will s eize  t h e m  a n d  t h a t  it fas t e n s  u po n  t h e m  in t h e
nig h t  w h e n  a sle e p.** Wh e n  a s k e d  w h e r e  t h ei r  d e c e a s e d
frien d s  a r e  t h ey  alw ays  poin t  to  t h e  skie s.   To
b elieve  in  af t e r  exis t e nc e  is to  confe ss  t h e  im mor t ali ty
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of so m e  p a r t  of b eing.   To e n q ui r e  w h e t h e r  t h ey
a s sig n  a  ‘limit e d’ p e riod  to  s uc h  fut u r e
s t a t e  wo uld  b e  s u p e rfluous.   This  is on e  of t h e
s u b tle ti e s  of s p ec ula tion  w hich  a  s ava g e  m ay  b e  s u p pos e d
no t  to  h ave  conside r e d ,  wi thou t  imp e a c h m e n t  ei t h e r
of his  s a g a ci ty o r  h a p pin e s s.

[* “It  is r e m a r k a ble,” s ays  Cice ro,  “th a t
t h e r e  is no  n a t ion,  w h e t h e r  b a r b a ro u s  o r  civilized,
t h a t  do e s  no t  b elieve  in t h e  exis t e nc e  of s pi ri t s".]

[**As t h ey of t e n  e a t  to  s a ti e ty, eve n  to  p ro d uc e  sickn e s s ,
m ay no t  t hi s  b e  t h e  effec t  of a n  ove rloa d e d  s to m a c h:  
t h e  nig h t m a r e?]

Their  m a n n e r  of in t e r ring  t h e  d e a d  h a s  b e e n  a m ply
d e sc rib e d.   I t  is c e r t ain  t h a t  ins t e a d  of b u rying
t h ey so m e ti m es  b u r n  t h e  co r p s e;  b u t  t h e  c a u s e  of di s tinc tion
w e  know  no t.   A d e a d  bo dy, cove r e d  by a  c a no e,
a t  w hos e  side  a  s wor d  a n d  s hield  w e r e  pl ac e d  in s t a t e ,
w a s  onc e  discove r e d .   All t h a t  w e  could  lea r n
a bo u t  t his  impor t a n t  p e r so n a g e  w a s  t h a t  h e  w a s  a  ‘Gwee a g al’
(one  of t h e  t rib e  of Gw e e a)  a n d  a  c el e b r a t e d  w a r rior.
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To a p p r e cia t e  t h ei r  g e n e r al  pow e r s  of min d  is difficul t.  
Igno r a nc e ,  p r eju dic e,  t h e  forc e  of h a bi t,  con tin u ally
in t e rfe r e  to  p r ev e n t  disp a s sion a t e  judg m e n t .  
I h ave  h e a r d  m e n  so  u n r e a so n a ble  a s  to  exclaim  a t
t h e  s t u pidi ty of t h e s e  p eo ple  for  no t  co m p r e h e n din g
w h a t  a  s m all s h a r e  of r eflec tion  wo uld  h ave  t a u g h t
t h e m  t h ey ou g h t  no t  to  h av e  exp ec t e d.   And ot h e r s
a g ain  I h av e  h e a r d  so  s a n g uin e  in t h ei r  a d mi r a tion
a s  to  ex tol for  p roofs  of eleva t e d  g e niu s  w h a t  t h e
co m m o n e s t  a bili tie s  w e r e  c a p a ble  of exec u tin g.

If t h ey  b e  conside r e d  a s  a  n a tion  w hos e  g e n e r al  a dva nc e m e n t
a n d  a c q uisi tions  a r e  to  b e  w eig h e d,  t h ey  c e r t ainly
r a nk  ve ry low, eve n  in  t h e  sc al e  of s ava g e s .  
They m ay  p e r h a p s  di sp u t e  t h e  ri gh t  of p r e c e d e n c e  wi th
t h e  Ho t t e n to t s  o r  t h e  s hive ring  t r ibe s  w ho  inh a bi t
t h e  s ho r e s  of M a g ellan.   Bu t  how  infe rio r  do  t h ey
s how  w h e n  co m p a r e d  wi th  t h e  s u b tl e  Africa n;  t h e  p a ti e n t
w a t c hful Ame rica n;  o r  t h e  el e g a n t  ti mid  islan d e r  of
t h e  So u t h  S e a s.   Thou g h  s uffe ring  fro m  t h e  vicissi t u d e s
of t h ei r  clim a t e ,  s t r a n g e r s  to  clo thing,  t ho u g h  feeling
t h e  s h a r p n e s s  of h u n g e r  a n d  knowing  t h e  p r e c a rious n e s s
of s u p ply fro m  t h a t  el e m e n t  on  w hos e  s to r e s  t h ey p rincip ally
d e p e n d,  igno r a n t  of cul tiva ting  t h e  e a r t h—a
less  e nligh t e n e d  s t a t e  w e  s h all exclai m c a n  h a r dly
exis t .

Bu t  if fro m  g e n e r al  view w e  d e s c e n d  to  p a r ticula r
ins p ec tion,  a n d  exa min e  individu ally t h e  p e r son s  w ho
co m pos e  t his  co m m u ni ty, t h ey  will c e r t ainly ri s e  in
e s tim a tion.   In  t h e  n a r r a tive  p a r t  of t his  wo rk,
I h ave  e n d e avou r e d  r a t h e r  to  d e t ail info r m a tion  t h a n
to  d e d u c e  conclusions,  le aving  to  t h e  r e a d e r  t h e  exe r cise
of his  ow n  jud g m e n t .   The  b e h aviou r  of Arab a noo,
of Ban e elon, of Colbe e  a n d  m a ny o th e r s  is copiously
d e sc rib e d,  a n d  a s s u r e dly h e  w ho  s h all m a k e  jus t  allow a n c e
for  u nin s t r uc t e d  n a t u r e  will h a r dly a cc us e  a ny of
t hos e  p e r so n s  of s t u pidi ty o r  d eficiency of a p p r e h e n sion.

To offe r  my  ow n  opinion  on  t h e  s u bjec t,  I do  no t  h e si t a t e
to  d e cl a r e  t h a t  t h e  n a tives  of N e w  Sou t h  Wales  pos s e s s
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a  consid e r a ble  po r tion  of t h a t  a c u m e n,  o r  s h a r p n e s s
of in t ellec t,  w hich  b e s p e a ks  g e niu s.   All s ava g e s
h a t e  toil a n d  pl ac e  h a p pin es s  in inac tion,  a n d  n ei t h e r
t h e  a r t s  of civilized  life  c a n  b e  p r a c tise d  o r  t h e
a dva n t a g e s  of it felt  wi thou t  a p plica tion  a n d  labour. 
H e n c e  t h ey  r e sis t  knowle d g e  a n d  t h e  a do p tion  of m a n n e r s
a n d  c us to m s  diffe rin g  fro m  t h ei r  ow n.   The  p ro g r e s s
of r e a so n  is no t  only slow, b u t  m e c h a nic al.  “De
tou t e s  les  Ins t r uc tions  p ro p r e s  a  l’hom m e,  c elle
q u’il a c q uie r t  le  plu s  t a r d ,  e t  le  plus  difficile m e n t,
e s t  la  r aison  m e m e.”  The  t r a n q uil indiffe r e nc e
a n d  u ninq ui ring  eye  wi th  w hich  t h ey  s u rveye d  ou r  wo rks
of a r t  h ave  of t e n,  in my h e a ring,  b e e n  s tig m a tize d
a s  p roofs  of s t u pidi ty, a n d  w a n t  of r eflec tion.  
Bu t  s u r ely w e  s ho uld  di sc ri min a t e  b e t w e e n  igno r a n c e
a n d  d efec t  of u n d e r s t a n din g.   The  t r u t h  w a s,  t h ey
oft e n  n ei th e r  co m p r e h e n d e d  t h e  d e sig n  no r  conc eived
t h e  u tili ty of s uc h  wo rks ,  b u t  on  s u bjec t s  in a ny
d e g r e e  fa milia ris e d  to  t h ei r  ide as ,  t h ey  g e n e r ally
t e s tified  no t  only a c u t e n e s s  of disc e r n m e n t  b u t  a  la r g e
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po r tion  of good  s e n s e .   I h ave  alw ays  t hou g h t
t h a t  t h e  di s tinc tions  t h ey  s h e w e d  in t h ei r  e s ti m a t e
of u s ,  on  fir s t  e n t e rin g  in to  ou r  socie ty, s t ro n gly
dis playe d  t h e  la t t e r  q u ali ty:  w h e n  t h ey w e r e
led  in to  ou r  r e s p e c tive  ho u s e s ,  a t  onc e  to  b e  a s tonis h e d
a n d  a w e d  by ou r  s u p e rio ri ty, t h ei r  a t t e n tion  w a s  di r e c tly
t u r n e d  to  objec t s  wit h  w hich  t h ey  w e r e  a c q u ain t e d .  
They p a s s e d  wi tho u t  r a p t u r e  o r  e m o tion  ou r  n u m e ro u s
a r t ifices  a n d  con t riva nc e s ,  b u t  w h e n  t h ey s a w  a  collec tion
of w e a po ns  of w a r  o r  of t h e  skins  of a ni m als  a n d  bi rd s ,
t h ey  n eve r  failed  to  excl aim,  a n d  to  confe r  wi t h  e a c h
o th e r  on  t h e  s u bjec t .   The  m a s t e r  of t h a t  ho us e
b ec a m e  t h e  objec t  of t h ei r  r e g a r d ,  a s  t h ey conclud e d
h e  m u s t  b e  ei t h e r  a  r e now n e d  w a r rior, o r  a n  exp e r t
h u n t er.  Ou r  s u r g eo n s  g r e w  in to  t h ei r  e s t e e m  fro m
a  like  c a us e .   In  a  ve ry e a rly s t a g e  of in t e r cou r s e ,
s eve r al  n a tives  w e r e  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  a m p u t a tion  of a
leg.   Whe n  t h ey fir s t  p e n e t r a t e d  t h e  in t e n tion
of t h e  op e r a tor, t h ey w e r e  confoun d e d,  no t  b elieving
it  possible  t h a t  s uc h  a n  op e r a tion  co uld  b e  p e rfo r m e d
wi tho u t  loss  of life, a n d  t h ey c alled  alou d  to  hi m
to  d e si s t;  b u t  w h e n  t h ey s a w  t h e  to r r e n t  of blood
s top p e d,  t h e  vess els  t ak e n  u p  a n d  t h e  s t u m p  d r e s s e d,
t h ei r  ho r ro r  a n d  al a r m  yielde d  to  a s tonish m e n t  a n d
a d mi r a tion,  w hich  t h ey  exp r e s s e d  by t h e  loud es t  toke n s.  
If t h e s e  ins t a nc e s  b e s p e ak  no t  n a t u r e  a n d  good  s e n s e,
I h ave  yet  to  le a r n  t h e  m e a ning  of t h e  t e r m s.

If it  b e  a sk e d  w hy t h e  s a m e  in t ellige n t  s pi ri t  w hich
led  t h e m  to  con t e m pla t e  a n d  a p pla u d  t h e  s ucc e s s  of
t h e  s po r t s m a n  a n d  t h e  skill of t h e  s u r g e o n,  did  no t
e q u ally exci t e  t h e m  to  m e di t a t e  on  t h e  labou r s  of t h e
b uilde r  a n d  t h e  plou g h m a n,  I c a n  only a n s w e r  t h a t  w h a t
w e  s e e  in  it s  r e m o t e  c a u s e  is alw ays  m o r e  fee bly fel t
t h a n  t h a t  w hich  p r e s e n t s  to  ou r  im m e di a t e  g r a s p  bo t h
its  o rigin  a n d  effec t.

