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Page 1

OUTWARD BOUND;

OR,

YOUNG AMERICA AFLOAT

* * * * *

CHAPTER I.

THE IDEA SUGGESTED.

“There are no such peaches this side of New Jersey; and you can’t get them, for love or
money, at the stores.  All we have to do is, to fill our pockets, and keep our mouths 
closed—till the peaches are ripe enough to eat,” said Robert Shuffles, the older and the 
larger of two boys, who had just climbed over the high fence that surrounded the fine 
garden of Mr. Lowington.

“What will Baird say if he finds it out?” replied Isaac Monroe, his companion.

“Baird,” the gentleman thus irreverently alluded to, was the principal of the Brockway 
Academy, of which Shuffles and Monroe were pupils in the boarding department.

“What will he say when he finds out that the King of the Tonga Islands picks his teeth 
with a pitchfork?” added Shuffles, contemptuously.  “I don’t intend that he shall find it 
out? and he won’t, unless you tell him.”

“Of course, I shall not tell him.”

“Come along, then? it is nearly dark, and no one will see us.”

Shuffles led the way down the gravelled walk, till he came to a brook, on the bank of 
which stood the peach tree whose rich fruit had tempted the young gentlemen to invade
the territory of Mr. Lowington with intent to plunder.

“There they are,” said the chief of the young marauders, as he paused behind a clump 
of quince bushes, and pointed at the coveted fruit.  “There’s no discount on them, and 
they are worth coming after.”

“Hark!” whispered Monroe.  “I heard a noise.”

“What was it?”
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“I don’t know.  I’m afraid we shall be caught.”

“No danger; no one can see us from the house.”

“But I’m sure there’s some one near.  I heard something.”

“Nonsense!  It was only a dagger of the mind, such as Baird talks about,” answered 
Shuffles, as he crawled towards the peach tree.  “Come, Monroe, be quick, and fill your 
pockets.”

This peach tree was a choice variety, in whose cultivation the owner had been making 
an elaborate experiment.  Mr. Lowington had watched it and nursed it with the most 
assiduous care, and now it bore about a dozen remarkably large and beautiful 
peaches.  They were not quite ripe enough to be gathered, but Shuffles was confident 
that they would “mellow” in his trunk as well as on the tree.  The experiment of the 
cultivator had been a success, and he had already prepared, with much care and labor, 
a paper explanatory of the process, which he intended to read before the Pomological 
Society, exhibiting the fruit as the evidence of the practicability of his method.  To Mr. 
Lowington, therefore, the peaches had a value far beyond their intrinsic worth.
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Page 2
Shuffles gathered a couple of the peaches, and urged his companion to use all possible
haste in stripping the tree of its rich burden.

“Hallo, there!  What are you about?” shouted some one, who hastened to make his 
presence known to the plunderers.

Monroe began to retreat.

“Hold on!” interposed Shuffles.  “It’s no one but Harry Martyn.”

“He can tell of us just as well as anybody else.”

“If he does, he will catch it.”

“What are you doing?” demanded Harry Martyn,—who was a nephew of Mr. Lowington, 
and lived with him,—as he crossed the rustic bridge that spanned the brook.

“Don’t you see what I’m doing?” replied Shuffles, with an impudent coolness which 
confounded Harry.

“Stop that, Shuffles!” cried Harry, indignantly.  “My uncle wouldn’t take ten dollars apiece
for those peaches.”

“That’s more than he’ll get for them,” added Shuffles, as he reached up and gathered 
another peach.

“Stop that, I tell you!” said Harry, angrily, as he stepped up, in a menacing attitude, 
before the reckless marauder.

“Shut up, Harry!  You know me, and when I get all these peaches, I’ve got something to 
say to you.”

Shuffles was about to gather another of the peaches, when Harry, his indignation 
overcoming his prudence, grasped his arm, and pulled him away from the tree.

“What do you mean, Harry Martyn?” exclaimed Shuffles, apparently astonished at the 
temerity of the youth.  “I can’t stop to lick you now; but I’ll do it within twenty-four hours.”

“Well, don’t you touch those peaches, then.”

“Yes, I will touch them.  I intend to have the whole of them; and if you say a word to your
uncle or any one else about it, I’ll pulverize that head of yours.”

“No, you won’t!  You shall not have those peaches, anyhow,” replied the resolute little 
fellow, who was no match, physically, for Shuffles.
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“If you open your mouth——”

“Hallo!  Uncle Robert!  Help, help!  Thieves in the garden!” shouted Harry, who certainly 
had no defect of the lungs.

“Take that, you little monkey!” said Shuffles, angrily, as he struck the little fellow a heavy 
blow on the side of the head with his fist, which knocked him down.  “I’ll fix you the next,
time I see you.”

Shuffles consulted his discretion rather than his valor, now that the alarm had been 
given, and retreated towards the place where he had entered garden.

“What’s the matter, Harry?” asked Mr. Lowington, as he rushed over the bridge, followed
by the gardener and his assistants, just as Harry was picking himself up and rubbing his
head.

“They were stealing your peaches, and I tried to stop them,” replied Harry.  “They have 
taken some of them now.”

Mr. Lowington glanced at the favorite tree, and his brow lowered with anger and 
vexation.  His paper before the “Pomological” could be illustrated by only nine peaches, 
instead of thirteen.
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“Who stole them, Harry?” demanded the disappointed fruit-grower.

The nephew hesitated a moment, and the question was repeated with more sternness.

“Robert Shuffles; Isaac Monroe was with him, but he didn’t take any of the peaches.”

“What is the matter with your head, Harry?” asked his uncle, when he observed him 
rubbing the place where the blow had fallen.

“Shuffles struck me and knocked me down, when I called out for you.”

“Did he?  Where is he now?”

“He and Monroe ran up the walk to the back of the garden.”

“That boy shall be taken care of,” continued Mr. Lowington, as he walked up the path 
towards the point where the marauders had entered.  “The Academy is fast becoming a 
nuisance to the neighborhood, because there is neither order nor discipline among the 
students.”

The thieves had escaped, and as it would be useless to follow them, Mr. Lowington 
went back to the house; but he was too much annoyed at the loss of his splendid 
peaches, which were to figure so prominently before the “Pomological,” to permit the 
matter to drop without further notice.

“Did he hurt you much, Harry?” asked Mr. Lowington as they entered the house.

“Not much, sir, though he gave me a pretty hard crack,” answered Harry.

“Did you see them when they came into the garden?”

“No, sir?  I was fixing my water-wheel in the brook, when I heard them at the tree.  I 
went up, and tried to prevent Shuffles from taking the peaches.  I caught hold of him, 
and pulled him away.  He said he couldn’t stop to lick me then, but he’d do it within 
twenty-four hours.  Then he hit me when I called for help.”

“The young scoundrel!  That boy is worse than a pestilence in any neighborhood.  Mr. 
Baird seems to have no control over him.”

Suddenly, and without any apparent reason, Mr. Lowington’s compressed lips and 
contracted brow relaxed, and his face wore its usual expression of dignified serenity.  
Harry could not understand the cause of this sudden change; but his uncle’s anger had 
passed away.  The fact was, that Mr. Lowington happened to think, while his indignation 
prompted him to resort to the severest punishment for Shuffles, that he himself had 
been just such a boy as the plunderer of his cherished fruit.  At the age of fifteen he had 
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been the pest of the town in which he resided.  His father was a very wealthy man, and 
resorted to many expedients to cure the boy of his vicious propensities.

Young Lowington had a taste for the sea, and his father finally procured a midshipman’s
warrant for him to enter the navy.  The strict discipline of a ship of war proved to be the 
“one thing needful” for the reformation of the wild youth; and he not only became a 
steady young man, but a hard student and an accomplished officer.  The navy made a 
man of him, as it has of hundreds of the sons of rich men, demoralized by idleness and 
the absence of a reasonable ambition.
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When Mr. Lowington was thirty years old, his father died, leaving to each of his three 
children a quarter of a million; and he had resigned his position in the navy, in order to 
take care of his property, and to lead a more domestic life with his wife and daughter 
than the discipline of the service would permit.

He had taken up his residence in Brockway, the early home of his wife.  It was a large 
town on the sea shore, only a few miles from the metropolis of New England, thus 
combining all the advantages of a home in the city and in the country.  For several years
he had been happy in his peaceful retirement.  But not wealth, nor even integrity and 
piety, can bar the door of the lofty mansion against the Destroyer of the race.  His wife 
died of an hereditary disease, which gave no indication of its presence till she had 
passed her thirtieth year.  Two years later, his daughter, just blooming into maturity, 
followed her mother down to the silent tomb, stricken in her freshness and beauty by the
same insidious malady.

The husband and father was left desolate.  His purest and fondest hopes were blighted; 
but, while he was submissive to the will of the Father, who doeth all things well, he 
became gloomy and sad.  He was not seen to smile for a year after the death of his 
daughter, and it was three years before he had recovered even the outward semblance 
of his former cheerfulness.  He was rich, but alone in the world.  He continued to reside 
in the home which was endeared to him by the memories of his loved and lost ones.

When his wife’s sister died in poverty, leaving two children, he had taken them to his 
home, and had become a father to them.  Harry Martyn was a good boy, and Josephine 
Martyn was a good girl; but they were not his own children.  There was something 
wanting—an aching void which they could not fill, though Mr. Lowington was to them all 
that could be asked or expected of a parent.

Mr. Lowington busied himself in various studies and experiments; but life had ceased to 
be what it was before the death of his wife and daughter.  He wanted more mental 
occupation; he felt the need of greater activity, and he was tempted to return to the 
navy, even after his absence of ten years from the service; but this step, for many 
reasons, was not practicable.  At the time when his garden was invaded by the vandal 
students from the Brockway Academy, he was still thinking what he could do to save 
himself from the inglorious life of ease he was leading, and, at the same time, serve his 
country and his race.

Shuffles had robbed his garden of some of his choicest fruit; had struck his nephew a 
severe blow on the head, and threatened to inflict still greater chastisement upon him in 
the future.  Mr. Lowington was justly indignant; and his own peace and the peace of the 
neighborhood demanded that the author of the mischief should be punished, especially 
as he was an old transgressor.  It was absolutely necessary that something should be 
done, and the retired naval officer was in the right frame of mind to do it.  Just then, 
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when he was wrought up to the highest pitch of indignation, his anger vanished.  
Shuffles at sixteen was the counterpart of himself at fifteen.
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This was certainly no reason why the hand of justice should be stayed.  Mr. Lowington 
did not intend to stay it, though the thought of his own juvenile depravity modified his 
view, and appeased his wrath.  He put on his hat and left the house.  He walked over to 
the Academy, and being shown to the office of the principal, he informed him of the 
depredations committed in his garden.

“Who did it, Mr. Lowington?” demanded the principal, with proper indignation in his 
tones and his looks.

“Shuffles.”

“I need not have asked.  That boy gives me more trouble than all the others put 
together,” added Mr. Baird, with an anxious expression.  “And yet what can I do with 
him?”

“Expel him,” replied Mr. Lowington, laconically.

“I don’t like to do that.”

“Why not?”

“It would be an injury to me.”

“Why so?”

“It would offend his father, who is a person of wealth and influence.  When Shuffles 
came to Brockway ten other boys came with him.  He was expelled from another 
institution, which so incensed his father that he induced the parents of ten others to take
their sons out, and send them to me.  If I expel Shuffles, I shall lose about a dozen of 
my students, and I can’t afford to do that.”

“But must the neighborhood suffer from his depredations?”

“I will talk with the boy; I will keep him in his room for a week.”

“I’m afraid the boy needs severer measures.  If this were the first, or even the third time,
I would, not say so much.”

“My dear sir, what can I do?”

“The boy needs strict discipline.  If I were still in the navy, and had him aboard my ship, I
could make a man of him.”

“I don’t think anything can be done.”
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“Something must be done, Mr. Baird.  My garden shall not be robbed with impunity.”

“I will do what I can, Mr. Lowington.”

But the owner of the stolen fruit was by this time satisfied that nothing would be done.  
The principal of the Brockway Academy had not force nor influence enough to control 
such a boy as Shuffles.  Mr. Lowington took his leave, determined to apply to another 
tribunal for the correction of the evil.  That night the peach thieves were arrested, and 
put in the lock-up.  The next day they were tried, found guilty, and sentenced to pay a 
fine and costs, which Mr. Baird promptly paid.  Within a week Mr. Lowington’s stable 
was burned to the ground.  Shuffles was seen near the building just before the fire 
broke out; but it could not be proved that he was the incendiary, though no one doubted 
the fact.  He was arrested, but discharged on the examination.

“You see how it is, Mr. Lowington,” said the principal of the Academy, as the two 
gentlemen met after the examination.  “It would have been better for you if you had not 
prosecuted the boy for stealing the peaches.”

“I don’t think so,” replied Mr. Lowington.  “I must do my duty, without regard to 
consequences; and you will pardon me if I say you ought to do the same.”
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“If I expel the boy he would burn the house over my head.”

“Then you think he burned my stable?”

“I don’t know; it cannot be proved that he did.”

“I have no doubt of the fact.  I have no ill will against the boy.  I only desire to protect 
myself and my neighbors from his depredations.”

“I think you were very unfortunate in the method you adopted, Mr. Lowington,” replied 
the principal of the Academy.  “It has reacted upon yourself.”

“Shall this boy steal my fruit and burn my buildings with impunity?” added Mr. 
Lowington, with considerable warmth.

“Certainly not.”

“I applied to you for redress, Mr. Baird.”

“I told you I would talk with the boy.”

“Such a reprobate as that needs something more than talk.”

“What would you do with him, sir?” demanded Mr. Baird, earnestly.

“I hardly know.  I should certainly have expelled him; but that, while it protects the 
Academy, does not benefit the boy.”

“It would only harden the boy.”

“Very likely; and his remaining will harden a dozen more by his influence.  Mr. Baird, I 
shall be obliged to take my nephew out of your institution,” added Mr. Lowington, 
seriously.

“Take him out?”

“I must, indeed.”

“Why so?” asked Mr. Baird, who was touched in a very tender place.

“Because I am not willing to keep him under the influence of such an example as this 
Shuffles sets for his companions.  As the matter now stands, the young rascal has more
influence in the Academy than you have.  You cannot manage him, and you dare not 
expel him.  The boy knows this, and he will not leave his advantage unused.”

“I hope you won’t take Harry out of the school,” said Mr. Baird.
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“I must.”

“Others may do the same.”

“I cannot help it; with my view of the matter, they can hardly do otherwise.”

“But you see, sir, what the effect of this step must be.”

“Mr. Baird, I must be frank with you.  You have declined to expel Shuffles, while you 
know that his influence is bad.  You asked me what you should do? and I told you.  Now,
you prefer to retain Shuffles, but you must lose others.  Permit me to say that you 
should do your duty without regard to consequences.”

“I cannot afford to lose my scholars.”

“Your position is a difficult one.  I grant, Mr. Baird; but without discipline you can do 
nothing for yourself or the boys.”

Mr. Lowington went home, Harry was taken from the Academy, and a dozen parents 
and guardians followed the example of the advocate for discipline.  Mr. Baird was in 
despair.  The institution was falling to pieces for the want of discipline.  The principal had
not the nerve to enforce order, even with the limited means within his reach.  He went to
see Mr. Lowington and begged him to assist in stemming the tide which was setting 
against the Brockway Academy.  The retired naval officer became deeply interested in 
the subject of school discipline in general, especially in its connection with the education
of rich men’s sons given to insubordination.  He pitied poor Mr. Baird in his perplexities, 
for he was a good man and an excellent teacher.
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In the mean time Shuffles grew worse instead of better.  Finding that he could have his 
own way, that the principal was no match for him, his influence for evil was stronger 
than Mr. Baird’s for good.  The worthy schoolmaster had finally resolved to expel his 
troublesome student, when Mr. Lowington one day surprised him by offering to buy out 
the Academy at a price far exceeding its value.  He gladly accepted the offer as the best
solution of the problem, and the naval officer became principal of the Brockway 
Academy.

Mr. Lowington did not expel the refractory pupil at once.  He waited for an overt act; but 
Shuffles found the anaconda of authority tightening upon him.  He attempted to 
vindicate himself before his fellow-students by setting fire to a haystack on the marsh, 
belonging to the new principal.  A searching investigation followed, and Shuffles was 
convicted.  Mr. Lowington wrote to the boy’s father, announcing his expulsion.  Mr. 
Shuffles went to Brockway full of wrath, and threatened the new head of the institution 
with the loss of a large number of his scholars if he disgraced his son by expelling him.  
If the boy had done wrong,—and he supposed he had,—let him be talked to; let him be 
confined to his room for a day or two; but he must not be expelled; it was a disgrace to 
the boy.

The principal was as firm as a rock, and Mr. Shuffles was calm when he found that 
threats were unavailing.  Mr. Lowington pointed out to his visitor the perils which lay in 
the path of his son.  Mr. Shuffles began to be reasonable, and dined with the principal.  
A long and earnest consideration of the whole matter took place over the dessert.  The 
fiat of expulsion was revoked, and young Shuffles was turned over to the ex-naval 
officer, with full power to discipline him as he thought best.  Mr. Lowington had 
converted the father, and he hoped he should be able to convert the son.

After dinner, Mr. Shuffles went down the bay with his host in the yacht.  On the way they
passed the school ship Massachusetts, to which boys are sentenced by the courts for 
crime and vagrancy, and on board of which they are disciplined and educated.  Mr. 
Lowington explained the institution to his guest.

“An excellent idea,” said Mr. Shuffles.

“It is just the place for your son,” replied Mr. Lowington.

“But it is for criminals.”

“Very true.”

“Robert is not a criminal.”

“If he is not now, he soon will be, if he continues in his present course.  If I had him on 
shipboard, I could make a man of him.”
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“Then I wish you had him on shipboard.”

“Perhaps I may yet,” replied the principal, with a smile.  “I did not purchase the Academy
with the intention of becoming a pedagogue, in the ordinary sense of the word.  I have 
no intention of remaining in it.”

“I hope you will.”

“I have been thinking of fitting up a vessel like the school ship, that rich men’s sons may
have the benefit of such an institution without the necessity of committing a crime.  I 
could do more for the boys in a month on board ship than I could in a year at Brockway.”
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This was the first mention which Mr. Lowington made of his plan, though he had been 
considering it for several weeks.  Mr. Shuffles hoped that this idea of a nautical 
academy would be reduced to practice; for he now felt that it was just what his son 
needed.  The project was discussed during the rest of the trip.

The history of the scheme, from its inception, need not be followed in detail.  Many 
persons were consulted in regard to it; there were plenty to approve, and plenty to 
disapprove; but in October the keel of a four hundred ton ship was laid down.  The 
object of this marine institution was thoroughly explained, and before the ship was ready
for launching there were applications for every berth on board of her.

The idea was exceedingly popular among the boys, all of whom were anxious to be 
students on board, especially as it was already hinted that the ship would visit Europe.  
To parents it held out for their sons all the benefits of a sea voyage, with few of its 
disadvantages.  It would furnish healthy exercise and a vigorous constitution to its 
pupils.

In March of the following year the ship was at anchor in Brockway harbor, ready to 
receive her juvenile crew.

CHAPTER II.

THE YOUNG AMERICA.

With Mr. Lowington, the Academy Ship, which was the name he usually applied to the 
idea he had matured, and thus far carried into effect, was not a speculation; he did not 
intend to see how much money could be made by the scheme.  It was an experiment in 
the education of rich men’s sons, for only rich men could pay for scholarships in such an
expensive institution.

The Brockway Academy was to be continued, under the management of a board of 
trustees.  An accomplished teacher had been selected by Mr. Lowington, and the 
school, under its present administration, was in a highly prosperous condition.  Only ten 
of its pupils had been transferred to the Academy Ship, for it required no little nerve on 
the part of parents to send their sons to school on the broad ocean, to battle with the 
elements, to endure the storms of the Atlantic, and to undergo the hardships which 
tender mothers supposed to be inseparably connected with a life on shipboard.

For six months Mr. Lowington had studied upon his plan, and it was hardly matured 
when the new ship came to anchor in Brockway harbor.  During this period he had 
visited the principal cities of the Northern States, those of the southern section being 
closed against his operations by the war of the rebellion then raging at the height of its 
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fury.  He had interested his friends in his bold enterprise, and boys with, whom the 
experiment was to be inaugurated were gathered from all parts of the country.

The securing of the requisite number of pupils was the first success, and what he had 
regarded as the most difficult part of the enterprise.  More than half of them had been 
obtained before it was deemed prudent to lay the keel of the ship.  The details of the 
plan had been carefully considered during the winter, and when the ship was moored at 
Brockway, the organization of the school, its rules and regulations had all been written 
out.  The boys began to arrive about the first of March, and by the first of April all of 
them, eighty-seven in number, were on board.
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Mr. Lowington was naturally very anxious for the success of his experiment, and for 
months he had labored with unceasing diligence in perfecting his plan, and carrying it 
into operation.  In this occupation he had found the activity he needed; and he may not 
be blamed for believing, all the time, that he was laboring for his country and his race.

If it has been inferred from what has been said of Mr. Lowington, of his domestic 
afflictions, and of his views on the subject of discipline, that he was an austere, cold, 
and unsympathizing man, a wrong impression has been conveyed.  The boys of the 
Brockway Academy, when they came to know him, loved him as much as they 
respected him.  He was not the man needlessly to abridge the harmless enjoyment of 
youth, or to repress its innocent hilarity.  He watched the sports of the students with 
interest and pleasure, and encouraged them by all the means in his power.  He was 
fond of humor, enjoyed a harmless joke, and had a keen appreciation of juvenile wit.  
He was a good companion for the boys, and when they understood him, he was always 
welcome to the play-ground.

The new ship had been duly christened Young America at the launching, by Miss Josey 
Martyn—a name which was rapturously applauded by the boys.  She was one hundred 
and eighteen feet in length, and of about four hundred tons burden.  She had been built 
as strong as wood, iron, and copper could make her.  For a ship, she was small, which 
permitted her to be light sparred, so that her juvenile crew could handle her with the 
more ease.  She had a flush deck; that is, it was unbroken from stem to stern.  There 
was no cabin, poop, camboose, or other house on deck, and the eye had a clean range 
over the whole length of her.  There was a skylight between the fore and the main mast,
and another between the main and mizzen masts, to afford light and air to the 
apartments below.  There were three openings in the deck by which entrance could be 
obtained to the interior of the ship:  the fore hatch, the main hatch, and the companion-
way, the two former being used by the crew, and the latter by the officers.

The between-decks, which is the space included between the upper and the lower deck,
was fitted up for the accommodation of the officers and crew.  Descending by the 
companion-way—which in the Young America extended athwartships—on the right, at 
the foot of the stairs, was the officers’ cabin, occupying the part of the ship nearest to 
the stern.  This apartment was twenty-eight feet long, by fifteen in breadth at the widest 
part, with four state rooms on each side.  The mizzen mast passed up through the 
middle of it.  This cabin was richly but plainly fitted up, and was furnished well enough 
for a drawing-room on shore.  It was for the use of the juvenile officers of the ship, 
fifteen in number, who were to hold their positions as rewards of merit.  The captain had
a room to himself, while each of the other apartments was to accommodate two officers.
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On the left of the companion-way, descending the stairs, was the “old folks’ cabin,” as it 
was called by the students.  It was in the locality corresponding to that occupied by the 
ward room of a man-of-war.  Though the after cabin is the place of honor on board a 
ship, Mr. Lowington had selected the ward room for himself and the teachers, in 
preference to the after cabin, because it was next to the steerage, which was occupied 
by the larger portion of the pupils, and because the form of the ship did not contract the 
dimensions of the state rooms.  This cabin was twenty-two feet long and fifteen feet 
wide, with no waste room, as in the after cabin, caused by the rounding in of the ship’s 
counter.  On the sides were five state rooms, besides a pantry for the steward, and a 
dispensary for the surgeon.

The forward room on the starboard side was occupied by Mr. Lowington alone; the next 
on the same side by the chaplain and doctor; and each of the three on the port side by 
two of the teachers.  This cabin was elegantly finished and furnished, and the 
professors were delighted with its cheerful and pleasant aspect.

From the main cabin, as that of the “faculty” was called, were two doors, opening into 
the steerage, fifty-two feet in length by fifteen feet in width of clear space between the 
berths, which diminished to nine feet abreast of the foremast.  This apartment was eight
feet high, and was lighted in part by a large skylight midway between the fore and main 
mast, and partly by bull’s eyes in the side of the ship.  There were seventy-two berths, 
placed in twelve rooms, opening from passage-ways, which extended athwartships from
the main steerage, and were lighted by the bull’s eyes.  There were no doors to these 
dormitories, each of which contained six berths, in two tiers of three each.  It was 
intended that the six boys occupying one of these rooms should form a mess.  Between 
the gangways, or passages, were mess tables, which could be swung up against the 
partition when not in use.

The steerage was neatly and tastefully fitted up, and furnished, though not so elegantly 
as the cabins.  It was to be the school room, as well as the parlor and dining room of the
boys, and it would compare favorably with such apartments in well-ordered academies 
on shore.  There was plenty of shelves, pouches, and lockers, under the lower berths, 
and beneath the bull’s eyes at the head of the main gangways, for clothing and books, 
and each boy had a place for every article which regulations allowed him to possess.

Forward of the foremast there were two large state rooms; that on the starboard side 
having four berths, for the boatswain, carpenter, sailmaker, and head steward; and the 
one on the port side with six, for the two cooks and the four under stewards, all of whom
were men skilful and experienced in their several departments.  Forward of these was 
the kitchen, from which opened the lamp room, a triangular closet in the bow of the 
ship.  Mr. Lowington had taken the idea of locating the cooking apartment in the 
extreme forward part of the vessel from the Victoria and Albert, the steam yacht of the 
Queen of England.
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The hold beneath the berth deck contained the water tanks, bread room, chain lockers, 
and a multitude of store rooms for provisions, clothing, and supplies of every description
needed on board during a long voyage.

The Young America was to be officered and manned by the students.  They were to 
work the ship, to make and take in sail, to reef, steer, and wash down decks, as well as 
study and recite their lessons.  They were to go aloft, stand watch, man the capstan, 
pull the boats; in short, to do everything required of seamen on board a ship.  Mr. 
Lowington was to lure them into the belief, while they were hauling tacks and sheets, 
halyards and braces, that they were not at work, but at play.  The labor required of them 
was an essential element in the plan, by which the boys were to obtain, the necessary 
physical exercise, and the discipline they so much needed.

By the first of April the last of the students had reported to the principal on board, and 
the professors, as the boys insisted upon calling them, had taken possession of their 
state rooms.  Though some of the pupils had been on board nearly a month, the 
organization of the ship had not been commenced; but classes had been formed in 
some of the studies, by the teachers, and the pupils recited every day.  The boatswain 
had instructed the boys in rowing, and some temporary regulations had been adopted 
for the eating and sleeping departments.  But not a boy had been allowed to go aloft, 
and nothing more than ordinary school discipline had been attempted.

The boys, as boys always are, were impatient at this delay.  They wanted to be 
bounding over the ocean—to be on their way to some foreign port.  They were anxious 
to work, to climb the rigging, and stand at the wheel.  As yet they knew very little of the 
purposes of the principal, and had but a faint perception of the life they were to lead in 
the Academy Ship.  It was understood that the officers were to be selected for their 
merit, and that the ship, some time or other, was to cross the ocean; but beyond this, all 
was darkness and uncertainty.

“To-morrow will be the first day of April,” said George Wilton, as he walked the deck of 
the Young America with Richard Carnes, a dignified young gentleman of seventeen.  
“Mr. Lowington said we should go to work on that day.”

“If he said so, then of course we shall go to work,” replied Carnes.

“I’m tired of waiting,” added Wilton.  “I think this is a stupid kind of life.  We are not even 
tied to a bell rope here.”

“You will get discipline enough as soon as the crew are organized.”

“I suppose we shall.  Do you think we shall go to sea to-morrow?”

“Go to sea to-morrow!” exclaimed Carnes.
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“Shuffles said so.”

“How can we go to sea to-morrow?  The crew don’t know the mainmast from a 
handspike.  They couldn’t do anything with the ship now; they don’t know the ropes.”
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“You do, Carnes.”

“Well, I know something about a ship,” replied the dignified young gentleman, who had 
made one voyage up the Mediterranean with his uncle.

“I was pretty sure we should get out into blue water by to-morrow.”

“Nonsense!”

“Shuffles said so.”

“He is mistaken.”

“What are we going to do?”

“I don’t know?  I’m content to wait till orders come.”

“I don’t want to wait any longer,” added Wilton.

“What are you talking about, fellows?” asked Shuffles, joining them, as they walked 
forward.

“Didn’t you say we were going to sea to-morrow, Shuffles?” asked Wilton.

“Of course we are.”

“Who says so?” demanded Carnes.

“All the fellows say so.”

“It can’t be true.”

“Why not?  We are not going to stay here forever.”

“In my opinion, we shall stay here some weeks, if not some months,” added Carnes.

“What for?”

“To pursue our studies, in the first place, and to learn our duty as seamen, in the 
second.”

“I don’t believe I shall stay here a great while longer,” said Shuffles, with evident 
disgust.  “There’s no fun lying here.”

“You can’t help yourself,” added Wilton.
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“Perhaps I can’t, but I can try,” said Shuffles, as he glanced towards the shore.

“All hands ahoy!” shouted Peaks, the boatswain, as his shrill whistle rang through the 
ship.

The boys had been taught the meaning of this call, and they gathered in the waist, 
eager to know what was to be required of them.

Mr. Lowington stood on the raised hatch over the main scuttle, where all the students 
could see him.  It was evident that he had some announcement to make, especially as 
the following day had been assigned for organizing the ship’s company.  The boys were 
silent, and their faces betrayed the curiosity which they felt.

“Young gentleman,” the principal began, “this ship will go into commission to-morrow.”

“Don’t know what you mean, sir,” said Paul Kendall as Mr. Lowington paused to observe
the effect of his announcement.

“I did not suppose that many of you would understand the expression.  In the navy, a 
ship is said to go into commission when the captain takes his place on board, and the 
crew are organized for duty.  When this takes place, the ensign is hoisted.  To-morrow, 
at twelve o’clock, we shall display the colors at the peak.  With us, going into 
commission will only mean the organization of our school.  From that time, we shall 
observe the discipline of a man-of-war, so far as the ship and crew are concerned.”

“Shall we go to sea then?” asked Wilton.

“I think not,” replied Mr. Lowington, laughing.  “We shall not leave the harbor till every 
officer and seaman knows his duty.  You shall have enough to do to-morrow, young 
gentlemen.”

“When shall we be able to go to sea?”
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“I don’t know.  There are many ropes in the ship, and you have a great deal to learn 
before I shall be willing to trust you with the anchor at the cat-head.”

“What is the cat-head, sir?” asked Kendall

“Do you wish to go to sea without knowing what the cat-head is?” replied the principal.  
“You shall know in due time.  To-morrow we shall select the officers, fifteen in number, 
who are to occupy the after cabin.”

This announcement created a decided sensation among the eighty-seven boys 
gathered in the waist, for the subject had been full of interest to them.  The after cabin 
had thus far been a sealed book; the door was locked, and they had not even seen the 
inside of the apartment.  They were curious to visit this cabin, and to know who were to 
occupy it.

“After the organization of the school, it is my intention to give these offices to those who 
obtain the highest number of merit marks, which will be given for good conduct, good 
lessons, and progress in seamanship.  The best boy, who is at the same time the best 
scholar and the best seaman, shall be captain.  We have no marks now by which to 
make the selection, and I intend to have you elect him the first time, reserving to myself 
the right to veto your choice if it is obviously an improper one.”

As Mr. Lowington uttered this last remark, he glanced, perhaps unconsciously, at 
Shuffles, who stood directly in front of him.

“Young gentlemen, the ballot will take place to-morrow morning, at nine o’clock.  I have 
given you this notice, that you may be able to consider the matter and, if you choose, to 
make nominations for the several offices,” continued the principal.

“What are the offices, sir?”

“The first and most important one, of course, is the captain.  The others are four 
lieutenants, four masters, two pursers, and four midshipmen.”

“What are they to do?” asked Kendall.

“I will not explain their duties now; it would require too much time.  I mentioned them in 
the order of their importance.  Now, young gentlemen, you should select your 
candidates for these offices by merit, not by favor.  I am aware that a few of you have 
been to sea, but probably none of you are competent to handle a ship; and your choice 
should be based mainly on good character and good conduct.  I hope I shall be able to 
approve the choice you may make.  You are dismissed now.”

“Three cheers for the principal!” shouted one of the boys.
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“Silence, young gentleman!  Let me say now, that no expressions of approbation or 
disapprobation are to be allowed.”

The boys separated into groups, and immediately gave their attention to the important 
subject suggested to them by Mr. Lowington.  It must be acknowledged that violent 
symptoms of “log-rolling” began to be exhibited.  There were fifty, if not eighty-seven 
young men who wished to be captain, and sit at the head of the table in the after cabin.  
Some of them went down into the steerage, and in five minutes there was a confused 
jabbering in every part of the ship.
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“For whom shall you vote, Wilton?” asked Shuffles in a group of half a dozen which had 
gathered around one of the mess tables.

“I don’t know? whom do you go for?” replied Wilton.

“I rather think I shall go for Bob Shuffles.  In my opinion, he is the best fellow on board,” 
replied the owner of that name.

“That’s modest,” laughed Wilton.

“Do you know of any fellow that would make a better captain than I should?”

“You don’t know the first thing about a ship.”

“What odds does that make?  I can learn as fast as anybody else.”

“Do you expect every fellow to vote for himself?” asked Howe, another of the group.

“Of course I don’t; I expect them to vote for me,” answered Shuffles, with great good-
nature.

“You are rather cheeky, Shuffles.”

“What’s the use of mincing the matter?  Here we are, half a dozen of the best fellows in 
the ship.  We can’t all be captain; but one of us can be just as well as not.”

“That’s so,” added Howe, approvingly.  “But who shall that one be?”

“I am the one, without a doubt,” said Shuffles.

“I don’t see it,” interposed Monroe, shaking his head; and he was the young gentleman 
who had assisted the aspirant for the captaincy to rob Mr. Lowington’s favorite peach 
tree.

“What have you got to say about it, Ike Monroe?  Do you expect us to go for you?”

“I didn’t say so.”

“That’s what you meant.”

“I’ve just as much right to the place as you have, Bob Shuffles.”

“Do you think you could make the fellows stand round as I can?  But hold on; fellows, 
don’t let us fight about it.  We are just the best six fellows on board, and if we have a 
mind to do so, we can have this thing all our own way,” continued Shuffles.
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“I don’t see how,” said Philip Sanborn.

“Don’t you know how the politicians manage these things?”

“I don’t.”

“I’ll tell you, then.”

“But the principal said we must go according to merit, and elect the fellows who were 
the best fitted for the offices,” interposed Howe.

“Exactly so; that’s just what we are going to do.  I’m going to be captain; can you tell me
of any better fellow for the place?” demanded Shuffles, who, putting aside the jesting 
manner in which he had commenced the discussion, now assumed an earnest and 
impudent tone.

“Didn’t you hear what Lowington said when he wound up his speech?” asked Wilton.

“What?”

“About vetoing our choice if it was not a proper one.”

“What of it?” asked Shuffles, innocently.

“Don’t you think he would veto you?”

“Me!  Not he!  Lowington knows that I’m smart; I was too smart for him once, and he 
knows it.  He won’t veto me.  We have been the best of friends lately.”

“I don’t believe he’ll have a chance to veto you,” said Wilton.
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“What do you mean?”

“I don’t believe you will be elected.”

“I know I shall, if we manage it right.  Let us look at it,” continued Shuffles, as he took a 
pencil from his pocket.  “Got a piece of paper?”

Monroe gave him a piece of paper, and the wire-puller began to make his calculations.

“Eighty-seven votes,” said he, writing the number on the paper.  “Necessary to a choice,
forty-four.  Here are six votes to start with.”

“For whom?” asked Monroe.

“For me, for captain, first, and for each of the others for whatever place he wants; say 
for Wilton for first lieutenant; Howe for second, Sanborn for third, Monroe for fourth, and 
Adler for first master.  What do you say to that, fellows?”

As with the political “slate,” there was some difference of opinion in regard to the minor 
officers, even after Shuffles’ claim to the captaincy had been conceded But this 
disposition of the spoils was finally agreed to.

“Now we want thirty-eight more votes,” Shuffles proceeded.

“Just so; and you might as well attempt to jump over the main royal yard as to get 
them,” added Adler, who, having been assigned to the office lowest in rank, was least 
satisfied with the “slate.”

“Hold on; we haven’t done yet.  There are nine more offices.  Now we will pick out some
good fellow that will work for us, for each of these places; then we will promise him six 
votes if he will go our ticket, and do what he can for us.”

“That will give us only fifteen votes,” said Adler.

“I think that will be doing very well to start with.  Then you five fellows can electioneer for
me, and I’ll do the same for you.”

“I think we have made one mistake,” added Sanborn.  “Most of the fellows will go for 
Carnes for captain.  He is an old salt, and has more influence than any other student in 
the ship.  We ought to offer him some place.”

“Make him purser, if you like,” said Shuffles, contemptuously.

“That won’t go down.  Make him first lieutenant.”

36



“And shove me out?” demanded Wilton, indignantly.  “I don’t see it!”

“Nor I,” added Shuffles.  “I won’t vote for Carnes, any how.  He’s a snob and a flunky.”

It was useless to resist the fiat of the chief wire-puller; the ticket remained as it had been
originally prepared; and the young gentlemen proceeded to distribute the rest of the 
offices.

CHAPTER III.

THE ENSIGN AT THE PEAK.

The students on board of the Young America were between the ages of fourteen and 
seventeen.  By the regulations, no boy under fourteen or over seventeen could be 
admitted, and they averaged about fifteen.  They had, therefore, reached the years of 
discretion.  Among them were a great many who were disposed to be wild boys, and not
a few who had found it difficult to remain in similar institutions on shore.  They were not 
criminal or depraved, but simply wild; with a tendency to break through reasonable 
restraint; with a taste for mad pranks, and a contempt for authority.
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Of this class, who were a trial and a torment to the teachers of the ordinary high schools
and academies, the larger proportion would have scorned to steal, or commit any 
wanton outrage upon the persons or property of others.  There were many high-minded,
noble-hearted young men, who could not tamely submit to authority, and were prone to 
insubordination, and who only needed the right kind of discipline to make them earnest 
and faithful men and useful citizens.  There were few, if any, dunces or blockheads 
among them, for a life on shipboard had no attractions for such boys.  They were, 
almost without an exception, wide-awake, bold, daring fellows, who had a taste for 
stirring events; fellows who wanted to climb the Rocky Mountains, visit the North Pole, 
and explore the Mammoth Cave.  They were full of fun and mischief and it would have 
been easy at any time to get up a party among them to march the principal’s cow into 
the parlor of the Academy; to climb to the belfry on a winter’s night, and fill the inverted 
bell with water, where it would freeze solid before morning; or to convey the occupants 
of the hen-coop to the recitation room.

It was Mr. Lowington’s task to repress the mischief in these boys, to keep them 
occupied with work and play, and to develop their moral and mental capacities.  He had 
doubtless taken a heavy load upon himself but he felt that he was to labor for his race 
and his country.  At least one half of his students were too wild to attend the ordinary 
public or private schools, or to profit by them if admitted.  With such material, his work 
could not be a sinecure.  But he had a taste for it, and he gave his whole heart and soul 
to the performance of his duties.

When the students were gathered on board the Young America, they were mostly 
strangers to him, though he had communicated personally or by letter with the parents 
of all of them.  He had read and listened to the stories of their pranks and peccadilloes, 
but when they came together, he hardly knew one from another, and was not prejudiced
against any individual by the terrible accounts of him related by parents, guardians, or 
teachers.  He purposed to give them the opportunity to select their own officers at first, 
in order to win a more cheerful obedience from them, and because the students knew 
each other better than he knew them.

After the announcement of the principal that the voting would commence on the 
following morning, nothing else was talked of on board.  The qualifications of various 
members of the school were discussed by groups of excited voters; and we must do 
them the justice to say that most of them considered the matter unselfishly and with a 
single eye to the public good.  Perhaps it is a little remarkable that not a single student, 
outside of the little group of wire-pullers that gathered in the steerage, thought of 
Shuffles for the position of captain; and the “log-rollers” were likely to have up-hill work 
in electing themselves to the six principal offices.  But they went to work, and labored 
very diligently till bed-time in carrying their point.
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While none thought of Shuffles in connection with the highest position, many mentioned 
the dignified young gentleman, who had made one voyage up the Mediterranean—-
Richard Carnes.  He had been on board a fortnight, and had won and retained the 
respect of all his companions.

Before the little band of wire-pullers in the steerage had made up the “slate” to suit their 
minds, the crowd on deck had agreed upon Richard Carnes for captain, and were busy 
in discussing the qualifications of others for the subordinate offices, when the log-rollers 
separated, and went to work upon their mission.

“How are you going to vote for captain, Kendall?” said Wilton, stopping up to the young 
gentleman who had proposed so many questions to the principal, and who had been so 
honest in confessing his ignorance of nautical matters.

“For Carnes, of course.”

“Humph!  I wouldn’t vote for him,” sneered the wire-puller.

“Why not?”

“He’s too stiff; he’ll put on airs, and be a tyrant over us.”

“No, he won’t.”

“You see if he don’t.  I say, Kendall, are you up for any office?” continued Wilton, with a 
certain appearance of slyness which the straightforward young gentleman did not 
exactly like.

“Am I?”

“Yes, you.  Wouldn’t you like a room in the after cabin?”

“Perhaps I would,” answered Kendall, thoughtfully; and the place was certainly very 
inviting to him.

“They say the after cabin is a perfect little palace.”

“I dare say it is.”

“You can just as well go in there, if you like.”

“I don’t see how that can be.  I don’t think I’m fit to be an officer.  I am from Cincinnati, 
and I never saw a ship till I came east three weeks ago.”

“None of the fellows know anything about a ship.  All of us will have to learn.”
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“Carnes knows all about one.”

“No, he don’t.  He made one voyage, and knows just enough to talk salt.  He’s a good 
fellow enough, but he isn’t fit for captain.  If you want to be an officer, Kendall, and have 
a berth in the after cabin, you can, just as well as not.”

“Well, I would like such a place; I can’t deny it; but I don’t think the fellows will go for 
me.”

“They will, if you say so.”

“If I say so!  I’m not going to ask them to vote for me,” replied Kendall, warmly; for he 
was no politician and had a vein of modesty in his composition.

“You needn’t say a word to any one.  If you will go for our ticket, it will be all right.  Half a
dozen of us have talked this matter over, and we have concluded that you would be the 
best fellow for second master.”

“Have you?” asked Kendall, who could not help being gratified to learn that even half a 
dozen of his companions had thought him worthy to be an officer of so high a rank as 
second master.  “I’m very much obliged to you.”

“All you have to do, is to go for our ticket.”
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“What do you mean by your ticket?” demanded Kendall, who was rather confused by 
the technical terms of the wire-puller.

Wilton explained that his little party had selected a candidate for each of the offices; and
if all the fellows agreed to it, there would be fifteen votes for their ticket, to begin with.

“Well, what is your ticket?” demanded Kendall, impatiently.  “If they are all good fellows, 
I will go for them.  Of course you mean to vote for Carnes for captain.”

“Not exactly,” replied Wilton, with evident disgust.  “We shall put up a better fellow than 
he is for captain.”

“Why, all the boys are going for him,” added Kendall, astonished to find there were any 
who did not believe in Carnes.

“No, they are not.”

“I thought they were.”

“He will not be elected, and you need not throw your vote away upon him, because, if 
you don’t want a place in the after cabin, there are plenty of fellows who do,” added the 
wire-puller, with apparent indifference.

“But I do want it.”

“Then all you have to do, is to go for our ticket.”

“I think Carnes will make the best captain.”

“Very well; if you think so, you have a right to your own opinion.  I haven’t any mortgage 
on it.”

“Whom are you going to run for captain?”

“It’s no use to talk any more about it, if you are going for Carnes,” replied Wilton, as he 
turned to move away.

The wire-puller was playing a part.  Paul Kendall was a noble little fellow, and was 
already a great favorite on board, not only with the boys, but with the principal and the 
professors.  Wilton knew that he had a great deal of influence, and it was important to 
secure him for their ticket.  If he could tell others that Kendall was going for their men, it 
would induce many to join their party.  The “favorite,” though he was an honest, noble-
hearted fellow, was still human, and a berth in the after cabin was a strong temptation to
him.
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“I’m not going to say I’ll vote for a fellow till I know who he is,” added Kendall.  “If he’s 
the right person, perhaps I’ll go for him, though I wanted to see Carnes captain.”

“Carnes can’t be elected, I tell you.  We are going against him.”

“Whom are you going for, then?”

“For Bob Shuffles,” replied Wilton, desperately, for he did not wish to mention his 
candidate till he had won the assent of his companion.

“Shuffles!” exclaimed Kendall, with something like horror mingled with his astonishment;
“I shall not go for him, anyhow.”

“Why not?”

“I don’t think he is the right person for the place.”

“I do; he’s a first-rate fellow—none of your milk and water chaps, that swallow camels 
and strain at gnats.”

Kendall had some decided objections to Shuffles, and he positively refused to vote for 
him, even to obtain the coveted position in the after cabin.  Wilton argued the matter 
with much skill and cunning; but his logic and his eloquence were both wasted.
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“Well, if you won’t go for Shuffles, you must be content with your place in the steerage,” 
added Wilton.

“I won’t go for him, any how,” said Kendall, firmly.

“You are making a mistake.”

“I don’t think so.  I’m bound to vote for the best fellow, and I’m sure Shuffles isn’t the 
right one.”

“See here, Kendall; don’t say a word to the others that I spoke to you of this little 
matter.  I thought you would go with us, or I shouldn’t have said anything to you.”

“Not say anything?  Why not?”

“Because it will be better to keep still.”

“I shall not do anything of the kind.  You have got up a plan to defeat Carnes, by giving 
the offices to fellows who will vote against him.  You wish me to keep still, while you 
carry out your plan.  I can see through a cord of wood, when there’s a hole big enough.”

“I mentioned this thing to you in confidence.”

“You didn’t say a word about confidence; and I didn’t promise to keep still.  I won’t keep 
still.  I think it is a mean trick to buy up the votes of the fellows, and I’ll blow the whole 
thing higher than a kite.”

“You’ll catch it if you do,” said Wilton, in a threatening tone.

“Catch what?” demanded Kendall, with a very pretty exhibition of dignity.

“Bob Shuffles will give it to you.”

“Give what to me?”

“Give you the biggest licking you ever had in your life,” answered Wilton, angrily, “You 
are so stupid, you can’t understand anything.”

“I think I can understand the licking, when if comes.  That’s a game that two can play 
at.”

“What do you mean, you little bantam?  Do you think you can whip Bob Shuffles?”

“I had no idea of whipping him; and I have no idea of his whipping me, either.”
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Kendall was spunky.  Wilton could make nothing of him by threats or persuasion; and he
turned away from him to seek a more promising field of labor.  Kendall took off his cap, 
scratched his head as he reflected upon the event which had just transpired, and made 
up his mind that it was an insult to an independent elector to attempt to buy his vote with
the paltry consideration of an office.  He was sorry that he had been even tempted by 
the proposition of the wire-pullers, and thankful that his sense of honor and decency 
had prompted him to decline it when asked to vote for an improper person.  True to his 
promise, he made all haste to expose the conspiracy, as he regarded it, against Carnes.

When the students turned in that night, the wire-pullers had found a sufficient number of
candidates for all the offices on the terms set forth in the compact, each of whom had 
promised to use his influence for the entire ticket.  Shuffles had made a very pretty 
calculation, to the effect that each of the fifteen candidates could influence at least two 
votes besides his own for the ticket, which would inevitably elect it.  But during all this 
time Paul Kendall had been laboring like a Trojan for Carnes, and had induced his 
friends to do the same.
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At nine-o’clock in the morning, the polls were opened for the election of officers.  A box 
was placed on the fife-rail, at the mainmast, in which the ballots were deposited, under 
the inspection of Professor Mapps.

“Have all the students voted?” called the professor, when the voting was suspended.  “If
so, I declare the poll closed.”

It was a moment of intense excitement on the spar deck of the Young America when Mr.
Lowington stood up on the hatch to announce the vote.  There was a pleasant smile 
upon his face, which indicated that it would not be his painful duty to veto the choice of 
the independent electors.

“Young gentlemen, your balloting appears to have been conducted with entire fairness,” 
said he, “and I will proceed to declare the result.  Whole number of votes, eighty-seven; 
necessary to a choice, forty-four.  Paul Kendall has five; Charles Gordon has seven; 
Robert Shuffles has twenty-two; Richard Carnes has fifty-three, and is elected captain 
of the Young America for the succeeding three months.”

The party who had worked and voted for Carnes applauded the result most lustily, and 
gave three cheers for the new captain, which, on this exciting occasion, were not 
objected to by the principal.  Shuffles’s jaw dropped down, and his lip quivered with 
angry emotion.

“That little whipper-snapper of a Kendall did that,” said Wilton, in a low tone, to the 
disappointed candidate.  “I was afraid of this when I saw him blowing about the deck.”

“I’ll settle it with him when I get a good chance,” growled Shuffles, as he went to the rail 
and looked over into the water, in order to conceal his disappointment and chagrin.

“Young gentlemen will bring in their votes for first lieutenant,” said Professor Mapps, as 
he placed the box on the fife-rail again.

The boys marched around the mainmast, and deposited their ballots for the second 
officer, as they had done before.  The friends of Shuffles rallied again, hoping that 
something might yet come of the compact they had made with him, and gave him their 
votes for first lieutenant, though, in his chagrin, he declared that he would not accept the
position.  Fortunately for him, he was not called upon to do so; for Charles Gordon was 
elected by a very large majority.  As the election proceeded, it became evident that 
there was no office for Shuffles.  Paul Kendall was elected fourth lieutenant and the 
announcement of the vote was greeted by even more hearty applause than had been 
bestowed upon the captain.

At the conclusion of the balloting, Shuffles found that not a single one of the wire-
pullers, or of the candidates nominated by them, had been elected.  The attempt to 
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bribe the independent voters, by giving them office, had been a signal failure; and it is to
be hoped that Young America, when fully developed, will stick to his principles.

“Captain Richard Carnes,” said Mr. Lowington, as he stepped upon the hatch, after the 
voting had been concluded.
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The young gentleman thus addressed came forward, blushing beneath the honors 
which had been bestowed upon him.  The principal took his hand.

“Captain Carnes, I congratulate you upon your election to the highest office in the gift of 
your companions; and I congratulate your fellow-students also upon having so good a 
young man to handle the ship.  You have been modest, and they have been wise.  I 
congratulate you both.  Young gentlemen, I am satisfied that your captain will be just, 
courteous, and gentlemanly, in his relations with you; and I hope you will yield a willing 
and cheerful obedience to his orders, and to those of all your superiors.  Let me say that
this business is not a farce; it is not mere boys’ play; for as soon as the officers and 
crew are fully trained and instructed, all ship duty will be carried on without assistance 
from me or others.  When necessary, I shall advise the captain what to do, but I shall 
not do it myself; neither shall I needlessly interfere with the discipline of the ship.

“This is the last time an election of officers will be permitted, for it is liable to many 
objections, not the least of which are the bribery and corruption by which some have 
attempted to obtain office.”

Mr. Lowington looked at Shuffles, as though he knew all about the method to which he 
had resorted to secure an election; but we are quite sure that Paul Kendall had never 
lisped a word of it to him, or to any of the instructors.

“On the first day of July, young gentlemen, all the offices will be vacant; and they will be 
awarded strictly in accordance with the marks you may obtain.  There will be no veto 
upon the result of the merit roll.  These places, therefore, are open to all.  We have no 
aristocracy on board.  Every student in the ship is a candidate for the captaincy.  Now, if 
the officers elect will follow me to the after cabin, I will install them into their new 
positions; after which I will proceed to organize the crew.”

The door of the after cabin, which had hitherto been a mystery to all the boys, was 
unlocked by the head steward, and Mr. Lowington, followed by the officers, entered.  
The students on deck were ordered forward, and were not even permitted to look down 
the companion-way, for the principal intended to keep the after cabin exclusively for the 
officers; and no one not entitled to admission was to be allowed to cross its threshold.  
He believed that this mystery, and this rigid adherence to the division line between 
officers and crew, would promote the discipline of the ship, and enhance the value of 
the offices—the prizes for good conduct, and general fidelity to duty.

“Captain Carnes, this is your state room,” continued Mr. Lowington, opening the door of 
the room farthest forward on the starboard side.  “As the commander of the ship you are
entitled to an apartment by yourself.”

“Thank you, sir,” replied the captain, as he stepped into the room.
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“You will find on the hooks your uniform as captain.  There are three suits, from which 
you will select one that fits you.”

Captain Carnes entered and closed the door.  If he did not feel like a king, he ought to 
have felt so.

Mr. Lowington then gave the next room to the first and second lieutenants, who were to 
occupy it together; and they were also directed to clothe themselves in the uniforms 
deposited there for their use.  The third state room was given to the third and fourth 
lieutenants, and the fourth to the first and second midshipmen.  The forward room of the
port side was assigned to the first and second masters; the next to the third and fourth; 
the third to the two pursers, and the last to the third and fourth midshipmen.

In a short time the officers came out of their rooms clothed in their uniforms, which 
consisted of a blue frock coat, with brass buttons, and blue pants.  The cap was of the 
same material, with a gold band around it.  Thus far the uniforms were all alike; but 
there were distinguishing insignia to indicate the rank of each.  All the officers had 
shoulder-straps, by which their positions were designated.  The captain had two 
anchors; the first lieutenant had one anchor, with four stars, one above, one below, and 
one on each side; the second lieutenant had the anchor with three stars—none above; 
the third lieutenant, one star on each side of the anchor; and the fourth lieutenant one 
star below the anchor.  The captain also wore five narrow gold bands on each of his 
coat sleeves; the first lieutenant four, and so on, the fourth wearing but one band.

The shoulder-straps of the masters contained no anchor; only the stars, one for each 
grade, the first master having four stars; the fourth only one.  The rank of the pursers 
was indicated by the outline of a parallelogram for the second, and two of the same 
figure, one within the other, for the first.  The straps of the midshipmen contained gilt 
numbers, from one to four, designating their grade.

The officers presented a very elegant and dashing appearance in their new uniform; 
and if some of them did not feel a little vain, it was because they were less human than 
boys usually are.

“What are we to do, sir?” asked Kendall of the principal, after the uniforms had been 
duly criticised.

“Nothing, at present.”

“Nothing!  Why, I feel like a counterfeit gold dollar, in this rig, when I know no more 
about a ship than I do about the inside of the moon.”

“You will learn in due time.  You will go on deck now, young gentlemen; and remember 
that, as officers, you are not to be familiar with the crew while you are on duty.”
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“Can’t we speak to them?” asked Kendall, who was not disposed to be so exclusive as 
naval discipline required him to be.

“Not while you are on duty, except when it is necessary to do so.  We will now assign 
the berths in the steerage to the crew.”
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As the boys came on board, they had taken the berths as they pleased.  Shuffles had 
selected a room, and invited his “cronies” to occupy the bunks it contained with him.  
The berths were now to be distributed by lot.  Professor Mapps had provided seventy-
two slips of paper, on each of which he had written a number.  The boys were mustered 
into line, and drew out these numbers from the package.  As each student drew his slip, 
the purser wrote down his name in a book, with the number he had drawn.

In the steerage, each berth had its own number, which was also applied to a locker, and
a seat at one of the mess tables.  When the drawing was completed each student had 
his berth, his clothes locker, and his seat at meals.  Many of them were extremely 
dissatisfied when they found that they had been separated from their “cronies;” but the 
principal was firm, and would not allow a single change to be made.

By this time it was twelve o’clock, and Boatswain Peaks piped all hands to muster.  The 
ensign was hoisted, and saluted with three cheers, in which all hands, young and old, 
joined.  When this ceremony was finished, the crew were piped to dinner, and the 
officers went to their cabin, where the steward had set the table for them for the first 
time.  They dined like lords, though upon the same fare as their companions in the 
steerage.

CHAPTER IV.

OFFICERS AND SEAMEN.

After dinner the organization of the crew was continued.  All hands were “piped to 
muster,” and by this time most of those who had been disaffected at the drawing of 
berths had recovered their natural equanimity, and all were intensely interested in the 
arrangement of the details.  None of the boys knew what was coming, and their curiosity
kept them in a continuous state of excitement.

“All who have drawn even numbers will take the starboard side of the ship,” said Mr. 
Lowington from his perch on the hatch.  “All who have drawn odd numbers will take the 
port side.”

“This is the starboard side, my lads,” added Mr. Fluxion, the instructor in mathematics
—who, like the principal, had been a naval officer,—as he pointed to the right, looking 
forward.

Some had already forgotten their numbers, and there was considerable confusion 
before the order could be obeyed.

“Young gentlemen, the books will be opened to-day; and a student who forgets his 
number again will lose a mark,” said Mr. Lowington.  “Are they all in their places, Mr. 
Fluxion?”
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“They are, sir,” replied the instructor, who had just counted them.

“Young gentlemen, you are thus divided into two equal parts—the starboard and the 
port watches.  Now form a straight line, toe the crack, and call your numbers in order, 
beginning with the starboard watch.”

The boys eagerly followed this direction, though some assistance was required from the
instructors in repressing their superfluous enthusiasm.
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“Very well,” continued Mr. Lowington, when the students were formed in two lines.  
“Every boy in the starboard watch whose number is divisible by four, step forward one 
pace.  Number three in the port watch, do the same.  Mr. Mapps, oblige me by seeing 
that every alternate boy in the line steps forward.”

“The line is formed, sir,” replied the instructor, when he had carried out the direction of 
the principal.

“Each watch is now divided into two parts—the first and second parts, as they will be 
called.  Now, young gentlemen, the clothing will be distributed, and each student will put
on his uniform at once.”

The four lines were then marched down into the steerage, each under the charge of an 
instructor, to a particular locality, where the head steward and his assistants had 
deposited the clothing for each watch and quarter watch.  The uniform consisted of blue
seaman’s pants and a heavy flannel shirt or frock, such as is worn in the United States 
navy.  To each student the following articles were served out:—

1 pea-jacket. 1 blue cloth jacket. 1 pair blue cloth pants. 1 pair blue satinet pants. 1 blue
cap. 1 straw hat, of coarse, sewed straw. 1 Panama hat, bound. 2 knit woollen shirts. 2 
pair knit woollen drawers. 2 white frocks. 2 pair white duck pants. 4 pair socks. 2 pair 
shoes. 2 black silk neck-handkerchiefs.

These articles were given to the boys, and they were required to put on the every-day 
uniform; after which they were directed to arrange the rest of the clothing in the lockers 
belonging to them.  The contractor who had furnished the goods was present with four 
tailors, to attend to the fitting of the clothes, which were all numbered according to the 
size.  In a short time the students began to come out of their rooms, clothed in their new
rig.  They looked intensely “salt,” and there was no end to the jokes and smart things 
that were said on this interesting occasion.  Even Shuffles hardly knew himself in his 
new dress.

The frock had a broad rolling collar, in each corner of which was worked an anchor in 
white.  The black silk neck-handkerchief was worn under the collar, and not many of the 
boys had acquired the art of tying the regular sailor’s knot.  Boatswain Peaks not only 
stood up as a model for them, but he adjusted the “neck gear” for many of them.  Bitts, 
the carpenter, and Leech, the sailmaker, who were also old sailors, cheerfully rendered 
a valet’s assistance to such as needed help.

Agreeably to the directions of Mr. Lowington, the shore suits of the students were done 
up in bundles, each marked with the owner’s name, and the head steward took them to 
Mr. Lowington’s house for storage.
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Rigged out in their “sea togs,” the students began to feel salt, as well as to look salt.  
Some of them tried to imitate the rolling gait of the boatswain when they walked, and 
some of them began to exhibit an alarming tendency to indulge in sea slang.
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“There, my hearty, you look like a sailor now,” said Peaks, when he had rolled over the 
collar and tied the square knot in the handkerchief of Wilton.

“Shiver my timbers, but I feel like one,” laughed the embryo seaman.

“What’s that, young gentleman?” demanded Mr. Lowington, who happened to be within 
hearing; “what did you say?”

“I said I felt like a sailor, sir.”

“What was the expression you used?”

“I only said shiver my timbers, sir.”

“You stole that expression from a yellow-covered novel.  Did you ever hear Mr. Peaks, 
who has been a sailor all his lifetime, use such language?”

“I’ll be bound he never did,” added Peaks.

“No, sir.  I don’t know that I ever did.”

“Some sailors do use such expressions; but it is gross affectation for these young 
gentlemen, who never saw a blue wave, to indulge in them.  If you please, Wilton, you 
will not use such language.  It is simply ridiculous.  Mr. Peaks, you will pipe all hands to 
muster again.”

The shrill whistle of the boatswain sounded through the ship, and the boys tumbled up 
the ladders, eager to learn what was to be done next.  As they formed in lines, they 
presented a novel and picturesque appearance in their jaunty uniform.  Most of them 
had already learned to wear their caps canted over on one side, and not a few of them, 
perhaps as much from necessity as because it was a sailor’s habit, hitched up their 
trousers, and thrust their hands deep down into the side pockets.

The students were again formed in watches and quarter watches, each of which classes
and sub-classes was indicated on the uniforms.  All the starboard watch wore a small 
silver star on the right arm, above the elbow, and the port watch the same emblem on 
the left arm.  The first part of each watch had a figure 1, under the star, and the second 
part a figure 2 in the same position.

The rest of the day was spent in the organization for ship’s duty, which was far from 
completed when the sun went down.  The next day every boy was kept so busy that he 
had no time to grumble.  The instructors attended to the lessons in the steerage with 
one watch, while the other was on deck acquiring seamanship.  In the course of the 
month, as the boys learned their duties, and the capabilities of each were ascertained, 
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they were assigned to their stations in the various evolutions required in working the 
vessel.

Boatswain Peaks had taught the boys, a few at a time, how to set a sail, reef and furl it. 
They had been gradually accustomed to going aloft, until the giddy height of the main 
royal did not appall them, and they could lay out on the yards without thinking of the 
empty space beneath them.  By the first of June, all the petty officers had been 
appointed, and every student had his station billet.  When the order was given to 
unmoor ship, to make sail, or to furl the sails, every one knew where to go and what to 
do.  The station billets were cards on which the various evolutions of the ship had been 
printed in a column on the left, while the particular duty of the owner of the card was 
written against it.  The card was kept by the student, and he was expected to learn its 
contents so that he could take his place without stopping to consult it, when an order 
was given.  Here is a specimen of the cards:—
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+ - -----------------------------------------------------
---+
|PORT WATCH, NO  2 1,               WILLIAM FOSTER,          |
| S e co n d  Pa r t .             Cap tain  of  t h e  Forecas tle .      |
+ - ---------------------+ - ---------------------------------+
|REEFING.              | H e a d  Bowline s.                     |
|TACKING OR WEARING.   |Fo r e c a s tle .   Let  go  h e a d  bowlines.  |
|                       |   Le t  go  a n d  s ho r t e n  in for e t ack   |
|                       |   a n d  b elay it.                    |
|GETTING U NDER WAY.    | H e a d  Bowline s.   Dow n h a uls  a n d       |
|                       |   h e a d-s h e e t s.                     |
|ANC HORING.            | H e a d  Bowline s,  S h e e t s  a n d  Tacks.   |
|                       |   Dow n h a uls.                       |
|LOOSING SAILS.        |Fo r e to p m a s t  S t ays ail.             |
| F URLING.              | H e a d  Bowlines  a n d  Dow n h a uls,       |
|                       |   S t ays ail.                       |
| MOORING AND U N MOORING.|For e c a s tl e.                        |
|BOAT.                 | P rofe sso r’s Ba r g e ,  s t rok e-oar.    |
| MESS.                 | No. 1 1.                            |
+ - ---------------------+ - ---------------------------------+
/p r e >

The  c r e w  h a d  b e e n  in  t r aining  a  m o n t h  b efo re  a n  a t t e m p t
w a s  m a d e  to  s e t  m o r e  t h a n  on e  s ail a t  onc e;  b u t  by
t his  ti m e  t h e  office r s  kn e w  t h e  o r d e r s ,  h aving  p r a c tis e d
eve ry d ay sinc e  t h e  o r g a niza tion.   The  p e t ty  office r s
h a d  b e e n  a p poin t e d,  a n d  h a d,  to  so m e  ex t e n t ,  b e co m e
fa milia r  wit h  t h ei r  d u tie s.

The  boys  s till con tin u e d  to  won d e r  w h e n  t h e  Young
Ame rica  wo uld  go  on  a  c r ui se ,  for  t h ey w e r e  ve ry a nxious
to  s e e  t h e  blu e  w a t er, a n d  to  roll on  t h e  g r e a t  w aves
of t h e  Atlan tic; b u t  t h ey w e r e  so  cons t a n tly occ u pie d
wi th  s hip’s d u ty a n d  t h ei r  s t u dies,  t h a t  t h e
ti m e  did  no t  h a n g  h e avily on  t h ei r  h a n d s.   Two
m o n t h s  of cons t a n t  p r a c tice  h a d  m a d e  tole r a ble  s e a m e n
of t h e m,  a n d  t h e  discipline  of t h e  s hip  w e n t  on  r e g ul a rly. 
The  you n g  office r s ,  a s  Mr. Lowing ton  h a d  p ro mis e d,
b e g a n  to  con d uc t  t h e  evolu tions  a n d  give  t h e  o rd e r s .

On  t h e  1 s t  d ay of Jun e,  af t e r  b r e akfa s t ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s
w e r e  t h row n  in to  a  feve r  of exci t e m e n t  by a n  u n u s u al
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or d er, a n d  t h ey ven t u r e d  to  hop e  t h a t  t h e  s hip  w a s
to  le ave  h e r  m oo rings .

“Mr. Gor do n,  you will pip e  all h a n d s  to  m u s t er,”
s aid  Ca p t ain  Ca r n e s  to  t h e  fi r s t  lieu t e n a n t .

“Pass  t h e  wo r d  for  t h e  bo a t s w ain,” a d d e d
Gor don  to  on e  of t h e  mids hip m e n,  w ho  s tood  n e a r  hi m.

This  c all w a s  a n s w e r e d,  no t  by  Pe aks,  w ho  no  long e r
p e rfo r m e d  t h e  d u tie s  of bo a t s w ain,  b u t  by on e  of t h e
s t u d e n t s,  w ho  h a d  b e e n  a p poin t e d  to  t his  posi tion.

“Pipe  all h a n d s  to  m u s t er, bo a t s w ain,”
s aid  t h e  fi r s t  lieu t e n a n t ,  a s  t h e  p e t ty  office r  touc h e d
his  c a p  to  hi m.

“All h a n d s  on  d e ck, a hoy!” s ho u t e d  t h e
bo a t s w ain,  a s  h e  pip e d  t h e  c all.

This  w a s  a n  u n u s u al  o r d e r  for  t h a t  t im e  of d ay, t h e
fore noon  b ein g  a p p ro p ri a t e d  to  s t u dy for  e a c h  w a tc h
in t u r n;  a n d  t hos e  w ho  w e r e  b elow h a s t e n e d  on  d e ck
to  a sc e r t ain  w h a t  w a s  to  b e  don e.

“All h a n d s,  s t a tions  for  loosing  s ail!”
pip e d  t h e  bo a t s w ain,  w h e n  o r d e r e d  to  do  so  by  Gordo n.
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The  firs t  lieu t e n a n t  w a s  in ch a r g e  of t h e  s hip,  u n d e r
t h e  di r ec tion  of t h e  c a p t ain.   The  s econ d  lieu t e n a n t
s tood  on  t h e  for ec as tle ,  w h e r e  h e  w a s  a t t e n d e d  by
t h e  bo a t s w ain.   The  t hi rd  lieu t e n a n t  w a s  in t h e
w ais t ,  a n d  t h e  fou r t h  on  t h e  q u a r t e r  d e ck,  n e a r  t h e
mizze n m a s t .   Thes e  w e r e  t h e  s t a tions  of t h e  office r s
w h e n eve r  all h a n d s  w e r e  c alle d.   Mr. Lowing to n
a n d  t h e  ins t r uc to r s  s tood  n e a r  t h e  co m p a nion-w ay, w a tc hin g
wi th  in t e r e s t  t his  fir s t  a t t e m p t  to  m a k e  s ail a ll
ove r  t h e  s hip.

“Lay aloft,  s ail-loos e r s!” s ho u t e d  Gordon;
a n d  hi s  o r d e r  w a s  r e p e a t e d  by t h e  office r s  a t  t h ei r
s eve r al  s t a tions.

The  lit tle  t a r s  w ho  b elon g e d  on  t h e  tops ail a n d  top-g alla n t
ya r ds  s p r a n g  u p  t h e  riggin g  like  so  m a ny c a t s,  exci t e d
b eyon d  m e a s u r e  by  t h e  sc e n e  of a c tivity a ro u n d  t h e m.

“Lowe r  ya r d m e n  in t h e  c h ain s!” con tinu e d
Gor don  a n d  hi s  o r d e r  w a s  p a s s e d,  alon g  by t h e  office r s.  
“Aloft, low e r  ya r d m e n!”

In  a  m o m e n t  t h e  c r e w  w e r e  in t h ei r  pl ac e s;  t h e  s t u d ding-s ail
boo m s  w e r e  t rice d  u p  wi th  t h e  u s u al  sys t e m,  so  t h a t
t h e  s ails  could  b e  r e ac h e d.

“Lay ou t!” con tinu e d  t h e  fi r s t  lieu t e n a n t;
a n d  t h e  boys  w alke d  ou t  on  t h e  foot-rop e s  to  t h ei r
s t a tions  on  t h e  ya r d s.   “Loos e!”

The  ro p e s  by  w hich  t h e  s ails  w e r e  s ec u r e d  to  t h e  ya r d s
w e r e  r e m ove d  a t  t his  o r d er, a n d  t h e  top m e n  h eld  t h e
s ails  in t h ei r  pl ac es .

“All r e a dy on  t h e  for ec a s tle ,  sir,” r e po r t e d
Fos t er, w ho  w a s  c a p t ain  of t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  s hip.

“All r e a dy in t h e  for e top.”

“All r e a dy in t h e  m ain top.”
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“All r e a dy in t h e  mizze n to p,” r e po r t e d
t h e  s eve r al  c a p t ains  of t h e  tops,  in t h ei r  p ro p e r
o r d er.

The s e  r e po r t s  w e r e  p a s s e d  to  t h e  fir s t  lieu t e n a n t
in c h a r g e  of t h e  d e ck,  by  his  s u bo r din a t e s.

“Le t  fall!” s ho u t e d  Gordo n,  hig hly exci t e d;
a n d  t h e  s ails  d ro p p e d  fro m  t h e  ya r d.   “Ove r h a ul
you r  ri ggin g  alof t!  M a n  s h e e t s  a n d  h alya r ds!  
S h e e t s  ho m e,  a n d  hois t  a w ay!”

The s e  o r d e r s  w e r e  p a s s e d  fro m  m o u t h  to  m o u t h  a m o n g
t h e  office r s ,  a n d  r e t u r n  r e po r t s  m a d e,  a cco r din g  to
t h e  s t ric t  discipline  of t h e  n avy.  They w e r e
p ro m p tly exec u t e d  by  t h e  c r ew, t hou g h  of cou r s e  no t
wi tho u t  so m e  blun d e r s;  a n d  t h e  Young  Ame ric a  w a s  cove r e d
wi th  h e r  cloud  of c a nva s.   Mr. Lowing ton  co m m e n d e d
t h e  office r s  a n d  c r e w  for  t h e  p ro m p t n e s s  a n d  skill
t h ey  h a d  di spl ayed  in t h ei r  fi rs t  conc e r t e d  a t t e m p t
a t  m a king  s ail.  H e  t h e n  di r ec t e d  Ca p t ain  Ca r n e s
to  fu rl.  Bot h  evolu tions  w e r e  t h e n  r e p e a t e d ,
u n til a  p roficie ncy s a tisfac to ry for  on e  d ay w a s  a t t ain e d.

“Not  going  to  s e a ,  af t e r  all,” s aid  S h uffles,
w h e n  t h e  c r e w  w e r e  dis miss e d  fro m  m u s t er.

“No,” r e plied  Wilton.   “I’m
ti r e d  of lying  h e r e ,  a n d  if w e  do n’t go  to  s e a
soon,  I s h all t ak e  mys elf off.”

“I’m wi th  you.”

“I t hou g h t  w e  w e r e  going  to  h ave  so m e  fun  on
bo a r d ,  b u t  w e  do n’t  do  a ny thing  b u t  s t u dy a n d
s h ak e  ou t  tops ails.”

“Do you  know  ho w  you  s t a n d  on  m a r ks,  Wilton?”
a sk e d  S h uffles.

“No; no t  ve ry hig h,  t ho u g h.”

59



Page 28

“Don’t you  t hink  you  s h all g e t  in to  t h e
c a bin  n ext  t e r m ?”

“I know I s h all no t.   I h ave n’t  t r i e d
for  a ny t hin g.”

“On t h e  fir s t  of n ex t  m o n t h ,  you  know, n e w  office r s
will b e  a p poin t e d,  a n d  I s u p pos e  t h e  c r e w  will b e
m e s s e d  ove r  a g ain.”

“I do n’t  c a r e,  I’m g e t ting  ti r e d
of t his  t hing,  I h a d  a  b e t t e r  ti m e  a t  t h e  Acad e my
b efo r e  w e  c a m e  on  bo a r d .”

“The r e  isn’t  m u c h  ch a nc e  for  a ny s po r t .  
H a r dly a  fellow h a s  b e e n  allow e d  to  go  on  s ho r e  sinc e
w e  joine d  t h e  s hip.”

“Well g e t  u p  a  m u tiny, if t hing s  do n’t
imp rove.”

“I w a s  t hinking  of t h a t  ve ry t hin g  mys elf,”
s aid  S h uffles,  in a  low ton e.

“A m u tiny!” exclaim e d  Wilton,  w ho  h a d
u s e d  t h e  wo r d  in jes t .

“Jus t  for  fum, you  know,” lau g h e d  S h uffles.

“You do n’t m e a n  a ny s uc h  t hing?”

“Not  ye t,  of cou r s e .”

“Do you  a t  a ny ti m e?”

“We w a n t  so m e t hin g  m o r e  exci ting  t h a n  t hi s  kind
of a  life.  H e r e  w e  a r e ,  ke p t  dow n  a n d  t r e a t e d
like  co m m o n  s ailor s.   We h ave  to  touc h  ou r  c a ps
a n d  m a k e  ou r  m a n n e r s  to  Dick Ca r n e s  a n d  t h e  r e s t  of
t h e  flunkie s  in t h e  af t e r  c a bin.   My fa th e r  p ays
a s  m u c h  for  m e  a s  Dick Ca r n e s’ fa th e r  do e s  for
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hi m, a n d  I do n’t t hink  it  is fai r  t h a t  h e  s ho uld
live  in  t h e  c a bin  a n d  I in t h e  s t e e r a g e .”

“If you  g e t  m a rks  e no u g h,  you  c a n  h ave  a  b e r t h
in t h e  c a bin,” r e plied  Wilton.

“M a rks!   Confou n d  t h e  m a rks!   I’m
no t  a  b a by.  Do you  t hink  a  fellow s eve n t e e n  ye a r s
old  is going  to  b e  p u t  u p  o r  p u t  dow n  by m a rks?”
s aid  S h uffles.

“I t hou g h t  you  h a d  b e e n  wo rking  for  a  pl ac e
in t h e  c a bin.”

“So I h ave,  b u t  I do n’t  exp e c t  to  g e t
it.  I n eve r  s t u die d  so  h a r d  in my  life, a n d  I
b elieve  I h ave n’t  h a d  a  b a d  m a r k  sinc e  I c a m e
on  bo a r d,  Lowing ton  t hinks  I h av e  r efo r m e d,”
laug h e d  S h uffles.   “And so  I h ave.”

“Wh a t  do  you  w a n t  to  g e t  u p  a  m u tiny for, t h e n?”

“I s h all no t ,  if I g e t  a  d e c e n t  posi tion; if
I do n’t,  I’m goin g  in for  so m e  fun.”

“But  do  you  r e ally t hink  of g e t ting  u p  a  m u tiny?”
a sk e d  Wilton,  c u riously.

“I w a s  t hinking  t h e  o t h e r  d ay  w h a t  a  fine  t hin g
it  would  b e  if ou r  fellows  h a d  t h e  s hip  all to  t h e m s elves.”

“Wh a t  could  w e  do  wi th  h e r?”

“Go on  a  c r uis e  in h er.”

“We couldn’t h a n dle  h e r ;  t h e r e  is h a r dly
a  fellow on  bo a r d  t h a t  know s  a ny t hin g  a bo u t  n avig a tion.”

“Of cou r s e ,  I don’t  m e a n  to  do  a ny t hing
ye t  a  w hile;  no t  t his  ye ar, p e r h a p s.   On e  of t h e s e
d ays,  if w e  s t ay  on  bo a r d ,  w e  s h all know  all a bo u t
a  s hip.   Fift e e n  o r  t w e n ty of t h e  fellows  a r e  s t u dying
n avig a tion.   We a r e  going  to  E u rop e  so m e  ti m e
or  o th er.  Wh e n  w e  do,  w e  c a n  t ak e  t h e  s hip,  a n d
go  it on  ou r  ow n  hook.”
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“I do n’t  b elieve  you  m e a n  a nyt hing  of
t h e  kind,  Bob  S h uffles.”

“I’ve b e e n  t hinking  a bo u t  i t, a nyhow. 
We c a n  lock Lowing ton  a n d  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  old  folks
in to  t h ei r  c a bin  w hile  t h ey  a r e  a t  din n e r;  a n d  t h e r e
a r e  e no u g h  of u s  to  h a n dle  Pe aks  a n d  Bit t s.”
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“I t hink  you  a r e  c r azy, S h uffles.”

“We s hould  h av e  a  high  old  tim e  if w e  could
g e t  poss e ssion  of t h e  s hip.   We wo n t  s ay  a  wo r d
a bo u t  it ye t .”

“I t hink  you  h a d  b e t t e r  no t .”

“We mig h t  go  ro u n d  Ca p e  H o r n  in to  t h e  Pacific,
a n d  h ave  a  s ple n did  ti m e  a m o n g  t h e  b e a u tiful isla n ds
of t h e  So u t h  S e a .”

“Of cou r s e  all t h e  fellows  wo uld n’t  join
you.”

“We could  p u t  t hos e  a s ho r e  so m e w h e r e  w ho  did
no t  a g r e e  wi t h  u s.”

“You know  t h e  p e n al ty of m u tiny on  t h e  hig h
s e a s .”

“Ba h!” s aid  S h uffles,  con t e m p t uo u sly. 
“It  wo uld  b e  no t hing  b u t  it  la rk.  
N o  on e  wo uld  t hink  of h a n gin g  u s,  o r  ev e n  s e n ding
u s  to  p rison  for  it. 
My fa th e r  is r ich  e no u g h  to  g e t  m e  ou t  of a ny sc r a p e .”

“So is mi n e;  b u t  I do n’t t hink  it wo uld
b e  q ui t e  s afe  to  go  in to  a  m u tiny.”

“Not  ye t,  my  d e a r  fellow.  You c a n  t hink
it  over.”

“But  I’m ti r e d  of t his  kind  of a  life. 
I liked  it fir s t  r a t e  in t h e  b e gin nin g.   Do you
t hink Lowing to n  r e ally in t e n d s  to  go  to  s e a  wi th  t h e
s hip?”

“I know h e  do e s .”

“If h e  don’t  go  p r e t ty  soon,  I s h all r u n
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a w ay, a n d  go  to  s e a  in e a r n e s t .”

“Don’t s ay  a  wor d  a bo u t  t h e  m u tiny a t
p r e s e n t ,  Wilton.   By a n d  by, if t hin gs  go  righ t ,
o r  if t h ey do n’t go  rig h t ,  w e  m ay  w a n t  to  t ak e
so m e  s tock in s uc h  a n  e n t e r p ris e.”

“I do n’t  s e e  it  ye t ,  b u t  of cou r s e  I s h all
k e e p  s till.”

It  is do u b tful w h e t h e r  eve n  so  d a rin g  a  youn g  m a n
a s  S h uffles,  w ho  h a d  t h e  t e m e ri ty to  do  al mos t  a ny thing,
s e riously con t e m pla t e d  g e t ting  u p  a  m u tiny.  Very
likely hi s  u n t a m e d  a n d  vicious  ima gin a tion  h a d  r evelled
in s uc h  a n  e n t e r p ri s e;  h a d  pic tu r e d  t h e  d eligh t s  of
t h e  rove r’s life  a t  s e a;  b u t  a  boy of o rdin a ry
co m m o n  s e ns e  could  h a r dly t hink  of e n g a ging  in s uc h
a  m a d  s ch e m e.

The  las t  w e ek  of Jun e,  wit h  w hich  m o n t h  e n d e d  t h e
firs t  s chool t e r m  on  bo a r d  of t h e  Young  Ame rica,  w a s
d evot e d  to  ex a min a tions  a n d  r eview s  in all t h e  s t u die s
for  w hich  ex t r a  m a rks  w e r e  give n.   On  t h e  las t
d ay t h e  ins t r uc to r s  m a d e  u p  t h e  m e ri t  lis t s ,  a n d  on
t h e  m o r ning  of t h e  1 s t  of July all h a n d s  w e r e  m u s t e r e d,
a n d  t h e  r e s ul t  d e cla r e d.   Mos t  of t h e  office r s,
all of w ho m  h a d  s t u died  wit h  u n r e mi t ting  dilige nc e
in o r d e r  to  r e t ain  t h ei r  posi tions ,  w e r e  r ein s t a t e d
in t h ei r  office s.   The  t hi rd  lieu t e n a n t ,  ho w ever,
fell ou t ,  h aving  failed  in  his  r eview s, a n d  to  t h e
a s tonish m e n t  of all, Robe r t  S h uffles  w a s  foun d  to  b e
e n ti tl ed  to  t h e  pl ac e.   The  fir s t  a n d  s eco n d  lieu t e n a n t s
exc h a n g e d  r a nks,  a n d  Paul Kend all fell to  t h e  posi tion
of s eco n d  m a s t er.  Th r e e  of t h e  t e n a n t s  of t h e
af t e r  c a bin  w e r e  co m p elled  to  m ove  in to t h e  s t e e r a g e ,
a n d  t h r e e  of t h e  c r e w  w e r e  t r a n sfe r r e d  to  t h e  office r s’
q u a r t e r s .

M a ny w e r e  dis a p poin t e d ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  so m e  w e r e  dis h e a r t e n e d,
for  t h e  co m p e ti tion  h a d  b e e n  a  s eve r e  s t r u g gle;  a n d
a s  m u c h  d e p e n d e d  u po n  n a t u r al  a bili ty a s  u po n  e n e r gy
a n d  p e r s eve r a n c e .   Bu t  t h e  Young  Ame ric a  w a s  a
wo rld  by  h e r s elf.  S h e  h a d  all t h e  el e m e n t s  of
socie ty wi thin  h e r  wood e n  w alls, a n d  s ucc e s s  a n d  failu r e
t h e r e  follow e d  t h e  s a m e  r ul es  a s  in t h e  g r e a t  wo rld
of w hich  s h e  w a s  a n  e pi to m e.
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Afte r  t h e  office r s  h a d  b e e n  d uly ins t alle d  in  t h ei r
posi tions,  t h e  p e t ty  offices  w e r e  give n  to  t hos e  h aving
t h e  hig h e s t  n u m b e r  of m a rks  a m o n g  t h e  c r ew.  I t
w a s  c e r t ainly d e m oc r a tic  for  t h e  la t e  t hi r d  lieu t e n a n t
to  b e co m e  c a p t ain  of t h e  for e to p,  a n d  for  a  s eco n d
m a s t e r  to  b e co m e  coxsw ain  of t h e  p rofe sso r s’
b a r g e;  b u t  t h e s e  youn g  g e n tl e m e n,  t ho u g h  dis a p poin t e d ,
s u b mit t e d  wi th  a  good  g r a c e  to  t h ei r  misfo r t u n e.

The  s t u d e n t  h aving  t h e  hig h e s t  n u m b e r  of m a rks  a m o n g
t h e  c r e w  w a s  allow e d  to  h ave  t h e  fir s t  c hoice  of b e r t h s
in t h e  s t e e r a g e;  t h e  on e  h aving  t h e  n ex t  hig h e s t  n u m b e r
h a d  t h e  s econ d  c hoice,  a n d  so  on,  u n til a ll t h e  n u m b e r s
h a d  b e e n  a p p ro p ria t e d.   At t h e  conclusion  of t h e
r e o r g a niza tion,  Mr. Lowing ton  m a d e  a  s p e e c h,  “co mfor ting
t h e  m o u r n e r s,” a n d  r e min din g  all t h e  s t u d e n t s
t h a t ,  on  t h e  1 s t  of Octob er, t h e r e  wo uld  b e  a no t h e r
dis t rib u tion  of t h e  pl ac e s  of ho nor.  H e  hop e d
t hos e  w ho  h a d  failed  to  a t t ain  w h a t  t h ey a s pi r e d  to
r e a c h  wo uld  no t  b e  di scou r a g e d,  for, af t e r  all, t h ey
h a d  b e e n  g aining  knowle d g e,  a n d  t h u s  t h e  r e al  e n d
of t h e  sc hool h a d  b e e n  r e a c h e d.

“How a bo u t  t h e  m u tiny?” s aid  Wilton  to
t h e  n e w  t hi r d  lieu t e n a n t ,  w h e n  bo t h  w e r e  off d u ty
in t h e  eve nin g.

“It  wo n’t p ay  jus t  now,” r e plied
S h uffles,  wit h  g r e a t  good  h u m or.

“I s u p pos e  no t ,” s n e e r e d  Wilton,  w ho  h a d
no t  ev e n  wo n  a  p e t ty  office.   “Wh a t  wo uld
Lowing to n  s ay if h e  kn e w  t h e  t hi rd  lieu t e n a n t  t alke d
of g e t ting  u p  a  m u tiny on  bo a r d?”

“Wh a t  wo uld  h e  s ay?” r e p e a t e d  S h uffles,
w ho  w a s  a s  m u c h  s u r p ris e d  a t  t h e  high  r a nk  h e  h a d
g ain e d  a s  his  co m p a nion  h a d  b e e n.

“Yes; w h a t  wo uld  h e  s ay if I s ho uld  t ell hi m
of it?”
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“H e  wo uld  s ay you  w e r e  a  m e a n  p u p  for  t elling
t al e s  ou t  of sc hool; a t  le a s t ,  h e  oug h t  to  s ay  so,
a n d  I t hink  h e  would.   Lowing ton  is a  p r e t ty  good
fellow, af t e r  all.”

“No dou b t  h e  is, now  you  a r e  t hi r d  lieu t e n a n t .”

“You n e e d n’t  s n uff a t  it, Wilton.  
If you  w a n t  a  pl ac e ,  w hy do n’t  you  s ail in,
a n d  g e t  on e .   Jus t  look ou t  for  you r  m a rks;  t h a t’s
all you  h ave  to  do.”

“M a rks!   I t ho u g h t  a  fellow s eve n t e e n  yea r s
old  w a s  no t  to  b e  p u t  u p  o r  p u t  dow n  by m a rks ,”
s aid  Wilton,  bi t t e rly.

“Th a t  d e p e n d s  so m e w h a t  u po n  w h e t h e r  you  g e t
in  o r  ou t ,” lau g h e d  S h uffles.

“I s u p pos e  you  a n d  Pa ul Kend all will b e  fas t
frien d s  now,” a d d e d  t h e  discon t e n t e d  s t u d e n t .

“Ken d all b e h ave s  ve ry w ell, a n d  h a s  t r e a t e d
m e  fir s t  r a t e  sinc e  I w e n t  in to  t h e  c a bin.”

“I s u p pos e  if I w a n t  to  r u n  a w ay, you will s top
m e  now.”