Their  le a ding  good  a n d  b a d  q u ali tie s  I s h all co ncis ely
touc h  u po n.   Of t h ei r  in t r e pidi ty no  do u b t  c a n
exis t .   Thei r  levity, t h ei r  fickle n e s s,  t h ei r
p a s sion a t e  ext r ava g a n c e  of c h a r a c t er, c a n no t  b e  d efe n d e d.  
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They a r e  ind e e d  s u d d e n  a n d  q uick  in q u a r r el; b u t  if
t h ei r  r e s e n t m e n t  b e  e a sily ro u s e d,  t h ei r  t hi r s t  of
r eve n g e  is no t  implac a ble.   Thei r  ho n e s ty, w h e n
t e m p t e d  by novel ty, is no t  u ni m p e ac h a ble,  b u t  in t h ei r
ow n  socie ty t h e r e  is good  r e a so n  to  b elieve  t h a t  few
b r e a c h e s  of i t occ ur.  I t  w e r e  w ell if simila r
p r ai s e  could  b e  give n  to  t h ei r  ve r aci ty:  b u t  t r u t h
t h ey n ei th e r  p rize  no r  p r a c tice.   Wh e n  t h ey wis h
to  d e c eive  t h ey  sc r u ple  no t  to  u t t e r  t h e  g ros s e s t
a n d  m os t  h a r d e n e d  lies.* Thei r  a t t a c h m e n t  a n d  g r a ti t u d e
to  t hos e  a m o n g  u s  w ho m  t h ey h ave  p rofess e d  to  love
h ave  alw ays  r e m ain e d  inviolable,  u nl e s s  effac e d  by
r e s e n t m e n t ,  fro m  s u d d e n  p rovoc a tion:  t h e n,  like
all o t h e r  India ns ,  t h e  imp uls e  of t h e  m o m e n t  is alon e
r e g a r d e d  by t h e m.

[T his  m a y  s erv e  to  accou n t  for t h e  con tradic tions
of  m a n y  of  t h eir  accou n t s  to  u s .]
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So m e  of t h ei r  m a n ufac t u r e s  di spl ay inge n ui ty, w h e n
t h e  r u d e  tools wi t h  w hich  t h ey  wo rk,  a n d  t h ei r  c el e ri ty
of exec u tion  a r e  consid e r e d.   The  c a no es ,  fish-gigs,
s wor ds ,  s hi elds,  s p e a r s ,  t h rowing  s ticks,  clubs,  a n d
h a t c h e t s,  a r e  m a d e  by t h e  m e n .   To t h e  wo m e n  a r e
co m mit t e d  t h e  fishing-lines ,  hooks  a n d  n e t s .  
As ve ry a m ple  collec tions  of all t h e s e  a r ticles  a r e
to  b e  foun d  in m a ny m u s e u m s  in E n gla n d,  I s h all only
b ri efly d e s c ribe  t h e  w ay in w hich  t h e  m o s t  r e m a r k a ble
of t h e m  a r e  m a d e.   The  fish-gigs  a n d  s p e a r s  a r e
co m m o nly (bu t  no t  u nive r s ally) m a d e  of t h e  long  s pi r al
s hoo t  w hich  a r is e s  fro m  t h e  top  of t h e  yellow g u m-t r e e,
a n d  b e a r s  t h e  flow er.  The  for m e r  h ave  s eve r al
p ro n g s,  b a r b e d  wi t h  t h e  bo n e  of ka n g a roo.  The
la t t e r  a r e  so m e ti m e s  b a r b e d  wi th  t h e  s a m e  s u b s t a n c e ,
o r  wit h  t h e  p rickle  of t h e  s ting-r ay, o r  wi th  s to n e
o r  h a r d e n e d  g u m,  a n d  so m e tim e s  sim ply poin t e d .  
Dexte ri ty in t h rowing  a n d  p a r rying  t h e  s p e a r  is consid e r e d
a s  t h e  hig h e s t  a c q ui r e m e n t .   The  child r e n  of bo t h
s exe s  p r a c tice  fro m  t h e  tim e  t h a t  t h ey a r e  a bl e  to
t h row  a  r u s h;  t h ei r  fi rs t  e s s ay.  I t  for m s  t h ei r
con s t a n t  r e c r e a tion.   They af t e r w a r d s  h e ave  a t
e a c h  o t h e r  wi th  poin t e d  t wigs.   H e  w ho  a c t s  on
t h e  d efe n sive  holds  a  pi ec e  of n e w  soft  b a rk  in t h e
lef t  h a n d,  to  r e p r e s e n t  a  s hield,  in w hich  h e  r e c eives
t h e  d a r t s  of t h e  a s s aila n t ,  t h e  poin t s  s ticking  in
it.  N o w  co m m e nc e s  his  t u r n.   H e  ext r a c t s
t h e  t wigs  a n d  d a r t s  t h e m  b a ck  a t  t h e  fir s t  t h row er,
w ho  c a t c h e s  t h e m  simila rly.  In  w a r din g  off t h e
s p e a r  t h ey n eve r  p r e s e n t  t h ei r  fron t ,  b u t  alw ays  t u r n
t h ei r  sid e,  t h ei r  h e a d  a t  t h e  s a m e  tim e  jus t  cle a r
of t h e  s hi eld,  to  w a tc h  t h e  fligh t  of t h e  w e a po n;
a n d  t h e  bo dy cove r e d .   If a  s p e a r  d ro p  fro m  t h e m
w h e n  t h u s  e n g a g e d,  t h ey do  no t  s toop  to  pick  it  u p,
b u t  hook it b e t w e e n  t h e  toe s  a n d  so  lift it  u n til
it  m e e t  t h e  h a n d.   Thus  t h e  eye  is n eve r  dive r t e d
fro m  its  objec t,  t h e  foe.   If t h ey  wis h  to  b r e a k
a  s p e a r  o r  a ny wood e n  s u bs t a nc e ,  t h ey  lay it  no t  a c ro s s
t h e  t high  o r  t h e  bo dy, b u t  u po n  t h e  h e a d,  a n d  p r e s s
dow n  t h e  e n d s  u n til it s n a p.   Their  s hields  a r e
of t wo  so r t s .   Tha t  c alle d  ‘ille mo n’
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is no t hing  b u t  a  pi ec e  of b a rk  wi t h  a  h a n dle  fixed
in t h e  inside  of i t.  The  o t h er, d u g  ou t  of solid
wood,  is c alled  ‘ar a goon’, a n d  is m a d e
a s  follows, wit h  g r e a t  labour.  On  t h e  b a rk  of
a  t r e e  t h ey m a r k  t h e  size  of t h e  s hi eld,  t h e n  dig  t h e
ou tline  a s  d e e p  a s  pos sible  in  t h e  wood  wi th  h a t c h e t s,
a n d  las tly flake  it off a s  t hick  a s  t h ey  c a n,  by  d riving
in w e d g e s .   The  s wor d  is a  la rg e  h e avy piec e  of
wood,  s h a p e d  like  a  s a b r e ,  a n d  c a p a ble  of inflic ting
a  m o r t al  wo u n d.   In  u sing  it  t h ey do  no t  s t rike
wi th  t h e  convex sid e,  b u t  wi th  t h e  conc ave  on e,  a n d
s t rive  to  hook in t h ei r  a n t a go nis t s  so  a s  to  h av e  t h e m
u n d e r  t h ei r  blows.   The  fishing-line s  a r e  m a d e
of t h e  b a rk  of a  s h r u b.   The  wo m e n  roll s h r e d s
of t his  on  t h e  insid e  of t h e  t hig h,  so  a s  to  twis t
it  tog e t h er, c a r efully inse r ting  t h e  e n d s  of eve ry
fre s h  piec e  in to  t h e  las t  m a d e .   They a r e  no t
a s  s t ron g  a s  lines  of e q u al  size  for m e d  of h e m p.  
The  fish-hooks  a r e  c hop p e d  wi th  a  s ton e  ou t  of a  p a r ticula r
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s h ell, a n d  af t e r w a r d s  r u b b e d  u n til t h ey b e co m e  s moot h.  
They a r e  ve ry m u c h  c u rve d,  a n d  no t  b a r b e d.   Consid e ring
t h e  q uickn e s s  wi th  w hic h  t h ey a r e  finish e d,  t h e  exc ellenc e
of t h e  wo rk,  if it  b e  ins p ec t e d,  is a d mi r a ble.  
In  all t h e s e  m a n ufac t u r e s  t h e  sole  of t h e  foot  is
u s e d  bo t h  by  m e n  a n d  wo m e n  a s  a  wo rk-bo a r d .   They
c hop  a  piec e  of wood,  o r  a u g h t  el s e  u po n  it, eve n
wi th  a n  iron  tool, wi t ho u t  h u r tin g  t h e m s elves.  
I t  is inde e d  n e a rly a s  h a r d  a s  t h e  hoof of a n  ox.

Their  m e t ho d  of p roc u rin g  fir e  is t his.   They
t ak e  a  r e e d  a n d  s h ave  on e  sid e  of t h e  s u rf ac e  fla t .  
In  t his  t h ey m a k e  a  s m all incision  to  r e a c h  t h e  pi th ,
a n d  in t rod ucing  a  s tick,  p u r pos ely blun t e d  a t  t h e  e n d,
in to  it, t u r n  it  ro u n d  b e t w e e n  t h e  h a n d s  (as  chocola t e
is milled) a s  swiftly a s  possible,  u n til fla m e  b e
p ro d uc e d.   As t his  op e r a tion  is no t  only labo rious,
b u t  t h e  effec t  t e dious,  t h ey fre q u e n tly r eli eve  e a c h
o th e r  a t  t h e  exe rcis e.   And to  avoid  b eing  of t e n
r e d u c e d  to  t h e  n e c e ssi ty of p u t ti ng  it in p r a c tice,
t h ey  alw ays,  if possible,  c a r ry a  ligh t e d  s tick  wi th
t h e m,  w h e t h e r  in  t h ei r  c a no e s  o r  m oving  fro m  plac e
to  pl ac e  on  lan d.

Their  t r e a t m e n t  of wou n d s  m u s t  no t  b e  o mit t e d .  
A doc to r  is,  wi th  t h e m,  a  p e r so n  of impor t a nc e  a n d
e s t e e m,  b u t  his  p rovinc e  s e e m s  r a t h e r  to  c h a r m  a w ay
occ ul t  dis e a s e s  t h a n  to  a c t  t h e  s u r g eo n’s p a r t ,
w hich,  a s  a  s u bo r din a t e  s cie nc e ,  is exe rcis e d  indisc ri min a t ely. 
Their  excellen t  h a bi t  of body*, t h e  effec t  of d rinking
w a t e r  only, s p e e dily h e als  wou n d s  wi thou t  a n  ex t e rio r
a p plica tion  w hich  wi th  u s  wo uld  t a k e  w e e ks  o r  m o n t h s
to  clos e.   They a r e ,  n eve r t h el e s s,  s a dly to r m e n t e d
by a  c u t a n eo us  e r u p tion,  b u t  w e  n ev e r  foun d  it con t a gious.  
Afte r  r ec eiving  a  con t u sion,  if t h e  p a r t  s w ell t h ey
fas t e n  a  liga t u r e  ve ry tigh tly a bove  it,  so  a s  to  s top
all ci r cula tion.   Whe t h e r  to  t his  a p plica tion,
o r  to  t h ei r  u n d e b a u c h e d  h a bi t ,  it  b e  a t t ri bu t a ble,
I know  no t,  b u t  it is c e r t ain  t h a t  a  dis a ble d  limb
a m o n g  t h e m  is r a r ely s e e n,  al t ho u g h  violen t  infla m m a tions
fro m  b r ui s e s,  w hich  in u s  wo uld  b rin g  on  a  g a n g r e n e,
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d aily h a p p e n.   If t h ey g e t  b u r n e d,  ei t h e r  fro m
rolling  in to  t h e  fir e  w h e n  a sl e e p,  o r  fro m  t h e  fla m e
c a tc hin g  t h e  g r a s s  on  w hic h  t h ey lie  (bot h  of w hich
a r e  co m m o n  a ccid e n t s) t h ey  cove r  t h e  p a r t  wit h  a  t hin
p a s t e  of kn e a d e d  clay, w hich  exclud e s  t h e  ai r  a n d  a d h e r e s
to  t h e  wo u n d  u n til it  b e  c u r e d ,  a n d  t h e  e s c h a r  falls
off.