“If you  a r e  going  to  do  t h a t ,  you  m u s n’t
t ell m e  of it, now  I’m a n  officer,” r e plie d
S h uffles,  a s  h e  t u r n e d  on  his  h e el, a n d  w alke d  af t .

Wilton  w a s  dis g u s t e d,  a n d  fel t  t h a t  h e  h a d  los t  his
b e s t  frien d,  now  t h a t  S h uffles  h a d  work e d  hi s  w ay
into  t h e  c a bin.

CHAPTER V.

OUR F ELLOWS.

“I would  like  leave  of a b s e n c e  for  to-m o r row,
Mr. Pelh a m,” s aid  Wilton,  a s  h e  touc h e d  hi s
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c a p  to  t h e  fir s t  lieu t e n a n t  of t h e  Young  Ame rica ,  on
t h e  d ay b efo r e  t h e  Fou r t h  of July.
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“I a m  so r ry to  info r m  you, Wilton,  t h a t  no  leave
of a b s e n c e  will b e  g r a n t e d  to-m o r row,” r e plied
Pelha m  in a cco r d a n c e  wi th  t h e  ins t r uc tions  give n  hi m
by t h e  c a p t ain,  w ho,  in t u r n,  h a d  r e c eive d  his  o rd e r s
fro m  t h e  p rincipal.

“No leave!” exclaim e d  Wilton,  his  jaw
d ro p ping  dow n.

“Such  a r e  t h e  o r d e r s.”

“I h ave  alw ays  b e e n  in  t h e  h a bi t  of c ele b r a tin g
t h e  Fou r t h  of July,” r e plied  Wilton.   “Are
w e  to  s t ay on  bo a r d  t h e  s hip,  a n d  m o p e  all d ay?”

“I p r e s u m e  t h e  d ay will b e  c ele b r a t e d  on  bo a r d
in a  p ro p e r  m a n n er,” a d d e d  t h e  fir s t  lieu t e n a n t .

“On bo a r d!   Wh a t  c a n  a  fellow do  h e r e?  
We mig h t  a s  w ell go  to  b e d,  a n d  sl ee p  off t h e  d ay.”

“No wo r ds  a r e  n e c e s s a ry, Wilton,” r e plied
Pelha m  a s  h e  t u r n e d  a n d  w alke d  a w ay.

“Th a t’s a  good  on e!” a d d e d  Wilton,
to  t h e  g ro u p  of boys  w ho  h a d  co m e  wit h  hi m  to  t h e
m ain m a s t ,  to  r e q u e s t  t h e  s a m e  favor, if t h e  s pokes m a n
w a s  p e r mi t t e d  to  go  on  s ho r e  a n d  c ele b r a t e  t h e  d ay.

“Not  to  c ele b r a t e!” exclaim e d  Mo n ro e,
wi th  so m e t hin g  like  ho r ro r  in hi s  ton es  a n d  looks.

“Work on  t h e  Fou r t h  of July!” c hi m e d  in
Adler.

“I won’t  s t a n d  it,  for  on e!” s aid
Wilton.

“Nor  I, for  a no t h er,” a d d e d  Mon ro e.

So  s aid  h alf a  doze n  o t h e r s.
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“Well, w h a t  a r e  you  going  to  do  a bo u t  i t?”
d e m a n d e d  Adler.  “He r e  w e  a r e ,  a n d  w e  c a n’t
g e t  a s ho r e .”

“Pe r h a p s  w e  c a n,” s aid  Wilton,  a s  h e  led
t h e  w ay to  a  r e ti r e d  p a r t  of t h e  d e ck,  w h e r e  t h ey
could  t alk wi thou t  b ein g  ove r h e a r d.   “Did
a ny on e  eve r  h e a r  of s uc h  a  t hing  a s  ke e ping  t h e  fellows
on  bo a r d  on  t h e  Fou r t h  of July?  Why, eve ry lit tle
Gre ek  in t h e  ci ty yond e r  h a s  his  libe r ty on  t h a t  d ay;
a n d  w e  a r e  to  b e  coop e d  u p  h e r e  like  a  p a r c el of sick
c hicke ns!   I s u p pos e  w e  s h all h ave  to  r e ci t e  his to ry
a n d  F r e n c h,  a n d  s h a k e  ou t  tops ails, a s  u s u al.”

“It’s ou t r a g eo us.   I do n’t  b elieve
t h e  fellows  will s t a n d  it,” a d d e d  Adler, w ho
did  no t  know how  b a d  t h e  c a s e  w a s,  u n til it h a d  b e e n
r e h e a r s e d  by Wilton,  w ho,  in  t h e  a b s e n c e  of S h uffles,
h a d  b e co m e  t h e  lea d e r  of a  c e r t ain  cliqu e  on  bo a r d,
give n  to  t aking  op posi t e  views.

“But  I don’t  s e e  w h a t  w e  c a n  do,”
s aid  Mon ro e.

“We will do  so m e t hing.   I wo n’t s t a n d
it.  If I s t ay on  bo a r d  t h e  s hip  to-m o r row, it
will b e  a s  a  p rison er,” a n s w e r e d  Wilton.

“It’s a  h a r d  c a s e;  b u t  w h a t  c a n  w e  do
a bo u t  it?” a sk e d  S a n bo r n.

“Su p pos e  w e  go  to  Lowing to n,  a n d  s t a t e  t h e  c a s e
to  hi m,” s u g g e s t e d  Adler.

“Wh a t’s t h e  u s e  of t h a t?   Of cou r s e
t h e  fir s t  lieu t e n a n t  s poke  by t h e  c a r d.   H e  h a d
his  o r d e r s  to  s ay  w h a t  h e  did,  a n d  I’m s u r e  t h ey
c a m e  fro m  Lowing ton.”

“The r e  c a n  b e  no  do u b t  of t h a t ;  b u t  it  wo uld
b e  b e t t e r  to  h av e  it fro m  hi m.”

“I’m willing  to  a sk  Lowing to n  for  t h e
d ay, if t h e  fellows  w a n t  m e  to  do  so; b u t  i t wo n’t
do  a ny m o r e  good  t h a n  it wo uld  to  b a rk  a t  t h e  m ain m a s t ,”
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con tinu e d  Wilton.   “I h av e  a n  ide a  in my
h e a d,  if t h e  fellows  will s t a n d  by m e,” h e  a d d e d,
in a  low e r  ton e,  a s  h e  looke d  ove r  t h e  r ail a t  t h e
s win ging  boo m,  to  w hic h  t h e  bo a t s  in  cons t a n t  u s e  w e r e
m a d e  fas t .
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“Wh a t  is it?” a sk e d  Mon ro e,  e a g e rly.

“Keep  s h a dy, for  a  w hile.  Ho w  m a ny fellows
c a n  w e  m u s t e r?”

“I do n’t  know.”

“Well, do n’t s ti r  t h e  m a t t e r  ye t.  
H e r e  co m e s  Lowing to n  a n d  w e  will t a lk  to  hi m  fir s t .  
Co m e,  fellows, le t’s m a k e  a  dive  a t  him.”

Wilton,  a t t e n d e d  by hi s  co m p a nions,  w alke d  u p  to  t h e
p rincip al, a s  h e  w a s  going  forw a r d.   Touching
his  c a p  r e s p ec tfully, a s  t h e  di scipline  of t h e  s hip
r e q ui r e d ,  h e  op e n e d  t h e  c a s e .

“Mr. Lowing ton,  so m e  of t h e  s t u d e n t s  would  like
to  go  on  s ho r e  to-m o r row, to  c ele b r a t e  t h e  Fou r t h.  
Ca n’t w e  h ave  libe r ty?”

“You know  t h e  r ul e;  you  s ho uld  a p ply to  t h e
fir s t  lieu t e n a n t  for  le ave  of a b s e n c e,” r e plied
Mr. Lowing ton.

“We h av e,  sir, a n d  b e e n  r efus e d.”

“The n  t h e r e  is no t hing  m o r e  to  b e  s aid.  
The  firs t  lieu t e n a n t  s p e aks  wi th  a u t ho ri ty.”

“I b e g  you r  p a r do n,  sir, b u t  a r e  w e  to  s t ay
on  bo a r d  all d ay  to-m o r row?”

“Th a t  is c e r t ainly t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t ,  Wilton.”

“So m e  of u s  wo uld  like  to  c el eb r a t e  t h e  d ay,
sir, a n d  w e  t hink  it is r a t h e r  h a r d  to  b e  oblige d
to  do  d u ty on  t h e  Fou r t h  of July.”

“I in t e n d  to  h ave  t h e  d ay c ele b r a t e d  in a  p rop e r
m a n n er.  I h av e  m a d e  p r e p a r a tions  for  a  g al a  d ay
on  bo a r d.”
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“If you  pl e a s e ,  sir, w e  wo uld  r a t h e r  go  on  s ho r e .”

“I a m  ve ry so r ry, for  you r  s ak e,  t h a t  I s h all
b e  u n a ble  to  r eve r s e  t h e  a n s w e r  of t h e  fir s t  lieu t e n a n t .  
If I p e r mit  on e  o r  a  doz e n  to  go  a s ho r e ,  I c a n no t
r efus e  a ny, a n d  all m u s t  go.   I t hink  t h e  boys
will b e  s a tisfied  wi th  t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  I h av e  m a d e
for  t h e  d ay.”

“I n ev e r  w a s  ke p t  in  sc hool on  t h e  Fou r t h  of
July b efor e ,  sir,” g rowle d  Wilton.

“The n  t his  will b e  a  n e w  eve n t  in you r  exp e ri e nc e ,”
a n s w e r e d  Mr. Lowing ton,  coldly, a s  h e  t u r n e d  fro m
t h e  p e ti tion e r s ,  a n d  w e n t  forw a r d.

The r e  w e r e  a  g r e a t  m a ny  wild boys  on  bo a r d  of t h e
Young  Ame rica,  a n d  it  w a s  m o r ally impos sible  for  t h e
w hole  c r e w  to  a t t e n d  t h e  c ele b r a tion  in  t h e  ci ty,
wi tho u t  m o r e  o r  les s  of t h e m  g e t ting  in to  a  sc r a p e .  
They h a d  b e e n  ke p t  on  bo a r d  for  t wo  m o n t hs ,  a n d  no t
allow e d  to  go  on  s ho r e ,  exc e p t  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e rvision
of on e  of t h e  ins t r uc to r s;  a n d  to  le t  a ny conside r a ble
n u m b e r  of t h e m  loos e  on  s uc h  a  d ay a s  t h e  Fou r t h  of
July, wo uld  only b e  cou r ting  t ro u ble,  for  t h ey  would
b e  all t h e  m o r e  diso r d e rly af t e r  t h e  long  p e riod  of
r e s t r ain t .

Mr. Lowing ton  did  no t  willingly d e p rive  t h e  boys  of
a ny innoc e n t  g r a tifica tion.   H e  h a d  fai thfully
con sid e r e d  t h e  m a t t e r  of c ele b r a tin g  t h e  d ay, a n d
t ak e n  t h e  a dvice  of t h e  ins t r uc to r s  on  t h e  s u bjec t .  
I t  h a d  b e e n  p ropos e d  to  p roc u r e  a  b a n d  of m u sic,  a n d
visi t  t h e  ci ty in a  body, u n d e r  t h e  u s u al  discipline;
b u t  t h e r e  w e r e  m a ny difficul ti es  a t t e n ding  s uc h  a
pla n.   The  boys  w e r e  all t h e  so ns  of r ich  m e n,
a n d  m os t  of t h e m  w e r e  a b u n d a n tly s u p plied  wi t h  pock e t
m o n ey.  As it would  b e  impossible  to  p r eve n t  t h e
e sc a p e  of so m e  of t h e m  fro m  t h e  p roc e s sion,  in t h e
c row d e d  s t r e e t s ,  it  w a s  fea r e d  t h a t  t h ei r  m o n ey wo uld
p rove  to  b e  “th e  roo t  of all evil.” 
The  p rojec t  h a d  finally b e e n  a b a n do n e d;  a n d,  a s  a  s u bs ti t u t e ,
a  p rog r a m m e  for  a  cel eb r a tion  on  bo a r d  h a d  b e e n  a r r a n g e d,
for  t h e r e  t h e  s t u d e n t s  wo uld  b e  e n ti r ely u n d e r  t h e
con t rol of t h e  ins t r uc to r s,  w ho  wo uld  c h e ck  all exc es s e s .  
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It  w a s  a n ticip a t e d  t h a t  a  few di scon t e n t e d  s pi ri t s
wo uld  g r u m ble,  b u t  no  r e b ellion  w a s  exp ec t e d.
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Wilton  a n d  hi s  co m p a nions  w e r e  di ss a tisfied,  a n d  dis pos e d
to  b e  r a s h.   They fel t  t h a t  t h ey  h a d  b e e n  h a r s hly
a n d  c r u elly d e nie d  a  r e a so n a ble  p rivileg e.   The
s u bjec t  of c el eb r a ting  t h e  Fou r t h  h a d  b e e n  u n d e r  consid e r a t ion
for  a  long  ti m e  a m o n g  t h e  boys,  a n d  it  h a d  b e e n  g e n e r ally
b elieve d  t h a t  all h a n d s  wo uld  b e  p e r mi t t e d  to  go  on
s ho r e,  wit h  p e rfec t  libe r ty, on  t h a t  d ay; a n d  m a ny
of t h e m  h a d  al r e a dy a r r a n g e d  t h ei r  pl a n s  for  t h e  occ asion.

“Well, w h a t  do  you  t hink  no w?” s aid  Wilton,
a s  Mr. Lowing ton  w alked  forw a r d .

“I t hink  it’s too  b a d,” r e plied
Adler.  “It  is m e a n e r  t h a n  di r t  to  m a k e
u s  s t ay  on  bo a r d  on  t h e  Fou r t h  of July.”

“But  I don’t  s e e  ho w  w e  a r e  going  to  h elp
ou r s elves,” a d d e d  Mo n ro e,  looking  a t  Wilton
for  a  solu tion  of t his  difficul t  p ro ble m.

“I do.”

“How?”

“Keep  s till; do n’t s ay  a  wo r d  h e r e ,”
con tinu e d  Wilton.   “Sca t t er, now, a n d  I
will b e  on  t h e  top-g allan t  for ec a s tl e  in a  few min u t e s .”

Wilton  s t rolled  a bo u t  t h e  d eck  a  s ho r t  ti m e,  a n d  t h e n
w e n t  to  t h e  pl ac e  of m e e tin g,  w h e r e  h e  w a s  soon  joine d
by t h e  r e s t  of t h e  discon t e n t e d  p u pils.

“How m a ny fellows  c a n  w e  m u s t e r?” a sk e d
h e,  w h e n  hi s  a s soci a t e s  in  misc hief h a d  a g ain  g a t h e r e d
a ro u n d  hi m.

“I know a t  le a s t  a  doze n,  w ho  a r e  u p  to  a ny t hin g,”
r e plied  Mo n ro e;  “bu t  so m e  of t h e m  a r e  in t h e
o th e r  w a tc h.   Wh a t  a r e  you  going  to  do?”

“I’ll t ell you:  The r e  a r e  t h e  p rofes so r s’
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b a r g e  a n d  t h e  t hi rd  cu t t e r  a t  t h e  s wingin g  boo m.  
We will d rop  in to  t h e m  w h e n  t h e  ins t r uc to r s  go  dow n
to  s u p p er, a n d  m a k e  for  t h e  s ho r e .   All t h e  r e s t
of t h e  bo a t s  a r e  a t  t h e  d avit s;  a n d  b efor e  t h ey c a n
g e t  t h e m  in to  t h e  w a t er, w e  s h all b e  ou t  of t h ei r
r e a c h.   Wh a t  do  you  t hink  of t h a t  for  a  pla n!”

“I t hink  it  is a  fi r s t-r a t e  on e.   Bu t  h a d n’t
w e  b e t t e r  w ai t  till t h e  ins t r uc to r s  t u r n  in?”
s u g g e s t e d  Adler.

“No; t h e  bo a t s  will a ll b e  hois t e d  u p  to  t h e
d avi t s  a t  s u n s e t .   We m u s t  do  it w hile  t h e  p rofesso r s
a r e  a t  s u p p er, o r  no t  a t  a ll.  We w a n t  eigh t  oa r s
for  t h e  b a r g e ,  a n d  six for  t h e  t hi rd  cu t t e r ;  t h a t  m a k e s
fou r t e e n  fellows.  Ca n  w e  r ais e  a s  m a ny a s  t h a t?”

“Yes, I t hink  w e  c a n;  w e  will t ry, a t  a ny r a t e .”

“But  you  m u s t  look ou t ,  o r  so m e  fellow will
blow t h e  w hole  t hin g,” a d d e d  Wilton.   “Mind
w ho m  you  s p e ak  to.”

The  t r u s two r t hine s s  of t h e  va rious  s t u d e n t s  w a s  c a nvas s e d,
a n d  it  w a s  d e cid e d  w h a t  on e s  s ho uld  b e  invite d  to
join t h e  e n t e r p ris e.   The  discon t e n t e d  boys  s e p a r a t e d ,
a n d  w e n t  to  wo rk  wi th  g r e a t  c a u tion  to  ob t ain  t h e
n e e d e d  r e c r ui t s .   U nfor t u n a t ely, in  s uc h  a  c row d
of youn g  m e n,  t h e r e  a r e  alw ays  e no u g h  to  e n g a g e  in
a ny mischievous  plo t,  a n d  it is q ui t e  likely t h a t
t wic e  a s  m a ny  a s  w e r e  w a n t e d  co uld  h av e  b e e n  ob t ain e d
to  m a n  t h e  bo a t s  in t h e  r u n a w ay exp e di tion.

Wilton  miss e d  S h uffles  ve ry m u c h  in a r r a n ging  t h e
d e t ails  of t h e  p r e s e n t  e n t e r p ris e .   While  a t  t h e
Brockw ay Acad e my, t h ey  h a d  plo t t e d  misc hief so  of t e n
t h a t  e a c h  s e e m e d  to  b e  n e c e s s a ry to  t h e  o t h er. 
Bu t  S h uffles  h a d  r efo r m e d;  h e  w a s  no w  t hi r d  lieu t e n a n t
of t h e  s hip,  a n d  it  w a s  no t  s afe  to  s u g g e s t  a  cons pi r a cy
to  hi m,  for  h e  wo uld  a t t e m p t  to  g ain  favor  wi th  t h e
p rincip al by exposing  o r  d efe a ting  it.

75



Page 34

Yet S h uffles  w a s  so  bold  in t ho u g h t ,  a n d  so  d a rin g
in exec u tion,  t h a t  Wilton  could  h a r dly a b a n do n  t h e
ho p e  of ob t aining  his  a s si s t a nc e;  b e sid es,  t h e  t hi rd
lieu t e n a n t  would  b e  office r  of t h e  d e ck  w h e n  t h e  p rofe sso r s
w e n t  to  s u p p er, a n d  mig h t  wink a t  t h ei r  d e p a r t u r e  in
t h e  bo a t s ,  if h e  did  no t  a c t u ally h elp  t h e m  off.

“Would  you s ay  a ny t hing  to  S h uffles?”
a sk e d  Wilton,  s till in do u b t ,  of Mo n ro e,  a s  t h ey  h a p p e n e d
to  m e e t  a g ain  in  t h e  w ais t .

“To S h uffles!” exclaim e d  Mon ro e,  in a n
e n e r g e tic  w his p er.

“I m e a n  so.”

“Ce r t ainly no t .   I s ho uld  a s  soon  t hink
of s p e a king  to  Lowing to n  hi m s elf.”

“But  S h uffles  m ay  join u s.   H e  is alw ays
in for  a  good  ti m e.”

“Why, you  ninny, h e  is t hi r d  lieu t e n a n t  of t h e
s hip.”

“No m a t t e r  if h e  is.  I t hink  S h uffles  wo uld
like  to  join u s.”

“Nons e n s e!   H e  h a s  b e e n  in office  only t h r e e
d ays,  a n d  it wo uld  b r e a k  hi m.   H e  would  b e  d e g r a d e d
to  t h e  s t e e r a g e ,” r e plie d  Mo n ro e,  w ho  could
no t  h elp  t hinking  t h a t  Wilton  w a s  b e side  hi ms elf in
p ro posing  s uc h  a  t hin g,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  e n t e r p ri s e  w a s
doo m e d  to  failu r e  in s uc h  inco m p e t e n t  h a n d s.

“If h e  wo n’t  join u s ,  p e r h a p s  h e  will
h elp  u s  off.  H e  is office r  of t h e  d e ck,  you know,
in t h e  s econ d  dog  w a t c h.”

“I know h e  is; b u t  do n’t  you  op e n  you r
m o u t h  to  hi m.   If you  do,  I’ll b a ck  ou t
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a t  onc e .”

“Back ou t?”

“Yes, b a ck  ou t .   I b elieve  you  a r e  c r azy. 
Why do n’t  you  go  to  C ap t ain  Ca r n e s ,  a n d  do n e
wi th  it?” s aid  Mo n ro e,  wit h  e n e r gy.

“I h ave n’t  a ny hold  on  Ca r n e s ,  a n d  I h av e
on  S h uffles.”

“Wh a t  do  you  m e a n?” a s k e d  t h e  p r u d e n t
con s pi r a tor, c u riously.

“If S h uffles  wo n’t  join u s ,  h e  wo n’t
blow on  u s ,  you  m ay  d e p e n d  u po n  t h a t .   H e  wo uld n’t
d a r e  to  do  it.  I could  b r e a k  hi m  b efor e  s u n dow n,
if I c hos e,” s aid  Wilton,  wi th  conscious  pow er.

“Th a t  al t e r s  t h e  c a s e .”

“Of cou r s e ,  I s houldn’t t hink  of s aying
a ny t hing  to  hi m,  if I did  no t  know w h a t  I w a s  t alking
a bo u t .   I h ave  hi m  w h e r e  t h e  h ai r  is s ho r t ,  a n d
h e  knows  it, a s  w ell a s  I do.”

“Wh a t  is it,  Wilton?”

“No m a t t e r  w h a t  i t is.  Wh e n  a  t hing  is
told  m e  in confide nc e,  I ke e p  it to  mys elf; b u t  if
h e  t u r n s  t r ai to r  to  his  c ronie s,  h e  m u s t  look ou t  for
b r e ak e r s.   H e  know s  w h a t  it is.”

“Well, if you  c a n  g e t  hi m,  h e  will b e  a  fi r s t-r a t e
fellow to  h ave.”

“I t hink  I c a n  g e t  hi m.   H e r e  h e  co m e s;
you  ke e p  ou t  of t h e  w ay, a n d  I will s e e  ho w  d e e p  t h e
w a t e r  is.”

Mo n ro e  w e n t  forw a r d  to  find  a  s t u d e n t  to  w ho m  h e  h a d
b e e n  d e p u t e d  to  s p e a k  in  t h e  in t e r e s t  of t h e  e n t e r p ri s e
leaving  Wilton  to  g r a p ple  wit h  t h e  old  lion  of misc hief,
w hos e  t e e t h ,  how ever, s e e m e d  to  h ave  b e e n  wo r n  ou t
in t h e  c a u s e .
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“Wh a t’s u p ,  Wilton?” d e m a n d e d  t h e
t hi r d  lieu t e n a n t  w ho  w a s  no w  off d u ty, a n d  t h e r efo r e
allow e d  to  s p e a k  to  t h e  c r ew, t ho u g h  it  w a s  a  p rivileg e
of w hich  t h e  office r s  s eldo m  availed  t h e m s elves.

“Who s aid  a ny t hin g  w a s  u p?” a sk e d  Wilton.
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“You look a s  t ho u g h  you  m e a n t  so m e t hing.  
Wh a t  w e r e  you a n d  Ike  Mo n ro e  t alking  a bo u t  jus t  now?”
con tinu e d  S h uffles.   “About  m e ,  I’ll
b e  bo u n d,  for  you  ke p t  looking  a t  m e,  a s  t hou g h  you
m e a n t  so m e t hing.”

“Wh a t  m a k e s  you  t hink  so?   H av e  you  h e a r d
a ny t hing?” a s k e d  Wilton,  fea rful t h a t  t h e  plo t
h a d  leak e d  ou t .

“Not  a  wor d?   I only judg e d  by you r  looks.”

“I s u p pos e  if a ny t hing  w a s  u p,  you wo uld n’t
h ave  a ny t hing  to  do  wi th  it now.”

“Mos t  d e cid e dly, I s hould  no t .   I like  my
p r e s e n t  posi tion  too  w ell to  fall ou t  of it. 
I’m going  to  b e  c a p t ain  n ex t  t e r m,  if I c a n  fe tc h
it  a ny w ay in t h e  world.”

“You m e a n  to  b e  a  flunky, jus t  like  t h e  r e s t
of t h e m.   You a r e  no t  t h e  s a m e  fellow you  u s e d
to  b e .”

“Yes, I a m.”

“You a r e  g e t ti ng  too  big  for  you r  boo t s.”

“You w ro n g  m e,  Wilton.   I’m jus t  a s
good  a  fellow a s  I eve r  w a s.   I t hink  I’m
t h e  b e s t  fellow in t h e  s hip,  a n d  for  t h a t  r e a so n  I
w a n t  to  b e  c a p t ain.   I’m a h e a d  of Ca r n e s
so  fa r  on  m a rks  t his  m o n t h .”

“Well, if you  w a n t  to  b e  t h e  h e a d  flunky, I
ho p e  you’ll g e t  it.  We a r e  no t  goin g  a s ho r e
to-m o r row, t h ey s ay,” a d d e d  Wilton,  ch a n gin g
t h e  topic  to  g e t  n e a r e r  to  t h e  b u sin e ss  of t h e  ho ur.

“So Pelha m  told  m e .”
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“Are you  willing  to  s t ay on  bo a r d  a n d  s t u dy,
a n d  do  s hip’s d u ty, on  t h e  Fou r t h  of July?”

“We a r e  going  to  c ele b r a t e .”

“How?”

“I’m s u r e  I don’t  know.”

“We s h all c ele b r a t e  to-m o r row  jus t  a s  w e  do
eve ry d ay—a s  clos e  p rison e r s  on  bo a r d  t h e
s hip.   I, for  on e ,  do n’t like  it, a n d  I won’t
s t a n d  it.”

“Won’t you?” lau g h e d  S h uffles.

“Wh e n  I s ay  I wo n’t, I m e a n  so.”

“O, you  do—do  you?”

“You b e t t e r  b elieve  I do,” a d d e d  Wilton,
s h aking  hi s  h e a d  r e solu t ely.

“Wh a t  a r e  you  going  to  do?”

“I’m going  a s ho r e ,  by  hook  o r  by c rook.”

“Be t t e r  no t  g e t  in to  a ny sc r a p e .”

“You s ay t h a t  a s  on e  of t h e  flunkie s.”

“Well, you  h a d  b e t t e r  no t  s ay  a nyt hing  to  m e,
for  I s h all h ave  to  do  my d u ty a s  a n  officer. 
Don’t s ay  a ny t hing  to  m e,  a n d  t h e n  I s h all no t
know a ny t hin g  a bo u t  it.”

“H u m p h!” s n e e r e d  Wilton,  no t  pl e a s e d  wi th
t his  no n-co m mit t al  policy.

“I do n’t  w a n t  to  do  a nyt hing  m e a n  wi th
a ny of ou r  fellows; so  do n’t  s ay a  wo r d  to  m e .  
I s h all do  my d u ty a s  a n  officer, a s  I p ro mis e d  to
do  w h e n  I w a s  m a d e  t hi r d  lieu t e n a n t .”

“Do you  m e a n  to  s ay you  will s top  m e,  S h uffles,
if you  s e e  m e  goin g?” d e m a n d e d  Wilton.
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“I do  m e a n  so; I p ro mis e d  fai thfully to  do  my
d u ty a s  a n  officer, a n d  I s h all do  it.”

“S e e  h e r e ,  Bob  S h uffles; you  n e e d n’t  t alk
to  m e  in t h a t  m a n n er.  I kn e w  t h e  s hip’s
c a ble  fro m  a  pin t  of milk, a n d  you  c a n’t  co m e
t h e  flunky ove r  m e .”

“I’m going  to  do  jus t  a s  you  would  do
if you  w e r e  in my pl ac e.   I won’t h e a r  a
wo r d  a bo u t  a ny of you r  pl a ns.”

“But  will you  in t e rfe r e  wi t h  t h e m ?”
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“If it is my  d u ty to  do  so,  I s h all.  I
in t e n d  to  ob ey o r d e r s;  a n d  if I h ave  t h e  d e ck,  I s h all
k e e p  t hin gs  s t r aigh t,  w h a t eve r  h a p p e n s.”

“Lowing to n  do n’t know  you  a s  w ell a s  I
do.”

“No m a t t e r  if h e  do n’t; h e  s h all h ave
no  faul t  to  find  wi th  m e  t his  t e r m,  if I c a n  h elp
it.”

“It’s no  u s e  for  m e  to  mi nc e  t h e  m a t t e r
wi th  you, Bob  S h uffles.   We u n d e r s t a n d  e a c h  o t h e r
too  w ell for  t h a t .   So m e t hin g’s u p .”

S h uffles  t u r n e d  on  his  h e el, a n d  w a s  a bo u t  to  w alk
a w ay.

“Hold  on  a  mi n u t e ,  S h uffles,” con tin u e d
Wilton.   “I wo n’t t ell you  w h a t’s
u p,  b u t  I’ll t ell you t hi s; if you  in t e rfe r e
wi th  w h a t  I do,  o r  wi th  w h a t  t h e  fellows  wi th  m e  do,
I’ll t ell Lowing to n  a bo u t  t h e  m u tiny—I
will, a s  s u r e  a s  you r  n a m e  is Bob  S h uffles.   Do
you  u n d e r s t a n d  m e ?”

“Well, I do; a n d  it s e e m s  to  m e  t h a t  sou n d s
ve ry m u c h  like  a  t h r e a t .”

“Call it  w h a t  you  like.   If you  t u r n  t r ai to r
to  ou r  fellows, you m u s t  s t a n d  t h e  r a ck e t  of it. 
You a r e  no t  a  s ain t  jus t  ye t,  a n d  t hos e  t h a t  live
in gl a s s  ho us es  m u s n’t  t h ro w  s to n e s .”

“I b elieve  I h av e n’t  pl aye d  false  to  a ny
of ou r  fellows.  If I don’t  c hoos e  to  g e t
in to  a ny sc r a p e  wit h  t h e m,  I h ave  a  r ig h t  to  ke e p  ou t .  
Tha t’s  all I’ve go t  to  s ay.”

“But  w h a t  a r e  you  going  to  do,  S h uffles?  
Ou r  fellows  will w a n t  to  know.”
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“I’m going  to  do  my d u ty,” r e plied
t h e  t hi rd  lieu t e n a n t  a s  h e  w alke d  a w ay, r e g a r dl e s s
of t h e  effor t s  of hi s  co m p a nion  to  d e t ain  hi m.

S h uffles  w a s  exp e rie ncin g  t h e  t r u t h  of t h e  old  m axim,
t h a t  ho n e s ty is t h e  b e s t  policy.  I t  is to  b e
r e g r e t t e d  t h a t  his  p r e s e n t  d evotion  to  d u ty h a d  no
hig h e r  inc e n tive  t h a n  m e r e  policy; b u t  i t m ay  b e  ho p e d
of t hos e  w ho  do  t h ei r  d u ty fro m  low m o tives,  t h a t
t h ey  m ay  g a t h e r  ins pi r a tion  eve n  fro m  t h ei r  poli tic
fidelity to  ob ey it s  b e h e s t s  fro m  hig h e r  m o tives.  
The  t hi rd  lieu t e n a n t  of t h e  Young  Ame ric a  in t e n d e d
to  ke e p  t h e  p ro mis e  h e  h a d  m a d e  in a c c e p ting  his  office,
si m ply b e c a u s e  it  wo uld  p ay b e s t .

Wilton  a n d  hi s  confe d e r a t e s  h a d  no  difficul ty in m a king
u p  t h e  r e q ui r e d  n u m b e r  of discon t e n t s  a n d  m alcon t e n t s
b efo r e  six o’clock, w hich  w a s  t h e  t im e  fixed
for  c a r rying  ou t  t h e  e n t e r p ris e  t h ey h a d  pl a n n e d.  
So m e  of t h e  r e c r ui t s  joine d  b e c a u s e  t h ey  a n ticipa t e d
a  good  tim e  in t h e  ci ty in c ele b r a tin g  t h e  Fou r t h,
a n d  o th e r s  fro m  a  m e r e  love  of misc hief a n d  excit e m e n t .  
The  d e t ails  of t h e  sc h e m e  h a d  b e e n  c a r efully el a bo r a t e d
by Mon ro e  a n d  Wilton,  af t e r  t h e  r a nks  of t h e  cons pi r a to r s
w e r e  full.  H aving  lea r n e d  a  valu a ble  lesson  fro m
t h e  d aily discipline  of t h e  s hip,  t h e  misc hief w a s
c e r t ainly w ell pl a n n e d.   E ac h  boy w a s  a s sig n e d
to  a  p a r ticul a r  posi tion  in t h e  bo a t s ,  a n d  kn e w  on
w h a t  t h w a r t  h e  w a s  to  si t ,  a n d  w hich  o a r  h e  w a s  to
p ull.

Wilton  a n d  Mon ro e,  a s  t h e  m a s t e r  s pi ri t s  of t h e  e n t e r p ris e
w e r e  to  r u n  ou t  fir s t  on  t h e  swinging  boo m, a n d  slide
dow n  t h e  p ain t e r s,  e a c h  in to  t h e  bo a t  h e  w a s  to  co m m a n d.  
The  o t h e r s  w e r e  to  follow in t h e  s a m e  w ay, d e sc e n din g
fro m  t h e  boo m,  for  i t w a s  no t  consid e r e d  p r u d e n t  to
r u n  t h e  bo a t s  u p  to  t h e  g a n g w ay, w h e r e  so m e  e n t h u si a s tic
office r  mig h t  e a sily in t e rfe r e  wi t h  t h e  pl a n,  w hich
w a s  to  d e p e n d  for  it s  s ucc e s s  u po n  t h e  c el e ri ty of
it s  exec u tion.

83



Page 37

Whe n  fou r  b ells  s t r uck,  t h e  p rofe sso r s  w e n t  dow n  to
t h ei r  eve nin g  m e al, a s  u s u al, a n d  t h e  bo a t s w ain  pipe d
t h e  po r t  w a tc h  to  s u p p er, t h e  s t a r bo a r d  w a tc h  h aving
t ak e n  t h ei r s  a t  t h r e e  b ells, o r  h alf p a s t  five. 
Wilton  g ave  a  low w his tl e,  w h e n  S h uffles,  office r  of
t h e  d e ck,  w a s  a b af t  t h e  mizze n m a s t ,  wi th  his  b a ck
to  t h e  r u n a w ays  w ho  h a d  g a t h e r e d  in t h e  w ais t ,  a n d
w e r e  w ai ting  for  t h e  sig n al.

“Be  lively, fellows,” s aid  t h e  lea d e r
of t h e  e n t e r p ri s e,  a s  h e  s p r a n g  ove r  t h e  r ail, a n d
r a n  ou t  on  t h e  boo m,  follow e d  by Mo n ro e.

The  o t h e r s,  in t h e  o r d e r  in  w hich  t h ey h a d  b e e n  ins t r uc t e d,
did  t h e  s a m e.   About  h alf of t h e m  w e r e  on  t h e
boo m,  w h e n  t h e  m ove m e n t  w a s  r e po r t e d  to  t h e  office r
of t h e  d e ck  by t h e  mids hip m a n  on  d u ty in  t h e  w ais t .  
S h uffles  r u s h e d  forw a r d,  now  u n d e r s t a n ding,  for  t h e
fir s t  t im e,  t h e  in t e n tions  of Wilton; a n d  t r u e  to
t h e  ins pi r a tion  of fideli ty, h e  s e t  a bo u t  d efe a ting
t h e  objec t  of “ou r  fellows.”

The  s t u d ding-s ail boo m,  to  w hic h  t h e  bo a t s  w e r e  fas t e n e d,
w a s  s u p po r t e d  by a  top ping-lift fro m  a bove,  a n d  ke p t
in posi tion,  a t  r ig h t  a n gle s  wi th  t h e  side  of t h e
s hip,  by g uys  ex t e n ding  forw a r d  a n d  af t .

“St a n d  by t h a t  for e  g uy!” s hou t e d  S h uffles,
a s  h e  s p r a n g  u po n  t h e  r ail.  “Cas t  off!”

“Lively, fellows!” s aid  Wilton,  w h e n  h e
s a w  t h a t  t h e  t hi rd  lieu t e n a n t  in t e n d e d  to  s win g  in
t h e  boo m  to  t h e  s hip’s side .

“St a n d  by t h e  af t e r  g uy of t h e  s t u d ding-s ail
boo m!” con tinu e d  S h uffles,  wi th  b eco ming  e n e r gy.

Both  hi s  o r d e r s  w e r e  p ro m p tly ob eye d;  b u t  s e eing  t h a t
his  m ove m e n t  wo uld  b e  too  la t e ,  h e  r u s h e d  to  t h e  top ping-lift,
a n d  c a s t  it  off, c a u sing  t h e  s wingin g  boo m  to  d rop
into  t h e  w a t er, jus t  a s  t h e  las t  boy w a s  a bo u t  to
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slide  do w n  in to  t h e  p rofesso r s’ bo a t .   Of
cou r s e  t h e  luckless  fellow w e n t  in to  t h e  w a t e r ;  b u t
h e  w a s  p ro m p tly picke d  u p  by his  co m p a nions  in misc hief.

“If I’m c a u g h t ,  Bob  S h uffles,  you look
ou t  for  b r e ak e r s!” c rie d  Wilton,  a s  t h e  t hi rd
lieu t e n a n t  a p p e a r e d  a t  t h e  g a n g w ay a g ain.

The  tide  w a s  co min g  in, a n d  t h e  bo a t s  s w u n g  so  fa r
a b af t  t h e  boo m  t h a t  it h a d  fallen  cle a r  of t h e m  w h e n
it  d rop p e d  in to t h e  w a t er.  Wilton  a n d  Mo n ro e
w e r e  p ro m p t  to  avail t h e m s elves  of t h ei r  p r e s e n t  s ucc e ss ,
a n d  t h e  boys  s a t  in t h e  bo a t s,  wi t h  t h ei r  oa r s  u p,
r e a dy to  p ull a s  soon  a s  t h e  o r d e r  w a s  given.

“Le t  fall!” s aid  Wilton; a n d  t h e  eigh t
o a r s  of t h e  p rofe sso r s’ b a r g e  d ro p p e d  into  t h e
w a t er, a n d  t h e  ro w e r s  pl ac e d  t h e m  in r e a din e s s  for
t h e  fir s t  s t roke.

Mo n ro e,  in t h e  t hi r d  c u t t er, follow e d  t h e  exa m ple
of his  p rincip al, a n d  w a s  h a r dly a  s eco n d  b e hind  hi m.

“Give w ay!” a d d e d  Wilton.

“Give w ay!” r e p e a t e d  Mo n ro e;  a n d  t h e  t wo
bo a t s  g a t h e r e d  w ay a n d  d a r t e d  off tow a r d s  t h e  n e a r e s t
poin t  of t h e  s ho r e .

Thus  fa r  t h e  e n t e r p ri s e  of “ou r  fellows”
w a s  e n ti r ely s ucc e ssful, a n d  S h uffles  s tood  on  t h e
g a n g w ay, c h a g rin e d  a t  t h e  d efe a t  w hich  h a d  a t t e n d e d
his  effor t s  to  p r eve n t  t h e  e s c a p e  of t h e  r u n a w ays.

“St a n d  by to  cle a r  a w ay t h e  fir s t  c u t t e r !”
s ho u t e d  h e ,  s u d d e nly a n d  wi t h  e n e r gy, a s  h e  m a d e  hi s
w ay to  t h e  d avi ts ,  w h e r e  t h e  bo a t  indica t e d  w a s  s u s p e n d e d.

85



Page 38

“Cas t  off t h e  g rip e s,  a n d  m a n  t h e  falls!”
h e  con tin u e d  w h e n  t h e  w a tc h  w e r e  collec t e d  a t  t h e
sc e n e  of a c tion.   “Mr. Kend all, you  will
info r m  t h e  c a p t ain  w h a t  h a s  h a p p e n e d.”

Within  t h r e e  min u t e s ,  t h e  fi r s t  c u t t e r  w a s  in t h e
w a t er, for  t h e  c r e w  h a d  b e e n  fr eq u e n tly ex e rcis e d
in t h e  evolu tion  of low e ring  bo a t s,  a n d  p e rfo r m e d
it  wi t h  r e m a rk a ble  facility for  boys.   Befor e  t h e
fir s t  c u t t e r  to uc h e d  t h e  w a t er, t h e  c a p t ain,  t h e  p rincip al,
a n d  all t h e  p rofe sso r s ,  c a m e  on  d e ck.

Mr. Lowing ton  w a s  e n ti r ely cool, t ho u g h  eve rybody
els e  a p p e a r e d  to  b e  in t e ns ely exci t e d.   The  c r e w
of t h e  fir s t  c u t t e r  w e r e  pip e d  a w ay, a n d  a t  t h e  p rincip al’s
s u g g e s tion,  t h e  t hi rd  lieu t e n a n t  w a s  s e n t  off in t h e
bo a t  to  p r eve n t  t h e  landing  of t h e  r e b ellious  p u pils.

“Up  oa r s!   Let  fall!  Give  w ay!”
s aid  S h uffles,  in t h e  bo a t ,  d elive ring  his  o r d e r s
in r a pid  s ucc es sion; a n d  t h e  fi r s t  c u t t e r  d a r t e d  off
in  c h a s e  of t h e  r u n a w ays.

CHAPTER VI.

THE FOURTH OF JULY.

The  firs t  c u t t e r  w a s  m a n n e d  by h e r  r e g ula r  c r ew, w ho
h a d  b e e n  t r ain e d  wi th  t h e  u t m os t  c a r e  to  p ull tog e t h er,
w hile  Wilton,  in t h e  p rofe sso r s’ b a r g e ,  w hich
w a s  of t h e  s a m e  size,  h a d  so m e  ve ry indiffe r e n t  oa r s m e n.  
The  r u n a w ays  h a d  m a d e  u p  t h ei r  forc e  of s uc h  m a t e ri al
a s  t h ey  could  ob t ain,  a n d  t ho u g h  all w e r e  so m e w h a t
a c c us to m e d  to  rowing,  t h ey h a d  no t  b e e n  d rilled  to
wo rk  tog e t h e r;  t h ey  w e r e  no t  t h e  u ni t  of po w e r  in
p ulling  a  bo a t .   S h uffles,  t h e r efo r e,  h a d  a  m a nifes t
a dva n t a g e,  a n d  h e  w a s  d e t e r min e d  to  b ring  b ack  t h e
fugi tives.
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The  s e con d  c u t t er, in c h a r g e  of Pa ul Kend all, w a s
cle a r e d  a w ay, a n d,  wi th  Mr. Lowing to n  a n d  Mr. Fluxion
on  bo a r d,  left  t h e  s hip  to  t ak e  p a r t  in  t h e  p u r s ui t .  
The  ch a s e  p ro mis e d  to  b e  a n  exciting  on e,  for  Wilton
a n d  Mon ro e  w e r e  s t r aining  eve ry  n e rv e  to  r e a c h  t h e
s ho r e  b efor e  t h ey w e r e  ove r t a k e n.   They w e r e  m a king
for  t h e  n e a r e s t  lan d,  a n d  h aving  jus t  t h e  n u m b e r  of
h a n d s  r e q ui r e d  to  p ull t h e  bo a t ,  e a c h  of t h e m  w a s  oblige d
to  u s e  a n  oa r  hi m s elf.  They h a d  no  coxsw ains,
a n d  Wilton,  a t  t h e  bow  oa r  of t h e  p rofe sso r s’
b a r g e ,  could  no t  s e e  w h a t  w a s  a h e a d,  t ho u g h  h e  k e p t
t h e  p u r s uing  bo a t s  in full view.

The  n e a r e s t  land,  no t  m o r e  t h a n  h alf a  mile  fro m  t h e
s hip,  w a s  a  poin t  cove r e d  wit h  s al t  m a r s h ,  a bove  w hich
w a s  a  cove,  w hos e  op e nin g  w a s  a bo u t  t e n  ro d s  in  wid t h.  
Wilton  w a s  m a king  for  t h e  poin t  b elow t h e  cove,  b u t
his  c alcul a tions  w e r e  m a d e  wi thou t  judg m e n t  o r  di sc r e tion.  
If h e  r e a c h e d  t h e  lan d,  his  p a r ty wo uld  b e  oblige d
to  w alk a  mile  in o rd e r  to  g e t  ro u n d  t h e  cove,  on
a  n a r row  s t rip  of m a r s h ,  w h e r e  t h ey  mig h t  b e  in t e r c e p t e d.  
Bu t  t h e  fa t al  d ef ec t  in his  pl a n  of op e r a tions  w a s
a  failu r e  to  consid e r  t h e  d e p t h  of w a t e r  b e t w e e n  t h e
s hip  a n d  t h e  poin t .   The  flow of t h e  t id e  fro m
t h e  cove,  w hile  it k e p t  a  cle a r  ch a n n el  t h ro u g h  t h e
e n t r a n c e ,  h a d  for m e d  a  b a r  off t h e  ton g u e  of lan d  on
t h e  s e a w a r d  sid e  of it, w hich  w a s  b a r e  a t  h alf t id e,
a n d  w a s  now  jus t  cove r e d .   Wilton  w a s  p ulling
for  t his  b ar, wi th  all t h e  s t r e n g t h  of his  c r ew.
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S h uffles  w a s  p ro m p t  to  obs e rve  t h e  mis t ak e  of hi s
la t e  c ro ny, a n d  jus t  a s  p ro m p t  to  p rofit  by  it. 
The  firs t  c u t t e r  w a s  g aining  r a pidly on  t h e  c h as e;
b u t  S h uffles,  a s  s h e  r e a c h e d  t h e  bo r d e r  of t h e  m ain
c h a n n el, o r d e r e d  hi s  coxsw ain  to  ke e p  t h e  bo a t’s
h e a d  tow a r d s  t h e  e n t r a nc e  of t h e  cove.

“We s h all n eve r  c a tc h  t h e m  on  t his  t a ck,”
s aid  t h e  coxsw ain  of t h e  c u t t er, w ho  kn e w  no t hin g
a bo u t  t h e  b ar.

“I t hink  w e  s h all,” r e plied  t h e  t hi rd
lieu t e n a n t ,  confide n tly.

“We a r e  no t  going  tow a r d s  t h e  poin t .”

“Th a t’s ve ry t r u e ,  a n d  t h e  p rofes so r s’
b a r g e  will no t  go  m u c h  fa r t h e r  in  t h a t  di r ec tion.  
P ull s t e a dy, my  lads; do n’t h u r ry you r s elves.  
The r e  is ple n ty of ti m e.”

The  coxsw ain  t ho u g h t  his  s u p e rio r  office r  w a s  t aking
t h e  m a t t e r  ve ry coolly, a n d  knowing  of t h e  in tim a cy
w hich  h a d  for m e rly s u bsis t e d  b e t w e e n  S h uffles  a n d
Wilton,  h e  w a s  r e a dy to  co nclud e  t h a t  t h e  t hi r d  lieu t e n a n t
w a s  willing  to  p e r mi t  t h e  e sc a p e  of “ou r  fellows.” 
While  h e  w a s  p u t ti ng  t his  cons t r u c tion  on  t h e  con d uc t
of his  s u p e rior, t h e  p rofe sso r s’ b a r g e  “took
t h e  g ro u n d,” a n d  s t uck  fas t .

“They’re  a g ro u n d,  Mr. S h uffles,”
s aid  t h e  coxsw ain.

“The r e’s jus t  w h e r e  I exp ec t e d  t h e m  to
b e,” a n s w e r e d  S h uffles,  q ui e tly.

“Sh all I r u n  tow a r d s  t h e m?”

“No; ke e p  h e r  a s  s h e  is.  The r e  isn’t
m o r e  t h a n  a  foot  of w a t e r  a nyw h e r e  b e t w e e n  t h e m  a n d
t h e  poin t .”
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The  t hi rd  c u t t er, b ein g  a  s m alle r  bo a t  t h a n  t h e  p rofes so r s’
b a r g e ,  did  no t  to uc h  t h e  b a r  a s  soon  a s  h e r  conso r t;
b u t  Mon ro e  s a w  t h a t  hi s  c r af t  could  no t  lan d  h e r  p a r ty
on  t h e  poin t  a t  t h a t  s t a g e  of t h e  t id e,  a n d  h e  o r d e r e d
his  c r e w  fir s t  to  lay on  t h ei r  oa r s ,  a n d  t h e n  to  b a ck
w a t er.  Wilton’s bo a t  w a s  a g ro u n d  a t  t h e
bow, a n d  w h e n  h e  h a d  s e n t  p a r t  of his  c r e w  af t ,  s h e
w a s  e a sily p u s h e d  off t h e  b ar.  By t his  d elay h e
h a d  los t  t h e  c h a n c e  of landing  a t  t h e  poin t,  a n d  hi s
only al t e r n a tive  w a s  to  p ull u p  to  t h e  cove; b u t  in
doing  so,  it  would  b e  im possible  to  avoid  t h e  fir s t
c u t t er, w hic h  h a d  no w  s ec u r e d  a  posi tion  off t h e  m o u t h
of t h e  lit tle  b ay.

“St a n d  by to  lay on  you r  oa r s ,” s aid  t h e
coxsw ain  of t h e  fi r s t  cu t t er, a s  di r ec t e d  by t h e  lieu t e n a n t
in co m m a n d.   “Oa r s!”

The  c r e w  c e a s e d  ro win g,  a n d  laying  on  t h ei r  oa r s ,
w ai t e d  t h e  n ex t  m ove m e n t  of t h e  r u n a w ays.   In
t h e  m e a n  tim e  t h e  s econ d  c u t t e r  w a s  w ell a w ay fro m
t h e  s hip,  a n d  Mr. Lowing to n,  p ro m p tly co m p r e h e n din g
t h e  in t e n tions  of t h e  t hi rd  lieu t e n a n t ,  di r ec t e d  t h e
office r  in co m m a n d  to  p ull tow a r d s  t h e  bo a t s  on  t h e
b ar, ke e pin g  w ell to  s e a w a r d ,  in  o r d e r  to  p r eve n t
t h e m  fro m  e s c a pin g  in t h a t  di r ec tion.

Wilton  r e alize d  t h a t  h e  w a s  co r n e r e d ,  a n d  ho pin g  t h a t
S h uffles  would  no t  b e  ove r-ze alous  in t h e  di sch a r g e
of his  d u ty, di r ec t e d  hi s  cou r s e  tow a r d s  t h e  op e nin g
of t h e  cove.   A few s t rok es  b ro u g h t  hi m  wit hin
h ailing  di s t a nc e  of t h e  fi rs t  cu t t er.

“No u s e,  Wilton,” s aid  S h uffles,  laug hing.  
“You m ay  a s  w ell p ull for  t h e  s hip.   I t’s
all u p  wi th  you.”
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But  t h e  le a d e r  of t h e  r u n a w ays,  ins t e a d  of h e e din g
t his  good  a dvice,  a t t e m p t e d  to  p u s h  by a s t e r n  of t h e
fir s t  c u t t er.

“St e r n,  all!  Give  w ay!” s hou t e d  S h uffles,
s h a r ply.  “Coxsw ain,  s t a n d  by wit h  you r
s t e r n  line!”

It  w a s  g e n e r ally u n d e r s tood  t h a t  t h e  t hi r d  lieu t e n a n t
of t h e  Young  Ame ric a  w a s  a  figh ting  c h a r a c t er, a n d
t h a t  h e  could  w hip  a ny office r  o r  s e a m a n  in t h e  s hip,
t hou g h  his  p ro w e s s  h a d  no t  b e e n  p r a c tically d e m o n s t r a t e d .  
S h uffles  took t h e  s t e r n  line  hi ms elf, ins t e a d  of in t r u s ting
t h e  d u ty to  t h e  coxsw ain.   H e  in t e n d e d  to  g r a p ple
t h e  bo w  of t h e  p rofe sso r s’ b a r g e ,  a n d  m a k e  fas t
to  it  wi th  t h e  ro p e;  b u t  t h e  c u t t e r  did  no t  g a t h e r
w ay e no u g h  in s e a so n  to  do  t his.  As s h e  b ack e d,
s h e  fouled  t h e  o a r s  of t h e  b a r g e ,  a n d  S h uffles  s ec u r e d
a  fir m  hold  of h e r  s t e r n.

“Wh a t  a r e  you  doing,  Bob S h uffles?” d e m a n d e d
Wilton,  a n g ry, w h e n  h e  s a w  t h a t  hi s  la t e  c ro ny w a s
fully in e a r n e s t .

The  t hi rd  lieu t e n a n t  m a d e  no  r e ply; b u t  p a s sing  his
ro p e  t h ro u g h  a  ri ng  in t h e  s t e r n  of t h e  b a r g e ,  h e
m a d e  it fas t ,  a n d  t h e n  p u s h e d  t h e  c u t t e r  off fro m
h er.  Wh e n  t h e  line  h a d  r u n  ou t  a bo u t  a  fa t ho m,
h e  s e c u r e d  t h e  e n d  h e  h eld  in  his  h a n d  to  t h e  af t e r
t h w a r t  of his  ow n  bo a t .   Thus  t h e  fi r s t  c u t t e r
a n d  t h e  b a r g e  w e r e  las h e d  tog e t h er, s t e r n  to  s t e r n .

“Cas t  off t h a t  ro p e!” s hou t e d  Wilton  to
t h e  s t rok e  oa r s m a n  in t h e  b a r g e .

“Don’t you  to uc h  it,  my  lad,” int e r pos e d
S h uffles,  w h e n  t h e  boy a t t e m p t e d  to  ob ey t h e  o r d e r
of his  le a d er.  “If you  a t t e m p t  it, you  will
p u rc h a s e  a  so r e  h e a d.”

[Illus t r a tion:  THE ESCAPE FROM THE S HIP. 
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The  t hi rd  lieu t e n a n t  h a d  picke d  u p  a  bo a t-hook, a n d
s tood  r e a dy to  r a p  a ny of t h e  b a r g e’s c r e w  w ho
mig h t  a t t e m p t  to  c a s t  off t h e  line  by w hich  t h e  bo a t s
w e r e  fas t e n e d  tog e t h er.  N o  on e  w a s  di spos e d  to
c ross  t h e  p u r pos e s  of so  for mid a ble  a  p e r so n  a s  S h uffles,
a n d  t h e  s t rok e  oa r s m a n  did  no t  ob ey t h e  o r d e r  of Wilton.  
I t  would  no t  b e  s afe  to  do  so.

“Now, Wilton,  w h a t  do  you s ay?” d e m a n d e d
S h uffles,  a  s mile  of t riu m p h  pl aying  u po n  hi s  face,
w hich  w a s  ve ry a g g r ava ting  to  t h e  lea d e r  of t h e  r u n a w ays.  
“Will you  go  b ack  to  t h e  s hip,  o r  no t?”

“No, of cou r s e  I wo n’t,” r e plie d
t h e  disco mfit e d  c hief of t h e  m alcon t e n t s.

“You h a d  b e t t er, my  d e a r  fellow.  The r e
co m e s  Mr. Lowing to n.”

“I did n’t t hink  t his  of you, Bob  S h uffles,”
s aid  Wilton,  r e p ro a c hfully.

“I told  you I s ho uld  do  my d u ty; a n d  I s h all,
to  t h e  e n d.   If you  will r e t u r n,  all r i gh t;  if
no t,  I s h all t ak e  you b a ck.”

“No, you  won’t.”

“I t hink  I will,” a d d e d  t h e  t hi r d  lieu t e n a n t ,
q uie tly.  “St a n d  by to  give  w ay!”
h e  con tin u e d,  to  t h e  coxsw ain.

“Two c a n  pl ay a t  t h a t  g a m e,” s aid  Wilton,
a s  h e  g av e  t h e  s a m e  o r d e r  to  his  c r ew.

“Give w ay!” s ho u t e d  t h e  coxsw ain  of t h e
fir s t  c u t t er, wi th  e n e r gy.

“Give w ay!” r e p e a t e d  Wilton,  in  t h e  b a r g e .

The  ro p e  s t r aig h t e n e d,  S h uffles  s tood  u p  in t h e  s t e r n-s h e e t s
of t h e  cu t t er, to  p r eve n t  t h e  line  fro m  b ein g  c a s t
off, a n d  t h e  con t e s t  b e g a n,  to  a s c e r t ain  w hich  s hould
d r a g  t h e  o t h er.  I t  w a s  r a t h e r  ludic rous ,  in s pi t e
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of t h e  s e rious  q u e s tion  of discipline  involved  in t h e
affair, a n d  t h e  boys  in t h e  c u t t e r  w e r e  in t e n s ely
a m u s e d,  a s  w ell a s  exci t e d.   Bot h  c r e w s  s t r u g gle d
wi th  all t h ei r  mig h t ,  a n d  e a c h  le a d e r  u r g e d  his  follow e r s
to  r e n e w e d  exe r tions.
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The  discipline  of t h e  fi r s t  cu t t e r  w a s  on  t h e  poin t
of c a r rying  t h e  con t e s t  in favo r  of law a n d  o r d er,
w h e n  Mon ro e,  s e eing  t h a t  his  frien d  w a s  n e a rly wo r s t e d ,
b ack e d  t h e  t hi rd  cu t t e r  u p  to  t h e  bow  of t h e  b a r g e ,
a n d  took h e r  p ain t e r  on  bo a r d,  w hich  h e  m a d e  fas t  a t
t h e  s t e r n .   Res u ming  hi s  oar, h e  o r d e r e d  hi s  c r e w
to  give  w ay tog e t h er.  The n  law a n d  o r d e r  a p p e ale d
to  b e  a t  a  discou n t ,  for  t h e  eigh t  oa r s m e n  in t h e  fir s t
c u t t e r  w e r e  no t  a  m a t c h,  eve n  in t h e  c a us e  of di scipline,
a g ain s t  t h e  fou r t e e n  in t h e  b a r g e  a n d  t hi rd  c u t t er.

S h uffles  did  no t  give  it u p ,  no t wi th s t a n ding  t h e  g r e a t
odd s  a g ain s t  hi m.   Let ting  ou t  t h e  s t e r n  line
fa r  e no u g h  to  allow s p ac e  for  a  n e w  m a no e uv r e,  h e
di r e c t e d  t h e  s t a r bo a r d  oa r s m e n  to  lay on  t h ei r  o a r s,
w hile  t hos e  on  t h e  po r t  sid e  p ulle d  t h e  bo a t  ro u n d.  
The n  all g ave  w ay tog e t h er, a n d  t h e  b a r g e  w a s  d r a g g e d
ro u n d  side w ays,  u n til h e r  oa r s  foule d  wi t h  t hos e  of
Mo n ro e’s bo a t .   At t his  s t a g e  of t h e  exci ting
p roc e e din gs  t h e  s econ d  c u t t e r  c a m e  u p  wi t h  t h e  p rincip al.

Mr. Fluxion  s a t  in  t h e  s t e r n-s h e e t s,  s h akin g  hi s  side s
wi th  laug h t e r  a t  t h e  sing ula r  con t e s t  w hich  w a s  going
on; b u t  Mr. Lowing to n,  t hou g h  evide n tly a m u s e d,  m ain t ain e d
his  g r avity, a n d  w a s  a s  dignified  a s  u s u al.  The
a p p e a r a nc e  of t h e  p rincip al e n d e d  t h e  s t r u g gle.  
A gl a nc e  fro m  him  w a s  q ui t e  s ufficien t  to  t ak e  all
t h e  s tiffening  ou t  of t h e  r u n a w ays,  a n d  eve n  Wilton,
t hou g h  h e  t alke d  valia n tly b e hind  Mr. Lowing to n’s
b ack,  a n d  n e glec t e d  eve n  to  give  hi m  t h e  sim ple  t i tl e
of “mis t er,” h a d  no t  t h e  cou r a g e  to  r e sis t
t h e  s t ro n g  a r m  of hi s  a u t ho ri ty.  As t h e  s econ d
c u t t e r  b a ck e d  u p  to  t h e  b a r g e ,  t h e  p rincip al s t e p p e d
on  bo a r d  of h er, a n d  took a  s e a t  in t h e  s t e r n-s h e e t s .

“Youn g  g e n tle m e n,  you  will r e t u r n  to  t h e  s hip,”
s aid  Mr. Lowing to n,  s t e r nly, a s  h e  took t h e  tille r-rop e s
in hi s  h a n d s.   “Give  w ay!”

The  m alcon t e n t s  h a d  no  t hou g h t  of fu r t h e r  r e sis t a n c e .  
The  p r e s e n c e  of t h e  p rincip al w a s  s ufficie n t  to  ove rco m e
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all ins u bo r din a tion; t h ey  did  no t  d a r e  to  disob ey
hi m.  M e c h a nically t h ey  b e n t  to  t h ei r  oa r s,  a n d
wi tho u t  a  wo r d  p ulle d  b a ck  to  t h e  s hip.

Mr. Fluxion, by di r e c tion  of Mr. Lowing to n,  h a d  t ak e n
his  plac e  in  Mo n ro e’s bo a t ,  a n d  followe d  t h e
b a r g e ,  t h e  t wo  c u t t e r s  b ringing  u p  t h e  r e ar. 
This  w a s  t h e  fir s t  ins t a n c e  of flag r a n t  ins u bo r din a tion
w hich  h a d  occu r r e d  sinc e  t h e  o r g a niza tion  of t h e  s hip’s
co m p a ny, a n d  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  no t  a  lit tl e  a nxious
to  le a r n  ho w  it  wo uld  b e  t r e a t e d.   I t  w a s  sing ula r
t h a t  S h uffles,  w ho  on  s ho r e  h a d  alw ays  b e e n  t h e  rin gle a d e r
in e n t e r p ris e s  of misc hief, h a d  b e e n  t h e  m e a n s  of
d efe a ting  t h e  sc h e m e  of t h e  r u n a w ays.

The  bo a t s  w e r e  hois t e d  u p  a t  t h e  d avi t s,  a n d  t h e  bo a t s w ain
w a s  o r d e r e d  to  pipe  all h a n d s  on  d e ck.   The  p rincip al
looke d  c al m,  b u t  s t e r n,  a s  h e  took t h e  posi tion  on
t h e  h a t c h  w hich  h e  u s u ally occ u pie d  w h e n  h e  a d d r e s s e d
t h e  s t u d e n t s .

“Wilton  a n d  Mon ro e,” s aid  h e .

The  culp ri t s  c a m e  forw a r d ,  h a n ging  t h ei r  h e a d s  wit h
s h a m e.

“I lea r n  t h a t  you  a r e  t h e  rin gle a d e r s  in t his
m ove m e n t .   Is  it  so?”
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“I s u p pos e  w e  a r e ,” r e plied  Wilton.

“Who p ro pos e d  t h e  pla n?”

“Wilton  fir s t  s pok e  to  m e  a bo u t  it,” a n s w e r e d
Mo n ro e.

“And you ind uc e d  t h e  o th e r s  to  join you?”

“Yes, sir.”

“As t h e  ringle a d e r s,  Wilton  a n d  Mon ro e  will
los e  t w e n ty m a r ks  e a c h,  a n d  r e m ain  in  t h ei r  m e s s  roo m s
to-m o r row.  The  o t h e r  t w elve  lose  t e n  m a rks  e a c h,”
con tinu e d  Mr. Lowing to n.   “Young  g e n tle m e n,
t hos e  w ho  h ave  e n g a g e d  in t his  sc h e m e  a r e  no t  to  b e
t r u s t e d.   I h ave  no t hin g  fu r t h e r  to  s ay.”

The  c r e w  w e r e  di s miss e d,  a n d  all t h e  s t u d e n t s  w e r e
dis pos e d  to  lau g h  a t  t h e  mildn e s s  of t h e  p u nis h m e n t ,
co m p a r e d  wi t h  t h e  e no r mi ty of t h e  offenc e .

“Mr. S h uffles,” s aid  t h e  p rincip al, a s
h e  s t e p p e d  dow n  fro m  t h e  h a t c h,  “I a m  ve ry m u c h
oblige d  to  you  for  t h e  ze al a n d  e n e r gy w hic h  you  h ave
exhibi t e d  in t h e  di sch a r g e  of you r  d u ty.  N o t  only
w a s  you r  dis posi tion  to  do  you r  d u ty highly co m m e n d a ble,
b u t  you r  pl a n s  di spl aye d  skill a n d  for e t ho u g h t .”

“Th a nk  you, sir,” r e plied  t h e  t hi rd  lieu t e n a n t;
“I a m  ve ry gla d  to  h ave  pl e a s e d  you.”

Mr. Lowing ton  bo w e d,  a n d  d e sc e n d e d  to  t h e  c a bin  to
finish  his  s u p p er, w hich  h a d  b e e n  in t e r r u p t e d  by  t h e
eve n t  d e s c ribe d.   Wh a t  t h e  p rofe sso r s  s aid  a bo u t
t h e  affai r  w a s  no t  know n  to  t h e  boys; b u t  S h uffles
w a s  w a r mly p r ai s e d  for  t h e  m o d e r a t e  b u t  skilful m e a s u r e s
h e  h a d  u s e d  in t h e  c a p t u r e  of t h e  r e b els.

At s u n dow n,  a  s ho r e  bo a t  c a m e  along sid e  wi t h  a n  a b u n d a n t
s u p ply of fi r e wo rks,  w hich  h a d  b e e n  o r d e r e d  by Mr.
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Lowing to n.   They w e r e  hois t e d  on  bo a r d ,  a n d  d e posi t e d
in a  s afe  pl ac e .   At t h e  u s u al  ho ur, t h e  boys  t u r n e d
in to  d r e a m  of t h e  good  tim e  w hich  t h e s e  s q uibs  a n d
c r a ck e r s  s u g g e s t e d  to  t h e m—all b u t  Mon ro e
a n d  Wilton,  w ho  h a d  so m e t hin g  els e  to  t hink  a bo u t .  
The  la t t e r  w a s  dis a p poin t e d  a n d  s u rly, w hile  t h e  for m e r
con g r a t ul a t e d  hi ms elf u po n  g e t tin g  ou t  of t h e  sc r a p e
so  e a sily.  Wilton  w a s  ve ry a n g ry  wi th  S h uffles,
w ho  mig h t  h av e  p e r mi t t e d  hi m  to  land,  if h e  h a d  b e e n
so  di spos e d;  a n d  h e  d e t e r min e d  to  t ak e  w h a t  h e  consid e r e d
a n  a m ple  ven g e a n c e  u po n  t h e  t r ai tor.  As soon
a s  h e  h a d  a n  op po r t u ni ty to  s p e a k  to  Mr. Lowing to n,
h e  in t e n d e d  to  t ell hi m  all a bo u t  t h e  pl a n  for  a  m u tiny,
a n d  h e  w a s  fully s a tisfied  t h a t  S h uffles  wo uld  b e  s e n t
in dis g r a c e  fro m  his  pl e a s a n t  posi tion  in t h e  af t e r
c a bin,  to  t ak e  u p  his  a bod e  in t h e  s t e e r a g e  a g ain.

On  t h e  m o r ning  of t h e  eve r-glo rious  Fou r t h,  a ll h a n d s
w e r e  m u s t e r e d  on  t h e  d e ck  of t h e  Young  Ame rica  a t
fou r  o’clock.  C r a ck e r s  w e r e  s e rve d  ou t ,
a n d  for  t wo  ho u r s  t h e r e  w a s  a  t r e m e n do us  r a ck e t  fro m
s t e r n  to  s t e r n,  a m o n g  t h e  you n g e r  boys.  At six
o’clock, t h e  po r t  w a t c h  w e r e  pipe d  to  b r e akfa s t,
a n d  all t h e  c r a ck e r s  h aving  b e e n  b u r n e d,  t h e  d e cks
w e r e  s w e p t ,  a n d  eve ryt hin g  p u t  in p e rf ec t  o r d er, by
t h e  s t a r bo a r d  w a tc h.   A b a n d  of m u sic,  e n g a g e d
for  t h e  d ay, c a m e  off, a n d  t h e  e nlivening  s t r ains
of t h e  n a tion al  ai r s  so u n d e d  t h ro u g h  t h e  s hip.

At s eve n  o’clock, w h e n  all h a n d s  h a d  b r e akfa s t e d ,
a n  ho u r  e a rlie r  t h a n  u s u al, t h e  c r e w  w e r e  pip e d  to
m u s t er, wo n d e rin g,  a s  t h ey  alw ays  did,  w h a t  w a s  going
to  b e  do n e.
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“All h a n d s,  u p  a nc ho r  a hoy!” s ho u t e d  t h e
bo a t s w ain  p ro m p t e d  by t h e  fi rs t  lieu t e n a n t;  b u t  t hi s
o r d e r  w a s  so  co m m o n  in t h e  eve ry-d ay p r a c tic e  of t h e
c r ew, t h a t  no  on e  s u p pos e d  it h a d  a ny u n u s u al  sig nificanc e;
a n d  so m e  of t h e  boys  eve n  b e g a n  to  g r u m ble  a t  b ein g
co m p elled  to  go  t h rou g h  t h e  ro u tin e  of s hip’s
wo rk  on  t h e  Fou r t h  of July.

“Bring  to  on  t h e  c a ble,  a n d  u n bi t t!” con tinu e d
t h e  office r  in co m m a n d.   “Ship  t h e  c a p s t a n
b a r s,  a n d  s wift e r  t h e m!   H e ave  in t h e  c a ble  to
a  s ho r t  s t ay!”

The s e  o r d e r s  w e r e  d uly exec u t e d,  u n d e r  t h e  di r ec tion
of t h e  va rious  office r s  a t  t h ei r  s t a tions.

“Avas t  h e aving!” c alled  t h e  fir s t  m a s t er. 
“Ancho r  a p e ak,  sir,” h e  r e po r t e d  to  t h e
fir s t  lieu t e n a n t .

“Pawl t h e  c a ps t a n,  s to p p e r  t h e  c a ble,  a n d  u n s hip
t h e  b a r s!” a d d e d  t h e  exec u tive  office r s,  a ll
of w hich  w a s  do n e,  a n d  d uly r e po r t e d .

“St a tions  for  loosing  tops ails!” w hich
w e r e  s h a k e n  ou t  by  t h e  o r din a ry ro u tin e,  s h e e t e d  ho m e,
a n d  hois t e d  u p.

“Fore c a s tle m e n,  loos e  t h e  h e a d  s ails!  Afte r-g u a r d ,
cle a r  a w ay t h e  s p a nk e r!   M a n  t h e  c a ps t a n  b a r s ,
s hip  a n d  s wift e r  t h e m!   H e ave  a ro u n d!”

This  las t  w a s  a  m a no e uv r e  w hich  t h e  c r e w  h a d  n eve r
b efo r e  b e e n  c alled  u po n  to  p e rfo r m;  a n d  t h e  o r d e r
s e n t  a  t h rill of d eligh t  to  all h e a r t s .   The  c a ble
h a d  oft e n  b e e n  h e av e d  to  a  s ho r t  s t ay, t h a t  is, so
t h a t  it r u n  n e a rly u p  a n d  dow n;  b u t  t h a t  w a s  a s  fa r
a s  t h ey  h a d  eve r  b efo r e  b e e n  p e r mi t t e d  to  p roc e e d.  
N ow, wi t h  t h e  a n c ho r  a p e a k,  t h ey w e r e  o r d e r e d  to  t h e
c a p s t a n  a g ain,  a n d  t h ey  r e alize d  t h a t  t h e  Young  Ame ric a
w a s  a c t u ally going  to  s e a .   The  co m m a n d  kindled
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a n  e n t h u si a s m  w hich  glow e d  on  ev e ry face.   The
s hip  w a s  going  ou t  of t h e  h a r bor, a n d  t h e  evil do e r s
in t h e  m e s s  roo m s  b elow w e r e  to  b e  pi ti ed.

“Ancho r  a w eig h,  sir,” r e po r t e d  t h e  exci t e d
bo a t s w ain  w ho, ho w ever, h a d  to  b e  p ro m p t e d  in  t his
ins t a nc e  by  Pe aks,  for  it h a d  n eve r  b e e n  in t h a t  posi tion
b efo r e  since  it  fi r s t  hooke d  t h e  m u d  in Brockw ay h a r bor.

“Ancho r  a w eig h,  sir,” r e p e a t e d  t h e  s e con d
lieu t e n a n t .

“M a n  t h e  jib a n d  flying-jib h alya r d s!”
s aid  t h e  fi r s t  lieu t e n a n t .

“Ancho r’s a t  t h e  bow, sir,” s aid
t h e  bo a t s w ain,  w hic h  r e po r t  w e n t  t h ro u g h  t h e  s a m e
c h a n n els  a s  b efo r e,  t ill i t  r e a c h e d  t h e  exec u tive
officer.

“Hois t  a w ay on  t h e  jib a n d  flying-jib h alya r d s!  
Avas t  h e aving!   Pawl t h e  c a p s t a n!   S top p e r
t h e  c a ble!  Ca t  a n d  fish  t h e  a n c ho r!” s ho u t e d
t h e  fir s t  lieu t e n a n t .   “Por t  t h e  h el m!”

The  Young  Ame ric a  w a s  cle a r  of t h e  g ro u n d.   The
fore  tops ail, w hich  h a d  b e e n  t ri m m e d  to  t h e  fre s h
b r e eze ,  w a s  full, a n d  t h e  s hip  b e g a n  to  g a t h e r  h e a d w ay. 
Two s e a m e n  h a d  b e e n  pl ac e d  a t  t h e  w h e el, u n d e r  t h e
c h a r g e  of t h e  q u a r t e r m a s t er.  The  boys  h a d  oft e n
“m a d e  b elieve” do  t h e s e  t hin gs,  b u t  no w
t h ey w e r e  r e al.  The  vess el w a s  a c t u ally m oving
t h ro u g h  t h e  w a t er, a n d  t h ey  could  h a r dly co n t ain  t h e m s elves,
so  exhila r a tin g  w a s  t h e  sc e n e.

“St e a dy!” s aid  t h e  fir s t  lieu t e n a n t ,  w h e n
t h e  s hip  h a d  co m e  u p  to  h e r  int e n d e d  cou r s e.
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“St e a dy, sir,” r e p e a t e d  t h e  q u a r t e r m a s t e r
in c h a r g e  of t h e  h el m.

“St a n d  by to  s e t  t h e  s p a nk er,” a d d e d  t h e
firs t  lieu t e n a n t .   “M a n  t h e  ou t h a ul! 
Cas t  off t h e  b r ails, a n d  loose  t h e  va n gs!”

The  af t e r-g u a r d ,  w hich  is t h e  po r tion  of t h e  s hip’s
co m p a ny s t a tion e d  on  t h e  q u a r t e r-d eck, o r  a b af t  t h e
mizze n m a s t ,  ob eyed  t his  o r d er, a n d  s tood  r e a dy to
s e t  t h e  s p a nk er, w hich  is t h e  af t e r mos t  s ail.

“Walk a w ay wi th  t h e  ou t h a ul!” a n d  t h e
af t e r-g u a r d  r a n  off wi t h  t h e  ro p e,  w hich  d r e w  t h e
s ail ou t  in to  its  pl ac e  on  t h e  g aff.  “S t a n d
by t h e  s p a nk e r  s h e e t—let  it  ou t!”

“You m u s t  a t t e n d  to  you r  m ain  a n d  mizze n  tops ails
Mr. Pelh a m,” s aid  t h e  p rincipal, in a  low to n e.

“M a n  t h e  for e  a n d  m ain  b r a c e s!” s aid  t h e
exec u tive  office r;  a n d  t h e  youn g  s e a m e n  s p r a n g  to
t h ei r  s t a tions.   “Le t  go  a n d  h a ul!”

The  m ain  a n d  t h e  mizze n  tops ails  w e r e  t h us  t r i m m e d,
so  t h a t  t h ey took t h e  wind.

“Th a t  w a s  ve ry w ell do n e,  Ca p t ain  Ca r n e s ,  t hou g h
your  c r e w  n e e d  m o r e  p r a c tice.   They a r e  ve ry m u c h
excit e d,” s aid  Mr. Lowing ton.

“I do n’t  won d er, si r;  I t hink  no n e  of
t h e m  kn e w  w e  w e r e  going  ou t  of t h e  h a r bor,”
r e plied  t h e  c a p t ain.

“I a m  gla d  t h ey  e njoy it,” a d d e d  t h e  p rincipal,
“thou g h  I s ho uld  no t  h ave  left  t h e  a nc ho r a g e,
exc e p t  a s  a  s u bs ti t u t e  for  t h e  Fou r t h  of July c el eb r a tion.”

“They will like  t his  m u c h  b e t t e r  t h a n  going
to  t h e  ci ty.”
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“I h ave  no  do u b t  on  t h a t  poin t;  a n d  las t  eve nin g,
w h e n  t hos e  s t u d e n t s  wish e d  to  r u n  a w ay, I w a s  t e m p t e d
to  p u nis h  t h ei r  disob e die nc e  by  le t ting  t h e m  go. 
The  wind  is p r e t ty  fre s h,  Ca p t ain  Ca r n e s ,  b u t  I t hink
you  m ay  s e t  t h e  to p-g allan t  s ails.”

The  c a p t ain  g ave  t h e  o rd e r  to  t h e  fir s t  lieu t e n a n t .

“Aloft, s ail-loos e r s  of t h e  top-g alla n t  s ails!”
s ho u t e d  Mr. Pelha m;  a n d  t h e  e a g e r  you n g  s al t s  d a s h e d
u p  t h e  rig gin g.   “Lay ou t!   Loos e!  
Le t  fall!  M a n  you r  s h e e t s  a n d  h alya r d s!  
S h e e t s  ho m e,  a n d  hois t  a w ay!”

The  a d di tion  of t h e  top-g alla n t  s ails  w a s  s e n sibly
fel t  by t h e  Young  Ame ric a;  a n d,  “t aking  a  bo n e
in h e r  t e e t h,” s h e  c a r e e n e d  over, a n d  d a s h e d
a w ay m e r rily on  h e r  cou r s e .

The  b a n d  pl aye d  H ail, Colu m bia,  a n d  a s  t h e  s hip  p a s s e d
t h e  for t ,  t h e  c r e w  m o u n t e d  t h e  rigging  a n d  g av e  t h r e e
c h e e r s.   The  exci t e m e n t  on  bo a r d  w a s  im m e n s e,
a n d  n ev e r  w a s  Ind e p e n d e n c e  Day m o r e  t ho ro u g hly a n d
e n t h u si a s tically e njoye d.   The  office r s  a n d  c r e w
w e r e  a t  t h e  h eig h t  of felici ty, a s  t h e  g alla n t  li t tle
s hip  bowle d  ove r  t h e  w aves,  t h r e a ding  h e r  w ay t h rou g h
t h e  ch a n n els  b e t w e e n  t h e  n u m e ro u s  islan d s  of t h e  b ay.

“Ca n’t  w e  p u t  on  a ny m o r e  s ail, Mr. Lowing ton?”
a sk e d  Ca p t ain  Ca r n e s,  a s  h e  m e t  t h e  p rincip al on  t h e
q u a r t e r-d e ck.

“Not  a t  p r e s e n t .   We a r e  m a king  ve ry good
p ro g r e s s  now.”

“The  boys  w a n t  to  s e e  all s ail on  h er.”

“The  win d  is blowing  h alf a  g al e  now,”
a d d e d  Mr. Lowing ton,  wit h  a  s mile.   “I t hink
w e  s h all b e  a bl e  to  give  t h e m  q ui t e  e no u g h  of it w h e n
w e  g e t  ou t  in to  blu e  w a t er.  I’m af r aid
you  will lose  h alf you r  c r e w  b efo re  noo n!”

100



Page 45

“Los e  t h e m ?”

“By s e a sickn e s s,  I m e a n.”

“Do you  t hink  t h ey will b e  sick,  si r?”

“I h ave  no  do u b t  of it.  M a ny of t h e m  n ev e r
s a w  t h e  oc e a n  b efo r e,  a n d  n eve r  looke d  u po n  a  s hip
till t h ey c a m e  on  bo a r d  of t h e  Young  Ame ric a.  
I do n’t  t hink  it  wo uld  b e  p r u d e n t  to  p u t  on
all s ail, u n til w e  know  w h a t  force  w e  a r e  to  h ave
to  h a n dle  t h e  s hip.”

“They do n’t  look like  b ein g  s e a sick  a t
p r e s e n t .”

“Wait  till w e  g e t  ou t  into  t h e  h e avy s e a ,”
laug h e d  t h e  p rincip al, a s  h e  w e n t  forw a r d .

At eig h t  b ells  t h e  s hip  w a s  a b r e a s t  of t h e  las t  islan d,
a n d  s h e  b e g a n  to  pi tc h  a n d  roll a  li t tl e,  t ho u g h  t h e
m otion  w a s  h a r dly p e r c e p tible,  u n til s h e  w a s  w ell
off fro m  t h e  land.   P rofesso r  Pa r a dy m e  w a s  t h e
fir s t  vic tim  of s e a sickn e s s,  a n d  t h e  boys  all lau g h e d
w h e n  t h ey s a w  t h e  wo e-b e go n e  exp r e ssion  on  t h e  fac e
of t h e  lea r n e d  m a n;  b u t  so m e  of t hos e  w ho  lau g h e d
t h e  loud e s t  w e r e  t h e  fir s t  to  b e  t ak e n  by t h e  ridiculous
m al a dy.

The  Young  Ame ric a  pi tc h e d  a n d  rolled  h e avily a s  s h e
r e c e d e d  fro m  t h e  land,  a n d  no t hing  m o r e  w a s  s aid  by
t h e  s t u d e n t s  a bo u t  p u t ti ng  on  m o r e  s ail.  The
s p r ay  b roke  ove r  t h e  bow, a n d  w a s h e d  t h e  d e cks;  b u t
m os t  of t h e  boys  e njoye d  t h e  sc e n e  a s  t h ey h a d  n eve r
e njoyed  a ny t hing  b efo r e.

“Wh a t  a r e  you  doing  h e r e ,  si r?” d e m a n d e d
Mr. Lowing ton,  a s  h e  w e n t  forw a r d,  a n d  di scove r e d
Wilton  skulking  u n d e r  t h e  lee  of t h e  for e m a s t .  
“You w e r e  told  to  s t ay  in you r  m e s s  roo m, si r!”
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“I could n’t,  sir,” w hin e d  t h e  c ulp ri t .

“You could,  a n d  you  will.”

“I w a s  s e a sick,  sir.”

“I c a n’t  h elp  i t; you  m u s t  s t ay in you r
m e s s  roo m,” a d d e d  t h e  p rincip al, s t e r nly.

“If you  pl e a s e ,  sir, I will ob ey o r d e r s  if you
will le t  m e  s t ay on  d eck,” s aid  Wilton,  h u m bly.

“No; r e t u r n  to  you r  roo m?” a n d  Wilton
w a s  co m p elled  to  ob ey.

It  w a s  a  ve ry s eve r e  p u nish m e n t  to  hi m  a n d  Mo n ro e
to  b e  oblige d  to  s t ay  in t h e  s t e e r a g e  d u ring  t h e  fi r s t
t r ip  of t h e  Young  Ame rica.

CHAPTER VII.

H EAVING THE LOG.

The  Young  Ame ric a,  u n d e r  tops ails  a n d  top-g alla n t
s ails, w a s  m a king  a bo u t  t e n  kno t s  a n  ho ur.  Afte r
p a s sing  t h e  las t  islan d  in t h e  b ay, s h e  w a s  h e a d e d
to  t h e  sou t h-e a s t ,  w hich  b ro u g h t  t h e  wind  ove r  t h e
s t a r bo a r d  q u a r t er.  The  s hip  w a s  of t h e  clipp e r
cla s s,  t ho u g h  no t  a s  s h a r p  a s  m a ny of t his  m o d el. 
I t  w a s  foun d  t h a t  h e r  s ailing  a bili ty w a s  exc ellen t ,
a n d  Mr. Lowing to n  a n d  Mr. Fluxion  exp r e s s e d  m u c h  s a tisfac tion
a t  h e r  p e rfo r m a n c e,  bo t h  in  r e s p e c t  of s p e e d  a n d  w e a t h e rly
q u ali ti es.

Whe n  t h e  s hip  left  h e r  m oo rin gs,  t h e  p rincipal h a d
no t  d e cide d  w h e r e  to  go,  o r  ho w  long  to  r e m ain  a t
s e a ,  in t e n din g  to  b e  gove r n e d  by t h e  ci rc u m s t a n c e s
of t h e  ho ur.  I t  h a d  n eve r  b e e n  his  p u r pos e  to
k e e p  h e r  a t  on e  a n c ho r a g e,  b u t  to  go  fro m  po r t  to
po r t ,  r e m ainin g  a  few d ays  o r  a  few w e eks  a t  e a c h,
a s  t h e  discipline  of t h e  s hip  a n d  t h e  p rog r e s s  of t h e
boys  in  t h ei r  s t u die s  s u g g e s t e d .   The r e  w e r e  m a ny
ele m e n t s  of s e a m a n s hip  w hich  could  no t  b e  effec tively
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p r a c tise d  w hile  t h e  s hip  lay a t  a n c hor, s uc h  a s  h e aving
t h e  log,  sou n din g  a n d  s t e e ring,  t hou g h  t h e  boys  h a d
b e e n  c a r efully ins t r uc t e d  in t h e  t h eo ry of t h e s e  op e r a tions.
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The  ins t r uc to r  in  m a t h e m a tics,  t h e  bo a t s w ain,  t h e
c a r p e n t er, a n d  t h e  s ailm ak er, a ll of w ho m  w e r e  good
s e a m e n,  w e r e  in  g r e a t  d e m a n d  a s  soon  a s  t h e  s hip  w as
u n d e r  w ay; b u t  w h e n  s h e  h a d  s e a-roo m  e no u g h,  t h e  h el m
w a s  h a n d e d  ove r  to  t h e  boys,  u n d e r  t h e  ch a r g e  of a
juvenile  q u a r t e r m a s t er.  Pe aks  s tood  by, a n d  g ave
t h e  n e c e s s a ry di r ec tions,  till t h e  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  a bl e
to  do  t h e  wo rk  t h e m s elves.

“Now, my lads,  w e  will h e ave  t h e  log,”
s aid  t h e  bo a t s w ain,  w h e n  t h e  s hip  w a s  w ell ou t  fro m
t h e  lan d.

“We know  ho w  to  do  t h a t ,” r e plied  S mit h,
on e  of t h e  q u a r t e r m a s t e r s .

“I d a r e  s ay you  do, youn g  g e n tl e m e n;  b u t  in
my  opinion,  you c a n’t  do  it.  You know how
to  w ri t e  a  p s al m,  b u t  I do n’t  b elieve  you  could
w ri t e  on e,” a d d e d  Pe aks.   “You h ave
to  le a r n  ho w  to  do  t h es e  t hin gs  by  t h e  feeling,  so
t h a t  t h ey will do  t h e m s elves,  so  to  s p e a k.   Afte r-g u a r d ,
s t a n d  by to  h a ul  in t h e  log-line.   H e r e ,  q u a r t e r m a s t er,
you  will hold  t h e  gl a s s,  a n d  t h e  office r  of t h e  d e ck
will t h row  t h e  c hip.”

“We know  all a bo u t  it,  Mr. Pe aks,” r e p e a t e d
S mit h.

“I know you  do; b u t  you c a n’t  t ell wi t hin
five  kno t s  how  fas t  t h e  s hip  is going,” laug h e d
t h e  bo a t s w ain.   “Le t’s do  it  r i gh t
a  few tim e s,  a n d  t h e n  you  c a n  b e  t r u s t e d.”

The  q u a r t e r m a s t e r  took t h e  gl a s s,  a n d  Gordon,  t h e n
office r  of t h e  w a tc h ,  t h e  chip,  w hich  h e  c a s t  in to
t h e  w a t e r  ove r  t h e  s t e r n  of t h e  s hip.