[T h eir na tive  hardine s s  of  cons ti t u tion  is gr ea t.  
I sa w  a w o m a n  on  t h e  day  s h e  w a s  brou g h t  to  b e d,  carry
h er  n e w-born  infan t  fro m  Botany  Bay  to  Port  Jackso n,
a dis tanc e  of  six  m il e s,  and  af t er wards  ligh t  a  fire
and  dr es s  fish.]
Their  for m  of gove r n m e n t ,  a n d  t h e  d e t ail of do m e s tic
life, ye t  r e m ain  u n told.   The  for m e r  c a n no t  occ u py
m u c h  s p a c e .   Withou t  dis tinc tions  of r a nk,  exc e p t
t hos e  w hic h  you t h  a n d  vigou r  confer, t h ei r s  is s t r ic tly
a  sys t e m  of ‘equ ali ty’ a t t e n d e d  wi t h  only
on e  inconve nie nc e—t h e  s t ro n g  t ri u m p h  ove r
t h e  w e a k.   Whe t h e r  a ny laws  exis t  a m o n g  t h e m  for
t h e  p u nis h m e n t  of offenc es  co m mit t e d  a g ains t  socie ty;
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or  w h e t h e r  t h e  inju r e d  p a r ty in all c a s e s  s e eks  for
r elief in p riva t e  r eve n g e,  I will no t  posi tively affi r m;
t hou g h  I a m  s t ron gly incline d  to  b elieve  t h a t  only
t h e  la t t e r  m e t ho d  p r ev ails.  I h ave  al r e a dy s aid
t h a t  t h ey a r e  divide d  in to  t rib e s;  b u t  w h a t  cons ti t u t e s
t h e  rig h t  of b ein g  e n rolled  in a  t r ibe ,  o r  w h e r e  exclusion
b e gins  a n d  e n d s,  I a m  igno r a n t .   The  t rib e  of
Ca m e r a g al  is of all t h e  m o s t  n u m e ro u s  a n d  pow e rful. 
Their  s u p e rio ri ty p rob a bly a ro s e  fro m  pos s e s sing  t h e
b e s t  fishing  g ro u n d,  a n d  p e r h a p s  fro m  t h ei r  h aving
s uffe r e d  les s  fro m  t h e  r av a g e s  of t h e  s m allpox.

In  t h e  do m e s tic  d e t ail t h e r e  m ay  b e  novel ty, b u t  va ri e ty
is u n a t t ain a ble.   On e  d ay m u s t  b e  ve ry like  a no t h e r
in t h e  life of a  s av a g e.   S u m m o n e d  by t h e  c alls
of h u n g e r  a n d  t h e  r e t u r nin g  ligh t ,  h e  s t a r t s  fro m  his
b eloved  indole nc e,  a n d  s n a t c hing  u p  t h e  r e m aining
b r a n d  of hi s  fi r e,  h a s t e n s  wi th  his  wife  to  t h e  s t r a n d
to  co m m e n c e  t h ei r  d aily t a sk.   In  g e n e r al  t h e  c a no e
is a s sign e d  to  h er, in to w hich  s h e  p u t s  t h e  fir e  a n d
p u s h e s  off in to  d e e p  w a t er, to  fish  wi th  hook a n d
line,  t hi s  b ein g  t h e  p rovince  of t h e  wo m e n.   If
s h e  h ave  a  c hild  a t  t h e  b r e a s t ,  s h e  t ak e s  i t wi th  h er. 
And t h u s  in h e r  skiff, a  piec e  of b a rk  ti e d  a t  bo t h
e n d s  wit h  vines ,  a n d  t h e  e d g e  of it b u t  jus t  a bove
t h e  s u rfac e  of t h e  w a t er, s h e  p u s h e s  ou t  r e g a r dl e s s
of t h e  el e m e n t s,  if t h ey  b e  b u t  co m m o nly a gi t a t e d .  
While  s h e  p a d dle s  to  t h e  fishing-b a nk,  a n d  w hile  e m ploye d
t h e r e ,  t h e  c hild  is plac e d  on  h e r  s hould e r s,  e n t wining
its  li t tl e  legs  a ro u n d  h e r  n e ck  a n d  clos ely g r a s pin g
h e r  h ai r  wi th  its  h a n d s.   To it s  fi r s t  c rie s  s h e
r e m ains  ins e n sible,  a s  s h e  b elieves  t h e m  to  a ri s e
only fro m  t h e  inconve nie nc e  of a  si t u a tion,  to  w hich
s h e  know s  it  m u s t  b e  inu r e d.   Bu t  if it s  pl ain t s
con tinu e,  a n d  s h e  s u p pos e s  i t to  b e  in  w a n t  of food,
s h e  c e a s e s  h e r  fishing  a n d  cla s ps  it to  h e r  b r e a s t .  
An E u ro p e a n  s p ec t a to r  is s t r uck  wi th  ho r ro r  a n d  a s tonish m e n t
a t  t h ei r  p e rilous  si t u a tion,  b u t  a c cide n t s  s eldo m
h a p p e n.   The  m a n a g e m e n t  of t h e  c a no e  alon e  a p p e a r s
a  work  of u n s u r m o u n t a ble  difficul ty, i ts  b r e a d t h  is
so  inad e q u a t e  to  it s  leng t h.   The  India ns ,  a w a r e
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of it s  ticklish  for m a tion,  p r ac tis e  fro m  infa ncy to
m ove  in it  wi thou t  r i sk.   U s e  only could  r econcile
t h e m  to  t h e  p ainful posi tion  in w hich  t h ey  si t  in i t. 
They d ro p  in  t h e  mid dle  of t h e  c a no e  u po n  t h ei r  kn e e s ,
a n d  r e s ting  t h e  b u t tocks  on  t h e  h e el s,  ex t e n d  t h e
kn e e s  to  t h e  side s,  a g ain s t  w hich  t h ey p r e s s  s t ron gly,
so  a s  to  for m  a  pois e  s ufficie n t  to  r e t ain  t h e  bo dy
in it s  si t u a tion,  a n d  r elieve  t h e  w eigh t  w hich  wo uld
o th e r wise  fall w holly u po n  t h e  to e s.   Ei th e r  in
t his  posi tion  o r  c a u tiously m oving  in t h e  c e n t r e  of
t h e  ves s el, t h e  m o t h e r  t e n d s  h e r  c hild, ke e p s  u p  h e r
fir e  (which  is laid  on  a  s m all p a t c h  of e a r t h), p a d dle s
h e r  bo a t ,  b roils  fish  a n d  p rovides  in p a r t  t h e  s u b sis t e nc e
of t h e  d ay.  Thei r  favou ri t e  b ai t  for  fish  is a
cockle.
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The  h u s b a n d  in t h e  m e a n  tim e  w a rily m ove s  to  so m e
rock, ove r  w hic h  h e  c a n  p e e p  in to  u n r uffled  w a t e r
to  look for  fish.   For  t hi s  p u r pos e  h e  alw ays
c hoos e s  a  w e a t h e r  s ho r e ,  a n d  t h e  va rious  windin gs  of
t h e  n u m e ro us  c r e e ks  a n d  ind e n t s  alw ays  affor d  on e.  
Silen t  a n d  w a tc hful, h e  ch e w s  a  cockle  a n d  s pi t s  it
in to  t h e  w a t er.  Allu r e d  by t h e  b ai t ,  t h e  fish
a p p e a r  fro m  b e n e a t h  t h e  rock.  H e  p r e p a r e s  his
fish-gig,  a n d  poin ting  it dow n w a r d,  m oves  it g e n tly
tow a r d s  t h e  objec t ,  a lw ays  t rying  to  a p p ro ac h  it a s
n e a r  a s  pos sible  to  t h e  fish  b efor e  t h e  s t rok e  b e
give n.   At las t  h e  d e e m s  hi ms elf s ufficie n tly
a dva nc e d  a n d  plun g e s  it a t  his  p r ey.  If h e  h a s
hi t  hi s  m a rk,  h e  con tinu es  his  effor t s  a n d  e n d e avou r s
to  t r a n s pie rc e  it  o r  so  to  e n t a n gle  t h e  b a r b s  in  t h e
flesh  a s  to  p r eve n t  it s  e sc a p e .   Wh e n  h e  finds
it  s ec u r e  h e  d rops  t h e  ins t r u m e n t ,  a n d  t h e  fish,  fas t e n e d
on  t h e  p ro n gs,  r i se s  to  t h e  s u rf ac e ,  floa t e d  by  t h e
b uoya ncy of t h e  s t aff.  N o t hing  no w  r e m ains  to
b e  do n e  b u t  to  h a ul it to  hi m,  wi th  ei t h e r  a  long
s tick o r  a no t h e r  fish-gig  (for  a n  India n,  if h e  c a n
h elp  it,  n ev e r  go e s  in to  t h e  w a t e r  on  t h es e  occ a sions)
to  dis e n g a g e  it, a n d  to  look ou t  for  fr e s h  s po r t .

Bu t  so m e ti m e s  t h e  fish  h av e  ei t h e r  d e s e r t e d  t h e  rocks
for  d e e p e r  w a t er, o r  a r e  too  s hy to  s uffe r  a p p ro ac h.  
H e  t h e n  lau nc h e s  his  c a no e,  a n d  leaving  t h e  s ho r e
b e hind,  w a tc h e s  t h e  ris e  of p r ey  ou t  of t h e  w a t er,
a n d  d a r t s  his  gig  a t  t h e m  to  t h e  dis t a nc e  of m a ny
ya r ds .   La rg e  fish  h e  s eldo m  p roc u r e s  by t hi s
m e t ho d;  b u t  a mo n g  s ho als  of m ulle t s ,  w hich  a r e  ei t h e r
p u r s u e d  by e n e mi es ,  o r  le a p  a t  objec t s  on  t h e  s u rfac e ,
h e  is of t e n  s ucc es sful.  Ba n e elon  h a s  b e e n  s e e n
to  kill m o r e  t h a n  t w e n ty fish  by t his  m e t ho d  in a n
af t e r noon.   The  wo m e n  so m e ti m e s  u s e  t h e  gig,  a n d
alw ays  c a r ry on e  in  e ac h  c a no e  to  s t r ike  la r g e  fish
w hich  m ay b e  hooke d  a n d  t h e r e by facili t a t e  t h e  c a p t u r e .  
Bu t  g e n e r ally s p e akin g,  t hi s  ins t r u m e n t  is a p p ro p ri a t e
to  t h e  m e n,  w ho  a r e  n eve r  s e e n  fishing  wit h  t h e  line,
a n d  would  ind e e d  consid e r  i t a s  a  d e g r a d a tion  of t h ei r
p r e-e min e nc e.
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Whe n  p r eve n t e d  by t e m p e s t uo u s  w e a t h e r  o r  a ny o t h e r
c a u s e ,  fro m  fishing,  t h e s e  p eo ple  s uffe r  s eve r ely. 
They h ave  t h e n  no  r e sou rc e  b u t  to  pick u p  s h ellfish,
w hich  m ay h a p p e n  to  cling  to  t h e  rocks,  a n d  b e  c a s t
on  t h e  b e a c h,  to  h u n t  p a r ticul a r  r e p tiles  a n d  s m all
a ni m als,  w hich  a r e  sc a r c e ,  to  dig  fe rn  roo t  in t h e
s w a m p s  o r  to  g a t h e r  a  few b e r ri e s,  d e s ti t u t e  of flavou r
a n d  n u t ri tion,  w hich  t h e  woods  affo rd.   To allevia t e
t h e  s e n s a tion  of h u n g er, t h ey  ti e  a  liga t u r e  tigh tly
a ro u n d  t h e  b elly, a s  I h av e  of t e n  s e e n  ou r  soldie r s
do  fro m  t h e  s a m e  c a u s e .