“Tur n!” s aid  h e ,  w h e n  t h e  s t r ay  line  h a d
r u n  ou t .
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N ow, S mit h,  a t  t his  p a r ticula r  m o m e n t,  w a s  w a t c hing
a  vess el ove r  t h e  q u a r t er, a n d  h e  did  no t  ins t a n tly
t u r n  t h e  gl a s s,  a s  h e  s ho uld  h ave  do n e;  b u t  Pe aks
s aid  no t hing.

“Up!” c ri e d  t h e  q u a r t e r m a s t er, w h e n  t h e
s a n d  h a d  all r u n  t h rou g h  t h e  gl a s s .

Gor don  s top p e d  t h e  r e el fro m  w hich  t h e  line  w a s  r u n ning
ou t,  a n d  no t e d  t h e  m a rk.

“S eve n  kno t s,” s aid  h e .

“Not  ri gh t ,” r e plied  t h e  bo a t s w ain,  s h a r ply. 
“This  s hip  is goin g  nin e  o r  t e n  kno t s  a n  ho ur,
a n d  a ny m a n  w ho  h a s  s n uffed  s al t  w a t e r  for  six m o n t h s
could  g u e s s  n e a r e r  t h a n  you  m a k e  it.   N ow  t ry it
onc e  a g ain,  a n d  if you  do n’t hi t  n e a r e r  t h a n
t h a t  n ext  t im e,  you  m ay  a s  w ell t h ro w  t h e  r e el  ove r bo a r d,
a n d  hi r e  a  Yanke e  to  g u e s s  t h e  r a t e  of s ailing.”

“I t hou g h t  w e  kn e w  all a bo u t  i t,” a d d e d
S mit h.

“I t hink  you  do, youn g  g e n tle m e n;  b u t  you  w e r e
s t a r-g azing  w h e n  you  ou g h t  to  h av e  b e e n  all a t t e n tion.  
The  line  r a n  ou t  t wo  o r  t h r e e  kno t s  b efo r e  you  t u r n e d
t h e  gl a s s.”

Gor don  took t h e  chip  a g ain.   I t  w a s  a  t hin  piec e
of bo a r d,  in t h e  for m  of a  q u a r t e r  ci rcle.   The
ro u n d  side  w a s  load e d  wi th  jus t  le a d  e no u g h  to  m a k e
it  floa t  u p righ t  in t h e  w a t er.  The  log-line  w a s
fas t e n e d  to  t h e  c hip,  jus t  u s  a  boy loops  a  ki t e ,
t wo  s t rin gs  b ein g  a t t ac h e d  a t  e a c h  e n d  of t h e  ci rc ul a r
side,  w hile  t h e  on e  a t  t h e  a n gle  is ti e d  to  a  p e g ,
w hich  is ins e r t e d  in a  hole,  jus t  h a r d  e no u g h  to  ke e p
it  in plac e ,  w hile  t h e r e  is no  ex t r a  s t r ain  on  t h e
bo a r d ,  b u t  w hich  c a n  b e  d r a w n  ou t  wi th  a  s m a r t  p ull. 
Whe n  t h e  log-line  h a s  r u n  ou t  a s  fa r  a s  d e si r e d ,  t h e r e
wo uld  b e  so m e  difficul ty in h a uling  in  t h e  chip  w hile
it  w a s  u p righ t  in t h e  w a t e r ;  b u t  a  s u d d e n  je rk  d r a w s
t h e  p e g  a t  t h e  a n gle,  a n d  p e r mit s  t h e  bo a r d  to  lie
fla t ,  in w hich  posi tion  t h e  w a t e r  offe r s  t h e  lea s t
r e si s t a n c e  to  it s  p a s s a g e.
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The  h alf-min u t e  gla s s  u s e d  on  bo a r d  t h e  Young  America,
h eld  by  t h e  q u a r t e r m a s t er, w a s  like  a n  ho u r  gl a s s,
a n d  con t ain e d  jus t  s a n d  e no u g h  to  p a s s  t h ro u g h  t h e
hole  in t h e  n e ck  in t hi r ty s e con d s.   The  log-line
w a s  on e  h u n d r e d  a n d  fifty fa tho m s  in leng t h,  a n d  w a s
wo u n d  on  a  r e el, w hich  t u r n e d  ve ry e a sily, so  t h a t
t h e  r e sis t a nc e  of t h e  c hip  to  t h e  w a t e r  would  u n win d
it.  The  log-line  is divide d  in to  c e r t ain  s p ac e s
c alle d  kno ts ,  t h e  len g t h  of e a c h  of w hich  is t h e  s a m e
frac tion al  p a r t  of a  mile  t h a t  a  h alf min u t e  is of
a n  ho ur.  If t h e r e  b e  sixty-on e  h u n d r e d  a n d  t w e n ty
fee t  in a  n a u tical mile,  o r  t h e  sixtie t h  p a r t  of a
d e g r e e  of a  g r e a t  ci rcle,  w hich  is no t  fa r  fro m  a cc u r a t e,
a n d  t h e  s hip  b e  going  t e n  kno t s  a n  ho ur, s h e  will
r u n  sixty-on e  t hous a n d  t wo  h u n d r e d  fee t  in  a n  ho ur. 
If t h e  chip  w e r e  t h row n  ove r bo a r d  a t  eigh t  o’clock,
a n d  t h e  line  w e r e  long  e no u g h,  t h e  s hip  wo uld  h ave
r u n  ou t  sixty-on e  t hous a n d  t wo  h u n d r e d  fee t,  o r  t e n
miles,  a t  nin e  o’clock, o r  in on e  ho ur. 
In  on e  min u t e  s h e  wo uld  r u n  on e  sixtie t h  of sixty-on e
t hous a n d  t wo  h u n d r e d  fee t,  w hich  is t e n  h u n d r e d  a n d
t w e n ty fee t ;  in h alf a  mi n u t e ,  five h u n d r e d  a n d  t e n
fee t.

The  h alf-min u t e  gla s s  is t h e  m e a s u r e  of ti m e  g e n e r ally
u s e d  in h e aving  t h e  log.   While  t h e  s a n d  is d ro p pin g
t h ro u g h,  t h e  line  r u n s  ou t  five h u n d r e d  a n d  t e n  fee t ,
t h e  s hip  going  t e n  kno t s  a n  ho u r  b ein g  t h e  b a si s  of
t h e  c alcula tion.   On e  kno t,  t h e r efo r e,  will b e
fifty-on e  fee t .   If t h e  line  p ays  ou t  five  h u n d r e d
a n d  t e n  fee t  in t hi r ty  s econ ds,  by  t h e  gl a s s,  t h e
s hip  is going  t e n  kno t s  a n  ho ur.  If it p ays  ou t
fou r  h u n d r e d  a n d  eig h t  fee t  in h alf a  mi n u t e,  o r  eigh t
h u n d r e d  a n d  sixte e n  fee t  in a  mi n u t e,  s h e  will p ay
ou t  a  mile  in a s  m a ny mi n u t e s  a s  eig h t  h u n d r e d  a n d
sixt e e n  fee t  is con t ain e d  in sixty-on e  h u n d r e d  a n d
t w e n ty fee t ,  w hich  is s eve n  a n d  a  h alf min u t e s .  
The n  t h e  s hip  go e s  a  mile  in s eve n  a n d  a  h alf min u t e s ,
o r  eig h t  miles  a n  ho ur.

A kno t  on  t h e  log-line  is t h e r efo r e  inva ri a bly fifty-on e
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fee t;  a n d  t h e  n u m b e r  of kno t s  of t h e  line  r u n  ou t
in h alf a  min u t e  indic a t e s  al so  t h e  s hip’s s p e e d
p e r  ho ur, for  fifty-on e  fee t  is t h e  s a m e  p a r t  of a
n a u tical mile  t h a t  h alf a  min u t e  is of a n  ho ur. 
The  c alcula tions  a r e  give n  wi thou t  allow a nc e s,  m e r ely
to  s how  t h e  p rinciple; a n d  bo t h  t h e  gl a s s  a n d  t h e
line  a r e  m o dified  in p r a c tice.

On  bo a r d  t h e  Young  Ame ric a,  t e n  fa tho m s  w e r e  allow e d
for  “s t r ay line;” t his  len g t h  of line
b ein g  p e r mi t t e d  to  r u n  ou t  b efo re  t h e  m e a s u ring  co m m e n c e d,
in o r d e r  to  g e t  t h e  chip  cle a r  of t h e e  e d die s  in t h e
w ak e  of t h e  s hip.   The  t e n  fa t ho m s  w e r e  indica t e d
by a  w hi t e  r a g ,  d r a w n  t h ro u g h  t h e  line; a n d  w h e n  t h e
office r  p aying  ou t  co m e s  to  t his  m a rk,  h e  o r d e r s  t h e
q u a r t e r m a s t e r  to  t u r n  t h e  gl a s s ,  a n d  t h e  op e r a tion
a c t u ally b e gins.   At ev e ry fifty-on e  fee t  (o r
for ty-s eve n  a n d  six t e n t h s,  m a king  t h e  allow a n c e s)
t h e r e  is a  m a r k—a  bi t  of le a t h er, o r  t wo
or  m o r e  kno ts.   The  ins t a n t  t h e  s a n d s  h ave  all
r u n  t h ro u g h  t h e  gl a s s,  t h e  q u a r t e r m a s t e r  s ays,  “Up,”
a n d  t h e  office r  no t e s  t h e  m a r k  to  w hich  t h e  line  h a s
r u n  ou t .   H alf a n d  q u a r t e r  kno t s  a r e  indic a t e d
on  t h e  line.
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“Now, q u a r t e r m a s t er, min d  you r  eye.   Wh e n
t h e  office r  of t h e  d eck  s ays,  ‘Turn,’
you  r e p e a t  t h e  wo r d  af t e r  hi m,  to  s how  t h a t  you  a r e
alive,” con tinu e d  Pe aks.

“Re a dy!” s aid  Gordo n.

“Re a dy!” r e plied  S mi th.

The  lieu t e n a n t  t h r e w  t h e  c hip  in to  t h e  w a t er, a n d
w h e n  t h e  s t r ay  line  h a d  r u n  off, h e  g av e  t h e  wor d
to  t u r n  t h e  gl as s.

“Tur n!” r e p e a t e d  S mit h.

Gor don  e a s e d  off t h e  log-line,  so  t h a t  no t hing  s hould
p r eve n t  it  fro m  r u n ning  e a sily.

“Up!” s ho u t e d  S mi th;  a n d  Gordon  s to p p e d
t h e  line.

“Very w ell,” a d d e d  Pe aks.   “Wh a t’s
t h e  m a r k?”

“Ten  a n d  a  q u a r t er,” r e plied  t h e  officer.

“Th a t  sou n d s  m o r e  like  i t.  I kn e w  t his
s hip  w a s  going  m o r e  t h a n  s eve n  kno t s.   You s e e ,
youn g  g e n tl e m e n,  you  c a n’t  c a t c h  flies  a n d  t e n d
t h e  log-line  a t  t h e  s a m e  ti m e.   N ow, you m ay  t ry
it  ove r  a g ain.”

The  exp e rim e n t  w a s  r e p e a t e d ,  wi th  t h e  s a m e  r e s ul t .  
Ot h e r  office r s  a n d  s e a m e n  w e r e  c alled  to  t h e  q u a r t e r-d e ck,
a n d  t h e  t r aining  in h e aving  t h e  log  con tin u e d,  u n til
a  r e a so n a ble  d e g r e e  of p roficiency w a s  a t t ain e d.

“Lan d  ho!” c ri e d  t h e  lookou t  on  t h e  to p-g allan t
for ec a s tl e,  a t  a bo u t  eleve n  o’clock in  t h e  for e noon.

“Wh e r e  a w ay?” c alled  t h e  office r  of t h e
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d eck.

“De a d  a h e a d,  sir.”

“Wh a t  is t h a t  land,  Mr. Lowing ton?” a sk e d
Pa ul Kend all.

“Don’t you  know?”

“I’m s u r e  I don’t.”

“The n  you  s hould  s t u dy you r  m a p  m o r e .   Look
a t  t h e  co m p a s s ,  a n d  t ell m e  how  s h e  h e a d s.”

“Sou t h-e a s t ,  sir,” r e plied  Pa ul, af t e r
looking  in to  t h e  binn a cle.

“Now, w h a t  lan d  lies  sou t h-e a s t  of Brockw ay
H a r bo r?” a sk e d  t h e  p rincip al.

“Ca p e  Cod, I t hink.”

“You a r e  rig h t;  t h e n  t h a t  m u s t  b e  Ca p e  Cod.”

“Is it,  r e ally?”

“Ce r t ainly it is,” laug h e d  Mr. Lowing ton.  
“H ave  you  no  fai th  in you r  m a p?”

“I did n’t t hink  w e  could  b e  a nyw h e r e  n e a r
Ca p e  Cod.   I t ho u g h t  it  w a s  fa r t h e r  off,”
a d d e d  Pa ul, w ho  s e e m e d  to  b e  a m az e d  to  t hink  t h ey h a d
a c t u ally c ross e d  M a s s ac h u s e t t s  Bay.

“The  land  you  s e e  is Ra c e  Point ,  w hich  is a bo u t
for ty mile s  fro m  t h e  e n t r a nc e  to  t h e  b ay, a t  t h e  h e a d
of w hich  Brockw ay is loc a t e d.   We h ave  b e e n  m a king
a bo u t  t e n  kno t s  a n  ho ur, a n d  ou r  c alcula tions  s e e m
to  b e  ve ry a cc u r a t e .   By on e  o’clock w e
s h all co m e  to  a nc ho r  in P rovinc e tow n  H a r bor.”

This  p r e dic tion  w a s  fully ve rified,  a n d  t h e  Young
Ame rica  w a s  m oo r e d  off t h e  tow n.   Thos e  w ho  h a d
b e e n  s e a sick  r e cove r e d  a s  soon  a s  t h e  m o tion  of t h e
s hip  ce a s e d;  a n d  w h e n  eve ry t hing  aloft  a n d  on  d e ck
h a d  b e e n  m a d e  s n u g,  t h e  c r e w  w e r e  pip e d  to  din n er.
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In  t h e  af t e r noon,  p a r t  of t h e  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  p e r mi t t e d
to  go  on  s ho r e;  t h e  b a n d  pl aye d,  a n d  s eve r al  bo a t-r a c e s
took pl ac e ,  ve ry m u c h  to  t h e  d eligh t  of t h e  p eo ple
on  s ho r e ,  a s  w ell a s  t hos e  on  bo a r d .   At six o’clock
t h e  s hip  w a s  op e n e d  for  t h e  r e c e p tion  of visito r s,
w ho  c a m e  off in la r g e  n u m b e r s  to  ins p ec t  t h e  vess el. 
Afte r  d a rk  t h e r e  w a s  a  b rillian t  di spl ay of fir ewo rks,
a n d  t h e  Young  Ame rica  bl aze d  wi th  blu e-ligh ts  a n d
Ro m a n  c a n dle s,  s e t  off by  boys  on  t h e  c ro ss-t r e e s,
a n d  a t  t h e  ya r d-a r m s .   At t e n  t h e  fes tivi ti es
clos e d,  a n d  all w a s  s till in t h e  s t e e r a g e  a n d  on  d eck.
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The  n ext  m o r ning,  t h e  s hip  go t  u n d e r  w ay, a n d  s tood
ou t  of t h e  h a r bor, bo u n d  for  Brockw ay a g ain.  
S h e  h a d  a  ligh t  b r e ez e,  a n d  a  s m oot h  tim e,  a n d  t h e
boys  h a d  t h e  s a tisfac tion  of s e eing  ev e ry r a g  of c a nvas
s p r e a d,  including  s t u d ding-s ails  alow a n d  aloft; b u t
it  w a s  no t  t ill af t e r  d a rk  t h a t  t h e  s hip  c a m e  to  a nc ho r
a t  h e r  for m e r  m oo rings.

Wilton  a n d  Mon ro e  w e r e  r el e a s e d  fro m  confine m e n t  in
t h e  m o r ning,  a n d  p e r mi t t e d  to  go  on  d e ck.   Wh a t eve r
t h ei r  s hip m a t e s  mig h t  h ave  s aid,  t h ey  fel t  t h a t  t h ey
h a d  b e e n  s eve r ely p u nis h e d,  e s p e cially a s  t h ey h a d
failed  in t h ei r  r u n a w ay exp e di tion.   Wilton  did
no t  feel a ny m o r e  kindly tow a r d s  S h uffles  w h e n  h e
w a s  r el e a s e d  t h a n  w h e n  h e  h a d  b e e n  o r d e r e d  to  hi s  roo m. 
H e  fel t  t h a t  his  la t e  c ro ny h a d  b e e n  a  t r ai tor, a n d
h e  w a s  u n a ble  to  t ak e  a ny hig h e r  view of t h e  ci rc u m s t a nc e s .

“Wilton,” s aid  Mr. Lowing to n,  w h e n  h e
m e t  t h e  r u n a w ay on  d e ck, t h e  d ay af t e r  t h e  Fou r t h,
“I told  you t h a t  you h a d  m a d e  a  mis t ak e .  
Do you  b elieve  it ye t?”

“I s u p pos e  I do,  sir.”

“You s u p pos e  you  do!   Don’t you  know?”

“Yes, sir, I t hink  I did  m a k e  a  mi s t ak e,”
r e plied  Wilton,  w ho  foun d  it ve ry h a r d  to  a ck nowled g e
t h e  fac t.

“I do  no t  r efe r  to  you r  p u nish m e n t ,  w h e n  I allud e
to  t h e  cons e q u e nc e s  of you r  mis d e e d,  for  t h a t  w a s
ve ry ligh t .   You h ave  falle n  ve ry low in t h e  e s ti m a tion
of you r  s u p e rio r s.”

“Do you  m e a n  Mr. S h uffles,  si r?”

“I did  no t  m e a n  t h e  office r s  exclusively, t ho u g h
I b elieve  t h ey  h ave  a  p ro p e r  r e s p ec t  for  t h e  discipline
of t h e  s hip.”
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“I do n’t  t hink  S h uffles  n e e d  to  s ay  a nyt hing.”

“H e  h a s n’t  s aid  a ny thing.”

“H e  is wo r s e  t h a n  I a m.”

“Sh uffles  h a s  do n e  ve ry w ell, a n d  m e ri t s  t h e
a p p ro b a tion  of t h e  p rincip al a n d  t h e  ins t r uc to r s.”

“They do n’t  know  hi m  a s  w ell a s  I do,”
g rowle d  Wilton.

“They p ro b a bly know  hi m  b e t t er.  Your r e m a rks
do  no t  exhibi t  a  p rop e r  s pi ri t  tow a r d s  a n  officer. 
H e  d efe a t e d  you r  pl a n  to  e sc a p e,  b u t  h e  did  no  m o r e
t h a n  his  d u ty.  H e  would  h ave  b e e n  bla m e d,  p e r h a p s
p u nis h e d,  if h e  h a d  do n e  a ny les s.”

“I do n’t  find  a ny faul t  wi th  hi m  for  doing
his  d u ty, b u t  I do n’t like  to  b e  s n u b b e d  by
on e  w ho  is wor s e  t h a n  I a m.   If you  kn e w  w h a t  I
know, sir, you  wo uld  t u r n  hi m  ou t  of t h e  af t e r  c a bin.”

“The n  it  is for t u n a t e  for  hi m  t h a t  I do n’t
know w h a t  you  know,” r e plied  Mr. Lowing to n,
s t e r nly.  “If you  wis h  to  inju r e  hi m  in my
e s tim a tion,  you  will no t  s ucc e e d.”

“H e  is going  to  g e t  u p  a  m u tiny on e  of t h e s e
d ays.   H e  told  m e  all a bo u t  it,” con tin u e d
Wilton,  d e s p e r a t ely, w h e n  h e  foun d  t h a t  t h e  p rincip al
w a s  in no  m ood  to  lis t e n  to  his  b a ckbi ting.

“Th a t  will do,  Wilton?   I do n’t wis h
to  h e a r  a ny t hing  m o r e  a bo u t  t h a t  m a t t er.  Your
t e s ti mony a g ain s t  S h uffles,  u n d e r  p r e s e n t  ci rc u m s t a n c e s,
is no t  wo r t h  t h e  b r e a t h  you  u s e  in  u t t e rin g  it.”

“I t hou g h t  it w a s  my d u ty to  t ell you, if a ny
on e  w a s  t rying  to  g e t  u p  a  m u tiny.”
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“You did  no t  t hink  so; you a r e  t elling  m e  t his
s to ry to  r eve n g e  you r s elf a g ain s t  t h e  t hi r d  lieu t e n a n t
for  hi s  fideli ty.  Whe t h e r  t h e r e  is, o r  is no t ,
a ny t r u t h  in w h a t  you  s ay, I s h all t ak e  no  no tice  of
it.”

“It  is all t r u e ,  sir.  H e  did  s p e a k  to  m e
a bo u t  g e t ti ng  u p  a  m u tiny, locking  u p  t h e  p rofe sso r s,
t aking  t h e  s hip,  a n d  goin g  ro u n d  Ca p e  H o r n;  a n d  h e
will no t  d e ny it.”

“H e  will h av e  no  oppo r t u ni ty to  d e ny it to  m e,
for  I s h all no t  m e n tion  t h e  s u bjec t  to  hi m.   Go
to  you r  d u ty, a n d  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  you  h ave  inju r e d  you r s elf
m o r e  t h a n  S h uffles  by  t his  co u r s e .”

Wilton  h u n g  hi s  h e a d,  a n d  w e n t  forw a r d ,  ch e a t e d  of
his  r eve n g e,  a n d  disconc e r t e d  by t h e  r e b uk e  h e  h a d
r e c eived.

Mr. Lowing ton  w a s  q ui t e  willing  to  b elieve  t h a t  S h uffles
h a d  t alke d  a bo u t  a  m u tiny, w hile  h e  w a s  in  t h e  s t e e r a g e ,
b u t  t h e r e  w a s  a t  le as t  no  p r e s e n t  d a n g e r  of a n  ex t r ava g a n t
sc h e m e  b ein g  p u t  in to op e r a tion.   H e  u n d e r s tood
S h uffles  p e rfec tly; h e  kn e w  t h a t  his  hig h  office  a n d
his  a m bi tion  w e r e  his  only ince n tives  to  fidelity
in t h e  disc h a r g e  of his  d u ty; b u t  h e  h a d  fai rly won
his  posi tion,  a n d  h e  w a s  willing  to  le t  hi m  s t a n d
o r  fall by  his  ow n  m e ri t s .   H e  w a s  no t  a  youn g
m a n  of hig h  m o r al p rinciple,  a s  Paul Kend all, a n d
Gor don,  a n d  Ca r n e s  w e r e;  b u t  t h e  discipline  of t h e
s hip  w a s  ce r t ainly doing  won d e r s  for  hi m,  t ho u g h  it
mig h t  ul tim a t ely fail of i ts  e n d s .

The  s hip  c a m e  to  a n c hor, t h e  b a n d  w a s  s e n t  on  s ho r e ,
a n d  t h e  Fou r t h  of July holid ays  w e r e  e n d e d.   On
t h e  following  m o r ning  t h e  s t u dies  w e r e  r e s u m e d,  a n d
eve ry thin g  on  bo a r d  w e n t  on  a s  u s u al.  A few d ays
la t er, t h e  s hip  w e n t  on  a  c r uis e  to  t h e  e a s t w a r d,
s p e n din g  a  w e ek  in e a c h  of t h e  p rincip al po r t s  on
t h e  coa s t .   The  s t u d e n t s  soon  b e c a m e  so  a cc us to m e d
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to  t h e  m o tion  of t h e  s hip,  t h a t  no n e  of t h e m  w e r e
s e a sick a n d  t h e  r e ci t a tions  w e r e  r e g ula rly h e a r d,
w h e t h e r  t h e  Young  Ame ric a  w a s  in po r t  o r  a t  s e a .

Whe n  t h e  cold  w e a t h e r  c a m e,  s toves  w e r e  p u t  u p  in
t h e  c a bins  a n d  in t h e  s t e e r a g e ,  a n d  t h e  ro u tin e  of
t h e  s hip  w a s  no t  dis t u r b e d;  b u t  Mr. Lowing ton  d r e a d e d
t h e  ice  a n d  s now, a n d  t h e  s eve r e  w e a t h e r  of mid-win t er,
a n d  in N ove m b er, t h e  Young  Ame rica  s t a r t e d  on  a  c r uis e
to  t h e  sou t h w a r d ,  a n d  in  t h e  la t t e r  p a r t  of Dec e m b e r
s h e  w a s  in Ch e s a p e a k e  Bay.  In  M a r c h  s h e  r e t u r n e d
to  Brockw ay.  By t his  ti m e  t h e  c r e w  w e r e  all t ho rou g h
s e a m e n,  a n d  h a d  m a d e  exc ellen t  p rog r e s s  in  t h ei r  s t u die s.  
Mr. Lowing ton  w a s  e n ti r ely s a tisfied  wi th  t h e  s ucc e s s
of his  exp e ri m e n t ,  a n d  w a s  r e solved  to  p e r s eve r e  in
it.

The  boys  w e r e  in s pl e n did  discipline,  a n d  t h e r e  h a d
no t  b e e n  a  c a s e  of s e rious  illne ss  on  bo a r d  d u rin g
t h e  year.  Beside s  t h e  six ho u r s  of s t u dy a n d
r e ci t a tion  r e q ui r e d  of t h e  p u pils  p e r  d ay, t h ey  w e r e
all t r ain e d  in gy m n a s tics  by  Dr. Wins tock, t h e  s u r g e o n,
w ho  h a d  a  sys t e m  of his  ow n,  a n d  w a s  a n  e n t h u si as t
on  t h e  s u bjec t .   This  exe rcise,  wi th  t h e  o r din a ry
s hip’s d u ty, ke p t  t h e m  in exc ellen t  p hysic al
con di tion; a n d  w hile  t h ei r  b row n  face s  a n d  ro sy ch e eks
indica t e d  a  h e al thy s t a t e  of t h e  body, t h ei r  for m s
w e r e  finely d evelop e d,  a n d  t h ei r  m u s cle s  sci en tifically
t r ain e d.
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Gre ek  a n d  La tin,  Ge r m a n  a n d  F r e nc h,  wi t h  t h e  o r din a ry
E n glish  b r a n c h e s  p u r s u e d  in  high  sc hools  a n d  a c a d e mie s,
w e r e  t a u g h t  on  bo a r d,  a n d  t h e  ins t r uc to r s  w e r e  s a tisfied
t h a t  t h e  boys  a cco m plish e d  t wice  a s  m u c h  a s  w a s  o r din a rily
do n e  in si mila r  ins ti t u tions  on  s ho r e,  a n d  wi thou t
inju ry to  t h e  s t u d e n t s .   Eve ry thin g  w a s  do n e  by
r ule,  a n d  no t hing  w a s  left  to  t h e  w hi m s  a n d  c a p ric e s
of t e a c h e r s  a n d  s chola r s .   Jus t  so  m u c h  s t u dy w a s
do n e  eve ry  d ay, a n d  no  m o r e .   The r e  w a s  no  si t ting
u p  nigh t s;  t h e r e  w e r e  no  b alls  a n d  p a r ti e s,  t h e a t r e s
a n d  conc e r t s ,  to  in t e rfe r e  wit h  t h e  work; no  la t e
s u p p e r s  of e s c allop e d  oys t e r s  a n d  lobs t e r  s al a ds  to
b e  e a t e n .   Boys w ho  h a d  b a d  h a bi t s  w e r e  w a tc h e d,
a n d  inju rious  t e n d e n cies  co r r e c t e d .

But  t h e  s t u d e n t s  e njoye d  t h ei r  life  on  s hipbo a r d.  
As t h e  vess el  w e n t  fro m  po r t  to  po r t ,  n e w  sc e n e s  w e r e
op e n e d  to  t h e m.   Thos e  w ho  could  b e  t r u s t e d  w e r e
allow e d  to  go  on  s ho r e  in  t h ei r  off-tim e;  a n d  a s  all
t h ei r  p rivileg e s  d e p e n d e d  u po n  t h ei r  good  con d uc t ,
t h ey  w e r e  ve ry c a r eful to  do  t h ei r  d u ty, bo t h  a s  s t u d e n t s
a n d  a s  s e a m e n,  ch e e rfully a n d  faithfully.

The  Young  Ame ric a  d ro p p e d  h e r  a n c ho r  in Brockw ay H a r bo r
on  t h e  5 t h  of M a rc h,  on  h e r  r e t u r n  fro m  h e r  sou t h e r n
c r uis e.   The  fir s t  t e r m  of t h e  s eco n d  ye a r  w a s
to  co m m e n c e  on  t h e  1 s t  of April, a n d  it w a s  u n d e r s tood
t h a t  t h e  s hip  wo uld  s ail for  E u rop e  on  t h e  las t  d ay
of M a r c h.   The  vess el n e e d e d  so m e  r e p ai r s ,  a n d
all t h e  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  allow e d  a  fu rloug h  of t w e n ty
d ays  to  visit  t h ei r  ho m e s.

S eve r al  of t h e  la r g e r  boys,  including  Ca r n e s ,  h a d
ob t ain e d  pl ac e s  in t h e  n avy, a n d  w e r e  no t  to  r e t u r n.  
Two o r  t h r e e  w e r e  to  e n t e r  colleg e  in t h e  s u m m er,
a n d  a  few w e r e  to  go  in to  m e r c a n tile  ho us e s;  b u t  t h e s e
vac a ncie s  wo uld  b e  m o r e  t h a n  filled  by t h e  a p plic a n t s
w ho  h a d  b e e n  w ai ting  m o n t h s  for  a n  oppo r t u ni ty to
join t h e  s hip.

Afte r  t h e  d e p a r t u r e  of t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  t h e  Young  Ame ric a
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w a s  docke d,  a n d  t h e  n ec e s s a ry r e p ai r s  m a d e  u po n  h er. 
S h e  w a s  t ho ro u g hly cle a ns e d  a n d  p ain t e d ,  a n d  c a m e
ou t  a s  good  a s  n ew.  Before  t h e  r e t u r n  of t h e  boys,
h e r  p rovisions,  w a t er, a n d  s to r e s ,  w e r e  t ak e n  on  bo a r d ,
a n d  all t h e  p r e p a r a t ions  m a d e  for  a  for eign  voya g e.  
On  t h e  2 5 t h  of t h e  m o n t h  s h e  w as  a n c ho r e d  a g ain  a t
h e r  old  m oo rings ,  a n d  in t h e  cou r s e  of t h e  n ex t  t wo
d ays  all t h e  ins t r uc to r s  a n d  p u pils  w e r e  in  t h ei r  pl ac e s.  
The r e  w e r e  el eve n  n e w  boys.

“Youn g  g e n tle m e n,” s aid  Mr. Lowing ton,
a s  h e  m o u n t e d  his  u s u al  r o s t r u m,  “I a m  h a p py
to  s e e  you  a g ain,  a n d  to  w elco m e  you  on  bo a r d .  
Ou r  exp e ri e nc e  d u ring  t h e  co ming  s e a so n  will b e  m u c h
m o r e  in t e r e s ting  a n d  exciting  t h a n  t h a t  of t h e  las t
ye ar.  We s h all p roc e e d  im m e dia t ely to  E u ro p e,
a n d  all w ho  a r e  wo r t hy of t h e  p rivileg e  will h ave  a n
oppo r t u ni ty to  visit  t h e  p rincip al ci ti es  of E u ro p e—Londo n,
Pa ris,  N a ple s,  S t .  Pe t e r s b u r g.   We s h all go  u p
t h e  Bal tic  a n d  u p  t h e  M e di t e r r a n e a n,  in  t his  o r  a
s u b s e q u e n t  c r uis e,  a n d  I c a n  s afely p ro mis e  you, no t
only a n  in t e r e s ting,  b u t  a  p rofit a ble  t r ip.   In
a  ci rc ul a r  I h av e  info r m e d  you r  p a r e n t s  a n d  g u a r di a n s
of my p u r pos e s ,  a n d  you  a r e  s hip p e d  t his  ti m e  for
a  for eign  voya g e,  wit h  t h ei r  cons e n t  a n d  a p p roval.”
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This  s p e e c h  c a us e d  no  li t tl e  exci t e m e n t  a m o n g  t h e
boys,  w ho  a n ticip a t e d  a  g r e a t  d e al  fro m  t h e  s u m m e r
voyag e.   I t  w a s  no  s m all t hing  to  visi t  Londo n,
Pa ris,  a n d  S t.  Pe t e r s b u r g ,  a n d  no t  m a ny  boys  ob t ain
s uc h  a n  op po r t u ni ty.

“But,  you n g  g e n tle m e n,  I b elieve  in discipline
a n d  p rog r e s s,  a s  m o s t  of you  know.  I exp ec t  eve ry
s t u d e n t  to  do  his  w hole  d u ty; a n d  I wis h  to  t ell you
now, t h a t  miscon d uc t,  a n d  failu r e s  a t  r e ci t a tion,  will
b ring  h e avy dis a p poin t m e n t s  u po n  you.  If you
do  no t hin g  for  you r s elves,  you  n e e d  exp e c t  no t hin g
fro m  m e.   For  exa m ple,  w h e n  t h e  s hip  is going  u p
t h e  Tha m e s,  if a ny on e  of you, o r  a ny n u m b e r  of you,
s ho uld  b e  g uil ty of flag r a n t  miscon d u c t ,  o r  g ro ss
n e glec t  of you r  s t u die s,  you  will s e e  no  m o r e  of t h e
ci ty of Londo n  t h a n  you c a n  s e e  fro m  t h e  c ros s-t r e e s,
for  you  s h all no t  p u t  a  foot  on  s ho r e.”

“Ra t h e r  s t e e p,” w hisp e r e d  on e  of t h e  n e w
co m e r s .

“Th a t’s so,  b u t  h e  m e a n s  it,” r e plied
a n  old  s t u d e n t .

“We s h all b e  a t  s e a ,  ou t  of sigh t  of lan d,  for
t w e n ty o r  t hi r ty d ays,” con tin u e d  Mr. Lowing to n.  
“We s h all e ncou n t e r  s to r m s  a n d  b a d  w e a t h er,
s uc h  a s  no n e  of you  h ave  eve r  s e e n;  for  in going  fro m
po r t  to  po r t ,  la s t  s e a so n,  w e  w e r e  e n a bled  to  avoid
all s eve r e  w e a t h er.  We s h all go  to  s e a  no w  wit h
no  h a r bo r  b efo r e  u s  till w e  r e a c h  t h e  o t h e r  sid e  of
t h e  Atlan tic, a n d  w e  m u s t  t ak e  w h a t eve r  co m e s.  
Bu t  t h e  s hip  is a s  s t ro n g  a s  a  s hip  c a n  b e  b uil t,
a n d  wi t h  good  m a n a g e m e n t  s h e  wo uld  s t a n d  a ny g al e
t h a t  eve r  blew.  Good  m a n a g e m e n t  includ es  good
discipline,  a n d  eve ry  office r  a n d  s e a m a n  m u s t  b e  fai t hful
in  t h e  disc h a r g e  of his  d u ty, for  t h e  s afe ty of t h e
s hip  a n d  all on  bo a r d  of h e r  will d e p e n d  u po n  t h e
fidelity of e a c h  individu al.
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“Youn g  g e n tle m e n,  t h e r e  a r e  eleve n  n e w  sc hola r s :  
t h ey  m u s t  t ak e  t h e  vac a n t  b e r t h s  af t e r  t h e  s hip’s
co m p a ny is o r g a nize d  on  t h e  old  pl a n.   The  office s
will b e  give n  ou t  a n d  t h e  b e r t h s  d r a w n  by t h e  m e ri t
r oll for  Jan u a ry, Feb r u a ry, a n d  a  po r tion  of M a r c h—only
a bo u t  nin e  w e eks  of t e r m  ti m e.”

S h uffles,  w ho  s tood  n e a r  t h e  p rincipal, looke d  ve ry
m u c h  disconc e r t e d  w h e n  t hi s  a n no u nc e m e n t  w a s  m a d e,
a n d  w hisp e r e d  to  Pa ul Kend all t h a t  it  w a s  no t  fai r
to  dis t ribu t e  t h e  office s  by las t  ye a r’s r e co r d.  
While  t h e  Young  Ame rica  w a s  lying  a t  a n c ho r  in Ch es a p e ak e
Bay, in Dece m b er, S h uffles,  t h e n  s eco n d  lieu t e n a n t ,
h a d  r e c eived  a  le t t e r  fro m  his  m o t h er, in w hich  s h e
h a d  info r m e d  hi m  t h a t  his  fa mily wo uld  visi t  E u rop e
in t h e  following  s p rin g,  a n d  t h a t  h e  wo uld  leave  t h e
s hip,  a n d  for m  on e  of t h e  p a r ty.  This infor m a tion
h a d  c a u s e d  hi m  to  r el ax hi s  effo r t s  a s  a  s t u d e n t ,
a n d  h e  h a d  fallen  ve ry low in r a nk.   This  w a s  t h e
r e a son  w hy t h e  p ropos e d  dis t rib u tion  of office s  w a s
no t  fair.

Whe n  S h uffles  w e n t  ho m e  on  hi s  fu rloug h  of t w e n ty
d ays,  h e  h a d  b e h av e d  so  b a dly t h a t  hi s  fa t h e r  r efu s e d
to  h ave  hi m  for m  on e  of t h e  p a r ty in t h e  t r ip  a b ro a d,
a n d  co m p elle d  hi m  to  r e t u r n  to  t h e  s hip  for  a no t h e r
ye a r  of w hole so m e  discipline  u n d e r  Mr. Lowing to n.  
Angry a n d  indign a n t ,  S h uffles  did  r e t u r n  a n d  t h e  a n no u n c e m e n t
t h a t  t h e  offices  w e r e  to  b e  dis t r ibu t e d  by  t h e  m e ri t
r oll did  no t  a d d  to  his  e q u a ni mity.
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“I will now  r e a d  t h e  r e co r d  of m a r ks,”
s aid  t h e  p rincip al, “a n d  a n no u nc e  t h e  office r s
for  t h e  n ex t  t e r m.”

The  boys  w e r e  silen t  a n d  a nxious; for  pl ac e s  in t h e
af t e r  c a bin  w e r e  m o r e  hig hly value d  t h a n  ever, now
t h a t  t h e  Young  Ame ric a  w a s  going  to  E u rop e.

CHAPTER VIII.

OUTWARD B O U N D.
Mr. Lowing ton  r e a d  t h e  m e ri t  r oll, a n no u ncing  t h e
office r s  a s  h e  p roc e e d e d.   The  occu p a n t s  of t h e
af t e r  c a bin,  w ho  w e r e  a p poin t e d  for  t h e  s ucc e e ding
t h r e e  m o n t h s ,  d u ring  w hich  ti m e  t h e  s hip  c ro ss e d  t h e
Atlan tic, a n d  visi t e d  va rious  E u ro p e a n  po r t s ,  w e r e
a s  follows:—

CHARLES GORDON,    Captain.
Jose p h  H av e n,       Firs t  Lie u t e nan t .
Pa ul Kend all,      S e co n d      “
S a m u el Good win,    T hird       “
Augus t u s  Pelha m,    Four th      “
Willia m  Fos t er,    Firs t  M a s t er.
H e n ry M a r tyn,       S e co n d   “
Tho m a s  Ellis,      T hird    “
Jose p h  Le avit t ,     Four th   “
Jose p h  O. Rog e r s ,   Firs t  Purs er.
E d w a r d  M u r r ay,     S e co n d   “
Geor g e  W. Ter rill, Firs t  Mi ds hip m a n.
John  H u m p h r eys,     S e co n d      “
M a rk  Robinson,      T hird       “
Andr e w  Groo m,       Fourth      “
The  s t u d e n t s  m e n tion e d  in t h e  lis t  m a d e  t h e  r e q ui r e d
p ro mis e  to  b e h ave  t h e m s elves  like  g e n tl e m e n,  a n d  fai thfully
disch a r g e  t h e  d u tie s  of t h ei r  s eve r al  office s,  a n d
w e r e  d uly ins t alle d  in  t h ei r  n e w  posi tions  in t h e
af t e r  c a bin.   Mos t  of t h e m  h a d  b e e n  office r s  b efo r e,
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b u t  all of t h e m  w e r e  hig h e r  in  r a nk  t h a n  a t  a ny for m e r
p e riod.   Rich a r d  Ca r n e s  h a d  b e e n  c a p t ain  fou r
t e r m s ,  for  no  on e  could  g e t  a h e a d  of hi m.

The  n e w  c a p t ain  h a d  b e e n  fir s t  lieu t e n a n t ,  d u ring
t h e  p r e c e ding  ye ar, t h r e e  t e r m s  ou t  of four, a n d  w a s
c e r t ainly t h e  b e s t  q u alified  s t u d e n t  on  bo a r d  for
t h e  co m m a n d.   H e  w a s  a  you n g  m a n  of hig h  m o r al
ai m s,  wi th  m u c h  dig ni ty of c h a r a c t e r  a n d  e n e r gy of
p u r pos e.

The  office r s  w e n t  to  t h e  af t e r  c a bin,  p u t  on  t h ei r
u nifor m s,  a n d  a s s u m e d  t h ei r  p ro p e r  plac e s.   The
c hoice  of b e r t h s  in  t h e  s t e e r a g e  p roc e e d e d  a s  u s u al,
a c co r din g  to  t h e  m e ri t  roll, a n d  t h e  p e t ty  offices
w e r e  given  to  t h e  high e s t  in r a nk.   The  n e w  boys
took t h e  u nocc u pie d  b e r t h s  by lot.   The  o r g a niza tion
of t h e  s hip  w a s  now  co m ple t e d ,  a n d  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w e r e
di r e c t e d  to  p u t  t h ei r  b e r t h s  a n d  locke r s  in o r d er. 
The  r e m ain d e r  of t h e  d ay w a s  fully occu pie d  in  p r e p a ring
for  t h e  voyag e.   Gre a t  q u a n ti tie s  of ice  a n d  fre s h
p rovisions  w e r e  t ak e n  on  bo a r d,  a n d  p ack e d  a w ay in
t h e  s to r e  roo m s  of t h e  hold,  a n d  all w a s  b u s tl e  a n d
confusion.

On  Thu r s d ay m o r ning  t h e  s hip  w a s  p u t  in o r d e r  a g ain.  
The  ves s el h a d  b e e n  d uly cle a r e d  a t  t h e  c us to m  ho us e,
a n d  eve ry a r ticle  r e q ui r e d  for  t h e  voyag e  h a d  b e e n
r e c eived.   The  boys  w e r e  o r d e r e d  to  p u t  on  t h ei r
b e s t  s ui t s,  a n d  a t  nin e  o’clock a  s t e a m e r  c a m e
off, h aving  on  bo a r d  a  la rg e  n u m b e r  of t h e  p a r e n t s
a n d  frien ds  of t h e  s t u d e n t s .   The  for e noon  w a s
give n  u p  to  t hi s  in t e r e s ting  occ asion.   I t  w a s
a  b e a u tiful d ay, wi t h  a  g e n tl e  b r e ez e  fro m  t h e  w e s t w a r d,
a n d  a t  t w elve  o’clock, all h a n d s  w e r e  m u s t e r e d
on  d e ck  for  r eligious  s e rvice s,  to  b e  p e rfo r m e d  by
t h e  ch a plain,  in t h e  p r e s e nc e  of t h e  frien d s  of t h e
p u pils.
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Mr. Lowing ton  w a s  a  r eligious  m a n,  a n d  t h e  posi tion
of t h e  Rev. Mr. Agn e a u,  a s  c h a plain  on  bo a r d,  w a s
by no  m e a n s  a  sin ec u r e .   S e rvice s  h a d  alw ays  b e e n
h eld  t wice  a  d ay on  S u n d ay.  At five  min u t e s  b efo re
eig h t  in  t h e  m o r ning,  a n d  a t  t h e  s a m e  ti m e  in t h e
eve ning,  p r aye r s  w e r e  s aid  on  d eck, o r  in  t h e  s t e e r a g e ,
in  t h e  p r e s e nc e  of t h e  e n t i r e  s hip’s co m p a ny. 
On  t h e  poin t  of le aving  t h e  s ho r e s  of t h e  U ni t e d  S t a t e s,
it  s e e m e d  highly a p p ro p ria t e  to  invoke  t h e  ble s sing
of God  on  t h e  voyag e  a n d  t h e  voyag e r s,  a n d  t h e  p rincip al
h a d  di r ec t e d  t h a t  t h e  s e rvice  s ho uld  b e  con d uc t e d
in t h e  p r e s e nc e  of t h e  p a r e n t s  a n d  frie n ds.

The  p r aye r  a n d  t h e  r e m a rks  of t h e  c h a plain  w e r e  ve ry
sole m n  a n d  imp r es sive,  a n d  eve n  t h e  ro u g h e s t  of t h e
s t u d e n t s  w e r e  m ove d  by t h e m.   At t h e  conclusion
of t h e  r eligious  s e rvice,  Mr. Lowing to n  a d d r e s s e d  t h e
visi to r s,  explaining  t h e  d e t ails  of his  pl a n  m o r e  fully
t h a n  h e  h a d  don e  in hi s  ci rc ul a r s,  a n d  s aying  w h a t
h e  could  to  inspi r e  t h e  p a r e n t s  wi th  confide nc e  in
r e g a r d  to  t h e  s afe ty of t h ei r  sons .   I t  n e e d  no t
b e  s aid  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  m a ny t e a r s  s h e d  on  t his  occ a sion.

At t h e  close  of t h e  s p e e c h  a  colla tion  w a s  s e rve d
to  t h e  visito r s,  in t h e  c a bins  a n d  s t e e r a g e ,  af t e r
w hich  a no t h e r  ho u r  w a s  allow e d  for  social in t e rcou r s e ;
a n d  t h e n  t h e  s hip  w a s  cle a r e d ,  t h e  visi to r s  going  on
bo a r d  t h e  s t e a m e r  a g ain,  w hich  w a s  to  a cco m p a ny t h e
Young  Ame rica  b elow t h e  ligh t ho us e .   The  boys
w e r e  s e n t  b elow to  ch a n g e  t h ei r  clo th e s  a g ain.

“All h a n d s,  u p  a nc hor, a hoy!” pip e d  t h e
bo a t s w ain; a n d  t h e  c r e w  s p r a n g  to  t h ei r  s t a tions  wi th
m o r e  t h a n  u s u al  al ac ri ty.

This  w a s  a  g r e a t e r  eve n t  t h a n  t h ey h a d  ev e r  know n
b efo r e.   The  a n c hor, w hich  w a s  now  to  b e  h a ule d
u p,  w a s  no t  to  b e  d ro p p e d  a g ain  for  a bo u t  a  m o n t h,
a n d  t h e n  in for eig n  w a t e r s .   They w e r e  going  ou t
u po n  t h e  w a s t e  of t h e  oc e a n,  to  b e  d rive n  a n d  to ss e d
by t h e  s to r m s  of t h e  Atlan tic.  They w e r e  bid ding
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fa r e w ell to  t h ei r  n a tive  lan d,  no t  a g ain  to  look u po n
its  s ho r e s  for  m a ny m o n t hs .   They w e r e  boys,  a n d
t h ey w e r e  d e e ply imp r e s s e d  by t h e  fac t .

The  c a ps t a n  w a s  m a n n e d,  a n d  t h e  c a ble  hove  u p  to  a
s ho r t  s t ay.  The  tops ails  a n d  top-g alla n t  s ails
w e r e  s e t ;  t h e n  t h e  a n c ho r  w a s  h a ule d  u p  to  t h e  h a w s e-hole,
c a t t e d  a n d  fish e d.   The  Young  Ame rica  m ove d;  s h e
wo r e  ro u n d,  a n d  h e r  long  voyag e  w a s  co m m e n c e d.  
The  cou r s e s  a n d  t h e  royals  w e r e  s e t ,  a n d  s h e  m ove d
m ajes tically dow n  t h e  b ay.  The  s t e a m e r  ke p t  clos e
by h er, a n d  s alu t a tions  by  s hou t s,  ch e e r s ,  a n d  t h e
w aving  of h a n dk e rc hiefs,  w e r e  con tinu ally in t e r c h a n g e d,
till t h e  s hip  w a s  s eve r al  miles  ou t sid e  of t h e  lowe r
ligh t .

The  s t e a m e r  w his tl ed  s eve r al  ti m e s,  to  indica t e  t h a t
s h e  w a s  a bo u t  to  r e t u r n .   All h a n d s  w e r e  t h e n
o r d e r e d  into  t h e  ri gging  of t h e  s hip; a n d  c h e e r  af t e r
c h e e r  w a s  give n  by t h e  boys,  a n d  a ck nowled g e d  by c h e e r s
on  t h e  p a r t  of t h e  g e n tle m e n,  a n d  t h e  w aving  of h a n dk e rc hiefs
by t h e  ladies.   The  s t e a m e r  c a m e  a bo u t;  t h e  m o m e n t
of p a r t ing  h a d  co m e,  a n d  s h e  w a s  h e a d e d  tow a r d s  t h e
ci ty.  So m e  of t h e  s t u d e n t s  w e p t  t h e n;  for, w h a t eve r
c h a r m s  t h e r e  w e r e  in t h e  voya g e  b efo r e  t h e m,  t h e  ti e s
of ho m e  a n d  frien ds  w e r e  s till s t ro n g.   As long
a s  t h e  s t e a m e r  could  b e  s e e n ,  sign als  con tinu e d  to
p a s s  b e t w e e n  h e r  a n d  t h e  s hip.

122



Page 55

“Ca p t ain  Gordo n,  h a s  t h e  fi r s t  m a s t e r  give n
t h e  q u a r t e r m a s t e r  t h e  cou r s e  ye t?” a sk e d  Mr.
Lowing to n,  w h e n  t h e  s t e a m e r  h a d  dis a p p e a r e d  a m o n g  t h e
islan d s  of t h e  b ay.

“No, si r;  b u t  Mr. Fluxion  told  hi m  to  m a k e  it
e a s t-no r t h-e a s t .”

“Very w ell; b u t  t h e  m a s t e r s  s ho uld  do  t hi s  d u ty,”
a d d e d  Mr. Lowing ton,  a s  h e  di r ec t e d  t h e  ins t r uc to r
in m a t h e m a tics  to  r e q ui r e  t h e  m a s t e r s,  to  w ho m  b elong e d
t h e  n aviga tion  of t h e  s hip,  to  indica t e  t h e  cou r s e .

Willia m  Fos t e r  w a s  c alled,  a n d  s e n t  in to  t h e  af t e r
c a bin  wi th  his  a s socia t e s,  to  ob t ain  t h e  n ec e s s a ry
s ailing  di r e c tions.   The  m a s t e r s  h a d  b e e n  fu r nis h e d
wi th  a  s u p ply of ch a r t s ,  w hich  t h ey h a d  s t u die d  d aily,
a s  t h ey  w e r e  ins t r uc t e d  in  t h e  t h eo ry of laying  do w n
t h e  s hip’s cou r s e .   Fos t e r  u n rolled  t h e
la rg e  c h a r t  of t h e  N o r t h  Atlan tic  Oce a n  u po n  t h e  din n e r
t a bl e,  a n d  wi th  p a r allel r ul er, p e n cil, a n d  co m p a s s es ,
p roc e e d e d  to  p e rfo r m  his  d u ty.

“We w a n t  to  go  jus t  so u t h  of Ca p e  S a ble,”
s aid  h e ,  pl acing  hi s  p e n cil poin t  on  t h a t  p a r t  of
t h e  ch a r t .

“How fa r  sou t h  of it?” a sk e d  H a r ry  M a r tyn.

“S ay t w e n ty n a u tic al miles.”

The  firs t  m a s t e r  do t t e d  t h e  poin t  t w e n ty mile s  sou t h
of C ap e  S a ble,  w hich  is t h e  sou t h e r n  poin t  of N ova
Sco ti a,  a n d  also  t h e  s hip’s posi tion,  wi th  his
p e ncil.  H e  t h e n  pl ac e d  on e  e d g e  of t h e  p a r allel
r ul e r  on  bo t h  of t h e s e  poin t s,  t h u s  con n e c ting  t h e m
wi th  a  s t r aigh t  line.

A p a r allel r ul e r  co nsis t s  of t wo  s m alle r  r ul e r s,  e a c h
a n  inch  in wid t h  a n d  a  foot  in  leng t h,  con n ec t e d  tog e t h e r
by t wo  fla t  pi ec e s  of b r a s s,  r ive t e d  in to  e a c h  r ul er,
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a c ting  a s  a  kind  of hing e.   The  p a r t s ,  w h e n  s e p a r a t e d,
a r e  alw ays  p a r allel to  e a c h  o t h er.

Fos t e r  plac e d  t h e  e d g e  of t h e  r ul e r  on  t h e  t wo  poin t s
m a d e  wi th  t h e  p e ncil, on e  indica ting  t h e  s hip’s
p r e s e n t  posi tion,  t h e  o t h e r  t h e  posi tion  s h e  w a s  to
ob t ain  af t e r  s ailing  t wo  o r  t h r e e  d ays.   P u t ting
t h e  finge r s  of his  left  h a n d  on  t h e  b r a s s  kno b  of
t h e  r ul er, by w hich  t h e  p a r t s  a r e  m ove d,  h e  p r e s s e d
dow n  a n d  h eld  it s  u p p e r  h alf, joining  t h e  t wo  poin t s,
fir mly in i t s  pl ac e .   With  t h e  fing e r s  of t h e  rig h t
h a n d  h e  m ove d  t h e  lowe r  h alf dow n,  w hich,  in i t s  t u r n,
h e  ke p t  fi rmly in pl ac e ,  w hile  h e  slipp e d  t h e  u p p e r
h alf ove r  t h e  p a p er, t h us  p r e s e rving  t h e  di r ec tion
b e t w e e n  t h e  poin t s.   By t his  p roc e s s  t h e  p a r allel
r ul e r  could  b e  m ove d  all ove r  t h e  ch a r t  wit ho u t  losing
t h e  cou r s e  fro m  on e  poin t  to  t h e  o t h er.

On  eve ry c h a r t  t h e r e  a r e  on e  o r  m o r e  di a g r a m s  of t h e
co m p a s s,  wi t h  line s  dive r ging  fro m  a  c e n t r e ,  r e p r e s e n tin g
all t h e  poin t s.   The  p a r allel r ul e r  is wo rk e d
ove r  t h e  ch a r t  to  on e  of t h e s e  di a g r a m s,  w h e r e  t h e
di r e c tion  to  w hich  it h a s  b e e n  s e t  n e a rly o r  exac tly
coincid es  wi th  on e  of t h e  lines  r e p r e s e n tin g  a  poin t
of t h e  co m p a s s .

The  firs t  m a s t e r  of t h e  Young  Americ a  wo rk e d  t h e  r ul e r
dow n  to  a  di a g r a m,  a n d  foun d  t h a t  i t coincide d  wi th
t h e  line  indica ting  e a s t  by no r t h;  o r  on e  poin t  no r t h
of e a s t .

“Th a t’s t h e  cou r s e ,” s aid  Tho m a s
Ellis, t h e  t hi rd  m a s t e r—“e as t  by
no r t h.”
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“I t hink  no t ,” a d d e d  Fos t er.  “If
w e  s t e e r  t h a t  cou r s e ,  w e  s ho uld  go  for ty o r  fifty
miles  sou t h  of Ca p e  S a ble,  a n d  t h us  r u n  m u c h  fa r t h e r
t h a n  w e  n e e d.   Wh a t  is t h e  va ria tion?”

“About  t w elve  d e g r e e s  w e s t ,” r e plie d  M a r tyn.

The  co m p a s s  do e s  no t  indic a t e  t h e  t r u e  no r t h  in all
p a r t s  of t h e  e a r t h,  t h e  n e e dle  va rying  in  t h e  N o r t h
Atlan tic  Oc e a n  fro m  t hi r ty d e g r e e s  e a s t  to  n e a rly
t hi r ty  d e g r e e s  w e s t .   The r e  is a n  ima gin a ry  line,
ex t e n ding  in  a  no r t h-w e s t e rly di r ec tion,  t h rou g h  a
poin t  in t h e  vicini ty of Ca p e  Lookou t ,  c alled  t h e
m a g n e tic  m e ridi a n,  on  w hich  t h e r e  is no  va ri a tion.  
E a s t  of t his  line  t h e  n e e dle  va rie s  to  t h e  w es tw a r d;
a n d  w e s t  of t h e  line,  to  t h e  e a s tw a r d.   Thes e
va ri a tions  of t h e  co m p a s s  a r e  m a rk e d  on  t h e  c h a r t ,
in  diffe r e n t  la ti t u d e s  a n d  longi tu d e s ,  t ho u g h  t h ey
n e e d  to  b e  occ a sion ally co r r e c t e d  by obs e rva tions,
for  t h ey  ch a n g e  sligh tly fro m  ye a r  to  year.

“Vari a tion  of t w elve  d e g r e e s,"[1] r e p e a t e d  Fos t er,
ve rifying  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  by a n  ex a min a tion  of t h e  c h a r t .  
Tha t  is e q u al  to  a bo u t  on e  poin t,  w hich,  c a r ri e d  to
t h e  w e s t w a r d  fro m  e a s t  by no r t h ,  will give  t h e  cou r s e
e a s t-no r t h-e a s t .

[Footno t e  1:   The s e  c alcula tions  a r e  m e r ely a p p roxim a t e ,
b ein g  in t e n d e d  only to  illus t r a t e  t h e  p rinciple.]

The  p roc e ss  w a s  r e p e a t e d,  a n d  t h e  s a m e  r e s ul t  b ein g
ob t ain e d,  t h e  fi r s t  m a s t e r  r e po r t e d  t h e  cou r s e  to
Mr. Fluxion, w ho  h a d  m a d e  t h e  c alcula tion  hi ms elf,
in  t h e  p rofe sso r s’ c a bin.

“Qu a r t e r m a s t er, m a k e  t h e  cou r s e  e a s t-no r t h-e a s t ,”
s aid  t h e  fi r s t  m a s t er, w h e n  his  wo rk  h a d  b e e n  d uly
a p p rove d  by t h e  ins t r uc tor.

“E as t-no r t h-e a s t ,  si r!” r e plie d  t h e  q u a r t e r m a s t er,
w ho  w a s  con nin g  t h e  w h e el—t h a t  is, h e  w a s
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w a t c hing  t h e  co m p a s s,  a n d  s e ein g  t h a t  t h e  t wo  w h e el m e n
k e p t  t h e  s hip  on  h e r  cou r s e .

The r e  w e r e  t wo  ot h e r  co m p a s s e s  on  d e ck, on e  on  t h e
q u a r t e r-d e ck, a n d  a no t h e r  forw a r d  of t h e  m ain m a s t
w hich  t h e  office r s  on  d u ty w e r e  r e q ui r e d  fre q u e n tly
to  cons ul t ,  in o r d e r  t h a t  a ny n e glige nc e  in  on e  pl ac e
mig h t  b e  discove r e d  in a no t h er.  The  af t e r  c a bin
a n d  t h e  p rofe sso r s’ c a bin  w e r e  al so  p rovide d
wi th  “t ell-t ale s,” w hich  a r e  inve r t e d  co m p a s s e s,
s u s p e n d e d  u n d e r  t h e  skyligh t s,  by w hich  t h e  office r s
a n d  ins t r uc to r s  b elow co uld  obs e rve  t h e  s hip’s
cou r s e .

The  log  indica t e d  t h a t  t h e  s hip  w a s  m a king  six kno t s
a n  ho ur, t h e  r a t e  b eing  a s c e r t ain e d  eve ry t wo  ho u r s,
a n d  e n t e r e d  on  t h e  log-sla t e ,  to  b e  u s e d  in m a king
u p  t h e  “de a d  r e ckonin g.”  The  Young
Ame rica  h a d  t ak e n  h e r  “de p a r t u r e ,” t h a t
is, lef t  t h e  las t  lan d  to  b e  s e e n,  a t  h alf p a s t  t h r e e
o’clock.  At four, w h e n  t h e  log  w a s  h e ave d,
s h e  h a d  m a d e  t h r e e  miles;  a t  six, fift e e n  miles;  a t
eig h t ,  t h e  win d  di minishing  a n d  t h e  log  indica ting
b u t  fou r  kno t s,  only eig h t  mile s  w e r e  to  b e  a d d e d  for
t h e  t wo  ho u r s’ r u n,  m a kin g  t w e n ty-t h r e e  miles
in all.  The  fir s t  s e a  d ay wo uld  e n d  a t  t w elve
o’clock on  t h e  m o r row, w h e n  t h e  log-sla t e  wo uld
indica t e  t h e  to t al  of n a u tic al mile s  t h e  s hip  h a d
r u n  af t e r  t aking  h e r  d e p a r t u r e .   This  is c alled
h e r  d e a d  r e cko ning,  w hich  m ay b e  m e a s u r e d  off on  t h e
c h a r t ,  a n d  s hould  c a r ry  t h e  vess el to  t h e  poin t  indica t e d
by t h e  obs e rv a tions  for  la ti tu d e  a n d  longi tu d e.
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The  wind  w a s  ve ry ligh t,  a n d  s t u d ding-s ails  w e r e  s e t
alow a n d  alof t.   The  s hip  only m a d e  h e r  six kno t s
a s  s h e  pi tch e d  g e n tly in t h e  long  s w ell of t h e  oc e a n.  
The  boys  w e r e  s till no min ally u n d e r  t h e  o r d e r  of “all
h a n d s  on  d e ck,” b u t  t h e r e  w a s  no t hin g  for  t h e m
to  do, wit h  t h e  exc e p tion  of t h e  w h e el m e n,  a n d  t h ey
w e r e  g azing  a t  t h e  r e c e din g  lan d  b e hin d  t h e m.  
They w e r e  t aking  t h ei r  las t  view of t h e  s ho r e s  of t h ei r
n a tive  lan d.   Doub tle s s  so m e  of t h e m  w e r e  incline d
to  b e  s e n ti m e n t al, b u t  m o s t  of t h e m  w e r e  t hinking
of t h e  ple a s a n t  sigh t s  t h ey  w e r e  to  s e e ,  a n d  t h e  exci ting
sc e n e s  in w hich  t h ey w e r e  to  e n g a g e  on  t h e  o t h e r  side
of t h e  rolling  oce a n,  a n d  w e r e  a s  jolly a s  t hou g h
e a r t h  h a d  no  so r rows  for  t h e m.

The  p rincip al a n d  t h e  p rofe sso r s  w e r e  p a cin g  t h e  q u a r t e r-d e ck,
a n d  dou b tle s s  so m e  of t h e m  w e r e  wo n d e rin g  w h e t h e r
boys  like  t h e  c r e w  of t h e  Young  Ame rica  could  b e  induc e d
to  s t u dy a n d  r e ci t e  t h ei r  les sons  a mid  t h e  exci t e m e n t
of c rossing  t h e  Atlan tic, a n d  t h e  din  of t h e  g r e a t
co m m e rcial ci ties  of t h e  old  wo rld.   The  t e a c h e r s
w e r e  e n e r g e tic  m e n,  a n d  t h ey w e r e  ho p eful, a t  le as t ,
e s p e cially a s  s t u dy a n d  discipline  w e r e  t h e  p rincip al
el e m e n t s  of t h e  voyag e,  a n d  e a c h  p u pil’s p rivileg e s
w e r e  to  d e p e n d  u po n  his  dilige nc e  a n d  his  good  b e h avior. 
I t  would  b e  al mos t  impos sible  for  a  boy w ho  w a n t e d
to  go  to  Pa ris  w hile  t h e  s hip  w a s  lying  a t  H av r e,
so  fa r  to  n e glec t  his  d u tie s  a s  to  forfei t  t h e  p rivileg e
of going.   As t h e s e  g e n tl e m e n  h ave  no t  b e e n  for m ally
in t rod u c e d,  t h e  “facul ty” of t h e  s hip
is h e r e  p r e s e n t e d:—

Rob e r t  Lowing to n,  Principal . 
Rev. Tho m a s  Agne a u,  Chaplain . 
Dr. E dw a r d  B. Wins tock, S u r g eo n .

INSTRUCTORS.

John  Pa r a dy m e,  A.M., Gre e k  and  Latin . 
Rich a r d  Mo d elle, R eading  an d  Gra m m ar . 
Ch a rl e s  C. M a p p s,  A.M., Geograp hy  an d  His tory . 
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Jam e s  E. Fluxion, M a t h e m a tics . 
Abr a h a m  Ca r boy, M.D., Ch e mis try  an d  N a t .   Phil.
Adolph  Badois,  Fre nc h  and  Ger m a n .

The s e  g e n tl e m e n  w e r e  all highly a cco m plish e d  t e a c h e r s
in t h ei r  s eve r al  d e p a r t m e n t s,  a s  t h e  p ro g r e s s  of t h e
s t u d e n t s  d u rin g  t h e  p r e c e ding  yea r  fully p rove d.  
They w e r e  in t e r e s t e d  in  t h ei r  work,  a n d  in sy m p a t hy
wi th  t h e  boys,  a s  w ell a s  wi t h  t h e  p rincip al.

I t  w a s  a  ve ry q uie t  ti m e  on  bo a r d ,  a n d  t h e  c r e w  w e r e
collec t e d  in  lit tle  g ro u ps,  g e n e r ally t alking  of t h e
sigh t s  t h ey  w e r e  to  s e e .   In  t h e  w ais t  w e r e  S h uffles,
Mo n ro e,  a n d  Wilton,  all feu ds  a m o n g  t h e m  h aving  b e e n
h e ale d.   They a p p e a r e d  to  b e  t h e  b e s t  of frien d s,
a n d  it  looke d  o minous  for  t h e  discipline  of t h e  s hip
to  s e e  t h e m  r e u ni t e d.   S h uffles  w a s  pow e rful for
good  o r  evil, a s  h e  c hos e,  a n d  Mr. Lowing ton  r e g r e t t e d
t h a t  h e  h a d  fallen  fro m  his  high  posi tion,  fea ring
t h a t  t h e  s elf-r e s p e c t  w hich  h a d  s u s t ain e d  hi m  a s  a n
office r  wo uld  d e s e r t  hi m  a s  a  s e a m a n,  a n d  p e r mit  hi m
to  fall in to  exc es s e s .
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S h uffles  w a s  m o r e  di ss a tisfied  a n d  di scon t e n t e d  t h a n
h e  h a d  eve r  b e e n  b efor e .   H e  h a d  d e si r e d  to  m a k e
t h e  tou r  of E u rop e  wit h  hi s  fa t h er, a n d  h e  w a s  so r ely
dis a p poin t e d  w h e n  d e nie d  t his  p rivileg e;  for  wi th  t h e
fa mily h e  wo uld  b e  fre e  fro m  r e s t r ain t,  a n d  fre e  fro m
h a r d  s t u dy.  Whe n  h e  los t  his  r a nk  a s  a n  officer,
h e  b e c a m e  d e s p e r a t e  a n d  r e ckles s.   To live  in
t h e  s t e e r a g e  a n d  do  s e a m a n’s d u ty  for  t h r e e  m o n t hs ,
af t e r  h e  h a d  e njoyed  t h e  luxu rie s  of a u t ho ri ty, a n d
of a  s t a t e-roo m  in t h e  af t e r  c a bin,  w e r e  in tole r a ble.  
Afte r  t h e  c a bin  office s  h a d  b e e n  dis t rib u t e d,  h e  told
Mo n ro e  t h a t  h e  in t e n d e d  to  r u n  a w ay t h a t  nigh t;  b u t
h e  h a d  foun d  no  oppo r t u ni ty to  do  so; a n d  it w a s  u nfor t u n a t e
for  hi s  s hip m a t e s  t h a t  h e  did  no t.

“This  isn’t  b a d—is it, S h uffles?”
s aid  Wilton,  a s  t h e  s hip  slowly ploug h e d  h e r  w ay t h ro u g h
t h e  billows.

“I t hink  it  is.  I h a d  m a d e  u p  my m o u t h
to  c ross  t h e  oce a n  in a  s t e a m er, a n d  live  hig h  in
London  a n d  Pa ris ,” r e plie d  S h uffles.   “I
do n’t  r elish  t his  t hin g,  now.”

“Why no t?” a sk e d  Wilton.

“I do n’t  feel a t  ho m e  h e r e .”

“I do.”

“Bec a u s e  you  n eve r  w e r e  a nyw h e r e  els e.  
I ou g h t  to  b e  c a p t ain  of t his  s hip.”

“Well, you  c a n  b e,  if you  h ave  a  mi n d  to  wo rk
for  i t,” a d d e d  Mo n ro e.

“Work for  it!  Tha t’s  pl aye d  ou t .  
I m u s t  s t ay in t h e  s t e e r a g e  t h r e e  m o n t h s ,  a t  a ny r a t e;
a n d  t h a t  w hile  t h e  b u r d e n  of t h e  fun  is going  on.  
If w e  w e r e  goin g  to  lie  in  h a r bor, o r  c r uis e  along
t h e  coa s t ,  I wo uld  go  in for  my  old  pl ac e.”
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“But  Ca r n e s  is ou t  of t h e  w ay now, a n d  you r
c h a n c e  is b e t t e r  t his  ye a r  t h a n  it  w a s  las t ,”
s u g g e s t e d  Mo n ro e.

“I know t h a t ,  b u t  I c a n’t  t hink  of s t r aining
eve ry n e rve  for  t h r e e  m o n t h s ,  t wo  of t h e m  w hile  w e
a r e  going  fro m  po r t  to  po r t  in E u ro p e.   Whe n  w e
go  a s ho r e  a t  Qu e e n s tow n,  I s h all h ave  to  w e a r  a  s ho r t
jacke t ,  ins t e a d  of t h e  frock coa t  of a n  office r;  a n d
I t hink  t h e  jacke t  would  look b e t t e r  on  so m e  youn g e r
fellow.”

“Wh a t  a r e  you  going  to  do,  S h uffles?”
a sk e d  Wilton.

“I’d r a t h e r  b e  a  king  a m o n g  hog s,  t h a n
a  hog  a m o n g  kings.”

“Wh a t  do  you  m e a n  by t h a t ?”

“No m a t t e r ;  t h e r e’s tim e  e no u g h  to  t alk
ove r  t h e s e  t hin gs.”

“Do you  m e a n  a  m u tiny?” lau g h e d  Wilton.

“H ave n’t you  forgo t t e n  t h a t?”

“No.”

“I won d e r  w h a t  Lowing ton  wo uld  s ay, if h e  kn e w
I h a d  p ro pos e d  s uc h  a  t hing,” a d d e d  S h uffles,
t hou g h tfully.

“H e  did  know  it,  a t  t h e  tim e  you c a p t u r e d  t h e
r u n a w ays,  for  I told  hi m.”

“Did you?” d e m a n d e d  S h uffles,  his  b ro w
con t r ac tin g  wit h  a n g er.

“I told  you I wo uld  t ell hi m,  a n d  I did,”
a n s w e r e d  Wilton.   “You w e r e  a  t r ai to r  to
ou r  fellows, a n d  go t  u s  in to  a  sc r a p e .”

“I w a s  a n  office r  t h e n.”
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“No m a t t e r  for  t h a t .   Do you s u p pos e ,  if
I w e r e  a n  officer, I wo uld  t h row  mys elf in you r  w ay
w h e n  you  w e r e  u p  to  a ny t hin g?”

“I do n’t  know w h e t h e r  you  wo uld  o r  no t;
b u t  I wo uld n’t  blow on  you, if you  h a d  told
m e  a ny t hing  in confide nc e.   Wh a t  did  Lowing ton
s ay?”
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“Not hing;  h e  wo uldn’t t ak e  a ny no tice
of w h a t  I s aid.”

“Th a t  w a s  s e n sible  on  his  p a r t .   On e  t hing
is c e r t ain,  Wilton:  you  c a n’t  b e  t r u s t e d .”

“You m u s t n’t  m a k e  m e  m a d,  t h e n .”

“I will ke e p  t hin gs  to  mys elf h e r e af t er,”
g rowle d  S h uffles.

“Don’t b e  s av a g e.   You s e rve d  m e  a
m e a n  t rick, a n d  I p aid  you  off for  it; so  w e  a r e  s q u a r e .”

“We will ke e p  s q u a r e  t h e n,  a n d  no t  op e n  a ny
n e w  a ccou n t s.”

“But  you  will w a n t  m e  w h e n  a ny t hin g  is u p ,”
laug h e d  Wilton.   “Wh a t  wo uld  you  do  wi thou t
m e  in g e t ting  u p  a  m u tiny?”

“Who s aid  a ny t hin g  a bo u t  a  m u tiny?”

“I know you  a r e  t hinking  ove r  so m e t hing,  a n d
you  do n’t  m e a n  to  s u b mi t  to  t h e  di scipline  of
t h e  s hip,  if you  c a n  h elp  it.”

“Well, I c a n’t  h elp  it.”

“The r e  go es  t h e  bo a t s w ain’s w his tl e,  piping
to  m u s t er,” s aid  Mo n ro e.

“Confoun d  t h e  bo a t s w ain’s w his tl e!”
g rowle d  S h uffles.   “I do n’t  like  t h e
ide a  of r u n nin g  eve ry tim e  h e  pip e s.”

Very m u c h  to  t h e  s u r p ris e  of his  co m p a nions,  S h uffles,
his  ir ri t a tion  inc r e a s e d  by t h e  con d u c t  of Wilton,
took no  no tice  of t h e  c all, a n d  w e n t  forw a r d ,  ins t e a d
of af t .   His  co m p a nions,  m o r e  wis e  a n d  p r u d e n t ,
w alke d  u p  to  t h e  h a t c h ,  w hich  Mr. Lowing to n  h a d  jus t
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m o u n t e d.

“Groo m, t ell S h uffles  to  co m e  af t ,” s aid
t h e  p rincip al to  on e  of t h e  mids hip m e n.

The  office r  ob eye d  t h e  o r d e r;  S h uffles  fla tly r efu s e d
to  go  af t .   Mr. Lowing to n  d e sc e n d e d  fro m  his  r o s t r u m
a n d  w e n t  forw a r d  to  e nforc e  ob e die nc e.   This  eve n t
c r e a t e d  a  p rofou n d  s e n s a tion  a m o n g  t h e  s t u d e n t s .

“Sh uffles,” s aid  M r  Lowing ton,  s t e r nly.

“Sir,” r e plied  t h e  m alcon t e n t ,  in a  s u rly
ton e.

“The  bo a t s w ain  pipe d  t h e  c r e w  to  m u s t er.”

“I h e a r d  hi m.”

“You did  no t  ob ey t h e  c all.  I s e n t  for
you, a n d  you  r efus e d  to  co m e.”

“I do n’t  t hink  I ou g h t  to  ob ey t h e  bo a t s w ain’s
c all.”

“M ay I a s k  w hy no t?”

“I’ve b e e n  a n  office r  t h r e e  t e r m s,  a n d
I s hould  b e  no w  if w e  h a d  h a d  fai r  pl ay,” g ro wle d
S h uffles.

“I a m  no t  di spos e d  to  a r g u e  t his  poin t  in you r
p r e s e n t  fr a m e  of min d.   I o r d e r  you to  go  af t .”

“And I won’t go!” r e plied  S h uffles,
imp u d e n tly.

“Mr. Peaks,” s aid  t h e  p rincip al, c alling
t h e  s e nio r  bo a t s w ain.

“H e r e ,  sir,” r e plied  Peaks,  to uc hin g  hi s
h a t  to  t h e  p rincip al.

“Mr. Le ec h,” a d d e d  Mr. Lowing to n.

“H e r e ,  sir.”
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“Walk t his  youn g  g e n tle m a n  af t .”

“Let  m e  alon e!” c rie d  S h uffles,  a s  Peaks
plac e d  hi s  h a n d  u po n  him.

“Ge n tly, my  s w e e t  la m b,” s aid  t h e  bo a t s w ain,
wi th  affec t e d  t e n d e r n e s s.

“Take  you r  h a n d s  off m e!” ro a r e d  t h e  m u tinous
p u pil, a s  h e  s t r u g gle d  to  r el e a s e  him s elf fro m  t h e
g r a s p  of t h e  s t alw a r t  s e a m a n.

Pe aks  took hi m  by t h e  colla r  wi th  on e  h a n d,  a n d  h eld
his  w ris t  wi th  t h e  o t h er, on  on e  side,  w hile  Leec h
did  t h e  s a m e  on  t h e  o t h e r  sid e.

“Walk hi m  af t ,” r e p e a t e d  t h e  p rincipal.
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“Mr. Fluxion,  m ay  I t ro u ble  you  to  b ring  u p
t h e  irons?” con tin u e d  Mr. Lowing ton,  w h e n  t h e
bo a t s w ain  a n d  c a r p e n t e r  h a d  “walke d” t h e
r e b el  af t,  in s pi t e  of his  s t r u g gling  a n d  kicking.

“I rons!” g a s p e d  S h uffles,  a s  h e  h e a r d
t h e  r e q u e s t  of t h e  p rincipal.

H e  t r e m ble d  wi th  r a g e  a s  h e  u t t e r e d  t h e  wo r d.  
The  irons  s e e m e d  to  pi e r c e  his  so ul.  P ro b a bly
h e  did  no t  t hink  t h a t  t h e  so n  of a  w e al t hy g e n tle m a n
wo uld  b e  co m p elle d  to  s u b mi t  to  s uc h  a n  indigni ty a s
b ein g  p u t  in  i rons.

Mr. Fluxion  c a m e  on  d e ck  wi th  a  p ai r  of h a n dc uffs. 
I t  w a s  t h e  fir s t  ti m e  t h ey h a d  b e e n  s e e n,  a n d  no  s t u d e n t
eve n  kn e w  t h e r e  w e r e  a ny on  bo a r d .   The  discipline
of t h e  s hip  h a d  b e e n  a s  g e n tle  a s  it w as  fir m,  a n d
t his  w a s  t h e  firs t  ti m e  s uc h  ins t r u m e n t s  w e r e  n e c es s a ry.

“Mr. Peaks,  p u t  t h e  irons  on  hi m!” s aid
Mr. Lowing ton,  his  u s u al  dignity u n r uffled  by  a n g ry
e m o tions .

“Don’t p u t  t h e m  on  m e!” c ri ed  S h uffles,
m a king  a n  effor t  to  di s e n g a g e  hi m s elf fro m  t h e  g r a s p
of his  c a p to r s .

“Pu t  t h e m  on  a t  onc e!” a d d e d  t h e  p rincip al.

“You s h all no t  p u t  t h e m  on  m e!   I will di e
fir s t!” r o a r e d  t h e  r e b el.

I t  w a s  e a si e r  to  t alk t h a n  to  do,  in t h e  h a n d s  of
t wo  s t u r dy s ailo r s,  on e  of w ho m  h a d  u s e d  t h e  c a t  in
t h e  n avy, w h e n  it s  u s e  w a s  tole r a t e d.   S h uffles
did  no t  di e,  a n d  h e  w a s  iron e d,  in s pi t e  of his  s t r u g gle s
a n d  hi s  p ro t e s t .
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CHAPTER IX.

THE WATCH-BILL.

S h uffles  s t r u g gle d  wi th  t h e  irons  a n d  wi th  t h e  s tou t
m e n  w ho  h eld  hi m  u n til h e  h a d  exh a us t e d  hi ms elf; a n d
t h e n,  b ec a u s e  his  fr a m e,  r a t h e r  t h a n  hi s  s pi ri t,  w a s
wo r n  dow n,  h e  w a s  q uie t .   I t  w a s  t h e  fi rs t  c a s e
of s eve r e  discipline  t h a t  h a d  occu r r e d  on  bo a r d,  a n d
it  c r e a t e d  a  t r e m e n do us  s e ns a tion  a m o n g  t h e  s t u d e n t s .

Mr. Lowing ton  s tood  wit h  folde d  a r m s,  w a tc hing  t h e
vain  s t r u g gles  of t h e  c ulp ri t,  u n til h e  w a s  r e d u c e d
to  a  s t a t e  of co m p a r a t ive  c alm n e s s .   H e  looke d
s a d,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a n g ry, a n d  his  digni ty w a s  no t  im p ai r e d
by t h e  a s s a ul t  u po n  his  a u t ho ri ty.

“Sh uffles,  I a m  so r ry  to  s e e  on e  w ho  h a s  b e e n
a n  office r  of t h e  s hip  r e d u c e d  to  you r  con di tion;
b u t  discipline  m u s t  a n d  s h all b e  m ai n t ain e d,”
s aid  t h e  p rincip al.  “We a r e  on  t h e  hig h
s e a s  now, a n d  di sob e die nc e  is d a n g e ro u s.   You
led  m e  to  b elieve  t h a t  you  h a d  r efo r m e d  you r  life  a n d
con d uc t .”

“It  isn’t  my  fault ,” r e plied  S h uffles,
a n g rily.

“You h a d  b e t t e r  no t  r e ply to  m e  in t h a t  ton e ,”
a d d e d  Mr. Lowing ton,  mildly.

“Yes, I will!”

“Mr. Topliffe,” con tinu e d  t h e  p rincip al.

“H e r e ,  sir,” r e plied  t h e  h e a d  s t e w a r d .

“You will h ave  t h e  b rig  cle a r e d  ou t  for  u s e .”

“Yes, si r;” a n d  t h e  h e a d  s t e w a r d  w e n t
b elow to  ob ey t h e  o r d er.
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The r e  w a s  no t  a  boy on  bo a r d  w ho  kn e w  w h a t  t h e  “b rig”
w a s,  t ho u g h  t h e  e s t a blish m e n t  h a d  exis t e d  in t h e  s t e e r a g e
fro m  t h e  ti m e  w h e n  t h e  boys  fir s t  w e n t  on  bo a r d  t h e
s hip.   I t  h a d  n eve r  b efo r e  b e e n  r e q ui r e d  for  u s e,
a n d  Mr. Lowing to n  h a d  c a r efully veiled  eve ry  dis a g r e e a ble
fea t u r e  of discipline,  u n til it w a s  n ec e s s a ry  to  exhibi t
it.  The  b rig  w a s  t h e  p ri son  of t h e  s hip—t h e
lock-u p.   I t  w a s  loca t e d  u n d e r  a n d  a b af t  t h e  m ain
ladd er, in t h e  s t e e r a g e ,  b eing  a n  a p a r t m e n t  five fee t
in  len g t h  by  t h r e e  fee t  in  wid t h.   The  p a r t i tions
w hich  e n clos e d  it  w e r e  co m pos e d  of u p rig h t  pl a nks,
eig h t  inch es  in  wid t h,  wi th  s p a c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e m  for
t h e  a d mission  of ligh t  a n d  air.

The  b rig  h a d  b e e n  u s e d  a s  a  s to r e  roo m  for  b e d ding
by t h e  s t e w a r d s ,  a n d  t h e  s t u d e n t s  n eve r  s u s p e c t e d,
till S h uffles’ c a s e  c a m e  u p,  t h a t  it  w a s  no t
b uil t  for  a  clos e t .   Mr. Topliffe  a n d  hi s  a s sis t a n t s
r e m ove d  t h e  bl a nk e t s  a n d  co mfor t e r s  fro m  t his  lock-u p,
a n d  p r e p a r e d  it  for  t h e  r e c e p tion  of t h e  r ef r ac to ry
p u pil.  Whe n  t h e  roo m  w a s  r e a dy h e  w e n t  on  d e ck,
a n d  r e po r t e d  t h e  fac t  to  t h e  p rincip al.

“Sh uffles,  ou r  di scipline  h a s  alw ays  b e e n  of
t h e  milde s t  c h a r a c t er,” s aid  Mr. Lowing to n,
b r e akin g  t h e  imp r e s sive  sile nc e  w hich  r eig n e d  on  d e ck. 
“I r e g r e t  to  b e  co m p elled  to  r e so r t  to  forc e
in a ny for m; ev e n  no w  I would  avoid  it.”

“You n e e d n’t, on  my a cco u n t ,” r e plied
S h uffles,  s h aking  his  h e a d.   “You h av e  do n e
your  wo r s t  al r e a dy.”

“Mr. Peaks,  t ak e  hi m  b elow, lock hi m  u p  in t h e
b rig,  a n d  b rin g  t h e  k ey to  m e .”

The  m a n a cled  r e b el  m a d e  a no t h e r  effo r t  to  r e si s t ,
b u t  t h e  s tou t  s ailo r s  e a sily h a n dle d  hi m,  a n d  bo r e
hi m  do w n  in to t h e  s t e e r a g e .   H e  w a s  t h r u s t  in to
t h e  b rig,  iron e d  a s  h e  w a s,  a n d  t h e  doo r  locke d  u po n
hi m.  S h uffles  gl a nc e d  a t  t h e  in t e rio r  of t h e
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p rison,  a n d  b rok e  ou t  in to  a  con t e m p t uo us  lau g h.  
H e  t h e n  co m m e n c e d  kicking  t h e  p al es  of t h e  p a r ti tion?
b u t  h e  mig h t  a s  w ell h ave  a t t e m p t e d  to  b r e ak  t h ro u g h
t h e  d e ck  b e n e a t h .

“Sh uffles,” s aid  Pe aks,  in  a  low ton e,
w h e n  h e  h a d  locke d  t h e  door, “be  a  m a n.  
You a c t  like  a  s poiled  child now.”

“I h ave  b e e n  insul t e d,  a n d  a b u s e d,” r e plied
S h uffles,  fie rc ely.

“No, you  h av e n’t.   Aboa r d  al mos t  a ny
s hip,  you  would  h ave  go t  a  knock on  t h e  h e a d  wi t h
a  h a n d s pike  b efo r e  t his  t im e.   Don’t m a k e
a  fool of you r s elf.  You a r e  only m a king  you r s elf
ridiculous  now—’pon  my wo r d  a s  a n
old  s ailor, you  a r e .”

“I’ll h ave  s a tisfac tion.”

“No, you  won’t, u nl e s s  you  b r e ak  you r
ow n  h e a d.   I w a n t  to  a dvis e  you, a s  a  frien d,
no t  to  m a k e  a  fool of you r s elf.  I’m so r ry
for  you, my  lad.”

“Don’t t alk to  m e .”

“I c a n  forgive  you  for  di sob eying  o r d e r s ,  b u t
I c a n’t  forgive  you  for  b ein g  a  fool.  N ow,
k e e p  q uie t,  a n d  b e  a  m a n.”

The  w ell-m e a n t  effor t  of t h e  bo a t s w ain  to  p a cify t h e
c ulp ri t  w a s  a  failu r e,  a n d  Pe aks,  going  on  d eck, d elive r e d
t h e  key of t h e  b rig  to  Mr. Lowing ton.   S h uffles
kicke d  a g ains t  t h e  p a r ti tion  till h e  w as  ti r e d  of
t h e  exe r cise.
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“Youn g  g e n tle m e n,  to-d ay w e  e n t e r  u po n  a  n e w
exp e ri e nc e  on  s hipbo a r d,” s aid  t h e  p rincip al,
wi tho u t  m a king  a ny fu r t h e r  allusion  to  S h uffles.  
“Ou r  s ho r t  t r ips  las t  s e a son  w e r e  so  tim e d  t h a t
w e  ke p t  no  r e g ula r  nig h t  w a tc h e s ,  a n d,  wi th  t wo  o r
t h r e e  exce p tions,  t h e  s hip  w a s  a t  a n c ho r  w h e n  you
sle p t .   Of cou r s e  t h a t  is no t  p r a c tic a ble  on  a
long  voyag e,  a n d  you  m u s t  all do  d u ty by nigh t  a s
w ell a s  by d ay.

“This  h a s  b e e n  a  difficul t  m a t t e r  to  a r r a n g e,
for  you  a r e  all too  you n g  to  b e  d e p rived  of you r  r e g ula r
sle e p,  t hou g h  in h e avy w e a t h e r  I a m  af r aid  you  will
los e  you r  r e s t  to  so m e  ex t e n t .   At eig h t  o’clock
t his  eve ning  t h e  s t a r bo a r d  w a tc h  will b e  on  d u ty. 
We h ave  fou r  ti m es  a s  m a ny h a n d s  on  bo a r d  t h e  Young
Ame rica  a s  a r e  u s u ally e m ploye d  in m e r c h a n t  s hip s,
so  t h a t  a  q u a r t e r  w a t c h  will b e  a bl e  to  h a n dle  t h e
s hip  on  all o r din a ry  occ asions .   We s h all, t h e r efo r e,
k e e p  a  q u a r t e r  w a tc h  on  s hip’s d u ty a t  a ll ti m e s
t h ro u g h  t h e  t w e n ty-fou r  ho u r s .

“During  t h e  nig h t ,  including  t h e  tim e  fro m  eig h t
in t h e  eve nin g  u n til e ig h t  in  t h e  m o r ning,  e a c h  q u a r t e r
w a t c h  will b e  on  d u ty t wo  ho u r s ,  a n d  t h e n  off six
ho u r s;  a n d  e a c h  h a n d  will ob t ain  six co ns ec u tive  ho u r s’
sle e p  eve ry nigh t .   At eigh t  t his  eve nin g,  t h e
fir s t  p a r t  of t h e  s t a r bo a r d  w a tc h  will h ave  t h e  s hip
in c h a r g e ,  a n d  all o th e r s  m ay  t u r n  in a n d  sle e p .  
At t e n,  t h e  s e con d  p a r t  of t h e  s t a r bo a r d  w a t c h  will
b e  c alled,  wi t ho u t  dis t u r bing  a ny o t h e r s.   At
t w elve,  t h e  fir s t  p a r t  of t h e  po r t  w a t c h  will b e  s u m m o n e d;
a t  t wo, t h e  s e con d  p a r t ;  a n d  so  on  till eigh t  in t h e
m o r nin g.

“The  fir s t  p a r t  of t h e  s t a r bo a r d  w a tc h,  w hich
t u r n e d  in a t  t e n,  will sl e e p  till four, giving  t h e m
six ho u r s  of r e s t  a ll tog e t h er, a n d  t h ey m ay  t u r n
in a g ain  a t  six o’clock, w h e n  r elieve d  by t h e
s eco n d  p a r t ,  a n d  sl ee p  till h alf p a s t  s eve n,  w hich
is b r e akfa s t  ti m e  for  t hos e  off d u ty.
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“During  t h e  d ay tim e,  fro m  eigh t  in t h e  m o r ning
till eigh t  in  t h e  eve ning,  t h e  s a m e  ro u tine  will b e
obs e rve d  To-m o r row, a t  e ig h t  in  t h e  m o r ning,  t h e  fi r s t
p a r t  of t h e  po r t  w a tc h  will t ak e  c h a r g e  of t h e  s hip
till t e n;  t h e  s e con d  p a r t  will b e  off d u ty, a n d  t h e
ti m e  will b e  t h ei r  ow n,  to  u s e  a s  t h ey t hink  p ro p er. 
At t e n,  t h e  s e con d  p a r t  will b e  in c h a r g e ,  a n d  t h e
fir s t  will h ave  t h ei r  ow n  tim e  till tw elve.   All
t h e  s t a r bo a r d  w a tc h,  d u ring  t h e s e  fou r  ho u r s,  will
s t u dy a n d  r e ci t e.   In  t h e  af t e r noon  t h e  s a m e  cou r s e
will b e  p u r s u e d  wi th  t h e  o th e r  w a t c h.   Do you
u n d e r s t a n d  it?”

“Yes, sir,” r e plied  t h e  boys.

“By t his  a r r a n g e m e n t  you  will av e r a g e  t h r e e
ho u r s  of d u ty eve ry nigh t .   To-nigh t  t h e  po r t
w a t c h  will b e  on  d eck  t wo  ho u r s,  a n d  t h e  s t a r bo a r d
w a t c h,  w hos e  t u r n  will co m e  t wice,  fou r  ho u r s ;  b u t
to-m o r ro w  nigh t  t h e  op e r a tion  will b e  r eve r s e d ,  a n d
t h e  po r t  will h ave  t h e  d e ck  fou r  ho u r s ,  a n d  t h e  s t a r bo a r d
b u t  t wo.  Two copie s  of t h e  w a t c h  bill will b e
pos t e d  in t h e  s t e e r a g e ,  a n d  on e  in  t h e  af t e r  c a bin.  
Young  g e n tl e m e n,  I r e co m m e n d  you to  s t u dy it, u n til
you  a r e  p e rfec tly fa milia r  wit h  it s  r e q ui r e m e n t s .”
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“How is it wi t h  t h e  office r s,  Mr. Lowing to n?”
a sk e d  Pa ul Kend all, w ho  w a s  g e n e r ally t h e  s pok es m a n
for  hi s  co m p a nions.

“The  office r s  a r e  divide d  in to w a tc h e s  in  p r e cis ely
t h e  s a m e  m a n n e r  a s  t h e  c r ew.  To t h e  s t a r bo a r d
w a t c h  b elon g  t h e  fi r s t  a n d  t hi rd  lieu t e n a n t ,  t h e  s e con d
a n d  fou r t h  m a s t er, a n d  t h e  fir s t  a n d  t hi r d  mids hip m a n,
w hich  m a k e s  on e  office r  of e a c h  g r a d e  for  e a c h  q u a r t e r
w a t c h,” r e plie d  Mr. Lowing ton.   “Thei r
off-ti m e  a n d  s t u dy-ti m e  co r r e s po n d  wi th  t hos e  of t h e
c r ew.”

It  is q ui t e  pos sible  t h a t  t h e  office r s  a n d  c r e w  of
t h e  Young  Ame ric a  u n d e r s tood  t h e  co m plica t e d  a r r a n g e m e n t
of t h e  p rincip al.  If t h ey  did  no t,  t h ey  could
r efe r  to  t h e  pos t e d  doc u m e n t;  a n d,  a s  w e  c a n no t  d e p rive
ou r  r e a d e r s  of t his  p rivileg e,  w e  ins e r t  in  full, t h e

     WATCH BILL.  FIRST
DAY.

Firs t  Watc h,  fro m
8  till 1 2  P.M.
     F ro m  8  till 1 0.  1 s t
Lieu t .,  2 d  M a s t er, 1 s t  Mid.  Fi r s t  Pa r t  of t h e
     S t a r bo a r d  Watch.

     F ro m  1 0  till 1 2.  3 d
Lieu t .,  4 t h  M a s t er, 3 d  Mid.  S econ d  Pa r t  of t h e
     S t a r bo a r d  Watch.

Mi d  Watc h,  fro m  1 2
till 4  A. M.
     F ro m  1 2  till 2 .  2 d  Lieu t .,
1 s t  M a s t er, 2 d  Mid.  Fi r s t  Pa r t  of t h e
     Por t  Watc h.

     F ro m  2  till 4 .  4 t h  Lieu t .,
3 d  M a s t er, 4 t h  Mid.   S e con d  Pa r t  of t h e
     Por t  Watc h.
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M or ning  Watc h,  fro m
4  till 8  A. M.
     F ro m  4  till 6 .  1 s t  Lieu t .,
2 d  M a s t er, 1 s t  Mid.  Fi r s t  Pa r t  of t h e
     S t a r bo a r d  Watch.

     F ro m  6  till 8 .  3 d  Lieu t .,
4 t h  M a s t er, 3 d  Mid.   S e con d  Pa r t  of t h e
     S t a r bo a r d  Watch.

Forenoon  Watch,  fro m
8  till 1 2  A. M.
     F ro m  8  till 1 0.  2 d  Lieu t .,
1 s t  M a s t er, 2 d  Mid.  Fi r s t  Pa r t  of t h e
     Por t  Watc h.   S eco n d
Pa r t  of Por t  Watc h  off Du ty.  All t h e  S t a r bo a r d
     Watch  s t u dy a n d  r e ci t e
till 1 2.

     F ro m  1 0  till 1 2.  4 t h
Lieu t .,  3 d  M a s t er, 4 t h  Mid.  S econ d  Pa r t  of
     Por t  Watc h.   Fi r s t
Pa r t  of Por t  Watc h  off Du ty.

Af t er noon  Watc h,
fro m  1 2  till 4  P.M.
     F ro m  1 2  till 2 .  1 s t
Lieu t .,  2 d  M a s t er, 1 s t  Mid.  Fi r s t  Pa r t  of
     S t a r bo a r d  Watch.  
S e con d  Pa r t  of t h e  S t a r bo a r d  Watch  off Duty.  All
     t h e  Por t  Watch  s t u dy
a n d  r e ci t e  t ill 4 .

     F ro m  2  till 4 .  3 d  Lieu t .,
4 t h  M a s t er, 3 d  Mid.   S e con d  Pa r t  of t h e
     S t a r bo a r d  Watch.  
Fi r s t  Pa r t  of t h e  S t a r bo a r d  Watc h  off Duty.

Firs t  Dog  Watc h,
fro m  4  till 6  P.M.
     F ro m  4  till 5 .  2 d  Lieu t .,
1 s t  M a s t er, 2 d  Mid.  Fi r s t  Pa r t  of t h e
     Por t  Watc h.   S eco n d
Pa r t  of t h e  Por t  Watch  off Duty.  All t h e
     S t a r bo a r d  Watch  s t u dy
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a n d  r e ci t e  t ill 6 .

     F ro m  5  till 6 .  4 t h  Lieu t .,
3 d  M a s t er, 4 t h  Mid.   S e con d  Pa r t  of t h e
     Por t  Watc h.   Fi r s t
Pa r t  of t h e  Por t  Watch  off Duty.

S e co n d  Dog  Watch,
fro m  6  till 8  P.M.
     F ro m  6  till 7 .  1 s t  Lieu t .,
2 d  M a s t er, 1 s t  Mid.  Fi r s t  Pa r t  of t h e
     S t a r bo a r d  Watch.  
S e con d  Pa r t  of t h e  S t a r bo a r d  Watch  off Duty.  All
     t h e  Por t  Watch  s t u dy
a n d  r e ci t e  t ill 8 .
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     F ro m  7  till 8 .  3 d  Lieu t .,
4 t h  M a s t er, 3 d  Mid.   S e con d  Pa r t  of t h e
     S t a r bo a r d  Watch.  
Fi r s t  Pa r t  of t h e  S t a r bo a r d  Watc h  off Duty.

Br ea k fas t .
     Por t  Watc h,  7-1/2  o’clock. 
S t a r bo a r d  Watc h,  8  o’clock.

Dinn er.
     S t a r bo a r d  Watch,  1 1-1/2
o’clock.  Por t  Watc h,  1 2  o’clock.

S u p p er.
     S t a r bo a r d  Watch,  5-1/2
o’clock.  Por t  Watc h,  6  o’clock.

The  w a tc h  bill for  t h e  s eco n d  d ay w a s  t h e  s a m e,  wi th
t h e  exc e p tion  of t h e  n a m e s  of t h e  w a t c h e s  a n d  q u a r t e r
w a t c h e s .   The  e n ti r e  p rog r a m m e  w a s  r eve r s e d  by
t h e  op e r a t ion  of t h e  do g  w a tc h es ,  w hich  s u bs ti t u t e d
“po r t”  for  “s t a r bo a r d,” a n d
“st a r bo a r d”  for  “po r t ,” in
t h e  n ex t  d ay’s ro u tin e.

Whe n  t h e  boys  w e r e  p e r mi t t e d  to  go  b elow, t h ey r u s h e d
to  t h e  w a t c h  bills,  a n d  s t u die d  t h e m  fai thfully, till
t h ey  fully u n d e r s tood  t h e  p ro g r a m m e.   E ac h  s t u d e n t
a s c e r t ain e d  hi s  d u ty for  t h e  nigh t,  a n d  hi s  off-tim e
a n d  s t u dy-ho u r s  for  t h e  n ex t  d ay, w hich  w e r e  includ e d
in t h e  fi r s t  d ay’s bill.

“I go  on  a t  t w elve  o’clock,” s aid
Pa ul Kend all, in t h e  af t e r  c a bin,  w h e n  h e  h a d  ex a min e d
t h e  bill.

“And I go  on  d e ck  a t  eig h t  o’clock,”
a d d e d  Jose p h  H ave n,  t h e  fir s t  lieu t e n a n t .   “I
s h all h ave  a  c h a n c e  to  sl ee p  fro m  t e n  till fou r  in
t h e  m o r ning,  a n d  a n  ho u r  a n d  a  h alf, fro m  six till
h alf p a s t  s eve n.”
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“I s h all h av e  my w a t c h  b elow fro m  t wo  till b r e a kfa s t
ti m e.   I do n’t  t hink  w e  n e e d  w e a r  ou r s elves
ou t  u n d e r  t his  a r r a n g e m e n t .”

“No; I t hou g h t  w e  s ho uld  b e  oblige d  to  t ak e
fou r  ho u r s  of d u ty  a t  a  t im e  on  d e ck.”

“How will it b e  w h e n  w e  h ave  ro u g h  w e a t h e r?”
a sk e d  Pa ul.

“I do n’t  know; I s u p pos e  w e  m u s t  t ak e
ou r  c h a n c e s  t h e n.”

“Wh a t  do  you  t hink  of S h uffles’ c a s e?”
a d d e d  Pa ul.

“H e  will g e t  t h e  wo r s t  of it.”

“I’m so r ry for  hi m.   H e  b e h ave d  fir s t
r a t e  las t  ye ar, t ho u g h  t h ey s ay h e  u s e d  to  b e  a  h a r d
fellow.”

“Wh a t’s t h e  u s e  of a  fellow doing  a s  h e
h a s  do n e?” s aid  H ave n,  wi t h  p alp a ble  disg u s t .  
“H e  c a n’t  m a k e  a ny t hing  by it.”

“Of cou r s e  h e  c a n’t.”

“I would  r a t h e r  h ave  hi m  in t h e  c a bin  t h a n  in
t h e  s t e e r a g e ,  for  h e  will no t  ob ey o r d e r s;  a n d  w h e n
h e  is u gly, h e  is a  p e rfec t  tig er.  I wo n d e r  w h a t
Mr. Lowing ton  is going  to  do  wi th  hi m.   The r e  is
no  s uc h  t hing  a s  exp elling  a  fellow in t hi s  ins ti t u tion
now.  If h e  m e a n s  to  b e  c ros s-g r ain e d,  h e  c a n
k e e p  u s  in ho t  w a t e r  all t h e  ti m e.”

The  office r s  w e r e  too  m u c h  excit e d  by t h e  fac t  t h a t
t h e  s hip  w a s  ou t w a r d  bo u n d  to  r e m ain  long  in t h e  c a bin,
a n d  t h ey r e t u r n e d  to  t h e  d e ck  to  w a tc h  t h e  p ro g r e s s
of t h e  ves s el.  At eigh t  o’clock t h e  Young
Ame rica  w a s  ou t  of sigh t  of lan d,  t ho u g h  it  would
h ave  b e e n  too  d a rk  to  s e e  i t t e n  mile s  dis t a n t .  
The  q u a r t e r m a s t er, a t  t h e  h el m,  s t r uck  eigh t  b ells,
w hich  w e r e  r e p e a t e d  on  t h e  for ec a s tle .
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“All t h e  fir s t  p a r t  of t h e  s t a r bo a r d  w a t c h,
a hoy!” s hou t e d  t h e  bo a t s w ain,  for  it  w a s  now
ti m e  to  co m m e n c e  t h e  p ro g r a m m e  of r e g ula r  s e a  d u ty.
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The  firs t  lieu t e n a n t  took his  plac e,  a s  office r  of
t h e  d e ck,  n e a r  t h e  h el m; t h e  s econ d  m a s t e r  on  t h e
forec a s tl e  a n d  t h e  t hi r d  mids hip m a n  in t h e  w ais t .  
The  firs t  p a r t  of t h e  s t a r bo a r d  w a tc h  w e r e  s t a tion e d
in va rious  p a r t s  of t h e  d e ck.   Of t h e  fou r  q u a r t e r m a s t e r s,
on e  w a s  a t t a c h e d  to  e a c h  q u a r t e r  w a tc h.   The  w h e el
w a s  give n  to  two  h a n d s  for  t h e  fir s t  ho ur, a n d  t wo
w e r e  pl ac e d  on  t h e  to p-g allan t  for ec a s tl e,  to  a c t  a s
t h e  lookou t  m e n,  to  b e  r elieve d  af t e r  on e  ho u r’s
s e rvice.   The  r e s t  of t h e  boys  w e r e  r e q ui r e d  to
k e e p  a w a k e,  b u t  no  s p eci al d u ty w a s  a s sign e d  to  t h e m.  
The r e  w e r e  h a n d s  e no u g h  on  d e ck  to  “t ack  s hip,”
o r  to  t ak e  in t h e  s ails, on e  o r  t wo  a t  a  t im e.

Thou g h  t h e  s hip  w a s  no min ally in t h e  h a n d s  a n d  u n d e r
t h e  di r ec tion  of h e r  juve nile  office r s ,  w ho  p e rfo r m e d
all t h e  d u tie s  r e q ui r e d  in working  h er, ye t  t h ey w e r e
clos ely w a tc h e d  by t h e  p rincip al, w ho,  if t h e r e  w a s
a ny t hing  w ro n g,  info r m e d  t h e  c a p t ain  of t h e  fac t.  
The  co m m a n d e r  ke p t  no  w a t c h,  b u t  h e  w a s  r e s po nsible
for  ev e ry m a no e uv r e ,  a n d  for  t h e  r e g ula r  ro u tine  of
d u ty.  Mr. Lowing to n  s eldo m  s pok e  to  a ny o t h e r
office r  in r e g a r d  to  s hip’s d u ty o r  t h e  n aviga tion.

Whe n  t h e  w a tc h  w a s  s e t ,  a t  e ig h t  b ells, m o s t  of t h e
boys  w ho  w e r e  off d u ty w e n t  in to  t h e  s t e e r a g e .  
So m e  of t h e m  t u r n e d  in; b u t  t h e  novelty of t h e  occ a sion
w a s  too  g r e a t  to  p e r mi t  t h e m  to  sle e p.   They collec t e d
in g ro u p s,  to  t alk ove r  t h e  p ros p e c t s  of t h e  voyag e,
a n d  t h e  d u tie s  r e q ui r e d  of t h e m,  a s  indica t e d  by  t h e
w a t c h  bill.

S h uffles  s a t  on  a  s tool in  t h e  b rig,  s till n u r sin g
his  w r a t h.   Wh e n  hi s  s u p p e r  w a s  c a r ri e d  to  hi m
by t h e  s t e w a r d,  hi s  irons  h a d  b e e n  t ak e n  off. 
H e  r efus e d  to  e a t ,  a n d  t h e  food  w a s  r e move d.   As
h e  w a s  no w  q uie t ,  t h e  i rons  w e r e  no t  r e pl ac e d.  
The  p rison e r  w a s  fa r  fro m  p e ni t e n t  for  his  offenc e .

Mr. Agne a u,  t h e  c h a plain,  w a s  ve ry m u c h  conc e r n e d
a bo u t  t h e  p ri son er.  H e  w a s  s hock e d  by hi s  disob e die nc e,
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a n d  p ain e d  to  find  t h a t  on e  w ho  h a d  do n e  so  w ell could
do  so  ill.  The  c a s e  h a d  b e e n  fully conside r e d
in t h e  p rofe sso r s’ c a bin; a n d  Mr. Lowing to n
d ecla r e d  t h a t  S h uffles  s hould  s t ay  in  t h e  b rig  till
h e  h a d  r e p e n t e d  of hi s  folly, a n d  p ro mis e d  ob e die nc e
for  t h e  fu tu r e .   The  ch a plain  w a s  a  t e n d e r-h e a r t e d
m a n ,  a n d  h e  t hou g h t  t h a t  so m e  g e n tle  wor ds  mig h t  touc h
t h e  feelings  of t h e  p rison er, a n d  b rin g  him  to  a  s e n s e
of d u ty.  With  t h e  p rincipal’s p e r mission,
t h e r efo r e ,  h e  p aid  a  visi t  to  S h uffles  in t h e  eve ning.

“I a m  ve ry so r ry to  find  you h e r e ,  S h uffles,”
s aid  Mr. Agne a u,  w h e n  h e  h a d  locke d  t h e  doo r  b e hin d
hi m.

“H a s  Lowing ton  s e n t  you  to  to r m e n t  m e ?”
d e m a n d e d  t h e  p ri son er.

“Mr. Lowing ton,  you  m e a n,” a d d e d  t h e  ch a plain,
g e n tly.

“No, I m e a n  Lowing to n.   Whe n  a  m a n  h a s  a b u s e d
a n d  insul t e d  m e,  I c a n’t  s top  to  p u t  a  h a n dle
to  his  n a m e.”

“I r e g r e t  to  find  you  in s uc h  a n  u n h a p py fr a m e
of mi nd,  my  youn g  frien d.   I c a m e  h e r e  of my  ow n
a c co r d,  to  do  w h a t  I mig h t  to  h elp  you.”

“Did you, ind e e d!” s n e e r e d  S h uffles.
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“Th a t  w a s  my  only objec t .”

“Was  it?  Well, if you  w a n t  to  h elp  m e ,
you  will ind uc e  Lowing ton  to  le t  m e  ou t  of t his  c rib,
a pologize  for  w h a t  h e  h a s  do n e,  a n d  give  m e  my pl ac e
in t h e  af t e r  c a bin.”

“Th a t  is pl ainly impos sible,” r e plie d
t h e  a s to nis h e d  c h a plain.

“The n  you  c a n’t  do  a ny t hin g  for  m e;  a n d
I t hink  I c a n  t ak e  c a r e  of mys elf.”

“I e n t r e a t  you, my  youn g  frien d,  to  conside r
t h e  e r ro r  of you r  w ays.”

“The r e  is no  e r ro r  in my w ays,  Mr. Agne a u.”

“You a r e  u n r e a so n a ble.”

“No, I’m no t .   I only w a n t  w h a t  is
fai r  a n d  righ t .”

“Was  it  r i gh t  for  you, S h uffles,  to  r efu s e  ob e die nc e
to  t h e  p rincip al, w h e n  h e  told  you  to  go  af t?”

“I h ave  alw ays  ob eye d  all p ro p e r  o r d e r s;  a n d
u n d e r  t h e  ci rc u m s t a n c e s,  I t hink  it  w a s  righ t  for
m e  to  r efu s e .”

“You fill m e  wi th  a m az e m e n t!” exclai m e d
t h e  ch a plain.

“You know  it w a s  no t  fai r  to  give  ou t  t h e  office s
by las t  yea r’s m a rks ,” p ro t e s t e d  S h uffles.

“On t h e  con t r a ry, I t hink  it  w a s  e n ti r ely fair.”

“I h ave n’t  a ny t hing  m o r e  to  s ay  if it
w a s,” r e plie d  S h uffles,  in s u rly ton e s.
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The  ch a pl ain,  finding  t h e  p rison e r  w a s  no t  in  a  p ro p e r
fra m e  of mi n d  for  e difying  conve r s a tion,  lef t  hi m,
a n d  r e t u r n e d  to  t h e  p rofesso r s’ c a bin.  
The  boys  h a d  b e e n  forbidd e n  to  go  n e a r  t h e  b rig,  o r
to  s p e ak  to  t h e  p rison e r;  a n d  t h us  fa r  no  on e  h a d
exhibi t e d  a ny dis posi tion  to  dis r e g a r d  t h e  o r d er. 
M a ny of t h e m,  a s  t h ey p a s s e d  n e a r  t h e  b rig,  gl a nc e d
c u riously a t  hi m.   Afte r  t h e  d e p a r t u r e  of t h e
c h a plain,  Wilton  s a t  do w n  on  a  s tool n e a r  t h e  lock-u p.

“How a r e  you.  S h uffles?” s aid  h e ,
in  a  low to n e.

“Co m e  h e r e ,  Wilton—will you?”
r e plied  t h e  p rison er.

“I c a n’t; w e  a r e  no t  allow e d  to  s p e ak
to  you.”

“Wh a t  do  you  c a r e  for  t h a t?   No  on e  c a n
s e e  you.”

“Wh a t  do  you  w a n t?”

“I w a n t  to  t alk wit h  you.”

“I s h all b e  p u nis h e d  if I’m c a u g h t .”

“You wo n’t b e  c a u g h t .   H ow  a r e  ou r
fellows  now?”

“Fir s t  r a t e ,” r e plied  Wilton,  w alking
u p  a n d  dow n  t h e  b e r t h  d e ck, r i sing  a n d  looking  a s
t hou g h  no t hin g  w a s  going  on.

“You know  w h a t  w e  w e r e  t alking  a bo u t  jus t  b efo r e
t h e  row,” a d d e d  S h uffles,  d r a wing  his  s tool
u p  to  t h e  p alings.

“You s aid  you wo uld n’t  t r u s t  m e ,”
a n s w e r e d  Wilton,  s till p acin g  t h e  d e ck  in fron t  of
t h e  b rig.

“You told  Lowing to n  a bo u t  so m e t hin g  h e  h a d  no
b u sin es s  to  know; b u t  I forgive  you, Wilton.”
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“You a r e  ve ry willing  to  forgive  m e,  now  you
a r e  in a  tigh t  pl ac e.”

“It  w a s  m e a n  of you to  do  it, Wilton; you  c a n’t
d e ny t h a t .   Lowing ton  w a s  on  t h e  b e s t  of t e r m s
wi th  m e  w h e n  I w a s  in t h e  af t e r  c a bin,  a n d  I mig h t
h ave  told  hi m  a  h u n d r e d  t hin gs  a bo u t  you.”

“Didn’t you  t ell hi m  a ny t hing?”

“Not  a  wor d.”

“Well, you  a r e  a  good  fellow, a n d  I alw ays  t hou g h t
you  w e r e .   I could n’t  s e e  w hy you  t u r n e d
t r ai to r  to  u s  w h e n  w e  in t e n d e d  to  s p e n d  t h e  Fou r t h
of July on  s ho r e.”
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“I w a s  oblige d  to  do  w h a t  I did.   If I h a d n’t,
I s hould  h ave  b e e n  t u r n e d  ou t  of my  office.”

“Pe r h a p s  you  w e r e  righ t ,  S h uffles,  a n d  w e  wo n’t
s ay a ny t hin g  m o r e  a bo u t  t h e  p a s t ,” r e plie d  Wilton,
w ho  w a s  too  willing  to  b e  on  good  t e r m s  wit h  t h e  pow e rful
m alcon t e n t ,  eve n  w hile  h e  w a s  a  p rison e r  a n d  in dis g r a c e.

“Wilton,  I a m  going  to  b e  c a p t ain  of t his  s hip
wi thin  t e n  d ays,” s aid  S h uffles,  in a  w his p er. 
“Now  you  m ay go  a n d  t ell Lowing ton  of t h a t .”

“Of cou r s e  I s h all no t  t ell hi m,” a d d e d
Wilton,  indign a n tly.

“I told  you m e r ely to  s ho w  you  t h a t  I h a d  full
confide nc e  in you—t h a t’s all. 
You c a n  b e t r ay  m e  if you  wish  to  do  so.”

“I do n’t  wis h  to  do  a ny t hing  of t h e  kind.  
Of cou r s e  w e  s h all a lw ays  go  tog e t h er, a s  w e  did  b efo r e
you  w e r e  a n  officer.”

“I s h all b e  a n  office r  a g ain  soon.”

“Wh a t’s t h e  u s e  of t alking  a bo u t  s uc h
a  t hin g?”

“I s h all.”

“Do you  m e a n  to  g e t  u p  t h e  m u tiny?”

“I do.   I feel m o r e  like  it now  t h a n  I eve r
did  b efo r e,” r e plied  S h uffles;  a n d  his  low to n e s
c a m e  fro m  b e t w e e n  hi s  clos e d  t e e t h.

“It’s no  u s e  to  t hink  of s uc h  a  t hing.  
I t’s too  wild.”

“No m a t t e r  if i t is; it s h all b e  c a r ri e d  ou t .”
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“The  fellows  won’t  go  in  for  it; t h ey
wo n’t d a r e  to  do  it.”

“Yes, t h ey will.  I know t h e m  b e t t e r  t h a n
you  do, Wilton.   I t  isn’t  q ui t e  ti m e  ye t;
b u t  in t h r e e  o r  fou r  d ays  t h ey will b e  r e a dy for  a ny t hin g.”

“You c a n’t  b ring  t h e m  u p  to  w h a t  you  m e a n.”

“Yes, I c a n .”

“Wh a t  do  you  exp ec t  to  do,  locke d  u p  in t h a t
pl ac e?” d e m a n d e d  Wilton,  inc r e d ulously.

“Wh e n  I g e t  r e a dy to  go  ou t  of t his  plac e ,  I
s h all go.   I n e e d n’t  s t ay  h e r e  a ny long e r
t h a n  I pl e a s e.”

“Do you  r e ally m e a n  to  g e t  u p  a  m u tiny?”

“H us h!   Don’t c all it  by  t h a t  n a m e.”

“Wh a t  s h all I c all it?”

“Call it  m a king  a  c h ain.”

“I do n’t  u n d e r s t a n d  you,” a n s w e r e d
Wilton,  p uzzled  by t h e  exp r e ssion.

“I know w h a t  I’m a bo u t ,  a n d  I h av e  go t
m o r e  frie n ds  in t h e  s hip  t h a n
Lowing to n  h a s .   And I know  exac tly how  to  m a n a g e
t h e  w hole  t hing,” a d d e d
S h uffles,  confide n tly.

“But  t h e  fellows  a r e  all p e rfec tly s a tisfied
wi th  t h ei r  con di tion.   They wish  to  go  to  E u rop e,
a n d  a r e  pl e a s e d  wi th  t h e  p ros p e c t  b efo r e  t h e m.”

“Pe r h a p s  t h ey a r e ;  a n d  t h ey  s h all a ll go  to
E u ro p e,  a n d  t r avel a bo u t  wi thou t  b ein g  ti e d  to  Lowing ton’s
co a t-t ails.  I s h all co m e  ou t  of t his  pl ac e  to-m o r row,
a n d  w e  will wo rk  t h e  t hin g  u p.”

“I’m in for  a  tim e  wit h  a ny good  fellow;
b u t  I do n’t t hink  w e  c a n  m a k e  t his  t hin g  go,”
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s aid  Wilton.   “H us h!   Don’t s ay
a no t h e r  wo r d.   The r e  co m e s  a n  officer.”

On e  b ell, indica ting  h alf p a s t  eigh t  in  t h e  ev e ning,
s t r uck  on  d e ck.  I t  w a s  t h e  d u ty of t h e  m a s t e r
a n d  mids hip m a n  on  d eck,  al t e r n a t ely, to  p a s s  t h ro u g h
t h e  s t e e r a g e  eve ry  h alf ho u r  d u ring  t h e  w a tc h,  to  s e e
t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  no  diso rd er, a n d  t h a t  t h e  ligh t s  w e r e
all s ec u r e,  so  a s  to  avoid  a ny d a n g e r  fro m  fire.  
H e n ry  M a r tyn,  t h e  s e con d  m a s t er, p e rfo r m e d  t his  office
on  t h e  p r e s e n t  occ a sion.   H e  d e s c e n d e d  t h e  m ain
ladd er, a n d  Wilton,  w ho  exp e c t e d  t h e  visi t  w h e n  h e
h e a r d  t h e  s t roke  of t h e  b ell, r e t r e a t e d  to  hi s  m e s s
roo m,  a n d  t h r e w  hi m s elf in to  his  b e r t h .   H a r ry
w alke d  a ro u n d  t h e  s t e e r a g e ,  a n d  gl a nc e d  in to  t h e  g a n g w ays,
fro m  w hich  t h e  roo m s  op e n e d.
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“H a r ry,” s aid  S h uffles,  in a  low ton e,
a s  t h e  m a s t e r  w a s  a bo u t  to  r e t u r n  to  t h e  d e ck.

“Did you  s p e ak  to  m e?” a s k e d  H a r ry, s t e p ping
u p  to  t h e  b a r s  of t h e  c a g e.

“I did.   Will you  oblige  m e  by t elling  t h e
c h a plain  t h a t  I would  like  to  s e e  hi m?” a d d e d
t h e  p rison er.

“I will;” a n d  H a r ry  knocke d  a t  t h e  doo r
of t h e  p rofesso r s’ c a bin.

CHAPTER X.

MAKING A CHAIN.

The  ch a pl ain  w a s  too  gl a d  of a n  oppo r t u ni ty to  conve r s e
wi th  t h e  p ri son e r  to  r efu s e  hi s  r e q u e s t ,  a n d  h e  h a s t e n e d
to  t h e  b rig,  ho pin g  to  find  S h uffles  in a  b e t t e r  s t a t e
of mi nd  t h a n  w h e n  h e  h a d  visi t e d  hi m  b efor e .  
Mr. Agne a u  e n t e r e d  t h e  lock-u p,  a n d  w a s  s e c u rin g  t h e
doo r  b e hin d  hi m,  w h e n  t h e  p rison e r  s poke.

“You n e e d n’t  lock it, si r;  I will no t
a t t e m p t  to  e sc a p e,” s aid  h e .   “I s e n t
for  you  to  a pologize  for  my  r u d e n e s s .”

“Ind e e d!   The n  I a m  ve ry gl a d  to  s e e  you,”
r e plied  t h e  d eligh t e d  ch a plain.   “I h ave
b e e n  so r ely g ri eve d  a t  you r  mi scon d uc t ,  a n d  I wo uld
fain  h ave  b ro u g h t  you to  s e e  t h e  e r ro r  of you r  w ays.”

“I s e e  it  now, sir,” r e plied  S h uffles,
wi th  a p p a r e n t  p e ni t e nc e .   “I’m af r aid
I a m  a  g r e a t  d e al  wo r s e  t h a n  you  t hink  I a m,  sir.”

“It  is of no  cons e q u e n c e  w h a t  I t hink,  S h uffles,
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if you  a r e  conscious  of t h e  w ro n g  you h av e  do n e,”
a d d e d  t h e  wo r t hy c h a plain.   “You b e h ave d
exc e e din gly w ell las t  ye ar, a n d  it a l mos t  b rok e  my
h e a r t  to  s e e  you  r el a psin g  in to you r  for m e r  evil h a bi t s.”

“I a m  g r a t eful to  you  for  t h e  in t e r e s t  you  h av e
t ak e n  in m e,  a n d  I a s s u r e  you I h ave  of te n  b e e n  e n co u r a g e d
to  do  w ell by  you r  kind  wor ds ,” con tin u e d  t h e
p e ni t e n t ,  wi th  d u e  h u mility.  “I h ave  do n e
w ro n g,  a n d  I do n’t d e s e rve  to  b e  forgive n.”

“‘He  t h a t  h u m ble t h  hi m s elf s h all b e  exal t e d,’”
s aid  Mr. Agne a u,  g r a tified  a t  t h e  g r e a t  c h a n g e  w hich
h a d  a p p a r e n tly b e e n  w ro u g h t  in t h e  p ri son er. 
“If you  a r e  r e ally so r ry for  you r  offenc e ,  Mr.
Lowing to n,  I dou b t  no t ,  will p a r do n  you, a n d  r e s to r e
you  to  favor  a g ain.”

“I do n’t  d e s e rve  it,  sir.  Sinc e  you
lef t  m e ,  I h ave  b e e n  t hinking  of my p a s t  life. 
I d a r e  no t  t ell you  how  b a d  I h ave  b e e n.”

“You n e e d  no t  t ell m e .   I t  is no t  n ec e s s a ry
t h a t  you  s ho uld  confe ss  you r  e r ro r s  to  m e .   The r e
is On e  w ho  know s  t h e m,  a n d  if you  a r e  since r ely r e p e n t a n t
H e  will pi ty a n d  forgive  you.”

“I t hink  I s hould  feel b e t t e r  if I told  so m e
on e  of my mis d e e d s.”

“Pe r h a p s  you  would; t h a t  is for  you to  judg e.  
I will s p e ak  to  Mr. Lowing ton  a bo u t  you  to-nig h t .  
Wh a t  s h all I s ay  to  hi m?”

“I h a r dly know.  I d e s e rv e  to  b e  p u nis h e d.  
I h ave  do n e  w ro n g,  a n d  a m  willing  to  s uffe r  for  it.”

The  t e n d e r-h e a r t e d  c h a plain  t hou g h t  t h a t  S h uffles
w a s  in a  b e a u tiful s t a t e  of min d,  a n d  h e  d e si r e d  to
h ave  hi m  r ele a s e d  a t  onc e,  t h a t  h e  mig h t  conve r s e
wi th  hi m  on  g r e a t  t h e m e s  u n d e r  m o r e  favor a ble  ci rc u m s t a nc e s;
b u t  S h uffles  s till d e t ain e d  hi m.

“I’m af r aid  I h ave  r uin e d  mys elf on  bo a r d
t his  s hip,” con tin u e d  S h uffles,  p e r si s ting  in
his  s elf-h u milia tion.
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“If you  m a nfully a ck nowled g e  you r  faul t ,  you
will b e  fre ely a n d  g e n e ro u sly forgive n.”

“Mr. Lowing ton  h a t e s  m e  now, af t e r  w h a t  I h ave
do n e.”

“O, fa r  fro m  it!” exclaim e d  t h e  ch a plain.  
“It  will b e  a  g r e a t e r  s a tisfac tion  to  hi m  t h a n
to  you  to  forgive  you.  You a r e  no  long e r  of t h e
opinion  t h a t  you  w e r e  u nfai rly u s e d  in  t h e  di s t rib u tion
of t h e  office s,  I s u p pos e .”

“Mr. Agne a u,  I w a s  b e sid e  mys elf w h e n  I r e si s t e d
t h e  p rincip al.  I s ho uld  no t  h ave  do n e  it  if I
h a d  b e e n  in my rig h t  min d.”

“You w e r e  ve ry a n g ry.”

“I w a s—I w a s  no t  mys elf.”

“Ange r  oft e n  m a k e s  m e n  c r azy.”

“You do n’t u n d e r s t a n d  m e,  Mr. Agne a u.”

“Ind e e d,  I do.   You m e a n  t h a t  you d elud e d
your s elf in to  t h e  b elief t h a t  you  h a d  b e e n  w ro n g e d,
a n d  t h a t  you  oug h t  no t  to  ob ey t h e  o r d e r s  of you r
office r s,  a n d  of t h e  p rincip al.  The  forc e  t h a t
w a s  u s e d  m a d e  you  so  a n g ry  t h a t  you  did  no t  know w h a t
you  w e r e  a bo u t ,” a d d e d  t h e  sym p a t hizing  c h a plain.

“In on e  wor d,  Mr. Agne a u,  I h a d  b e e n  d rinking,”
s aid  S h uffles,  wi th  so m e t hin g  like  d e s p e r a t ion  in
his  m a n n er, a s  h e  b e n t  hi s  h e a d,  a n d  cove r e d  his  face
wi th  hi s  h a n d s.

“Drinking!” g a s p e d  t h e  c h a plain,  filled
wi th  ho r ro r  a t  t h e  confe ssion.

“I told  you I w a s  wo r s e  t h a n  you  t hou g h t  I w a s,”
m o a n e d  S h uffles.
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“Is it possible!”

“It  is t r u e ,  si r ;  I s ay it  wi t h  s h a m e.”

“Are  you  in t h e  h a bi t  of t aking  in toxica ting
d rinks?” a sk e d  t h e  c h a plain,  confou n d e d  b eyond
m e a s u r e  a t  t his  co m plica tion  of t h e  difficul ty.

“I a m  no t  in t h e  h a bi t  of i t, b e c a u s e  I c a n’t
g e t  liquo r  all t h e  t im e.   My fa th e r  h a s  win e  on
his  t a bl e,  a n d  I alw ays  w a s  allow e d  to  d rink  on e  gl as s.”

“Ca n  it  b e!” ej ac ula t e d  t h e  c h a plain.  
“A you t h  of s eve n t e e n——”

“I’m eig h t e e n  now, sir.”

“A you t h  of eigh t e e n  in  t h e  h a bi t  of t aking
win e!” g ro a n e d  Mr. Agne a u.

“I d r a nk  a  g r e a t  d e al  m o r e  t h a n  my fa t h e r  kn e w
of w hile  I w a s  a t  ho m e.”

“I a m  a m az e d!”

“I kn e w  you wo uld  b e,  si r;  b u t  I h ave  told  you
t h e  t r u t h  now.”

“But  w h e r e  did  you  g e t  you r  liquo r  to-d ay?”

“It  w a s  win e,  sir.”

“Wh e r e  did  you  g e t  it?”

“I b ro u g h t  t wo  bo t tl es  on  bo a r d  wi t h  m e  w h e n
I r e po r t e d  for  d u ty yes t e r d ay.”

“This  is t e r rible ,  S h uffles!  Do you  know
w h a t  a n  a wful h a bi t  you  a r e  con t r a c ting,  my  d e a r  you n g
frien d?”

“I n ev e r  t ho u g h t  m u c h  a bo u t  i t till to-nig h t .  
I t  h a s  go t  m e  in to s uc h  a  sc r a p e  t his  tim e,  t h a t  I
do n’t  b elieve  I s h all eve r  d rink  a ny m o r e .”
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“As you  r e s p e c t  you r s elf, a s  you  ho p e  for  p e a c e
in t his  wo rld,  a n d  p e a c e  in  t h e  n ext ,  n eve r  p u t  t h e
c u p  to  you r  lips  a g ain.   ’Wine  is a  m ocke r;
s t ro n g  d rink  is r a ging;  a n d  w hosoeve r  is d e c eive d  t h e r e by
is no t  wis e.’  Did you  d rink  t h e  t wo  bo t tl e s?”

“No, si r;  only p a r t  of on e  bo t tl e,” r e plied
S h uffles,  wit h  co m m e n d a ble  p ro m p t n e s s .

“Wh e r e  is t h e  r e s t  of it?”
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“Und e r  my b e r t h-s a ck.”

“Are  you  willing  I s hould  t ak e  poss e ssion  of
it, a n d  h a n d  it  to  Mr. Lowing ton?”

“I will a g r e e  to  a nyt hing  w hich  you  t hink  is
righ t .”

“The n  I will t ak e  t h e  win e  a n d  t h ro w  it  ove r bo a r d.”

“Jus t  a s  you t hink  b e s t ,  sir.  You will
find  t h e  t wo  bo t tl e s  in  my b e r t h ,  No. 4 3 ,  Gan g w ay
D,—t h e  forw a r d  on e  on  t h e  s t a r bo a r d  side.”

“I ho p e  you  will n eve r  touc h  t h e  win e-c u p  a g ain.”

“I will no t—till n ex t  ti m e,”
a d d e d  S h uffles,  a s  t h e  c h a plain  m ove d  tow a r d s  t h e
doo r  of t h e  b rig.

“’Look no t  t ho u  u po n  t h e  wine  w h e n  it
is r e d ,  w h e n  it give t h  his  colo r  in  t h e  c u p,  a t  t h e
las t  i t bi t e t h  like  a  s e r p e n t ,  a n d  s ting e t h  like  a n
a d d er,’” con tin u e d  t h e  c h a plain,  a s  h e
p a s s e d  ou t  of t h e  lock-u p.

Mr. Agne a u  w e n t  to  t h e  p rison e r’s b e r t h,  a n d
foun d  t h e  t wo  bo t tl es  of win e.   They w e r e  a  s ufficien t
expla n a tion  of t h e  r e m a r k a ble  con d u c t  of S h uffles.  
The  you t h  h a d  “d r a nk  win e,  a n d  w a s  d r u nk e n,”
o th e r wise  h e  wo uld  no t  h ave  b e e n  g uil ty of s uc h  flag r a n t
disob e die nc e .   Thou g h  in hi s  ow n  e s ti m a tion  t h e
exc us e  w a s  wo r s e  t h a n  t h e  o rigin al faul t ,  ye t  it w a s
a n  expla n a tion; a n d  if t h e  roo t  of t h e  evil could  b e
r e m ove d,  t h e  evil it s elf wo uld  c e a s e  to  exis t .  
The  win e  could  b e  t h row n  ove r bo a r d,  a n d  a s  no  m o r e
could  b e  ob t aine d  d u ring  t h e  voya g e,  t h e  good  con d u c t
of t h e  you n g  tipple r  would  b e  insu r e d,  a t  le a s t  till
t h e  s hip  r e a c h e d  Qu e e n s tow n,  w hich  w a s  t h e  po r t  to
w hich  s h e  w a s  bo u n d.
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With  t h e  t wo  bo t tl e s  in his  h a n d s,  t h e  c h a plain  r e t u r n e d
to  t h e  p rofe sso r s’ c a bin.   Mr. Lowing ton
w a s  on  d e ck.   H e  did  no t  d e e m  it p r u d e n t  to  leave
t h e  s hip  in t h e  h a n d s  of t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  a t  fir s t ,  wi tho u t
a ny s u p e rvision,  a n d  it  w a s  a r r a n g e d  t h a t  t h e  p rincip al,
Mr. Fluxion, a n d  Mr. Pe ak e,  t h e  bo a t s w ain,  s hould
t ak e  t u r n s  in  obs e rving  t h e  cou r s e  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t
of t h e  ves s el.  Mr. Agne a u  c a r ri ed  t h e  p rize  h e
h a d  c a p t u r e d  on  d e ck, a n d  info r m e d  Mr. Lowing ton  w h a t
h a d  jus t  t r a n s pi r e d  in  t h e  b rig.

“I kn e w  t h e  boy d r a nk  win e  w h e n  h e  w a s  a t  ho m e,”
r e plied  t h e  p rincipal; “an d  if h e  is r uin e d,
his  fa t h e r  m u s t  bl a m e  him s elf.”

“But  i t is r e ally s hocking!” exclaim e d
t h e  ch a plain  a s  h e  tos s e d  on e  of t h e  bo t tl e s  of win e
ove r  t h e  r ail.  “How c a n  a  p a r e n t  p e r mi t
his  son  to  d rink  wine ,  w h e n  h e  know s  t h a t  m o r e  m e n
a r e  killed  by in t e m p e r a n c e  t h a n  by w a r  a n d  p e s til enc e?  
I a m  a m az e d!”

“So a m  I, Mr. Agne a u.”

“The  boy is h a r dly to  bl a m e  for  his  con d u c t ,
since  h e  con t r a c t e d  t his  vicious  h a bi t  u n d e r  t h e  eye
of his  fa t h er.”

“The  discipline  of t h e  s hip  m u s t  b e  p r e s e rve d.”

“Ce r t ainly, Mr. Lowing to n.”

“And t h e  boy is jus t  a s  m u c h  to  bl a m e  for  his
a c t  of di sob e die nc e  a s  t hou g h  it h a d  b e e n  do n e  in
his  sob e r  s e ns e s .”

“But  you  c a n  afford  to  p a r do n  hi m,  u n d e r  t h e
ci rc u m s t a nc e s .”

“I will do  t h a t  w h e n  h e  is willing  to  m a k e  a
p ro p e r  a ck nowle d g m e n t  of his  offenc e  in t h e  p r e s e n c e
of t h e  s hip’s co m p a ny, b efo r e  w ho m  t h e  a c t  w a s
co m mit t e d .”
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“H e  is q ui t e  r e a dy to  do  so  now.”

“If h e  will s ay a s  m u c h  a s  t h a t  to  m e ,  h e  s h all
b e  r ele a s e d  a t  onc e .”

“H e  will, sir.”

“It  is ve ry s t r a n g e  to  m e  t h a t  I no tice d  no t hin g
p ec ulia r  in t h e  boy’s s p e ec h  o r  m a n n e r  a t  t h e
ti m e,” a d d e d  t h e  p rincip al.  “He  c e r t ainly
did  no t  s e e m  to  b e  in toxica t e d.”

“P rob a bly h e  h a d  t ak e n  jus t  e no u g h  to  infla m e
his  evil p a s sions,  wi thou t  affec ting  hi s  m a n n er,”
s u g g e s t e d  t h e  c h a plain.

“I did  no t  eve n  discove r  t h e  odo r  of win e  u po n
hi m.”

“Pe r h a p s  you  did  no t  go  n e a r  e no u g h  to  hi m.  
If you  ple a s e ,  Mr. Lowing ton,  w e  will go  dow n  a n d
s e e  hi m; a n d  you  c a n  judg e  for  you r s elf w h e t h e r  o r
no t  it  is p r u d e n t  to  r el e a s e  hi m.”

“I will.”

“Th a nk  you, sir.  I feel a  d e e p  in t e r e s t
in  t h e  you n g  m a n ,  a n d  I ho p e  h e  m ay  ye t  b e  s ave d.”

Whe n  Mr. Agne a u  lef t  t h e  b rig,  af t e r  his  s eco n d  visi t,
Wilton,  w ho  w a s  ve ry a nxious  to  know  w h a t  S h uffles
m e a n t  by  “m akin g  a  c h ain,” c a m e  ou t  of
his  m e s s  roo m.   H e  h a d  b e e n  w a tc hin g  t h e  c h a plain,
a n d  won d e ring  w h a t  t h e  p rison e r  could  h ave  to  s ay
to  hi m.

“Wh a t’s u p ,  S h uffles?” a sk e d  Wilton,
w h e n  Mr. Agne a u  h a d  lef t  t h e  s t e e r a g e .

“I’ve b e e n  s m oo t hin g  hi m  dow n,”
laug h e d  S h uffles,  wit h  a n  a u dibl e  c h uckle.   “I
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h ave  conclud e d  no t  to  s t ay in h e r e  a ny long er.”

“Wh a t  do  you  m e a n?”

“I’m co ming  ou t  p r e t ty  soon,  t ho u g h  it
h a s  cos t  m e  a  bo t tl e  a n d  a  h alf of old  s h e r ry to  g e t
ou t,” lau g h e d  S h uffles.

“I do n’t  know w h a t  you  m e a n.”

“I told  t h e  p a r so n  t h a t  I w a s  d r u nk  w h e n  I di sob eye d
o r d e r s,  a n d  t h a t  I w a s  ve ry so r ry for  it,  a n d  would n’t
g e t  d r u nk  a ny m o r e.”

“Did you  t ell hi m  t h a t?”

“I did; I a s s u r e d  hi m  I w a s  t h e  wo r s t  fellow
in t h e  w hole  wo rld,  a n d  ou g h t  to  b e  h u n g,  d r a w n,  a n d
q u a r t e r e d  for  my  wicke d n e s s;  a n d  h e  s w allow e d  it a s
a  codfish  do es  a  cla m.”

“And you g ave  hi m  all t h e  win e?”

“No, I didn’t; I g ave  hi m  on e  full bo t tl e,
a n d  w h a t  w a s  left  in t h e  on e  fro m  w hich  w e  d r a nk  t his
af t e r noon.   I h ave  t wo  m o r e .”

“We w e r e  going  to  h av e  a  good  ti m e  wi th  t h a t
win e.”

“I h ave  e no u g h  left.”

“Wh e r e  is it?”

“In my locker.”

“They m ay  find  it.”

“No, t h ey  wo n’t; I will p u t  it  in so m e
oth e r  plac e  b efo r e  ins p ec tion  d ay.  The r e  is pl e n ty
of wine  in t h e  m e dic al s to r e s .   I t  w a s  a  good  joke
for  t h e  p a r so n  to  s u p pos e  I w a s  d r u nk.”

“Pe r h a p s  you  w e r e ,” s u g g e s t e d  Wilton.

“I fel t  good;  b u t  I w a s  a s  sob e r  a s  I a m  now.”
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“The  d rink  I took w e n t  in to  my h e a d,  a n d  I fel t
a s  t ho u g h  I w a s  going  u p  in a  b allon.”

“Th a t  w a s  b e c a u s e  you  a r e  no t  u s e d  to  t h e  a r t icle.  
I t  w ak e d  m e  u p  a  li t tl e,  b u t  I kn e w  w h a t  I w a s  a bo u t .”

“I t hink  you  w e r e  a  confou n d e d  fool to  do  w h a t
you  did.”

“Wilton,  I’m no t  going  to  live  in t h e
s t e e r a g e—you m ay t ak e  my  wo r d  for  it. 
I’ve b e e n  a n  office r  too  long  to  co m e  dow n  to
t h a t .   If w e  don’t  s ucc e e d  in m a king  a  c h ain,
I s h all q ui t  t h e  conc e r n  t h e  fir s t  t im e  I p u t  my  foot
on  s ho r e  in I r ela n d.”
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“Wh a t  do  you  m e a n  by m a king  a  c h ain?”
a sk e d  Wilton,  e a g e rly.

“A c h ain  is s t ro n g.”

“Well; w h a t  of it?”

“It  is co m pos e d  of m a ny  links.   Ca n’t
you  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t?”

“H us h  u p!   So m e  on e  is co ming,” s aid
Wilton,  a s  h e  w alke d  a w ay fro m  t h e  b rig.

“H e r e!  w ho  is t h a t?” d e m a n d e d  Mr. Lowing to n,
a s  h e  s a w  Wilton  m oving  a w ay fro m  t h e  lock-u p.

“No. 5 9,  si r—Wilton,” r e plied
h e.   “I w a s  jus t  goin g  on  d e ck  to  find  you,
sir.”

“To find  m e ?” a sk e d  t h e  p rincipal.

“Yes, sir.  S h uffles  c alled  m e  w h e n  I w as
p a s sing,  a n d  wish e d  m e  to  t ell you  h e  w a n t e d  to  s e e
you  ve ry m u c h.   I w a s  jus t  going  af t e r  you, sir.”

“If t h e r e  is a ny bl a m e,  sir, i t  r e s t s  on  m e,”
in t e r pos e d  S h uffles,  t h rou g h  t h e  b a r s  of his  p ri son.

Mr. Lowing ton  u nlocke d  t h e  doo r  of t h e  b rig,  a n d  e n t e r e d,
follow e d  by Mr. Agne a u,  le aving  Wilton  to  con g r a t ul a t e
hi m s elf on  t h e  r e s ul t  of t h e  lies  h e  h a d  u t t e r e d .

“I a m  told  you  wis h  to  s e e  m e ,  S h uffles,”
s aid  t h e  p rincip al.

“Yes, si r;  I wis h  to  s ay t h a t  I a m  ex t r e m ely
so r ry  for  w h a t  I h av e  do n e.”

“I t hou g h t  you  w e r e  c r azy w h e n  you  r efu s e d  to
ob ey; a n d  now  I find  you  w e r e .”

165



“I h a d  b e e n  d rinking,  sir, I confe ss .”

“Mr. Agne a u  h a s  told  m e  you r  s to ry; it is no t
n ec es s a ry  to  r e p e a t  it now.  To-m o r ro w  I s h all
r e q ui r e  you  to  a ck nowle d g e  you r  e r ro r  a t  m u s t er, a n d
p ro mis e  ob e die nc e  in t h e  fu tu r e .   Are  you  willing
to  do  so?”

“I a m,  sir.”

“You a r e  di sch a r g e d  fro m  co nfine m e n t  t h e n ,  a n d
will a t  onc e  r e t u r n  to  you r  d u ty,” r e plied  Mr.
Lowing to n,  u po n  w ho m  S h uffles  did  no t  ven t u r e  to  in t r u d e
his  ex t r e m ely p e ni t e n tial  s to ry.  “To w hich
w a t c h  do  you  b elon g?”

“To t h e  po r t  w a tc h,  fir s t  p a r t ,  sir.”

“It  will b e  on  d eck  d u ring  t h e  fir s t  h alf of
t h e  mid  w a t c h,  fro m  t w elve  till t wo,” a d d e d
t h e  p rincip al, a s  h e  c a m e  ou t  of t h e  b rig.

Mr. Lowing ton  m a d e  no  p a r a d e  of w h a t  h e  h a d  don e.  
H e  n ev e r  s u bjec t e d  a ny s t u d e n t  to  u n n ec e s s a ry  h u milia tion.  
H e  indulg e d  in no  r e p ro ac h e s ,  a n d  p r e a c h e d  no  s e r m o ns.  
H e  w e n t  on  d eck, in t e n ding  to  le ave  t h e  c ulp ri t  to
t h e  influe nc e  of t h e  b e t t e r  t ho u g h t s  w hic h  h e  hop e d
a n d  b elieve d  h a d  b e e n  kindle d  in his  mi n d  by t h e  eve n t s
of t h e  d ay.  Mr. Agne a u  r e m ain e d  a  m o m e n t  to  give
a  final a d m o ni tion  to  t h e  p e ni t e n t ,  a s  h e  r e g a r d e d
hi m, a n d  t h e n  w e n t  to  his  c a bin.

“Are  you  going  to  t u r n  in, S h uffles?”
a sk e d  Wilton.

“Not  ye t.   Are  t h e r e  a ny of ou r  fellows
b elow?”

“Ple n ty of t h e m.”

“Ou r  fellows” w a s  a  t e r m  a p plied  to  t h a t
po r tion  of t h e  c r e w  w ho  w e r e  u n d e r s tood  to  b e  r e a dy
for  a ny sc r a p e  w hich  mig h t  b e  s u g g e s t e d.   S h uffles
h a d  coine d  t h e  exp r e s sion  hi m s elf, w hile  a t  t h e  Brockw ay
Aca d e my, a n d  in t rod uc e d  it  on  bo a r d  t h e  s hip.  
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Withou t  conc e al m e n t  o r  p allia tion,  t h ey w e r e  b a d  boys.  
By t h e  discipline  of t h e  s hip  t h ey  w e r e  ke p t  in good
or d er, a n d  co m p elled  to  p e rfo r m  t h ei r  d u tie s.

As in eve ry  co m m u ni ty of m e n  o r  boys, w h e r e  p e r so n s
of kind r e d  t a s t e s  find  e a c h  o t h e r  ou t ,  t h e  b a d  boys
in t h e  Young  Ame ric a  h a d  discove r e d  t hos e  of like
t e n d e n cies ,  a n d  a  bo n d  of sy m p a t hy a n d  a s soci a tion
h a d  b e e n  e s t a blish e d  a m o n g  t h e m.   They kn e w  a n d
w e r e  know n  of e a c h  o t h er.
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On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d,  i t is e q u ally t r u e ,  t h a t  t h e r e
w a s  a  bon d  of sy m p a t hy a n d  a s socia tion  a m o n g  t h e  good
boys,  a s  t h e r e  is a m o n g  good  m e n.   If a  good  m a n
wish es  to  e s t a blish  a  d aily p r ay e r  m e e tin g,  h e  do es
no t  a p ply to  t h e  in t e m p e r a t e ,  t h e  p rofa n e  s w e a r e r s ,
a n d  t h e  S a b b a t h  b r e ak e r s  of his  n eig h bo r hood  for  h elp;
t h e r e  is a  m a g n e tis m  a m o n g  m e n  w hich  le a ds  him  to
t h e  rig h t  p e r son s.   If a  b a d  m a n  in t e n d s  to  g e t
u p  a  m o b,  a  r affle,  o r  a  c a ro us al, h e  do es  no t  s e ek
a s si s t a nc e  a m o n g  t hos e  w ho  go  to  c h u r c h  eve ry  S u n d ay,
a n d  r ef r ain  fro m  evil p r a c tice s,  e i t h e r  fro m  p rinciple
o r  policy.  H e  m a k e s  no  mis t ak es  of t his  kind.

In  eve ry co m m u ni ty, p e r h a p s  on e  fou r t h  of t h e  w hole
n u m b e r  a r e  posi tively good,  a n d  on e  fou r t h  posi tively
b a d,  w hile  t h e  r e m aining  t wo  fou r t h s  a r e  m o r e  o r  les s
good  o r  m o r e  o r  less  b a d ,  floa ting  u n d e cid e d  b e t w e e n
t h e  t wo  poles  of t h e  m o r al  m a g n e t ,  so m e ti m es  d r a w n
on e  w ay, a n d  so m e ti m e s  t h e  o t h er.

The  Young  Ame ric a  w a s  a  wo rld  in  h e r s elf, a n d  t h e
m o r al  co m position  of h e r  p eo ple  w a s  si mila r  to  t h a t
of co m m u ni ties  on  a  la r g e r  sc ale.   S h e  h a d  all
t h e  el e m e n t s  of good  a n d  evil on  bo a r d.   On e  fou r t h
of t h e  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  do u b tl e s s  high-min d e d,  m o r al
youn g  m e n ,  h aving  fixed  p rinciples,  a n d  b ein g  willing
to  m a k e  g r e a t  s a c rifice s  r a t h e r  t h a n  do  w ro n g.  
As good  b e h avior, a s  w ell a s  p roficiency in t h e  s t u dies,
w a s  a n  el e m e n t  of s ucc es s  in t h e  s hip,  a  la r g e  p ro po r tion
of t h e  posi tively good  boys  w e r e  in t h e  af t e r  c a bin.

Anot h e r  fou r t h  of t h e  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  r eckles s  a n d  u n p rinciple d,
wi th  no  r e s p e c t  for  a u t ho ri ty, exc e p t  so  fa r  a s  it
w a s  p u r c h a s e d  by fea r  of p u nis h m e n t  o r  ho p e  of r e w a r d .  
Occ asion ally on e  of t his  cla s s  wo rk e d  hi s  w ay into
t h e  c a bin  by s u p e rio r  n a t u r al  a bili ty, a n d  a  s p a s m o dic
a t t e m p t  to  b e t t e r  his  con di tion  on  bo a r d .

The  r e s t  of t h e  s hip’s co m p a ny b elon g e d  to  t h e
ind efini t e,  u n d e cide d  cla s s,  floa ting  m o r e  o r  les s
dis t a n t  fro m  t h e  posi tive  el e m e n t s  of good  o r  evil. 
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They w e r e  no t  b a d  boys,  for, wi th  p ro p e r  influe nc e s,
t h ey  could  b e ,  a n d  w e r e ,  k e p t  fro m  evil w ays.  
They w e r e  no t  good  boys  on  p rinciple,  for  t h ey  could
b e  led  a w ay in p a t h s  of e r ror.

“Ou r  fellows” w e r e  t h e  posi tively b a d
boys  of t h e  floa ting  a c a d e my; a n d  t h ey exis t e d  in
no  g r e a t e r  p ro po r tion  in t h e  s hip’s co m p a ny t h a n
in t h e  co m m u ni ties  of t h e  g r e a t  wo rld.   To t his
cla s s  b elong e d  S h uffles,  Wilton,  Mo n ro e,  a n d  o t h e r s .  
To t h e  posi tively good  boys  b elon g e d  Gordo n,  Kend all,
M a r tyn,  a n d  o t h e r s—no t  all of t h e m  in t h e
af t e r  c a bin,  by a ny m e a n s.

S h uffles  a n d  Wilton  w alke d  forw a r d  to  find  so m e  of
t h e s e  kind r e d  s pi ri t s .   They s e e m e d  to  know  jus t
w h e r e  to  look for  t h e m,  for  t h ey  t u r n e d  in a t  Ga n g w ay
D. Ove r  e a c h  of t h e  six p a s s a g e s  fro m  w hich  t h e  m e s s
roo m s  op e n e d,  a  lan t e r n  w a s  s u s p e n d e d,  b e sid e s  fou r
m o r e  in t h e  mid dle  of t h e  s t e e r a g e .   I t  w a s  ligh t
e no u g h,  t h e r efo r e,  in t h e  roo m s  for  t h ei r  occu p a n t s
to  r e a d  co a r s e  p rin t .

In  t h e  low e r  b e r t h s  of m e s s  roo m  No. 8  lay t wo  s t u d e n t s,
w hile  a no t h e r  s a t  on  a  s tool b e t w e e n  t h e m.   Thei r
occ u p a tion  w a s  s ufficie n t  evid e nc e  t h a t  t h ey  b elon g e d
to  “ou r  fellows,” for  t h ey w e r e  s h aking
p ro ps  for  m o n ey, on  a  s tool b e t w e e n  t h e  b u nks.  
As S h uffles  a n d  Wilton  a p p ro ac h e d,  t h ey  picke d  u p
t h e  p ro p s  a n d  t h e  s t ak e s,  a n d  d r e w  b a ck  in to  t h ei r
b e d s.

169



Page 74

“It’s S h uffles,” s aid  P hilip  S a n bo r n.  
“How did  you  g e t  ou t?”

“Work e d  ou t ,” r e plie d  S h uffles,  g ayly.

“You do n’t m e a n  to  s ay  you  b roke  jail?”

“No; t h a t  wo uld  h av e  b e e n  too  m u c h  t rou ble.  
The r e  w a s  a n  e a si e r  w ay, a n d  I took t h a t .”

“How w a s  it?”

“Why, I sof t-s a w d e r e d  t h e  p a r so n,  a n d  h e  soft-s a w d e r e d
Lowing to n.”

“It’s all r ig h t;  go  a h e a d  wi th  t h e  g a m e,”
s aid  Lynch,  a s  h e  p rod uc e d  t h e  p ro ps  a g ain.

S a n bo r n  pl ac e d  t h e  m o n ey on  t h e  s tool, consis ting
of t wo  q u a r t e r s  in  fr ac tion al cu r r e n cy.  Lynch
s hook t h e  p rop s,  a n d  d rop p e d  t h e m  on  t h e  s tool.

“A nick!” exclaim e d  h e ,  s n a t c hin g  t h e
m o n ey.  “I’ll go  you a  h alf now.”

“H alf it  is,” r e plied  S a n bo r n ,  a s  h e  pl ac e d
t h e  r e q uisi t e  s u m  on  t h e  m o n ey t h e  o th e r  laid  dow n.

Lynch  r a t t l e d  t h e  p rop s,  a n d  t h r e w  t h e m  dow n  a g ain.

“A b ro w n e r!” c ri ed  h e ,  in t e ns ely exci t e d,
a s  h e  s eize d  t h e  m o n ey wit h  e a g e r  h a n d.

“Don’t t alk so  loud,  you  fool!”
a d d e d  S a n bo r n .   “The  fellows  a r e  a sl e e p
a bove  u s,  a n d  you  will w a k e  t h e m  u p.   I’ll
go  you  a  h alf a g ain.”

“H alf it  is!” r e plied  Lynch,  in  a  w hisp er,
a s  h e  s hook a g ain.
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“An ou t!” s aid  S a n bo r n ,  picking  u p  t h e
m o n ey.

“Thr e e  b ells!  Dry u p!” in t e r pos e d
Wilton.   “One  of t h e  office r s  of t h e  d e ck
will b e  dow n  in a  mi n u t e .”

The  you n g  g a m ble r s  p u t  a w ay t h e  imple m e n t s,  a n d  d r e w
b ack  in to  t h ei r  b e r t h s  u n til t h e  insp e c ting  office r
h a d  looke d  in to  t h e  roo m.   Wh e n  t h e  m a s t e r  h a d
go n e  on  d e ck  a g ain,  t h e  pl ay w a s  r e s u m e d,  a n d  S h uffles
a n d  Wilton  w a tc h e d  it  wi th  d e e p  in t e r e s t .

Ga m bling  w a s  a  n e w  t hing  on  bo a r d  t h e  Young  Ame rica .  
I t  h a d  no t  b e e n  p r a c tise d  a t  all in  t h e  p r e c e ding
ye ar, h aving  b e e n  in t ro d uc e d  by S h uffles  a n d  Mo n ro e,
w ho  h a d  visi t e d  a  p ro p  s aloon  in t h e  ci ty w h e r e  t h ey
r e sid e d,  d u rin g  t h ei r  la t e  fu rloug h.   E ac h  of t h e m
h a d  b ro u g h t  a  s e t  of p ro p s  on  bo a r d ,  wi th  w hich  t h ey
in t e n d e d  to  a m u s e  t h e m s elves  d u ring  t h e  voya g e.  
As ye t,  t h e  p r ac tice  w a s  confine d  to  a  few of “ou r
fellows;” b u t  t h e  c r e w  in t h e  s t e e r a g e  w e r e  c e r t ainly
in ve ry g r e a t  d a n g e r  of b ein g  c a r ri e d  a w ay by t h e
p a s sion  for  g a min g,  for  it  w a s  s p r e a ding  r a pidly.

The  p ro p-s h akin g  w a s  c a r rie d  on  in  t h e  m e s s  roo m s,
w hile  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  off d u ty.  S h uffles  h a d
playe d  wi th  h alf a  doze n  boys  t h e  nigh t  b efo re;  S a n bo r n
a n d  Lynch  h a d  b e e n  e n g a g e d  in t h e  g a m e  sinc e  t h e  fir s t
w a t c h  w a s  s e t ,  a n d  a no t h e r  p a r ty h a d  b e e n  e m ployed
in t h e  s a m e  m a n n e r  in a no t h e r  r oo m.   All of t h e
boys  w e r e  s u p plied  wi th  m o n ey in consid e r a ble  s u m s,
g e n e r ally in  sove r eign s  a n d  h alf sove r eig ns,  for  u s e
w h e n  t h ey r e a c h e d  Eu ro p e.   I t  w a s  c h a n ging  h a n d s
now, t ho u g h  no  on e  h a d  a s  ye t  b e e n  p a r ticula rly lucky.

“H ave  a  g a m e,  S h uffles?” s aid  Lync h,  w h e n
S a n bo r n  d e cla r e d  t h a t  h e  h a d  no  m o n ey left  b u t  gold.

“No,” r e plied  S h uffles,  “I s h all
no t  pl ay a ny m o r e.”

“Why no t?”

“I h ave n’t  tim e;  a n d  I don’t  w a n t
to  b e co m e  too  fond  of it.”
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“H ave n’t tim e!” exclaim e d  Lync h.

“No; I’ve go t  a  big  job  on  my h a n d s.”

“Wh a t’s t h a t?”

“M aking  a  c h ain.”

“M aking  a  w h a t?”

“M aking  a  c h ain.”

“A w a tc h  c h ain?”

“I t hink  it  will b e  a  w a tc h  c h ain; b u t  I’ll
t ell you  a bo u t  it  w h e n  w e  a r e  alon e.   Do you  u n d e r s t a n d?”

“No, I do n’t.”

“Keep  s till t h e n.”

S h uffles  t u r n e d  in, a n d  t h e  o t h e r s  follow e d  his  ex a m ple.  
H e  did  no t  sle e p,  if t h ey  did,  for  his  soul w a s  full
of r a g e  a n d  m alice.   H e  w a s  s t u dying  u p  t h e  m e a n s
of r ev e n g e;  a n d  h e  h a d  m a t u r e d  a  p rojec t ,  so  foolha r dy
t h a t  it w a s  ridiculous,  a n d  his  min d  w a s  fully occ u pied
wi th  it.

At t w elve  o’clock h e  w a s  c alled  to  t ak e  his
pl ac e  wi t h  t h e  fi r s t  p a r t  of t h e  po r t  w a t c h  on  d eck. 
Belon ging  to  e a c h  q u a r t e r  w a tc h,  t h e r e  w e r e  five  p e t ty
office r s,  fou r  of w ho m  w e r e  to  c all t h e  po r tion  of
t h e  c r e w  w ho  w e r e  to  r elieve  t hos e  on  d u ty.  S h uffles
w a s  c alle d  by  on e  of t h e s e .

The  wind  w a s  fre s h e nin g  w h e n  h e  w e n t  on  d eck,  a n d
t h e  s hip  w a s  going  r a pidly t h ro u g h  t h e  w a t er. 
At t h e  las t  h e aving  of t h e  log  s h e  w a s  m a kin g  el eve n
knot s,  wi th  h e r  s t u d din g  s ails  s till s e t .   Mr.
Fluxion  c a m e  on  d eck  a t  eig h t  b ells.
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Wilton, S a n bo r n ,  a n d  Adle r  w e r e  in  t h e  w a t c h  wi th
S h uffles,  a n d  t h e  m alcon t e n t  los t  no t  a  m o m e n t  in
p u s hing  forw a r d  t h e  sc h e m e  h e  h a d  m a t u r e d .   Fo r t u n a t ely
o r  u nfo r t u n a t ely, h e  w a s  pl ac e d  on  t h e  lookou t  wit h
Wilton,  a n d  t h e  solit ud e  of t h e  top-g alla n t  for ec a s tl e
affor d e d  t h e m  a  good  op po r t u ni ty for  t h e  confe r e nc e .

CHAPTER XI.

THE GAMBLERS IN NO. 8.

“It’s co ming  on  to  blow,” s aid  Wilton,
a s  t h e  lookou t s  took t h ei r  s t a tions  on  t h e  top-g alla n t
for ec a s tl e.

“I do n’t  t hink  it  will blow m u c h;  it is
only fre s h e nin g  a  lit tle,” r e plie d  S h uffles.

“Now, w h a t  a bo u t  t h e  m u tiny?” d e m a n d e d
Wilton,  imp a tie n tly, af t e r  h e  h a d  b e co m e  m o r e  a cc u s to m e d
to  t h e  d a s h  of t h e  s e a  u n d e r  t h e  bow s  of t h e  s hip.

“Don’t c all it by t h a t  n a m e,” r e plied
S h uffles,  e a r n e s tly.  “N eve r  u s e  t h a t  wor d
a g ain.”

“Th a t’s w h a t  you  m e a n—isn’t
it?  You mig h t  a s  w ell c all t hings  by t h ei r  r ig h t
n a m e s.”

“It’s a n  u gly wo rd ,  a n d  if a ny on e  s ho uld
h a p p e n  to  h e a r  it, t h ei r  a t t e n tion  wo uld  b e  a t t r a c t e d
a t  onc e .   We m u s n’t  g e t  in  t h e  h a bi t  of
u sing  it.”

“I do n’t  know w h a t  you  a r e  going  to  do
ye t,” a d d e d  Wilton.

“It’s a  big  job; b u t  I m e a n  to  p u t  it
t h ro u g h,  eve n  if I a m  s u r e  of failu r e .”

“Wh a t’s t h e  u s e  of doing  t h a t?   Do
you  w a n t  to  g e t  t h e  fellows  in to  a  sc r a p e  for  no t hing?”
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“The r e  will b e  no  failu r e,  Wilton; you  m ay  d e p e n d
u po n  t h a t .   The r e  will b e  a  ro w  on  bo a r d  wi thin
a  d ay o r  t wo,  a n d,  if I mi s t ak e  no t ,  n e a r ly all t h e
fellows  will b e  so  m a d  t h a t  t h ey  will w a n t  to  join
u s .”

“Wh a t  ro w?”

“Do you  know  t h e  r e a so n  w hy I wo uld n’t
s h ak e  p ro ps  t his  ev e ning?”

“I’m s u r e  I don’t.”
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“Lowing to n  h a s  foun d  ou t  w h a t  is going  on  in
t h e  roo m s.”

“H e  h a s n’t,  t ho u g h!”

“Yes, h e  h a s .”

“How do  you  know?”

“Wh a t  od ds  do e s  it  m a k e  how  I know?” a n s w e r e d
S h uffles,  imp a ti e n tly, for  Wilton  w a s  m u c h  too  inq uisi tive
to  s ui t  his  p u r pos e s .   “I t alke d  wit h  t h e
c h a plain  h alf a n  ho u r  to-nigh t.   Whe n  h e  w e n t  to
my  b e r t h  af t e r  t h e  wine ,  I r a t h e r  t hink  h e  h e a r d  t h e
r a t tl e  of t h e  p ro p s.   At a ny r a t e  t h e  w hole  t hing
will b e  b roke n  u p  to-m o r ro w  o r  n ex t  d ay.”

“I do n’t  s e e  ho w  t h a t  will m a k e  a  row. 
N o t  m o r e  t h a n  a  doze n  fellows  h av e  pl aye d  a ny; a n d
t h ey wo n’t t hink  of m a kin g  a  row  a bo u t  t h a t .”

“You s e e!” a d d e d  S h uffles,  confide n tly.

“Ug h!” exclaim e d  Wilton,  a s  a  cloud  of
s p r ay  d a s h e d  ove r  t h e  bow, a n d  d r e nc h e d  t h e  lookou t;
b u t  t h ey wo r e  t h ei r  p e a-jacke t s,  a n d  s uc h  a n  occ u r r e nc e
w a s  to  b e  exp ec t e d  a t  s e a .

“St a n d  by to  t ak e  in s t u d din g  s ails!”
s ho u t e d  Pa ul Kend all, w ho  w a s  t h e  office r  of t h e  d e ck;
a n d  t h e  o r d e r  w a s  r e p e a t e d  by his  s u bo r din a t e s  in
t h e  w ais t  a n d  on  t h e  for ec a s tle .

“We m u s t  go,” s aid  Wilton; a n d  t h ey d e s c e n d e d
fro m  t h ei r  posi tion.

The  wind  h a d  con tinu e d  to  fre s h e n,  u n til t h e  s hip
labo r e d  so m e w h a t  u n d e r  h e r  h e avy p r e s s  of c a nv as.  
I t  w a s  t h e  policy of t h e  p r incip al to  go  a s  e a sily
a n d  co mfo r t a bly a s  possible,  a n d  h e  h a d  di r e c t e d  Mr.
Fluxion, if t h e  win d  con tinu e d  to  inc r e a s e ,  to  h ave
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t h e  s ail r e d u c e d,  t ho u g h  n ei th e r  t h e  s afe ty of t h e
s hip  no r  of t h e  s p a r s  a b solu t ely r e q ui r e d  s uc h  a  s t e p.  
The  q u a r t e r  w a t c h  on  d eck  w a s  s ufficien t  to  p e rfo r m
t his  labor.

“Lay aloft,  for e top m e n!” s aid  t h e  s e co n d
lieu t e n a n t;  a n d  t hos e  of t h e  w a t c h  w ho  h a d  t h ei r  s t a tions
in t h e  for e  rig ging  s p r a n g  u p  t h e  s h ro u ds.   “St a n d
by t h e  h alya r d  of t h e  top-g alla n t  s t u d ding  s ails! 
M a n  t h e  t a cks  a n d  s h e e t s!”

“All r e a dy, sir,” r e po r t e d  t h e  s eco n d
mids hip m a n,  w ho  w a s  in t h e  for e top,  s u p e rin t e n din g
t h e  op e r a t ion.

“Lowe r  on  t h e  h alya r d s!   E a s e  off t h e  t acks,
a n d  h a ul  on  t h e  s h e e t !”

The  two  top-g alla n t  s t u d din g-s ails  w e r e  t h u s  b ro u g h t
in to  t h e  top,  w h e r e  t h ey  w e r e  m a d e  u p.   The  for e-top m a s t
a n d  t h e  low e r  s t u d ding  s ails  w e r e  t ak e n  in  by  a  si mila r
ro u tin e,  a n d  t h e  Young  Ame rica  t h e n  m ove d  alon g  less
fu riously t h ro u g h  t h e  w a t er.

“Now  a bo u t  t h e  c h ain,” s aid  Wilton,  w h e n
t h e  lookou t s  h a d  r e t u r n e d  to  t h ei r  s t a tions.

“Le t  m e  s e e;  w h e r e  did  I le ave  off?” r e plied
S h uffles.

“You s aid  t h e r e  w a s  to  b e  a  ro w; w hich  I don’t
b elieve.”

“I m ay b e  mis t ak e n  a bo u t  t h a t ;  if I a m,  t h e
job  will b e  all t h e  m o r e  difficul t .   Lowing to n
h a s  go t  u s  ou t  to  s e a  now, a n d,  in my opinion, h e
m e a n s  to  s h ak e  u s  u p.   H e  is a  ty r a n t  a t  h e a r t ,
a n d  h e  will c a r ry  i t wi th  a  high  h a n d.   I h a t e
t h e  m a n!” a d d e d  S h uffles,  wi th  s ava g e  e a r n e s t n e s s.

“You m ay, b u t  t h e  fellows  do n’t  g e n e r ally.”

“They will a s  soon  a s  h e  b e gins  to  p u t  t h e  t wis t e r s
on  t h e m.   You won’t  h e a r  him  s ay, ‘If
you  ple a s e ,  you n g  g e n tle m e n,’ now  t h a t  w e  a r e
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in  blu e  w a t er.  You know  ho w  s ava g e  h e  w a s  wi t h
m e.”
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“Well, b u t  you  w e r e  disob e die n t .   You told
hi m, u p  a n d  dow n,  you  wouldn’t do  w h a t  h e  o rd e r e d
you  to  do.”

“No m a t t e r  for  t h a t .   You h a d  a  c h a n c e  to
s e e  t h e  s pi ri t  of t h e  m a n.   H e  w a s  a  p e rfec t  d e mo n.  
H e  p u t  m e  in i rons!” exclai m e d  S h uffles,  s t ill
g ro a ning  u n d e r  t his  indigni ty.  “I h av e  b e e n
ins ult e d  a n d  ou t r a g e d,  a n d  I will t e a c h  hi m  t h a t  Bob
S h uffles  is no t  to  b e  t r e a t e d  in  t h a t  m a n n e r!  
I will b e  r ev e n g e d  u po n  hi m,  if it cos t s  m e  my life.”

“The  fellows  won’t  go  in to  a ny s uc h  d e s p e r a t e
g a m e  a s  t h a t ,” r e plied  Wilton,  c a u tiously.

“But  t h e r e  will b e  fun  in t h e  t hin g,”
a d d e d  t h e  m alcon t e n t ,  sof t e ning  his  ton e .   “We
s h all h ave  t h e  s hip  all to  ou r s elves .   We n e e d n’t
t r ou ble  ou r s elves  a ny t hing  a bo u t  La tin  a n d  Gre ek,
a n d  t rigono m e t ry  a n d  alg e b r a .   We s h all go  in
for  a  good  tim e  g e n e r ally.”

“It  is all m oo ns hin e;  it c a n’t  b e  do n e.  
Wh a t’s t h e  u s e  of t alking  a bo u t  s uc h  a  t hin g?”
s aid  Wilton.

“It  c a n  b e  do n e,  a n d  it  s h all b e ,” r e plie d
S h uffles,  s t a m pin g  his  foot  on  t h e  d e ck.

“How?”

“I a m  no t  q ui t e  r e a dy to  t ell you  ye t .”

“Very w ell; I do n’t w a n t  to  know a ny t hin g
m o r e  a bo u t  i t,” a n s w e r e d  t h e  timid  cons pi r a tor,
w ho  w a s  al mos t  disg u s t e d  a t  t h e  foolha r din e ss  of t h e
pla n.

“I c a n  g e t  alon g  wi tho u t  you,” a d d e d  S h uffles,
wi th  a s s u m e d  indiffe r e nc e .
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“I would  r a t h e r  h ave  you  do  so.”

“All r ig h t;  b u t  you  will w a n t  to  co m e  in w h e n
w e  h ave  go t  alon g  a  lit tl e  fa r t h er.”

“Pe r h a p s  I s h all; if I do,  I s u p pos e  t h e  doo r
will b e  op e n  to  m e .”

“It  m ay  b e  op e n;  b u t  p e r h a p s  you  c a n’t
w alk in to  t h e  c a bin  t h e n.”

“Why no t?”

“Do you  s u p pos e  t h e  fellows  w ho  do  t h e  b u r d e n
of t h e  wo rk  a r e  going  to  b e  s h u t  ou t  of t h e  c a bin?  
If you  join a t  t h e  el eve n t h  ho ur, you will h ave  to
b e  w h a t  you  a r e  no w—a  for e m a s t  h a n d.”

“Wh a t  c a n  I b e  if I join now?”

“S econ d  o r  t hi r d  officer.”

“Who will b e  fir s t .”

“I c a n’t  m e n tion  his  n a m e  ye t.   H e
b elon gs  in t h e  c a bin  now.”

“You do n’t m e a n  so!” s aid  Wilton,
a s tonish e d  to  lea r n  t h a t  hi s  bold  co m p a nion  exp ec t e d
to  find  frien d s  a m o n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  office r s  of t h e
s hip.

“I know w h a t  I’m a bo u t ,” r e plie d
S h uffles,  confide n tly.

With  t hi s  info r m a tion  Wilton  t ho u g h t  m o r e  favor a bly
of t h e  m a d  e n t e r p ris e.   If it w a s  to  b e  a  win nin g
g a m e,  h e  wis h e d  to  h ave  a  p a r t  in i t; if a  losing
on e,  h e  d e si r e d  to  avoid  it.  The r e  w a s  so m e t hing
in t h e  d e cid e d  m a n n e r  of t h e  chief cons pi r a to r  w hic h
m a d e  a n  imp r e s sion  u po n  t his  do u b ting  mi n d.

“I do n’t  w a n t  to  go  in till I know  m o r e
a bo u t  it,” s aid  h e ,  af t e r  w alking  t wo  o r  t h r e e
ti m es  a c ross  t h e  to p-g allan t  for ec a s tl e.
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“You c a n’t  know a ny t hing  m o r e  a bo u t  it
u n til you h ave  b e e n  tog gle d,” r e plie d  S h uffles.

“Toggle d?” r e p e a t e d  t h e  sc e p tic,  cu riously.

“This  t hin g  is to  b e  w ell m a n a g e d,  Wilton.  
We s h all no t  u s e  a ny h a r d  wo r d s,  t h a t  ou t sid e r s  c a n
u n d e r s t a n d;  a n d  if a ny of t h e m  h a p p e n  to  h e a r  a nyt hing
t h a t  do n’t  conc e r n  t h e m,  t h ey will no t  know w h a t
it  m e a n s.   Will you  join, o r  no t?”
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“I will,” r e plied  Wilton,  d e s p e r a t ely.

The  s t r a n g e  wo r d s  w hich  S h uffles  u s e d,  a n d  t h e  confide nc e
h e  m a nifes t e d  in  t h e  s ucc e s s  of his  p rojec t ,  c a r rie d
t h e  h e si t a ting  lookou t  m a n.   H e  w a s  fascin a t e d
by t h e  “clap-t r a p”  w hich  t h e  lea d e r  of
“ou r  fellows” h a d  a do p t e d  to  h elp  alon g
his  sc h e m e,  for  it  p ro mis e d  to  affo rd  no  lit tl e  exci t e m e n t
d u ring  t h e  voya g e.

“Now  you  t alk like  a  m a n,  Wilton,” r e plied
S h uffles.   “You s h all b e  a  m e m b e r  of t h e
lea g u e  a t  onc e.”

“Wh a t’s t h e  le a g u e?”

“The  Ch ain  Lea g u e.”

“Upo n  my wor d,  S h uffles,  you  h ave  b e e n  r e a ding
yellow-cove r e d  novels  to  so m e  p u r pos e.”

“I did n’t g e t  t his  ide a  fro m  a  novel. 
I inve n t e d  it  mys elf.”

“The  Ch ain  Lea g u e!” r e p e a t e d  Wilton,  w ho
w a s  pl e a s e d  wi th  t h e  ti tle  of t h e  cons pi r a to r s.

“It  will b e  c alled  sim ply ‘The  Ch ain.’ 
I a m  t h e  fir s t  m e m b er, a n d  you  a r e  t h e  s eco n d;  o r
you  will b e  w h e n  you  h ave  b e e n  to g gle d.”

“Toggle d  a g ain!” laug h e d  Wilton.  
“Wh a t  do  you  m e a n?”

“Ini ti a t e d.”

“Go a h e a d,  t h e n.”

“Rep e a t  af t e r  m e .”

“Go on,” r e plied  Wilton,  d e e ply in t e r e s t e d
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in  t h e  p roc e e ding,  eve n  w hile  h e  w a s  a m u s e d  a t  it s
for m ali ty.

“I a m  a link  of  t h e  c hain .”

“I a m  a  link of t h e  c h ain,” r e p e a t e d  Wilton.

“I w ill ob ey  m y  s u p erior of ficers .”

“I will ob ey my s u p e rio r  office r s.”

“An d  I w ill r ev eal no n e  of  it s  s ecre t s .”

“And I will r eve al  no n e  of it s  s ec r e t s .”

“T his  I pro mis e ——”

“This  I p ro mis e——”

“On p e nal ty  of  falling  ov erboard  accide n tally .”

“On p e n al ty of w h a t?” d e m a n d e d  Wilton,
bo t h  p uzzled  a n d  t e r rified  by  t h e  mys t e rious  wo r ds .

“Rep e a t  t h e  wo r d s  af t e r  m e.   O n  p e n al ty,”
s aid  S h uffles,  s t e r nly.

“I know w h a t  t h e  wor ds  a r e ,  b u t  I’ll b e
h a n g e d  if I will r e p e a t  t h e m.   ‘Falling
ove r bo a r d  a ccid e n t ally!’ Wh a t  do e s  t h a t  m e a n?”

“It  m e a n s  t h a t ,  if you  b e t r ay  t h e  s e c r e t s  of
The  Ch ain,  you  mig h t  fall ove r bo a r d  a ccide n t ally,
so m e  d ay.”