Le t  u s ,  ho w ever, s u p pos e  t h e m  s ucc es sful in p roc u rin g
fish.   The  wife  r e t u r n s  to  lan d  wi th  h e r  boo ty,
a n d  t h e  h u s b a n d  q ui t ting  t h e  rock joins  his  s tock
to  h e r s;  a n d  t h ey  r e p ai r  ei t h e r  to  so m e  n eigh bo u rin g
c ave r n  o r  to  t h ei r  h u t .   This  las t  is co m pos e d
of piec e s  of b a rk,  ve ry r u d ely piled  tog e t h er, in
s h a p e  a s  like  a  soldie r’s t e n t  a s  a ny know n  ima g e
to  w hich  I c a n  co m p a r e  it:  too  low to  a d mi t  t h e
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lord  of it  to  s t a n d  u p righ t ,  b u t  long  a n d  wid e  e no u g h
to  a d mi t  t h r e e  o r  fou r  p e r sons  to  lie  u n d e r  it. 
“H e r e  s h el t e r s  him s elf a  b ein g,  bo r n  wi th  all
t hos e  po w e r s  w hic h  e d u c a tion  exp a n d s,  a n d  all t hos e
s e n s a tions  w hich  c ul t u r e  r efine s.”  With
a  ligh t e d  s tick b ro u g h t  fro m  t h e  c a no e  t h ey now  kindle
a  s m all fi r e  a t  t h e  m o u t h  of t h e  h u t  a n d  p r e p a r e  to
d r e s s  t h ei r  m e al.  They b e gin  by  t h rowing  t h e  fish
exa c tly in t h e  s t a t e  in w hich  it c a m e  fro m  t h e  w a t er,
on  t h e  fir e.   Whe n  it h a s  b e co m e  a  lit tle  w a r m e d
t h ey t ak e  it off, r u b  a w ay t h e  sc al es ,  a n d  t h e n  p e al
off wi th  t h ei r  t e e t h  t h e  s u rf ac e ,  w hich  t h ey find  do n e
a n d  e a t .   N ow, a n d  no t  b efo r e,  t h ey  g u t  it; b u t
if t h e  fish  b e  a  m ulle t  o r  a ny o t h e r  w hich  h a s  a  fa t ty
s u b s t a n c e  a bo u t  t h e  in t e s tin e s,  t h ey  c a r efully g u a r d
t h a t  p a r t  a n d  e s t e e m  it a  d elicacy.  The  cooking
is now  co m ple t e d  by t h e  r e m aining  p a r t  b ein g  laid
on  t h e  fir e  u n til it b e  s ufficien tly don e.   A bi r d,
a  liza r d,  a  r a t ,  o r  a ny o th e r  a ni m al, t h ey  t r e a t  in
t h e  s a m e  m a n n er.  The  fea t h e r s  of t h e  on e  a n d
t h e  fu r  of t h e  o t h er, t h ey t h u s  g e t  r id  of.*

[T h e y  broil indiscri mina t ely  all s u bs tanc e s  w hich
t h e y  ea t .   T hou g h  t h ey  boil w a t er  in s m all q uan ti ti es
in oys t er  s h ells  for par ticular p ur pos e s,  t h e y  n e v er
conc eive d  it pos sible  u n til s ho w n  b y  u s ,  to  dr e s s  m e a t
b y  t his  m e t ho d,  having  no  v e s s el  capable  of  con taining
a fish  or a bird  w hich  w o uld  s tan d  fire.   T wo
of t h e m  onc e  s tole  t w elv e  po u n ds  of  rice  and  carried
it  off.  T h ey  k n e w  ho w  w e  coo k e d  it, and  b y  w a y
of  p u t tin g  it in prac tice  t h e y  s pr ead  t h e  rice  on
t h e  grou n d  b e for e  a fire,  an d  as  it  gr e w  ho t  con tinu e d
to  t hro w  w a t er  on  it.   T h eir ing e n ui ty  w a s  ho w e v er
v ery  ill re war d e d,  for t h e  rice  b e ca m e  so  m i n gle d
wi t h  t h e  dir t  an d  sa n d  on  w hic h  it w as  laid, t ha t
e v e n  t h e y  could  no t  ea t  it, an d  t h e  w h ole  w a s  s poiled.]
U nless  s u m m o n e d  a w ay by ir r e sis t a bl e  n e c e s si ty, sl e e p
alw ays  follows  t h e  r e p a s t .   They wo uld  gl a dly
p rolon g  it u n til t h e  following  d ay; b u t  t h e  c a no e
w a n t s  r e p air, t h e  fish-gig  m u s t  b e  b a r b e d  af r e s h,  n e w
lines  m u s t  b e  t wis t e d,  a n d  n e w  hooks  c ho p p e d  ou t .  
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They d e p a r t  to  t h ei r  r e s p e c tive  t a sks,  w hich  e n d  only
wi th  t h e  ligh t .

S uc h  is t h e  g e n e r al  life  of a n  India n.   But  eve n
h e  h a s  hi s  ho u r s  of r elaxa tion,  in s e a so ns  of s ucc e ss ,
w h e n  fish  a bo u n d s.   Wanton  wi t h  pl e n ty, h e  now
m e di t a t e s  a n  a t t a ck  u po n  t h e  c h a s ti ty of so m e  n eigh bou rin g
fai r  on e;  a n d  w a tc hing  his  oppo r t u ni ty h e  s eize s  h e r
a n d  d r a g s  h e r  a w ay to  co m ple t e  his  p u r pos e.   The
sign al of w a r  is ligh t e d;  h e r  lover, h e r  fa th er, h e r
b ro t h e r s ,  h e r  t rib e,  a s s e m ble,  a n d  vow r eve n g e  on  t h e
s poiler.  H e  t ells  his  s to ry to  his  t r ibe .  
They judg e  t h e  c a s e  to  b e  a  co m m o n  on e  a n d  a g r e e  to
s u p po r t  hi m.   Ba t tl e  e n s u e s;  t h ey di sc h a r g e  t h ei r
s p e a r s  a t  e a c h  o t h er, a n d  legs  a n d  a r m s  a r e  t r a n s pie r c e d.  
Whe n  t h e  s p e a r s  a r e  exp e n d e d  t h e  co m b a t a n t s  clos e
a n d  eve ry s p e cie s  of violenc e  is p r a c tice d.   They
s eize  t h ei r  a n t a go nis t  a n d  s n a p  like  e n r a g e d  do gs,
t h ey  wield  t h e  s wor d  a n d  club,  t h e  bo n e  s h a t t e r s  b e n e a t h
t h ei r  fall a n d  t h ey  d rop  t h e  p r ey  of u n s p a rin g  ve n g e a nc e.

205



Page 122

Too jus tly, a s  my  obs e rva tions  t e a c h  m e  h a s  Ho b b e s
d efin e d  a  s t a t e  of n a t u r e  to  b e  a  s t a t e  of w ar. 
In  t h e  m e t ho d  of w a gin g  it  a m o n g  t h e s e  p eo ple,  on e
t hin g  s ho uld  no t ,  how ever, e s c a p e  no tic e.   U nlike
all o t h e r  India ns ,  t h ey n eve r  c a r ry  on  op e r a tions
in t h e  nig h t ,  o r  s e ek  to  d e s t roy by a m b u s h  a n d  s u r p ri s e.  
Their  a r d e n t  fea rl e s s  c h a r a c t er, s e eks  fai r  a n d  op e n
co m b a t  only.

But  e n mi ty h a s  i ts  m o m e n t s  of p a u s e.   The n  t h ey
a s s e m ble  to  sing  a n d  d a nc e.   We alw ays  foun d  t h ei r
so n gs  dis a g r e e a ble  fro m  t h ei r  m o noto ny.  They a r e
n u m e ro us,  a n d  va ry bo t h  in m e a s u r e  a n d  tim e.   They
h ave  so n gs  of w ar, of h u n ting,  of fishing,  for  t h e
ri s e  a n d  s e t  of t h e  s u n,  for  r ain,  for  t h u n d e r  a n d
for  m a ny o th e r  occ a sions.   On e  of t h e s e  son g s,
w hich  m ay b e  t e r m e d  a  s p e aking  p a n to mi m e,  r e ci t e s
t h e  cou r t s hip  b e t w e e n  t h e  s exe s  a n d  is a c co m p a nie d
wi th  a c ting  hig hly exp r e s sive.   I onc e  h e a r d  a n d
s a w  N a n b a r e e  a n d  Aba roo p e rfo r m  it.  Afte r  a  few
p r e p a r a to ry m o tions  s h e  g e n tly s u nk  on  t h e  g ro u n d,
a s  if in a  fain ting  fit.  N a n b a r e e  a p plying  hi s
m o u t h  to  h e r  e ar, b e g a n  to  w his p e r  in it, a n d  b a ring
h e r  boso m,  b r e a t h e d  on  it  s eve r al  tim e s.   At len g t h,
t h e  p e riod  of t h e  s woon  h aving  expi r e d ,  wi t h  r e t u r ning
a ni m a tion  s h e  g r a d u ally r ais e d  h e r s elf.  S h e  now
b e g a n  to  r el a t e  w h a t  s h e  h a d  s e e n  in h e r  vision,  m e n tioning
s eve r al  of h e r  cou n t ry m e n  by n a m e,  w ho m  w e  kn e w  to
b e  d e a d;  mixe d  wi th  o t h e r  s t r a n g e  incoh e r e n t  m a t t er,
e q u ally n e w  a n d  inexplicable,  t ho u g h  all t e n din g  to
on e  lea din g  poin t—t h e  s a c rifice  of h e r
c h a r m s  to  h e r  lover.

At t h ei r  d a nc e s  I h ave  oft e n  b e e n  p r e s e n t;  b u t  I confes s
mys elf u n a ble  to  convey in d e s c rip tion  a n  a cc u r a t e
a c co u n t  of t h e m.   Like  t h ei r  so n gs,  t h ey  a r e  conc eived
to  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  p ro g r e s s  of t h e  p a s sions  a n d  t h e  occ u p a tions
of life.  F ull of s e e min g  confusion,  ye t  r e g ula r
a n d  sys t e m a tic,  t h ei r  wild  g e s ticul a tions,  a n d  fra n tic
dis to r tions  of bo dy a r e  c alcula t e d  r a t h e r  to  t e r rify,
t h a n  d eligh t ,  a  s p ec t a tor.  The s e  d a n c e s  consis t
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of s ho r t  p a r t s ,  o r  a c t s ,  a cco m p a nied  wi th  fr eq u e n t
vocife r a tions ,  a n d  a  kind  of hi ssing,  o r  w hizzing
nois e.   They co m m o nly e n d  wi th  a  loud  r a pid  s ho u t ,
a n d  af t e r  a  s ho r t  r e s pi t e  a r e  r e n e w e d.   While
t h e  d a nc e  las t s ,  on e  of t h e m  (us u ally a  p e r so n  of
no t e  a n d  e s ti m a tion) b e a t s  ti m e  wi th  a  s tick  on  a  wood e n
ins t r u m e n t  h eld  in t h e  left  h a n d,  a cco m p a nying  t h e
m u sic  wi th  his  voice; a n d  t h e  d a nc e r s  so m e ti m es  sing
in conc e r t .

I h ave  al r e a dy m e n tion e d  t h a t  w hi t e  is t h e  colou r
a p p ro p ri a t e d  to  t h e  d a n c e,  b u t  t h e  s tyle  of p ain ting
is lef t  to  ev e ry on e’s fancy.  So m e  a r e
s t r e ak e d  wi th  w aving  lines  fro m  h e a d  to  foot; o th e r s
m a r k e d  by b ro a d  c ros s-b a r s ,  on  t h e  b r e a s t ,  b a ck, a n d
t hig hs,  o r  e nci rcle d  wi th  s pi r al  line s,  o r  r e g ula rly
s t ripe d  like  a  ze b r a .   Of t h e s e  o r n a m e n t s,  t h e
fac e  n eve r  w a n t s  it s  s h a r e ,  a n d  it is h a r d  to  conc eive
a ny t hin g  in  t h e  s h a p e  of h u m a ni ty m o r e  hid eou s  a n d
t e r rific t h a n  t h ey  a p p e a r  to  a  s t r a n g e r—s e e n,
p e r h a p s,  t h rou g h  t h e  livid gl e a m  of a  fi r e ,  t h e  eyes
s u r ro u n d e d  by la rg e  w hi t e  ci rcles,  in con t r a s t  wit h
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t h e  bl ack  g ro u n d,  t h e  h ai r  s t uck  full of pi ec e s  of
bo n e  a n d  in t h e  h a n d  a  g r a s p e d  club,  w hich  t h ey occa sion ally
b r a n dis h  wi th  t h e  g r e a t e s t  fie rc e n e s s  a n d  a gili ty. 
So m e  d a nc e s  a r e  p e rfo r m e d  by m e n  only, so m e  by wo m e n
only, a n d  in o th e r s  t h e  s exe s  min gle.   In  on e
of t h e m  I h ave  s e e n  t h e  m e n  d ro p  on  t h ei r  h a n d s  a n d
kn e e s  a n d  kiss  t h e  e a r t h  wi th  t h e  g r e a t e s t  fe rvor,
b e t w e e n  t h e  kiss e s  looking  u p  to  H e av e n.   They
also  fre q u e n tly t h ro w  u p  t h ei r  a r m s,  ex ac tly in t h e
m a n n e r  in w hich  t h e  d a n c e r s  of t h e  F ri e n dly Isla n ds
a r e  d e pic t e d  in  on e  of t h e  pl a t e s  of Mr. Cook’s
las t  voyag e.