“Th a t  is, you  wo uld  p u s h  m e  ove r  w h e n  no  on e
w a s  looking,” a d d e d  Wilton,  involun t a rily r e t r e a tin g
fro m  t h e  cons pi r a tor, w ho m,  for  t h e  m o m e n t,  h e  r e g a r d e d
a s  a  ve ry d a n g e ro us  co m p a nion.

“Th a t’s w h a t  t h e  wo r ds  m e a n,” r e plied
S h uffles,  coolly.

“H ave  I b e e n  to g gle d?” d e m a n d e d  Wilton.

“No; you  did n’t  r e p e a t  all t h e  wo r ds .”
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“The n  you  n e e d n’t  tog gle  m e  a ny m o r e .  
I’ve go t  e no u g h  of t his  t hing.”

“All r ig h t;  jus t  a s  you  s ay.  Bu t  I c a n
t ell you  t his,  my  d e a r  fellow? if you  s hould  w hisp e r
t h e  fir s t  wo r d  of w h a t  h a s  p a s s e d  b e t w e e n  u s  to-nig h t ,
you  mi g h t  fall ove r bo a r d,” con tinu e d  S h uffles,
s h a r ply, a s  h e  laid  his  h a n d  on  his  co m p a nion’s
s ho uld er.

Wilton  g r a s p e d  t h e  s h e e t  of t h e  for e-top m a s t  s t ays ail
w hich  w a s  t h e  n e a r e s t  r o p e  to  hi m,  a n d  h eld  on  a s
t hou g h  h e  w a s  t h e n  in  im min e n t  d a n g e r  of “falling
ove r bo a r d  a ccid e n t ally.”
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“I won’t  s ay a  wor d,” p ro t e s t e d
h e,  ve h e m e n tly; for  h e  did  no t  know  b u t  t h a t  S h uffles
w a s  wicke d  e no u g h  to  p u s h  hi m  in to  t h e  s e a .

“Wilton,  you a r e  a  fool!” a d d e d  t h e  di s a p poin t e d
con s pi r a tor, wi th  d e e p  di sg us t.   “Why didn’t
you  s ay  w h a t  I told  you?”

“I do n’t  w a n t  to  b e  bo u n d  in a ny s uc h
w ay a s  t h a t ,” r e plied  t h e  t e r rified  s t u d e n t .

“Don’t you  s e e  it  is only a  for m?”

“No, I do n’t; o r  if it  is, I do n’t
w a n t  a ny thing  to  do  wi t h  s uc h  for m s.   You wo n’t
g e t  a ny fellows  to  b e  tog gle d  in t h a t  w ay.”

“Yes, I s h all?  I s h all g e t  pl e n ty of t h e m.  
They a r e  no t  b a bie s,  like  you.”

“I’m no t  a  b a by.”

“Yes, you  a r e—a  g r e a t  c alf! 
Wh a t  a r e  you  af r aid  of?”

“I’m no t  af r aid; I did n’t t hink
you  m e a n t  to  h ave  a ny m u r d e r  in you r  Ch ain.”

“I do n’t; no  fellow will t hink  of s uc h
a  t hin g  a s  b e t r aying  on e  of t h e  s ec r e t s .”

“The n  w h a t’s t h e  u s e  of h aving  s uc h  a
p e n al ty?”

“It  will p r eve n t  a ny fellow fro m  op e nin g  his
m o u t h  w h e n  h e  oug h t  to  ke e p  it s h u t .”

“I do n’t  w a n t  a ny thing  to  do  wi th  a  conc e r n
t h a t  m e a n s  m u r d er.  I’m no t  a ny b e t t e r  t h a n
I s hould  b e ,  b u t  I’m too  good  for  t h a t .”
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“Sui t  you r s elf; b u t  r e m e m b er, if you  s hould
h a p p e n  to  s ay  a  wo r d ,  you  will fall ove r bo a r d  a ccid e n t ally,
so m e  nigh t  w h e n  you  a r e  on  t h e  lookou t ,  o r  ou t  on
t h e  ya r d-a r m.”

“Two b ells,” s aid  Wilton,  g r e a tly r elieve d
to  h e a r  t h e m,  for  h e  did  no t  like  to  s t a n d  a ny long e r
on  t h e  top-g alla n t  for ec a s tl e,  w h e r e  t h e r e  w a s  no
r ailing,  wi th  s uc h  a  d a n g e ro us  fellow a s  S h uffles  p roved
to  b e .

Two o th e r  m e m b e r s  of t h e  w a tc h  w e r e  s e n t  forw a r d  to
t ak e  t h ei r  pl ac e s.   Wilton  a n d  S h uffles  w e n t  dow n
a n d  mi ngle d  wi th  t h ei r  s hip m a t e s ,  w ho  w e r e  t alking
a bo u t  w h a t  t h ey  s hould  do  a n d  w h a t  t h ey s ho uld  s e e
in Ir ela n d,  w h e r e  t h e  s hip  wo uld  fir s t  m a k e  a  h a r bor. 
Wilton  b r e a t h e d  e a si er, a n d  t h e  topic w a s  a  m o r e  a g r e e a ble
on e  t h a n  t h e  d a rk  a n d  t e r rible  m a t t e r  w hic h  h a d  b e e n
u n d e r  disc us sion  on  t h e  top-g allan t  for e c a s tl e.

S h uffles  w a s  dis a p poin t e d  by  t h e  sc r u ple s  of his  g e n e r ally
u n s c r u p ulous  co m p a nion.   H e  r e g a r d e d  t h e  m a c hine ry
of t h e  plo t,  t h e  cl ap-t r a p  of t h e  s e c r e t  le a g u e,  a s
d ecide dly a t t r ac tive; a n d  h e  d e p e n d e d  la rg ely u po n
it  to  influe nc e  his  co m p a nions.   Thou g h  h e  claim e d
t h a t  his  pl a n  w a s  o riginal, it  w a s  s u g g e s t e d  by a
s ec r e t  politic al o r g a niza tion  in E u ro p e,  of w hic h
h e  h a d  r e a d  in a  p a m p hle t;  a n d  t h e  ide a  h a d  do u b tle s s
b e e n  m o dified  by hi s  m o r e  ex t e nsive  r e a din gs  in t h e
d e p a r t m e n t  of fiction,  in  w hich  mid nig h t  jun tos  laid
ou t  r o b b e ry, t r e a s on,  a n d  m u r d e r;  Vene tia n  t al es  in
w hich  b r avos,  a s s a s sins,  a n d  d e c aye d  p rinc e s  in dis g uis e
la rg ely figu r e d;  in w hich  mys t e rious  p a s s wo r d s  op e n e d
mys t e rious  d u n g eo ns  b e n e a t h  r uin e d  c a s tle s;  in  w hich
b r avo m e t  b r avo, a n d  kn e w  hi m  by so m e  mys t e rious  sig n,
o r  c a b alis tic  wo r d.
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S h uffles  h a d  a  t a s t e  for  t h e s e  t hings ,  a n d  ou t  of
his  lively im a gin a tion  h e  h a d  coine d  a  simila r  a s soci a tion
to  b e  r e c r ui t e d  fro m  t h e  c r e w  of t h e  Young  Ame rica,
w hich  w a s  to  r e d r e s s  fancie d  w ro n gs,  a n d  eve n  t ak e
t h e  s hip  ou t  of t h e  h a n d s  of t h e  p rincip al.  H e
could  t hink  of no t hing  b u t  t his  b rillian t  e n t e r p ris e;
a n d  w hile  hi s  s hip m a t e s  w e r e  t alking  of t h e  fu tu r e ,
a n d  indulging  in t h e  old  s al ts’ voca tion  of “spinning
ya r ns ,” h e  w a s  b u sy m a t u rin g  t h e  d e t ails  of
“The  Ch ain  Lea g u e.”  H e  did  no t ,  for
r e a son s  b e s t  know n  to  hi ms elf a t t e m p t  to  m a k e  a ny m o r e
p ros elyt es  t h a t  nig h t .

The  s hip  con tinu e d  to  go  alon g  e a sily on  h e r  cou r s e
till m o r ning.   I t  w a s  a  cle a r  nig h t ,  a n d  t hou g h
t h e  win d  w a s  fr es h,  t h e  s e a  w a s  no t  r o u g h,  a n d  t h e
Young  Ame rica  b e h ave d  ve ry h a n d so m ely.  The  p ro g r a m m e
for  t h e  w a tc h e s  w a s  c a r ri e d  ou t  to  t h e  le t t er, b u t
on  t h e  fir s t  nig h t  ou t ,  t h e  boys  w e r e  too  m u c h  excit e d
by t h e  novel ty of t h e  si t u a tion  to  b e  a ble  to  sle e p
m u c h.

At eig h t  b ells  in t h e  m o r ning,  af t e r  t h e  po r t  w a tc h
h a d  b r e akfa s t e d ,  all t h e  s t u d e n t s  off d u ty a t t e n d e d
p r aye r s .   The n  t h e  s t a r bo a r d  w a t c h  h a d  t h ei r  m o r ning
m e al, af t e r  w hich  all h a n d s  w e r e  pipe d  to  m u s t er.

Mr. Lowing ton  m o u n t e d  t h e  h a t c h,  a n d  it w a s  u n d e r s tood
t h a t  t h e  c a s e  of discipline  w hich  h a d  co m e  u p  t h e
d ay b efo r e  w a s  to  b e  s e t tl ed  now.

“Sh uffles!” c alled  t h e  p rincip al.

The  culp ri t  c a m e  forw a r d.

“Are  you  s till of t h e  s a m e  min d  a s  w h e n  I s a w
you  las t  eve nin g?” con tinu e d  Mr. Lowing to n.

“I a m,  sir,” r e plied  S h uffles,  wi th  a
b eco min g  exhibi tion  of m e ek n e s s .
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“You will s t e p  u po n  t h e  h a t c h,  t h e n .”

S h uffles  took posi tion  by  t h e  side  of t h e  p rincip al.

“You will r e p e a t  af t e r  m e ,” a d d e d  Mr.
Lowing to n.

The  culp ri t  w as  s t a r tl ed  a t  t h e s e  wo r d s,  a n d  b e g a n
to  s u s p e c t  t h a t  Wilton  h a d  b e t r aye d  hi m  in s pi t e  of
his  fea r  of falling  ove r bo a r d  a ccid e n t ally.  I t
looke d  jus t  t h e n  a s  t ho u g h  t h e  p rincip al in t e n d e d  to
“tog gle” hi m.

“I a ck nowle d g e  t h a t  I h ave  don e  w ro n g,”
Mr. Lowing ton  con tin u e d.

S h uffles  r e p e a t e d  t h e  wo r d s,  h a p py to  find  t h a t  h e
w a s  no t  to  t ak e  t h e  obliga tion  of “The  Ch ain
Le a g u e.”

“And I will h e r e af t e r  e n d e avo r  to  do  my  d u ty
fai thfully.”

The  p ro mis e  w a s  r e p e a t e d  wi t h  t h e  lips,  b u t  of cou r s e
it  h a d  no  m e a nin g,  a n d  did  no t  r e a c h  t h e  h e a r t .

“Th a t  is all, S h uffles,” a d d e d  t h e  p rincip al.—“Youn g
g e n tl e m e n,  you  a r e  dis miss e d  fro m  m u s t er.”

This  w a s  c e r t ainly a  ve ry mild  a to n e m e n t  for  t h e  g r ave
offenc e  w hich  S h uffles  h a d  co m mit t e d,  a n d  t h e  leni ty
of t h e  p rincip al w a s  g e n e r ally co m m e n t e d  u po n  by t h e
boys.   The  s t a r bo a r d  w a t c h  w a s  pipe d  b elow to
s t u dy a n d  r e ci t e,  w hile  t h e  po r t  w a tc h  w e r e  to  b e  off
a n d  on  d u rin g  t h e  for e noon.   The  fir s t  p a r t  no w
h a d  t h e  d e ck,  w hile  t h e  s e con d  w a s  off d u ty, a n d  t h e
boys  b elon gin g  to  it  w e r e  p e r mit t e d  to  r e m ain  on  d e ck
o r  to  s p e n d  t h ei r  tim e  in t h e  m e s s  roo m s.   They
w e r e  no t  allow e d  to  ling e r  in  t h e  s t e e r a g e  w h e r e  t h e
r e ci t a tions  w e r e  going  on,  b u t  mig h t  p a s s  di r ec tly
t h ro u g h  on  t h ei r  w ay to  t h ei r  a p a r t m e n t s .
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At t e n  o’clock t h e  fir s t  p a r t  of t h e  po r t  w a t c h
w a s  r elieve d,  a n d  t h e  s eco n d  p a r t  w e n t  on  d u ty. 
S h uffles  a n d  Wilton  w e r e  a t  libe r ty now, b u t  t h e r e
a p p e a r e d  to  b e  a  coldn es s  b e t w e e n  t h e m,  a n d  Wilton
so u g h t  a no t h e r  co m p a nion  for  his  leisu r e  ho u r s.  
S a n bo r n  a n d  Adle r  b elon g e d  to  his  p a r t  of t h e  w a tc h,
a n d  h e  soon  joine d  t h e m.

“The r e  isn’t  m u c h  diffe r e n c e  b e t w e e n  b ein g
off d u ty a n d  b eing  on,” s aid  Adler, a s  t h ey
s e a t e d  t h e m s elves  on  t h e  m ain  h a t c h.

“The r e  will b e  a  diffe r e nc e  w h e n  w e  h ave  to
m a k e  a n d  t ak e  in  s ail eve ry h alf ho ur.  We h a d
a  big  job  t aking  in  t h e  s t u d din g  s ails  las t  nig h t .”

“They do n’t  d rive  t h e  s hip,” a d d e d
S a n bo r n.   “I s u p pos e  if w e  w e r e  a  m e r c h a n t m a n,
t h ey wo uld  c r a ck  on  all t h e  s ail s h e  wo uld  c a r ry.”

“Sh e  go e s  along  b e a u tifully,” s aid  Wilton.

“Sh e  w a s  only m a king  five  kno t s  t h e  las t  tim e
t h e  log  w a s  h e av e d.”

“And t h e  s e a  is a s  s moot h  a s  a  mill-po n d.  
We s h all no t  g e t  to  Qu e e n s tow n  for  t wo  m o n t h s  a t  t hi s
r a t e .”

“St a n d  by to  s e t  s t u d ding  s ails!” s hou t e d
Pelha m,  t h e  office r  of t h e  d eck.

“I won d e r e d  w hy t h ey did n’t do  t h a t  b efo r e,”
s aid  S a n bo r n.

The  for e  a n d  m ain  s t u d ding  s ails  w e r e  s e t ,  t wo  a t
a  ti m e,  by t h e  p a r t  of t h e  w a tc h  on  d u ty, t h e  win d
s till b eing  w ell af t .

“Wh a t  s h all w e  do?” a sk e d  Wilton,  wi th
a  long  yaw n,  af t e r  t h ey  h a d  w a tc h e d  t h e  op e r a tion
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of s e t ting  t h e  s t u d ding  s ails  for  a  tim e.   “This
is s t u pid  b usin e ss ,  a n d  I’m g e t ting  sl ee py.”

“Let  u s  go  b elow,” s u g g e s t e d  S a n bo r n.

“Wh a t  for?  The  p rofe sso r s  wo n’t  le t
you  s p e ak  ou t  loud  w hile  t h e  r eci t a tions  a r e  going
on,” a d d e d  Adler.

“We do n’t w a n t  to  s p e a k  ou t  loud.  
Wh a t  do  you s ay  to  s h akin g  a  li t tl e?” con tin u e d
Wilton.

“I’m wi th  you,” r e plied  Wilton.  
“Ca n  ei t h e r  of you  c h a n g e  m e  a  h alf sove r eig n?”

N ei t h e r  of t h e m  could,  b u t  t h ey w e r e  willing  to  t ak e
Wilton’s d u e  bills,  till his  inde b t e d n e s s  a m o u n t e d
to  t e n  s hillings.   The  boys  h a d  al r e a dy b e g u n
to  t alk t h e  lan g u a g e  of s t e rling  cu r r e ncy, a n d  m a ny
of t h e m  w e r e  s u p plied  wi t h  E n glish  silve r  coins  a s
w ell a s  gold.   The  t h r e e  boys  w e n t  dow n  a t  t h e
fore  h a t c h,  a n d  r e m oving  t h ei r  c a p s  a s  t h ey e n t e r e d
t h e  s t e e r a g e ,  w alke d  silen tly to  Ga n g w ay D, fro m  w hich
t h ey w e n t  in to m e s s  roo m  No.  8,  w hich  h a d  t h u s  fa r
b e e n  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  of t h e  g a m ble r s.   S e a tin g
t h e m s elves  on  t h e  s tools, t h ey u s e d  on e  of t h e  b e d s
a s  a  t a ble,  a n d  in a  few m o m e n t s  w e r e  d e e ply a b so r b e d
in t h e  exci ting  g a m e.   They s poke  in w his p e r s ,
a n d  w e r e  c a r eful no t  to  r a t t l e  t h e  p ro ps  too  loudly.

Afte r  t h ey h a d  pl aye d  a  few m o m e n t s ,  S h uffles  c a m e
in.  They invit e d  hi m  to  join t h e m  in t h e  pl ay,
b u t  h e  d ecline d,  a n d  soon  left  t h e  m e s s  roo m,  r e t u r nin g
to  t h e  d eck.   In  t h e  w ais t  h e  m e t  Paul Kend all,
w ho  w a s  t h e  office r  of hi s  w a tc h ,  a n d,  like  hi m,  w a s
off d u ty.  They h a d  g e n e r ally b e e n  on  good  t e r m s
w hile  in t h e  af t e r  c a bin  tog e t h er, for  t h e n  S h uffles
w a s  on  his  b e s t  b e h avior.

“How do  t hings  go  on  in t h e  af t e r  c a bin  now,
Kend all—I b e g  you r  p a r do n—Mr.
Kend all?” s aid  S h uffles,  in his  m o s t  g e n tl e m a nly
ton e s .
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“About  a s  u s u al, Mr. S h uffles,” r e plie d
Pa ul.

“I a m  no t  a  ‘mis t e r’ now,”
laug h e d  S h uffles.

“Well, it’s all t h e  s a m e  to  m e .   I
a m  so r ry you  a r e  no t  wi th  u s  now.”

“So a m  I,” a d d e d  S h uffles.   “I
did  no t  exp ec t  to  b e  on  bo a r d  t his  ye ar, o r  I s ho uld
h ave  b e e n  t h e r e  now.”

“You c a n  b e ,  n ex t  t e r m,  if you  like.”

“This  t hin g  yes t e r d ay h a s  r uin e d  all my  p ros p e c t s.”

“Th a t  w a s  r a t h e r  b a d.   I n ev e r  w a s  so  so r ry
for  a ny t hin g  in my life  b efo r e,” a n s w e r e d  Paul,
w a r mly.  “You a n d  I w e r e  alw ays  good  frie n ds
af t e r  w e  go t  w ell a c q u ain t e d,  t ho u g h  I did  vot e  for
a no t h e r  a t  t h e  el ec tion  a  ye a r  a go.”

“You did  w h a t  you  t ho u g h t  w a s  rig h t ,  a n d  I do n’t
bl a m e  you for  t h a t .   I a lw ays  did  my d u ty w h e n
I w a s  a n  officer.”

“Th a t  you  did,  S h uffles;  a n d  w e  alw ays  a g r e e d
firs t  r a t e .   Isn’t  it  a  lit tle  s t r a n g e  t h a t
I h ave  no t  lived  in t h e  s t e e r a g e  since  t h e  s hip’s
co m p a ny w e r e  o r g a nize d?”

“Th a t’s b e c a u s e  you  w e r e  alw ays  a  good
boy, a n d  a  s m a r t  sc holar.  I t hink  you  would  no t
like  it.”

“If it w a s n’t  for  losing  my r a nk,  I s ho uld
like  to  t ry  i t,” r e plied  Paul.  “I
s ho uld  like  to  g e t  b e t t e r  a c q u ain t e d  wi th  t h e  fellows.”

“You wo uldn’t  like  t h e m  in t h e  s t e e r a g e .  
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You wo uld  s e e  a  g r e a t  m a ny  t hings  t h e r e  w hich  you
n eve r  s e e  in t h e  c a bin; a  g r e a t  m a ny t hings  w hich
Mr. Lowing ton  a n d  t h e  p rofes so r s  know  no t hin g  a bo u t .”

“Why, w h a t  do  you m e a n,  S h uffles?” d e m a n d e d
Pa ul, a s tonish e d  a t  t his  r evela tion.

“I ou g h t  no t  to  s ay  a ny thing  a bo u t  it; b u t  I
b elieve  t h e s e  t hin gs  will b r e ak  u p  t h e  Acad e my S hip
on e  of t h e s e  d ays,  for  t h e  boys  a r e  g ro wing  wo r s e
ins t e a d  of b e t t e r  in h er, a n d  t h ei r  folks  will find
it  ou t  soon e r  o r  la t er.”

“You s u r p ris e  m e!” exclaim e d  Paul, s a dly,
for  h e  h eld  t h e  ho no r  of t h e  s hip  a n d  h e r  c r e w  a s
t h e  a p ple  of his  eye.   “If t h e r e  is a ny thing
w ro n g  t h e r e ,  you ou g h t  to  m a k e  it  know n.”

“I s u p pos e  I ou g h t;  b u t  you  know  I’m no t
a  t ell-t al e .”

“You h av e  told  m e,  a n d  I’m a n  officer.”

“Well, I blu n d e r e d  in to s aying  w h a t  I h ave.  
Wh a t  you  s aid  a bo u t  going  in to  t h e  s t e e r a g e  m a d e  m e
le t  it  ou t .   I a m  so r ry  I s aid  a nyt hing.”

“You h av e  r ais e d  my  c u riosi ty.”

“I will t ell you; o r  r a t h e r  I will p u t  you  in
t h e  w ay of s e ein g  for  you r s elf, if you  will no t  m e n tion
my  n a m e  in con n e c tion  wi t h  t h e  m a t t er, eve n  to  Mr.
Lowing to n,  a n d  c e r t ainly no t  to  a ny on e  el s e.”

“I will no t ,  S h uffles.”

“The  fellows  a r e  g a m bling  in  t h e  s t e e r a g e  a t
t his  ve ry m o m e n t ,” a d d e d  S h uffles,  in a  low
ton e.   “Don’t b e t r ay  m e.”

“I will no t .   Ga m bling!” exclaim e d
Pa ul, wit h  n a t u r al  ho r ror.

“You will find  t h e m  in No. 8 ,” con tin u e d
S h uffles,  w alking  a w ay, a n d  leaving  t h e  a s tonish e d
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office r  to  won d e r  ho w  boys  could  g a m ble.

CHAPTER XII.

THE ROOT OF ALL EVIL.
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Pa ul Kend all, w ho  h a d  no t  occ u pie d  a  b e r t h  in t h e
s t e e r a g e  sinc e  t h e  fir s t  o r g a niza tion  of t h e  s hip,
w a s  g r e a tly s u r p ris e d  a n d  g ri eved  to  lea r n  t h a t  so m e
of t h e  c r e w  w e r e  a d dic t e d  to  vicious  p r a c tic e s.  
Ga m bling  w a s  a n  e no r m o u s  offenc e,  a n d  h e  w a s  no t  q ui t e
willing  to  b elieve  t h a t  s uc h  a  t e r rible  evil h a d  ob t ain e d
a  foothold  in t h e  s hip.   H e  could  h a r dly conc eive
of s uc h  a  t hin g  a s  boys  e n g a gin g  in g a m e s  of c h a n c e;
only t h e  viles t  of m e n,  in his  e s ti m a tion,  would  do
so.  S h uffles  h a d  told  hi m  so,  a p p a r e n tly wi thou t
m alice  o r  d e sig n,  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  no  r e a s on  to  do u b t
t h e  t r u t h  of hi s  s t a t e m e n t,  e s p e ci ally a s  h e  h a d  give n
t h e  p a r ticula r s  by  w hich  it could  b e  ve rified.

The  s e con d  lieu t e n a n t  w e n t  dow n  in to  t h e  s t e e r a g e .  
Cla ss e s  w e r e  r eci ting  to  t h e  p rofes so r s,  a n d  s t u dying
t h ei r  lessons  a t  t h e  m e s s  t a ble s.   The r e  w a s  c e r t ainly
no  a p p e a r a n c e  of evil, for  t h e  pl ac e  w a s  s till, a n d
no  sou n d  of a n g ry  al t e r c a tion  o r  r ib ald  jes t ,  w hich
his  fancy con n e c t e d  wi th  t h e  vice  of g a m bling,  s alu t e d
his  e a r s .   H e  c a u tiously e n t e r e d  Ga n g w ay D, a n d
p a u s e d  w h e r e  h e  co uld  h e a r  w h a t  w a s  s aid  in m e s s  roo m
No. 8.

“I’m five  s hillings  in to you r  h alf sove r eign,”
s aid  on e  of t h e  g a m ble r s;  a n d  t h e n  Paul di s tinc tly
h e a r d  t h e  r a t t ling  of t h e  p rops .

“The r e’s t h e  h alf sove r eign,” a d d e d
a no t h er, w hos e  voice  t h e  office r  r e cog nize d  a s  t h a t
of Wilton.   “You ow n  five  s hillings  in i t,
a n d  I ow n  five  s hillings.”

“Th a t’s so,” r e plied  S a n bo r n,  w ho
a p p e a r e d  to  b e  t h e  lucky on e.

“Le t  u s  s h ak e  for  t h e  coin,” a d d e d  Wilton.  
“It’s my  t h row.”

“Th a t’s r a t h e r  s t e e p.”
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“We g e t  along  fas t e r—t h a t’s
all.  If I t h ro w  a  nick, o r  a  b ro w n er, it’s
min e;  if a n  ou t ,  i t’s you r s.”

“I a m  a g r e e d—t h row  a w ay,” r e plie d
S a n bo r n,  wit ho u t  p e r c eiving  t h a t  t h e  on e  w ho  h eld
t h e  p ro p s  h a d  two  c h a n c e s  to  hi s  on e .

The  p ro ps  r a t t l e d,  a n d  d ro p p e d  on  t h e  b e d.

“A b ro w n e r!” exclaim e d  Wilton,  t h e r e by
winning  all h e  h a d  los t  a t  on e  t h row.

“H us h!  do n’t  t alk so  loud,” in t e r pos e d
Adler.  “You’ll h ave  t h e  p rofs  dow n
u po n  u s .”

“I’ll go  you  a no t h e r  five  s hillings  on
on e  t h row,” s aid  S a n bo r n,  c h a g rin e d  a t  his  loss.

“Pu t  dow n  you r  m o n ey.”

The  r e ckle ss  you n g  g a m ble r  p u t  t wo  h alf c row n s,  o r
five  s hillings,  u po n  t h e  b e d,  a n d  Wilton  s hook a g ain.

“A nick!” s aid  h e ,  s eizing  t h e  t wo  h alf
c row ns.

“Try it  a g ain,” d e m a n d e d  S a n bo r n .

Pa ul Kend all w a s  filled  wi th  ho r ro r  a s  h e  lis t e n e d
to  t his  conve r s a tion.   Wh e n  h e  h a d  h e a r d  e no u g h
to  s a tisfy hi m  t h a t  t h e  s p e ak e r s  w e r e  a c t u ally g a m bling,
h e  h a s t e n e d  to  info r m  Mr. Lowing ton  of t h e  fac t.  
Pa ul w a s  a n  office r  of t h e  s hip,  a n d  t his  w a s  so  pl ainly
his  d u ty t h a t  h e  could  no t  avoid  it, dis a g r e e a ble
a s  it w a s  to  give  t e s ti mony a g ain s t  his  s hip m a t e s.  
I t  s e e m e d  to  hi m  t h a t  t h e  s hip  could  no t  floa t  m u c h
long e r  if s uc h  iniqui ty w e r e  c a r ri e d  on  wi thin  h e r
w alls  of wood;  s h e  m u s t  b e  p u r g e d  of s uc h  e no r mi ties,
o r  so m e  fea rful r e t ri bu tion  would  ove r t ak e  h er. 
The r e  w a s  no  m alice  o r  r ev e n g e  in t h e  boso m  of t h e
s eco n d  lieu t e n a n t ;  h e  w a s  a c ting  solely a n d  u n s elfishly
for  t h e  good  of t h e  ins ti t u tion  a n d  t h e  s t u d e n t s.
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H e  w e n t  on  d eck  a g ain.   S h uffles  w a s  s till t h e r e ,
a n d  t h ey m e t  in t h e  w ais t .

“You told  m e  t h e  t r u t h,” s aid  Pa ul.

“You did  no t  t hink  I w a s  joking  a bo u t  so  s e rious
a  m a t t e r—did  you?” r e plie d  S h uffles.

“No; b u t  I ho p e d  you  mig h t  b e  mis t ak e n.”

“How co uld  I b e  mis t ak e n,  w h e n  I h ave  s e e n ,
a t  on e  ti m e  a n d  a no t h er, a  doze n  fellows  e n g a g e d  in
g a m bling?   Of cou r s e  s uc h  t hin gs  a s  t h e s e  will
r uin  t h e  boys,  a n d  b ring  t h e  s hip  in to  dis r e p u t e .”

“You a r e  rig h t .   My fa th er, for  on e,  wo uldn’t
le t  m e  s t ay on  bo a r d  a  single  d ay, if h e  kn e w  a ny
of t h e  boys  w e r e  g a m ble r s.”

“It  c a n  b e  e a sily s top p e d,  no w  you  know  a bo u t
it,” a d d e d  S h uffles.

“Pe r h a p s  it c a n.   I will infor m  Mr. Lowing ton
a t  onc e .”

“Re m e m b er, if you  pl e a s e ,  w h a t  I s aid,  Mr. Kend all. 
I a m  willing  to  do  a  good  t hin g  for  t h e  s hip; b u t
you  know  ho w  m u c h  I s ho uld  h ave  to  s uffer, if it  w e r e
know n  t h a t  I g ave  t h e  info r m a tion.   I did n’t
m e a n  to  blow on  my s hip m a t e s;  b u t  you  a n d  I h ave  b e e n
so  in tim a t e  in t h e  af t e r  c a bin,  t h a t  I s pok e  b efo r e
I w a s  a w a r e  w h a t  I w a s  a bo u t ,” con tin u e d  S h uffles.

“I s h all no t  willingly b e t r ay  you.”

“Willingly!  Wh a t  do  you  m e a n  by t h a t?”
d e m a n d e d  t h e  cons pi r a tor, s t a r tl e d  by  t h e  wo r d s  of
t h e  officer.

“Su p pos e  Mr. Lowing ton  s hould  a sk  m e  w h e r e  I
ob t ain e d  my infor m a tion,” s u g g e s t e d  Paul.
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“Didn’t you  s e e  for  you r s elf in No.  8?”

“H e  mig h t  a sk  w h a t  led  m e  to  exa min e  t h e  m a t t e r
so  p a r ticul a rly.  But ,  S h uffles,  I will t e ll hi m
ho n e s tly t h a t  I do  no t  wish  to  info r m  hi m  w ho  g ave
m e  t h e  hin t;  a n d  I a m  q ui t e  s u r e  h e  will no t  p r e s s
t h e  m a t t er, w h e n  h e  finds  t h a t  t h e  fac t s  a r e  co r r e c t .”

“Don’t m e n tion  my  n a m e  on  a ny a c cou n t ,”
a d d e d  S h uffles.   “I t  w a s  m e a n  of m e  to  s ay
a ny t hing; b u t  t h e  s hip  w a s  going  to  r uin,  a n d  I’m
r a t h e r  gl a d  I s poke,  t hou g h  I did n’t in t e n d
to  do  so.”

“I will m a k e  it a ll r ig h t ,  S h uffles,”
r e plied  Pa ul, a s  h e  d e s c e n d e d  t h e  c a bin  s t e ps .

Mr. Lowing ton  w a s  in t h e  m ain  c a bin,  a n d  t h e  s e con d
lieu t e n a n t  knocke d  a t  t h e  door.  H e  w a s  r e a dily
a d mi t t e d,  a n d  invit e d  to  t ak e  a  s e a t ,  for  t h e  p rincip al
w a s  a s  polit e  to  t h e  youn g  g e n tle m e n  a s  t hou g h  t h ey
h a d  b e e n  hi s  e q u als  in a g e  a n d  r a nk.

“I would  like  to  s p e a k  wi t h  you alon e,  if you
ple as e,  sir,” Pa ul b e g a n,  gl a ncin g  a t  t h e  c a bin
s t e w a r d ,  w ho  w a s  a t  wo rk  in t h e  p a n t ry.

“Co m e  in to  my  s t a t e  roo m,” s aid  t h e  p rincip al,
le a ding  t h e  w ay.

“I ho p e  you r  b usin es s  do es  no t  r el a t e  to  t h e
discipline  of t h e  s hip,” con tinu e d  Mr. Lowing to n,
w h e n  t h ey w e r e  s e a t e d,  a n d  t h e  doo r  of t h e  roo m  w a s
clos e d.   “If i t do es ,  you  s hould  h ave  a p plied
to  t h e  c a p t ain.”

“This  is a  p e c ulia r  c a s e ,  sir, a n d  I ob t ain e d
my  info r m a tion  w hile  off d u ty,” r e plied  Paul,
wi th  so m e  e m b a r r a s s m e n t;  for  h e  h a d  t ho u g h t  of co m m u nic a ting
his  s t a r tling  discove ry to  Ca p t ain  Gordo n,  a n d  h a d
only b e e n  d e t e r r e d  fro m  doing  so  by  t h e  fea r  of b e t r aying
S h uffles.
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“I will h e a r  w h a t  you  h ave  to  s ay.”

“The r e  is so m e t hin g  ve ry b a d  going  on  in  t h e
s t e e r a g e ,” s aid  Pa ul, s e riously.

“Ind e e d!   Wh a t  is i t?” a s k e d  t h e  p rincip al,
full of in t e r e s t  a n d  a nxie ty.

“Ga m bling,  sir.”

“Ga m bling!” r e p e a t e d  Mr. Lowing ton,  his
b row  con t r ac ting.

Pa ul m a d e  no  r e ply; a n d  h e  exp ec t e d  to  b e  a sk e d  ho w
h e  h a d  ob t ain e d  t h e  s t a r tling  info r m a tion.

“Are  you  q ui t e  s u r e  of w h a t  you  s ay, Mr. Kend all?”

“Yes, sir, I a m.   In  m e s s  roo m  No.  8,  t h e r e
a r e  t h r e e  o r  fou r  s t u d e n t s  no w  e n g a g e d  in g a m bling.  
I s tood  a t  t h e  doo r  long  e no u g h  to  find  ou t  w h a t  t h ey
w e r e  doing.”

“This  is s e rious,  Mr. Kend all.”

“If you  h ave  a ny do u b t  a bo u t  t h e  fac t ,  sir,
I ho p e  you  will t ak e  m e a s u r e s  to  s a tisfy you r s elf
a t  onc e ,  for  I t hink  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a r e  s till t h e r e .”

“I will, Mr. Kend all; r e m ain  in  t his  c a bin,
if you  pl e a s e ,  u n til my  r e t u r n ,” a d d e d  t h e  p rincip al,
a s  h e  m ove d  tow a r d s  t h e  door.

“You m u s t  b e  c a r eful w h e n  you  a p p ro a c h  t h e m,
sir, for  t h e  g a m ble r s  a r e  ve ry sly.”

Mr. Lowing ton  p a s s e d  fro m  t h e  p rofesso r s’ c a bin
in to  t h e  s t e e r a g e ,  a n d  p roc e e ding  to  t h e  e n t r a n c e
of No. 8 ,  h e  p a u s e d  to  lis t e n.   H e  h e a r d  t h e  w his p e r e d
conve r s a tion  a bo u t  t h e  s t ak e s,  a n d  “nicks,”
“b row n e r s” a n d  “ou t s.” 
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The  g a m ble r s  w e r e  by t his  tim e  hig hly exci t e d  by  t h e
g a m e,  a n d  h a d  no t  only b eco m e  imp r u d e n t ,  b u t  a b solu t ely
r e ckle ss ,  so  in t e n s e  w a s  t h e  fascin a tion  of t h ei r
e m ploy m e n t .   S u d d e nly, b u t  wi th  a  ligh t  s t e p ,  h e
e n t e r e d  t h e  m e s s  roo m.   Wilton  s a t  in t h e  b e r t h,
w hile  hi s  co m p a nions  occ u pied  s tools  ou t side  a n d  t h ei r
h e a d s  w e r e  close  tog e t h er.

Mr. Lowing ton  took Adle r  by t h e  colla r  of hi s  frock
wi th  on e  h a n d,  a n d  S a n bo r n  wi th  t h e  o th er, jus t  a s
Wilton  h a d  t h row n  t h e  p rop s  u po n  t h e  b e d.   With
a  vigo ro us  je rk,  h e  tos s e d  t h e m  b ack  u po n  t h e  floor,
so  a s  to  ob t ain  a  full view of t h e  s t ak es  a n d  t h e
g a m bling  imple m e n t s .   The  culp ri t s  w e r e  a s tou n d e d
a t  t his  s u d d e n  d e s c e n t  u po n  t h e m;  b u t  b efo r e  t h ey
could  co m p r e h e n d  t h e  si t u a tion  fully, t h e  p rincip al
t u r n e d  u po n  his  h e el, a n d  left  t h e  roo m  wit ho u t  a
wo r d  of a s tonish m e n t  o r  c e n s u r e .

“We’re  in  for  it  now,” s aid  Wilton,
a s  his  co m p a nions  picke d  t h e m s elves  u p  fro m  t h e  floor,
a n d  g aze d  a t  e a c h  o t h e r  wi t h  a  s h e e pis h  look.

“Th a t’s so,” r e plied  S a n bo r n.

“We s h all c a t c h  it,” a d d e d  Adler.

“We s h all find  ou t  how  t h e  insid e  of t h e  b rig
looks,  in  my opinion,” con tin u e d  Wilton.  
“I w a s  a  fool to  pl ay h e r e ,  r ig h t  in t h e  s t e e r a g e .  
S h uffles  told  m e  t h a t  Lowing to n  s m el t  a  mic e,  a n d  would
m a k e  a  row  a bo u t  t his  t hing.”

“Sh uffles  told  you  so!” exclaim e d  Adler. 
“How did  h e  know?”

“I do n’t  know?  I b elieve  t h e  p a r so n
told  hi m  las t  nig h t ,  w h e n  h e  w a s  in t h e  b rig.”

“Why didn’t you  s ay  so  t h e n?” d e m a n d e d
S a n bo r n.   “You h av e  go t  u s  in to  a  p r e t ty
sc r a p e!   Tha t  is t h e  r e a son  w hy S h uffles  wo uldn’t
pl ay hi ms elf.”

“Yes, h e  s aid  it w a s;  b u t  I did n’t  b elieve
Lowing to n  kn e w  a ny t hing  a bo u t  i t; I do n’t s e e
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how  h e  could.   H e  w alke d  in  h e r e  a s  s t r aigh t  a s
t hou g h  h e  h a d  b e e n  s e n t  for, a n d  kn e w  jus t  w h e r e  to
go,” s aid  Wilton.

199



Page 86

“Of cou r s e  h e  did:  you  s ay S h uffles  told
you  Lowing ton  kn e w  all a bo u t  it; a n d  I s u p pos e  h e
h a s  b e e n  on  t h e  w a tc h  to  find  so m e  fellows  a t  i t so
a s  to  m a k e  a n  ex a m ple  of t h e m.”

“Th a t’s t h e  w hole  of it.   We mig h t
a s  w ell t h row  t h e  p rop s  ove r bo a r d  now.”

Mr. Lowing ton  r e t u r n e d  to  t h e  c a bin,  w h e r e  h e  h a d
lef t  Paul Kend all.  H e  w a s  s a dly dis tu r b e d  by
t h e  discove ry h e  h a d  m a d e ,  for  h e  h a d  no  s u s picion
b efo r e  t h a t  a ny of hi s  p u pils  h a d  m a d e  so  m u c h  p rog r e s s
in vice.   H e  kn e w  w h a t  a  t e r rible  evil g a m bling
w a s  a m o n g  m e n;  t h a t  i t w a s  t h e  for e r u n n e r  of dis sip a tion
a n d  c rim e;  a n d  h e  fel t  t h e  r e s po nsibili ty w hich  r e s t e d
u po n  hi m  a s  a  g u a r di a n  a n d  ins t r uc to r  of you t h.

“Mr. Kend all, you r  info r m a tion  w a s  co r r e c t ;
a n d  I co m m e n d  t h e  ze al you  h av e  di splaye d  in b rin ging
t his  fea rful evil to  ligh t .   Ho w  h a p p e n e d  you
to  discove r  it?”

“I h a d  a  hin t  fro m  a  sou rc e  w hich  I would  r a t h e r
no t  m e n tion,” r e plied  t h e  s econ d  lieu t e n a n t ,
wi th  so m e  e m b a r r a s s m e n t.

“Ind e e d!”

“Yes, si r;  on e  of t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  w ho  b e r t h s  in
t h e  s t e e r a g e ,  h a p p e n e d  a ccid e n t ally to  le t  it  ou t.”

Pa ul s aid  “accide n t ally,” b ec a u s e  h e  b elieve d
t h a t  S h uffles  h a d  b e e n  b e t r ay e d  in to  t h e  r evel a tion
by t h ei r  for m e r  in tim a cy.

“And h e  do e s  no t  wis h  to  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  a n  info r m er,”
a d d e d  t h e  p rincip al.

“No, si r;  af t e r  h e  h a d  exci t e d  my c u riosi ty,
h e  told  m e  w h e r e  I could  find  t h e  g a m ble r s  a t  pl ay.”
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“I u n d e r s t a n d  his  posi tion,  p r e cis ely,”
s aid  Mr. Lowing to n;  “an d  I will no t  a s k  his
n a m e.   The  infor m a tion  p roves  to  b e  p ainfully co r r e c t ,
a n d  t h e r e  a p p e a r s  to  h ave  b e e n  no  m alice  in  giving
it.”

“No, si r;  I do n’t t hink  t h e r e  w a s:  
ind e e d,  I know  t h e r e  w a s  no t ,” a d d e d  Pa ul, w h e n
h e  conside r e d  t h a t  Wilton  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  g a m ble r s  w e r e
S h uffles’ in tim a t e  co m p a nions.

“This  is a  ve ry s e rious  m a t t er, Mr. Kend all,”
r e p e a t e d  t h e  p rincip al, t ho u g h tfully.

“I t hink  it  is, si r;  t h a t  is t h e  r e a so n  w hy
I c a m e  to  you, ins t e a d  of going  to  t h e  c a p t ain.”

“Pe r h a p s  it is b e t t e r  t h a t  you did  so,  on  t h e
w hole,” r e plied  Mr. Lowing ton.   “It
h a s  e n a ble d  m e  to  s e e  t h e  evil for  mys elf.  H av e
you  a ny view s  in r e g a r d  to  w h a t  s hould  b e  do n e,  Mr.
Kend all?”

The  p rincip al of t e n  a sk e d  t h e  opinion  of t h e  office r s
conc e r ning  simila r  m a t t e r s  u n d e r  disc us sion,  p e r h a p s
in o r d e r  to  t e a c h  t h e m  s elf-r e s p e c t ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  wi t h
t h e  exp e c t a tion  of ob t aining  valu a ble  s u g g e s tions  fro m
t h e m.

“I t hink  t h e r e  s ho uld  b e  s t ric t e r  di scipline
in t h e  m e s s  roo m s,  sir,” r e plied  Pa ul, blu s hing
to  h ave  his  opinion  a sk e d.   “The  fellows——”

“The  s t u d e n t s,  you  m e a n,” in t e r pos e d  t h e
p rincip al.

“Excus e  m e,  sir,” a d d e d  Paul, blu s hing
d e e p e r  t h a n  b efor e  a t  t hi s  g e n tle  r e b uk e.

The  boys  h a d  a  lan g u a g e  of t h ei r  ow n,  w hich  w a s  no t
tole r a t e d  by t h e  facul ty w h e n  it r a n  in to  co a r s e n e s s
a n d  sla n g.

“Wh a t  w e r e  you  a bo u t  to  s ay, Mr. Kend all?”
con tinu e d  t h e  p rincipal, s miling  a t  t h e  confusion
of t h e  you n g  officer.
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“The  s t u d e n t s  c a n  now  do  a nyt hing  t h ey like
in t h e  m e s s  roo m s.   They h ave  pl e n ty of m o n ey,
a n d  if t h ey w a n t  to  g a m ble,  t h ey c a n.   They w e r e
playing  las t  nig h t  w h e n  t h e  fi r s t  p a r t  of t h e  s t a r bo a r d
w a t c h  w e r e  on  d u ty.”

“You a r e  rig h t ,  Mr. Kend all,” s aid  Mr.
Lowing to n  “The  s t u d e n t s  m u s t  b e  looke d  af t e r
in  t h ei r  roo m s.   H a s  t h e r e  ev e r  b e e n  a ny g a m bling
a m o n g  t h e  office r s  in t h e  af t e r  c a bin?”

“I n ev e r  s a w  a ny, o r  h e a r d  of a ny.  I do n’t
t hink  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n.”

“I ho p e  no t;  b u t  w e  m u s t  g r a p ple  wi t h  t his  q u e s tion
in e a r n e s t ,” a d d e d  t h e  p rincip al, a s  h e  led
t h e  w ay ou t  of t h e  s t a t e  roo m  in to t h e  m ain  c a bin.

The  ch a pl ain  a n d  t h e  doc to r  w e r e  t h e r e ,  a n d  Mr. Lowing ton
wish e d  to  t ak e  t h ei r  a dvice  u po n  t h e  s e rious  m a t t e r
b efo r e  hi m; a n d  b efor e  h e  p e r mi t t e d  t h e  s eco n d  lieu t e n a n t
to  r e ti r e ,  h e  s t a t e d  t h e  c a s e  to  t h e m.

“Ga m bling!” g ro a n e d  t h e  c h a plain.

“I d e t e c t e d  t h e m  in t h e  a c t  mys elf,” a d d e d
Mr. Lowing ton.   “You m ay r e ti r e ,  Mr. Kend all.”

“Why, t hi s  is a wful!”

“Boys will do  al mos t  a ny thing  t h a t  m e n  will,”
s aid  Dr. Wins tock, t h e  s u r g eo n.

“Drinking  a n d  g a m bling!” ej ac ula t e d  t h e
c h a plain.   “Wh a t  a r e  w e  co min g  to?”

“I fea r  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  vice s  of w hich  w e  know
no t hing  ye t,” a d d e d  t h e  doc tor.

“Why, I’m af r aid  t h e  Acad e my S hip  will
p rove  to  b e  a  failu r e,  af t e r  all,” sigh e d  Mr.
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Agn e a u.

“Not  a t  a ll,” a r g u e d  Dr. Wins tock. 
“We a r e  in posi tion  h e r e  to  t r e a t  t h e s e  evils
p ro p e rly.  The r e  a r e  no  fond  m o t h e r s  a n d  ind ulg e n t
fa th e r s  to  s poil t h e  boys,  w h e n  t h e  discipline  b e co m e s
s h a r p.”

“Wh a t  c a n  w e  do?” d e m a n d e d  t h e  c h a plain.  
“Mor al a n d  r eligious  influe nc e s  s e e m  to  h ave
no  effec t .”

“H ave  fai th  in  you r  ow n  m e dicines ,  Mr. Agne a u,”
s aid  t h e  doc tor.

“I h ave  full fai t h  in t h e  m e dicine,  Dr. Wins tock;
b u t  I fea r  I h av e  no t  do n e  my d u ty fai t hfully.”

“You n e e d  no t  r e p ro ac h  you r s elf, Mr. Agne a u.  
You h ave  b e e n  e a r n e s t  in  you r  work,” in t e r pos e d
t h e  p rincip al.  “In  a  la r g e  co m m u ni ty of
youn g  m e n ,  all t h e s e  vice s  a n d  evils will a p p e ar. 
I t  w a s  to  m e e t  t h e m  t h a t  t h e  ke el  of t hi s  s hip  w a s
laid,  a n d  ou r  ins ti t u tion  o r g a nize d.   I exp ec t
to  find  vice,  a n d  eve n  c ri m e,  a m o n g  t h e  boys.  
They t h a t  b e  sick  n e e d  a  p hysicia n,  no t  t h ey t h a t
b e  w hole.   The s e  boys  c e r t ainly b e h ave  b e t t e r
on  bo a r d  t h e  s hip  t h a n  t h ey  did  on  s ho r e  a t  t h e  va rious
a c a d e mie s  t h ey  a t t e n d e d.   Pelha m,  w ho  is no w  fou r t h
lieu t e n a n t ,  a n d  h a s  b e e n  fir s t ,  w a s  on e  of t h e  h a r d e s t
boys  in  t h e  sc hool to  w hich  h e  b elong e d  in N e w  York. 
H e  h a s  give n  u s  no  t ro u ble  h e r e ,  t hou g h  h e  h a s  b e e n
a  li t tl e  s ulky sinc e  h e  fell fro m  his  for m e r  r a nk.  
S h uffles,  w ho,  in t h e  Brockw ay Acad e my, w a s  t h e  wo r s t
boy I eve r  kn ew, wit ho u t  exc e p tion,  b e h ave d  him s elf
a s tonishingly w ell for  a  w hole  year.  I a m  so r ry
to  s e e  t h a t  h e  h a s  b e g u n  t h e  s eco n d  ye a r  b a dly.”

“O, hi s  is a  ve ry ho p eful c a s e!” s aid
Mr. Agne a u.   “H e  is p e ni t e n t  for  his  folly,
a n d  I n eve r  s a w  so  g r e a t  a  c h a n g e  in a n  individu al
a s  h e  exhibi t e d  on  my s e co n d  visit  to  hi m  las t  eve ning.”
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“I ho p e  h e  will no t  dis a p poin t  you.  I only
m e n tion e d  hi m  to  s how  w h a t  a  b e n efit  t h e  s hip  h a d
b e e n  to  hi m; for  if i t k e e p s  hi m  ou t  of t ro u ble  eve n
a  single  ye ar, it is so  fa r  a  ble s sing  to  hi m,  to  s ay
no t hing  of his  in t ellec t u al  p ro g r e s s ,  w hich  h a s  b e e n
m o r e  t h a n  s a tisfac to ry.  The  fac t  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e
g a m bling,  a n d  d rinking  a n d  o th e r  vice s  on  bo a r d ,  do e s
no t  di minish  my faith  in t h e  ins ti t u tion.”

“It  c e r t ainly ou g h t  no t  to  do  so,” a d d e d
Dr. Wins tock, w ho  w a s  no t  so  s a n g uin e  a  r efo r m e r  a s
t h e  ch a plain  a n d  w a s  willing  to  w ai t  t ill t h e  m e dicine
h a d  ti m e  to  p ro d uc e  a n  effec t.   “H e r e  is
a n  evil:  w e  m u s t  m e e t  it,  a n d  w e  n e e d n’t
s top  to  g ro a n  ove r  it.  Wh a t’s to  b e  do n e?
t h a t’s  t h e  q u e s tion.”

“The  office r  of t h e  w a tc h  m u s t  b e  r e q ui r e d  to
visi t  eve ry roo m  d u rin g  t h e  fir s t  w a tc h  a t  le a s t ,”
s aid  t h e  p rincip al.

“But  t hos e  w ho  a r e  di spos e d  to  g a m ble  will find
a b u n d a n t  oppo r t u ni ti es  to  do  so,” s u g g e s t e d
t h e  doc tor.  “A cou ple  of t h e m  u p  in t h e
m ain top,  o r  eve n  in  t h e  c ro ss-t r e e s ,  co uld  s h a k e  p ro ps ,
‘odd  o r  ev e n,’ a n d  pl ay o t h e r  g a m e s  of
c h a n c e,  wi thou t  b eing  s e e n.   I don’t  t hink
you  h ave  hi t  t h e  n ail on  t h e  h e a d  ye t,  Mr. Lowing to n.”

“The  u t mos t  vigilanc e  w e  c a n  u s e  will no t  e n ti r ely
p r eve n t  evil.  We d e p e n d  u po n  m o r al  influe nc es ,
a s  w ell a s  discipline,  for  t h e  p r ev e n tion  a n d  c u r e
of vice  a n d  e r ror,” a d d e d  t h e  p rincip al.

“I’m af r aid  a  lec t u r e  on  g a m bling  wo uld n’t
do  m u c h,  good  w hile  t h e  m e a n s  of pl ay w e r e  s till in
t h e  h a n d s  of t h e  s t u d e n t s.   I t  wo uld  influe nc e
so m e;  b u t  o t h e r s  a r e  no t  to  b e  influe nc e d  in a ny w ay: 
a  s t ro n g  a r m  alon e  will m e e t  t h ei r  c a s e .”

“We c a n  t ak e  t h e  p ro ps  fro m  t h e m,” s aid
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Mr. Lowing ton.

“You m u s t  go  a  s t e p  fa r t h e r  t h a n  t h a t ;  you m u s t
s e a r c h  t h e  b e r t h s  a n d  locke r s  for  c a r d s ,  dic e,  o r
o th e r  g a m bling  imple m e n t s .   Eve n  t h e n  you will
no t  h ave  s t r u ck  a t  t h e  roo t  of t h e  evil.”

“Wh a t  is t h e  roo t  of t h e  evil?” a sk e d
t h e  p rincip al.

“Mon ey, si r!” r e plied  t h e  doc tor, wit h
u n u s u al  e n e r gy.

“Th a t  is s aid  to  b e  t h e  roo t  of all evil,”
a d d e d  Mr. Lowing ton,  wit h  a  s mile.

“Among  boys,  m o n ey do es  m o r e  inju ry t h a n  w e
c a n  co m p r e h e n d.   A colleg e  fri en d  of min e  w as
w holly s poiled  by  his  allow a nc e  of m o n ey.  His
p u r s e  w a s  alw ays  full, w hich  m a d e  hi m  t h e  p r ey  of
dis solu t e  p e r son s.   H e  alw ays  h a d  t h e  m e a n s  of
g r a t ifying  his  a p p e ti t e s,  a n d  is now  a  so t ,  if h e  is
living.   H e  b e g a n  to  d rink,  g a m ble,  a n d  di ssipa t e
g e n e r ally, b efo r e  h e  e n t e r e d  colleg e:   h e  w a s
exp elled  in a  ye ar.  Withou t  m o n ey, a s  a  boy, h e
wo uld  h ave  b e e n  s ave d  fro m  a  sco r e  of t e m p t a tions.  
Eve ry boy on  bo a r d  t his  s hip  h a s  a  pocke t  full of
sove r eigns  for  his  E u rop e a n  exp e n s e s.   They a r e
all you n g  n a bo b s,  a n d  if you  eve r  le t  t h e m  go  a s ho r e ,
you  will h ave  you r  h a n d s  full, Mr. Lowing to n.  
They will d rink  b e e r  a n d  win e,  visi t  b a d  pl ac es ,  g a m ble
a n d  c a ro us e .   While  t h ey  h ave  pl e n ty of m o n ey,
you  c a n  h a r dly p r eve n t  t h e m  fro m  b ein g  a  n uis a n c e  to
you  a n d  to  t h e m s elves.”
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“The r e  is a  g r e a t  d e al  of force  in w h a t  you
s ay, Dr. Wins tock.”

“Mon ey will b e  t h e  roo t  of all evil to  t h e s e
boys,  m os t  e m p h a tic ally.  Thos e  w ho  a r e  dis pos e d
to  g a m ble  will do  so  w hile  t h ey h av e  m o n ey.”

“The  infe r e nc e  to  b e  d r a w n  fro m  you r  r e m a r ks
is, t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t s  s hould  no t  h ave  pocke t  m o n ey.”

“Mos t  d e cid e dly t h a t  is my  opinion.  If
I h a d  a  so n,  I wo uld n’t  allow him  a  p e n ny of
pocke t  m o n ey.”

“Th a t  wo uld  b e  r a t h e r  h a r d ,” s aid  t h e
c h a plain.

“I know it, b u t  it  wo uld  b e  t h e  b e s t  t hing  in
t h e  wo rld  for  t h e  boy.  I do n’t m e a n  to
s ay t h a t  I would  n ev e r  p e r mit  hi m  to  h av e  m o n ey; b u t
h e  s ho uld  h av e  no  s t a t e d  allow a nc e;  a n d  w h e n  h e  h a d
a  dollar, I s ho uld  w a n t  to  know  how  it w a s  to  b e  exp e n d e d.”

“This  q u e s tion  of m o n ey allow a nc es  h a s  b e e n
u n d e r  s e rious  conside r a tion  wi t h  m e .”

“You c a n’t  h a n dle  t h e  boys  in  E u rop e  wit h
m o n ey in t h ei r  pock e t s.   A r e gi m e n t  of soldie r s
could  no t  k e e p  t h e m  s t r aig h t .”

“I t hink  you  a r e  rig h t ,  doc tor.  I a m  t e m p t e d
to  t ak e  t h ei r  m o n ey fro m  t h e m.”

“Do it, by  all m e a n s!” exclaim e d  Dr. Wins tock.

The  ch a pl ain  r e g a r d e d  t h e  m e a s u r e  a s  r a t h e r  hig h-h a n d e d.  
H e  t hou g h t  it wo uld  b eli t tl e  t h e  boys, a n d  d e p rive
t h e m  of so m e  po r tion  of t h ei r  s elf-r e s p e c t.   The
ins t r uc to r s  c a m e  in to  t h e  c a bin  a t  s eve n  b ells, a n d
t h ei r  opinions  w e r e  t ak e n.   Fou r  of t h e  six w e r e
in favor  of t aking  all m o n ey fro m  t h e  boys.   Mr.

206



Lowing to n  h a d  al r e a dy r e a c h e d  t his  view of t h e  c a s e ,
a n d  it  w a s  r e solve d  to  t ak e  t h e  im po r t a n t  s t e p  a t  onc e,
a s  t h e  b e s t  m e a n s  of effec t u ally p u t tin g  a  s top  to
t h e  p r ac tic e  of g a m bling.

Mr. Fluxion  h a d  b e e n  u n a ble  to  a t t e n d  t his  confe r e n c e
for  m o r e  t h a n  a  few m o m e n t s,  for  h e  w a s  t h e  ins t r uc to r
in m a t h e m a tics,  w hich  includ e d  n avig a tion,  a n d  h e
w a s  co m p elled  to  s u p e rin t e n d  t h e  obs e rva tions ,  w hich
w e r e  m a d e  wi th  s e p a r a t e  ins t r u m e n t s  by  hi ms elf a n d
by t h e  t wo  m a s t e r s  of t h e  for e noon  w a tc h.   The
posi tion  of t h e  s hip  w a s  foun d,  a n d  m a rk e d  on  t h e
c h a r t ,  a n d  t h e  “de a d  r ecko ning” co m p a r e d
wi th  t h e  r e s ul t  ob t ain e d  by c alcula tion.

At on e  b ell in t h e  af t e r noon  w a tc h,  all h a n d s  w e r e
pip e d  to  m u s t er, a n d  t h e  g a m ble r s  r e a dily u n d e r s tood
t h a t  t hi s  c all w a s  for  t h ei r  e s p eci al b e n efi t.

“Wilton,” s aid  Mr. Lowing to n,  fro m  his
u s u al  posi tion.

The  culp ri t  c a m e  forw a r d.

“With  w ho m  w e r e  you  g a m bling  in m e s s  roo m  No.
8,  t hi s  for e noon?” a sk e d  t h e  p rincip al.

Wilton  looke d  u p  a t  t h e  s t e r n  dis p e n s e r  of di scipline.  
If h e  did  no t  know, it  w a s  no t  his  b u sine s s  to  t ell.

“Answ e r  m e .”

“I do n’t  know.”

“You a r e  t elling  a  false hood.”

“I do n’t  r e m e m b e r  t h ei r  n a m e s  now,”
s aid  Wilton.

“You do  r e m e m b e r  t h e m;  a n d  for  e a c h  fals e hood
you  u t t e r  you s h all s uffe r  a n  a d di tion al p e n al ty.”

“I’m no t  a  t ell-t al e,  sir,” a n s w e r e d
Wilton,  dog g e dly.  “I do n’t  w a n t  to
t ell w ho  t h ey w e r e .”
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“Very w ell; w hy did n’t you s ay  t h a t  a t
fir s t?   I h ave  so m e  r e s p e c t  for  t h e  s t u d e n t  w ho
dislike s  to  b e t r ay  eve n  his  co m p a nions  in  e r ro r ;  no n e
a t  all for  a  liar.  Adle r  a n d  S a n bo r n,”
a d d e d  t h e  p rincip al; a n d  t h e  two  g a m ble r s  s t e p p e d
u p  to  t h e  h a t c h.   “Young  g e n tl e m e n,  you  a r e
c h a r g e d  wi t h  g a m bling.   H av e  you  a ny t hin g  to  s ay?”
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“Not hing  sir,” t h ey all r e plied.

“Wilton,  how  m u c h  m o n ey h ave  you  los t  a t  pl ay?”

“Non e,  sir.”

“How m u c h  h ave  you  m a d e?”

“Ten  s hillings—h alf a  sove r eig n.”

“F ro m  w ho m  did  you  win  it?”

“F ro m  S a n bo r n .”

“Re tu r n  it  to  hi m.”

Wilton  ob eye d.   Adle r  h a d  won  a bo u t  a  dolla r  fro m
S a n bo r n,  w hich  h e  w a s  al so  co m p elled  to  r e s to r e .  
Mr. Lowing ton  w a s  s a tisfied  t h a t  o t h e r s  h a d  g ain e d
o r  los t  by g a m bling,  b u t  a s  h e  did  no t  know w ho  t h e
o th e r  g a m ble r s  w e r e ,  h e  did  no t  a t t e m p t  to  h ave  t h e
ill-go t t e n  m o n ey r e s to r e d;  for  h e  n ev e r  m a d e  hi m s elf
ridiculous  to  t h e  s t u d e n t s  by  e n d e avo ring  to  do  w h a t
could  no t  b e  do n e.

Mr. Lowing ton  t h e n  m a d e  a  ve ry judicious  a d d r e s s  u po n
t h e  evil of g a m bling,  poin ting  ou t  i t s  d a n g e ro us  fascin a tion,
a n d  t h e  t e r rible  cons e q u e nc e s  w hich  soon e r  o r  la t e r
ove r took it s  vic tim s.  H e  illus t r a t e d  hi s  r e m a r ks
by exa m ples  d r a w n  fro m  r e al  life.  The  c h a plain
follow e d  hi m,  d e t ailing  t h e  c a r e e r  of a  you n g  m a n
w ho m  h e  h a d  a t t e n d e d  in p rison,  a n d  w ho  h a d  b e e n  u t t e rly
r uin e d  by t h e  h a bi t  of g a min g,  co n t r a c t e d  b efo r e  h e
w a s  of a g e .

The s e  a d d r e s s e s  s e e m e d  to  p ro d uc e  a  d e e p  imp r e s sion
on  t h e  boys,  a n d  on e  would  h av e  judg e d  by t h ei r  looks
t h a t  t h ey all r e g a r d e d  t h e  d a n g e ro us  p r a c tice  wi th
w ell-g ro u n d e d  ho r ror.  Mr. Lowing ton  took t h e  s t a n d
a g ain,  a n d  follow e d  wi th  a no t h e r  a d d r e s s  u po n  “th e
roo t  of all evil;” a d ding  t h a t ,  h aving  m o n ey
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in  t h ei r  poss e s sion,  t h ey  wo uld  b e  t e m p t e d  to  g a m ble.

“Now, you n g  g e n tl e m e n,  I p ro pos e  t h a t  you  all
d elive r  you r  funds  to  m e,  t aking  my r ec eip t  for  w h a t eve r
a m o u n t  you  d elive r  to  m e .   Wh e n  you  h av e  a ny r e al
n e e d  of m o n ey, a p ply to  m e,  a n d  I will r e s to r e  it,”
a d d e d  Mr. Lowing ton.

“Take  ou r  m o n ey fro m  u s!” exclaim e d  s eve r al;
a n d  it  w a s  evide n t  t h a t  t h e  p ro posi tion  w a s  c r e a t ing
a  t r e m e n do us  s e n s a tion  a m o n g  t h e  s t u d e n t s .

CHAPTER XIII.

PIPING TO MISC HIEF.

Afte r  t h e  offensive  a n no u nc e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t s
w e r e  to  d elive r  u p  t h ei r  m o n ey to  t h e  p rincip al, a n d
t ak e  hi s  r e c eip t  for  it,  t h e  c r e w  w e r e  dis miss e d  fro m
m u s t er, af t e r  b ein g  info r m e d  t h a t  t h e  b u sine s s  of
r e c eiving  t h e  fun ds  wo uld  b e  im m e dia t ely co m m e n c e d
in t h e  s t e e r a g e .   The  t h r e e  g a m ble r s  w e r e  no t
p u nis h e d,  exc e p t  by  t h e  m o r tifica tion  of t h e  expos u r e ,
eve n  by t h e  loss  of t h ei r  m a r ks,  t ho u g h  Wilton  w a s
confine d  in t h e  b rig  on e  ho u r  for  e ac h  false hood  h e
h a d  u t t e r e d.   Mr. Lowing ton  kn e w  t h a t  a t  le a s t
a  doze n  of t h e  boys  w e r e  g uil ty of g a m bling;  a n d  a s
t h e  m a t t e r  now  c a m e  u p  for  t h e  fir s t  tim e,  h e  did
no t  d e e m  it  exp e die n t  to  p u nis h  t hos e  w ho  h a d  b e e n
discove r e d  ho ping  t h a t  t h e  p r eve n tive  m e a s u r e s  h e
h a d  a do p t e d  wo uld  effec t u ally s u p p r e s s  t h e  evil.

M a ny of t h e  s t u d e n t s  r e g a r d e d  t h e  t aking  of t h ei r
m o n ey a s  a n  indignity.  Only a  few of t h e m,  co m p a r a tively,
h a d  e n g a g e d  in g a m bling,  t ho u g h  m a ny of t h e  occu p a n t s
of t h e  s t e e r a g e  kn e w  of t h e  exis t e nc e  of t h e  p r a c tice
on  bo a r d  t h e  s hip.   They w e r e  willing  to  b elieve,
a n d  did  b elieve,  af t e r  t h e  imp r e s sive  a d d r e s s e s  to
w hich  t h ey  h a d  lis t e n e d,  t h a t  g a m e s  of ch a nc e  w e r e
a  p e rilous  a m u s e m e n t,  b u t  t h ey  w e r e  no t  q ui t e  willing
to  a ck nowled g e  t h e  jus tice  of Mr. Lowing ton’s
m e a s u r e s .
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Mos t  of t h e  office r s ,  a n d  m a ny of t h e  c r ew, c h e e rfully
co m plied  wi t h  t h e  n e w  r e g ula tion.   They h a n d e d
t h ei r  m o n ey to  t h e  p u r s e r s ,  a n d  r e c eived  a  r e c eip t
for  t h e  a m o u n t,  sign e d  by t h e  p rincip al.  Ot h e r s
e m p tie d  t h e  con t e n t s  of t h ei r  exc h e q u e r  s ullenly,
a n d  u n d e r  p ro t e s t ;  w hile  no t  a  few op e nly g r u m ble d
in t h e  p r e s e nc e  of Mr. Lowing to n.   So m e  of “ou r
fellows” a t t e m p t e d  to  ke e p  b a ck  a  po r tion  of
t h ei r  fun ds,  a n d  p e r h a p s  a  few s ucc e e d e d,  t hou g h  t h e
t a c t  of t h e  p rincip al expos e d  t h e  d e c ei t  in s eve r al
ins t a nc e s.   Wh a t eve r  m ay  b e  t ho u g h t  of t h e  jus tic e
o r  t h e  exp e die ncy of d e p riving  t h e  s t u d e n t s  of t h ei r
m o n ey, it w a s  evide n tly a n  exc e e dingly u n po p ula r  s t e p .

In  t h e  s e con d  dog  w a t c h,  w h e n  S h uffles  a n d  Pa ul Kend all
w e r e  off d u ty, t h ey  h a p p e n e d  to  m e e t  in t h e  w ais t;
a n d  t h e  exci ting  to pic  of t h e  d ay c a m e  u p  for  disc us sion,
a s  it h a d  in eve ry lit tl e  g ro u p  t h a t  collec t e d  t h a t
af t e r noon.   S h uffles  h a d  a cco m plish e d  hi s  p u r pos e;
h e  h a d  a cco m plish e d  fa r  m o r e  t h a n  h e  in t e n d e d.  
H e  h a d  exp e c t e d  no t hin g  m o r e  t h a n  a  g e n e r al  onsla u g h t
u po n  g a m bling,  follow e d  by inc r e a s e d  s t ring e ncy in
t h e  r e g ula tions,  a n d  a  close r  w a tc h  ove r  t h e  s t u d e n t s
in t h ei r  roo m s,  w hich  would  p ro d u c e  s ufficien t  ir ri t a tion
a m o n g  t h e  boys  to  s ui t  his  p u r pos e s .   N o w  t h e
c r ew, a n d  eve n  so m e  of t h e  office r s,  w e r e  in  a  fe r m e n t
of indign a tion,  a n d  ripe  for  a  d e m o n s t r a tion  of a ny
kind.

“The  b u sin e ss  is do n e,” s aid  Paul Kend all,
a s  h e  m e t  t h e  cons pi r a tor.

“I’m af r aid  i t’s ove r do n e,”
a n s w e r e d  S h uffles,  s e riously, t ho u g h  h e  w a s  a c t u ally
in a  s t a t e  of exul t a tion  ove r  t h e  effec t  w hich  h a d
b e e n  p ro d u c e d  by t h e  n e w  r e g ula tion.

“I ho p e  no t .   I did  no t  m e n tion  you r  n a m e
to  t h e  p rincip al in  con n e c tion  wi th  t h e  m a t t er,”
a d d e d  Pa ul.
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“Didn’t h e  a sk  you?”

“H e  did?  b u t  w h e n  I s t a t e d  t h e  c a s e  to  hi m,
a n d  told  hi m  t h e  p e r so n  w ho  h a d  give n  m e  t h e  info r m a tion
h a d  le t  it  ou t  a ccid e n t ally, a n d  did  no t  wis h  to  b e
know n,  h e  a sk e d  no  m o r e  q u e s tions.”

“Th a nk  you, Mr. Kend all.  This las t  m e a s u r e
is so  u n po p ula r  t h a t  I s ho uld  h av e  b e e n  c a s t  ou t  like
a n  u n cle a n  bi rd,  if it  w e r e  know n  t h a t  I g ave  t h e
hin t .”

“No on e  s h all know  a ny t hing  a bo u t  i t fro m  m e,
S h uffles.   You did  a  good  t hin g  for  t h e  s hip,
a n d  for  eve ry fellow in it.”

“They would n’t b e  willing  to  b elieve  t h a t
jus t  now,” s aid  S h uffles,  lau g hing.

“Pe r h a p s  no t?  b u t  i t is a  fac t ,  no n e  t h e  less.”

“I did n’t t hink  Mr. Lowing to n  would  go
it  q ui t e  so  s t ro n g.   If I h a d,  I s ho uldn’t
h ave  told  you w h a t  I did.”

“Why, a r e  you  no t  s a tisfied  wi th  w h a t  h a s  b e e n
do n e?” a sk e d  Kend all, wi th  so m e  a s tonis h m e n t.

“No, I a m  no t.   I a m  gla d  e no u g h  to  s e e
t h e  g a m bling  s top p e d,  b u t  I don’t  t hink  t h e
p rincip al h a d  a ny m o r e  rig h t  to  t ak e  my m o n ey a w ay
fro m  m e  t h a n  h e  h a d  to  t ak e  my h e a d  off,” r e plied
S h uffles,  e a r n e s tly.

“Don’t you  t hink  it will b e  b e t t e r  for
t h e  fellows  to  b e  wi thou t  m o n ey t h a n  wi th  it?”

“Pe r h a p s  it will; I do n’t know  a bo u t  t h a t .  
Your  n eig h bo r  mig h t  b e  a  b e t t e r  m a n  if h e  w e r e  poo r
t h a n  if h e  w e r e  ric h:  do e s  t h a t  m a k e  it  t h a t
you  h ave  a ny righ t  to  t ak e  hi s  p ro p e r ty fro m  hi m?”
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“I do n’t  t hink  it  do es ,” r e plied
Pa ul.

“The  S t a t e  of M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  for  ins t a nc e,  o r
t h e  S t a t e  of Ohio, m a k e s  laws  a g ain s t  g a m e s  of ch a nc e.  
Why no t  m a k e  a  law, if a  m a n  g a m ble s,  t h a t  all his
m o n ey s h all b e  t a k e n  fro m  hi m?”

“The  s t a t e  h a s  no  righ t  to  m a k e  s uc h  a  law,
I s u p pos e .”

“But  t h e  p rincipal go e s  a  long  r e a c h  b eyon d
t h a t .   H e  t ak e s  eve ry m a n’s  m o n ey a w ay fro m
hi m, w h e t h e r  h e  is a cc u s e d  of g a m bling  o r  no t .  
Do you  t hink  h e  h a d  a ny rig h t  to  do  t h a t?”

“H e  h a s n’t  m a d e  a ny law; b u t  if you  w a n t
law, I’ll give  you  so m e!” lau g h e d  Pa ul,
w ho  w a s  dispos e d  to  t r e a t  t h e  s u bjec t  ve ry good-n a t u r e dly,
e s p e cially a s  t h e r e  w a s  so  m u c h  loos e  indign a tion  floa ting
a bo u t  t h e  d e cks.

“I do n’t  m e a n  law alon e,  b u t  jus tice,”
a d d e d  S h uffles.   “I c all it  high-h a n d e d
injus tice  to  t ak e  t h e  fellows’ m o n ey a w ay fro m
t h e m.”

“Let  m e  give  you  a  li t tl e  law, t h e n ,”
p e r si s t e d  Pa ul.  “How old  a r e  you, S h uffles?”

“Eigh t e e n.”

“Good!  You a r e  a n  infan t .”

“In law, I a m.”

“Su p pos e  you r  u ncle,  o r  so m e bo dy els e,  s ho uld
die  to-d ay, a n d  leave  you  fifty t hou s a n d  dolla r s:  
wo uldn’t you  h ave  a  good  tim e  wi th  i t?”

“I s ho uld,  a s  soon  a s  I go t  hold  of it, you

213



h a d  b e t t e r  b elieve,” r e plied  S h uffles.

“As soon  a s  you  go t  hold  of it!” exclaim e d
Pa ul.

“I s u p pos e  I s ho uld  h ave  a  g u a r di a n  till I b e c a m e
of a g e .”

“Who wo uld  a p poin t  you r  g u a r di a n?”

“The  cou r t ,  I b elieve.”

“Exac tly so!  The  law!  Wh a t,  t ak e  you r
m o n ey a w ay fro m  you, o r  no t  le t  you  touc h  it!”

“Th a t’s law, c e r t ainly.”

“Well, wo uld n’t t h e  law h av e  jus t  a s  m u c h
righ t  to  t ak e  off a  fellow’s h e a d,  a s  to  t ak e
his  m o n ey?” d e m a n d e d  Pa ul, t r iu m p h a n tly.

“Mr. Lowing ton  is no t  ou r  g u a r di a n.”

“Yes, h e  is, for  t h e  t im e  b eing;  a n d  I hold
t h a t  h e  h a s  jus t  a s  m u c h  righ t  to  t ak e  you r  m o n ey
fro m  you  a s  you r  fa t h e r  wo uld  h ave.”

“I do n’t  s e e  it; I do n’t b elieve
it.  The  m o n ey w a s  give n  u s  by ou r  fa t h e r s  to
s p e n d  in E u rop e  w h e n  w e  g e t  t h e r e .”

“Mr. Lowing ton  is to  p ay all ou r  exp e n s e s  on
s ho r e,  by  t h e  t e r m s  of t h e  con t r a c t .   Besides ,
t h e  r e g ula tions  of t h e  Acad e my S hip,  to  w hich  all t h e
p a r e n t s  a s s e n t e d ,  r e q ui r e  t h a t  t h e  con t rol of t h e  boys
s h all b e  w holly given  u p  to  t h e  p rincipal.  I t’s
a  pl ain  c a s e ,  S h uffles.”

Mr. Lowing ton  a n d  his  policy h a d  a n  a ble  a n d  ze alous
d efe n d e r  in t h e  p e r so n  of Pa ul Kend all, w ho, by his
a r g u m e n t s,  a s  w ell a s  his  influe nc e ,  h a d  al r e a dy r e co nciled
s eve r al  of t h e  s t u d e n t s  to  t h e  n e w  r e g ula tion.

“If I w e r e  willing  to  g r a n t  t h e  rig h t  of t h e
p rincip al to  t ak e  t h e  fellows’ m o n ey fro m  t h e m—w hich
I a m  no t—I t hink  it  is t r e a ting  t h e m  like
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b a bie s  to  do  so.   I t  is p u nis hing  t h e  innoc e n t
wi th  t h e  g uil ty.”

“Mr. Lowing ton  s aid,  in so  m a ny wo r ds ,  t h a t
t h e  m e a s u r e  w a s  no t  in t e n d e d  a s  a  p u nis h m e n t;  t h a t
it  w a s  p u r ely a  m a t t e r  of discipline,  in t e n d e d  to
m e e t  c e r t ain  evils  w hich  m u s t  a p p e a r  w h e n  w e  lan d e d
in E u ro p e,  a s  w ell a s  to  p r eve n t  g a m bling.”
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Pa ul c e r t ainly h a d  t h e  b e s t  of t h e  a r g u m e n t;  b u t  S h uffles
w a s  no t  convince d,  b e c a u s e  h e  did  no t  wis h  to  b e  convinc e d.

At eig h t  b ells, w h e n  t h e  fi r s t  p a r t  of t h e  po r t  w a tc h
w e n t  on  d u ty, t h e  wind  h a d  s hift e d  fro m  w e s t  to  no r t h;
t h e  s t u d din g-s ails  h a d  b e e n  t ak e n  in, t h e  s p a nk er,
m ain  s p e nc er, a n d  all t h e  s t ays ails  h a d  b e e n  s e t ,  a n d
t h e  s hip,  clos e-h a ule d,  w a s  b a r ely laying  h e r  cou r s e .  
The  wind  w a s  fre s h,  a n d  s h e  w a s  h e el e d  ove r  on  t h e
s t a r bo a r d  sid e,  so  t h a t  h e r  d e cks  for m e d  a  p r e t ty
s t e e p  incline d  pl a n e .   U n d e r  t h e s e  ci rcu m s t a n c e s,
it  r e q ui r e d  a  g r e a t  d e al  of skill a n d  w a tc hfuln es s
on  t h e  p a r t  of t h e  w h e el m e n  to  ke e p  t h e  s ails  full,
a n d  a t  t h e  s a m e  tim e  to  lay t h e  cou r s e .   As t h e
s hip’s h e a d  m e t  t h e  h e avy s e a s ,  a  g r e a t  d e al
of s p r ay  w a s  d a s h e d  on  d e ck, a n d  t h e  posi tion  of t h e
lookou t-m e n  on  t h e  top-g allan t  for ec a s tl e  w a s  no t
a s  co mfor t a bl e  a s  if t h e  w e a t h e r  h a d  b e e n  w a r m er. 
The r e  w a s  no  do d gin g; eve ry  s t u d e n t  w a s  oblige d  to
s t a n d  a t  his  pos t ,  w e t  o r  d ry, blow high  o r  blow low.

Wilton  h a d  b e e n  di sc h a r g e d  fro m  confine m e n t  in t h e
b rig,  w h e r e  Mr. Agne a u  h a d  visi t e d  hi m,  giving  him
good  a dvice  a n d  r eligious  ins t r uc tion,  a s  h e  did  to
all w ho  w e r e  p u nis h e d  in  a ny m a n n er, a n d  w a s  now  wit h
his  w a tc h  on  d eck.  The  n e w  r e g ula tion  w a s  p a r ticula rly
odious  to  “ou r  fellows,” a n d  Wilton  r e g a r d e d
hi m s elf a s  a  m a r ty r  to  t h e  po p ula r  c a us e ,  forg e t ti ng
t h a t  h e  h a d  b e e n  p u nis h e d  for  t h e  lies  h e  h a d  told.  
H e  a n d  t w e n ty o t h e r s  w e r e  forw a r d  to  s ay  t h ey “wouldn’t
s t a n d  it;” a n d  t h e  indig n a tion  s e e m e d  to  b e
inc r e a sin g  r a t h e r  t h a n  s u bsiding.

“Well, Wilton,  ho w  do  you  like  t h e  inside  of
t h e  b rig?” a sk e d  S h uffles,  w h e n  t h ey m e t  in
t h e  m ain top,  h aving  b e e n  s e n t  aloft  to  cle a r  a w ay t h e
bowline  b ridle  on  t h e  m ain-tops ail.

“I like  it  w ell e no u g h,” r e plied  Wilton.  
“I w a s n’t  going  to  blow on  t h e  fellows;
I would  s t ay  in  t h e r e  a  m o n t h  fir s t .”
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“Did you  give  u p  you r  m o n ey?”

“Of cou r s e  I did; I could n’t  h elp  mys elf.”

“How do  you  like  t h e  n e w  r e g ula tion?”

“I do n’t  like  it  a ny b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e  r e s t
of t h e  fellows  do,” a n s w e r e d  Wilton,  in s u rly
ton e s .   “I won’t  s t a n d  it, ei t h er.”

“O, I g u e s s  you  will,” lau g h e d  S h uffles.  
“I told  you Lowing ton  w a s  a  ty r a n t ,  b u t  you
wo uldn’t b elieve  m e .”

“Yes, I wo uld; a n d  I did.”

“The  fellows  will find  ou t  w h a t  h e  is b efo r e
t h ey a r e  m a ny d ays  older.”

“I t hink  t h ey  h ave  foun d  ou t  now, I s ay, S h uffles,
w a s  t his  t h e  ro w  you  s poke  a bo u t  las t  nigh t?”

“Yes; only t h e r e’s m o r e  of it  t h a n  I exp e c t e d.”

“How did  you  know  a ny t hin g  a bo u t  it b efo r e h a n d?”

“I h ave  a  w ay of finding  ou t  t h e s e  t hings ,”
r e plied  t h e  a r tful cons pi r a tor, mys t e riously. 
“I h ave  on e  o r  t wo  frien d s  a t  cou r t .”

“Is Paul Kend all on e  of t h e m?”

“No; h e  is a  sim ple ton.   H e  do n’t
know w hich  side  hi s  b r e a d  is b u t t e r e d .   If Lowing ton
t ak e s  s n uff, Kend all s n e ez es .”

“I h ave  s e e n  you t alking  wit h  hi m  t wo  o r  t h r e e
ti m es  to-d ay.”
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“I w a s  only p u m ping  hi m.”

“Well, t h e r e  is a  jolly ro w  on  bo a r d  now, a nyhow,”
a d d e d  Wilton,  a s  h e  p r e p a r e d  to  d e sc e n d  ove r  t h e  c a t-h a r ping s.

“Hold  on;  don’t  le t’s go  on  d eck
ye t,” int e r pos e d  S h uffles.   “I w a n t
to  know  w h a t  ou r  fellows  a r e  going  to  do.”

“They will c all u s  do w n,  if w e  s to p  h e r e .”

“Wh e n  t h ey do,  w e  will go  dow n,  t h e n ,”
r e plied  S h uffles,  a s  h e  s e a t e d  hi m s elf in t h e  top,
wi th  hi s  legs  t h ro u g h  t h e  lub b e r’s-hole.  
“Wh a t  a r e  ou r  fellows  going  to  do?  Do t h ey
m e a n  to  s t a n d  t his  t hin g?”

“They c a n’t  h elp  t h e m s elves; t h ey  a r e
m a d  e no u g h  to  do  a ny t hin g;  b u t  w h a t’s t h e  u s e?”
a d d e d  Wilton,  a s  h e  s e a t e d  hi m s elf by  t h e  side  of his
co m p a nion.

“Don’t you  t hink  t h ey  will join t h e  Lea g u e
now?”

“They would  join a ny t hing  t h a t  would  give  t h e m
t h ei r  r ig h t s .   I’ll join no w; b u t  I do n’t
w a n t  to  b e  tog gle d  in s uc h  a  w ay a s  you  s aid  las t
nig h t .”

“The n  you  c a n’t  b e  tog gle d  a t  all.”

“I h ave n’t  a ny ide a  of falling  ove r bo a r d
a c cide n t ally.  I’d r a t h e r  los e  my m o n ey
t h a n  do  t h a t .”

“It’s no t hing  b u t  a  for m,  Wilton.  
Be t w e e n  you  a n d  m e,  it’s only a  b u g b e ar, in t e n d e d
to  wo rk  u po n  t h e  n e rve s  a n d  t h e  im a gin a tion.   Of
cou r s e  w e  s houldn’t h elp  a ny fellow ove r bo a r d;
no  on e  wo uld  d a r e  to  do  a ny s uc h  t hing.”
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“I do n’t  like  t h e  sou n d  of t h e  t hing.”

“If you  r e ally m e a n  to  expos e  t h e  s e c r e t s  w hich
a r e  in t r u s t e d  to  you, I a dvis e  you no t  to  join.”

“I do n’t  m e a n  a ny s uc h  t hin g,” a d d e d
Wilton,  indign a n tly.

“If you  did n’t,  you  would n’t  b e
af r aid  of t h e  p e n al ty.”

“Toggle  m e ,  t h e n;  a n d  s e e  w h a t  I m e a n.”

“I do n’t  w a n t  you to  go  in if you  do n’t
b elieve  in  it.”

“But  I do  b elieve  in  it; so  go  a h e a d.”

S h uffles  p ro no u nc e d  t h e  ridiculous  obliga tion  a g ain,
a n d  Wilton  r e p e a t e d  it  af t e r  hi m.

“Now  you  a r e  tog gle d,” s aid  t h e  lea d er.

“Wh a t  a r e  w e  going  to  do?”

“Bring  in t h e  r e s t  of ou r  fellows; t h a t  is t h e
fir s t  job.   In  my opinion  w e  c a n  g e t  ove r  fifty
of t h e m  now.”

“I do n’t  know a bo u t  t h a t ,” a n s w e r e d
Wilton,  do u b tfully.

“I’m ve ry s u r e  w e  c a n.   If w e  g e t
e no u g h  to  t ak e  t h e  s hip,  w e  c a n  h ave  all t h e  r e s t
a s  soon  a s  w e  h ave  do n e  t h e  job.”

“Take  t h e  s hip!” exclaim e d  Wilton,  a p p alled
a t  t h e  ide a.

“Th a t’s w h a t  w e  m e a n.”

“I do n’t  b elieve  you  c a n  do  it,”
r e plied  t h e  do u b tful “link  in  t h e  Ch ain.”

“It’s t h e  e a sie s t  t hing  in t h e  world.  
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The  affai r  will co m e  off a t  s u p p e r  ti m e,  w h e n  t h e
p rofe sso r s  a r e  all in t h ei r  c a bin.   All w e  h ave
to  do  is to  cla p  t h e  h a t c h  on  t h e  af t e r  co m p a nion-w ay,
a n d  s ec u r e  t h e  doo r s  le a din g  fro m  t h e  m ain  c a bin  in to
t h e  s t e e r a g e .   The n  w e  h av e  t h e m,  a n d  t h ey c a n’t
h elp  t h e m s elves.”

“But  t h e  bo a t s w ain,  c a r p e n t er, a n d  s ailm ak e r
will b e  loos e.”

“No, t h ey  wo n’t.  At t h e  righ t  ti m e,
w e  will p a s s  t h e  wor d  for  t h e m,  a n d  s ay  t h a t  Lowing to n
w a n t s  to  s e e  t h e m  in t h e  m ain  c a bin.   As soon  a s
t h ey go  b elow w e  will p u t  t h e  h a t c h  on.”
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“The  cooks  a n d  s t e w a r d s  will s till b e  a t  la r g e .”

“We c a n  lock t h e m  u p  in t h e  ki tch e n.   If
t h ey  m a k e  t ro u ble,  I h ave  a  r evolver,” w his p e r e d
S h uffles.