Cou r t s hip  h e r e ,  a s  in o t h e r  cou n t ri e s,  is g e n e r ally
p ro m ot e d  by t his  ex e rcis e,  w h e r e  eve ry on e  t ri es  to
r e co m m e n d  hi m s elf to  a t t e n tion  a n d  a p pla u s e .  
Dancin g  no t  only p roves  a n  ince n tive,  b u t  offe r s  a n
oppo r t u ni ty in  it s  in t e rvals.  The  fir s t  a dv a nc e s
a r e  m a d e  by t h e  m e n,  w ho  s t rive  to  r e n d e r  t h e m s elves
a g r e e a ble  to  t h ei r  favou ri t e s  by  p r e s e n t s  of fishing-t a ckle
a n d  o th e r  a r ticles  w hich  t h ey  know  will p rove  a cc e p t a ble.  
Ge n e r ally s p e aking,  a  m a n  h a s  b u t  on e  wife,  b u t  infidelity
on  t h e  side  of t h e  h u s b a n d,  wi th  t h e  u n m a r rie d  gi rls,
is ve ry fr eq u e n t .   For  t h e  m o s t  p a r t ,  p e r h a p s ,
t h ey  in t e r m a r ry  in t h ei r  r e s p e c tive  t r ib e s.   This
r ul e  is no t ,  ho w ever, cons t a n tly obs e rve d,  a n d  t h e r e
is r e a son  to  t hink  t h a t  a  m o r e  t h a n  o r din a ry s h a r e
of cou r t s hip  a n d  p r e s e n t s,  on  t h e  p a r t  of t h e  m a n,
is r e q ui r e d  in t his  c a s e .   S uc h  difficul ty s eldo m
op e r a t e s  to  exting uis h  d e si r e ,  a n d  no t hing  is m o r e
co m m o n  t h a n  for  t h e  u n s ucc e s sful s ui to r  to  r avish
by forc e  t h a t  w hich  h e  c a n no t  a cco m plish  by  e n t r e a ty. 
I do  no t  b elieve  t h a t  ve ry n e a r  con n e c tions  by blood
eve r  coh a bi t .   We kn e w  of no  ins t a n c e  of it.

Bu t  inde e d  t h e  wo m e n  a r e  in all r e s p e c t s  t r e a t e d  wi t h
s ava g e  b a r b a ri ty Cond e m n e d  no t  only to  c a r ry  t h e  c hild r e n
b u t  all o t h e r  b u r t h e n s ,  t h ey m e e t  in r e t u r n  for  s u b mission
only wit h  blows, kicks  a n d  eve ry o th e r  m a r k  of b r u t ali ty. 
Whe n  a n  India n  is p rovoke d  by a  wo m a n,  h e  ei t h e r  s p e a r s
h e r  o r  knocks  h e r  dow n  on  t h e  s po t .   On  t his  occ a sion
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h e  alw ays  s t r ike s  on  t h e  h e a d,  u sing  indisc ri min a t ely
a  h a t c h e t ,  a  club  o r  a ny o th e r  w e a po n  w hich  m ay  c h a nc e
to  b e  in  his  h a n d.   The  h e a d s  of t h e  wo m e n  a r e
alw ays  cons e q u e n tly s e e n  in t h e  s t a t e  w hich  I foun d
t h a t  of Goor e e d e e a n a .   Colbe e ,  w ho  w a s  c e r t ainly,
in  o th e r  r e s p e c t s  a  good  t e m p e r e d  m e r ry  fellow, m a d e
no  sc r u ple  of t r e a tin g  Da rin g a,  w ho  w a s  a  g e n tl e  c r e a t u r e ,
t h u s .   Ba n e elon  did  t h e  s a m e  to  Ba r a n g a roo, b u t
s h e  w a s  a  scold  a n d  a  vixen, a n d  no body pi ti ed  h er. 
I t  m u s t  n ev e r t h ele s s  b e  confe ss e d  t h a t  t h e  wo m e n  oft e n
a r tfully s t u dy to  ir ri t a t e  a n d  infla m e  t h e  p a s sions
of t h e  m e n,  al t hou g h  s e n sible  t h a t  t h e  cons e q u e n c e
will a ligh t  on  t h e m s elves.
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M a ny a  m a t ri monial sc e n e  of t his  so r t  h ave  I wi tn es s e d .  
Lady M a ry Wor tley Mo n t a g u e,  in h e r  s p righ tly le t t e r s
fro m  Turk ey, longs  for  so m e  of t h e  a dvoca t e s  for  p a s sive
ob e die nc e  a n d  u n con di tion al  s u b mission  t h e n  exis ting
in E n gla n d  to  b e  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  sigh t s  exhibi t e d  in
a  d e s po tic  gove r n m e n t.   A t ho us a n d  ti m e s,  in like
m a n n er, h av e  I wis h e d  t h a t  t hos e  E u rop e a n  p hilosop h e r s
w hos e  clos e t  s p e c ula tions  exal t  a  s t a t e  of n a t u r e  a bove
a  s t a t e  of civiliza tion,  could  s u rvey t h e  p h a n to m  w hic h
t h ei r  h e a t e d  ima gin a tions  h ave  r ais e d.   Possibly
t h ey mig h t  t h e n  lea r n  t h a t  a  s t a t e  of n a t u r e  is, of
all o t h e r s,  lea s t  a d a p t e d  to  p ro mot e  t h e  h a p pin es s
of a  b eing  c a p a ble  of s u blim e  r e s e a r c h  a n d  u n e n din g
r a t iocin a tion.   Tha t  a  s ava g e  ro a ming  for  p r ey
a mids t  his  n a tive  d e s e r t s  is a  c r e a t u r e  d efo r m e d  by
all t hos e  p a s sions  w hich  afflict  a n d  d e g r a d e  ou r  n a t u r e ,
u n soft e n e d  by t h e  influe nc e  of r eligion,  p hilosop hy
a n d  leg al r e s t ric tion:  a n d  t h a t  t h e  m o r e  m e n
u ni t e  t h ei r  t ale n t s ,  t h e  m o r e  closely t h e  b a n d s  of
socie ty a r e  d r a w n  a n d  civiliza tion  a dva nc e d,  ina s m u c h
is h u m a n  felici ty a u g m e n t e d ,  a n d  m a n  fit t e d  for  his
u n alien a ble  s t a tion  in t h e  u nive r s e .

Of t h e  lan g u a g e  of N e w  So u t h  Wales  I onc e  hop e d  to
h ave  s u bjoine d  to  t his  wo rk  s uc h  a n  exposi tion  a s
s ho uld  h ave  a t t r a c t e d  p u blic no tice,  a n d  h ave  exci t e d
p u blic e s t e e m.   Bu t  t h e  a b r u p t  d e p a r t u r e  of Mr.
Daw e s,  w ho, s ti m ula t e d  e q u ally by c u riosi ty a n d  p hila n t h ropy,
h a d  h a r dly s e t  foot  on  his  n a tive  cou n t ry  w h e n  h e
a g ain  q ui t t e d  it  to  e n co u n t e r  n e w  p e rils  in t h e  s e rvice
of t h e  Si e r r a  Leon a  co m p a ny, p r e clud e s  m e  fro m  exec u tin g
t his  p a r t  of my  origin al in t e n tion,  in w hic h  h e  h a d
p ro mis e d  to  co-op e r a t e  wi th  m e;  a n d  in w hich  h e  h a d
a dva nc e d  his  r e s e a r c h e s  b eyon d  t h e  r e ac h  of co m p e ti tion.  
The  few r e m a rks  w hich  I c a n  offe r  s h all b e  concis ely
d e t ailed.

We w e r e  a t  fir s t  incline d  to  s tig m a tis e d  t his  lang u a g e
a s  h a r s h  a n d  b a r b a ro u s  in i ts  sou n d s.   Thei r  co m bin a tions
of wo r ds  in t h e  m a n n e r  t h ey u t t e r  t h e m,  fre q u e n tly
convey s uc h  a n  effec t.   Bu t  if no t  only t h ei r  p rop e r

210



n a m e s  of m e n  a n d  pl ac e s,  b u t  m a ny of t h ei r  p h r a s e s
a n d  a  m ajori ty of t h ei r  wo r ds ,  b e  si m ply a n d  u ncon n ec t e dly
con sid e r e d,  t h ey  will b e  foun d  to  a bo u n d  wi th  vow els
a n d  to  p ro d uc e  sou n ds  so m e ti m e s  m ellifluous  a n d  so m e tim e s
so no ro us.   Wh a t  e a r  c a n  objec t  to  t h e  n a m e s  of
Colbe e,  (p ronou nc e d  ex ac tly a s  Colby is wit h  u s)  Be r e e w a n,
Bond el, Im e e r a w a nye e,  De e do r a ,  Wola r a w a r e e ,  o r  Ba n e elon,
a m o n g  t h e  m e n;  o r  to  Wer e e w e e a,  Goor e e d e e a n a,  Milba*,
o r  M a tilba,  a m o n g  t h e  wo m e n.   Pa r r a m a t t a ,  Gw e e a,
Ca m e e r a ,  Ca di, a n d  M e m el, a r e  n a m e s  of pl ac e s.  
The  t ri be s  d e rive  t h ei r  a p p ella tions  fro m  t h e  pl ac e s
t h ey inh a bi t .   Thus  Ce m e e r a g al, m e a n s  t h e  m e n
w ho  r e side  in t h e  b ay of Ca m e e r a;  Ce dig al, t hos e  w ho
r e sid e  in t h e  b ay of Ca di; a n d  so  of t h e  o t h e r s .  
The  wo m e n  of t h e  t rib e  a r e  d e no t e d  by  a d din g  ‘ee a n’
to  a ny of t h e  for e going  wor ds .   A Ca dig ale e a n
impor t s  a  wo m a n  living  a t  Ca di, o r  of t h e  t r ibe  of
Ca dig al.  Thes e  wo r ds ,  a s  t h e  r e a d e r  will obs e rve,
a r e  a c c e n t e d  ei th e r  on  t h e  fir s t  syllabl e  o r  t h e  p e n ul tim a.  
In  g e n e r al, ho w ever, t h ey  a r e  p a r ti al to  t h e  e m p h a sis
b ein g  laid  a s  n e a r  t h e  b e gin ning  of t h e  wo r d  a s  pos sible.
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[M r s.  Johnson,  wi f e  of  t h e  c haplain of  t h e  s e t tl e m e n t ,
w a s  so  pl eas e d  wi t h  t his  na m e  t ha t  s h e  chris t e n e d
h er  li t tl e  girl, bor n  in  Port  Jackson,  Milba  M aria
Johnso n.]
Of co m po u n d  wor ds  t h ey s e e m  fond.   Two ve ry s t r iking
on e s  a p p e a r  in  t h e  jou r n al  to  t h e  H a w k e s b u ry. 
Their  t r a n sl a tions  of ou r  wo r ds  in to t h ei r  lan g u a g e
a r e  alw ays  a p posi t e ,  co m p r e h e n sive,  a n d  d r a w n  fro m
im a g e s  fa milia r  to  t h e m.   A g u n,  for  ins t a nc e ,
t h ey  c all ‘gooroob e e r a’, t h a t  is, a  s tick
of fir e .   So m e ti m e s  al so,  by  a  licenc e  of lang u a g e,
t h ey  c all t hos e  w ho  c a r ry  g u n s  by  t h e  s a m e  n a m e.  
But  t h e  a p p ella tion  by w hich  t h ey  g e n e r ally dis ting uis h e d
u s  w a s  t h a t  of ‘be r e e wolg al’, m e a nin g  m e n
co m e  fro m  afar.  Wh e n  t h ey s alu t e  a ny on e  t h ey
c all hi m  ‘da m e eli’, o r  n a m e s ak e,  a  t e r m
w hich  no t  only implies  cou r t e sy a n d  good-will, b u t
a  c e r t ain  d e g r e e  of affec tion  in  t h e  s p e ak er. 
An in t e r c h a n g e  of n a m e s  wi th  a ny on e  is also  a  sy m bol
of frien d s hip.   E a c h  p e r so n  h a s  s eve r al n a m e s;
on e  of w hic h,  t h e r e  is r e a so n  to  b elieve,  is alw ays
d e rived  fro m  t h e  fir s t  fish  o r  a ni m al w hich  t h e  child,
in  a cco m p a nying  its  fa t h e r  to  t h e  c h a s e  o r  a  fishing,
m ay ch a nc e  to  kill.

N o t  only t h ei r  co m bin a tions,  b u t  so m e  of t h ei r  sim ple
so u n d s,  w e r e  difficul t  of p ro n u n cia tion  to  m o u t hs
p u r ely E n glish.   Diph t ho n g s  of t e n  occ ur. 
On e  of t h e  m o s t  co m mo n  is t h a t  of ‘ae’,
o r  p e r h a p s ,  ‘ai’, p ro no u n c e d  no t  u nlike
t hos e  le t t e r s  in t h e  F r e nc h  ve r b  ‘hai r’,
to  h a t e.   The  le t t e r  ‘y’ fr e q u e n tly
follows  ‘d’ in  t h e  s a m e  syllabl e.  
Thus  t h e  wo r d  w hich  signifies  a  wo m a n  is ‘dyin’;
al t ho u g h  t h e  s t r uc t u r e  of ou r  lan g u a g e  r e q ui r e s  u s
to  s p ell it  ‘de ein’.

But  if t h ey so m e tim e s  p u t  u s  to  difficul ty, m a ny  of
ou r  wo r d s  w e r e  to  t h e m  u n u t t e r a ble.   The  le t t e r s
‘s’ a n d  ‘v’ t h ey  n eve r  could
p ro nou nc e.   The  la t t e r  b e c a m e  inva ri a bly ‘w’,
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a n d  t h e  for m e r  m ock e d  all t h ei r  effo r t s ,  w hich  in
t h e  ins t a nc e  of Ba n e elon  h a s  b e e n  no tic e d;  a n d  a  m o r e
u nfo r t u n a t e  d efec t  in lea r ning  ou r  lan g u a g e  co uld
no t  e a sily b e  poin t e d  ou t.

They u s e  t h e  ellipsis  in s p e akin g  ve ry fre ely; alw ays
o mit ting  a s  m a ny  wor d s  a s  t h ey possibly c a n ,  consis t e n t
wi th  b ein g  u n d e r s tood.   They inflec t  bo t h  t h ei r
no u n s  a n d  ve r bs  r e g ula rly; a n d  d e no t e  t h e  c a s e s  of
t h e  for m e r  a n d  t h e  t e n s e s  of t h e  la t t er, no t  like
t h e  E n glish  by a uxilia ry wor ds ,  b u t  like  t h e  Latins
by c h a n g e  of t e r min a tion.   Thei r  no u n s,  w h e t h e r
s u b s t a n tive  o r  a dj ec tive,  s e e m  to  a d mi t  of no  plu r al. 
I h ave  h e a r d  Mr. Daw e s  hin t  his  b elief of t h ei r  u sin g
a  d u al n u m b er, si mila r  to  t h e  Gre eks,  b u t  I confe s s
t h a t  I n eve r  could  r e m a rk  a u g h t  to  confi r m  it.  
The  m e t ho d  by w hich  t h ey a n s w e r  a  q u e s tion  t h a t  t h ey
c a n no t  r e solve  is si mila r  to  w h a t  w e  so m e ti m e s  u s e .  
Le t  for  exa m ple  t h e  following  q u e s tion  b e  p u t:  
’Waw Colb e e  yagoono?’—Whe r e
is Colbe e  to-d ay?  ’Waw, b a w!’—Whe r e,
ind e e d!  wo uld  b e  t h e  r e ply.  They u s e  a  di r ec t
a n d  posi tive  n e g a tive,  b u t  exp r e ss  t h e  affi r m a tive
by a  no d  of t h e  h e a d  o r  a n  inclina tion  of t h e  bo dy.
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Opinions  h ave  g r e a tly diffe r e d,  w h e t h e r  o r  no t  t h ei r
lang u a g e  b e  copious.   In  on e  p a r ticula r  it  is
no to riously d efec tive.   They c a n no t  cou n t  wi t h
p r e cision  m o r e  t h a n  four.  H ow eve r  a s  fa r  a s  t e n,
by  holding  u p  t h e  fing e r s ,  t h ey  c a n  bo t h  co m p r e h e n d
o th e r s  a n d  explain  t h e m s elves .   Beyon d  fou r  ev e ry
n u m b e r  is c alled  g r e a t ;  a n d  s hould  it h a p p e n  to  b e
ve ry la r g e ,  g r e a t  g r e a t ,  w hich  is a n  It alian  idiom
also.  This  occ a sions  t h ei r  co m p u t a tions  of ti m e
a n d  s p ac e  to  b e  ve ry confus e d  a n d  incor r e c t .   Of
t h e  for m e r  t h ey  h av e  no  m e a s u r e  b u t  t h e  visible  diu r n al
m o tion  of t h e  s u n  o r  t h e  m o n t hly r evolu tion  of t h e
m oo n.

To conclud e  t h e  his to ry of a  p eo ple  for  w ho m  I c a n no t
b u t  feel so m e  s h a r e  of affec tion.   Let  t hos e  w ho
h ave  b e e n  bo r n  in  m o r e  favou r e d  land s  a n d  w ho  h ave
p rofit e d  by m o r e  e nligh t e n e d  sys t e m s,  co m p a s sion a t e ,
b u t  no t  d e s pis e  t h ei r  d e s ti t u t e  a n d  obs cu r e  si t u a tion.  
Child r e n  of t h e  s a m e  o m niscie n t  p a t e r n al  c a r e ,  le t
t h e m  r e collec t  t h a t  by t h e  for t ui tous  a dva n t a g e  of
bi r t h  alon e  t h ey  poss e s s  s u p e rio ri ty:  t h a t  u n t a u g h t ,
u n a c co m m o d a t e d  m a n  is t h e  s a m e  in Pall M all a s  in
t h e  wilde r n e s s  of N e w  Sou t h  Wales.   And ul tim a t ely
le t  t h e m  ho p e  a n d  t r u s t  t h a t  t h e  p ro g r e s s  of r e a so n
a n d  t h e  s ple n do r  of r evel a tion  will in  t h ei r  p rop e r
a n d  allo t t e d  s e a so n  b e  p e r mit t e d  to  illu min e  a n d  t r a n sfus e
in to  t h e s e  d e s e r t  r e gions,  knowle d g e,  vir tu e  a n d  h a p pin e s s.

CHAPTER XVIII.

Obs e rva tions  on  t h e  Convic t s .

A s ho r t  a cco u n t  of t h a t  cla s s  of m e n  for  w hos e  dis pos al
a n d  a dva n t a g e  t h e  colony w a s  p rincip ally, if no t  to t ally,
foun d e d,  s e e m s  n e c e s s a ry.

If it  b e  r e collec t e d  how  la r g e  a  bo dy of t h e s e  p eo ple
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a r e  now  con g r e g a t e d  in  t h e  s e t tl e m e n t  of Por t  Jackson
a n d  a t  N o rfolk Islan d,  it  will, I t hink,  no t  only
excit e  s u r p ris e  b u t  affo rd  s a tisfac tion,  to  le a r n ,
t h a t  in a  p e riod  of fou r  ye a r s  few c ri m e s  of a  d e e p
dye  o r  of a  h a r d e n e d  n a t u r e  h ave  b e e n  p e r p e t r a t e d.  
M u r d e r  a n d  u n n a t u r al  sins  r a nk  no t  hi th e r to  in t h e
c a t alog u e  of t h ei r  e no r mities,  a n d  on e  s uicide  only
h a s  b e e n  co m mit t e d.

To t h e  ho nou r  of t h e  fe m ale  p a r t  of ou r  co m m u ni ty
le t  it  b e  r e co r d e d  t h a t  only on e  wo m a n  h a s  s uffe r e d
c a pi t al  p u nis h m e n t.   On  h e r  con d e m n a tion  s h e  pl e a d e d
p r e g n a n cy, a n d  a  ju ry of ven e r a ble  m a t ro ns  w a s  imp a n n ele d
on  t h e  s po t,  to  ex a min e  a n d  p ro nou nc e  h e r  s t a t e ,  w hich
t h e  for e wo m a n,  a  g r av e  p e r so n a g e  b e t w e e n  sixty a n d
s eve n ty ye a r s  old, did,  by  t hi s  s ho r t  a d d r e s s  to  t h e
cou r t ;  ‘Gen tle m e n!  s h e  is a s  m u c h  wi th  c hild
a s  I a m.’  S e n t e nc e  w a s  a cco r din gly p a s s e d ,
a n d  s h e  w a s  exec u t e d .

Beside s  t h e  ins t a n c e  of I rving,  t wo  o th e r  m al e  convic t s,
Willia m  Bloods wo r t h,  of Kings ton  u po n  Tha m e s,  a n d
John  Arscot t ,  of Tru ro,  in Cor n w all, w e r e  bo t h  e m a n cip a t e d
for  t h ei r  good  con d u c t ,  in t h e  ye a r s  1 7 9 0  a n d  1 7 9 1.  
S eve r al  m e n  w hos e  t e r m s  of t r a n s po r t a tion  h a d  expi r e d,
a n d  a g ain s t  w ho m  no  leg al imp e di m e n t  exis t e d  to  p r eve n t
t h ei r  d e p a r t u r e ,  h ave  b e e n  p e r mi t t e d  to  e n t e r  in m e r c h a n t
s hip s  w a n tin g  h a n d s:   a n d  a s  my Ros e  Hill jou r n als
t e s tify, m a ny o th e r s  h ave  h a d  g r a n t s  of land  a s sign e d
to  t h e m,  a n d  a r e  b eco m e  s e t tl e r s  in t h e  cou n t ry.
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In  so  n u m e ro us  a  co m m u ni ty m a ny p e r so ns  of p e rve r t e d
g e nius  a n d  of m e c h a nic al ing e n ui ty could  no t  b u t  b e
a s s e m ble d.   Le t  m e  p ro d uc e  t h e  following  ex a m ple.  
F r az e r  w a s  a n  iron  m a n ufac t u r er, b r e d  a t  S h effield,
of w hos e  a bili tie s  a s  a  wo rk m a n  w e  h a d  wi tn es s e d  m a ny
p roofs.  The  gove r no r  h a d  w ri t t e n  to  E n gla n d  for
a  s e t  of locks  to  b e  s e n t  ou t  for  t h e  s e c u ri ty of
t h e  p u blic  s to r e s ,  w hich  w e r e  to  b e  so  cons t r u c t e d
a s  to  b e  inc a p a ble  of b ein g  pick e d.   O n  t h ei r
a r rival his  excellency s e n t  for  F r az e r  a n d  b a d e  hi m
exa min e  t h e m  t elling  hi m  a t  t h e  s a m e  ti m e  t h a t  t h ey
could  no t  b e  picke d.   F r az e r  lau g h e d  a n d  a sk e d
for  a  c rooke d  n ail only, to  op e n  t h e m  all.  A n ail
w a s  b ro u g h t ,  a n d  in a n  ins t a n t  h e  ve rified  his  a s s e r tion.  
Astonis h e d  a t  his  d ext e ri ty, a  g e n tl e m a n  p r e s e n t  d e t e r min e d
to  p u t  i t to  fa r t h e r  p roof.  H e  w a s  s e n t  for  in
a  h u r ry, so m e  d ays  af t er, to  t h e  hos pit al, w h e r e  a
lock of s till s u p e rio r  in t ricacy a n d  exp e n s e  to  t h e
o th e r s  h a d  b e e n  p rovide d.   H e  w a s  told  t h a t  t h e
k ey w a s  los t  a n d  t h a t  t h e  lock m u s t  b e  im m e dia t ely
picke d.   H e  exa min e d  it  a t t e n tively, r e m a r k e d  t h a t
it  w a s  t h e  p ro d uc tion  of a  wo rk m a n,  a n d  d e m a n d e d  t e n
min u t e s  to  m a k e  a n  ins t r u m e n t  ’to s p e a k  wi th
it.’  Withou t  c a r rying  t h e  lock wi t h  hi m,
h e  w e n t  di r e c tly to  his  s ho p,  a n d  a t  t h e  expi r a tion
of his  t e r m  r e t u r n e d,  a p plie d  his  ins t r u m e n t,  a n d  op e n
flew t h e  lock.  Bu t  it w a s  no t  only in t his  p a r t
of his  b u sin es s  t h a t  h e  exc elled:  h e  exec u t e d
eve ry b r a nc h  of it  in s u p e rio r  s tyle.   H a d  no t
his  villainy b e e n  s till m o r e  no to rious  t h a n  his  skill,
h e  wo uld  h av e  p rove d  a n  invalua ble  poss es sion  to  a
n e w  cou n t ry.  H e  h a d  p a s s e d  t h ro u g h  innu m e r a ble
sc e n e s  in life, a n d  h a d  pl aye d  m a ny p a r t s .   Wh e n
too lazy to  work  a t  hi s  t r a d e  h e  h a d  t u r n e d  t hi ef
in fifty diffe r e n t  s h a p e s ,  w a s  a  r e c eive r  of s tole n
goods,  a  soldie r  a n d  a  t r avelling  conju r er.  H e
onc e  confe ss e d  to  m e  t h a t  h e  h a d  m a d e  a  s e t  of tools,
for  a  g a n g  of coine r s ,  eve ry m a n  of w ho m  w a s  h a n g e d.