“A r evolve r!   I won’t  h ave  a ny t hing
to  do  wit h  i t if you  a r e  goin g  to  u s e  pis tols,”
s aid  t h e  al a r m e d  confe d e r a t e .

“It’s only to  look a t;  t h e r e  will b e  no
occ a sion  to  u s e  it,” a n s w e r e d  S h uffles,  soo t hingly.

“The r e  will b e  tw elve  m e n ,  b e sid es  t h e  s t e w a r d s ,
locke d  u p  in t h e  m ain  c a bin.”

“Th a t’s so.”

“How long  do  you  s u p pos e  it wo uld  t ak e  t h e m
to  b r e ak  dow n  t h e  b ulkh e a d  b e t w e e n  t h e  c a bin  a n d  t h e
s t e e r a g e ,  o r  to  clim b  u p  t h ro u g h  t h e  skyligh t?”

“If t h ey  a t t e m p t  a ny thing  of t h a t  kind,  w e  c a n
s how  t h e m  t h e  r evolve r;  t h a t  will q uie t  t h e m.”

“You mig h t  frigh t e n  t h e  p a r so n  in t h a t  w ay;
b u t  do  you s u p pos e  m e n  like  Mr. Lowing ton,  Mr. Fluxion,
a n d  Pe aks,  w ho  h ave  b e e n  in  t h e  n avy so  long, will
b e  af r aid  of a  pis tol?”

“They won’t  w a n t  to  b e  s ho t ,  if t h ey h av e
b e e n  in t h e  n avy all t h ei r  lives.”

“The n  you  m e a n  to  s hoo t  t h e m?”

“They will t hink  w e  do, a n d  it  will b e  all t h e
s a m e.”

“I do n’t  know a bo u t  t his  b u sine s s.  
I’m af r aid  t h e  pis tol mi g h t  go  off, a n d  h u r t
so m e bo dy.”
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“I s u p pos e  you  could  r ais e  objec tions  all nigh t ,”
a d d e d  S h uffles,  co n t e m p t uo usly.  “I’m
no t  going  to  h ave  a ny m a n  ty r a n nize  ove r  m e ,  Wilton.  
I s u p pos e  if Lowing to n  w a n t s  to  p ull eve ry  fellow’s
t e e t h  ou t ,  you  wo n’t objec t.”

“I’m a s  m u c h  oppos e d  to  hi s  ty r a n ny a s
you  a r e ,  a n d  I will do  a nyt hing  t h a t  is r e a son a ble;
b u t  I w a n t  to  know  w h e t h e r  t h e  w a t e r  is ho t  o r  cold
b efo r e  I p u t  my  fing e r s  in to it.  Wh a t’s
t h e  u s e  of blu n d e ring  in to  a n  e n t e r p ri s e,  a n d  m a kin g
a  failu r e  of i t?”

“I h ave  no  ide a  of m a kin g  a  failu r e  of it. 
Did  you  eve r  know  m e  to  m a k e  a  failu r e  of a nyt hing
t h a t  I a t t e m p t e d?”

“Yes, I h ave.”

“Wh a t?”

“You failed  to  g e t  el ec t e d  c a p t ain  w h e n  w e  fir s t
c a m e  a bo a r d  of t h e  s hip.”

“Th a t  w a s  only b e c a u s e  w e  h a d  jus t  co m e  on  bo a r d?
t h e  fellows  did n’t  know  m e,  a n d  I didn’t
know t h e m.   We a r e  b e t t e r  a c q u ain t e d  now, a n d  I
a m  jus t  a s  s u r e  of s ucc e s s  a s  t ho u g h  w e  h a d  al r e a dy
wo n  it,” a d d e d  S h uffles,  confide n tly.  “I
do n’t  b elieve  in  m a kin g  failu r e s .”

“I do n’t  b elieve  t h e r e  is m o r e  t h a n  on e
c h a n c e  in  t e n  for  you  to  s ucc e e d,” con tinu e d
t h e  sc e p tic.

“The r e  isn’t  m o r e  t h a n  on e  ch a nc e  in t e n
for  u s  to  fail.  You a r e  a  bi r d  of evil o m e n.  
You h ave  no  fai th  in a ny t hing; a n d  if you  a r e  going
to  c ro ak  like  t his,  I do n’t w a n t  you  in t h e
Ch ain,” a d d e d  S h uffles,  p e t ula n tly.

“I’m in for  it, a l r e a dy; a n d  w h e n  I c a n
s e e  my w ay cle a rly, I s h all b e  a s  s t r on g  a s  you  a r e .”

“The n  do n’t c ro ak  a ny m o r e .   We m u s t
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go  to  wo rk  w hile  t h e  feve r  is on  t h e  fellows, a n d
m a k e  u p——”

“In t h e  m ain top,  a hoy!” s ho u t e d  t h e  m a s t er,
fro m  t h e  w ais t .

“On  d e ck!” r e plied  S h uffles.

“Lay dow n  fro m  alof t!”
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“Yes, sir.”

The  cons pi r a to r s  d e s c e n d e d,  af t e r  S h uffles  h a d  a d m o nish e d
his  s h a ky co m p a nion  to  b e  di sc r e e t .

“Wh a t  a r e  you  doing  in  t h e  top  so  long?”
d e m a n d e d  Fos t er, t h e  fir s t  m a s t er, a s  t h e  t r u a n t s
r e a c h e d  t h e  s h e e r-pole.

“Watching  t h e  s e a ,  sir,” r e plie d  S h uffles.  
“It  looks  fine  fro m  t h e  top.”

“Wh e n  you  h av e  do n e  w h a t  you  a r e  s e n t  aloft
for, i t is you r  d u ty to  co m e  dow n  a n d  r e po r t  it,”
a d d e d  t h e  officer.

S h uffles  m a d e  no  r e ply, a s  h e  p ro b a bly wo uld  h ave
do n e  if h e  h a d  no t  h a d  a  h e avy op e r a tion  on  hi s  h a n d s,
w hich  p r ev e n t e d  hi m  fro m  indulging  in  a ny side  q u a r r el s.

Exce p t  t h e  w h e elm e n  a n d  t h e  lookou t ,  t h e  w a t c h  on
d eck  w a s  divide d  in to  li t tl e  g ro u ps,  w ho  w e r e  q u a r t e r e d
in t h e  m o s t  co mfo r t a ble  pl ac es  t h ey could  find,  t elling
s ton es ,  o r  discus sing  t h e  exci ting  topic of t h e  d ay.

“Sh uffles,  so m e  of ou r  fellows  w a n t  to  s e e  you
a n d  Wilton,” s aid  Adler, a s  t h e  fir s t  m a s t e r
w e n t  b elow, to  ins p ec t  t h e  s t e e r a g e ,  a t  t wo  b ells.

“Wh a t’s u p?” d e m a n d e d  t h e  cons pi r a tor.

“Don’t s ay  a ny t hing,” a d d e d  t h e
m e s s e n g er, a s  h e  led  t h e  w ay to  t h e  s t e e r a g e  skyligh t ,
u n d e r  t h e  lee  of w hich  S a n bo r n  a n d  Grim m e  h a d  s tow e d
t h e m s elves  a w ay, ou t  of t h e  r e ac h  of t h e  s t r e a m  t h a t
w a s  flowing  along  t h e  w a t e r-w ays,  a n d  of t h e  s p r ay
w hich  w a s  d a s hin g  ove r  t h e  w e a t h e r  bow s.

The  p a r ty  fro m  alof t,  wi th  t h e  m e s s e n g er, inc r e a s e d
t h e  g ro u p  to  five, w hich  w a s  t h e  to t al  n u m b e r  of “ou r
fellows” t h a t  could  b e  m u s t e r e d  in t h e  fi r s t
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p a r t  of t h e  po r t  w a tc h.

“Wh a t’s u p?” d e m a n d e d  S h uffles,
w h e n  h e  h a d  s e a t e d  hi m s elf by t h e  skyligh t .

“We in t e n d  to  pip e  to  misc hief, to-nig h t ,  S h uffles
a n d  w e  w a n t  so m e  h elp  fro m  you,” s aid  S a n bo r n,
in  r e ply.

“We h av e  b e e n  ro b b e d  of ou r  m o n ey, a n d  w e  a r e
going  to  h av e  s a tisfac tion,  so m e how  or  o t h er,”
a d d e d  Gri m m e,  in  expla n a tion.   “We a r e  no t
going  to  s t a n d  t his  so r t  of t hing.   We m u s t  t e a c h
Lowing to n  a n d  t h e  p rofesso r s  t h a t  t h ey c a n’t
p u t  ou r  nos e s  to  t h e  g rin ds ton e.”

“Exac tly so!” exclaim e d  S h uffles.  
“And you in t e n d  to  p u t  t h e m  t h e r e  you r s elves.  
In  o th e r  wo r d s,  you  m e a n  to  g e t  in to  so m e  sc r a p e,  a n d
b e  p u nish e d  for  it, a s  I w a s.”

“No, w e  don’t.   We a r e  going  to  work
m a n-of-w a r  s tyle.   Old  Pe aks  told  u s  how  to  do
it, w h e n  w e  w e r e  on  w a tc h  las t  nig h t ,” r e plied
Grim m e.

“Pe aks?”

“Yes, h e  s p u n  u s  a  ya r n  a bo u t  m a n-of-w a r  life,
a n d  told  u s  how  t h e  m e n  s e rve  ou t  t h e  office r s  w h e n
t h ey do n’t  b e h av e  t h e m s elves.”

“Pe aks  told  you  t his—did  h e?”
d e m a n d e d  S h uffles.

“Of cou r s e  h e  didn’t  m e a n  to  h ave  u s  do
a ny t hing  of t h e  kind.”

“Well, ho w  did  h e  t ell you to  s e rve  ou t  t h e
office r s?”

“M ake  t h e m  u n co mfor t a bl e;  ke e p  t h e m  in a  ho r n e t’s
n e s t  all t h e  tim e.”

“How?  Ho w?” a sk e d  S h uffles,  imp a ti e n tly.
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“Why, if t h e  u n po p ula r  office r  w e n t  forw a r d,
a  b elaying  pin  w a s  s u r e  to  d rop  on  hi s  h e a d  o r  hi s
fee t;  a  t a r  c a n  o r  a  p ain t  po t  wo uld  b e  u p s e t  on  his
b ack; or, if h e  w e n t  b elow, a  c a n no n  b all w a s  liable
to  roll ou t  of a  s ho t  c a s e  u po n  hi m.   Of cou r s e
no  on e  eve r  kn e w  t h e  a u t ho r  of t his  misc hief.”
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“Do you  p ro pos e  to  pl ay off a ny of t h e s e  t ricks
on  Lowing ton?” d e m a n d e d  S h uffles.

“We h av e  go t  a  ro d  in pickle  for  hi m,”
r e plied  Grim m e,  ch uckling.

“Wh a t  is it?”

“We in t e n d  to  give  hi m  a  dos e  of ke ros e n e  oil,
to  b e gin  wi th,” lau g h e d  S a n bo r n.

“On e  of t h e  s t e w a r d s  left  hi s  oil c a n  on  t h e
fore  sc u t tl e  ladd er, af t e r  t h e  h a t c h  w a s  p u t  on  to
k e e p  t h e  s p r ay  ou t,  a n d  I took pos s e ssion  of it,”
a d d e d  Gri m m e,  h a r dly a bl e  to  ke e p  his  mi r t h  wi thin
t h e  limi ts  of p r u d e nc e.

“Wh a t  a r e  you  going  to  do  wi th  it?” a sk e d
S h uffles.

“We a r e  going  to  give  Lowing to n  t h e  con t e n t s
of t h e  c a n,  a n d  t h e n  t h row  it  ove r bo a r d.”

“Ind e e d!   Who is t h e  fellow t h a t  h a s  boldn e s s
e no u g h  to  do  t his  t hing?”

“I h ave;  a n d  I h ave  volun t e e r e d  to  do  t h e  job,”
a n s w e r e d  Gri m m e,  wi th  a  d e g r e e  of a s s u r a n c e  w hich
a s tonish e d  eve n  S h uffles.

“You d a r e  no t  do  it!”

“I d a r e ,  a n d  I will, if t h e  fellows  will s t a n d
by m e.   Lowing to n  is si t ting  a t  t h e  t a bl e  in t h e
p rofe sso r s’ c a bin,  r igh t  u n d e r  t h e  skyligh t ,
r e a din g.   On e  s e c tion  of t h e  skyligh t  is op e n,
a n d  you c a n  s e e  him,  a s  pl ain  a s  d ay.  I t’s
a s  d a rk  a s  a  pocke t  on  d e ck, a n d  t h e  office r s  c a n’t
s e e  you t w e n ty fee t  off.  All I h ave  to  do  is to
pop  t h e  oil t h ro u g h  t h e  op e nin g,  a n d  g e t  ou t  of t h e
w ay.”
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“Wh a t  t h e n?”

“Why, h e  will co m e  on  d e ck, a n d  t ry to  find
ou t  w ho  did  it; b u t  h e  c a n’t.”

“Pe r h a p s  h e  c a n .”

“No, h e  c a n’t; only h alf a  doze n  of t h e
fellows  will know a ny t hin g  a bo u t  it,  a n d  of cou r s e
t h ey wo n’t le t  on.”

“Su p pos e  h e  don’t  find  ou t .   Wh a t
good  will t his  t rick do?”

“The  s eco n d  p a r t  of t h e  po r t  w a tc h  m u s t  follow
u p  t h e  g a m e.   Lowing ton  will co m e  on  d e ck  a t  eig h t
b ells, a n d  Mon ro e,  in  t h e  s t a r bo a r d  w a t c h,  will give
hi m  a no t h e r  dos e.”

“Wh a t  will t h a t  b e?”

“Slus h  t h e  fir s t  s t e p  of t h e  lad d e r  a t  t h e  af t e r
co m p a nion-w ay, a n d  le t  hi m  t u m ble  dow n  s t ai r s ,”
c h uckle d  Grim m e.

“The n  Lynch  will give  hi m  so m e  m o r e ,”
s aid  Adler.

“Well, you  m ay b r e a k  hi s  n e ck  w h e n  h e  t u m bles
dow n  t h e  ladd er.  I’ll h ave  no t hing  to  do
wi th  a ny of t hos e  t ricks,” a d d e d  S h uffles,  d e cide dly. 
“If you  w a n t  to  pip e  to  misc hief, I’m
wi th  you, b u t  in no  s uc h  w ay a s  t h a t .   Thos e  a r e
lit tle,  m e a n,  di r ty  t ricks.”

“But  t h ey  will ke e p  hi m  in ho t  w a t e r  all t h e
ti m e,  a n d  h e  will g e t  sick  of b eing  a  ty r a n t  ove r
t h e  fellows  in les s  t h a n  a  w e ek.  The r e  a r e  t w e n ty
t hin gs  w e  mig h t  do  to  a n noy hi m,  w hich  wo uld  h elp  to
b ring  hi m  to  hi s  s e ns e s .   For  ins t a nc e ,  w h e n  t h e
s t e w a r d  c a r ri es  t h e  coffe e  in to  t h e  p rofes so r s’
c a bin,  on e  fellow mig h t  e n g a g e  hi s  a t t e n tion,  w hile
a no t h e r  d ro ps  a  lum p  of s al t ,  a  h a n dful of p e p p er,
o r  a  pi ec e  of tob a cco  in to  t h e  u r n .”
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“I do n’t  w a n t  to  h e a r  a ny m o r e  of s uc h
low-lived  t r icks,” in t e r pos e d  t h e  m a g nifice n t
con s pi r a tor.  “If you  w a n t  to  pip e  to  misc hief,
le t  u s  do  it like  m e n.”

“Wh a t  wo uld  you  do?  Fifty of t h e  fellows,
a t  le a s t ,  will go  in to  a ny t hing  to  p u nis h  Lowing to n
for  hi s  ty r a n ny.”
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“Join t h e  Ch ain,  t h e n ,” s aid  S h uffles,
in  a  w his p er, a n d  wi t h  a  s ui t a ble  p a r a d e  of mys t e ry.

“The  w h a t?”

“The  Ch ain.”

The  objec t  of t h e  Le a g u e  w a s  d uly explaine d;  a n d  b efo r e
t h e  s econ d  p a r t  of t h e  po r t  w a tc h  c a m e  on  d eck, t h r e e
n e w  m e m b e r s  h a d  b e e n  “tog gle d.”  Gr e a tly
to  t h e  s a ti sfac tion  of S h uffles,  a n d  to  t h e  a s tonis h m e n t
of Wilton,  t h ey  did  no t  h e si t a t e  a t  t h e  p e n al ty of
t h e  obliga tion,  a n d  s e e m e d  to  b e  e n ti r ely willing
to  “fall ove r bo a r d  a ccid e n t ally” if t h ey
failed  to  m a k e  s t ro n g  a n d  fai thful “links  in
t h e  Ch ain.”

CHAPTER XIV.

ALL HANDS, REEF  TOPSAILS!

Augus t u s  Pelha m,  t h e  fou r t h  lieu t e n a n t  of t h e  Young
Ame rica,  w a s  al mos t  t h e  only m alcon t e n t  a m o n g  t h e
office r s;  t h e  only on e  w ho  p e r sis t e n tly d e cline d  to
b e  r e conciled  to  t h e  n e w  r e g ula tion.   Oth e r s  objec t e d
to  it; o th e r s  c ri ticise d  it,  a n d  eve n  r e g a r d e d  t h e
a c t  a s  ty r a n nic al; b u t  t h e  good  offices  of Pa ul Kend all,
w ho  a r g u e d  t h e  q u e s tion  wit h  t h e m,  a s  h e  did  wi th
S h uffles,  h a d  in  a  m e a s u r e  concilia t e d  t h e m,  a n d  t h ey
w e r e  a t  le a s t  di spos e d  to  s u b mi t  g r a c efully to  t h e
o r d er.  Bu t  Pelha m  w a s  no t  of t hi s  n u m b e r  H e  w a s
a bove  t h e  ave r a g e  a g e ,  a n d,  like  t h e  c hief cons pi r a to r
on  bo a r d,  exp ec ting  to  leave  t h e  s hip  a t  t h e  e n d  of
t h e  fir s t  ye ar, h a d  no t  exe r t e d  hi m s elf to  t h e  ex t e n t
of his  a bili ty.  H e  h a d  b e e n  fir s t  lieu t e n a n t
a n d  h a d  no w  fallen  to  fou r t h.   H e  w a s  olde r  t h a n
t h e  c a p t ain,  a n d  it  g alled  hi m  to  b e  s u bjec t  to  on e
youn g e r  t h a n  hi m s elf.
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H e  w a s  dis s a tisfied  wi th  hi s  r a nk,  a n d  t his  h a d  a
t e n d e n cy to  m a k e  hi m  a  g r u m bler.  I t  n e e d e d  only
a n  a p p e a r a n c e  of ty r a n ny o r  injus tice  to  a r r ay  hi m
in s pi ri t  a g ain s t  t h e  a u t ho ri tie s  of t h e  s hip.  
S h uffles  kn e w  his  s t a t e  of min d,  a n d  w a s  p r e p a r e d
to  t ak e  a dv a n t a g e  of i t, ho pin g  t h ro u g h  hi m  to  g ain
o th e r  discon t e n t e d  s pi ri t s  in t h e  c a bin.

Whe n  t h e  fir s t  p a r t  of t h e  po r t  w a t c h  w a s  r eli eve d,
t h e  “Ch ain” consis t e d  of five links,  a n d
t h e  cons pi r a to r s  w e r e  w ell s a tisfied  wit h  t h e  p r e s e n t
s ucc e s s  of t h e  e n t e r p ris e.   E ac h  of t h e  n e w  m e m b e r s
of t h e  Le a g u e  w a s  co m mission e d  to  ob t ain  a  r e c r ui t ,
w hos e  n a m e  w a s  give n  to  hi m,  a n d  h e  w a s  r e q ui r e d  to
r e po r t  u po n  t h e  c a s e ,  to  S h uffles,  b efo r e  eig h t  b ells
in  t h e  af t e r noon  w a tc h.   As a  m e a s u r e  of p r e c a u tion,
it  w a s  r e q ui r e d  t h a t  no  m e e ting s  s hould  b e  h eld; t h a t
no t  m o r e  t h a n  t h r e e  m e m b e r s  s ho uld  a s s e m ble  for  b u sine s s
a t  a ny on e  tim e.   The  u t mos t  c a r e  a n d  ci rcu m s p e c tion
w e r e  u r g e d,  a n d  it  w a s  a g r e e d  t h a t  no t  a  wor d  s hould
b e  s aid  in  t h e  s t e e r a g e ,  w h e r e  it w a s  possible  for
a ny of t h e  p rofe sso r s  to  ove r h e a r  i t.

The  s e con d  p a r t  of t h e  po r t  w a t c h,  wi th  Pelh a m  a s
office r  of t h e  d e ck,  w e n t  on  d u ty a t  t e n  o’clock. 
The  wind  h a d  b e e n  fre s h e nin g  for  t h e  las t  t wo  ho u r s ,
a n d  it  w a s  now  n e c e s s a ry  to  r e d uc e  s ail.  The  royals
w e r e  fir s t  t ak e n  in, a n d  t h e n  t h e  top-g alla n t  s ails.

“We c a n’t  lay t his  cou r s e,  sir,”
s aid  Burc h m o r e ,  t h e  q u a r t e r m a s t er, w ho  w a s  con nin g
t h e  h el m.   “The  wind  is h a uling  to  t h e  e a s t w a r d .”
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“M ake  t h e  cou r s e  e a s t  by  no r t h  t h e n,”
r e plied  Pelh a m,  wi thou t  t aking  t h e  t ro u ble  to  cons ul t
t h e  c a p t ain  o r  Mr. Fluxion, bo t h  of w ho m  w e r e  on  d e ck.

“The  win d  is no r t h-no r t h-e a s t ,  sir,” r e po r t e d
t h e  q u a r t e r m a s t er, a  s ho r t  tim e  af t e r w a r d s .

“Keep  h e r  e a s t  t h e n.”

At six b ells  t h e  wind  w a s  no r t h-e a s t ,  a n d  co ming  h e avie r
a n d  h e avie r  eve ry  m o m e n t .   The  s hip  w a s  h e a d e d
e a s t-so u t h-e a s t ,  a n d  it  w a s  evide n t  t h a t  s h e  s till
h a d  on  m o r e  s ail t h a n  s h e  could  e a sily c a r ry.

“Wh a t’s t h e  cou r s e ,  Mr. Pelh a m?”
a sk e d  Ca p t ain  Gor don.

“E as t-sou t h-e a s t ,  sir,” r e plie d  Pelh a m.

“The  cou r s e  give n  ou t  w a s  e a s t-no r t h-e a s t .”

“I h ave  c h a n g e d  it t h r e e  tim e s  wi t hin  t h e  las t
ho ur,” a n s w e r e d  t h e  fou r t h  lieu t e n a n t ,  in  r a t h e r
s u rly to n e s.

“By w hos e  o r d e r?” d e m a n d e d  t h e  c a p t ain.

“By no  on e’s o r d er, sir.”

“You know  t h e  r e g ula tion  for  t h e  office r  of
t h e  d e ck.   H e  is no t  p e r mi t t e d  to  al t e r  t h e  cou r s e
of t h e  s hip,  u nle s s  to  avoid  so m e  s u d d e n  d a n g er, wi thou t
info r ming  t h e  c a p t ain.”

“I h a d  to  al t e r  t h e  cou r s e,  o r  h av e  t h e  tops ails
t h row n  a b a ck,” r e plied  Pelh a m.

“Very likely it  w a s  p ro p e r  to  al t e r  t h e  cou r s e;
b u t  it w a s  al so  p ro p e r  to  info r m  m e,  e s p e cially w h e n
I w a s  on  d eck.”
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“Very w ell, Ca p t ain  Gordo n.   I will no t
al t e r  t h e  cou r s e  a g ain  wi tho u t  you r  o r d er,”
a d d e d  t h e  fou r t h  lieu t e n a n t ,  s t iffly.

“The  r e g ula tion  is no t  min e,  Mr. Pelh a m,”
con tinu e d  t h e  c a p t ain,  s t e r nly.

As t h e  wind  inc r e a s e d,  s ail w a s  r e d u c e d  to  to ps ails
a n d  cou r s e s ,  jib a n d  s p a nk e r;  b u t  a t  s eve n  b ells  eve n
t h e s e  w e r e  foun d  to  b e  too  m u c h  for  h er.

“Ca p t ain  Gordo n,  it is co min g  h e avier,”
s aid  Mr. Fluxion.  “I t hink  it  will b e  n ec es s a ry
to  r e ef.”

“I w a s  t hinking  of t h a t ,  sir.  The  wind
is no r t h-e a s t ,  a n d  blowing  a  g ale.”

“You h a d  b e t t e r  c all a ll h a n d s,  a n d  do  it a t
onc e .”

“Mr. Pelh a m,  you  will c all a ll h a n d s  to  r e ef
tops ails!”

“All h a n d s,  si r?”

“Ce r t ainly, Mr. Pelha m;  t h a t  w a s  my or d er,”
r e plied  t h e  c a p t ain,  m o r e  s h a r ply t h a n  u s u al, for
t h e r e  w a s  so m e t hing  in  t h e  m a n n e r  of t h e  office r  of
t h e  d e ck  w hich  h e  did  no t  like,  a n d  h e  foun d  it n e c e s s a ry
to  m ain t ain  t h e  dig ni ty of his  posi tion.

Pelha m  to uc h e d  his  c a p;  h e  fel t  t h e  w eigh t  of a u t ho ri ty
u po n  hi m  h e avie r  t h a n  eve r  b efo r e .   U n til r ec e n tly
h e  h a d  alw ays  p e rfo r m e d  his  d u ty c h e e rfully, a n d  w a s
con sid e r e d  a  fir s t-r a t e  officer.  Sinc e  t h e  n e w
r e g ul a tion  h a d  b e e n  p u t  in force ,  a n d  h e  h a d  b e e n  co m p elled
to  d elive r  u p  t e n  sove r eig ns  in his  pos s e s sion  h e
h a d  b e e n  r a t h e r  di s a g r e e a ble.   In  t h e  c a bin  h e
h a d  u s e d  so m e  lan g u a g e  r eflec ting  u po n  t h e  p rincip al,
a n d  h e  w a s  no w  r e g a r d e d  a s  a  m alcon t e n t  by t h e  c a p t ain,
a n d  by t hos e  w ho  s till s u s t ain e d  t h e  di scipline  of
t h e  s hip.

“Mor rison,” c alled  h e ,  a s  h e  w e n t  forw a r d
to  t h e  w ais t .
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“H e r e ,  sir,” r e plied  t h e  bo a t s w ain,  w ho
b elon g e d  in t his  q u a r t e r  w a tc h;  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  a  bo a t s w ain’s
m a t e  in e a c h  of t h e  o t h e r s.
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“Call a ll h a n d s  to  r e ef  to ps ails.”

The  s h rill pip e  of t h e  bo a t s w ain’s w his tl e  soon
r a n g  a bove  t h e  ho wling  winds,  w hich  now  sou n d e d  gloo mily
t h ro u g h  t h e  rigging.   The  c all w a s  r e p e a t e d  in
t h e  s t e e r a g e ,  a n d  a t  t h e  doo r  of t h e  af t e r  c a bin,  w h e r e
it  could  b e  h e a r d  by t h e  office r s ,  for  no  on e  on  bo a r d
is exe m p t e d  w h e n  all h a n d s  a r e  c alled.   This  w a s
t h e  fir s t  t a s t e  of t h e  h a r d s hips  of a  s e a m a n’s
life  to  w hich  t h e  s t u d e n t s  h a d  b e e n  invit ed.   I t
is no t  pl e a s a n t ,  to  s ay  t h e  lea s t ,  to  b e  t u r n e d  ou t
of a  w a r m  b e d  in a  g al e,  w h e n  t h e  wind  co m e s  cold
a n d  fu rious,  lad e n  wi t h  t h e  s p r ay  of t h e  oce a n,  a n d
b e  s e n t  aloft  in t h e  rig gin g  of t h e  s hip,  w h e n  s h e
is r olling  a n d  pi tc hing,  ju m ping  a n d  je rking,  in t h e
m a d  w aves.   Bu t  t h e r e  is no  excus e  a t  s uc h  a  tim e,
a n d  no t hing  b u t  posi tive  p hysical di s a bili ty c a n  exe m p t
office r  o r  s e a m a n  fro m  d u ty.

It  w a s  t h e  fir s t  ti m e  t h e  boys  h a d  s e e n  a  g al e  a t
s e a ,  a n d  t ho u g h  it  w a s  no t  yet  w h a t  would  b e  c alled
a  s t ro n g  g al e,  it  w a s  s ufficien tly t e r rific to  p ro d uc e
a  d e e p  imp r e s sion  u po n  t h e m.   The  s hip  w a s  s till
clos e-h a ule d,  u n d e r  tops ails  a n d  cou r s e s ,  wi th  jib
a n d  s p a nk er.  The  wind  c a m e  in h e avy bl as t s ,  a n d
w h e n  t h ey s t r uck  t h e  s ails, t h e  Young  Americ a  h e el e d
over, u n til h e r  lee  ya r d-a r m  s e e m e d  to  b e  dipping
t h e  w av es.   H u g e  billows  c a m e  ro a rin g  do w n  fro m
t h e  win dw a r d,  c row n e d  wi th  w hi t e  foa m,  a n d  p r e s e n tin g
a n  a wful a s p e c t  in t h e  nig h t ,  s t r iking  t h e  s hip,  lifting
h e r  bow  high  in  t h e  air, a n d  b r e a king  ove r  t h e  r ail,
po u rin g  tons  of w a t e r  on  t h e  d e ck.

Befor e  t h e  w hole  c r e w  h a d  b e e n  c alled,  eve ry op e nin g
in t h e  d e ck  h a d  b e e n  s ec u r e d,  a n d  t h e  pl a nk  g u a r d s
plac e d  ove r  t h e  gla s s  in t h e  skyligh t s .   Life
line s  h a d  b e e n  s t r e t c h e d  along  t h e  d ecks,  a n d  t h e
s win ging  po r t s ,  t h ro u g h  w hich  t h e  w a t e r  t h a t  c a m e  ove r
t h e  r ail e s c a p e d,  w e r e  c ross e d  wit h  w h ale  line  by
Pe aks,  to  p r eve n t  a ny u nlucky boy fro m  b ein g  w a s h e d
t h ro u g h,  if h e  h a p p e n e d  to  b e  t h ro w n  off hi s  fee t  by
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a  r u s h  of w a t e r  to  t h e  sc u p p e r s .

The  sc e n e  w a s  wild a n d  s t a r tling;  it  w a s  eve n  t e r rible
to  t hos e  w ho  h a d  n eve r  s e e n  a ny t hing  of t h e  kind  b efor e ,
t hou g h  t h e  old  s ailor s  r e g a r d e d  it  q ui t e  a s  a  m a t t e r
of cou r s e .   Pe aks  h a d  n eve r  b e e n  know n  to  b e  so
jolly a n d  excit e d  sinc e  h e  c a m e  on  bo a r d .   H e  w a s
full of jokes  a n d  wi t ty s ayings;  h e  s e e m e d  to  b e  in
his  el e m e n t  now, a n d  all hi s  pow e r s  of body a n d  min d
w e r e  in t h e  ke e n e s t  s t a t e  of exci t e m e n t .

The  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  dis pos e d  to  look u po n  it  a s  a  ro u g h
ti m e,  a n d  do u b tle s s  so m e  of t h e m  t hou g h t  t h e  s hip
w a s  in g r e a t  p e ril.  N o t  a  few of t h e m  p r e t e n d e d
to  e njoy t h e  sc e n e,  a n d  t alke d  a m azingly s al t ,  a s  t hou g h
t h ey h a d  b e e n  u s e d  to  t his  kind  of t hin g  all t h ei r
lives.   Mr. Lowing to n  c a m e  on  d e ck,  w h e n  all h a n d s
w e r e  c alled; a n d  t hou g h,  to  his  exp e ri enc e d  eye,  t h e r e
w a s  no  d a n g e r  w hile  t h e  s hip  w a s  w ell m a n a g e d,  h e  w a s
exc e e din gly a nxious ,  for  it  w a s  a  t im e  w h e n  a c cide n t s
w e r e  p ro n e  to  h a p p e n,  a n d  t h e  loss  of a  boy a t  s uc h
a n  ho ur, wo uld  e n d a n g e r  t h e  s ucc e ss  of his  g r e a t  exp e ri m e n t .  
On  d e ck, t h e  s t u d e n t s  could  no t  g e t  ove r bo a r d  wi thou t
t h e  g ros s e s t  c a r ele s s n e s s;  b u t  it w a s  p e rilous  to  s e n d
t h e m  alof t  in t h e  gloo m  of t h e  howling  t e m p e s t .  
H e  h a d  ho p e d  t h a t  h e  mig h t  b e  p e r mi t t e d  to  m e e t  t h e
onsl a u g h t  of t h e  fi r s t  g al e  t h e  s hip  e n co u n t e r e d  in
t h e  d ay tim e;  b u t  a s  t h e  “cle rk  of t h e  w e a t h e r”
o th e r wise  o r d ain e d  it, h e  w a s  co m p elled  to  m a k e  t h e
b e s t  of t h e  ci rcu m s t a nc e s.
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Befor e  t h e  m a n o e uv r e  of r e efing,  in  t h e  g al e,  w a s
b e g u n,  Mr. Fluxion  w a s  s e n t  forw a r d.   Bit t s  w a s
plac e d  in t h e  for e  rig ging,  Pe aks  in t h e  m ain,  a n d
Le ac h  in t h e  mizze n,  to  s e e  t h a t  t h e  youn g  t a r s  did
no t  n e e dle ssly expos e  t h e m s elves,  a n d  t h a t  t h ey u s e d
all p ro p e r  p r e c a u tions  to  avoid  a n  a c cide n t .  
All t h e  office r s  w e r e  a t  t h ei r  s t a tions.

“M a n  t h e  tops ail clewlines,  a n d  b u n tline s,  a n d
t h e  w e a t h e r  tops ail b r a c e s,” s hou t e d  H av e n,
t h e  fir s t  lieu t e n a n t  w ho  alw ays  h a n dle d  t h e  s hip  w h e n
all h a n d s  w e r e  c alled.   “St a n d  by t h e  lee
b r a c e s ,  bowline s,  a n d  h alya r d s.”

The  cle wline s  a r e  rop e s  fas t e n e d  to  t h e  co r n e r s  of
t h e  tops ail, p a s sing  t h ro u g h  blocks  on  t h e  tops ail
ya r d,  a n d  le a ding  dow n  to  t h e  d e ck  t h ro u g h  t h e  lubb e r’s
hole.   They a r e  u s e d  in  h a uling  t h e  co r n e r s  of
t h e  s ail u p  w h e n  t h ey a r e  to  b e  r e efe d  o r  fu rled.

The  b u n tline s  a r e  t wo  ro p e s  a t t ac h e d  to  c ringle s,
o r  eye s,  in t h e  bo t to m  of t h e  s ail, w hich  a r e  u s e d
for  h a uling  u p  t h e  mi ddle,  o r  b u n t ,  of t h e  tops ail.

The  b r a c es  a r e  t h e  ro p es  s e c u r e d  to  t h e  e n d s  of t h e
ya r ds ,  le a din g  dow n  to  t h e  d e ck,  di r e c tly, o r  to  a
m a s t  fi rs t ,  a n d  t h e n c e  b elow, by  w hich  t h e  ya r ds  a n d
t h e  s ails  a t t ac h e d  to  t h e m  a r e  h a ule d  ro u n d  so  a s  to
t ak e  t h e  wind.   They a r e  dis ting uis h e d  by t h e
t e r m s  “w e a t h e r”  a n d  “le e,”
t h e  for m e r  b ein g  t hos e  on  t h e  side  fro m  w hich  t h e
wind  co m e s,  t h e  la t t e r  on  t h e  op posi t e  side.  
They al so  h av e  t h ei r  s p ecific n a m e s,  a s  t h e  “we a t h e r
for e-top-g allan t  b r a c e ,” t h e  “lee  m ain
b r a c e .”

The  bo wlines  a r e  ro p e s  a t t a c h e d  to  t h e  leec h e s  of
s q u a r e  s ails  to  d r a w  t h e  e d g e  forw a r d ,  so  t h a t  t h ey
m ay t ak e  t h e  win d  b e t t er.  They a r e  fas t e n e d  to
t h e  b ridles,  w hic h  a r e  loops  like  t hos e  of a  ki t e ,
t wo  o r  t h r e e  of t h e m  ex te n din g  fro m  t h e  sid e  of t h e
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s ail.

The  h alya r d s  a r e  t h e  rop e s  by  w hich  a ny s ail is hois t e d.  
For  s q u a r e  s ails  t h ey  a r e  s ec u r e d  to  t h e  ya r ds ,  w hich,
wi th  t h e  exc e p tion  of t h e  lowe r  on e  on  e a c h  m a s t  slide
u p  a n d  dow n.

“Clea r  a w ay t h e  bowlines,” s aid  t h e  fir s t
lieu t e n a n t  w h e n  all h a n d s  w e r e  r e po r t e d  r e a dy for
t h e  m a no e uv r e  w hich  h a d  b e e n  o r d e r e d.

At t his  co m m a n d  t h e  bowlines  on  t h e  tops ails  a n d  cou r s e s
w e r e  u nfa s t e n e d.

“All cle ar, sir,” r e po r t e d  t h e  office r s
fro m  t h ei r  s t a tions.

“Rou n d  in t h e  w e a t h e r  b r a c e s ,  e a s e  off t h e  lee
b r a c e s!” w a s  t h e  n ext  o r d er.  “Se t tl e
a w ay t h e  tops ail h alya r ds!   Clew dow n!”

To ro u n d  in t h e  w e a t h e r  b r a c e s  w a s  sim ply to  h a ul
t h e m  u p  a s  t h e  lee  b r a c e s  w e r e  sl ack e d,  so  t h a t  t h e
ya r d  w a s  s q u a r e d .   As t h e  co m m a n d  w a s  exec u t e d ,
t h e  s ail w a s  “spilled,” o r  t h e  wind  t h row n
ou t  of it.

“H a ul  ou t  t h e  r e ef t a ckle s!  H a ul  u p  t h e
b u n tline s!” con tinu e d  t h e  exec u tive  officer.

To r e ef a  s ail is to  t ie  u p  a  po r tion  of it, so  a s
to  p r e s e n t  les s  s u rfac e  of c a nvas  to  t h e  forc e  of
t h e  win d.   Tops ails  a r e  r e efe d  in  t h e  u p p e r  p a r t ;
a  po r tion  of t h e  s ail n e a r e s t  to  t h e  ya r d  fro m  w hich
it  is s u s p e n d e d  b eing  rolled  u p  a n d  s e c u r e d  by s t rin gs
to  t h e  ya r d.   For e  a n d  af t  s ails, like  t h e  s p a nk er,
t h e  for e  a n d  m ain  s p e nc e r s ,  o r  t h e  m ains ail of a  sc hoo n er,
a r e  r e efe d  a t  t h e  foot,  t h e  low e r  p a r t  b ein g  ti e d  dow n
to  t h e  boo m.
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The  to ps ails  of t h e  Young  Ame rica  h a d  t h r e e  r e ef  b a n d s,
o r  s t rip s  of c a nv as  s e w e d  c ro ss wis e  ove r  t h e m,  in
w hich  w e r e  t h e  r e ef poin t s,  o r  s t ri ngs  by  w hich  t h e
s ail is ti e d  u p  w h e n  r e ef e d.   Wh e n  t h e  firs t  o r
hig h e s t  r ow  of r e ef poin t s  w a s  u s e d,  t h e  s ail w a s  single
r e efe d;  w h e n  t h e  s e con d  w a s  u s e d ,  it  w a s  do u ble  r e efe d;
a n d  w h e n  t h e  t hi r d  row  w a s  u s e d,  i t w a s  close  r e ef ed.  
On  e a c h  side  of t h e  s ail, a t  t h e  e n d  of e a c h  r e ef
b a n d,  w a s  a  c ringle,  o r  ey e,  in w hich  t h e  r e ef p e n d e n t
w a s  fas t e n e d.   The  r e ef t a ckle  co nsis t s  of a  r o p e
p a s sing  fro m  t h e  eye,  a t  t h e  e n d  of t h e  r e ef b a n d,
t h ro u g h  a  block a t  t h e  ext r e mi ty of t h e  ya r d,  t h e n c e
to  t h e  m a s t ,  a n d  dow n  to  t h e  d eck.  H a uling  on
t his  r op e  d r a w s  t h e  r e q ui r e d  po r tion  of t h e  s ail u p
to  t h e  ya r d  in r e a din e s s  to  b e  r e efe d.

The  r e ef t a ckle s  w e r e  h a ule d  ou t ,  a n d  t h e  b u n tline s
h a ule d  u p  to  b rin g  t h e  s ail w h e r e  it  could  b e  e a sily
h a n dled.   Wh e n  t h e  s ail is to  b e  r e efe d,  t h e  s e a m e n
h ave  to  a  “lay ou t” on  t h e  ya r ds ,  a n d  ti e
u p  t h e  s ail.  To e n a ble  t h e m  to  do  t his  wi th  s afe ty,
t h e r e  a r e  ho r s e s ,  o r  foot-ro p es ,  ex t e n ding  fro m  t h e
slings ,  o r  mid dle  of t h e  s p ar, to  t h e  ya r d-a r m s.  
This  ro p e  h a n g s  b elow t h e  ya r d,  t h e  middle  p a r t s  b eing
s u p po r t e d  by s ti r r u p s.   Whe n  a  m a n  is to  “lay
ou t,” h e  t h rows  his  b r e a s t  a c ro ss  t h e  ya r d  wi th
his  fee t  on  t h e  ho r s e .   The  m a n  a t  t h e  “we a t h e r
e a r in g,” o r  eye  for  t h e  r e ef  p e n d e n t ,  h a s  to
si t  a s t ri d e  t h e  ya r d,  a n d  p ull t h e  s ail tow a r d s  hi m.

The  foot-ro p e  so m e ti m e s  slips  t h ro u g h  t h e  eyes  in
t h e  s ti r r u p s  w h e n  only on e  h a n d  go e s  ou t  u po n  it,
w hich  do e s,  o r  m ay, pl ac e  hi m  in a  d a n g e ro us  posi tion.  
Du ring  t h e  p r ec e din g  d ay, w h e n  t h e  b a ro m e t e r  indic a t e d
a  c h a n g e  of w e a t h er, Mr. Lowing ton  h a d  s e n t  t h e  old
bo a t s w ain  alof t  to  “mous e  t h e  ho r s e s ,”
in a n t icip a tion  of t h e  m a no e uv r e  w hic h  t h e  boys  w e r e
now  co m p elled  to  p e rfo r m  a t  mid nigh t ,  in a  g al e  of
wind.   Mou sing  t h e  ho r s e s  w a s  m e r ely fas t e ning
t h e  foot-ro p e s  to  t h e  ey es  of t h e  s ti r r u p s ,  so  t h a t
t h ey  could  no t  slip  t h ro u g h,  a n d  t h u s  t h row  t h e  e n ti r e
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slack  of t h e  ho r s e  u n d e r  on e  boy, by  w hich  h e  s a nk
dow n  so  low t h a t  his  n e ck  w a s  eve n  wi th  t h e  s p ar.

At t h e  foot  of e ac h  m a s t  t h e r e  is a  con t rivanc e  for
s ec u rin g  ro p e s,  c alled  t h e  fife-r ail.  I t  is full
of b el aying  pins,  to  w hich  a r e  s ec u r e d  t h e  s h e e t s,
h alya r ds ,  b u n tline s ,  clewline s,  lift s,  b r a c e s ,  r e ef
t a ckle,  a n d  o t h e r  ro p e s  lea ding  dow n  fro m  aloft .  
Looking  a t  t h e  m a s t ,  i t s e e m s  to  b e  s u r ro u n d e d  by
a  p e rfec t  wilde r n e s s  of r o p es ,  wi thou t  o r d e r  o r  a r r a n g e m e n t ,
w hos e  u s e s  no  o r din a ry m o r t al  could  co m p r e h e n d.  
The r e  w e r e  o th e r  ro p e s  le a din g  dow n  fro m  aloft,  w hich
w e r e  fas t e n e d  a t  t h e  s h e e r-pole s  a n d  u n d e r  t h e  r ail. 
N ow, it is n ec es s a ry  t h a t  eve ry s ailor  s ho uld  b e  a bl e
to  p u t  hi s  h a n d  on  t h e  righ t  ro p e  in  t h e  d a rk e s t  nigh t;
a n d  w h e n  t h e  o r d e r  to  h a ul  ou t  t h e  b u n tline s  w a s  given
in t h e  gloo m  a n d  t h e  g al e,  t hos e  to  w ho m  t his  d u ty
w a s  a s sign e d  could  h ave  clos e d  t h ei r  eye s  a n d  foun d
t h e  rig h t  lines .

“Aloft, top m a n!” con tinu e d  t h e  fi r s t  lieu t e n a n t ,
w h e n  t h e  tops ails  w e r e  in r e a din e s s  for  r e efing.
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At t his  o rd e r  t hi r ty of t h e  you n g  t a r s  r a n  u p  t h e
s h ro u d s,  ove r  t h e  c a t-h a r ping s,  a n d  u p  t h e  rig ging,
till t h ey r e a c h e d  t h e  for e ,  m ain,  a n d  mizze n  tops ail
ya r ds .   Twelve  of t h e m  w e r e  s t a tion e d  on  t h e  m ain,
t e n  on  t h e  for e,  a n d  eig h t  on  t h e  mizze n  tops ail ya r d.  
The  firs t ,  s eco n d,  a n d  t hi rd  mi ds hip m e n  w e r e  alof t
to  s u p e rin t e n d  t h e  work,  a n d  w h e n  t h e  s t u d din g-s ail
boo m s  h a d  b e e n  t rice d  u p ,  t h ey g ave  t h e  o r d e r  to  lay
ou t,  a n d  t ak e  two  r e efs.

Whe n  t h e  h a n d s  w e r e  a t  t h ei r  s t a tions  on  t h e  ya r d,
t h e  fir s t  lieu t e n a n t  o rd e r e d  t h e  q u a r t e r m a s t e r  to
“luff u p;” t h a t  is, to  p u t  t h e  h el m  dow n
so  a s  to  t h row  t h e  s hip  u p  in to  t h e  wind  a n d  s pill
t h e  s ail, o r  g e t  t h e  win d  ou t  of it, t h a t  t h e  youn g
t a r s  mig h t  h a n dle  i t wi th  t h e  m o r e  e a s e .

The  boys  h a d  b e e n  fr eq u e n tly t r ain e d  in  t h e  m a no e uv r e
w hich  t h ey  w e r e  now  ex ec u tin g  u n d e r  t rying  ci rc u m s t a nc e s ,
a n d  all of t h e m  kn e w  t h ei r  d u ty.  If a ny on e  t r e m ble d
a s  t h e  m a s t  sw aye d  ove r  w h e n  t h e  s hip  rolled,  h e  w a s
af r aid  to  m e n tion  t h e  fac t ,  o r  to  exhibi t  a ny signs
of al a r m.   Pe r h a p s  m os t  of t h e m  would  h ave  b e e n
willing  to  a cknowle d g e  t h a t  it  w a s  r a t h e r  “ticklish”
b u sin es s  to  lay ou t  on  a  tops ail ya r d  a t  mid nigh t  in
a  g al e  of win d;  a n d  if t h ei r  a nxious  m o t h e r s  could
h ave  s e e n  t h e  boys  a t  t h a t  m o m e n t ,  so m e  of t h e m  mig h t
h ave  fain t e d ,  a n d  all wish e d  t h e m  in a  s afe r  pl ac e .

The  boo m  t ricing-line s  w e r e  m a n n e d  a g ain,  a n d  t h e
s t u d din g-s ail boo m s  r e s to r e d  to  t h ei r  pl ac e s .

“Lay dow n  fro m  alof t!” s ho u t e d  H ave n,
w h e n  t h e  mids hip m a n  in c h a r g e  aloft  h a d  r e po r t e d  t h e
wo rk  do n e;  a n d  h e  w a s  oblige d  to  ro a r  a t  t h e  top  of
his  lun gs  t h ro u g h  t h e  s p e a king  t r u m p e t ,  in  o r d e r  to
b e  h e a r d  a bove  t h e  piping  of t h e  g al e  a n d  t h e  d a s hing
of t h e  s e a .   “Ma n  t h e  tops ail h alya r d s!
s t a n d  by t h e  b r a c e s .”

“All r e a dy, sir,” r e po r t e d  t h e  fou r t h
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lieu t e n a n t ,  af t e r  t h e  o t h e r s .

“Hois t  a w ay t h e  tops ails!”

The  h a n d s  on  d e ck  w alke d  a w ay wit h  t h e  h alya r d s,  u n til
t h e  tops ails  w e r e  h a ule d  u p  to  a  t a u t  le ec h.

The  s a m e  op e r a tion  w a s  r e p e a t e d  on  t h e  for e  a n d  m ai n
cou r s e ;  t h e  ya r d s  w e r e  t r im m e d; t h e  bowlines  a t t a c h e d
a n d  h a ule d  ou t ,  a n d  t h e n  t h e  s hip  w a s  u n d e r  do u ble-r e efe d
tops ails  a n d  cou r s e s.

“Boa ts w ain,  pipe  dow n!” s aid  t h e  exec u tive
office r  w h e n  t h e  work  w a s  do n e.

But  t h e  c r e w  did  no t  c a r e  to  pip e  dow n,  jus t  t h e n.  
This  w a s  t h e  fir s t  tim e  t h ey h a d  eve r  s e e n  a  g ale
a t  s e a ,  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  so m e t hin g  g r a n d  a n d  s u blim e
in t h e  h e aving  oc e a n,  a n d  t h e  wild  win ds  t h a t  d a n c e d
m a dly ove r  t h e  w hit e-c r e s t e d  w ave s.   I t  w a s  no w
af t e r  mid nigh t ,  e ig h t  b ells  h aving  s t r u ck  b efo r e  t h e
cou r s e s  w e r e  r e ef ed,  a n d  t h e  fir s t  p a r t  of t h e  s t a r bo a r d
w a t c h  w e r e  to  h ave  t h e  d e ck.   Mr. Lowing to n  insis t e d
t h a t  all o th e r s  s ho uld  go  b elow a n d  t u r n  in, a s s u rin g
t h e m  t h a t  t h ey  wo uld  s e e  e no u g h  of t h e  g ale  in t h e
m o r nin g,  o r  a s  soon  a s  t h ei r  q u a r t e r  w a tc h es  w e r e
c alle d.

The  p rincip al a n d  Mr. Fluxion  w e r e  e a r n e s t  in t h ei r
co m m e n d a tion  of t h e  b e h avio r  of t h e  Young  Ame rica .  
S h e  w a s  no t  only a  s tiff a n d  w e a t h e rly s hip,  b u t  s h e
b e h ave d  m o s t  a d mi r a bly, ke e ping  w ell u p  to  t h e  wind,
a n d  mi nding  h e r  h el m.   The  fou r  boys  a t  t h e  w h e el
h a n dled  it wi t h  p e rfec t  e a s e .
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The  s hip  did  no t  labo r  in t h e  g al e  a s  s h e  h a d  b efo r e
t h e  s ails  w e r e  r e ef e d;  a n d  t ho u g h  s h e  jum p e d,  plun g e d,
a n d  rolled,  m a kin g  a  t e r rific ro a r  a s  s h e  w e n t  along,
eve ry thin g  w a s  s hip-s h a p e  a bo u t  h er, a n d  t h e  boys
soon  b e c a m e  a c c u s to m e d  to  t h e  exci ting  sc e n e.  
S h e  w a s  m a king  b u t  lit tl e  h e a d w ay, b u t  s h e  s till ke p t
wi thin  t h r e e  poin t s  of h e r  g e n e r al  cou r s e .   Mr.
Lowing to n  r e m ain e d  on  d eck  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  nig h t ,  a nxiously
w a t c hing  t h e  s hip  a n d  h e r  c r e w  in t h e  t rying  exp e ri e nc e
of t h e  ho ur.

Augus t u s  Pelha m,  t h e  discon t e n t e d  lieu t e n a n t ,  w e n t
b elow w h e n  hi s  q u a r t e r  w a tc h  w a s  r elieve d.   The
lit tle  incid e n t ,  b efo r e  all h a n d s  w e r e  c alled,  b e t w e e n
hi m s elf a n d  t h e  c a p t ain,  h a d  dis t u r b e d  hi m  m o r e  t h a n
h e  wo uld  h av e  b e e n  willing  to  a ck nowle d g e.   H e
t hou g h t  it w a s  h a r s h  of t h e  c a p t ain  to  s ay a ny t hin g
to  hi m,  t ho u g h  h e  h a d  b rok e n  on e  of t h e  r ul e s  of t h e
s hip; a n d  h e  r e g a r d e d  t h e  g e n tle  r e p roof h e  h a d  r e c eive d
a s  a  ve ry g r e a t  indignity.

H e  w e n t  to  his  s t a t e  r oo m.   The  s hip  w a s  rolling
fea rfully, a n d  h e  could  no t  s t a n d  u p  wi tho u t  holding
on  a t  t h e  fron t  of his  b e r t h .   Good win, t h e  t hi rd
lieu t e n a n t  w ho  w as  his  r oo m-m a t e ,  h a d  al r e a dy t u r n e d
in; b u t  it  w a s  impossible  for  hi m  to  sl ee p.   Pelh a m
took a  m a t c h  fro m  his  pocke t  a n d  ligh t e d  t h e  la m p,
w hich  s w u n g  on  gim b als  in t h e  roo m.

“Wh a t  a r e  you  doing,  Pelha m?” d e m a n d e d
Goodwin  “It  is a g ains t  t h e  r ul e  to  ligh t  a  la m p
af t e r  t e n  o’clock.”

“I know it; b u t  I’m no t  going  to  blu n d e r
ro u n d  h e r e ,  a n d  h ave  my  b r ains  knocke d  ou t  in  t h e
d a rk,” g rowled  Pelh a m.

“Pu t  t h e  ligh t  ou t;  you  will g e t  in to  t ro u ble,”
r e m o n s t r a t e d  his  r oo m-m a t e .

“I won’t  do  it.”
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“Wh a t  a r e  you  going  to  do?”

“Go to  sle e p,  Goodwin, a n d  do n’t bo t h e r
m e.”

“Wh a t’s t h e  m a t t er, Pelha m?   Wh a t
ails  you?  I n ev e r  kn e w  you  to  t hink  of b r e a king
on e  of t h e  r ul es  b efo r e .”

“I s ho uld  like  to  b r e ak  t h e m  all, a s  Mos e s  did
t h e  t e n  co m m a n d m e n t s.   I h ave  b e e n  insul t e d.”

“Who ins ul t e d  you?”

“The  c a p t ain.”

“Gordo n?” a sk e d  Goodwin, in a s to nis h m e n t

“Yes.”

“I n ev e r  kn e w  hi m  to  do  s uc h  a  t hin g  a s  t h a t .  
I t hink  you  didn’t u n d e r s t a n d  hi m; o r  h e  m u s t
h ave  b e e n  excit e d  by  t h e  g ale.”

“It  w a s  b efo r e  it c a m e  on  to  blow ve ry h a r d ,”
r e plied  Pelh a m,  s e a ting  hi m s elf on  a  s tool, a n d  b r a cing
his  fee t  a g ains t  t h e  fron t  of t h e  b e r t h  to  p r eve n t
b ein g  t h row n  dow n.

“Wh a t  did  h e  do?”

“H e  s n u b b e d  m e,  told  m e  I kn e w  t h e  r ul e ,  a n d
w a s  a s  ove r b e a rin g  a s  t ho u g h  I h a d  b e e n  his  s e rv a n t ,
ins t e a d  of a n  office r  of t h e  s hip.”

“But  w h a t  did  you  do?   H e  wo uld n’t
h ave  don e  a ny t hin g  of t h e  kind  if you  h a d n’t
give n  hi m  so m e  p rovoca tion.”

“I told  t h e  q u a r t e r m a s t er, w h e n  t h e  wind  w as
h e a din g  off t h e  s hip,  to  al t e r  t h e  cou r s e.”

“Didn’t you  t ell t h e  c a p t ain  b efo r e h a n d?”

“Not  I.”
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“The n  I do n’t  bl a m e  hi m  for  s n u b bin g  you. 
Wh a t’s t h e  u s e  of b ein g  c a p t ain  if t h e  office r s
do n’t  ob ey you?”
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“If h e  h a d  a ny thing  to  s ay to  m e ,  h e  mig h t  h ave
b e e n  a  lit tl e  m o r e  g e n tl e  a bo u t  it.”

Pelha m  n e glec t e d  to  s ay t h a t  h e  w a s  no t  p a r ticul a rly
g e n tl e  hi m s elf.

“Pu t  t h a t  ligh t  ou t ,  Pelh a m,  for  my  s ak e,  if
no t  for  you r  ow n,” s aid  Goodwin, w h e n  h e  foun d
t h a t  his  co m p a nion  w a s  too  m u c h  ou t  of so r t s  to  b e
r e a son a ble.

“N ei th e r  for  you r s  no r  my ow n  will I p u t  i t
ou t,” r e plied  Pelh a m,  a s  h e  took a  ciga r  fro m
its  hiding-plac e,  u n d e r  t h e  lowe r  b e r t h.

“Wh a t  a r e  you  going  to  do,  Pelh a m?” d e m a n d e d
Goodwin, filled  wi th  a s to nis h m e n t ,  a s  h e  obs e rve d
t h e  con d uc t  of his  fellow-officer.

“I’m going  to  h av e  a  s m ok e.”

“But  you  know  t h a t  s moking  is posi tively p ro hibi t e d
ei t h e r  on  s hip  o r  s ho r e .”

“I h ave n’t  h a d  a  s m oke  sinc e  vac a tion,”
r e plied  Pelh a m,  a s  h e  ligh t e d  t h e  cig ar.

“S e e  h e r e ,  Pelh a m;  I wo n’t s t a n d  t his!”
exclaim e d  t h e  t hi r d  lieu t e n a n t ,  r i sing  u p  in his  b e d ,
in  w hich  a c t  h e  w a s  n e a rly pi tc h e d  ou t  of hi s  b e r t h
by a  h e avy roll of t h e  s hip.   “The  co m p a nion-w ay
is clos e d.”

“Th a t’s t h e  ve ry r e a son  w hy I’m
going  to  s mok e,” r e plie d  t h e  m alcon t e n t ,  coolly.

“But  I s h all b e  s tifled  h e r e .”

“Ca n’t  h elp  it.”

“I c a n ,” r e to r t e d  Goodwin, a s  h e  lea p e d
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ou t  on  t h e  floor.

“Wh a t  a r e  you  going  to  do?”

“I a m  going  to  info r m  Mr. Lowing ton  w h a t  you
a r e  doing.”

“Are  you  s uc h  a  fellow a s  t h a t?” a sk e d
Pelha m,  indign a n tly.

“I a m,  if you  a r e  s uc h  a  fellow a s  to  a t t e m p t
to  s tifle  m e  wi th  cig a r  s m oke  in my ow n  roo m.  
It  would  m a k e  m e  a s  sick a s  a  ho r s e  in five  min u t e s.”

“S e a sick, you  m e a n,” s n e e r e d  Pelh a m.  
“I’m going  to  h av e  my s m ok e,  if t h e r e
is a  r ow  a bo u t  it.”

Goodwin  p u t  on  his  p e a-jacke t ,  a n d  left  t h e  roo m.

CHAPTER XV.

AFTER THE GALE.

On e  of t h e  m o s t  sing ula r  t r ai t s  obs e rva ble  in  t h e
c h a r a c t e r  of so m e  boys  is t h e  willing n e s s,  a n d  ev e n
t h e  d e si r e ,  u n d e r  c e r t ain  ci rcu m s t a nc e s ,  to  g e t  in to
t rou ble.   A you n g  g e n tl e m a n,  feeling  t h a t  h e  h a s
b e e n  sligh t e d ,  o r  his  m e ri t  ove rlooke d,  p e r mi t s  hi m s elf
to  fall in to  a  m e n t al con di tion  in w hich  h e  feels
no  r e s po nsibili ty for  his  con d u c t;  in  w hich  h e  r eckle s sly
b r e aks  t h ro u g h  all r e g ula tions,  pl ac e s  hi ms elf in  a n
a t ti t u d e  of opposi tion  to  cons ti t u t e d  a u t ho ri ty, a n d
s e e m s  to  cou r t  t h e  h e avie s t  p e n al ty w hich  c a n  b e  inflict e d
u po n  hi m  for  disob e die nc e ,  imp u d e nc e,  a n d  r e b ellion.

The  fou r t h  lieu t e n a n t  of t h e  Young  Ame rica  h a d  wo rk e d
hi m s elf u p  to  t his  dis a g r e e a ble  pi tc h.   H e  w a s
no t  only dis pos e d  to  a s s u m e  a n  a t t i t u d e  of opposi tion
to  t h e  p rincip al, w ho  h a d  m a d e  t h e  ob noxious  r e g ula tion
w hich  w a s  t h e  im m e dia t e  c a u s e  of his  r e b ellious  con di tion,
b u t  to  all w ho  s u p po r t e d  his  a u t ho ri ty, o r  willingly
s u b mit t e d  to  i t.
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S moking  w a s  a  hig h  c rim e  on  bo a r d  t h e  Young  Ame rica—not
in t h e  r el a tion  of t h e  p r ac tice  to  t h e  s hip,  b u t  to
t h e  s t u d e n t .   I t  w a s  con d e m n e d,  no t  sim ply b ec a u s e
it  would  b e  offensive  in  t h e  c a bins  a n d  s t e e r a g e ,  a n d
on  d e ck,  b u t  b e c a u s e  it w a s  a  b a d  h a bi t  for  a  boy
to  a c q ui r e .   The  a d ul t  forw a r d  office r s,  t h e  cooks
a n d  t h e  s t e w a r d s,  w e r e  allow e d  to  s m oke  on  t h e  for ec a s tle
a t  c e r t ain  p r e s c rib e d  ho u r s;  b u t  it w a s  a  p u nish a ble
offenc e  for  a  s t u d e n t  to  s m ok e  a t  a ny tim e  o r  in a ny
plac e,  w h e t h e r  on  bo a r d  o r  on  s ho r e .
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Goodwin  w a s  indig n a n t  a t  t h e  con d uc t  of hi s  roo m-m a t e ,
for  t h e  t hi r d  lieu t e n a n t  w a s  no t  only oppos e d  to  s moking
on  p rinciple,  b u t  t h e  fu m e s  of tob acco  w e r e  in t e ns ely
offensive  to  hi m; a n d  t h e r e  w a s  no  do u b t  t h a t ,  in
t h e  confine d  s p a c e  of t h e  s t a t e  r oo m,  insufficie n tly
ven tila t e d,  w hile  all t h e  op e nin gs  in t h e  d e ck  w e r e
clos e d  d u rin g  t h e  g al e,  t h e  s m ok e  would  m a k e  hi m  “as
sick a s  a  ho r s e.”  H e  w a s  a  no ble-min d e d,
m a nly you t h,  a n d  h a d  all a  boy’s d e t e s t a tion
for  t a t tling  a n d  t al e-b e a rin g.   H e  did  no t  like
to  go  on  d e ck  a n d  info r m  t h e  p rincipal of t h e  con d uc t
of Pelha m,  b u t  h e  could  no t  s u b mi t  to  t h e  indigni ty
c a s t  u po n  hi m.   H e  w e n t  ou t  in to  t h e  c a bin,  a n d
t h r e w  hi m s elf u po n  t h e  c us hion e d  diva n,  u n d e r  t h e
s t e r n  po r t s  of t h e  s hip.

This  would  h av e  b e e n  a  ve ry s a tisfac to ry pl ac e  to
sle e p  u n d e r  o r din a ry  ci rc u m s t a n c e s;  b u t  Goodwin  h a d
h a r dly s e c u r e d  a  co mfor t a ble  posi tion,  b efo r e  t h e
h e avy rolling  a n d  pi tchin g  of t h e  vess el t u m ble d  hi m
off, a n d  h e  m e a s u r e d  hi s  leng t h  on  t h e  c a bin  floor—a
very u n dignified  si t u a tion  for  a  t hi rd  lieu t e n a n t .  
H e  picke d  hi m s elf u p  in t h e  d a rk n e s s,  a n d  t r i ed  it
a g ain,  b u t  wi th  no  b e t t e r  s ucc es s  t h a n  b efor e .  
H e  h a d  fully in t e n d e d  to  go  on  d e ck  a n d  infor m  t h e
p rincip al of t h e  miscon d uc t  of Pelha m,  w hic h  h a d  d rive n
hi m  fro m  his  r oo m; b u t  h e  s h r a nk  fro m  t h e  t a sk.

Wh a t  Goodwin  w a s  a t t e m p tin g  to  do  on  t h e  diva n  m a ny
of t h e  office r s  w e r e  s t riving  to  do  in t h ei r  b e r t h s,
t hou g h  wi th  b e t t e r  s ucc es s  t h a n  a t t e n d e d  his  effor t s .  
I t  w a s  no t  a n  e a sy m a t t e r  to  s t ay  in t h e  b e r t h s;  a n d
t his  do n e,  t h e  si t u a tion  w a s  fa r  fro m  co mfo r t a ble.  
Avoiding  t h e  r u d e  fall on  t h e  on e  side,  t h e  occ u p a n t
w a s  rolle d  ove r  a g ains t  t h e  p a r ti tion  on  t h e  o t h e r
side.   Sle e p,  in a ny thing  m o r e  t h a n  “ca t
n a p s,” w a s  u t t e rly imp r a c tica ble,  for  a s  soon
a s  t h e  ti r e d  office r  b e g a n  to  lose  hi m s elf in  slu m b er,
h e  w a s  t h u m p e d  violen tly a g ain s t  t h e  pin e  bo a r d s,  o r
w a s  ro us e d  by t h e  fea r  of b eing  t u m ble d  ou t  of hi s
b e r t h.
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Mr. Lowing ton  co m p r e h e n d e d  t h e  si t u a tion  of t h e  s t u d e n t s,
a n d  w h e n  t h e  tops ails  a n d  cou r s e s  h a d  b e e n  r e ef ed,
h e  c alled  u p  all t h e  s t e w a r d s,  a n d  s e n t  t h e m  t h ro u g h
t h e  af t e r  c a bin  a n d  s t e e r a g e ,  to  a s c e r t ain  t h e  con di tion
of t h e  boys,  a n d  to  give  t h e m  t h e  b e n efi t  of c e r t ain
exp e die n t s  know n  to  old  voyag e r s  for  s uc h  occ a sions.  
Jacobs,  t h e  s t e w a r d  of t h e  af t e r  c a bin,  e n t e r e d  to
p e rfo r m  his  d u ty.  H e  h a d  no  ligh t ,  no t  eve n  a
lan t e r n;  for  fi r e  is so  t e r rible  a  c al a mi ty a t  s e a ,
t h a t  eve ry  la m p  w a s  ex ting uis h e d  by t h e  s t e w a r d s  a t
t e n  o’clock, a n d  no  ligh t  w a s  allow e d,  exc e p t
in t h e  bin n a cle,  wi thou t  t h e  s p eci al p e r mission  of
t h e  p rincip al Eve n  t h e  c a p t ain  could  no t  allow a  la m p
to  b e  ligh t e d  af t e r  ho u r s.

Jacobs  w e n t  to  all t h e  s t a t e  r oo m s  on  t h e  po r t  side
fir s t ,  a n d  p ulled  u p  t h e  b e r t h  s acks  a bove  t h e  fron t
of t h e  b u nks,  so  a s  to  for m  a  kind  of w all, to  ke e p
t h e  occ u p a n t  fro m  rolling  ou t .   A b u n dle  of clo t hing
w a s  pl ac e d  on  t h e  inside  of t h e  b e r t h,  a n d  t h e  body
w a s  t h u s  w e d g e d  in, so  a s  to  affor d  so m e  r eli ef to
t h e  u n s t a ble  for m.  Pelh a m’s  roo m  w a s  t h e
s eco n d  on e  on  t h e  s t a r bo a r d  side,  a n d  Jacobs  c a m e  to
it  a t  la s t ,  in  hi s  h u m a n e  mission.   H e  op e n e d
t h e  door, a n d  s t a r t e d  b a ck  wit h  u nfeign e d  a s tonish m e n t
to  s e e  t h e  la m p  ligh t e d,  a n d  t h e  fou r t h  lieu t e n a n t
p uffing  his  cig a r  a s  leisu r ely a s  t h e  viole n t  m o tion
of t h e  s hip  would  p e r mi t.
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“Con t r a ry  to  r e g ula tion,  sir,” s aid  Jacobs,
r e s p e c tfully a s  h e  touc h e d  his  c a p  to  t h e  r e ckles s
officer.

“Take  you r s elf off, Jacobs,” r e plied  Pelh a m,
co a r s ely a n d  r u d ely.

“Yes, sir.”

Jacobs  did  t ak e  hi ms elf off, a n d  h a s t e n e d  on  d e ck
to  info r m  Mr. Lowing ton  of t h e  con d u c t  of t h e  infa tu a t e d
officer.

The  p rincip al im m e dia t ely p r e s e n t e d  hi m s elf. 
Pelha m  h a d  fully b elieve d,  in his  s elf-willed  obs tin acy,
t h a t  h e  could  look Mr. Lowing to n  full in t h e  face,
a n d  imp u d e n tly d efy hi m.   H e  foun d  t h a t  h e  w a s
mis t ak e n.   The  exp e rie nc e  of S h uffles  in  t h e  h a n d s
of t h e  bo a t s w ain  a n d  c a r p e n t e r  wo uld  in t r u d e  it s elf
u po n  hi m,  a n d  h e  q u ailed  w h e n  t h e  p rincip al op e n e d
t h e  doo r  a n d  g az e d  s t e r nly in to his  fac e.

“S moking,  Mr. Pelh a m?”

“Yes, sir,” r e plied  t h e  r e b el, wit h  a n
a t t e m p t  to  b e  cool a n d  imp u d e n t ,  w hich,  how ever, w a s
a  sig n al failu r e.

“You will p u t  ou t  t h a t  cig ar, a n d  t h ro w  it  a w ay.”

“I will; I’ve s m ok e d  e no u g h,” a n s w e r e d
Pelha m.

“Your  ligh t  is b u r nin g,  con t r a ry  to  r e g ula tion.”

“The  s hip  rolls  so,  I s ho uld  b r e ak  my n e ck  wi thou t
on e,” r e plied  Pelh a m,  so u rly.

“Th a t  is a  w e ak  pl e a  for  a  s ailo r  to  m a k e.  
Mr. Pelh a m,  I confe s s  my s u r p ri se  to  find  on e  w ho
h a s  do n e  so  w ell e n g a g e d  in a c t s  of disob e dienc e.”
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The  r e ckle ss  office r  could  m a k e  no  r e ply; if t h e  r e p roof
h a d  b e e n  give n  in  p r e s e n c e  of o t h e r s,  h e  wo uld  p ro b a bly
h ave  r e to r t e d ,  p ro m p t e d  by a  false,  foolish  p rid e
to  “ke e p  eve n” wi th  t h e  p rincip al.

“For  s m oking,  you  will los e  t e n  m a r ks;  for  ligh ting
your  la m p,  t e n  m o r e ,” a d d e d  t h e  p rincip al.

“You mig h t  a s  w ell s e n d  m e  in to  t h e  s t e e r a g e
a t  onc e ,” a n s w e r e d  Pelha m.

“If ei t h e r  offenc e  is r e p e a t e d,  t h a t  will b e
do n e.   You will p u t  ou t  you r  ligh t  a t  onc e .”

The  fou r t h  lieu t e n a n t  ob eye d  t h e  o rd e r  b e c a u s e  h e
did  no t  d a r e  to  disob ey it; t h e  fea r  of t h e  m u s c ula r
bo a t s w ain,  t h e  irons,  a n d  t h e  b r ig,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h a t
of im m e dia t e  d e g r a d a tion  to  t h e  s t e e r a g e ,  op e r a t ing
u po n  his  mi n d.   The  p rincip al w e n t  on  d e ck; Pelh a m
t u r n e d  in, a n d  w a s  soon  followe d,  wi tho u t  a  wo r d  of
co m m e n t  on  t h e  ev e n t s  w hich  h a d  jus t  t r a n s pi r e d ,  by
Goodwin.

The  nigh t  wo r e  a w ay, t h e  g al e  inc r e a sin g  in fu ry,
a n d  t h e  r ain  po u ring  in  to r r e n t s.   I t  w a s  a  t r u e
t a s t e  of a  s e a m a n’s life  to  t hos e  w ho  w e r e  on
d eck.  At d ayb r e ak  all h a n d s  w e r e  c alled  a g ain,
to  p u t  t h e  t hi r d  r e ef in  t h e  to ps ails.  At eig h t
b ells  t h e  cou r s e s  w e r e  fu rle d.   The  g al e  con tinu e d
to  inc r e a s e  in pow e r  d u rin g  t h e  for e noon,  a n d  by noo n
a  t r e m e n do us  s e a  h a d  b e e n  s ti r r e d  u p .   The  s hip
rolled  al mos t  do w n  to  h e r  b e a m  e n d s,  a n d  t h e  c r e s t s
of t h e  w ave s  s e e m e d  to  b e  a bove  t h e  level of t h e  m ain
ya r d.

In  t h e  po p ula r  ex a g g e r a t e d  lan g u a g e,  “th e  w aves
r a n  m o u n t ain  hig h,” w hich  m e a n s  fro m  t w e n ty
to  for ty fee t;  p e r h a p s ,  on  t hi s  occ asion,  t w e n ty-five
fee t  fro m  t h e  t ro u g h  of t h e  s e a  to  t h e  c r e s t  of t h e
billow.  Even  t his  is a  g r e a t  h eig h t  to  b e  tos s e d
u p  a n d  dow n  on  t h e  w a t e r ;  a n d  to  t h e  boys  of t h e  Young
Ame rica  t h e  effec t  w a s  g r a n d,  if no t  t e r rific. 
The  d e ck  w a s  cons t a n tly flood e d  wi th  w a t e r ;  a d di tion al
life-line s  h a d  b e e n  s t r e t c h e d  a c ross  fro m  r ail to
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r ail, a n d  ev e ry p r e c a u tion  t ak e n  to  ins u r e  t h e  s afe ty
of t h e  c r ew.
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S t u dy a n d  r e ci t a tion  w e r e  impos sible,  a n d  no t hing
w a s  a t t e m p t e d  of t his  kind.   The  s to r m  w a s  now
w h a t  could  jus tly b e  c alled  a  h e avy g al e,  a n d  it  w a s
no  long e r  p r a c tic a ble  to  lay a  cou r s e .   Before
eig h t  b ells  in t h e  for e noo n  w a t c h,  t h e  royal a n d  top-g alla n t
ya r ds  h a d  b e e n  s e n t  do w n,  a n d  t h e  s hip  w a s  laid to
u n d e r  a  close-r e ef ed  m ai n-tops ail, w hic h  t h e  n a u tic al
g e n tl e m e n  on  bo a r d  r e g a r d e d  a s  t h e  b e s t  for  t h e  p e c ulia r
con di tions  w hich  t h e  Young  Ame rica  p r e s e n t e d.

Whe n  a  s hip  is laying  to,  no  a t t e n tion  is p aid  to
a ny t hing  b u t  t h e  s afe ty of t h e  ves s el, t h e  only objec t
b ein g  to  k e e p  h e r  h e a d  u p  to  t h e  s e a .   In  t h e
g ale,  t h e  Young  Americ a  lay wi th  h e r  po r t  bow  to  t h e
wind,  h e r  h ull b ein g  a t  a n  a n gle  of for ty-five d e g r e e s,
wi th  a  line  indica ting  t h e  di r ec tion  of t h e  win d.  
H e r  tops ail ya r d  w a s  b r a c e d  so  t h a t  i t poin t e d  di r e c tly
to  t h e  no r t h-e a s t—t h e  q u a r t e r  fro m  w hich
t h e  g al e  blew.  The  h el m  w a s  p u t  a-lee  jus t  e no u g h
to  ke e p  h e r  in t h e  posi tion  indica t e d .   S h e  m a d e
lit tle  o r  no  h e a d w ay, b u t  r a t h e r  d rif t e d  wi th  t h e
w aves.

The  you n g  t a r s  h a d  a  h a r d  for e noon’s wo rk; a n d
w h a t  w a s  do n e  w a s  a cco m plish e d  wi t h  t r iple  t h e  labo r
r e q ui r e d  in a n  o r din a ry s e a .   All h a n d s  w e r e  on
d u ty d u rin g  t h e  fir s t  p a r t  of t h e  d ay, t ho u g h  t h e r e
w e r e  in t e rv als  of r e s t ,  s uc h  a s  t h ey  w e r e ,  w hile  t h e
boys  h a d  to  hold  on  wi t h  bo t h  h a n d s,  a n d  t h e r e  w a s
no  s t a bl e  a biding-plac e  for  t h e  bo dy.  The  s hip
rolled  so  fie r c ely t h a t  no  cooking  could  b e  do n e,  a n d
t h e  only r ef r e s h m e n t s  w e r e  coffee  a n d  “ha r d
t a ck.”

“This  is a  r e g ula r  m uzzler, Pelh a m,” s aid
S h uffles,  in t h e  af t e r noo n,  a s  t h ey w e r e  holding  on
a t  t h e  life-line s  in t h e  w ais t .

“Th a t’s a  fac t;  a n d  I’ve go t  a bo u t
e no u g h  of t his  t hing.”

254



“The r e  isn’t  m u c h  fun  in  it,” r e plied
S h uffles,  w ho  h a d  b e e n  w a tc hin g  for  t his  oppo r t u ni ty
to  a dv a nc e  t h e  in t e r e s t s  of t h e  “Ch ain.”

“No, no t  a  bi t .”

“It’s b e t t e r  for  you  office r s,  w ho  don’t
h ave  to  lay ou t  on  t h e  ya r d s  w h e n  t h ey jum p  u n d e r
you  like  a  m a d  ho r s e ,  t h a n  for  u s .”

“I s u p pos e  I s h all h ave  a  c h a n c e  to  t ry  i t n ex t
t e r m.”

“Why so?”

“I los t  t w e n ty m a rks  las t  nig h t .   I go t
m a d,  ligh t e d  t h e  la m p,  a n d  s moke d  a  cig a r  in  my s t a t e
roo m.”

“Will t h e  loss  of t h e  tw e n ty m a r ks  t h row  you
ove r?”

“Yes?  I’m a  go n e r!” a d d e d  Pelh a m,
wi th  a  s mile.

“Wh a t  m a d e  you  m a d?”

“The  c a p t ain  s n u b b e d  m e;  t h e n  Lowing to n  c a m e
t h e  m a g nifice n t  ove r  m e .   A single  slip  t h row s
a  fellow h e r e .”

A single  slip  in t h e  g r e a t  wo rld  t h row s  a  m a n  o r  wo m a n;
a n d  youn g  m e n  a n d  you n g  wo m e n  s ho uld  b e  t a u g h t  t h a t
“single  slips” a r e  no t  to  b e  tole r a t e d .  
Mo r e  c hild r e n  a r e  s poiled  by  w e a k  indulge nc e  t h a n  by
ove r-s eve r e  discipline.   But  a  boy h a d  a  b e t t e r
c h a n c e  to  r e cove r  fro m  t h e  effec t s  of hi s  e r ro r s  in
t h e  Young  Ame ric a,  t h a n  m e n  a n d  wo m e n  h av e  in t h e
co m m u ni ty.

By g r a d u al  a p p ro ac h e s ,  S h uffles  info r m e d  t h e  fou r t h
lieu t e n a n t  of t h e  objec t  of t h e  “Ch ain,”
w hich  Pelh a m  p ro m p tly a g r e e d  to  join, d ecl a rin g  t h a t
it  w a s  jus t  t h e  t hin g  to  s ui t  his  c a s e.   H e  w a s
in a  r e b ellious  fr a m e  of min d;  a n d  t hou g h  h e  could
no t  feel t h a t  t h e  e n t e r p ris e  wo uld  b e  a  co m ple t e  s ucc e s s,
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it  would  affo rd  hi m  a n  oppo r t u ni ty to  a n noy a n d  p u nish
t h e  p rincip al for  his  d e g r a ding  a n d  ty r a n nic al r e g ula tion,
a s  t h e  r ec r e a n t  office r  chos e  to  r e g a r d  it.
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By t h e  exe rcis e  of so m e  t ac t,  t h e  con s pi r a to r s  foun d
a  conve nien t  pl ac e  u n d e r  t h e  top-g alla n t  for ec a s tl e
to  conside r  t h e  p rojec t.   Pelh a m  w a s  d uly “tog gled,”
a n d  offe r e d  no  objec tion  to  t h e  p e n al ty; ind e e d,  h e
only laug h e d  a t  it.

“Su p pos e  w e  g e t  pos s e s sion  of t h e  s hip—w h a t
t h e n?” a s k e d  Pelh a m.

“We will go  on  a  c r uis e.   I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t
s h e  h a s  p rovisions  for  a  six m o n t h s’ voyag e
on  bo a r d.   I’m in favor  of going  ro u n d  Ca p e
H o r n,  a n d  h aving  a  good  tim e  a m o n g  t h e  islan d s  of
t h e  So u t h  S e a .”

Pelha m  lau g h e d  ou t rig h t  a t  t his  s ple n did  sc h e m e.

“Rou n d  Ca p e  H o r n!” exclaim e d  h e .

“Yes? w hy no t?   We s hould  b e  u p  wi t h  t h e
c a p e  by t h e  fi r s t  of June;  r a t h e r  a  b a d  tim e,  I know,
b u t  t his  s hip  wo uld  m a k e  good  w e a t h e r  of it, a n d  I
do n’t  b elieve  w e  s ho uld  s e e  a ny t hing  wor s e  t h a n
t his.”

“Wh a t  will you  do  wit h  t h e  p rincipal a n d  t h e
p rofe sso r s?” a sk e d  Pelha m,  ligh tly.

“We c a n  r u n  u p  wit hin  t e n  o r  fift e e n  miles  of
Ca p e  S a ble,  give  t h e m  on e  of t h e  bo a t s ,  a n d  le t  t h e m
go on  s ho r e.”

“Pe r h a p s  t h ey won’t  go.”

“We h av e  t e n  fellows  al r e a dy in t h e  Ch ain,  w ho
a r e  s eve n t e e n  yea r s  old.   If w e  g e t  h alf t h e  c r ew,
w e  c a n  h a n dle  t h e  o t h e r  h alf, a n d  t h e  p rofes so r s  wit h
t h e m.”

“All r ig h t!   I’m with  you, w h e t h e r
you  s ucc e e d  o r  no t .   I’m no t  going  to  b e
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g ro u n d  u n d e r  Lowing ton’s fee t,  a n d  b e  s n u b b e d
by s uc h  fellows  a s  Gordo n.   If I w a n t  to  s moke
a  cig ar, I’m going  to  do  it.”

“Or  t ak e  a  gl a s s  of win e,” s u g g e s t e d  S h uffles.

“If t h e r e  is a ny on  bo a r d .”

“The r e  is, pl e n ty of it.  I’ll m a k e
you  a  p r e s e n t  of a  bo t tl e,  if you  wish  it.”

“Th a nk  you.  S u p pos e  w e  g e t  t h e  s hip,  S h uffles,
w ho  a r e  to  b e  t h e  office r s?” a sk e d  Pelh a m.

“We s h all h ave  good  fellows  for  office r s.  
You will b e  on e,  of cou r s e .”

“I s u p pos e  I a m  hig h e r  in  r a nk  no w  t h a n  a ny
fellow w ho  h a s  joine d  t h e  Ch ain.”

“Yes, t h a t’s  a  fac t;  b u t  w e  a r e  no t  going
to  min d  w ho  a r e  office r s  now, o r  w ho  h ave  b e e n  b efor e .  
We in t e n d  to  t ak e  t h e  b e s t  fellows—t hos e
w ho  h ave  do n e  t h e  m o s t  wo rk  in  m a kin g  t h e  Ch ain.”

“Wh e t h e r  t h ey  a r e  co m p e t e n t  o r  no t ,” a d d e d
Pelha m.

“All t h e  fellows  know ho w  to  wo rk  a  s hip  now,
exc e p t  t h e  g r e e n  h a n d s  t h a t  c a m e  a bo a r d  t his  ye ar.”

“This  is r a t h e r  a n  impor t a n t  m a t t er.  S h uffles,
for  ev e ry thing  d e p e n d s  u po n  t h e  office r s.   For
ins t a nc e,  w ho  will b e  c a p t ain?” a s k e d  Pelh a m,
wi th  a s s u m e d  indiffe r e nc e .

“I s h all, of cou r s e ,” r e plie d  S h uffles,
wi th  b e co min g  m o d e s ty.

“Th a t’s a  s e t t l e d  m a t t er, I s u p pos e .”

“Yes; wi thou t  a  do u b t  it  is.”

“I m ay no t  a g r e e  to  t h a t ,” s u g g e s t e d  t h e
n e w  conve r t .
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“You h av e  al r e a dy a g r e e d  to  i t.  You h ave
p ro mis e d  to  ob ey you r  s u p e rio r s.”

“But  w ho  a r e  my  s u p e rio r s?”

“I a m  on e  of t h e m.”

“Who a p poin t e d  you?”

“I a p poin t e d  mys elf.  I go t  u p  t h e  Ch ain.”

“I t hink  I h ave  jus t  a s  m u c h  righ t  to  t h a t  pl ac e
a s  you  h ave.   S h uffles.”
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“I do n’t  s e e  it!  Do you  exp ec t  m e
to  g e t  u p  t his  t hin g,  a n d  t h e n  t ak e  a  s u bo r din a t e
posi tion?” d e m a n d e d  S h uffles,  indign a n tly.

“Le t  t h e  m e m b e r s  c hoos e  t h e  c a p t ain;  t h a t’s
t h e  p ro p e r  w ay.”

“Pe r h a p s  t h ey will c hoos e  n ei t h e r  on e  of u s .”

“Very w ell; I will a g r e e  to  s e rve  u n d e r  a ny
fellow w ho  is fai rly el ec t e d.”

“Wh e n  s h all h e  b e  chos e n?” a sk e d  S h uffles,
w ho  w a s  so  s u r e  of a  m ajo ri ty t h a t  h e  w a s  di spos e d
to  a dop t  t h e  s u g g e s tion.

“Wh e n  w e  h ave  t hi r ty links,  s ay.”

“I will a g r e e  to  it.”

The  cons pi r a to r s  s e p a r a t e d ,  e ac h  to  ob t ain  r e c r ui t s
a s  fas t  a s  h e  could.   Durin g  t h e  la t t e r  p a r t  of
t h e  d ay, t h e  g al e  b e g a n  to  s u bsid e,  a n d  a t  s u ns e t
it s  forc e  w a s  b rok e n,  b u t  t h e  s e a  s till r a n  fea rfully
hig h.   The  for e  cou r s e  w a s  s h ak e n  ou t ,  a n d  t h e
s hip  filled  a w ay a g ain,  plu n gin g  m a dly in to  t h e  s av a g e
w aves.

On  S u n d ay m o r ning,  t h e  g al e  h a d  e n ti r ely s u bsid e d;
b u t  t h e  wind  s till c a m e  fro m  t h e  s a m e  q u a r t er, a n d
t h e  w e a t h e r  w a s  clou dy.  The  s e a  h a d  a b a t e d  it s
fu ry, t ho u g h  t h e  billows  s till rolled  hig h,  a n d  t h e
s hip  h a d  a n  u gly m o tion.   During  t h e  nig h t ,  t h e
r e efs  h a d  b e e n  t u r n e d  ou t  of t h e  tops ails; t h e  jib,
flying-jib, a n d  s p a nk e r  h a d  b e e n  s e t ,  a n d  t h e  Young
Ame rica  w a s  m a kin g  a  cou r s e  e a s t-sou t h-e a s t .

“S ail ho!” s ho u t e d  on e  of t h e  c r e w  on
t h e  top-g allan t  for ec a s tl e,  af t e r  t h e  for e noo n  w a t c h
w a s  s e t .
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“Wh e r e  a w ay?” d e m a n d e d  t h e  office r  of
t h e  d e ck.