Were  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  s u bjec t  wo r t hy of fa r t h e r  illus t r a tion,
m a ny  si mila r  p roofs  of mis a p plied  t ale n t s  mi g h t  b e
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a d d u c e d.

Their  love  of t h e  m a rvellous  h a s  b e e n  r e co r d e d  in
a n  e a r ly p a r t  of t his  wo rk.   The  impos t u r e  of
t h e  gold  find er, ho w eve r  p ro min e n t  a n d  gl a ring,  n eve r t h el e s s
con t ribu t e d  to  a w a k e n  a t t e n tion  a n d  to  c r e a t e  m e r r i m e n t .  
H e  e njoyed  t h e  r e p u t a tion  of a  di scove r er, u n til exp e ri m e n t
d e t e c t e d  t h e  imposi tion.   Bu t  o th e r s  w e r e  les s
s ucc e s sful to  a c q ui r e  ev e n  m o m e n t a ry  a d mi r a tion.  
The  exe c u tion  of forg e ry  s e e m s  to  d e m a n d  a t  le a s t  n e a t n e s s
of imi t a tion  a n d  d ext e ri ty of a d d r e s s .   On  a r rival
of t h e  fir s t  fle e t  of s hip s  fro m  E n gla n d,  s eve r al
convic t s  b ro u g h t  ou t  r eco m m e n d a to ry le t t e r s  fro m  diffe r e n t
frien d s.   Of t h e s e  so m e  w e r e  g e n uin e ,  a n d  m a ny
ow e d  t h ei r  bi r t h  to  t h e  ing e n ui ty of t h e  b e a r e r s .  
Bu t  t h e s e  las t  w e r e  all s uc h  b u n gling  p e rfo r m a nc es
a s  to  p ro d uc e  only ins t a n t  d e t e c tion  a n d  s ucc e e ding
con t e m p t .   On e  of t h e m  a d d r e s s e d  to  t h e  gove r nor,
wi th  t h e  n a m e  of Ba ron  H o t h a m  affixed  to  it, b e g a n
‘Honor e d  Si r!’
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A lea din g  di s tinc tion,  w hich  m a r k e d  t h e  convic t s  on
t h ei r  ou t s e t  in t h e  colony, w a s  a n  u s e  of w h a t  is
c alle d  t h e  ‘flas h’, o r  ‘kiddy’
lang u a g e.   In  so m e  of ou r  e a rly cou r t s  of jus tice
a n  in t e r p r e t e r  w a s  fr eq u e n tly n e c e ss a ry  to  t r a n sl a t e
t h e  d e posi tion  of t h e  wi tn es s  a n d  t h e  d efe nc e  of t h e
p rison er.  This  lang u a g e  h a s  m a ny di alec t s .  
The  sly d ext e ri ty of t h e  pickpocke t ,  t h e  b r u t al  fe roci ty
of t h e  footp a d,  t h e  m o r e  el eva t e d  c a r e e r  of t h e  hig h w ay m a n
a n d  t h e  d e a dly p u r pos e  of t h e  mid nigh t  r uffian  is e a c h
s t ric tly a p p rop ria t e  in t h e  t e r m s  w hic h  di s ting uis h
a n d  c h a r a c t e rize  it.  I h ave  eve r  b e e n  of opinion
t h a t  a n  a boli tion  of t his  u n n a t u r al  ja r gon  would  op e n
t h e  p a t h  to  r efo r m a tion.   And my  obs e rv a tions
on  t h e s e  p eo ple  h ave  cons t a n tly ins t r uc t e d  m e  t h a t
ind ulg e nc e  in  t his  infa t u a ting  c a n t  is m o r e  d e e ply
a s socia t e d  wi th  d e p r avity a n d  co n tin u a nc e  in vice
t h a n  is g e n e r ally s u p pos e d.   I r e collec t  h a r dly
on e  ins t a nc e  of a  r e t u r n  to  ho n e s t  p u r s ui t s ,  a n d  h a bi t s
of indus t ry, w h e r e  t his  mi s e r a ble  p e rve r sion  of ou r
no ble s t  a n d  p e c ulia r  facul ty w a s  no t  p r eviously con q u e r e d.

Thos e  p e r so ns  to  w ho m  t h e  insp e c tion  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t
of ou r  n u m e ro us  a n d  ext e n sive  p risons  in E n gla n d  a r e
co m mit t e d  will p e rfo r m  a  s e rvice  to  socie ty by  a t t e n din g
to  t h e  for e going  obs e rva tion.   Le t  u s  alw ays  ke e p
in view, t h a t  p u nis h m e n t,  w h e n  no t  di r e c t e d  to  p ro mot e
r efo r m a tion,  is a r bi t r a ry, a n d  u n a u t ho ris e d.

CHAPTER XIX.

Fac t s  r el a tin g  to  t h e  p ro b a bili ty of e s t a blishing
a  w h ale  fish e ry on  t h e  co as t  of N e w  Sou t h  Wales,  wi t h
Thou g h t s  on  t h e  s a m e.

In  eve ry for m e r  p a r t  of t hi s  p u blica tion  I h av e  s t u diously
avoid e d  m e n tioning  a  w h ale  fishe ry, a s  t h e  info r m a tion
r el a ting  to  it  will, I conc eive,  b e  m o r e  a cc e p t a bly
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r e c eived  in t his  for m, by t hos e  to  w ho m  it is a d d r e s s e d ,
t h a n  if min gled  wi t h  o t h e r  m a t t er.

P r evious  to  e n t e ring  on  t his  d e t ail, i t  m u s t  b e  obs e rve d
t h a t  s eve r al  of t h e  las t  flee t  of s hips  w hich  h a d
a r rived  fro m  E n gla n d  wi th  convic t s,  w e r e  fit t e d  ou t
wi th  imple m e n t s  for  w h ale  fishing,  a n d  w e r e  in t e n d e d
to  s ail for  t h e  coa s t  of Br azil to  p u r s u e  t h e  fishe ry,
im m e dia t ely on  h aving  lan d e d  t h e  co nvic t s .

On  t h e  1 4 t h  of Oc tob er, 1 7 9 1,  t h e  ‘Bri t a n nia’,
Ca p t ain  M elville, on e  of t h e s e  s hips,  a r rived  a t  Syd n ey. 
In  h e r  p a s s a g e  b e t w e e n  Van Die m e n’s Lan d  a n d
Por t  Jackson,  t h e  m a s t e r  r e po r t e d  t h a t  h e  h a d  s e e n
a  la rg e  s ho al of s p e r m a c e ti  w h ales .   His  wo r d s
w e r e ,  ’I s a w  m o r e  w h ale s  a t  on e  tim e  a ro u n d
my  s hip  t h a n  in t h e  w hole  of six ye a r s  w hich  I h ave
fish e d  on  t h e  coas t  of Brazil.’

This  in t ellige nc e  w a s  no  soon e r  co m m u nica t e d  t h a n
all t h e  w h ale r s  w e r e  e a g e r  to  p u s h  to  s e a .   M elville
hi m s elf w a s  a m o n g  t h e  m o s t  e a rly; a n d  on  t h e  1 0 t h
of N ove m b er, r e t u r n e d  to  Por t  Jackson,  m o r e  confide n t
of s ucc es s  t h a n  b efor e .   H e  a s s u r e d  m e  t h a t  in
t h e  fou r t e e n  d ays  w hic h  h e  h a d  b e e n  ou t ,  h e  h a d  s e e n
m o r e  s p e r m a c e d  w h ale s  t h a n  in  all his  for m e r  life. 
They a m o u n t e d,  h e  s aid  to  m a ny t hous a n d s,  m os t  of
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t h e m  of e no r m o u s  m a g ni tu d e;  a n d  h a d  h e  no t  m e t  wit h
b a d  w e a t h e r  h e  could  h ave  killed  a s  m a ny a s  h e  pl e a s e d .  
S eve n  h e  did  kill, b u t  owing  to  t h e  s to r my a gi t a t e d
s t a t e  of t h e  w a t er, h e  could  no t  g e t  a ny of t h e m  a bo a r d.  
In  on e  ho w ever, w hich  in a  m o m e n t a ry  in t e rval of c al m,
w a s  killed  a n d  s ec u r e d  by a  s hip  in co m p a ny, h e  s h a r e d.  
The  oil a n d  h e a d  m a t t e r  of t his  fish,  h e  extolled
a s  of a n  ex t r ao r din a ry fine  q u ali ty.  H e  w a s  of
opinion  t h e  for m e r  wo uld  fe tch  t e n  po u n d s  p e r  ton  m o r e
in Londo n  t h a n  t h a t  p roc u r e d  on  t h e  Brazil co as t .  
H e  h a d  no t  go n e  fa r t h e r  sou t h  t h a n  3 7  d e g r e e s;  a n d
d e sc rib e d  t h e  la ti t u d e  of 3 5  d e g r e e s  to  b e  t h e  pl ac e
w h e r e  t h e  w h ale s  m os t  a bo u n d e d,  jus t  on  t h e  e d g e  of
so u n ding s,  w hic h  h e r e  ex t e n ds  a bo u t  fift e e n  le ag u e s
fro m  t h e  s ho r e;  t ho u g h  p e r h a p s,  on  o t h e r  p a r t s  of
t h e  coa s t  t h e  b a nk  will b e  foun d  to  r u n  h a r dly so  fa r
off.

On  t h e  following  d ay (Nove m b e r  1 1 t h) t h e  ‘Ma ry
Ann e’, Ca p t ain  M u n ro,  a no t h e r  of t h e  w h ale r s ,
r e t u r n e d  in to  po r t ,  af t e r  h aving  b e e n  ou t  sixt e e n
d ays.   S h e  h a d  gon e  a s  fa r  so u t h  a s  4 1  d e g r e e s
b u t  s a w  no t  a  w h ale,  a n d  h a d  m e t  wi th  t r e m e n do u sly
b a d  w e a t h er, in  w hic h  s h e  h a d  s hipp e d  a  s e a  t h a t  h a d
s e t  h e r  boiling  cop p e r s  afloa t  a n d  h a d  n e a rly c a r ri e d
t h e m  ove r bo a r d.