“Ove r  t h e  lee  bow, sir,” w a s  t h e  r e po r t
w hich  c a m e  t h ro u g h  t h e  office r s  on  d u ty.

The  r e po r t  c r e a t e d  a  s e ns a tion,  a s  it alw ays  do e s
Whe n  a  s ail is s e e n;  for  on e  w ho  h a s  no t  s p e n t  d ays
a n d  w e eks  on  t h e  b ro a d  exp a n s e  of w a t e r s ,  c a n  for m
only a n  ina d e q u a t e  ide a  of t h e  co m p a nions hip  w hic h
t hos e  in on e  s hip  feel for  t hos e  in  a no t h er, eve n
w hile  t h ey  a r e  mile s  a p a r t .   Thou g h  t h e  c r e w  of
t h e  Young  Ame ric a  h a d  b e e n  s h u t  ou t  fro m  socie ty only
a bo u t  t h r e e  d ays,  t h ey h a d  al r e a dy b e g u n  to  r e alize
t his  c r aving  for  a s socia tion—t his  d e si r e
to  s e e  o t h e r  p eo ple  a n d  b e  cons cious  of t h ei r  exis t e nc e .

Afte r  t h e  s eve r e  g ale  t h ro u g h  w hich  t h ey  h a d  jus t
p a s s e d,  t his  s e n ti m e n t  w a s  s t ron g e r  t h a n  it  would
h ave  b e e n  u n d e r  o th e r  ci rcu m s t a nc e s .   The  oc e a n
h a d  b e e n  las h e d  in to u n wo n t e d  fu ry by t h e  m a d  winds.  
A fie rc e  g ale  h a d  b e e n  r a ging  for  full t w e n ty-fou r
ho u r s ,  a n d  t h e  t e m p e s t  w a s  s u g g e s tive  of w h a t  t h e
s ailo r  d r e a d s  m os t—s hipw r eck,  wi th  it s  long
t r ain  of dis a s t e r—s uffe rin g,  p riva tion,
a n d  d e a t h .   I t  w a s  h a r dly possible  t h a t  s uc h  a
t e r rible  s to r m  h a d  s w e p t  t h e  s e a  wi thou t  c a r rying
dow n  so m e  vess el s  wit h  p r e cious  freigh t s  of h u m a n  life.

The  Young  Ame ric a  h a d  s afely ri dd e n  ou t  t h e  g ale,
for  all t h a t  h u m a n  a r t  could  do  to  m a k e  h e r  s afe  a n d
s t ro n g  h a d  b e e n  don e  wi tho u t  r e g a r d  to  exp e n s e .  
N o  nig g a r dly ow n e r s  h a d  b uil t  h e r  of poo r  a n d  ins ufficien t
m a t e ri al, o r  s e n t  h e r  to  s e a  w e akly m a n n e d  a n d  wi th
inco m p e t e n t  office r s .   The  s hip  w a s  h e avily m a n n e d;
eig h t e e n  o r  t w e n ty m e n  wo uld  h av e  b e e n  d e e m e d  a  s ufficien t
c r e w  to  wo rk  h e r;  a n d  t ho u g h  h e r  forc e  consis t e d  of
boys,  t h ey wo uld  ave r a g e  m o r e  t h a n  t wo  t hi r d s  of t h e
m u s cle  a n d  skill of a bl e-bodie d  s e a m e n.

261



Page 111

The r e  w e r e  o th e r  s hips  a b ro a d  on  t h e  vas t  oc e a n,  w hich
could  no t  co m p a r e  wi t h  h e r  in  s t r e n g t h  a n d  a p poin t m e n t s ,
a n d  w hich  h a d  no t  on e  t hi rd  of h e r  wo rking  pow e r  on
bo a r d .   No  s hip  c a n  a b solu t ely d efy t h e  el e m e n t s,
a n d  t h e r e  is no  s uc h  t hin g  a s  a b solu t e  s afe ty in a
voyag e  a c ros s  t h e  oc e a n;  b u t  t h e r e  is fa r  les s  p e ril
t h a n  p eo ple  w ho  h ave  h a d  no  exp e rie nc e  g e n e r ally s u p pos e.  
The  Cu n a r d  s t e a m e r s  h ave  b e e n  r u n ning  m o r e  t h a n  a
q u a r t e r  of a  ce n t u ry, wit h  t h e  loss  of only on e  s hip,
a n d  no  lives  in t h a t  on e—a  t riu m p h a n t  r e s ul t
a c hieved  by s t ro n g  s hip s,  wi t h  co m p e t e n t  m e n  to  m a n a g e
t h e m.   Poorly b uil t  s hips,  s ho r t  m a n n e d,  wi t h
office r s  u nfi t  for  t h ei r  posi tions,  cons ti t u t e  t h e
h a rve s t  of d e s t r u c tion  on  t h e  oc e a n.

Mr. Lowing ton  b elieved  t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t s  of t h e  Acad e my
S hip  would  b e  a s  s afe  on  bo a r d  t h e  Young  Ame rica  a s
t h ey wo uld  on  s ho r e .   H e  h a d  t ak e n  a  g r e a t  d e al
of p ains  to  d e m o n s t r a t e  his  t h eo ry to  p a r e n t s,  a n d
t hou g h  h e  of te n  failed,  h e  oft e n  s ucc e e d e d.   The
Young  Ame rica  h a d  jus t  p a s s e d  t h ro u g h  on e  of t h e  s eve r e s t
g al e s  of t h e  ye ar, a n d  in  c r uising  for  t h e  n ex t  t h r e e
ye a r s ,  s h e  wo uld  h a r dly e nco u n t e r  a  m o r e  t e r rific s to r m.  
S h e  h a d  s afely w e a t h e r e d  it; t h e  boys  h a d  b e h ave d
s plen didly, a n d  no t  on e  of t h e m  h a d  b e e n  los t ,  o r
eve n  inju r e d,  by  t h e  t rying  expos u r e .   The  p rincip al’s
t h eo ry w a s  t h u s  fa r  vindica t e d .

The  s t a r bo a r d  w a tc h  pip e d  to  b r e akfa s t,  w h e n  t h e  s ail
w a s  discove r e d,  too  fa r  off to  m a k e  h e r  ou t .  
The  boys  all m a nifes t e d  a  d e e p  in t e r e s t  in t h e  dis t a n t
w a n d e r e r  on  t h e  t e m p e s t uous  s e a,  min gle d  wi t h  a  d e si r e
to  know  how  t h e  s t r a n g e r  h a d  w e a t h e r e d  t h e  g ale.  
M a ny of t h e m  w e n t  u p  t h e  s h ro u ds  in to  t h e  to ps,  a n d
t h e  s py-glas s e s  w e r e  in g r e a t  d e m a n d.

“Do you  m a k e  h e r  ou t ,  Ca p t ain  Gordo n?”
a sk e d  Mr. Fluxion, a s  h e  c a m e  u p  fro m  his  b r e akfa s t,
a n d  discove r e d  t h e  co m m a n d e r  w a t c hing  t h e  s t r a n g e r
t h ro u g h  t h e  gl a s s.
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“Yes, si r;  I c a n  jus t  m a k e  h e r  ou t  now. 
H e r  for e m a s t  a n d  m ai n m a s t  h ave  go n e  by t h e  bo a r d,
a n d  s h e  h a s  t h e  e n sig n,  u nion  dow n,  hois t e d  a t  h e r
mizze n,” r e plie d  t h e  c a p t ain,  wi th  no  lit tle
excit e m e n t  in  hi s  m a n n er.

“Ind e e d!” exclaim e d  t h e  t e ac h e r  of m a t h e m a tics,
a s  h e  took t h e  gl a s s.   “You a r e  ri gh t,  Ca p t ain
Gor don,  a n d  you  h a d  b e t t e r  ke e p  h e r  a w ay.”

“Sh all I s p e a k  to  Mr. Lowing ton  fir s t ,  si r?”
a sk e d  t h e  c a p t ain.

“I t hink  t h e r e  is no  n e e d  of it  in  t h e  p r e s e n t
ins t a nc e.   The r e  c a n  b e  no  do u b t  w h a t  h e  will
do  w h e n  a  s hip  is in dis t r e s s .”

“Mr. Kend all, ke e p  h e r  a w ay t wo  poin t s,”
s aid  t h e  c a p t ain  to  t h e  office r  of t h e  d e ck.  
“Wh a t  is t h e  s hip’s co u r s e  now?”

“E as t-sou t h-e a s t ,  sir,” r e plie d  t h e  s e con d
lieu t e n a n t ,  w ho  h a d  t h e  d e ck.

“M ake  it  sou t h-e a s t .”

“Sou t h-e a s t ,  sir,” r e p e a t e d  Kend all. 
“Qu a r t e r m a s t e r  k e e p  h e r  a w ay t wo  poin t s ,”
h e  a d d e d  to  t h e  p e t ty  office r  con nin g  t h e  w h e el.

“Two poin t s,  sir,” s aid  Ben ning ton,  t h e
q u a r t e r m a s t e r

“M ake  t h e  cou r s e  sou t h-e a s t .”

“Sou t h-e a s t ,  sir.”
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Afte r  all t h e s e  r e p e ti tions  it w a s  no t  likely t h a t
a ny mis t ak e  wo uld  occ u r;  a n d  t h e  di scipline  of t h e
s hip  r e q ui r e d  eve ry  office r  a n d  s e a m a n  w ho  r e c eived
a  m a t e r ial o rd er, e s p e ci ally in  r e g a r d  to  t h e  h el m
or  t h e  cou r s e ,  to  r e p e a t  i t, a n d  t h u s  m a k e  s u r e  t h a t
it  w a s  no t  mis u n d e r s tood.

It  w a s  S u n d ay; a n d  no  s t u dy w a s  r e q ui r e d,  o r  wo rk
p e rfo r m e d,  exce p t  t h e  n ec es s a ry s hip’s d u ty. 
Mo r nin g  p r aye r s  h a d  b e e n  s aid,  a s  u s u al, a n d  t h e r e
w a s  to  b e  divine  s e rvice  in t h e  s t e e r a g e ,  for e noon
a n d  af t e r noon,  for  all w ho  could  pos sibly a t t e n d;
a n d  t his  r ul e  exc e p t e d  no n e  b u t  t h e  w a tc h  on  d e ck.  
By t his  sys t e m,  t h e  q u a r t e r  w a tc h  on  d u ty in t h e  for e noon,
a t t e n d e d  in t h e  af t e r noon;  t hos e  w ho  w e r e  a b s e n t  a t
m o r nin g  p r aye r s  w e r e  alw ays  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  eve nin g
d evotions; a n d  blow hig h  o r  blow low, t h e  b ri ef m a tin
a n d  ves p e r  s e rvice  w e r e  n eve r  o mit t e d ,  for  youn g  m e n
in t h e  mi ds t  of t h e  s u blimity a n d  t h e  t e r ro r s  of t h e
oc e a n  could  le as t  affo rd  to  b e  wi t ho u t  t h e  d aily t ho u g h t
of God, “w ho  pl a n t s  hi s  foots t e ps  in  t h e  s e a ,
a n d  rid es  u po n  t h e  s to r m.”

Eve ry m a n  a n d  boy in t h e  s hip  w a s  w a tc hin g  t h e  s p e ck
on  t h e  w a t e ry w a s t e,  w hich  t h e  gl as s  h a d  r eve al e d
to  b e  a  di s m a s t e d,  a n d  p e r h a p s  sinking  s hip.  
The  incide n t  c r e a t e d  a n  in t e n s e  in t e r e s t ,  a n d  w a s
c alcula t e d  to  b rin g  ou t  t h e  fine r  feelings  of t h e  s t u d e n t s .  
They w e r e  full of sy m p a t hy for  h e r  p eo ple,  a n d  t h e
c ul tiva tion  of no ble  a n d  u n s elfish  s e n ti m e n t s,  w hich
t h e  occ asion  h a d  al r e a dy c alle d  for t h,  a n d  w a s  likely
to  c all for th  in a  s till g r e a t e r  d e g r e e ,  w a s  wor t h
t h e  voya g e  ove r  t h e  oce a n;  for  t h e r e  a r e  im p r e s sions
to  b e  a w ak e n e d  by s uc h  a  sc e n e  w hich  c a n  b e  g a r n e r e d
in no  o t h e r  field.

CHAPTER XVI.
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THE WRECK OF THE SYLVIA.

The  p eo ple  in  t h e  dis m a s t e d  s hip  h a d  discove r e d  t h e
Young  Ame rica,  a s  i t a p p e a r e d  fro m  t h e  effor t s  t h ey
w e r e  u sing  to  a t t r ac t  h e r  a t t e n tion.   The  boo ming
of a  g u n  w a s  occ a sion ally h e a r d  fro m  h er, b u t  s h e  w a s
ye t  too  fa r  off to  b e  dis tinc tly s e e n.

On  t h e  for ec a s tle  of t h e  Acad e my S hip  w e r e  t wo  b r a s s
g u n s,  fou r-po u n d e r s,  int e n d e d  solely for  u s e  in  m a kin g
sign als.   They h a d  n eve r  b e e n  fir ed,  eve n  on  t h e
Fou r t h  of July, for  Mr. Lowing ton  wo uld  no t  e ncou r a g e
t h ei r  u s e  a m o n g  t h e  boys.   On  t h e  p r e s e n t  occ a sion
h e  o r d e r e d  Pe aks,  t h e  bo a t s w ain,  to  fir e  t wice,  to
a s s u r e  t h e  s hip  in di s t r e s s  t h a t  h e r  sign als  w e r e
h e a r d.

The  to p-g alla n t  s ails  w e r e  s e t ,  a n d  t h e  s p e e d  of t h e
s hip  inc r e a s e d  a s  m u c h  a s  possible; b u t  t h e  h e avy
s e a  w a s  no t  favor a ble  to  r a pid  p ro g r e s s  t h ro u g h  t h e
w a t er.  At fou r  b ells, w h e n  all h a n d s  b u t  t h e  s eco n d
p a r t  of t h e  po r t  w a tc h  w e r e  pip e d  to  a t t e n d  divine
s e rvice  in t h e  s t e e r a g e ,  t h e  Young  Ame ric a  w as  a bo u t
fou r  miles  dis t a n t  fro m  t h e  dis m a s t e d  vess el. 
S h e  w a s  rolling  a n d  pi tchin g  h e avily, a n d  no t  m a king
m o r e  t h a n  t wo  o r  t h r e e  kno t s  a n  ho ur.

N o t with s t a n din g  t h e  imp a tie nc e  of t h e  c r ew, a n d  t h ei r
d e si r e  to  b e  on  d e ck,  w h e r e  t h ey  could  s e e  t h e  w r e ck,
t h e  s e rvice  on  t h a t  S u n d ay for e noon  w a s  e s p e ci ally
imp r e s sive.   Mr. Agne a u  p r ay e d  e a r n e s tly for  t hos e
w ho  w e r e  s uffe ring  by t h e  p e rils  of t h e  s e a ,  a n d  t h a t
t hos e  w ho  s ho uld  d r a w  n e a r  u n to  t h e m  in t h e  ho u r  of
t h ei r  d a n g er, mig h t  b e  filled  wi t h  t h e  love  of God
a n d  of m a n,  w hic h  wo uld  ins pi r e  t h e m  to  b e  fai t hful
to  t h e  d u ti e s  of t h e  occa sion.
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Whe n  t h e  s e rvice  w a s  e n d e d  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w e n t  on  d e ck
a g ain.   The  w r e ck  could  now  b e  di s tinc tly s e e n.  
I t  w a s  a  s hip  of five  o r  six h u n d r e d  tons ,  r olling
h elple s sly in t h e  t r ou g h  of t h e  s e a .   S h e  w a s  a p p a r e n tly
w a t e r-logg e d,  if no t  jus t  r e a dy to  go  dow n.   As
t h e  Young  Ame ric a  a p p ro ac h e d  h er, h e r  p eo ple  w e r e
s e e n  to  b e  labo ring  a t  t h e  p u m p s ,  a n d  to  b e  b aling
h e r  ou t  wi th  b ucke t s .   I t  w a s  evid e n t  fro m  t h e
a p p e a r a nc e  of t h e  w r e ck, t h a t  it  h a d  b e e n  ke p t  afloa t
only by  t h e  s eve r e s t  exe r tion  on  t h e  p a r t  of t h e  c r ew.

“Mr. Peaks,  you  will s e e  t h a t  t h e  bo a t s  a r e
in o r d e r  for  u s e ,” s aid  Mr. Lowing to n.  
“We s h all low e r  t h e  b a r g e  a n d  t h e  gig.”

“The  b a r g e  a n d  t h e  gig,  sir,” r e plied
t h e  bo a t s w ain.

“Ca p t ain  Gordo n,” con tinu e d  t h e  p rincip al,
“two of you r  b e s t  office r s  m u s t  b e  d e t aile d
for  t h e  bo a t s.”

“I will s e n d  Mr. Kend all in t h e  b a r g e ,  sir.”

“Very w ell; h e  is e n t i r ely r eli able.   Who m
will you  s e n d  in t h e  gig?”

“I a m  so r ry S h uffles  is no t  a n  office r  now,
for  h e  w a s  on e  of t h e  b e s t  w e  h a d  for  s uc h  s e rvice,”
a d d e d  t h e  c a p t ain.

“Sh uffles  is ou t  of t h e  q u e s tion,” r e plied
Mr. Lowing ton.

“Mr. H ave n,  t h e n ,  in t h e  gig.”

“The  s e a  is ve ry h e avy, a n d  t h e  bo a t s  m u s t  b e
h a n dled  wi th  skill a n d  p r u d e n c e.”

“The  c r e w s  h ave  b e e n  p r a c tise d  in  h e avy s e a s,
t hou g h  in no t hing  like  t his.”
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The  b a r g e  a n d  t h e  gig—c alle d  so  by  cou r t e sy—w e r e
t h e  t wo  la r g e s t  bo a t s  b elon gin g  to  t h e  s hip,  a n d  p ulle d
eig h t  o a r s  e ac h.   They w e r e  ligh t  a n d  s t ro n g,
a n d  h a d  b e e n  b uil t  wi th  e s p e cial r efe r e nc e  to  t h e  u s e
for  w hich  t h ey  w e r e  in t e n d e d.   They w e r e  life-bo a t s ,
a n d  b efor e  t h e  s hip  s ailed,  t h ey  h a d  b e e n  rig g e d  wit h
life-line s  a n d  floa t s.   If t h ey w e r e  u p s e t  in a
h e avy s e a,  t h e  c r e w s  could  s ave  t h e m s elves  by  clinging
to  t h e  ro p e,  b uoye d  u p  by t h e  floa t s .

The  Young  Ame ric a  s tood  u p  tow a r d s  t h e  w r eck,  in t e n din g
to  p a s s  u n d e r  h e r  s t e r n  a s  n e a r  a s  it  w a s  p r u d e n t
to  lay, t h e  h e a d  of t h e  dis m a s t e d  s hip  b ein g  to  t h e
no r t h-w e s t .

“Boa ts w ain,  pipe  all h a n d s  to  m u s t er,”
s aid  t h e  c a p t ain,  p ro m p t e d  by Mr. Lowing to n,  a s  t h e
s hip  a p p ro a c h e d  t h e  w r e ck.

“All h a n d s  on  d e ck, a hoy!” s ho u t e d  t h e
bo a t s w ain,  piping  t h e  c all.

The  firs t  lieu t e n a n t  took t h e  t r u m p e t  fro m  t h e  office r
of t h e  d e ck,  a n d  t h e  c r ew, all of w ho m  w e r e  on  d e ck
w h e n  t h e  c all w a s  sou n d e d,  s p r a n g  to  t h ei r  m u s t e r
s t a tions.

“All h a n d s,  t ak e  in cou r s e s,” s aid  t h e
exec u tive  office r;  a n d  t hos e  w ho  w e r e  s t a tion e d  a t
t h e  t acks  a n d  s h e e t s,  clew-g a r n e t s  a n d  b u n tline s,
p r e p a r e d  to  do  t h ei r  d u ty w h e n  t h e  bo a t s w ain  pipe d
t h e  c all.

“M a n  t h e  for e  a n d  m ain  clew-g a r n e t s  a n d  b u n tline s!”
s ho u t e d  t h e  fi r s t  lieu t e n a n t .   “S t a n d  by
t a cks  a n d  s h e e t s!”

The  for e  a n d  m ain  s ail, b ein g  t h e  low es t  s q u a r e  s ails,
a r e  c alle d  t h e  cou r s e s .   The r e  is no  co r r e s po n din g
s ail on  t h e  mizze n m a s t .   The  ro p e s  by  w hich  t h e
low e r  co r n e r s  of t h e s e  s ails  a r e  h a ule d  u p  for  fu rling
a r e  t h e  clew-g a r n e t s—t h e  s a m e  t h a t  a r e
d e sign a t e d  clewlines  on  t h e  tops ails.
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The  t a cks  a n d  s h e e t s  a r e  t h e  ro p e s  by w hich  t h e  cou r s e s
a r e  h a ule d  dow n,  a n d  ke p t  in  pl ac e ,  t h e  t ack  b eing
on  t h e  wind w a r d  side,  a n d  t h e  s h e e t  on  t h e  leew a r d .

“All r e a dy, sir,” r e po r t e d  t h e  lieu t e n a n t s
forw a r d.

“H a ul  t a u t!   Le t  go  t acks  a n d  s h e e t s!  
H a ul  u p!”

The s e  o r d e r s  b eing  p ro m p tly ob eye d,  t h e  cou r s e s  w e r e
h a ule d  u p,  a n d  t h e  s hip  w a s  u n d e r  tops ails  a n d  top-g allan t
s ails, jib, flying-jib, a n d  s p a nk er.

“Ship,  a hoy!” s ho u t e d  t h e  fi r s t  lieu t e n a n t
t h ro u g h  his  t r u m p e t ,  a s  t h e  Young  Ame rica  rolled  slowly
alon g  u n d e r  t h e  s t e r n  of t h e  w r eck.

“Ship,  a hoy!” r e plied  a  voice  fro m  t h e
d eck  of t h e  w r e ck.   “We a r e  in a  sinking
con di tion!   Will you  t ak e  u s  off?”

“Ay, ay!” c ri ed  H ave n,  wi th  rig h t  good
will.

“You will h e av e  to  t h e  s hip,  Mr. H ave n,”
s aid  t h e  c a p t ain,  w h e n  s h e  h a d  p a s s e d  a  s ho r t  di s t a n c e
b eyon d  t h e  w r eck.

“M a n  t h e  jib a n d  flying-jib h alya r d s  a n d  dow n-h a uls,”
s aid  t h e  fi r s t  lieu t e n a n t .

“All r e a dy forw a r d,  sir,” r e plied  t h e
s eco n d  lieu t e n a n t ,  on  t h e  for ec as tle .

“St a n d  by t h e  m ain top  bo wline!   Ca s t  off! 
M a n  t h e  m ain  b r ac es!”

“Let  go  t h e  jib a n d  flying-jib h alya r ds!  
H a ul  dow n!” And t h e  jibs  w e r e  t ak e n  in.
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“Slack  off t h e  lee  b r a c e s!   H a ul  on  t h e
w e a t h e r  b r a c e s!”

The  m ain-tops ail a n d  top-g allan t  w e r e  t h u s  t h row n
a b a ck, a n d  t h e  Young  Ame ric a  w a s  hove  to,  in o rd e r
to  e n a ble  h e r  p eo ple  to  p e rfo r m  t h ei r  h u m a n e  mission.

“St a n d  by to  low e r  t h e  b a r g e  a n d  gig!”
con tinu e d  H av e n.

“Mr. H ave n,  you  will bo a r d  t h e  w r e ck  in t h e
gig,” s aid  Ca p t ain  Gordo n.

“Yes, sir,” r e plied  h e ,  touc hing  his  c a p ,
a n d  h a n din g  t h e  t r u m p e t  to  t h e  s econ d  lieu t e n a n t .

“Mr. Kend all, you  will t ak e  c h a r g e  of t h e  b a r g e ,”
a d d e d  t h e  c a p t ain.

“The  b a r g e ,  sir,” a n s w e r e d  Kend all, p a s sing
t h e  t r u m p e t  to  Goodwin, t h e  t hi r d  lieu t e n a n t ,  w ho,
d u ring  t h e  a b s e n c e  of hi s  s u p e rio r s,  w a s  to  di sch a r g e
t h e  d u ty of t h e  exe c u tive  officer.

The  bo a t s  w e r e  cle a r e d  a w ay, a n d  eve ry p r e p a r a tion
m a d e  for  low e ring  t h e m  in to  t h e  w a t er.  This w a s
a  difficul t  a n d  d a n g e ro us  m a no e uv r e  in  t h e  h e avy s e a
w hich  w a s  r u n ning  a t  t h e  tim e.   The  p rofe sso r s’
b a r g e ,  w hich  w a s  s ec u r e d  a t  t h e  d avi t s  on  t h e  w e a t h e r
side  of t h e  s hip,  w a s  to  b e  low e r e d  wi th  h e r  c r e w
on  bo a r d,  a n d  t h ey took t h ei r  pl ac e s  on  t h e  t h w a r t s ,
wi th  t h ei r  h a n d s  to  t h e  oa r s  in r e a din e s s  for  a c tion.  
The  p rincip al h a d  r e q u e s t e d  Mr. Fluxion  to  go  in t h e
b a r g e  a n d  Mr. Pe aks  in t h e  gig,  no t  to  co m m a n d  t h e
bo a t s,  b u t  to  give  t h e  office r s  s uc h  s u g g e s tions  a s
t h e  e m e r g e n cy of t h e  occ a sion  mi g h t  r e q ui r e.

“All r e a dy, sir,” r e po r t e d  Ward, t h e  coxsw ain
of t h e  b a r g e ,  w h e n  t h e  oa r s m e n  w e r e  in  t h ei r  pl ac es .

“St a n d  by t h e  af t e r  t a ckle,  Ward,” s aid
H ave n.   “Bow m a n,  a t t e n d  to  t h e  for e  t ackle.”

At a  favor a ble  m o m e n t,  w h e n  a  g r e a t  w ave  w a s  sinking
dow n  by t h e  s hip’s sid e,  t h e  o r d e r  w a s  given
to  low e r  a w ay, a n d  in  a n  ins t a n t  t h e  b a r g e  s t r uck
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t h e  w a t er.  Ward  c a s t  off t h e  af t e r  t a ckle,  a n d
t h e  bo w m a n  did  t h e  s a m e  with  t h e  forw a r d  t ackle.  
At t h e  m o m e n t  t h e  o rd e r  to  low e r  w as  given,  a s  t h e
w ave  s a nk  do w n,  t h e  s hip  rolled  to  wind w a r d,  a n d  t h e
bo a t  s t r uck  t h e  w a t e r  so m e  eig h t  fee t  fro m  t h e  ves s el’s
side.
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“Up  oa r s!” s aid  t h e  coxsw ain,  wi th  e n e r gy.

“Lively, Ward,” a d d e d  t h e  fir s t  lieu t e n a n t .

“Le t  fall!” con tinu e d  t h e  coxsw ain,  a s
a  billow lift ed  t h e  bo a t ,  so  t h a t  t hos e  on  bo a r d  could
s e e  t h e  s hip’s d e ck.   “Give  w ay to g e t h e r!”

The  b a r g e ,  tos s e d  like  a  fea t h e r  on  t h e  high  s e a s,
g a t h e r e d  h e a d w ay, a n d  m ove d  off tow a r d s  t h e  w r eck.

The  low e ring  of t h e  b a r g e  h a d  b e e n  so  s ucc e s sful t h a t
t h e  s a m e  m e t hod  w a s  a do p t e d  wi t h  t h e  gig; b u t  a s  s h e
w a s  u n d e r  t h e  lee  of t h e  s hip,  t h e r e  w a s  les s  difficul ty
in g e t ting  h e r  off.  S h e  p ulled  ro u n d  t h e  s hip’s
bow, a n d  h aving  m a d e  less  s t e r n  w ay in s t a r ting  bo t h
bo a t s  c a m e  u p  u n d e r  t h e  cou n t e r  of t h e  w r e ck  a t  a bo u t
t h e  s a m e  tim e.   Whe n  t h e  b a r g e  a n d  gig  r e a c h e d
t h e  s hip,  a  line  w a s  t h row n  to  e a c h  of t h e m  ove r  t h e
q u a r t er, w hich  t h e  bo w m a n  c a u g h t ,  a n d  m a d e  fas t  to
t h e  rin g.

“Wh e r e  is t h e  c a p t ain  of t h e  s hip?” d e m a n d e d
Mr. H ave n.

“H e r e ,” s ho u t e d  t h a t  officer.

“How m a ny h ave  you  a bo a r d?”

“Eigh t e e n!”

“You m u s t  slide  do w n  on  a  ro p e  ove r  t h e  s t e r n;
w e  c a n’t  go  alongsid e,” con tinu e d  t h e
firs t  lieu t e n a n t .

“Ay, ay, si r!” r e s pon d e d  t h e  c a p t ain  of
t h e  s hip.   “I h av e  t wo  wo m e n  a n d  two  c hild r e n
on  bo a r d.”

“You m u s t  lowe r  t h e m  in slings,” a d d e d
H ave n,  p ro m p t e d  by Mr. Fluxion.
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[Illus t r a tion:  THE WRECK OF THE SYLVIA. p a g e
2 5 4.]

The  p eo ple  on  bo a r d  t h e  w r e ck  w e n t  to  wo rk,  a n d  on e
of t h e  wo m e n  w a s  low e r e d  in to  e ac h  bo a t  a t  t h e  s a m e
ti m e.   A long  loop  w a s  m a d e  in t h e  e n d  of t h e
ro p e,  a n d  t h e  wo m a n  s a t  do w n  in t h e  bigh t  of it, holding
on  to  t h e  line  wi th  h e r  h a n d s.   At a  m o m e n t  w h e n
t h e  s e a  favor e d  t h e  m ove m e n t ,  t h e  bo a t s  w e r e  h a ule d
u p  clos e  to  t h e  s hip’s s t e r n,  t h e  p a s s e n g e r  c a u g h t
by t wo  of t h e  c r ew, a n d  h a ule d  on  bo a r d .   A boy
a n d  a  gi rl  w e r e  le t  dow n  in t h e  s a m e  m a n n er. 
The  c a p t ain,  m a t e s ,  a n d  s e a m e n  c a m e  dow n  t h e  ro p e
h a n d  ove r  h a n d.

E a c h  bo a t  now  h a d  nin e  p a s s e n g e r s ,  w ho  w e r e  s tow e d
in t h e  s t e r n  s h e e t s  a n d  on  t h e  bo t to m.   The  ro p e s
fro m  t h e  s hip  w e r e  c a s t  off, a n d  t h e  oa r s m e n  w e r e
o r d e r e d  to  give  w ay.  The  b a r g e  a n d  t h e  gig  ro s e
a n d  fell, no w  lea ping  u p  on  t h e  h u g e  billows,  a n d
t h e n  plu n gin g  dow n  d e e p  in to  t h e  t ro u g h  of t h e  s e a;
b u t  t h ey h a d  b e e n  w ell t ri m m e d,  a n d  t ho u g h  t h e  co m b
of t h e  s e a  occ a sion ally b rok e  in to  t h e m,  d r e n c hing
t h e  boys  wi th  s p r ay, t h e  r e t u r n  to  t h e  Young  Ame rica
w a s  s afely effec t e d.

“How h a p p e n s  it  t h a t  you  a r e  all boys?”
a sk e d  t h e  c a p t ain  of t h e  w r e ck e d  s hip,  w ho  w a s  in
Pa ul Kend all’s bo a t .

“Th a t’s t h e  Aca d e my S hip,” r e plied
t h e  s econ d  lieu t e n a n t .

“The  w h a t?” excl aim e d  t h e  c a p t ain.

“It  is t h e  Young  Ame rica.   S h e  is a  sc hool
s hip.”

“O, ay!”

The r e  w a s  no  disposi tion  to  t alk m u c h  in t h e  bo a t s .  
The  office r s  a n d  c r e w s  w e r e  fully e m ployed  in ke e ping
t h e  b a r g e  a n d  gig  rig h t  sid e  u p  in t h e  t r e m e n do u s
s e a ,  a n d  t ho u g h  all h a n d s  w e r e  filled  wi t h  cu riosi ty
to  know  t h e  p a r ticula r s  of t h e  w r e ck, all q u e s tions
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w e r e  wisely d efe r r e d  u n til t h ey  w e r e  on  t h e  d e ck  of
t h e  s hip.
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Whe n  t h e  gig  c a m e  u p  u n d e r  t h e  cou n t e r  of t h e  Young
Ame rica,  a  line  w as  t h row n  do w n  to  t h e  bow m a n  w ho
m a d e  it fas t  to  t h e  rin g.   The  p a s s e n g e r s  w e r e
t h e n  t ak e n  a bo a r d  in slings  rig g e d  on  t h e  s p a nk e r-boo m,
w hich  w a s  s w u n g  ove r  t h e  lee  q u a r t e r  for  t h e  p u r pos e.  
Pa r t  of t h e  bo a t’s c r e w  w e r e  t a k e n  on  bo a r d
in t h e  s a m e  w ay, a n d  t h e n  t h e  gig  w a s  hois t e d  u p  to
t h e  d avit s  wi th  t h e  r e s t  in h er.

Befor e  t h e  b a r g e  w a s  allow e d  to  co m e  u p  u n d e r  t h e
cou n t er, t h e  office r  of t h e  d e ck  wo r e  s hip,  so  a s
to  b rin g  t h e  po r t  q u a r t er, on  w hic h  t h e  bo a t  w a s  to
b e  s u s p e n d e d,  on  t h e  lee  sid e.   H e r  p a s s e n g e r s
w e r e  t ak e n  on  d eck  a s  t hos e  fro m  t h e  gig  h a d  b e e n,
a n d  s h e  w a s  hois t e d  u p.

“Mr. Kend all, I con g r a t ul a t e  you u po n  t h e  s ucc e ss
of you r  labo r s,” s aid  Mr. Lowing to n,  w h e n  t h e
s eco n d  lieu t e n a n t  r e a c h e d  t h e  d e ck.  “You
h ave  h a n dled  you r  bo a t  exc e e din gly w ell, a n d  you  d e s e rve
a  g r e a t  d e al  of c r e di t .”

“Th a t’s a  fac t ,  sir,” a d d e d  Boa t s w ain
Pe aks,  touc hing  his  c a p.   “I h a r dly s pok e
a  wor d  to  hi m,  a n d  I’ve s e e n  m a ny  a  bo a t  wo r s e
h a n dled  in a  s e a .”

Pa ul blu s h e d  a t  t h e  p r ai s e  b e s tow e d  u po n  hi m,  b u t
h e  w a s  p ro u d  a n d  h a p py to  h av e  do n e  his  d u ty fai t hfully
on  t hi s  impo r t a n t  occ asion.   The  s a m e  co m m e n d a tion
w a s  give n  to  t h e  fir s t  lieu t e n a n t ,  af t e r  t h e  b a r g e
h a d  b e e n  h a ule d  u p  to  t h e  d avit s,  a n d  t h e  o r d e r  give n
for  t h e  s hip  to  fill a w ay a g ain.

The  wo m e n  a n d  child r e n  w e r e  con d uc t e d  to  t h e  p rofes so r s’
c a bin  a s  soon  a s  t h ey c a m e  on  bo a r d,  a n d  t h e  s e a m e n
w e r e  t ak e n  in to  t h e  s t e e r a g e .   All of t h e m  w e r e
exh a u s t e d  by  t h e  a nxie ty a n d  t h e  h a r d s hip s  t h ey h a d
e n d u r e d,  a n d  a s  soon  a s  t h ei r  s afe ty w a s  ins u r e d,  t h ey
s a nk  al mos t  h elpl es s  u n d e r  t h e  p r e s s u r e  of t h ei r  p hysical
w e a k n e s s.
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“This  is a  sc hool s hip,  I’m told,”
s aid  Ca p t ain  Gr e ely, t h e  m a s t e r  of t h e  s hipw r e ck e d
vess el, w ho  h a d  also  b e e n  invit e d  to  t h e  m ain  c a bin.

“Yes, si r;  w e  c all it  t h e  Acad e my S hip,  a n d
w e  h ave  eig h ty-s eve n  youn g  g e n tl e m e n  on  bo a r d ,”
r e plied  Mr. Lowing ton.

“They a r e  s m a r t  boys,  sir.  I n eve r  s a w
bo a t s  b e t t e r  h a n dle d  t h a n  t hos e  w hich  b ro u g h t  u s  off
fro m  t h e  s hip,” a d d e d  Ca p t ain  Gr e ely, w a r mly.

“Your  voya g e  h a s  co m e  to  a n  u nfo r t u n a t e  conclusion,”
s aid  Mr. Lowing to n.

“Yes, si r;  I h ave  los t  my  s hip,  b u t  I t h a nk
God my wife  a n d  child r e n  a r e  s afe,” a n s w e r e d
t h e  w e a t h e r-b e a t e n  s e a m a n,  a s  h e  gl a nc e d  a t  on e  of
t h e  wo m e n  w hile  t h e  g r e a t  t e a r s  flow e d  dow n  his  s u n-b row n e d
c h e eks.

“Poor  child r e n!” sig h e d  Mr. Agn e a u,  a s
h e  p a t t e d  t h e  lit tl e  gi rl on  t h e  h e a d;  a n d  his  ow n
eye s  w e r e  di m  wi th  t h e  t e a r s  h e  s h e d  for  o th e r s’
wo es.

Ca p t ain  Gre ely told  his  s to ry ve ry b ri efly.  His
s hip  w a s  t h e  Sylvia,  t hi r ty d ays  ou t  of Liver pool,
bo u n d  to  N e w  York.  S h e  h a d  e n cou n t e r e d  a  h e avy
g ale  a  w e ek  b efo r e,  in  w hic h  s h e  h a d  b a dly s p r u n g  h e r
m ain m a s t .   Findin g  it  impossible  to  lay h e r  to
u n d e r  t h e  for e s ail, t h ey h a d  b e e n  co m p elled  to  s e t
t h e  m ain-tops ail, r e efe d;  b u t  eve n  t his  w a s  too  m u c h
for  t h e  w e a k  m a s t ,  a n d  it h a d  go n e  by t h e  bo a r d ,  c a r rying

275



Page 117

t h e  s econ d  m a t e  a n d  five m e n  wi th  it.  The  Sylvia
w a s  old,  a n d  t h e  c a p t ain  a ck nowled g e d  t h a t  s h e  w a s
h a r dly s e a-wo r t hy.  S h e  b e c a m e  u n m a n a g e a ble,  a n d
t h e  for e m a s t  h a d  b e e n  c u t  a w ay to  e a s e  off t h e  s t r ain
u po n  h er.  H e r  s e a m s  op e n e d,  a n d  s h e  w a s  m a king
m o r e  w a t e r  t h a n  could  b e  co n t rolled  wi th  t h e  p u m p s.  
For  eigh t e e n  ho u r s,  a ll h a n d s,  ev e n  including  t h e  t wo
wo m e n,  h a d  labo r e d  inces s a n tly a t  t h e  p u m p s  a n d  t h e
b u ck e t s,  to  ke e p  t h e  s hip  afloa t .   They w e r e  u t t e rly
wo r n  ou t  w h e n  t h ey discove r e d  t h e  Young  Americ a,  w e r e
on  t h e  poin t  of a b a n do ning  t h ei r  effo r t s  in d e s p air,
a n d  t aking  to  t h e  bo a t s,  in w hich  m os t  of t h e m  wo uld
p ro b a bly h ave  p e ris h e d.

Afte r  t h e  bo a t s  s t a r t e d  fro m  t h e  Young  Americ a,  Mr.
Lowing to n  h a d  o r d e r e d  t h e  cooks  to  p r e p a r e  a  m e al
for  t h e  p eo ple  fro m  t h e  w r eck; a n d  a s  soon  a s  t h ey
c a m e  on  bo a r d ,  coffee  a n d  t e a ,  b e efs t e a ks,  frie d  po t a to e s,
a n d  ho t  bisc ui t  w e r e  in r e a din e s s  for  t h e m.   Tables
w e r e  s p r e a d  in  t h e  m ain  c a bin  a n d  in t h e  s t e e r a g e ,
a n d  t h e  exh a u s t e d  g u e s t s ,  p rovide n ti ally s e n t  to  t his
bo u n tiful bo a r d,  w e r e  co r di ally invit e d  to  p a r t a k e.  
They h a d  e a t e n  no t hin g  b u t  h a r d  b r e a d  sinc e  t h e  g al e
c a m e  on,  a n d  t h ey w e r e  in con di tion  to  a p p r eci a t e
t h e  s u bs t a n ti al fa r e  s e t  b efo r e  t h e m.

By t h e  for e t ho u g h t  of Ca p t ain  Gre ely, t h e  clot hing
of t h e  wo m e n  a n d  child r e n  h a d  b e e n  t h ro w n  in to  on e
of t h e  bo a t s.   The  b u n dle  w a s  op e n e d,  a n d  it s
con t e n t s  d ri e d  a t  t h e  g alley fir e .   The  doc to r
a n d  t h e  c h a plain  g ave  u p  t h ei r  s t a t e  r oo m  to  t h e  c a p t ain,
his  wife  a n d  c hild r e n,  w hile  Mr. Lowing ton  ex te n d e d
a  simila r  cou r t e sy to  t h e  o t h e r  wo m a n,  w ho  w a s  M rs.
Gre ely’s sis t er.  Mr. Fluxion  w a s  t h e  fi r s t
to  offe r  his  b e r t h  to  t h e  m a t e  of t h e  Sylvia,  w hich
w a s  r eluc t a n tly a cc e p t e d;  a n d  all t h e  p rofe sso r s  w e r e
ze alous  to  s a c rifice  t h ei r  ow n  co mfor t  to  t h e  w a n t s
of t h e  w r e ck e d  visito r s.

In  t h e  s t e e r a g e ,  eve ry  boy, wi t ho u t  a n  exc e p tion,
w a n t e d  to  give  u p  his  b e r t h  to  on e  of t h e  s e a m e n  fro m
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t h e  Sylvia; b u t  t h e  p rivileg e  w a s  claim e d  by t h e  a d ul t
forw a r d  office r s,  t h e  cooks,  a n d  s t e w a r d s .   The
p rincip al w a s  finally oblige d  to  d e cid e  b e t w e e n  t h e m:  
a n d  for  obvious  r e a so ns,  h e  di r e c t e d  t h a t  t h e  g u e s t s
s ho uld  occu py t h e  q u a r t e r s  of t h e  m e n,  r a t h e r  t h a n
of t h e  boys.   The  p eo ple  fro m  t h e  Sylvia  n e e d e d
r e s t  a n d  no u ris h m e n t  m o r e  t h a n  a ny thing  els e.  
They w e r e  w a r m e d,  a n d  fed,  a n d  d rie d,  a n d  t h e n  p e r mi t t e d
to  sle e p  off t h e  fa tigu e s  of t h ei r  s eve r e  exe r tion.

At t h r e e  o’clock, t ho u g h  t h ey h a d  sle p t  b u t
a n  ho u r  o r  t wo, m o s t  of t h e  s hipw r e ck e d  p eople  a p p e a r e d
a t  divine  s e rvice,  for  t his  w a s  a  p rivileg e  w hic h
t h ey h a d  long  b e e n  d e nie d,  a n d  it  would  b e  s t r a n g e,
a t  s uc h  a  t im e,  if t h e  h e a r t s  of t hos e  w ho  h a d  b e e n
s ave d  fro m  t h e  a n g ry  flood  w e r e  no t  ove rflowing  wi t h
g r a t i t u d e  to  God  for  his  m e r cy to  t h e m.   Mr. Agn e a u,
w hos e  s e n si tive  n a t u r e  h a d  b e e n  ke e nly touc h e d  by t h e
eve n t s  of t h e  d ay, m a d e  a  p ro p e r  u s e  of t h e  occ asion,
d elive ring  a  ve ry effec tive  a d d r e s s  to  t h e  s t u d e n t s
a n d  to  t h e  s hipw r e ck e d  voyag e r s,  w ho  for m e d  hi s  lit tl e
con g r e g a tion.
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The  n ext  m o r ning  t h e  win d  c a m e  u p  fr es h  a n d  w a r m  fro m
t h e  sou t h w a r d,  knocking  dow n  t h e  h e avy s e a ,  a n d  giving
a  d eligh tful d ay  to  t hos e  on  bo a r d  t h e  s hip.  
The  p a s s e n g e r s  a p p e a r e d  on  d eck, a n d  w e r e  g r e a tly
in t e r e s t e d  in t h e  Young  Ame ric a  a n d  h e r  juve nile  c r ew. 
Ca p t ain  Gre ely’s son  a n d  d a u g h t e r  w e r e  lit tle
lions,  of t h e  fi r s t  cla s s,  a m o n g  t h e  boys.   All
h a n d s  vied  wi th  e a c h  o th e r  in t h ei r  effor t s  to  do  so m e t hing
for  t h e  g u e s t s  of t h e  s hip,  a n d  it r e ally s e e m e d  a s
t hou g h  t h e  e r a  of good  feeling  h a d  d a w n e d  u po n  t h e m.  
Eve n  S h uffles  a n d  Pelh a m  forgo t ,  for  a  ti m e,  t h e  in t e r e s t s
of t h e  Ch ain  Lea g u e,  a n d  joine d  wi th  o t h e r s  in p e t tin g
t h e  child r e n  of t h e  w r eck, a n d  in labo rin g  for  t h e
h a p pin es s  of t h e  involun t a ry  g u e s t s .

On  t his  d ay, obs e rva tions  for  la ti t u d e  a n d  longit ud e
w e r e  ob t ain e d,  a n d  a t  noo n  t h e  s hip  w a s  foun d  to  b e
in la ti t u d e  4 2  d e g., 3 7’, 5” N.; longi tu d e
6 4  d e g.,  3 9’, 5 2” W. The  posi tion  of t h e
s hip  w a s  m a rk e d  on  t h e  c h a r t  by  t h e  m a s t e r s,  in cou ncil
a s s e m ble d,  a n d  t h e  c alcula tions  m a d e  for  t h e  co u r s e .  
Bow ditc h’s N avig a tor, a n  indisp e n s a ble  wo rk  to
t h e  s e a m a n,  w a s  cons ul t e d  fr eq u e n tly bo t h  for  t h e
r ul e s  a n d  t h e  n a u tical t a bl e s  it  con t ain s.   The
cou r s e ,  af t e r  allowing  for  t h e  va ri a tion  of t h e  co m p a s s,
w a s  foun d  to  b e  no r t h-e a s t  by e a s t ,  w hich,  a g r e ein g
wi th  t h e  c alcula tions  of Mr. Fluxion, w a s  give n  ou t
to  t h e  q u a r t e r m a s t e r  con nin g  t h e  w h e el.

The  wind  con tinu e d  to  blow fre s h  fro m  t h e  so u t h  a n d
so u t h-w e s t  d u ring  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  d ay a n d  t h e  s ucc e e din g
nig h t;  a n d  t h e  log-sla t e  s how e d  t e n  a n d  eleve n  kno t s
u n til mid nigh t ,  w h e n  t h e  wind  h a ule d  ro u n d  to  t h e
w e s t w a r d ,  a n d  soon  c a m e  s t ron g  fro m  t h a t  q u a r t er. 
At noo n  on  Tues d ay, April 5 ,  t h e  Young  Ame ric a  h a d
m a d e  t wo  h u n d r e d  a n d  for ty-fou r  miles  d u ring  t h e  p r e c e ding
t w e n ty-fou r  ho u r s ,  w hich  w a s  t h e  b e s t  r u n  s h e  h a d
h a d  d u ring  t h e  voya g e.

On  t h e  af t e r noon  of t his  d ay, a  s hip,  bo u n d  to  t h e
w e s t w a r d ,  w a s  s e e n ,  a n d  Ca p t ain  Gr e ely exp r e s s e d  a
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d e si r e  to  b e  p u t  on  bo a r d  of h er, wi th  his  fa mily,
a s  h e  did  no t  wis h  to  r e t u r n  to  t h e  poin t  fro m  w hich
h e  h a d  jus t  co m e.   The  Young  Americ a  bo r e  dow n
u po n  t h e  s ail, a n d  s poke  h e r  a t  s u n dow n.   H e r
c a p t ain  w a s  willing  to  t a k e  t h e  s hipw r e ck e d  voyag e r s
on  bo a r d  his  s hip,  w hic h  w a s  bo u n d  to  N e w  York, a n d
t h ey w e r e  t r a n sfe r r e d  in  t h e  b a r g e  a n d  gig.   Ca p t ain
Gre ely a n d  his  p a r ty w e r e  ve ry g r a t eful for  t h e  a t t e n tions
t h ey h a d  r e c eive d;  a n d  t h e  lit tle  boy a n d  gi rl a l mos t
r e b elled  a t  t h e  ide a  of leaving  t h ei r  n e w  a n d  p a r ti al
frien d s.

As t h e  t wo  s hips  w e r e  filling  a w ay, af t e r  t h e  t r a n sfe r
of t h e  p a s s e n g e r s ,  t h e  s e a m e n  of t h e  N e w  York s hip,
h aving  lea r n e d  w h a t  t h e  Young  Ame rica  w a s,  g ave  t h r e e
c h e e r s,  a n d  dipp e d  h e r  e n sign  in  co m plim e n t  to  h er. 
All t h e  you n g  t a r s  w e r e  im m e dia t ely o r d e r e d  in to  t h e
riggin g  by Ca p t ain  Gor don,  a n d  “th r e e  ti m es  t h r e e”
w e r e  m o s t  lus tily given.   The  Ame rica n  flag  a t
h e r  p e a k  w a s  lowe r e d  t h r e e  ti m e s,  in r e ply to  t h e
s alu t e  of t h e  s t r a n g er.  As t h e  Acad e my S hip  s tood
off on  h e r  cou r s e,  t h e  two  child r e n  of Ca p t ain  Gr e ely
w e r e  s e e n ,  on  t h e  poop-d e ck  of t h e  o th e r  vess el, w aving
t h ei r  h a n dk e rc hiefs; a n d  t h ey con tin u e d  to  do  so  a s
long  a s  t h ey  could  b e  s e e n.

279



Page 119

The  d e p a r t u r e  of t h e  g u e s t s  h a d  a  s a d d e nin g  effec t
u po n  t h e  c r e w  of t h e  Young  Ame rica,  a s  t h ey miss e d
t h e  child r e n  a n d  t h e  ladie s  ve ry m u c h;  for, d u rin g
t h ei r  p r e s e n c e  on  bo a r d ,  t h e  s hip  h a d  a s s u m e d  q ui t e
a  do m e s tic  a s p ec t ,  a n d  all t h e  idle r s  on  d e ck  foun d
ple asin g  co m p a nions  in  t h e  lit tle  boy a n d  gi rl.

The  limi ts  of t hi s  volu m e  do  no t  p e r mi t  a  full d e t ail
of t h e  e n ti r e  voyag e  a c ros s  t h e  oc e a n.   E nou g h
h a s  b e e n  give n  to  s how  t h e  discipline  of t h e  s hip,
a n d  t h e  d aily life of t h e  boys  on  bo a r d  of h er. 
For  t h e  n ex t  t e n  d ays  t h e  w e a t h e r  w a s  g e n e r ally favor a ble,
a n d  s h e  laid h e r  cou r s e  all t h e  ti m e.   So m e  d ays
s h e  m a d e  t wo  h u n d r e d  miles,  a n d  o t h e r s  les s  t h a n  on e
h u n d r e d.

On  t h e  sixt e e n t h  d ay fro m  h e r  d e p a r t u r e ,  s h e  w a s  in
la ti t u d e  5 1  d e g., 4’, 2 8”  N.; longi tu d e
3 1  d e g.,  1 0’, 2”  W.; co u r s e,  E.  by  N. In
going  fro m  Ca p e  R ac e,  t h e  so u t h e r n  poin t  of N e wfoun dla n d,
to  Ca p e  Cle ar, t h e  so u t h e r n  poin t  of I r el a n d,  t h e
Young  Ame rica  did  no t  lay a  s t r aigh t  cou r s e ,  a s  it
wo uld  a p p e a r  w h e n  d r a w n  on  a  m a p  o r  c h a r t .   La
Roch elle, on  t h e  w e s t e r n  coa s t  of F r a nc e ,  a n d  Ca p e
R ac e  a r e  n e a rly on  t h e  s a m e  p a r allel of la ti t u d e,
a n d  t h e  for m e r  is exa c tly e a s t  of t h e  la t t er. 
Bu t  t h e  p a r allel on  w hich  bo t h  poin t s  lie  would  no t
b e  t h e  s ho r t e s t  line  b e t w e e n  t h e m.   A g r e a t  ci r cle ,
ex t e n ding  e n ti r ely a ro u n d  t h e  e a r t h  in t h e  b ro a d e s t
p a r t ,  going  t h ro u g h  bo t h,  wo uld  no t  coincide  wi th
t h e  p a r allel, b u t  wo uld  r u n  to  t h e  no r t h  of it a  conside r a ble
dis t a n c e  a t  a  poin t  h alf w ay b e t w e e n  t h e  t wo  pl ac e s ,
t h e  s e p a r a tion  di minishing  e a c h  w ay till t h e  g r e a t
ci rcle  c ro ss e s  t h e  p a r allel a t  Ca p e  R ac e  a n d  La Roch elle.  
The  s ho r t e s t  cou r s e  b e t w e e n  t h e  t wo  poin t s ,  t h e r efo r e ,
wo uld  b e  t h e  a r c  of t h e  g r e a t  ci r cle  lying  b e t w e e n
t h e m.   A skilful n avig a to r  wo uld  find  a n d  follow
t his  t r a ck.   This  is c alle d  g r e a t  ci r cle  s ailing.

The  Young  Ame ric a  follow e d  a  g r e a t  ci r cle  fro m  C a p e
R ac e  to  Ca p e  Cle ar.  Off t h e  for m e r  poin t ,  h e r
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cou r s e  w a s  t wo  poin t s  no r t h  of e a s t ;  off t h e  la t t er,
it  w a s  h alf a  poin t  so u t h  of e a s t .   On  h e r  t w e n tie t h
d ay ou t  s h e  s ailed  d u e  e a s t .

Afte r  t h e  exci t e m e n t  of t h e  w r eck  a n d  t h e  d e p a r t u r e
of t h e  p a s s e n g e r s ,  S h uffles  a n d  hi s  confe d e r a t e s  r e s u m e d
t h ei r  op e r a tions  in t h e  Ch ain  Lea g u e,  a s si s t e d  so m e w h a t
by a  c a s e  of discipline  w hic h  occu r r e d  a t  t his  tim e.  
Whe n  t h e  s hip  w a s  sixt e e n  d ays  ou t  t h e  Ch ain  consis t e d
of t hi r ty-on e  links,  in t h e  c a b alis tic  lan g u a g e  of
t h e  cons pi r a to r s,  a n d  S h uffles  w a s  in favor  of s t r iking
t h e  blow.

CHAPTER XVII.

PEAS AND BEANS.

The  b u sin es s  of t h e  Ch ain  h a d  b e e n  m a n a g e d  wi th  ex t r e m e
c a u tion  by t h e  cons pi r a to r s,  a n d  m o r e  t h a n  on e  t hi rd
of t h e  c r e w  h a d  b e e n  ini ti a t e d  wi thou t  t h e  knowle d g e
of t h e  p rincip al a n d  p rofesso r s,  o r  of t h e  office r s
a n d  s e a m e n  w ho  w e r e  no t  m e m b e r s .   Pelh a m  a n d  S h uffles
o r d e r e d  t h e  affai r s  of t h e  Lea g u e,  a n d  no  “link”
w a s  allow e d  to  a p p ro ac h  a n  ou t sid e r  for  t h e  p u r pos e
of inducing  hi m  to  join wi t ho u t  t h e  co ns e n t  of on e
of t h e s e  wo r t hie s.
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As t h e  s ch e m e  p ro g r e s s e d,  va rious  m o difica tions  h a d
b e e n  m a d e  in  t h e  pl a n  to  a d a p t  it to  ci rc u m s t a nc e s ,
t h e  p rincip al of w hich  w a s  t h e  c hoice  of t wo  “sh a ckles,”
w ho  s ho uld  b e  d e e m e d  t h e  office r s  of t h e  Lea g u e  u n til
a  r e g ula r  el ec tion  h a d  t ak e n  pl ac e.   By t his  inven tion,
S h uffles  a n d  Pelh a m  h a d  b e e n  e n a bled  to  co m p ro mis e
t h ei r  diffe r e n c es ,  for  t h ey  a s s u m e d  t h e  n e wly-c r e a t e d
offices,  a n d  labo r e d  a s  e q u als  in t h e  b a d  c a u s e .  
E a c h  e n d e avo r e d  to  m a k e  a s  m a ny  n e w  “links”
a s  possible,  for  al r e a dy t h e  co ns pi r a to r s  co nsis t e d
of t wo  fac tions,  on e  of w hich  favor e d  t h e  el ec tion
of S h uffles,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  t h a t  of Pelha m,  to  t h e
c a p t aincy.  E ac h,  in  a  m e a s u r e ,  con t rolled  his
ow n  r e c r ui t s ,  a n d  w a s  r e a s on a bly s u r e  of t h ei r  vote s
w h e n  t h e  el ec tion  s ho uld  b e  o rd e r e d .

The s e  youn g  g e n tl e m e n  w e r e  no t  only plo t ting  to  t ak e
t h e  s hip,  b u t  to  “t ak e  in” e a c h  o t h er. 
While  bo t h  wo rk e d  for  t h e  Lea g u e  a s  a  w hole,  e ac h
wo rk e d  for  hi m s elf a s  a n  individu al.  S h uffles
w a s  m u c h  m o r e  t ho rou g h  t h a n  his  r ival in  t h e  m a kin g
of his  conve r t s .   H e  told  t h e m  t h e  w hole  s to ry,
a n d  t a u g h t  t h e m  to  look full in t h e  face  t h e  ex t r e m e
p e ril of t h e  u n d e r t aking.   H e  did  no t  conc e al
a ny t hing  fro m  t h e m.   On  t h e  o th e r  h a n d,  Pelh a m
m e r ely r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  p rojec t  a s  a  m e a n s  of r e d r e s sing
t h e  g ri eva nc e s  of t h e  office r s  a n d  c r e w;  of h aving
t h ei r  m o n ey r e s to r e d  to  t h e m,  a n d  a bolishing  c e r t ain
po r tions  of t h e  r e g ul a tions  w hich  p r e s s e d  h a r d  u po n
t hos e  w ho  w e r e  dis pos e d  to  b e  u n r uly.

Thou g h  t h e  n u m b e r  of “links” in t h e  “Ch ain”
h a s  b e e n  m e n tion e d,  i t w a s  no t  know n  to  ei t h e r  of
t h e  rivals.  E ac h  kn e w  his  ow n  p e c ulia r  follow e r s ,
b u t  h e  did  no t  know  ho w  m a ny t h e  o th e r  co uld  m u s t er. 
Thou g h  t h e r e  w e r e  signs  a n d  p a s s wor d s  by w hich  t h e
m e m b e r s  could  know  e a c h  o th er, t h e r e  w e r e  no  m e a n s
by w hich  a ny on e  could  p r e cis ely s u m  u p  t h e  w hole  n u m b e r
of “links.”  S h uffles  could  co u n t  t hi r t e e n
includin g  hi s  r ival, w hile  Pelh a m  could  n u m b e r  nin e t e e n
wi tho u t  his  coe q u al  in  a u t ho ri ty.  The  for m e r
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b elieve d  t h e  lis t  to  consis t  of a bo u t  t w e n ty four,
w hile  t h e  la t t e r  e s ti m a t e d  it a bove  t hi r ty.  With
t h e m  it w a s  a  s t r u g gle  for  a n  office,  a s  w ell a s  to
r e d r e s s  t h ei r  fancie d  w ro n g s,  a n d  t h ey  m u t u ally d e c eive d
e a c h  o t h e r  in o r d e r  to  ob t ain  t h e  a dva n t a g e.

“How m a ny do  you  s u p pos e  w e  c a n  m u s t e r  now?”
a sk e d  S h uffles,  on  t h e  ev e ning  of t h e  eigh t e e n t h  d ay
ou t,  a s  t h ey m e t  in t h e  w ais t ,  w h e n  bo t h  w e r e  off
d u ty.

“About  t w e n ty,” r e plied  Pelh a m.

“The r e  a r e  m o r e  t h a n  t h a t .”

“Pe r h a p s  t h e r e  a r e .”

“But  i t is t im e  to  s t r e t c h  t h e  Ch ain,”
a d d e d  S h uffles,  in a  w his p er.

“Not  ye t.”

“If w e  a r e  eve r  going  to  do  a ny t hin g,  w e  m u s t
b e gin  soon.   We h av e  so  m a ny  m e m b e r s  now  t h a t
t h e  d a n g e r  of expos u r e  inc r e a s e s  eve ry d ay.”

“We c a n’t  do  a ny t hin g  h e r e .   Besid es,
I a m  no t  in favor  of h aving  t h e  tim e  o r  t h e  m a n n e r
of a c co m plishin g  t h e  wo rk  t alke d  a bo u t  a m o n g  t h e  m e m b e r s .  
I b elieve  in on e-m a n  pow e r  in a n  affai r  of t his  so r t .  
The r e  s hould  b e  on e  h e a d,  w ho  s ho uld  pl a n  a n d  co m m a n d;
all t h e  r e s t  s hould  ob ey.  If eve ry s t e p  in  t h e
t hin g  m u s t  b e  di sc us s e d  a n d  a g r e e d  u po n,  w e  s h all
n eve r  do  a ny t hing.   On e  fellow will w a n t  it do n e
in on e  w ay, a n d  a no t h e r  in so m e  ot h e r  w ay.”
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“I t hink  you  a r e  m o r e  t h a n  h alf r ig h t ,”
r e plied  S h uffles,  w ho  w a s  confide n t  t h a t  h e  s ho uld
b e  t h e  p e r so n  c hos e n  to  a r r a n g e  t h e  pl a n s  a n d  iss u e
t h e  co m m a n d s.

“I know I a m  w holly rig h t ,” a d d e d  Pelh a m,
w ho  w a s  e q u ally confide n t  t h a t  h e  s ho uld  e njoy t h e
u n divide d  s w ay of t h e  Lea g u e.   “If you  a r e
c hos e n  c a p t ain  I will c h e e rfully ob ey you r  o r d e r s .  
I go  a  s t e p  fa r t h e r :   w ho eve r  is el ec t e d  c a p t ain
s ho uld  a p poin t  his  ow n  office r s.”

“I will a g r e e  to  t h a t  al so,” r e plied  t h e
co m plais a n t  S h uffles.

“Very w ell, t h e n;  t h e  u n d e r s t a n din g  is, t h a t
w h e n  on e  of u s  is el ec t e d  c a p t ain,  h e  s h all a p poin t
his  ow n  office r s ,  a n d  do  all t h e  pl a n nin g  a n d  all
t h e  co m m a n ding,” a n s w e r e d  Pelh a m.

“Exac tly so; w e  a r e  now  in a bo u t  longi tu d e  t hi r ty-on e,
a n d  Cork  H a r bo r  is in longi tu d e  eig h t ,  a cco r din g  to
Bow ditc h,  for  I w a s  looking  t h e  m a t t e r  u p  in  t h e  s t e e r a g e
to-d ay.  We h ave  to  m a k e  a bo u t  t w e n ty-t h r e e  d e g r e e s
m o r e .   A d e g r e e  of longit ud e,  in la ti t u d e  fifty-on e,
is t hi r ty-s eve n  a n d  t h r e e  q u a r t e r s  miles,  w hich  wo uld
m a k e  it e ig h t  h u n d r e d  a n d  sixty-eig h t  miles  m o r e  to
r u n  in o r d e r  to  r e ac h  Qu e e n s tow n.   You s e e  I a m
pos t e d ,” s aid  S h uffles.

“I s e e  you  a r e .   By t h e  w ay, h a d  you no tice d
t h a t  Qu e e n s tow n  is no t  in t h e  N avig a tor, o r  on  t h e
olde r  m a p s?” a d d e d  Pelha m.

“Yes; t h e  pl ac e  w a s  c alled  t h e  Cove  of Cork
u n til 1 8 4 9,  w h e n,  in  ho no r  of h e r  m aje s ty’s
visi t  to  t h e  tow n,  t h e  n a m e  w a s  c h a n g e d  to  Qu e e n s tow n.”

“All r ig h t ,” s aid  Pelha m.

It  n e e d  no t  b e  s u p pos e d  t h a t  t h e  dis t a nc e  to  Qu e e n s tow n
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a n d  t h e  c h a n g e  in t h e  n a m e  of t h a t  pl ac e  h a d  a ny t hin g
to  do  wit h  t h e  Lea g u e.   The  fac t  w a s,  t h a t  Mr.
Fluxion  h a d  p a s s e d  n e a r  t h e  cons pi r a to r s,  a n d  h a d  p a u s e d
a  m o m e n t  in t h e  w ais t  to  gl a nc e  u p  a t  t h e  for e-top-g alla n t
s ail, w hich  w a s  no t  in good  t r im; a n d  t h e  conve r s a tion
h a d  b e e n  c h a n g e d  to  s ui t  t h e  occ a sion.   In  t alking
of t h e  affai r s  of t h e  “Ch ain,” it  w a s  r e q ui r e d
t h a t  on e  of t h e  p a r ty  s hould  look forw a r d ,  a n d  t h e
o th e r  af t ,  if t h e r e  w e r e  t wo  of t h e m;  a n d  t h a t  t h e
t hi r d,  if t h e r e  w e r e  t h r e e ,  s hould  s t a n d  b a ck  to  t h e
n e a r e s t  r ail.  I t  w a s  fu r t h e r  r e q ui r e d  t h a t  t h e
conve r s a tion  s ho uld  no t  t ak e  pl ac e  in a  si t u a tion
w h e r e  it would  b e  pos sible  for  a ny on e  to  ove r h e a r
t h e m.   The  lee  sid e  of t h e  w ais t ,—t h e
mids hip m a n  of t h e  w a t c h  alw ays  b eing  on  t h e  w e a t h e r
side,—t h e  top-g allan t  for ec a s tl e,  a n d  t h e
tops  w e r e  t h e  favori t e  r e so r t s  of t h e  cons pi r a to r s .  
If a ny on e  a p p ro a c h e d,  t h e  p a r ti e s  in conve r s a tion
w e r e  ins t a n tly to  c h a n g e  t h e  topic, a s  S h uffles  h a d
do n e.

“I t hink  it  is a bo u t  ti m e  for  t h e  elec tion  to
t ak e  pl ac e,” con tin u e d  S h uffles,  w h e n  Mr. Fluxion
h a d  gon e  af t .

“Wh e n eve r  you a r e  r e a dy, I a m,” r e plied
Pelha m.

“I a m  r e a dy now.”

“So a m  I.”

“Very w ell; i t s h all co m e  off to-m o r row, s ay.”

“To-m o r ro w  it  is, t h e n.”

“But  how  s h all it  b e  con d uc t e d?” a sk e d
S h uffles.

“Th a t  will no t  b e  a n  e a sy m a t t er.  I t hink,
how eve r  w e  c a n  hi t  u po n  so m e  pl a n  for  h aving  it  fai rly
do n e.”
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“Of cou r s e  t h e  m a t t e r  lies  b e t w e e n  you  a n d  m e,”
a d d e d  S h uffles.

“To b e  s u r e .”

“I s u p pos e  bo t h  of u s  a r e  r e a dy to  a bid e  t h e
issu e ,  w h a t eve r  it m ay  b e ,” s aid  S h uffles,  w ho
w a s  no t  a  lit tl e  fea rful t h a t  his  pow e rful r ival wo uld
r efus e  to  a cknowle d g e  hi m  w h e n  h e  w a s  c hos e n,  a s  h e
confide n tly exp e c t e d  to  b e .

“I pl ed g e  you  my wo r d  a n d  ho nor, t h a t  I will
ob ey you  in all t hin gs  if you a r e  fairly elec t e d  c a p t ain,”
r e plied  Pelh a m,  w ho  w a s  e q u ally s u r e  of b ein g  c hos e n
hi m s elf.

“Fai rly?  Who is to  d e cid e  w h e t h e r  i t is
fai rly do n e  o r  no t?” d e m a n d e d  S h uffles,  u n willing
to  le ave  a  loop-hole  t h rou g h  w hich  his  co m p a nion  could
c r a wl ou t  of t h e  b a r g ain.

“Wh e n  w e  h ave  a g r e e d  u po n  t h e  m e a n s  of elec ting
t h e  c a p t ain,  t h e  c hoice  s h all b e  final.”

“Good!  You a n d  I s h all h ave  no  difficul ty!”
exclaim e d  S h uffles,  r a t h e r  a s to nis h e d  to  find  his
rival so  e a sily m a n a g e d,  a s  h e  r e g a r d e d  it.

“We will m a k e  it  a  lit tle  m o r e  bin ding,  if you
c hoos e ,” s u g g e s t e d  Pelh a m,  w ho,  t h e  r e a d e r  h a s
al r e a dy b e e n  a s s u r e d  by t h e  figu r e s  give n,  w a s  co m ple t ely
ou twit ting  t h e  a u t ho r  a n d  inve n to r  of t h e  Ch ain  Lea g u e.

“With  all my  h e a r t !”

“We will to g gle  e a c h  o t h e r  on  t hi s  s p eci al q u e s tion
if you  like.”

“The  s t ro n g e r  w e  m a k e  t h e  bo n d  t h e  b e t t er,”
s aid  S h uffles.   “Rep e a t  af t e r  m e.”
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“Not  h e r e ,  S h uffles.   The r e  is a  s t e a m e r
on  ou r  w e a t h e r  bow.  Le t’s go  u p  in to  t h e
mizze n top,  a n d  h ave  a  look a t  h e r  wi th  a  nigh t  gl a s s.”

Mr. H ave n,  t h e  fi r s t  lieu t e n a n t ,  w ho  w a s  in c h a r g e
of t h e  d e ck,  p e r mi t t e d  t h e m  to  go  alof t  wit h  t h e  gl a s s,
for  t h e  office r s  w e r e  e m pow e r e d  to  g r a n t  s m all favor s.  
On  r e a c hing  t h e  top,  t h ey  gl a nc e d  a t  t h e  s t e a m er,
a n d  t h e n  r e s u m e d  t h e  conve r s a tion  w hich  h a d  b e e n  s u s p e n d e d
on  d e ck,  it  b eing  too  d a rk  for  t h e  office r s  b elow to
s e e  w h a t  t h ey w e r e  doing.

“Now  go  a h e a d,” s aid  Pelh a m.

“Rep e a t  af t e r  m e .”

“All r ig h t .”

“I p ro mis e,  wi thou t  a ny r e s e rva tion,  to  a ck nowled g e
S h uffles  a s  c a p t ain,  if h e  is c hos e n,  a n d  fai thfully
to  ob ey hi s  o r d e r s ,  on  p e n al ty of falling  ove r bo a r d
a c cide n t ally.”

Pelha m  r e p e a t e d  t h e s e  wor ds ,  a n d  t h e n  “tog gle d”
his  r ival in t h e  s a m e  m a n n er.

“Now  w e  u n d e r s t a n d  e a c h  o th e r  p e rf ec tly, a n d
t h e r e  will b e  no  c h a n c e  of d r a g gin g  t h e  a n c hor,”
s aid  S h uffles,  s a tisfied  t h a t  hi s  s w ay would  b e  u n disp u t e d.  
“Le t  m e  s ay, in a d di tion  to  t hi s, t h a t  if I s ho uld
h a p p e n  to  b e  chos e n,  I s h all m a k e  you  my fir s t  officer,
Pelha m.”

“And I will m a k e  you my fir s t  officer, if I
s ho uld  h a p p e n  to  b e  c hos e n,” r e plie d  t h e  obliging
Pelha m.   “Of cou r s e  I do n’t  exp ec t
to  b e  chos e n;  you h av e  h a d  t h e  s wing  of t his  affair,
a n d  you will h ave  all t h e  a dv a n t a g e .”

“No, I t hink  no t;  you  a r e  a n  office r  now, a n d
you  h ave  m o r e  influe nc e  t h a n  I h av e,” a d d e d
t h e  m o d e s t  S h uffles.
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If bo t h  h a d  b e e n  labo rin g  for  t h e  o rg a niza tion  of
t h e  Lea g u e  on  t h e  s a m e  t e r m s,  S h uffles  wo uld  c e r t ainly
h ave  t h e  b e t t e r  c h a nc e  of a n  elec tion; b u t  Pelh a m
h a d  b e e n  t aking  in m e m b e r s  on  false  p r e t e n c e s,  m e r ely
r e p r e s e n ting  to  t hos e  w ho m  h e  a p p ro ac h e d  t h a t  t h e  Lea g u e
w a s  a n  a s socia tion  h aving  for  i ts  objec t  t h e  r e d r e s s
of t h ei r  g rieva nc e s .   To only a  few h a d  h e  m e n tion e d
t h e  fac t  t h a t  a  r e g ula r  m u tiny w a s  con t e m pla t e d;  t h a t
t h e  s hip  w a s  to  b e  t ak e n  ou t  of t h e  h a n d s  of t h e  p rincip al,
a n d  a n  ind e p e n d e n t  c r uis e  co m m e n c e d.   H e  w a s  af r aid
t h e  w hole  t r u t h  wo uld  b e  m o r e  t h a n  so m e  of t h e m  could
b e a r ;  a n d  p e r h a p s  h e  h a d  so  li t tle  fai t h  in t h e  ex t r e m e
m e a s u r e s  to  b e  c a r ri e d  ou t  by  t h e  Lea g u e,  t h a t  h e
w a s  u n willing  eve n  to  m e n tion  t h e m.

Thos e  w ho  s e rve  t h e  evil on e  c a n  n ei t h e r  t r u s t  e a c h
o th e r  no r  t r u s t  t h ei r  m a s t er.

The  only r e al  confide nc e  in e a c h  o th e r  w hich  c a n  exis t
a m o n g  m e n  o r  boys  m u s t  b e  b a s e d  on  m o r al  a n d  r eligious
p rinciple.

The  m a n  w ho  p ays  his  d e b t s,  o r  w ho  p e rfo r m s  his  obliga tions
to  his  fellow-m e n,  for  his  r e p u t a tion’s s ak e ,
r a t h e r  t h a n  fro m  d evo tion  to  p u r e  p rinciple,  will
fail of hi s  d u ty w h e n  h e  c a n  conc e al  his  infideli ty,
o r  w h e n  hi s  r e p u t a tion  will no t  s uffe r  fro m  his  a c t s .

A m a n  o r  a  boy wi tho u t  p rinciple  is no t  to  b e  t r u s t e d
ou t  of t h e  line  of his  ow n  in t e r e s t .

While  S h uffles  a n d  Pelha m  w e r e  pl ed ging  t h e m s elves
to  a  kind  of r o m a n tic  fidelity, t h ey w e r e  plo t ting
e a c h  a g ains t  t h e  o t h er, e a c h  b ein g  s a tisfied  t h a t
h e  h a d  t h e  a dv a n t a g e  of t h e  o t h er.

“Now, I’m af r aid  t h e  el ec tion  will give
u s  so m e  t ro u ble,” con tinu e d  S h uffles.   “It
will no t  b e  a n  e a sy m a t t e r  to  con d u c t  it  fai rly—not
t h a t  a ny fellow m e a n s  to  c h e a t ,  b u t  it  m u s t  b e  con d uc t e d
wi th  so  m u c h  s e c r e cy t h a t  w e  c a n’t  s u p e rin t e n d
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t h e  b allot  p ro p e rly.”

“I know t h e r e  is all t h a t  difficul ty, b u t  I
h ave  t ho u g h t  of a  m e t ho d  w hich  I b elieve  will give
u s  a  fai r  el ec tion,” r e plied  Pelha m.

“H ave  you?  So  h ave  I.”

“Well, w h a t  is you r  pl a n?   If i t is b e t t e r
t h a n  min e,  I a m  willing  to  a do p t  it.”

“I w a s  t hinking,  a s  you  a n d  I a r e  t h e  only c a n did a t e s
t h a t  e a c h  of u s  mig h t  b e  r e p r e s e n t e d  by  on e  side  of
t h e  s hip.   You s h all b e  po r t ,  a n d  I will b e  s t a r bo a r d
The n  eve ry link in t h e  Ch ain  s h all h a n d  his  vote,  on
w hich  s h all b e  w ri t t e n  t h e  single  wo r d  po r t  o r  s t a r bo a r d
ei t h e r  to  you  o r  m e;  a n d  if t h e r e  a r e  m o r e  po r t  t h a n
s t a r bo a r d,  you  will b e  c a p t ain; if m o r e  s t a r bo a r d
t h a n  po r t ,  I s h all b e  c a p t ain!  H o w  do es  t h a t  ide a
s t rike  you?”

“P re t ty  w ell; b u t  t h e  fellows  h av e  all go t  to
w ri t e  t h ei r  vote s,  a n d  o t h e r s  will w a n t  to  know w h a t
it  m e a n s.   I t  will s e t  ou t side r s  to  t hinking,
a n d  I do n’t b elieve  t h e  pl a n  is q ui t e  s afe.”

“Well, w h a t  is you r  m e t ho d?” a sk e d  S h uffles,
w ho  w a s  willing  to  a ck nowle d g e  t h e  forc e  of his  r ival’s
objec tions.

“Pe r h a p s  my pl a n  is a s  op e n  to  objec tion  a s
you r s ,” a n s w e r e d  Pelh a m;  “bu t  it  will
r e q ui r e  no  w ri ting.   E a c h  of u s  s h all g e t  a  h a n dful
of b e a n s  a n d  a  h a n dful of p e a s .   We c a n  e a sily
ob t ain  t h e m  w h e n  t h e  s to r e  roo m s  a r e  op e n e d.  
You s h all b e  b e a n s ,  a n d  I will b e  p e a s .”
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“How a r e  you, Pe as?” s aid  S h uffles,  laug hing
a t  t h e  ide a.

“How a r e  you, Be a ns?” a d d e d  Pelh a m.

“Go on  wi th  you r  so u p.”

“We will give  to  eve ry  fellow b elon ging  to  t h e
Ch ain  on e  p e a  a n d  on e  b e a n.”

“I u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  pl a n  now; b u t  w h e r e  a r e  t h e
fellows  to  d e posi t  t h ei r  veg e t a ble  b allot s?”

“We c a n  h ave  a  r ec eive r;  a p poin t  so m e  good  fellow
for  t h e  p u r pos e—s ay, Gre e n w ay, t h e  c a p t ain
of t h e  for ec as tle;  o r  Tom Ellis, t h e  t hi r d  m a s t er.”

“Tom Ellis!  Does  h e  b elon g?”

“Of cou r s e  h e  do e s ,” laug h e d  Pelh a m,  w ho
r e alized  t h a t  h e  h a d  b e e n  a  lit tl e  too  fas t  in  b e t r aying
t h e  s t r e n g t h  of his  fac tion.

“I wouldn’t a p poin t  a n  officer.”

“Well, you  m e n tion  so m e  fellow,” s aid
t h e  politic  Pelh a m.

“S ay Wilton.”

“M e n tion  a no t h er.”

“Lynch.”

“No; t ry  a g ain.”

“Gross b e ck.”

“Very w ell; I will a g r e e  to  him.”

“But  h e  mig h t  m a k e  so m e  mis t ak e .”
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“If h e  do e s,  it  will b e  in you r  favor, I s u p pos e;
for  you  no min a t e d  hi m,  a n d,  of cou r s e ,  h e  will give
you  t h e  b e n efi t  of a ny do u b t ,” r e plied  Pelh a m.

“I w a n t  a  fellow w ho  will do  it fai rly. 
I do n’t  wis h  to  g e t  in  by a ny mis t ak e,”
s aid  S h uffles,  m a g n a ni mo usly.

“N ei th e r  do  I? a n d  I do n’t t hink  t h e r e
will b e  a ny mis t ak e s.”

“The r e  is a  c h a n c e  for  a  g r e a t  m a ny.  The
fellows  m ay g e t  mixe d  b e t w e e n  b e a n s  a n d  p e a s .  
Whe n  t h ey co m e  to  vot e,  t h e r e  will b e  so m e  w ho  do n’t
know b e a n s,” laug h e d  S h uffles.

“Well, if t h ey do n’t,  t h ey  will know  p e a s ,
w hich  will do  jus t  a s  w ell,” r e plie d  Pelh a m.

“It  wo uld  no t  b e  pl e a s a n t  for  m e  to  h av e  t h e m
know p e a s ,  w h e n  t h ey ou g h t  to  know b e a n s.”

“We will give  t h e m  P.P. a s  a  clew to  t h e  w hole
t hin g.”

“P.P.?  Tha t  m e a n s  P’s, I s u p pos e.”

“It  m e a n s  t h a t ,  a n d  m o r e .   P. for  Pelh a m,
a n d  P. for  p e a s .   If t h ey  g e t  on e  rig h t ,  t h ey
c a n’t  ve ry w ell g e t  t h e  o t h e r  w ro n g.”

“Th a t’s t r u e ,” a n s w e r e d  S h uffles,
sile nc e d,  r a t h e r  t h a n  convinc e d,  by  t h e  t a c tics  of
his  fellow-cons pi r a tor.

I t  w a s  s e t tl e d  t h a t  h e  w ho  kn e w  p e a s  m u s t  c e r t ainly
“know  b e a n s.”

“Wh e n  s h all t h e  fellows  vot e?” a sk e d  S h uffles.

“Afte r  din n e r  to-m o r ro w  af t e r noon.   Eve ry
fellow will b e  off d u ty a n  ho u r  in t h e  fir s t  o r  s eco n d
dog  w a t c h,” r e plied  Pelha m,  w ho  s e e m e d  to  h ave
a n  a n s w e r  r e a dy for  eve ry q u e s tion.   “The
polls  s h all b e  ke p t  op e n  till eig h t  o’clock. 
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The  p e a s  a n d  b e a n s  s h all b e  di s t rib u t e d  b efo r e  eigh t
b ells  in t h e  for e noo n  w a t c h,  so  t h a t  eve ry fellow will
b e  r e a dy to  vot e.”

“Wh e r e  will Gros s b e ck  s t a n d  w h e n  h e  r e c eives
t h e  b allot s?”

“H e  wo n’t s t a n d  a nyw h e r e  in p a r ticular. 
We will s e e  hi m  tog e t h er, a n d  give  hi m  his  ins t r u c tions.  
I t hink  it  will b e  b e t t e r  for  hi m  to  w alk  a bo u t  t h e
s hip,  a n d  le t  t h e  fellows  h a n d  hi m  t h e  vote s  on  t h e
sly, w hich  h e  m u s t  p u t  in hi s  pock e t .   H e  s h all
cou n t  t h e m  in t h e  p r e s e n c e  of bo t h  of u s .”
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“Su p pos e  h e  s hould  lose  so m e  of t h e m?”
s u g g e s t e d  S h uffles.

“If h e  do e s,  h e  is a s  likely to  lose  p e a s  a s
b e a n s.”

“I do n’t  w a n t  to  b e  c hos e n  in a ny s uc h
m a n n e r  a s  by  t h e  loss  of t h e  vot e s.”

“I c a n’t  s e e  t h a t  t h e r e  is a ny m o r e  d a n g e r
of his  losing  t h e m  t h a n  t h e r e  is of hi s  losing  his
h e a d.   I s e e  you  a r e  no t  e n ti r ely s a tisfied  wi t h
t h e  pl a n.”

“To t ell you  t h e  t r u t h,  Pelh a m,  I a m  no t .  
The r e  is, a t  le a s t,  a  c h a n c e  for  mis t ak e s.”

“I’m willing  to  do  a ny t hing  you  like,
t h a t  will m a k e  t h e  elec tion  a  fai r e r  on e .”

“I h ave  it!” exclaim e d  S h uffles.  
“We c a n  give  e a c h  fellow t wo  p e a s  a n d  t wo  b e a n s,
a n d  le t  hi m  vote  t wice.”

“Wh a t  good  will t h a t  do?”

“I’ll t ell you.  We w a n t  a no t h e r  r e c eive r;
t h e n  le t  e a c h  fellow vote  t wice,  giving  a  p e a  o r  a
b e a n  to  bo t h  of t h e  r e c eive r s.   If t h e  two  r e s ul t s
do n’t  a g r e e ,  it  s h all no t  b e  a n  el ec tion.”

“Th a t’s a  fir s t-r a t e  ide a ,  S h uffles,  a n d
I go  in for  i t wi th  all my  mig h t ,” r e plied  Pelh a m,
wi th  so  m u c h  w a r m t h  t h a t  hi s  co m p a nion  w a s  p u t  in
t h e  b e s t  of h u m or.  “Who s h all b e  t h e  o t h e r
r e c eive r?”

“N a m e  so m e  on e,” s aid  S h uffles,  g e n e ro u sly
conc e din g  t h e  no min a tion  to  his  confe d e r a t e .

“Pe r t h.”
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“No.”

S h uffles  objec t e d  b ec a u s e  Pelh a m  h a d  do n e  so  w h e n
h e  h a d  m e n tion e d  t wo  n a m e s.

“Rich ton.”

“Onc e  m o r e .”

“McKeon.”

“Righ t .   M cKeon  is a n  ho n e s t ,  c a r eful fellow,”
a d d e d  S h uffles.   “Now  I t hink  t h e r e  c a n
b e  no  mis t ak e .”

The  mi no r  d e t ails  of t h e  el ec tion  w e r e  c a r efully a r r a n g e d,
a n d  t h e  boys  w e n t  b elow a g ain.   They g ave  s a tisfac to ry
r e plies  to  t h e  fir s t  lieu t e n a n t ,  w ho  q u e s tion e d  t h e m
in r e g a r d  to  t h e  s t e a m e r  t h ey  h a d  go n e  alof t  to  ex a min e.  
Pelha m  t ho u g h t  s h e  w a s  a  “Cun a r d er,” b u t
S h uffles  w a s  confide n t  s h e  b elon g e d  to  t h e  In m a n  line;
a n d  it  is q ui t e  c e r t ain  n ei t h e r  of t h e m  h a d  a ny opinion
w h a t eve r  in r e g a r d  to  h er, exc e p t  t h a t  s h e  w a s  goin g
w e s t;  for  t h e  r e d  ligh t  on  h e r  po r t  side  w a s  visible.

On  t h e  following  d ay, Gross b eck  a n d  McKeon,  t h e  r e c eive r s
w ho  h a d  b e e n  a p poin t e d,  w e r e  w ai t e d  u po n,  s e p a r a t ely,
by  t h e  t wo  “Sh ackles.”  They a cc e p t e d
t h e  impo r t a n t  t r u s t  w hich  w a s  confide d  to  t h e m,  a n d
e a c h  w a s  d uly a n d  sole m nly a d m o nish e d  of t h e  n e c e s si ty
of e n ti r e  fai rn e s s.   They w e r e  infor m e d  t h a t  a ny
disc r e p a ncy in t h e  n u m b e r  of b allo t s  in  t h e  h a n d s
of t h e  two  r ec eive r s  would  c a u s e  t h e  vot e  to  b e  r ej ec t e d;
a n d  t h ey individu ally p ro mis e d  to  b e  bo t h  fai t hful
a n d  c a r eful.