N ove m b e r  2 2 d.   The  ‘Willia m  a n d  Anne’,
Ca p t ain  Bunck er, r e t u r n e d  af t e r  h aving  b e e n  m o r e  t h a n
t h r e e  w e e ks  ou t ,  a n d  p u t ting  in to  Broke n  Bay. 
This  is t h e  s hip  t h a t  h a d  killed  t h e  fish  in w hich
M elville  s h a r e d .   Buncke r  h a d  m e t  wi th  no  fa r t h e r
s ucc e s s,  owing,  h e  s aid,  e n ti r ely, to  g al e s  of win d;
for  h e  h a d  s e e n  s eve r al im m e n s e  s ho als  a n d  w a s  of
opinion  t h a t  h e  s hould  h ave  s e c u r e d  fifty to ns  of
oil, h a d  t h e  w e a t h e r  b e e n  tole r a bly m o d e r a t e .  
I a sk e d  hi m  w h e t h e r  h e  t ho u g h t  t h e  w h ale s  h e  h a d  s e e n
w e r e  fish  of p a s s a g e.   “No,” h e  a n s w e r e d,
“th ey w e r e  going  on  eve ry  poin t  of t h e  co m p a s s ,
a n d  w e r e  evid e n tly on  fee ding  g ro u n d,  w hich  I s a w
no  r e a so n  to  do u b t  t h a t  t h ey fre q u e n t .” 
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M elville  af t e r w a r ds  confi r m e d  to  m e  t his  obs e rva tion.  
Dec e m b e r  3 r d ,  t h e  ‘Ma ry Ann e’ a n d  ‘Matilda’
a g ain  r e t u r n e d.   The  for m e r  h a d  go n e  to  t h e  sou t h w a r d,
a n d  off Por t  Je rvis  h a d  falle n  in wi th  t wo  s ho als  of
w h ale s,  nin e  of w hich  w e r e  killed,  b u t  owing  to  b a d
w e a t h er, p a r t  of five only w e r e  go t  on  bo a r d.  
As m u c h,  t h e  m a s t e r  co m p u t e d ,  a s  wo uld  yield  t hi r ty
b a r r els  of oil.  H e  s aid  t h e  w h ale s  w e r e  t h e  lea s t
s hy of a ny h e  h a d  eve r  s e e n,  “no t  h aving  b e e n
c u t  u p”.   The  la t t e r  h a d  go n e  to  t h e  no r t h w a r d,
a n d  h a d  s e e n  no  w h ales  b u t  a  few fin-b a cks.

On  t h e  5 t h  of Dec e m b er, bo t h  t h e s e  s hip s  s ail ed  a g ain;
a n d  on  t h e  1 6 t h  a n d  1 7 t h  of t h e  m o n t h  (jus t  b efo r e
t h e  a u t ho r  s ailed  for  E n gla n d)  t h ey a n d  t h e  ‘Brit a n nia’
a n d  ‘Willia m  a n d  Anne’ r e t u r n e d  to  Por t
Jackson  wit ho u t  s ucc e s s  h aving  exp e ri e nc e d  a  con tinu a tion
of t h e  b a d  w e a t h e r  a n d  s e e n  ve ry few fish.   They
all s aid  t h a t  t h ei r  in t e n tion  w a s  to  give  t h e  co as t
on e  m o r e  t ri al,  a n d  if it mi sc a r ri e d  to  q ui t  it a n d
s t e e r  to  t h e  no r t h w a r d  in  s e a r c h  of less  t e m p e s t uo us
s e a s .
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The  only r e m a r k  w hich  I h ave  to  offe r  to  a dve n t u r e r s
on  t h e  a bove  s u bjec t,  is no t  to  s uffe r  discou r a g e m e n t
by concluding  t h a t  b a d  w e a t h e r  only is to  b e  foun d
on  t h e  coa s t  of N e w  Sou t h  Wales,  w h e r e  t h e  w h ale s  h av e
hi t h e r to  b e e n  s e e n .   Tem p e s t s  h a p p e n  so m e ti m es
t h e r e ,  a s  in o t h e r  s e a s,  b u t  le t  t h e m  feel a s s u r e d
t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  in  eve ry  m o n t h  of t h e  ye a r  m a ny  d ays
in w hich  t h e  w h ale  fishe ry  m ay  b e  s afely c a r r ie d  on.  
The  evide nc e  of t h e  a b u n d a nc e  in w hich  s p e r m a c e ti
w h ale s  a r e  so m e ti m e s  s e e n  is incon t rove r tible:  
t h a t  w hich  s p e aks  to  t h ei r  b ein g  ‘not  fish  of
p a s s a g e’ is a t  lea s t  r e s p e c t a ble  a n d  hi t h e r to
u n con t r a dic t e d.   The  p ros p e c t  m e ri t s  a t t e n tion—m ay
it s ti m ula t e  to  e n t e r p ris e.

The  two  discove rie s  of Por t  Jervis a n d  M a tilda  Bay
(w hich  a r e  to  b e  foun d  in t h e  for e going  s h e e t s)  m ay
ye t  b e  w a n ting  in  t h e  m a p s  of t h e  co a s t .   My a ccou n t
of t h ei r  g eog r a p hic  si t u a tion,  exc e p t  possibly in t h e
exa c t  longit u d e  of t h e  la t t e r  (a  poin t  no t  ve ry m a t e ri al)
m ay b e  s afely d e p e n d e d  u po n.   A knowle d g e  of Oys t e r
Bay, di scove r e d  a n d  laid  dow n  by t h e  ‘Mercu ry’
s to r e-s hip,  in t h e  ye a r  1 7 8 9,  wo uld  al so  b e  d e si r a ble.  
Bu t  t his  I a m  inc a p a ble  of fu rnis hing.

H e r e  t e r min a t e s  my  s u bjec t .   Con t e n t  wi th  t h e
h u m ble  p rovinc e  of d e t ailing  fac t s  a n d  con n ec tin g
eve n t s  by u n dis t u r b e d  n a r r a tion,  I le ave  to  o th e r s
t h e  t a sk  of a n t icip a ting  glo rious,  o r  gloo my, cons e q u e nc e s ,
fro m  t h e  e s t a blish m e n t  of a  colony, w hich  u n q u e s tion a bly
d e m a n d s  s e rious  inves tig a tion,  e r e  ei t h e r  i t s  p ro s e c u tion
o r  a b a n do n m e n t  b e  d e t e r min e d.

But  dou b tle s s  no t  only t hos e  w ho  pl a n n e d,  b u t  t hos e
w ho  h ave  b e e n  d ele g a t e d  to  exec u t e,  a n  e n t e r p ris e
of s uc h  m a g ni tu d e,  h ave  d e e ply r evolved,  t h a t  “g r e a t
n a tion al exp e n s e  do es  no t  imply t h e  n e c e s si ty of n a tion al
s uffe ring.   While  r eve n u e  is e m ploye d  wi th  s ucc e s s
to  so m e  valu a ble  e n d,  t h e  p rofit s  of eve ry  a dve n t u r e
b ein g  m o r e  t h a n  s ufficien t  to  r e p ay it s  cos t s ,  t h e
p u blic s ho uld  g ain,  a n d  it s  r e so u rc e s  s ho uld  con tinu e
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to  m ul tiply.  Bu t  a n  exp e n s e  w h e t h e r  s u s t aine d
a t  ho m e  or  a b ro a d;  w h e t h e r  a  w a s t e  of t h e  p r e s e n t ,
o r  a n  a n ticipa tion  of t h e  fu tu r e ,  r eve n u e,  if i t b ring
no  a d e q u a t e  r e t u r n ,  is to  b e  r eckon e d  a m o n g  t h e  c a u s es
of n a t ion al r uin."*

[Ferg uso n’s Es say  on  t h e  His tory  of  Civil
S o cie ty.]

A list of the Civil and Military Establishments in New 
South Wales

Gove r no r  a n d  Co m m a n d e r  in Chief, His  Exc ellency Arth u r
P hillip, Es q.

Lieu t e n a n t  Gove r nor, Rob e r t  Ross,  Es q.

Judg e  of t h e  Admir al ty Cou r t ,  Robe r t  Ross,  Es q.

Ch a plain  of t h e  S e t tl e m e n t ,  t h e  Rev. Rich a r d  Johnson.

Judg e  Advoca t e  of t h e  S e t tl e m e n t ,  David Collins,  Es q.

S e c r e t a ry  to  t h e  Gove r nor, David  Collins,  Es q.

S u rveyor  Gen e r al, Augus t u s  Alt, Es q.

Co m miss a ry of S to r e s  a n d  P rovisions,  Andr e w  Miller,
Es q.

Assis t a n t  Co m miss a ry, Mr. Zech a ri a h  Cla rk e.

P rovos t  M a r ti al, w ho  a c t s  a s  S h e riff of Cu m b e rla n d
Cou n ty, Mr. H e n ry
Bre w er.
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Pe ac e  Officer, Mr. Jam e s  S mit h.

MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT.

His  M aje s ty’s S hip  ‘Sirius’, John
H u n t er, Es q.   Co m m a n d er.  Lieu t e n a n t s,
Bra dley, King, M axw ell.

His  M aje s ty’s a r m e d  Brig,  ‘Supply’,
Lieu t e n a n t  H e n ry Lidg bi rd  Ball,
Co m m a n d er.

FOUR COMPANIES OF MARINES

M ajor  Rob e r t  Ross,  Co m m a n d a n t .

CAPTAINS COMMANDING COMPANIES

Jam e s  Ca m p b ell, John  S h e a,  Ca p t ain  Lieu t e n a n t s,  Jam e s
M e r e di t h,  Watkin
Tench.

FIRST LIEUTENANTS

Geor g e  Johnson,  John  Johnson,  John  Cr e s w ell, Jam es
M al tla n d  S h ai rp,  Rob e r t
N ellow, Tho m a s  Davey, Ja m e s  F u rzer, Tho m a s  Timins,
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John  Pould e n.

SECOND LIEUTENANTS

R alp h  Cla rk e ,  John  Long,  Willia m  Daw es,  Willia m  Fe d dy.

Adju t a n t ,  John  Long.

Qu a r t e r  M a s t er, Jam e s  F u rzer.

Aide  d e  Ca m p  to  t h e  Gove r nor, Geo rg e  Johnso n.

Office r  of E n gin e e r s  a n d  Artille ry, Willia m  Daw e s.

HOSPITAL ESTABLISHMENT.

S u r g eo n  Gen e r al  of t h e  S e t tl e m e n t ,  John  Whit e,  Es q.

Fi r s t  Assis t a n t ,  Mr. De n nis  Conside n.

S e con d  Assis t a n t ,  Mr. Tho m a s  Arnd ell.

Third  Assis t a n t ,  Mr. Willia m  Balm ain.     

225


	A Complete Account of the Settlement at Port Jackson eBook
	A Complete Account of the Settlement at Port Jackson by Watkin Tench

	Contents
	Table of Contents
	Page 1
	PREFACE
	CHAPTER I.

	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	CHAPTER II.

	Page 5
	Page 6
	CHAPTER III.

	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	CHAPTER IV.

	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	CHAPTER V.

	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	CHAPTER VI.

	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	CHAPTER VII

	Page 28
	Page 29
	Page 30
	Page 31
	Page 32
	Page 33
	CHAPTER VIII.

	Page 34
	Page 35
	Page 36
	Page 37
	CHAPTER IX.

	Page 38
	Page 39
	Page 40
	Page 41
	Page 42
	Page 43
	CHAPTER X.

	Page 44
	Page 45
	Page 46
	Page 47
	Page 48
	Page 49
	Page 50
	CHAPTER XI.

	Page 51
	Page 52
	Page 53
	Page 54
	CHAPTER XII.

	Page 55
	Page 56
	Page 57
	Page 58
	Page 59
	Page 60
	Page 61
	Page 62
	Page 63
	CHAPTER XIII.

	Page 64
	Page 65
	Page 66
	Page 67
	Page 68
	CHAPTER XIV.

	Page 69
	Page 70
	Page 71
	Page 72
	Page 73
	Page 74
	Page 75
	Page 76
	Page 77
	Page 78
	RICHMOND HILL

	Page 79
	Page 80
	THE LAST EXPEDITION

	Page 81
	CHAPTER XV.

	Page 82
	Page 83
	Page 84
	Page 85
	CHAPTER XVI

	Page 86
	Page 87
	Page 88
	Page 89
	Page 90
	Page 91
	Page 92
	Page 93
	Page 94
	Page 95
	Page 96
	A return of the number of persons at Rose Hill, 3rd of December 1791

	Page 97
	CHAPTER XVII.

	Page 98
	Page 99
	Page 100
	Page 101
	Page 102
	Page 103
	Page 104
	Page 105
	Page 106
	Page 107
	Page 108
	Page 109
	Page 110
	Page 111
	Page 112
	Page 113
	Page 114
	Page 115
	Page 116
	Page 117
	Page 118
	Page 119
	Page 120
	Page 121
	Page 122
	Page 123
	Page 124
	Page 125
	Page 126
	CHAPTER XVIII.

	Page 127
	Page 128
	CHAPTER XIX.

	Page 129
	Page 130
	A list of the Civil and Military Establishments in New South Wales

	Page 131
	MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT.
	FOUR COMPANIES OF MARINES
	CAPTAINS COMMANDING COMPANIES
	FIRST LIEUTENANTS
	SECOND LIEUTENANTS
	HOSPITAL ESTABLISHMENT.