The  b e a n s  a n d  t h e  p e a s  w e r e  r e a dily ob t ain e d,  a n d
w e r e  di s t r ib u t e d  a m o n g  t h e  m e m b e r s  of t h e  Lea g u e,
wi th  t h e  n e c e s s a ry  s ec r ecy.  So m e  of t h e  ind e p e n d e n t
vote r s  n e e d e d  a  lit tl e  p e r s u a sion  to  induc e  t h e m  to
vote,  w h e n  info r m e d  t h a t  t h e  choice  w a s  b e t w e e n  t h e
“Sh ackle s” only; b u t  t h ey yielde d  t h e
poin t ,  a n d  e n t e r e d  h e a r tily in to  t h e  exci t e m e n t  of
t h e  eve n t;  for, s ec r e t  a s  w e r e  t h e  p roc e e dings,  t h ey
w e r e  a t t e n d e d  wi th  no  li t tle  exhila r a tion  of feeling.
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The  voting  co m m e n c e d  in t h e  af t e r noo n  w a t c h.  
The  s e con d  p a r t  of t h e  s t a r bo a r d  w a t c h,  b eing  off
d u ty, g av e  in t h ei r  p e a s  a n d  b e a n s  fir s t .   The
r e c eive r s,  wi tho u t  eve n  knowing  all t h e  m e m b e r s  of
t h e  Lea g u e,  took w h a t eve r  w a s  h a n d e d  to  t h e m  “on
t h e  sly,” a n d  looke d  a s  c a r el e s s  a n d  indiffe r e n t
a s  t ho u g h  no t hing  w a s  going  on.   The  only r e s po nsibili ty
t h a t  r e s t e d  u po n  t h e m,  b e side s  t h e  g e n e r al  d u ty of
c a r efuln es s  a n d  fidelity, w a s  to  s e e  t h a t  no  on e  vote d
t wic e.   “Vote  e a r ly a n d  vote  of t e n”
w a s  no t  cou n t e n a n c e d;  a n d  on e  r e c eive r  a c t e d  a s  a
c h e ck  u po n  t h e  o th er.

The  el ec tion  p ro g r e s s e d  so  s e c r e tly t h a t  no  occ a sion
for  s u s picion  w a s  given; a n d  t hou g h  t h e  b allo t s  w e r e
d e posi t e d  u n d e r  t h e  eyes  of t h e  p rincip al a n d  t h e
p rofe sso r s  t h ey  s a w  no t hing,  a n d  h a d  no t  t h e  r e m o t es t
ide a  t h a t  a ny t hing  w ro n g  w a s  in  p rog r e s s .

In  t h e  las t  h alf of t h e  fir s t  dog  w a t c h,  S h uffles
b e g a n  to  b e  exci t e d.   H e  w a s  too  m u c h  of a  poli tician
to  b e  idle  w hile  a ny voting  w a s  going  on? a n d  so  fa r
a s  his  d u ty wo uld  p e r mi t,  h e  h a d  w a t c h e d  t h e  r e c eive r s
since  t h e  b alloting  co m m e n c e d.   H e  h a d  s e e n  s eve n
o r  eig h t  vot e  of w hos e  m e m b e r s hip  in t h e  Ch ain  h e
h a d  no  p r evious  knowled g e.   H e  s a w  t h a t  Pelh a m
h a d  m a d e  m o r e  ini tia t e s  t h a n  h e  h a d  b e e n  willing  to
a ck nowle d g e,  a p p a r e n tly conc e aling  t h e  fac t s  for  t h e
p u r pos e  of favoring  hi s  ow n  el ec tion.   H e  obs e rve d
t h a t  all t h e  office r s  of his  r ival’s q u a r t e r
w a t c h  vote d,  a n d  h e  w a s  al mos t  c e r t ain  t h a t  h e  h a d
b e e n  d efe a t e d .

S h uffles  w a s  a n g ry  a n d  indign a n t  w h e n  h e  discove r e d
t h e  t r e a c h e ro u s  s h r e w d n e s s  of hi s  fellow-cons pi r a to r;
b u t  h e  h a d  sole m nly p ro mis e d  to  a bid e  t h e  r e s ul t  of
t h e  el ec tion,  a n d  h e  could  no t  r ec e d e  fro m  his  posi tion
wi tho u t  a  viola tion  of t h e  “hono r  a m o n g  t hieves”
w hich  is s aid  to  exis t .   The  poll wo uld  no t  b e
clos e d  for  h alf a n  ho u r;  a n d  a s  h e  h a d  b e e n  c h e a t e d
h e  d e e m e d  it  q ui t e  r i gh t  to  r e s to r e  t h e  e q uilib riu m
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by a  r e so r t  to  t h e  s a m e  policy.

“Wilton,  I h ave  b e e n  c h e a t e d,” s aid  h e ,
a n g rily, a s  h e  m e t  hi s  old  c rony in t h e  w ais t .

“How do  you  know you  h ave?”

“I know it.  I will explain  by a n d  by. 
So m e t hin g  m u s t  b e  do n e.   I a m  b e a t e n  a s  s u r e  a s
you  live.”

“Well, I c a n’t  h elp  it if you  a r e .  
You a n d  Pelh a m  h ave  fixed  t hin gs  to  s ui t  you r s elves,
a n d  now  you  m u s t  figh t  it  ou t  b e t w e e n  you,” r e plied
Wilton,  a s  h e  t u r n e d  on  his  h e el, a n d  lef t  t h e  mig h ty
misc hief-m a k e r  alon e  a n d  di sconc e r t e d.

“Wh e r e  do  all t h e s e  b e a n s  co m e  fro m?”
s aid  Pa ul Kend all, a s  h e  no tice d  t h e  r ejec t e d  b allot s
of t h e  Pelh a mit e s ,  w hic h  t h ey h a d  no t  eve n  t ak e n  t h e
t rou ble  to  t h row  ove r  t h e  r ail.

“It’s a  n e w  g a m e  t h e  fellows  a r e  pl aying,”
r e plied  S h uffles,  wi t h  a p p a r e n t  indiffe r e nc e ,  a s  h e
w alke d  af t  wi t h  t h e  s e con d  lieu t e n a n t .

“Wh a t’s t h a t?” a sk e d  Pa ul, c u riously.

“It’s c alled  ‘Don’t know Be a ns,’”
a n s w e r e d  S h uffles  in d e e p  t ho u g h t .   “The
fellows  h ave  a  good  d e al  of s po r t  ou t  of it  in  t h e
off-ti m e.”

“‘Don’t know Be a ns!’ I n eve r
h e a r d  of s uc h  a  g a m e  b efor e .   Tell m e  a bo u t  i t.”
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“You s e e  Gross b eck  a n d  M cKeon?”

“Yes.”

“Well, t h ey a r e  t h e  b u t t s ,  a s  w e  c all
t h e m.   All t h e  fellows  in ou r  w a tc h  h ave  so m e
b e a n s,” a d d e d  S h uffles,  t aking  a  h a n dful of t h e m
fro m  his  pock e t .

“Wh a t  do  t h ey do  wi th  t h e m ?”

“You t ry i t you r s elf.  Take  t wo  of t h e s e
b e a n s.”

Pa ul took t h e m.

“Now  you  m u s t  give  on e  to  Gross b eck, a n d  t h e
o th e r  to  M cKeon, wi t ho u t  le t ting  a ny fellow s e e  you
do  it.  If a ny fellow do es  s e e  you  give  it  to
ei t h e r  of t h e m,  h e  will s ay, in a  low to n e,  ‘Don’t
know Be a n s,’ a n d  t h e n  t h e  b u t t  m u s t  d ro p  it
on  d e ck.   Whe n  t h e  eve n  b ell s t rike s,  Gross b eck
a n d  M cKeon  m u s t  cou n t  t h ei r  b e a n s .   The  on e  w ho
h a s  t h e  m o s t  m u s t  a p poin t  t h e  n ext  t wo  b e a n-po t s,
o r  b u t t s;  a n d  t h e  on e  w ho  h a s  t h e  s m alle r  n u m b e r  m u s t
pick u p  all t h e  b e a n s  t h a t  h ave  b e e n  d rop p e d  on  t h e
d eck.  The r e  is fun  in i t; t ho u g h,  p e r h a p s ,  you
wo uldn’t t hink  so.”

“I will t ry  it, a t  a ny r a t e .”

Pa ul did  t ry  it,  a n d  s ucc e e d e d,  a s  all o t h e r s  did,
in  giving  t h e  b e a n s  to  t h e  r e c eive r s  wi tho u t  a ny on e
u t t e ring  t h e  w a r ning  wo r d s.   H e  w a s  r a t h e r  pl e a s e d
wi th  t h e  g a m e,  so  s u d d e nly inve n t e d ,  a n d  t h e  t wo  office r s
of his  w a t c h  w e r e  ind uc e d  to  t ry  t h e  exp e ri m e n t .  
The n  Blackb u r n ,  E n dico t t ,  a n d  Ben nin g ton  w e r e  s u p plied
wi th  b e a n s  by S h uffles,  w ho  ins t r uc t e d  his  a u di to r s
t h a t  no t  a  wo r d  m u s t  b e  s aid  a bo u t  t h e  m a t t e r  to  t h e
“bu t t s ,” o r  to  a ny on e  in t h e  w ais t .  
The  las t  t h r e e  w e r e  a s  s ucc e ssful a s  t h e  fir s t  t h r e e .  
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The n  Tho m p son  a n d  Ca r t w rig h t  w e r e  e q u ally for tu n a t e .  
Fin ally, Ca p t ain  Gor do n’s a t t e n tion  w a s  a t t r a c t e d ,
a n d  h e  d e s c e n d e d  so  fa r  fro m  his  dig ni ty a s  to  d e posi t
t h e  b e a n s .

S h uffles  w a s  s a tisfied.   H e  h a d  p roc u r e d  nin e
vote s,  a n d  h e  w a s  confide n t  t h a t  h e  h a d  t h us  d ef e a t e d
his  r ival.  As a  m a t t e r  of p r ec a u tion,  h e  di r e c t e d
M cKeon  to  pick  u p  t h e  b e a n s  sc a t t e r e d  in  t h e  w ais t;
a n d  t h e  “ou t sid e r s” w ho  h a d  c a s t  t h e  nin e
vote s  b elieve d  t h a t  h e  w a s  t h e  u nlucky b u t t ,  w ho  h a d
b e e n  b e a t e n  in t h e  g a m e.

“The  c a p t ain  a n d  h alf t h e  office r s  vote d,”
w hisp e r e d  Gross b eck  a t  fou r  b ells.

“Ce r t ainly; t h a t’s  all r ig h t .   You
a n d  M cKeon  will m e e t  Pelh a m  a n d  m e  in t h e  w ais t  a t
eig h t  b ells,” r e plied  S h uffles,  a s  h e  w e n t  b elow.

CHAPTER XVIII.

THE RESULT OF THE BALLOT.

The  firs t  p a r t  of t h e  po r t  w a t c h  w e n t  on  d u ty a t  e igh t
o’clock, w h e n  t h e  s ec r e t  poll for  t h e  c hoice
of a  c a p t ain,  u n d e r  t h e  n e w  o rd e r  of eve n t s,  w a s  close d.  
S h uffles  w a s  in  t his  w a tc h,  b u t  a s  n ei th e r  hi s  “t rick
a t  t h e  w h e el” no r  his  t u r n  on  t h e  lookou t  c a m e
wi thin  t h e  fir s t  ho ur, h e  h a d  a n  oppo r t u ni ty to  a t t e n d
to  t h e  im po r t a n t  b u sin e ss  of t h e  Le a g u e.   Pelh a m
a n d  t h e  t wo  r e c eive r s  of vot e s  b elon g e d  in t h e  s eco n d
p a r t  of t h e  po r t  w a tc h,  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  no t hing  to  p r eve n t
t h e m  fro m  a t t e n ding  t h e  confe r e nc e  w hich  S h uffles
h a d  a p poin t e d.
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While  S h uffles  h a d  b e e n  t e a c hin g  t h e  “ou tside r s”
t h e  g a m e  of “Don’t know  Be a n s,”
Pelha m,  a s  office r  of t h e  d e ck,  r e m ain e d  a b aft  t h e
mizze n m a s t ,  a n d  h a d  failed  to  no tice  w h a t  w a s  t aking
plac e  in t h e  w ais t .   The  office r s  w ho  w e r e  off
d u ty, a n d  w ho  h a d  u n cons ciously vot e d  for  S h uffles,
s aid  no t hing  to  t hos e  in ch a r g e  of t h e  s hip.   In
a c co r d a n c e  wi th  t h e  r e q ui r e m e n t s  of m a n-of-w a r  discipline,
t h e  w e a t h e r  side  of t h e  d e ck  w a s  give n  u p  to  t h e  c a p t ain
a n d  t h e  office r s  on  d u ty, w hile  all t h e  idle r s  w e r e
r e q ui r e d  to  ke e p  on  t h e  lee  sid e.   Ca p t ain  Gor don
w a s  a  p rivileg e d  p e r son.   On  t h e  w e a t h e r  sid e,
eve n  t h e  d e nize ns  of t h e  af t e r  c a bin  did  no t  p r e s u m e
to  a d d r e s s  hi m  on  a ny q u e s tion  no t  con n e c t e d  wi t h
t h e  discipline  of t h e  s hip.   Whe n  h e  w e n t  ove r
to  t h e  lee  side,  i t w a s  u n d e r s tood  t h a t  h e  w a s  sim ply
a  s t u d e n t ,  a n d  eve n  a n  o r din a ry  s e a m a n  mi g h t  s p e a k
to  hi m  w h e n  h e  w alke d  forw a r d .

S h uffles  h a d  explain e d  t h e  g a m e  to  t h e  ou t sid e r s  on
t h e  lee  side,  ou t  of t h e  h e a rin g  of t h e  office r  of
t h e  d e ck; a n d  Pelh a m,  e n ti r ely s a tisfied  t h a t  h e  w a s
al r e a dy el ec t e d,  did  no t  t rou ble  hi ms elf a bo u t  t h e
m a t t er.

If “Don’t know  Be a n s” w a s  no t  m u c h
of a  g a m e,  i t w a s  b e t t e r  t h a n  no t hin g,  a n d  S h uffles
soon  foun d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  d a n g e r  of his  lit tle  sc h e m e
b ein g  expos e d.   Du ring  t h e  s econ d  do g  w a tc h ,  a t
s u p p e r  ti m e,  a n d  a s  o th e r  oppo r t u ni ti es  w e r e  p r e s e n t e d,
h e  told  Wilton,  Mon ro e,  Adler, a n d  o t h e r s ,  t h a t  t h e
s eco n d  lieu t e n a n t ,  s e eing  so  m a ny b e a n s  on  t h e  d e ck,
wish e d  to  know  w h e r e  t h ey  c a m e  fro m, a n d  t h a t ,  to  d e c eive
hi m  a n d  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  office r s ,  h e  h a d  inve n t e d
t h e  g a m e  w hich  h e  d e s c rib e d,  a n d  wis h e d  t h e m  to  play
w hile  off d u ty on  d e ck.  “Ou r  fellows”
t hou g h t  t his  w a s  a  good  joke,  a n d  t h e  n e w  p a s ti m e
w a s  soon  u n d e r s tood  t h ro u g ho u t  t h e  s hip,  a n d  “bu t t s”
w e r e  a p poin t e d  in  e a c h  q u a r t e r  w a tc h  to  pl ay it  t h e
n ex t  d ay.
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“The  fellows  h ave  all vot e d,  I s u p pos e ,”
s aid  Pelh a m  w h e n  t h e  p a r ty h a d  ob t aine d  a  good  posi tion
for  t h e  confe r e nc e.

“The  ti m e  is ou t ,  w h e t h e r  t h ey h av e  o r  no t ,”
r e plied  Gros s b eck.

“All w e  h ave  to  do  now  is to  cou n t  t h e  vot e s,”
a d d e d  S h uffles,  imp a tie n tly, for  h e  w a s  af r aid  his
li t tle  t r ick  wo uld  b e  expos e d  b efo r e  t h e  r e s ul t  of
t h e  b allot  w a s  ob t ain e d.

“Well, le t  u s  h av e  it cou n t e d  a t  onc e ,”
s aid  Pelh a m,  w ho,  h aving  no  dou b t  of t h e  r e s ul t ,  h a d
no  t ho u g h t  of offe ring  a ny objec tion  to  t h e  fai rn es s
of t h e  el ec tion.

“We c a n’t  cou n t  t h e  vote s  h e r e ,”
s u g g e s t e d  McKeon.   “So m e  on e  wo uld  s e e  u s ,
a n d  w a n t  to  know  w h a t  w e  w e r e  doing.”

“I c a n’t  le ave  t h e  d e ck; I’m on
d u ty,” r e plied  S h uffles.

“Le t  t h e  r e c eive r s  cou n t  it t h e m s elves.”

“We ou g h t  to  s e e  t h e m  do  it.”

“Th a t  is no t  n e c e s s a ry.  They don’t
know how  m a ny vote s  t h ey  h ave.”

“I’m s u r e  I don’t,” s aid  Gros s b e ck.

“N ei th e r  do  I,” a d d e d  M cKeon.

“I’ll t ell you  ho w  w e  c a n  m a n a g e  it, wi thou t
exciting  t h e  a t t e n tion  of a ny on e.”

“I will a g r e e  to  a nyt hing  t h a t  is fair,”
r e plied  S h uffles.
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“Gross b e ck  s h all go  forw a r d ,  a n d  M cKeon  af t
a s  fa r  a s  t h e  m ain m a s t ,  so  t h a t  e a c h  c a n no t  know  w h a t
t h e  o t h e r  is a bo u t .   They c a n  co u n t  t h e  vote s
s e p a r a t ely wi thou t  b ein g  s e e n.”

“I do n’t  s e e  ho w  w e  c a n,” s aid  M cKeon.

“Ca n  you  t ell a  p e a  fro m  a  b e a n  by t h e  feeling?”

“Of cou r s e  w e  c a n .”

“Wh e r e  did  you  p u t  t h e  vot e s,  Gros s b e ck?”
a sk e d  Pelh a m.

“In my t rous e r s’ pocke t .”

“So did  I,” a d d e d  McKeon.

“Bot h  of you  h ave  on  you r  p e a-jack e t s  now, a n d
t h e r e  is a  pock e t  on  e a c h  side  of t h e m.   Take
ou t  all t h e  p e a s  fi r s t ,  a n d  p u t  t h e m  in t h e  ri gh t-h a n d
pocke t  of you r  p e a-jacke t;  t h e n  all t h e  b e a n s ,  a n d
p u t  t h e m  in t h e  left-h a n d  pocke t;  t h e n  cou n t  e a c h.”

“So m e  fellow m ay  s e e  u s  cou n tin g  t h e m,”
s aid  Gross b e ck.

“You m u s t  t ak e  c a r e  of t h a t ,” a n s w e r e d
Pelha m.

“If t h ey  do, it will no t  m a k e  m u c h  diffe r e nc e .  
So m e  of t h e  fellows  w e r e  c a r el es s,  a n d  t h r e w  t h ei r
b e a n s  on  t h e  d e ck.”

“Did t h ey?” lau g h e d  Pelh a m?   “I
s u p pos e  t h ey h a d  no  u s e  for  t h e m.”

“The  s eco n d  lieu t e n a n t  s a w  t h e m,  a n d  w a n t e d
to  know  w h a t  t h ey m e a n t ,” a d d e d  S h uffles.

“Wh e w!” excl ai m e d  Pelha m.
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“I m a d e  it a ll r ig h t ,  t hou g h  I w a s  oblige d  to
inve n t  a  n e w  g a m e  to  t h row  hi m  off t h e  t r ack.”

“Good!” s aid  Pelha m.   “But  w e
m u s t  go  on  wit h  t h e  cou n ting.   Whe n  you  h ave  foun d
t h e  n u m b e r  of p e a s  a n d  of b e a n s ,  you  will w ri t e  t h e
r e s ul t  on  a  pi ec e  of p a p er, e a c h  of you.  M cKeon,
you  will h a n d  you r  p a p e r  to  S h uffles,  a n d,  Gross b eck,
you  will h a n d  you r s  to  m e .   Tha t’s fai r—isn’t
it?”

“Ce r t ainly,” r e plied  S h uffles.

“The n  w e  will p u t  t h e  two  p a p e r s  tog e t h e r;  if
t h ey  a g r e e ,  t h e  el ec tion  is m a d e;  if t h ey  do  no t  a g r e e ,
w e  m u s t  do  it a ll ove r  a g ain,” con tin u e d  Pelh a m.

“All r ig h t ,” a d d e d  S h uffles.

The  two  r ec eive r s  w e r e  s e n t  a w ay to  cou n t  t h e  vote s.  
As on e  w e n t  forw a r d ,  a n d  t h e  o th e r  af t ,  a n d  t h e  t wo
“Sh ackle s” s tood  b e t w e e n,  no  co m m u nic a tion
w h a t eve r  could  p a s s  fro m  on e  to  t h e  o th er.  I t
w a s  now  q ui t e  d a rk,  a n d  m os t  of t hos e  off d u ty h a d
t u r n e d  in, for  t h e  s t u d e n t s  h a d  b eco m e  so  w ell a c c u s to m e d
to  s e a  life  t h a t  t h ey  could  sle e p  w h e n eve r  t h ei r  p r e s e nc e
w a s  no t  r e q ui r e d  on  d e ck.

“I ho p e  t hi s  t hing  will b e  s e t tl ed  now  onc e
for  all,” s aid  Pelha m,  w ho  fea r e d  t h a t  so m e
mis t ak e  mig h t  d efe a t  his  hop e s .

“So do  I,” r e plied  S h uffles,  w ho  w a s  dis t u r b e d
by t h e  s a m e  d r e a d.

“H ave  you  a ny ide a  w h a t  t h e  r e s ul t  will b e?”
a sk e d  Pelh a m,  w ho, in s pi t e  of t h e  m u t u al  “toggling,”
a n d  t h e  m u t u al  a s s u r a n c e s  of good  faith,  h a d  so m e
do u b t s  w h e t h e r  his  r ival wo uld  b e  willing  to  a cc e p t
t h e  r e s ul t .

“Well, I do n’t  know,” r e plied  S h uffles,
c a u tiously, a n d  wi th  t h e  s a m e  w a n t  of confide nc e  w hic h
dis t u r b e d  his  co m p a nion.  “The r e  is no  knowing
w ho  will b e  gove r no r  till af t e r  el ec tion.”
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“Of cou r s e  no t,  b u t  you  mig h t  h ave  so m e  ide a
of t h e  w ay t h e  t hing  is going?”

“I mig h t ,  b u t  w h a t’s t h e  u s e  of t alking
w h e n  w e  s h all know all a bo u t  it  in  t e n  o r  fift ee n
min u t e s?”
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“Of cou r s e  you  h ave  so m e  ho p e s.”

“To b e  s u r e  I h av e;  a n d  I s u p pos e  you  h ave,
too.”

“Ce r t ainly I h ave;  if I h a d n’t,  I s ho uld
h ave  give n  t h e  t hin g  u p  wi thou t  t h e  t ro u ble  a n d  r isk
of a  b allot,” r e plied  Pelha m.

“We bo t h  exp ec t  it, a n d  it follows  t h a t  on e
of u s  m u s t  b e  dis a p poin t e d.”

“You know  t h e  bo n d.”

“I do.”

“H e r e  is my  h a n d,  S h uffles.   I ple d g e  mys elf
ove r  a g ain  to  a bid e  t h e  r e s ul t  of t h e  vote,  w h e t h e r
it  is for  m e  o r  a g ain s t  m e ,” con tinu e d  Pelha m,
ex t e n ding  his  h a n d.

“And h e r e  is my  h a n d,  Pelh a m,  wi th  t h e  s a m e
ple d g e,  ho no r  b rig h t ,” r e plied  S h uffles,  a s
h e  took t h e  offe r e d  h a n d.

“I a m  tole r a bly confide n t  of t h e  r e s ul t,”
a d d e d  Pelh a m.

“I a m  q ui t e  confide n t  t h a t  I s h all b e  c hos e n,”
r e plied  S h uffles.

“Don’t b e  too  c e r t ain,  my  d e a r  fellow,”
laug h e d  t h e  fou r t h  lieu t e n a n t .   “I h ave
t ak e n  in a  g r e a t  m a ny r e c r ui t s .”

“I’m gla d  you  h ave—t h e  m o r e
t h e  b e t t er.  I h av e  al so  t ak e n  in a  good  m a ny. 
Pelha m,  do  you  know  t his  is ve ry s h aky b u sin e s s?”

“Sh aky?”
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“Yes—b e t w e e n  you  a n d  m e,  I m e a n.  
If e i t h e r  of u s  s ho uld  b a ck  dow n,  t h e  w hole  t hing
wo uld  fall to  t h e  g ro u n d.”

“Back dow n!” exclaim e d  Pelha m.   “Why,
af t e r  w h a t  h a s  p a s s e d  b e t w e e n  u s ,  I consid e r  it  impossible
t h a t  ei t h e r  of u s  s hould  b a ck  dow n.   I a m  pled g e d;
so  a r e  you; a n d  if e i t h e r  of u s  s ho uld  b ack  dow n,  I
ho p e  h e  will—fall ove r bo a r d  a ccid e n t ally.”

“So do  I,” r e plied  S h uffles,  h e a r tily.

“My d e a r  fellow, if you  s ho uld  b a ck  ou t,  I s hould
b e  m a d  e no u g h  to  h elp  you  ove r  t h e  r ail, so m e  d a rk
eve ning,  if I h a d  a  good  c h a nc e.”

“I do n’t  b elieve  I s ho uld  feel a ny b e t t e r-n a t u r e d
if you  s hould  b r e a k  you r  a g r e e m e n t .   On e  of u s
is doo m e d  to  dis a p poin t m e n t.   We h ave  t r i e d  to
m a k e  t hi s  t hin g  a s  fai r  a s  pos sible.”

“Ce r t ainly w e  h av e,  a n d  it will b e  a s  fai r  a s
a ny t hing  c a n  b e.   I a m  e n ti r ely s a tisfied  wi th
t h e  voting.”

“Are  you?”

“Of cou r s e  I a m.”

S h uffles  w a s  ve ry gl a d  of t his  a cknowle d g m e n t  in a dva nc e
of t h e  r e c e p tion  of t h e  r e s ul t.

“But,  af t e r  all, Pelha m,” s aid  h e ,  “th e r e
m ay b e  a n  a p p e a r a nc e  of u nfai r n e s s  in t h e  voting,
af t e r  t h e  r e s ul t  is d e cl a r e d .”

“The r e  m ay  b e;  b u t  e a c h  of u s  is pl ed g e d  no t
to  claim  a ny t hin g  on  a cco u n t  of s uc h  a n  a p p e a r a n c e .  
If t h e  figu r e s  of t h e  t wo  r e c eive r s  a g r e e ,  t h a t  is
t h e  e n d  of t h e  w hole  t hing,  a n d  you  o r  I will b e  t h e
c a p t ain.”

“Th a t’s so; b u t  h e r e  co m e s  M cKeon,”
r e plied  S h uffles,  a s  t h e  r e c eive r  g ave  hi m  t h e  p a p e r
on  w hich  t h e  r e s ul t  of t h e  vot e s  h e  h a d  r ec eive d  w a s
w ri t t e n.
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It  w a s  too  d a rk  to  s e e  it, a n d  t h e  rivals  w ai t e d,
in  g r e a t  exci t e m e n t  of min d,  for  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  of
Gross b e ck.   H e  c a m e,  a n d  his  p a p e r  w a s  h a n d e d
to  Pelh a m.   The  con di tions  of t h e  a g r e e m e n t  h a d
now  all b e e n  co m plied  wi t h,  a n d  t h e  two  p a p e r s  w e r e
to  b e  pl ac e d  sid e  by  sid e,  w h e r e  bo t h  of t h e  c a n did a t e s
could  s e e  t h e m  a t  t h e  s a m e  ins t a n t .   I t  w a s  n e c e s s a ry,
in  t h e  d a rk n e s s,  to  ob t ain  t h e  u s e  of a  ligh t  for
a  m o m e n t  a n d  t h ey d e cid e d  to  w ai t  till t h e  mids hip m a n
on  d u ty in t h e  w ais t  w e n t  in to  t h e  s t e e r a g e  to  m a k e
t h e  h alf-ho u rly ins p ec tion.
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Whe n  on e  b ell s t r uck, t h e  office r  left  his  pos t ,  a n d
t h e  cons pi r a to r s  w alke d  u p  to  t h e  bin n acle  in t h e
w ais t .   By r aising  on e  of t h e  slide s  in t h e  sid e
of t h e  m a c hin e,  t h e  la m p  w hich  t h r e w  its  ligh t  on  t h e
fac e  of t h e  co m p a s s  would  e n a ble  t h e m  to  ex a min e  t h e
p a p e r s .

“Hold  you r  p a p e r  by t h e  sid e  of min e ,”
s aid  Pelh a m  a s  h e  pl ac e d  t h e  impo r t a n t  docu m e n t  in
a  posi tion  to  r e c eive  t h e  ligh t  fro m  t h e  binn a cle
w h e n  t h e  slide  s ho uld  b e  m ove d.

“Op e n  it,” r e plied  S h uffles,  n e rvously,
a s  h e  co m plied  wi th  t h e  di r ec tion  of hi s  r ival.

Pelha m  r ai s e d  t h e  slide,  a n d  t h e  con t e n t s  of t h e  p a p e r s
w e r e  r e a d  by bo t h.

Pe a s,........19

Be a ns,........22

The  r e s ul t s  give n  in by t h e  t wo  r e c eive r s  w e r e  t h e
s a m e,  a n d  by t h e  t e r m s  of t h e  bo n d,  it  w a s  a n  el ec tion.

“Sh u t  t h e  slide,” s aid  S h uffles.

“Who op e n e d  t h a t  bin n acle?” d e m a n d e d  t h e
firs t  m a s t er, w alking  af t  fro m  his  s t a tion  on  t h e
forec a s tl e.

“I did,  sir,” r e plied  S h uffles,  u n willing
to  p e r mi t  t h e  fou r t h  lieu t e n a n t  to  a n s w e r  t h e  q u e s tion.  
“We w e r e  looking  a t  so m e  figu r e s  I h a d  m a d e .”

The  m a s t er, finding  t h a t  t h e  fou r t h  lieu t e n a n t  w a s
on e  of t h e  p a r ty g a t h e r e d  a ro u n d  t h e  bin n a cle,  s aid
no  m o r e ,  a n d  r e t u r n e d  to  his  plac e .

“Are  you  s a tisfied,  Pelha m?” a sk e d  S h uffles,
in  t h e  soft e s t  of ton es .
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“I do n’t  u n d e r s t a n d  it,” a n s w e r e d
t h e  dis a p poin t e d  c a n did a t e .

“Don’t you?  Well, you  will r e m e m b e r
t h a t  n ei th e r  of u s  w a s  to  r ais e  a ny q u e s tion  a bo u t
t h e  fai rn e s s  of t h e  b allot.”

“I do n’t  s ay a  wor d  a bo u t  it s  fai rn e s s;
I only s aid  I did  no t  u n d e r s t a n d  it,” a n s w e r e d
Pelha m,  in  s u rly to n e s .

“I do n’t  u n d e r s t a n d  it  a ny b e t t e r  t h a n
you  do; b u t  t h e  poin t  jus t  now  is, w h e t h e r  you  a ck nowle d g e
m e  a s  c a p t ain,  o r  no t .”

“Of cou r s e  I do.   Wh e n  I ple d g e  mys elf to
do  a  t hin g,  I a lw ays  do  it, I h ail you  a s  c a p t ain.”

“All r ig h t ,” a d d e d  S h uffles.   “The n
no t hing  m o r e  n e e d  b e  s aid.   You h ave  ke p t  you r
bo n d  like  a  g e n tl e m a n  a n d  I now  a p poin t  you my fir s t
officer, a s  I p ro mis e d  to  do.”

“Th a nk  you,” r e plied  Pelh a m,  in a  s n e e rin g
ton e.

“Wh a t’s t h e  m a t t er, my  d e a r  fellow? 
Are  you  no t  s a tisfied?” d e m a n d e d  S h uffles.

“En ti r ely s a tisfied  wit h  t h e  r e s ul t;”
b u t  h e  t alke d  like  on e  w ho  w a s  a ny t hing  b u t  s a tisfied.

“It  w a s  a  fai r  t hin g—w a s n’t
it?”

“I s u p pos e  it w a s;  I do n’t know.”

“You s p e a k  a s  t ho u g h  you  w e r e  no t  s a ti sfied,
Pelha m.”

“I a m  no t  di spos e d  to  g r u m ble.   I only s ay
t h a t  I do n’t u n d e r s t a n d  it.”

“Wh a t  do n’t you  u n d e r s t a n d?” a s k e d
S h uffles,  s h a r ply.  “The  el ec tion  w a s  con d uc t e d

308



on  a  pl a n  fu rnish e d  by you r s elf; t h e  r e c eive r s  w e r e
of you r  ow n  c hoice; t h e  r e s ul t s  a g r e e;  a n d  I c a n’t
s e e ,  for  t h e  life  of m e,  t h a t  t h e r e  is a ny ch a nc e
to  find  faul t .”

“I do n’t  find  fault .   The  r e s ul t  p e r pl exes
m e,  b ec a u s e  I c a n’t  s e e  t h ro u g h  it.”

“Wh a t  do  you  m e a n  by t h a t ?”
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“I do n’t  s e e  w h e r e  you r  t w e n ty-t wo  vote s
c a m e  fro m.”

“And I do n’t s e e  w h e r e  you r  nin e t e e n  c a m e
fro m,” r e to r t e d  t h e  s ucc e s sful c a n did a t e .

“The  w hole  n u m b e r  of vote s  w a s  for ty-on e,”
a d d e d  Pelh a m,  w ho  w a s  q ui t e  s u r e  t h e r e  w a s  so m e t hing
w ro n g.

“The  long  a n d  s ho r t  of i t is, t h a t  t h e r e  a r e
m o r e  fellows  on  bo a r d  t h a t  ‘know b e a n s,’
t h a n  you  t hou g h t  t h e r e  w e r e ,” lau g h e d  S h uffles.

“Ca n  you  t ell m e  w h e r e  t h e  for ty-on e  vote s  c a m e
fro m, S h uffles?” d e m a n d e d  Pelh a m.

“Ca m e  fro m  t h e  fellows,  of cou r s e .”

“It’s no  u s e  to  s n uff a t  it, my  d e a r  fellow. 
I do  no t  p u r pos e  to  s e t  a sid e  t h e  el ec tion.   I
a ck nowle d g e  you  a s  c a p t ain.   Ca n  I do  a ny m o r e?”

“You c a n’t; b u t  you  s e e m  dis pos e d  to  do
so m e t hing  m o r e .”

“I m e r ely wis h  to  inqui r e  in to t his  t hin g,  a n d
find  ou t  how  w e  s t a n d.   H a d  you  a ny ide a  t h a t
for ty-on e  fellows  b elong e d  to  t h e  Ch ain?”

“I h a d  no t,” r e plied  S h uffles,  ho n e s tly. 
“I w a s  n eve r  m o r e  s u r p ris e d  in my life, t h a n
w h e n  I s a w  Tom Ellis  a n d  Andy Groo m  vote.”

“Th a t  w a s  all r ig h t .   Both  of t h e m  joined.”

“I c a n  t ell you  w h a t  took m e  all a b a ck,”
in t e r pos e d  M cKeon, w ho,  wit h  Gross b e ck, h a d  b e e n  w alking
b ack  a n d  for t h  in  t h e  w ais t .

“No m a t t e r  w h a t  took you all a b a ck,” a d d e d
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S h uffles  s h a r ply.  “The  q u e s tion  is s e t t l e d;
w h a t’s t h e  u s e  of r a king  u p  eve ry t hin g  t h a t
m ay s e e m  to  b e  s t r a n g e?”

“Wh a t  w a s  it t h a t  took you  a b a ck, M cKeon?”
d e m a n d e d  Pelh a m.

“It  w a s  w h e n  t h e  c a p t ain  vot e d,” r e plied
t h e  r e c eiver.

“The  c a p t ain!” excl aim e d  Pelh a m.

“Yes.”

“Do you  m e a n  Ca p t ain  Gordon,  McKeon?”
a sk e d  Pelh a m,  wi th  in t e n s e  s u r p ris e.

“Of cou r s e  I do."’

“All t h e  office r s  of t h e  fi r s t  p a r t  of t h e  po r t
w a t c h  vote d,” a d d e d  Gross b eck.

“They did!” exclaim e d  Pelh a m.

“Well, w a s  it a ny s t r a n g e r  t h a t  t h e  office r s
of t h e  fir s t  p a r t  of t h e  po r t  w a t c h  vote d,  t h a n  it
w a s  t h a t  t hos e  of t h e  s econ d  p a r t  did  so?” inqui r e d
S h uffles,  wit h  e a r n e s t n e s s .

“I t hink  it  w a s ,” r e plied  Pelh a m,  d e cide dly.

“Paul Kend all w a s  on e  of t h e m,” s aid  McKeon.

“Paul Kend all!  Does  a ny fellow s u p pos e
h e  h a s  joine d  t h e  Ch ain?” d e m a n d e d  t h e  d ef e a t e d
c a n did a t e .

“Why no t?”

“And Ca p t ain  Gor do n?”

“Why no t?”

“How did  t h e  c a p t ain  vote?” a sk e d  Pelh a m.

“No m a t t e r  how  h e  vote d,” s aid  S h uffles,
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indign a n tly “I p ro t e s t  a g ains t  t his  r a king  u p
of m a t t e r s  w hich  a r e  al r e a dy s e t tl e d.”

“H e  vote d  b e a n s ,” r e plie d  McKeon,  w ho,
it  is h a r dly n e c e s s a ry  to  a d d,  w a s  a  Pelh a m  m a n.

“The n  h e  is on e  of you r  frien d s,  S h uffles,”
con tinu e d  Pelh a m,  w ho  w a s  b e gin ning  to  u n d e r s t a n d
how  his  r ival h a d  b e e n  el ec t e d.

“I do n’t  claim  hi m.”

“Did you  t ak e  t h e  c a p t ain  in to  t h e  Ch ain,  S h uffles?”

“I won’t  a n s w er,” r e plied  t h e  c a p t ain
el ec t .

“If Ca p t ain  Gordo n  a n d  Paul Kend all a r e  m e m b e r s ,
I would  like  to  know  it.  I a m  fir s t  office r  of
t h e  s hip  u n d e r  t h e  n e w  or d e r  of t hings ,  a n d  if I co m m a n d
Gor don  to  do  a ny t hing,  I m e a n  t h a t  h e  s h all ob ey m e.”
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“Of cou r s e  you  will give  hi m  no  o r d e r s  till
w e  a r e  in poss es sion  of t h e  s hip,” a d d e d  S h uffles,
no t  a  lit tle  al a r m e d.

“Well, a s  Gor don  a n d  Kend all a r e  m e m b e r s  of
t h e  Ch ain—of cou r s e  t h ey a r e ,  o r  t h ey  would n’t
h ave  vote d—w e  c a n  t alk ove r  t h e  m a t t e r  fr e ely
wi th  t h e m,” s aid  Pelh a m,  c h uckling.

“If you  m a k e  t h e  sig ns,  a n d  t h ey m a k e  t h e m,
of cou r s e  you  c a n ,” r e plied  S h uffles.   “No
m e m b e r  c a n  s p e a k  to  a no t h e r  a bo u t  t h e  b u sin es s  of t h e
Ch ain  u n til bo t h  of t h e m  h ave  p roved  t h a t  t h ey b elong,
by giving  t h e  r e q ui r e d  sign als.”

“Sh uffles,  do  you  s u p pos e  Ca p t ain  Gordo n  knows
t h e  sig ns?”

“How s ho uld  I know?  I n eve r  t r i e d  hi m.  
I do n’t  know  w hy h e  s ho uldn’t  m a k e  t h e m
a s  w ell a s  Tom Ellis.”

“Tom Ellis  is all r ig h t .   I vouc h  for  hi m,
for  I a d mi t t e d  hi m  mys elf.  Who will vouc h  for
t h e  c a p t ain?   Who took him  in?”

“I do n’t  know.”

“I do n’t; b u t  if a nybody h a s  a d mi t t e d
hi m, a n d  no t  give n  hi m  t h e  signs ,  h e  ou g h t  to  b e  ins t r uc t e d
in t h e m.   Of cou r s e  h e  m u s t  h ave  b e e n  a d mi t t e d ,
o r  h e  wo uld  no t  h ave  vot e d,” a d d e d  Pelh a m,  s a r c a s tically.

“I h ave  no t hing  m o r e  to  s ay  a bo u t  t his  m a t t er,”
r e plied  S h uffles,  dis g us t e d  wi th  t h e  c avils  of hi s
fir s t  officer.

“Nor  I; b u t  I s h all s a tisfy mys elf w h e t h e r  t h e
c a p t ain  is a  m e m b e r  o r  no t,” s aid  Pelha m,  d e cid e dly.

“Well, you  m u s t  b e  ve ry c a u tious  w h a t  you  do.”
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“Ce r t ainly I s h all.  I will give  hi m  t h e
firs t  sign;  if h e  do n’t a n s w e r  it, I s h all conclud e
h e  is no t  a  m e m b e r ;  or, if h e  is, t h a t  h e  h a s  no t
b e e n  p ro p e rly ins t r uc t e d.”

“Be t t e r  no t  s ay  a nyt hing  to  hi m,” s aid
S h uffles.

“Why no t?   H e  vote d,  a n d  it  m u s t  b e  all
r i gh t .”

“Don’t you  s ay a  wo r d  to  hi m,  u nle s s  h e
p roves  t h a t  h e  is a  m e m b er.”

“I t hink  h e  h a s  p roved  t h a t  al r e a dy by voting.”

“You know  ou r  r ul e.”

“I do;  it  r e q ui r e s  m e  to  s a tisfy mys elf t h a t
t h e  p e r son  to  w ho m  I s p e ak  is a  m e m b er.  I a m
e n ti r ely s a tisfied  now  t h a t  t h e  c a p t ain  a n d  Pa ul Kend all
b elon g;  t h ey  wo uld  no t  h ave  vote d  if t h ey h a d  no t  b elon g e d.”

This  w a s  a  “clinch er,” a n d  eve n  S h uffles
h a d  no t  wi t  e no u g h  to  e s c a p e  t h e  conclusion  of t h e
dog m a tic  r e a so n er.  The  c a p t ain  elec t  of t h e  Lea g u e
kn e w  ve ry w ell t h a t  nin e  p e r so ns  w ho  w e r e  no t  m e m b e r s
h a d  vot e d—t h a t  h e  h a d  s ec u r e d  his  el ec tion
by a  g ro ss  fr a u d.   H e  w a s  af r aid  t h a t  Pelh a m,
dis a p poin t e d  by hi s  d ef e a t ,  would  do  so m e t hing  to  co m p ro mis e
t h e  e n t e r p ri s e;  b u t  his  ow n  t r e a c h e ry  h a d  pl ac e d  hi m
in s uc h  a  posi tion  t h a t  h e  could  s ay  no t hin g  wi thou t
exposing  hi m s elf.

“Of cou r s e  it’s all r ig h t ,” a d d e d
Pelha m,  “I find  w e  h ave  ple n ty of frien d s  in
t h e  af t e r  c a bin.   As soon  a s  you  h ave  a ny o r d e r s
to  give,  Ca p t ain  S h uffles,  I a m  in a  posi tion  to  exec u t e
t h e m  to  t h e  b e s t  a dv a n t a g e .”

“Wh e n  I a m  r e a dy, I will give  t h e m  to  you.”

“It  will b e  a n  e a sy  m a t t e r  now  to  ob t ain  poss es sion
of t h e  s hip; in fac t ,  a ll you  h ave  to  do  is to  o r d e r
Ca p t ain  Gor don  to  t u r n  t h e  co m m a n d  ove r  to  you. 
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H e  h a s  b e e n  ‘toggled,’ a n d  m u s t  ob ey his
s u p e rio r s—of cou r s e  h e  h a s  b e e n  tog gled;
h e  couldn’t h av e  vote d  if h e  h a d n’t  b e e n.”
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S h uffles  w a s  t e r ribly exe rcise d  by t h e  r e p e a t e d  flings
of his  disconc e r t e d  rival.  H e  w a s  al r e a dy s a tisfied
t h a t  t h e  e n t e r p ris e  h a d  co m e  to  a n  e n d,  u nle s s  Pelha m
could  b e  q uie t e d;  a n d  h e  w a s  a bo u t  to  p ro pos e  a  n e w
b allo t, w h e n  h e  w a s  o r d e r e d  by t h e  q u a r t e r m a s t e r  on
d u ty to  t ak e  hi s  t rick a t  t h e  w h e el.

“Wh a t  do e s  all t his  m e a n?” d e m a n d e d  Pelh a m
of t h e  r e c eive r s ,  w h e n  t h e  c a p t ain-el ec t  h a d  go n e
to  his  d u ty.

“I only know t h a t  t h e  c a p t ain  a n d  all t h e  office r s
of t h e  fir s t  p a r t  of t h e  po r t  w a t c h  vote d,  a n d  o t h e r
fellows  w ho  would  no  m o r e  join t his  t hin g  t h a n  t h ey
wo uld  ju m p  ove r bo a r d ,” r e plied  M cKeon.

“How co uld  t h ey  vot e—how  could  t h e
c a p t ain  vote—withou t  u n d e r s t a n ding  t h e
w hole  t hin g?” d e m a n d e d  Pelh a m,  p e r plexe d  a t  t h e
inconsis t e ncy of t h e  fac t s .

“I t hink  I know  so m e t hing  a bo u t  i t,” a d d e d
Gross b e ck.

“Wh a t  do  you  know?”

“H ave n’t you  h e a r d  of t h e  n e w  g a m e?”

“Wh a t  n e w  g a m e?”

“‘Don’t know Be a ns.’”

“Sh uffles  s aid  so m e t hin g  a bo u t  it,  b u t  I did
no t  co m p r e h e n d  his  m e a nin g.”

Gross b e ck  explain e d  t h e  g a m e,  w hos e  hi s to ry h a d  b e e n
ci rc ula t e d  a m o n g  “ou r  fellows.”

“And t his  g a m e  w a s  pl aye d  w hile  t h e  voting  w a s
going  on?” s aid  Pelh a m,  w ho  b e g a n  to  s e e  t h e
t rick  w hich  hi s  r ival h a d  p u t  u po n  hi m.
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“I did n’t know  a ny t hing  a bo u t  i t till
s u p p e r  ti m e,” a n s w e r e d  Gross b eck.

“I s e e  it  all,” con tin u e d  Pelh a m.  
“The  r e c eive r s  w e r e  t h e  ‘but t s ,’
a n d  a bo u t  a  doze n  fellows  vote d  for  S h uffles,  includin g
Gor don  a n d  Kend all, s u p posing  t h ey  w e r e  sim ply pl aying
‘Don’t know  Bea n s.’”

It  did  no t  r e q ui r e  a  g r e a t  d e al  of p e n e t r a tion  on
t h e  p a r t  of t h e  fou r t h  lieu t e n a n t  to  co m p r e h e n d  t h e
t rick  of hi s  r ival.  H e  w a s  indign a n t  a n d  a n g ry,
a n d  all t h e  m o r e  so  b e c a u s e  h e  h a d  b e e n  ou t wi t t e d,
eve n  w hile  h e  w a s  a t t e m p tin g  to  ou t wi t  his  u n s c r u p ulous
co m p e ti tor.

The  n ext  d ay, t h e  q u a r t e r  w a tc h e s  off d u ty pl aye d
“Don’t know  Be a n s” to  t h ei r  s a tisfac tion.  
I t  w a s  foun d,  w h e n  eve rybody w a s  w a tc hin g  t h e  “bu t t s ,”
t h a t  ve ry few could  d e posi t  t h ei r  b e a n s  wi thou t  d e t ec tion.  
A few ho u r s’ t ri al of t h e  n e w  p a s ti m e  convinc e d
all exc e p t  “ou r  fellows” t h a t  it  w a s  a
s e n s ele s s  g a m e,  a n d  it w a s  s p e e dily a b a n do n e d.

On  t h e  nin e t e e n t h  d ay of t h e  voya g e,  t h e  Young  Ame rica
e ncou n t e r e d  a no t h e r  g al e,  b u t  it w a s  no t  n e a rly so
s eve r e  a s  t h e  on e  t h ro u g h  w hich  s h e  h a d  p a s s e d  w h e n
off Ca p e  S a ble.   The  s hip  r a n  for  t w elve  ho u r s
u n d e r  clos e-r e ef e d  to ps ails; b u t  a s  t h e  g al e  c a m e
fro m  t h e  sou t h-w es t ,  s h e  laid  h e r  cou r s e  d u rin g  t h e
w hole  of it,  a n d  b e h ave d  h e r s elf to  t h e  e n ti r e  s a tisfac tion
of all on  bo a r d .   On  t h e  following  d ay, t h e  wind
h a d  h a ule d  ro u n d  to  t h e  no r t h-w es t ,  a n d  t h e  s e a  s u bsid e d,
so  t h a t  t h e  s hip  w e n t  along  ve ry co mfor t a bly.
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N ot with s t a n din g  his  dou b t s  of t h e  good  fai th  of Pelh a m,
w ho,  ho w ever, no min ally a d h e r e d  to  t h e  t e r m s  of t h e
co m p a c t ,  S h uffles  a r r a n g e d  hi s  pl a n s  for  t h e  c a p t u r e
of t h e  s hip.   H e  h a d  d e cid e d  to  d ef e r  t h e  g r a n d
s t rike  u n til t h e  s hip  h a d  co m e  u p  wi th  Ca p e  Cle ar,
so  t h a t  t h e  facul ty, a n d  all t h e  s t u d e n t s  w ho  wo uld
no t  t ak e  a  p a r t  in  t h e  e n t e r p ris e,  mig h t  b e  p u t  on
s ho r e  im m e di a t ely.  In  t h e  cou r s e  of t h r e e  d ays,
t h e  lan d  would  p ro b a bly b e  sig h t e d .   The  ri sing
w a s  to  t ak e  pl ac e  in  Pelh a m’s  w a tc h,  t h e  office r s
of w hich  w e r e  m e m b e r s  of t h e  Le a g u e.   All t h e  d e t ails
h a d  b e e n  c a r efully a r r a n g e d,  a n d  t r u s ty “links”
a p poin t e d  to  p e rfo r m  t h e  h e avy wo rk.  As soon
a s  t h e  “old folks” h a d  b e e n  locke d  u p  in
t h e  c a bin,  a n d  t h e  n e w  c a p t ain  h a d  t ak e n  t h e  co m m a n d,
t h e  s hip  w a s  to  b e  h e a d e d  for  t h e  s ho r e .   The
g r e a t  ev e n t  w a s  to  co m e  off a t  six o’clock in
t h e  af t e r noon  of t h e  t w e n ty-t hi r d  o r  t w e n ty-fifth
d ay.  The  s hip  would  b e  n e a r  t h e  coa s t  for  a t
lea s t  a  p a r t  of t wo  d ays.   If s h e  w a s  wi thin  six
ho u r s’ s ail of t h e  land  on  t h e  t w e n ty-t hi r d
d ay ou t ,  w h e n  Pelha m  wo uld  h ave  t h e  s e con d  p a r t  of
t h e  fir s t  dog  w a tc h,  t h e  rising  w a s  to  t ak e  pl ac e  t h e n;
if no t ,  i t w a s  to  b e  d efe r r e d  till t h e  t w e n ty-fifth
d ay, w h e n  t h e  w a t c h e s  w e r e  a g ain  favor a ble.

S h uffles  co m m u nic a t e d  wi th  his  discon t e n t e d  fir s t
office r  a s  oft e n  a s  h e  could,  a n d  u nfolde d  his  pl a ns
wi tho u t  r e s e rve.   Pelh a m  lis t e n e d,  a n d,  s till
p rofe ssing  his  willing n e s s  to  ob ey hi s  s u p e rio r  officer,
p ro mis e d  to  do  all t h a t  w a s  r e q ui r e d  of hi m.

“In you r  w a tc h,  Pelh a m,  you  will s e e  t h a t  t h e
h el m  is in  t h e  h a n d s  of so m e  of ou r  fellows,”
s aid  S h uffles.

“Ce r t ainly,” r e plied  Pelha m,  wi th  m o r e
indiffe r e nc e  t h a n  s ui t e d  t h e  e n t h u sia s tic  c hief of
t h e  e n t e r p ri s e  “By t h e  w ay, Ca p t ain  S h uffles,
h ave  you laid  ou t  a ny wo rk  for  Ca p t ain  Gor don  to  do?”
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“Wh a t’s t h e  u s e  of t alking  to  m e  a bo u t
hi m  no w  t h a t  w e  a r e  on  t h e  ve ry poin t  of a cco m plishing
ou r  p u r pos e?” d e m a n d e d  S h uffles,  wi th  d e e p  dis g us t .

“You c a n’t  d e ny t h a t  Gordo n  is a n  a bl e
fellow, a n d,  a s  a  good  co m m a n d er, of cou r s e  you  in t e n d
to  give  hi m  so m e  im po r t a n t  posi tion,” ch uckled
Pelha m.   “H ave  you  a p poin t e d  t h e  r e s t  of
you r  office r s  ye t?”

“To b e  s u r e  I h av e.”

“H ave  you  give n  Gordo n  a ny t hing?”

“No!” g ro wled  S h uffles.

“No?  Why, do  you  t hink  t h e  p r e s e n t  c a p t ain
of t h e  s hip  will b e  con t e n t  to  go  in to  t h e  s t e e r a g e
u n d e r  t h e  n e w  a r r a n g e m e n t?”

“H e  m ay  go  into  t h e  s t e e r a g e  o r  go  ove r bo a r d ,”
a n s w e r e d  t h e  c hief, a n g rily.

“Accide n t ally, you  m e a n.”

“Pelh a m,  if you  in t e n d  to  b e  a  t r ai tor, s ay
so.”

“I!  My d e a r  fellow, I do n’t m e a n
a ny t hing  of t h e  kind.   I a m  a s  t r u e  a s  t h e  pole
s t ar.”

“H ave  you  s pok e n  to  t h e  c a p t ain  a bo u t  ou r  affai r s?”

“Not  a  wor d.”

“H ave  you  t ri ed  hi m  by t h e  signs?”

“I h ave,  a n d  h e  m a d e  no  sign,” laug h e d
Pelha m,  w ho  w a s  no t  m u c h  e n a m o u r e d  of t h e  c a b alis tic
cla p-t r a p  of t h e  Ch ain.
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“The n,  of cou r s e ,  h e  is no t  a  m e m b er.”

“H e  m u s t  b e;  h e  vote d,” r e plied  Pelh a m,
m aliciously.

“How m a ny m o r e  tim e s  will you  s ay t h a t?”

“Pe r h a p s  fifty; p e r h a p s  a  h u n d r e d,” a n s w e r e d
t h e  fou r t h  lieu t e n a n t ,  coolly.  “I s h all
s ay it u n til you a r e  willing  to  a ck nowled g e  t h e  t r ick
you  p u t  u po n  m e.”

“Wh a t  t r ick?”

“O, I know  all a bo u t  i t!  Didn’t you
t ell Kend all, t h e  c a p t ain,  a n d  s eve n  o r  eig h t  o th e r s ,
how  to  pl ay ’Don’t know  Be a n s’?”

“If I did,  it w a s  to  c h e a t  t h e m  w h e n  t h ey w a n t e d
to  know  w h a t  t h e  b e a n s  m e a n t .”

“You s a w  t h a t  t h e  fellows  t h r e w  a w ay t h e  b e a n s ,
ins t e a d  of voting  for  you  wi th  t h e m,  a n d  you inve n t e d
your  g a m e  to  m a k e  t h e  t hin g  co m e  ou t  r i gh t .   N o
m a t t er, S h uffles;  I a m  bo u n d  by t h e  co m p a c t  w e  m a d e,
b u t  I s h all p e r sis t  in  r e g a r ding  Gor don,  Kend all Fos t er,
a n d  o th e r s  a s  m e m b e r s .   As you  m a d e  t h e m  vot e,
you  a r e  r e s po nsible  for  t h e m.   Tha t’s all.”

“Don’t le t  u s  q u a r r el  a bo u t  it, my  d e a r
fellow,” s aid  S h uffles,  in sof t ,  insin u a ting
ton e s .

“By no  m e a n s.”

“We will h ave  a  n e w  elec tion,” s u g g e s t e d
t h e  chief.

“If w e  s ho uld,  I’m af r aid  all t h e  fellows
wo uld  w a n t  to  pl ay ’Don’t know  Be a n s.’”
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“You s h all con d uc t  it  a ny w ay you  pl e a s e .”

“If I did,  you  would  s ay  I ch e a t e d  you. 
I a g r e e d  to  a bide  by  t h e  el ec tion,  a n d  I s h all do
so.  The  fac t  is, S h uffles,  you  a n d  I a r e  too
s m a r t  to  play in t h e  s a m e  g a m e.   I s h all s tick
to  t h e  bo n d.   Whe n  you  o r d e r  m e  to  do  a ny t hin g,
I s h all do  it,” r e plied  Pelh a m  a s  h e  t u r n e d  on
his  h e el a n d  w alke d  off.

H e  r e t r e a t e d  in to  t h e  af t e r  c a bin,  w h e r e  S h uffles
could  no t  follow hi m.  
At t h e  c a bin  t a bl e,  s t u dying  hi s  F r e nc h  les son,  s a t
Pa ul Kend all.

CHAPTER XIX.

MAN OVERBOARD!

“Do you  know  ho w  to  pl ay ’Don’t
know Be a n s’?” a sk e d  Pelh a m,  a s  h e  s e a t e d
hi m s elf by  t h e  sid e  of t h e  s e co n d  lieu t e n a n t .

“Yes; I know  ho w  to  pl ay it, b u t  it’s
a  s t u pid  g a m e.   S h uffles  told  m e  how.”

“Did h e ,  ind e e d?”

“The r e  w a s  so m e  fun  in  it  t h e  fi r s t  tim e  I t r i e d
it; b u t  t h e  s e con d  ti m e  w a s  e no u g h  to  s a tisfy m e.  
I do n’t  t hink  t h e r e  is a ny s e n s e  in it.”

“Of cou r s e  t h e r e  isn’t, Kend all,”
laug h e d  Pelh a m.   “It  w a s  no  g a m e  a t  all.”

“Wh a t  a r e  you  laug hing  a t?”

“You w e r e  sold  on  t h a t  g a m e,” a d d e d  t h e
con s pi r a to r  ind ulging  in m o r e  lau g h t e r  t h a n  t h e  occ a sion
s e e m e d  to  r e q ui r e.

“How w a s  I sold?   I do n’t s e e  a ny t hing
so  ve ry fun ny a bo u t  it.”
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“I do.”

“Tell m e  a bo u t  it; if t h e r e  is a ny joke  I t hink
I s h all e njoy it.  You s ay  I w a s  sold.”

“You w e r e;  a n d  so  w a s  I.”

“Well, w h a t  w a s  it?” a sk e d  Paul, imp a ti e n tly.

“Wh e n  you  g ave  t hos e  fellows  t h e  b e a n s  t h a t
d ay, you  w e r e  voting!”

“Voting!   Voting  for  w h a t ,  o r  w ho m?”
exclaim e d  t h e  s eco n d  lieu t e n a n t .

“For  S h uffles.”
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“Did my vot e  cou n t?”

“To b e  s u r e  it  did; a n d  h e  w a s  el ec t e d  to  a
c e r t ain  posi tion  by  you r  vote  a n d  t hos e  of s eve n  o r
eig h t  o th e r s  w ho  did  no t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  t r ick,”
r e plied  Pelh a m  lau g hing  all t h e  ti m e.

“Wh a t  w a s  t h e  posi tion?   I do n’t  u n d e r s t a n d
w h a t  you  a r e  t alking  a bo u t ,  a n d  t h e r efo r e  I c a n’t
a p p r e ci a t e  t h e  joke.”

“I’ll t ell you, Kend all; b u t  you m u s t
k e e p  s till a bo u t  it for  t h e  p r e s e n t .”

“It  looks  to  m e ,  on  t h e  face  of it, like  a  dis hon e s t
t r ick.  I t  s e e m s  t h a t  S h uffles  lied  to  u s  w h e n
h e  m a d e  u s  b elieve  t h a t  w e  w e r e  pl aying  a  g a m e.  
I like  a  joke  w ell e no u g h,  b u t  I do n’t b elieve
in a  fellow’s lying  for  t h e  s ak e  of a ny fun.”

“You a r e  rig h t ,  Kend all.  I t  w a s  no t  only
a  dis ho n e s t  t rick,  b u t  i t w a s  a  m e a n  on e.”

“Wh a t  w a s  t h e  posi tion?” r e p e a t e d  Pa ul.

“So m e  of t h e  fellows  a r e  going  to  m a k e  Mr. Lowing to n
a  p r e s e n t  of a  silve r  pi tc h e r  a s  soon  a s  w e  g e t  to
so m e  po r t  w h e r e  w e  c a n  ob t ain  on e.”

“Why didn’t you  t ell of it?” d e m a n d e d
Pa ul.  “I s ho uld  like  to  join  in t h e  p r e s e n t a tion,
for  I don’t  t hink  t h e r e  is a  fellow on  bo a r d
w ho  like s  Mr. Lowing to n  b e t t e r  t h a n  I do.”

“Yes; b u t ,  you  s e e ,  t h e r e’s so m e t hin g
p ec ulia r  a bo u t  t his  t hin g.   The  con t ribu tion  is
to  b e  confine d  to  t hos e  fellows  w ho  h ave  b e e n  di scipline d
in on e  w ay o r  a no t h er.  A good  m a ny  of u s,  you
know, w e r e  m a d  w h e n  Mr. Lowing ton  took ou r  m o n ey a w ay;
w e  a r e  s a tisfied  now  t h a t  h e  w a s  rig h t .   We m a d e
hi m  feel r a t h e r  u nco mfo r t a bl e  by ou r  looks  a n d  a c tions,
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a n d  so m e  of u s  w e r e  posi tively imp u d e n t  to  him.  
We p u r pos e  to  s how  t h a t  ou r  feelings  a r e  all r ig h t .”

“P recis ely so!” r e plied  Pa ul, wi th  e n t h u si a s m.  
“Th a t’s s ple n did!  Mr. Lowing ton  will
a p p r e ci a t e  t h e  gift  w h e n  h e  s e e s  t h e  n a m e s  of t h e
s u b sc rib e r s.”

“Ce r t ainly h e  will.”

“But  you  h ave  no  m o n ey,” laug h e d  t h e  s e co n d
lieu t e n a n t .

“We h av e  p u t  ou r  n a m e s  dow n  for  t e n  s hillings
a piec e—a bo u t  t hi r ty of u s.   Wh e n  w e
g e t  in to  po r t ,  w e  s h all t ell Mr. Lowing to n  t h a t  w e
wish  to  p r e s e n t  a  silve r  pi tch e r  to  a  g e n tle m a n  on
bo a r d ,  in tok e n  of ou r  a p p r e ci a tion  of his  kind n e s s,
&c., a n d  a sk  hi m  for  h alf a  sove r eig n  e a c h  fro m  ou r
funds.”

“H e  will wis h  to  know  w ho  t h e  g e n tle m a n  is.”

“We c a n  a sk  to  b e  exc us e d  fro m  t elling  hi m.”

“I c a n  m a n a g e  t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  b u sin e ss  for
you.  E a c h  of t h e  fellows  s h all give  m e  a n  o rd e r
on  t h e  p rincip al for  t e n  s hillings ,  to  b e  p aid  to
Dr. Wins tock, w ho  will b uy t h e  pi tc h e r  for  you, if
you  like.   H e  is a c q u ain t e d  in Cork.   I will
give  all t h e  o r d e r s  to  t h e  doc tor, a n d  h e  will g e t
t h e  p r e s e n t  wi t ho u t  s aying  a  wo r d  to  Mr. Lowing ton
u n til af t e r  t h e  p r e s e n t a tion.   The n  h e  will h ave
no  ch a nc e  to  objec t ,  on  t h e  s u s picion  t h a t  t h e  gif t
is in t e n d e d  for  hi m—do n’t  you  s e e?”

Pa ul Kend all e n t e r e d  in to  t h e  p rojec t  wi th  a  d e g r e e
of e n t h u si as m  w hich  w a s  r a t h e r  e m b a r r a s sin g  to  t h e
con s pi r a tor.

“The  fellows  h ave  b e e n  ve ry s ec r e t  a bo u t  t h e
t hin g,” a d d e d  Pelha m.
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“They m u s t  h ave  b e e n,  o r  I s ho uld  h ave  h e a r d
so m e t hing  a bo u t  i t,” r e plied  Paul, innoce n tly.

“No on e  b u t  ou r s elves  h a s  know n  a  t hin g  a bo u t
it  t ill now.  They h av e  for m e d  a  kind  of s ec r e t
socie ty, a n d  know e ac h  o t h e r  by c e r t ain  signs .”

“But  w h a t  w a s  t h e  voting  for?”

“For  o r a to r  of t h e  d ay.”

“For  t h e  fellow w ho  is to  p r e s e n t  t h e  pi tc h e r
a n d  m a k e  t h e  s p e e c h?” a d d e d  Pa ul.

“Yes.”

“And S h uffles  w a s  c hos e n?”

“Yes, by a  t rick.”

“You m e a n  t h a t  no  on e  b u t  s u bsc ribe r s  ou g h t
to  h ave  vot e d?”

“P recis ely so.”

“It  w a s  a  m e a n  t rick.”

“It  w a s  a  so r t  of p r a c tical joke  u po n  m e,  I
s u p pos e”

“I do n’t  b elieve  in p r a c tical jokes  w hich
n e e d  a  lie to  c a r ry t h e m  t h ro u g h.”

“Well, S h uffles  h a s  t h e  posi tion,  u nle s s  so m e
of you fellows  will h elp  m e  ou t .   I w a n t e d  to
m a k e  t h e  s p e e c h,  a n d  wit ho u t  t h e  nin e  vote s  w hich
you  a n d  o t h e r  ou t side r s  p u t  in, I s ho uld  h av e  b e e n
c hos e n.”

“Wh a t  c a n  w e  do?”
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“I h ave  a  r ig h t  to  consid e r  all t h e  fellows
t h a t  vote d  a s  m e m b e r s  of t h e  socie ty.  The  fac t
of t h ei r  voting  m a k e s  t h e m  m e m b e r s .”

“I do n’t  know a ny t hing  a bo u t  t h a t .”

“It’s cle a r  e no u g h  to  m e ,  a n d  in a  t alk
I h a d  wi th  S h uffles  jus t  now, h e  did n’t p r e t e n d
to  d e ny t h e  co r r e c t n e s s  of my  posi tion.”

“If h e  a g r e e s ,  it m u s t  b e  all r i gh t ,”
laug h e d  Paul.

“If you  h a d  u n d e r s tood  t h e  m a t t er, for  w ho m
s ho uld  you h ave  vote d?”

“I do n’t  know? b u t  af t e r  t h e  t r ick S h uffles
pl aye d  off u po n  you, I s ho uld  no t  vot e  for  hi m.”

“Very w ell; t h e n  you c a n  c h a n g e  you r  vot e.”

“How s h all I c h a n g e  it?”

“Go to  S h uffles;  a n d  t h e  o th e r  eig h t  fellows
w ho  vot e d  in t h e  d a rk  m u s t  do  t h e  s a m e.”

“Wh a t  s h all I s ay  to  hi m?”

“You m u s t  go  to  hi m  a s  a  m e m b e r  of t h e  socie ty,
a n d  s alu t e  hi m  a s  s uc h.”

“I do n’t  know how.”

“I’ll t ell you.  Wh e n  you  m e e t  hi m,
sc r a t c h  t h e  t ip  e n d  of you r  nos e  wit h  t h e  n ail of
you r  s eco n d  fing e r  on  t h e  righ t  h a n d;  in  t hi s  m a n n er,”
con tinu e d  Pelh a m  giving  t h e  fir s t  sign.

“Th a t’s it—is it?” s aid
Pa ul, a s  h e  imit a t e d  t h e  a c tion  of Pelh a m.

“Yes; t h a t’s  r i gh t  H e  will r e ply by  t aking
t h e  low e r  p a r t  of his  lef t  e a r  b e t w e e n  t h e  t h u m b  a n d
firs t  fing e r  of t h e  lef t  h a n d—so,”
a d d e d  Pelh a m.
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“I h ave  it,” a n s w e r e d  Pa ul, a s  h e  m a d e
t h e  m o tions.

“The n  you  will s c r a t c h  you r  c hin  wi th  t h e  t h u m b
n ail of t h e  lef t  h a n d,  a n d  h e  will r e ply by  blowing
his  nos e.”

“Let’s s e e  if I c a n  do  all t h a t ,”
laug h e d  Paul, ve ry m u c h  a m u s e d  a t  t h e  mys tic  indica tions
of m e m b e r s hip  In  t h e  s ec r e t  a s socia tion.

H e  m a d e  t h e  sig ns  to  Pelh a m,  w ho  r e plied  to  t h e m,
s eve r al  ti m e s,  u n til h e  w a s  p e rf ec t  in  his  p a r t .

“All r ig h t .   I will r e m e m b e r  t h e m,”
s aid  Pa ul.

“But  you  h ave n’t go t  t h e  w hole  of it  ye t.  
Whe n  you  h ave  m a d e  t h e  signs,  a n d  h e  h a s  a n s w e r e d
t h e m,  h e  will s ay, ‘Is  t h a t  so?’
wi th  s t ro n g  e m p h a sis  on  t h e  fir s t  wo r d.”
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“Is  t h a t  so?” r e p e a t e d  Pa ul.

“The n  you  will r e ply, ‘T hat  is
so,’ wi th  t h e  s t r e s s  on  t ha t .”

“T hat  is so,” a d d e d  Pa ul.

“The n  you  m u s t  pl ac e  you r s elf so  a s  to  look
di r e c tly forw a r d  o r  af t .   If you  look forw a r d,
h e  m u s t  look af t .”

“I u n d e r s t a n d  you.”

“Now  I w a n t  to  know w ho  t h e  o th e r  fellows  w e r e
t h a t  playe d  ’Don’t know  Be a ns’ t h a t
d ay.”

“Ca p t ain  Gordo n  w a s  on e.”

“Will you  pos t  hi m  u p  in w h a t  I h ave  told  you?”

“I will, a n d  t h e  o th e r  fellows  w ho  vot e d  for
S h uffles,  if you s ay  so.”

“Th a nk  you.  I wis h  you  wo uld.   Le t
t h e m  all t ell hi m  t h ey d e si r e  to  ch a n g e  t h ei r  vote s;
b u t  h av e  t h e m  do  it  on e  a t  a  tim e.”

Pa ul Kend all p ro mis e d  to  do  w h a t  w a s  r e q ui r e d  of hi m;
a n d  in t h e  cou r s e  of t h e  following  for e noo n  h e  ini ti a t e d
“th e  ou t sid e r s  w ho  h a d  vote d  for  S h uffles”
in t h e  s ec r e t  m a c hin e ry  of t h e  s u p pos e d  socie ty, b u t
in fac t  of t h e  Ch ain  Lea g u e.   Being  off d u ty d u ring
t h e  s econ d  p a r t  of t h e  af t e r noon  w a tc h,  h e  e n cou n t e r e d
S h uffles  in  t h e  lee  sid e  of t h e  w ais t .

“Well, S h uffles,  w e  a r e  al mos t  u p  wi th  t h e  co a s t
of I r ela n d,” s aid  Paul, a s  h e  sc r a t c h e d  t h e
tip  of his  nos e  wi t h  t h e  s econ d  fing e r  of hi s  r ig h t
h a n d,  a g r e e a bly to  t h e  ins t r uc tions  given  hi m  by Pelh a m.
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“Yes; a n d  I s u p pos e  by  S a t u r d ay, if t h e  wind
holds  fair, w e  s h all b e  off Ca p e  Cle ar,” r e plied
t h e  c a p t ain-el ec t ,  a s  h e  took t h e  low e r  p a r t  of his
lef t  e a r  b e t w e e n  t h e  t h u m b  a n d  for efing e r  of t h e  left
h a n d.

S h uffles  did  no t  s u p pos e  t h a t  t h e  s econ d  lieu t e n a n t
w a s  a  m e m b e r  of t h e  lea g u e,  a n d  pl e d g e d  to  a s sis t
in  t h e  c a p t u r e  of t h e  s hip; b u t  a s  h e  h a d  m a d e  t h e
sign,  p ro b a bly a ccid e n t ally, h e  r e plied  to  it.

“The r e  is a  p ros p ec t  of fai r  w e a t h e r  for  so m e
d ays  to  co m e,” con tin u e d  Paul, a s  h e  s c r a t c h e d
his  chin  wi th  his  left  h a n d,  w hic h  w a s  t h e  s econ d
s t e p  tow a r d s  a  r e co g ni tion  in  t h e  “Ch ain.”

S h uffles  w a s  d uly a n d  p ro p e rly a s tonis h e d  a t  t hi s
exhibi tion  of in t ellige nc e  on  t h e  p a r t  of t h e  office r;
a n d  it  w a s  now  q ui t e  c e r t ain  t h a t  Pa ul h a d  joine d
t h e  lea g u e,  o r  t h a t  h e  h a d  ob t ain e d  its  t r e m e n do us
s ec r e t s .

“I ho p e  it will b e  good  w e a t h e r  now  d u rin g  t h e
r e s t  of t h e  p a s s a g e,” a d d e d  t h e  c a p t ain-el ec t ,
a s  h e  took his  h a n dk e r c hief fro m  his  b r e a s t  pock e t
a n d  bl ew  his  nos e,  for  h e  w a s  d e t e r min e d  to  s a tisfy
hi m s elf w h e t h e r  o r  no t  t h e  s econ d  lieu t e n a n t  w a s  a
m e m b e r  of t h e  Lea g u e.

“Is  t h a t  so?” d e m a n d e d  S h uffles.

“T hat  is so,” a n s w e r e d  Pa ul.

S h uffles  w a s  al mos t  ove r w h el m e d  wi th  a s tonish m e n t
to  find  t h a t  on e  w ho  w a s  a  m o d el  of fideli ty a n d  p ro p ri e ty
h a d  a c t u ally joine d  t h e  Ch ain.

“Sh uffles,  I vot e d  for  you  t h e  o t h e r  d ay,”
a d d e d  Pa ul.

“I know you  did.”

“I wis h  to  c h a n g e  my  vot e.”

“Ch a n g e  it!” exclaim e d  S h uffles.

329



“Yes?  I vot e d  in  t h e  d a rk.   I wis h
now  to  vote  for  t h e  o t h e r  c a n did a t e .”

“For  w ho m?”
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“For  Pelha m,  of cou r s e .”

“You a r e  too  la t e .”

“I t hink,  u n d e r  t h e  ci rc u m s t a n c es ,  t h a t  my  vote
ou g h t  to  b e  cou n t e d  on  t h e  o th e r  sid e,  eve n  if it
r eve r s e s  t h e  r e s ul t ,” s aid  Pa ul, e a r n e s tly.

“Why do  you  wish  to  vote  for  Pelh a m?”
d e m a n d e d  S h uffles,  r a t h e r  b ec a u s e  h e  h a d  no t hing  el s e
to  s ay  t h a n  b e c a u s e  h e  w a s  in t e r e s t e d  in t h e  a n ticip a t e d
r e ply.

“I do n’t  t hink  it  w a s  q ui t e  fai r  for  you
to  ob t ain  my vote  a s  you  did.”

“No m a t t e r  for  t h a t .   Do you t hink  Pelh a m
wo uld  m a k e  a  b e t t e r  c a p t ain  t h a n  I s hould?”

“A b e t t e r  w h a t?”

“Do you  t hink  h e  will co m m a n d  t h e  s hip  a ny b e t t e r
t h a n  I s h all.”

“Co m m a n d  t h e  s hip!” r e p e a t e d  Pa ul, b e wilde r e d
by t his  ext r ao r din a ry q u e s tion.   “I w a s n’t
a w a r e  t h a t  ei t h e r  of you  w e r e  to  co m m a n d  t h e  s hip.”

S h uffles,  in his  t u r n ,  w a s  confou n d e d  w h e n  h e  foun d
t h a t  t h e  s e co n d  lieu t e n a n t  w a s  a  m e m b e r  of t h e  “Ch ain”
wi tho u t  a ny knowled g e  of it s  objec t s .   Thou g h
h e  h a d  u s e d  all t h e  p r e c a u tions  r e q ui r e d  by  t h e  Lea g u e,
a  hin t  h a d  u n wi t tingly b e e n  given  to  Paul, w hos e  si m ple
in t e g ri ty r e n d e r e d  hi m  t h e  m os t  d a n g e ro u s  p e r son  on
bo a r d  to  t h e  in t e r e s t s  of s uc h  a n  ins ti t u tion  a s  t h e
Ch ain.

“Mr. Kend all, m ay I a sk  w h a t  you  no w  s u p pos e
you  w e r e  voting  for?” a sk e d  S h uffles,  wi th  e a sy
a s s u r a nc e.
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“For  t h e  o r a to r  of t h e  d ay, of cou r s e ,”
r e plied  Pa ul, w ho  w a s  too  fr e e  fro m  wiles  o r  a r t s
to  m a k e  a ny u s e  of t h e  a dva n t a g e  g ain e d.

Ind e e d,  h e  w a s  so  t r u e  hi ms elf t h a t  h e  w a s  no t  s u s picious
of o th e r s;  a n d  h e  did  no t  eve n  p e rc eive  t h a t  h e  h a d
ob t ain e d  a n  a dv a n t a g e .

“Exac tly so,” a d d e d  S h uffles;  “for
o r a to r  of t h e  d ay? b u t  w e  don’t  s p e ak  t h e  ide a
ou t  loud,  o r  c all it by its  p ro p e r  n a m e.”

“Wh a t  did  you  m e a n  by co m m a n ding  t h e  s hip,  S h uffles?”
laug h e d  Kend all.

“I m e a n t  o r a to r  of t h e  d ay.  We k e e p  t his
t hin g  to  ou r s elves,” a d d e d  S h uffles,  w ho  h a d
no  ide a  w h a t  w a s  m e a n t  by  his  co m p a nion.

“Of cou r s e;  I u n d e r s t a n d  all a bo u t  t h a t ,”
s aid  Pa ul, knowingly.  “I don’t  t hink
I h a d  a ny righ t  to  vote;  a n d  in my opinion  t h e  t rick
you  playe d  on  Pelha m  w a s  d e cid e dly w ro n g.”

“It  w a s  m e r ely a  joke,” a n s w e r e d  S h uffles.

“But  do  you  in t e n d  to  u s e  t h e  a dva n t a g e  you
g ain e d  by t his  t r ick?”

“Ce r t ainly no t .”

“I’m ve ry gl a d  of t h a t .”

“It  w a s  only for  t h e  fun  of t h e  t hing,”
a d d e d  S h uffles  a t  a  ve n t u r e .

“It  m ay  h av e  b e e n  funny; b u t  I do n’t t hink
it  w a s  ho n e s t .”

“I did n’t in t e n d  to  m a k e  a ny u s e  of it,”
con tinu e d  S h uffles.   “Wh a t  did
Mr. Pelh a m  s ay to  you, Mr. Kend all?”

“H e  told  m e  all a bo u t  i t,” r e plied  Paul.

“Did h e ,  ind e e d?”

332



“H e  s aid  t h a t  you, by  c a u sin g  m e  to  vote,  h a d
m a d e  m e  a  m e m b er.”

“Jus t  so.”

S h uffles  did  no t  d a r e  to  s ay  m u c h,  t ho u g h  it  w a s  evide n t ,
fro m  t h e  wor ds  a n d  t h e  m a n n e r  of t h e  s eco n d  lieu t e n a n t ,
t h a t  Pelh a m  h a d  no t  ye t  b e t r ay e d  t h e  r e al  objec t  of
t h e  Ch ain.   If h e  h a d,  t h e  c a p t ain  el ec t  w a s  s a tisfied
h e  wo uld  h av e  b e e n  in i rons,  confine d  in t h e  b rig,
b efo r e  t h a t  tim e.
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“I told  Mr. Pelh a m  I fully a p p rove d  t h e  p u r pos e,
a n d  would  h elp  hi m  ou t  wi th  it.”

“Wh a t  p u r pos e?” a sk e d  S h uffles,  a nxious
to  know  w h a t  Paul m e a n t .

“Why, do n’t  you  know?”

“Of cou r s e  I do; b u t  I wish  to  know  p r e ci sely
w h a t  Mr. Pelh a m  told  you.”

“H e  will t ell you  hi m s elf,” lau g h e d  Pa ul,
a s  h e  w alked  af t ,  in o rd e r  to  affo rd  t h e  o th e r  “ou tside r s”
w ho  h a d  vote d  a n  op po r t u ni ty to  co m m u nic a t e  wi t h  S h uffles,
for  h e  p e r c eive d  t h a t  t h ey w e r e  w ai ting  t h ei r  t u r n s.

As t h e  s eco n d  lieu t e n a n t  w e n t  af t,  t h e  c a p t ain  w e n t
forw a r d  on  t h e  lee  sid e  of t h e  d e ck.

“Sh uffles!” c alled  Ca p t ain  Gordon,  a s
t h e  chief co ns pi r a to r  w a s  going  forw a r d .

The  c a p t ain  el ec t  t u r n e d  a n d  w alke d  tow a r d s  t h e  co m m a n d er,
a n d  touc h e d  hi s  c a p  wi t h  b eco min g  r e s p e c t .

“Wh a t  do  you  t hink  of t h e  w e a t h e r?” d e m a n d e d
Ca p t ain  Gor don,  s c r a t c hin g  t h e  tip  of hi s  nos e .

Pa ul h a d  ins t r u c t e d  t h e  “ou t sid e r s” to
t alk a bo u t  t h e  w e a t h e r  w hile  t h ey w e n t  t h ro u g h  wit h
t h e  mys tic  r o u tine  of t h e  signs.

“I t hink  w e  s h all h ave  good  w e a t h er,”
r e plied  S h uffles,  w ho,  t ho u g h  h e  w a s  co nfoun d e d  a n d
a m az e d  to  b e  s alu t e d  fro m  t his  q u a r t e r  wi th  t h e  lang u a g e
of t h e  “Ch ain,” d a r e d  no t  r efu s e  to  give
t h e  sig ns,  af t e r  h e  h a d  do n e  so  wi t h  t h e  s econ d  lieu t e n a n t .

“I wis h  to  c h a n g e  my  vot e?  for  I do n’t
t hink  it w a s  fai rly given  b efor e ,” s aid  t h e
c a p t ain,  w h e n  h e  h a d  go n e  t h ro u g h  all t h e  for m s  of
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t h e  r e co g ni tion.

“Ce r t ainly, Ca p t ain  Gordo n,  if you  d e si r e  to
do  so.”

For t u n a t ely for  S h uffles,  t h e  c a p t ain  did  no t  p rolon g
t h e  conve r s a tion;  for  o t h e r s  w e r e  w ai ting  a n  op po r t u ni ty
to  m a k e  t h e m s elves  know n  to  t h e  cons pi r a tor. 
On e  af t e r  a no t h er, t h ey s alu t e d  S h uffles  in t h e  w ais t ,
inq ui ring  a bo u t  t h e  w e a t h er, a n d  m a kin g  t h e  r e q uisi t e
signs.   The  c a p t ain  el ec t  w a s  filled  wi th  indign a tion
a n d  r a g e  a g ain s t  Pelh a m,  w ho  h a d  pl aye d  off t hi s  t rick
u po n  hi m; b u t  h e  w a s  co m p elle d  to  m e e t  all w ho  c a m e,
a n d  go  t h ro u g h  t h e  signs  wit h  t h e m,  w hile  t h e  “ou t side r s,”
sc a t t e r e d  a bo u t  t h e  d e ck, s tood  w a tc hin g  t h e  m o tions
wi th  in t e ns e  d eligh t .   H e  wo uld  fain  h ave  fled,
b u t  h e  could  no t  le ave  t h e  d e ck; a n d  h e  w a s  af r aid
t h a t  a ny imp a tie nc e,  o r  a  r efus al  to  a n s w e r  t h e  signs ,
wo uld  involve  hi m  in a  wo r s e  difficul ty.

At las t  t h e  nin e  illeg al vote r s  h a d  “m a d e  t h e m s elves
know n,” a n d  h aving  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  t h ei r  vote s
mig h t  b e  c h a n g e d,  S h uffles  w a s  r el e a s e d  fro m  to r t u r e .  
H e  w a s  bo t h  al a r m e d  a n d  indign a n t .   H e  h a d  no t
b e e n  a ble  to  a s c e r t ain  w h a t  w a s  m e a n t  by “th e
o r a to r  of t h e  d ay;” a n d  h e  b e g a n  to  fea r  t h a t
Pelha m  h a d  expos e d  t h e  w hole,  o r  a  p a r t ,  of t h e  r e al
p u r pos es  of t h e  Lea g u e.   H e  w a s  e n r a g e d  t h a t  h e
h a d  r ev e ale d  a ny thing.   Eve n  t h e  c a p t ain  a n d  t h e
s eco n d  lieu t e n a n t  h a d  m a d e  all t h e  signs ,  a n d  t h ey
could  no t  h ave  don e  so  wi thou t  t h e  a s sis t a nc e  of a
t r ai tor.

“It’s all u p  wi t h  u s,  Wilton,” s aid
S h uffles,  a s  t h ey  m e t  n e a r  t h e  for e m a s t .

“Wh a t  is?”

“Pelh a m  h a s  blow e d  t h e  w hole  t hing.”
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“No!” exclaim e d  Wilton,  al mos t  p a r alyze d
by t h e  infor m a tion.

“H e  h a s .   The  c a p t ain  a n d  s eve r al  of t h e
office r s  m a d e  all t h e  signs  to  m e  jus t  now.  We
s h all s p e n d  ou r  ti m e  in t h e  b rig  for  t h e  n ex t  m o n t h .”

“Did Pelh a m  do  it?”

“Yes.”

“Th a t  w a s  m e a n,” a d d e d  Wilton,  his  fac e
p ale  wit h  t e r ror.

“H e  will fall ove r bo a r d  a ccide n t ally so m e  d ay,”
a d d e d  S h uffles,  s h akin g  hi s  h e a d.

“Don’t do  t h a t ,  S h uffles,” p ro t e s t e d
t h e  frigh t e n e d  confed e r a t e .

“I will, if I g e t  a  c h a n c e.”

“You will only m a k e  t h e  m a t t e r  t e n  tim e s  wo r s e
t h a n  it is.”

Mo n ro e  joine d  t h e m,  a n d  w a s  info r m e d  of t h e  d e s p e r a t e
si t u a tion  of t h e  Le a g u e.

“It’s all you r  faul t,  S h uffles,”
s aid  Mon ro e,  indig n a n tly “I do n’t bl a m e
Pelha m.”

“You do n’t!  H e  h a s  told  a  doze n  ou t side r s
how  to  m a k e  t h e  signs,  a n d  le t  t h e m  in to  t h e  s ec r e t s
of t h e  Ch ain,  for  all I know.”

“If h e  h a s ,  w e  m ay  t h a nk  you  for  it,  S h uffles.  
You ch e a t e d  hi m,  a n d  playe d  a  m e a n  t r ick  u po n  hi m,”
r e plied  Mo n ro e.   “I would n’t  h ave  s tood
it  if I h a d  b e e n  h e .”
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“Pelh a m  is a  t r ai tor, a n d  you  a r e  a no t h er.”

“No m a t t e r  w h a t  h e  is, o r  w h a t  I a m.   You
go t  all t hos e  fellows  to  vote  for  you, a n d  ch e a t e d
hi m  ou t  of t h e  pl ac e  t h a t  b elon g e d  to  hi m.”

“Did you  t hink  I w a s  going  to  h ave  hi m  c a p t ain,
af t e r  I h a d  go t  u p  t h e  Ch ain,  a n d  do n e  all t h e  wo rk?”

“You a g r e e d  to  leave  it  ou t  to  t h e  fellows  w ho
s ho uld  b e  c a p t ain.   They vot e d,  a n d  you  c h e a t e d,”
a d d e d  Mo n ro e.   “I’ve h a d  e no u g h  of
t h e  Ch ain; a n d  if a ny fellow m a k e s  t h e  signs  a g ain,
I s h all no t  no tic e  t h e m.”

“H u m p h!   I t’s a  p r e t ty  ti m e  to  t alk
so,  af t e r  t h e  w hole  t hing  is le t  ou t .”

“Well, I will fac e  t h e  m u sic,  a n d  g e t  ou t  of
it  t h e  b e s t  w ay I c a n.   I w a s  a  fool to  join t h e
Ch ain.”

“So w a s  I,” s aid  Wilton.

The r e  w a s  no  difficul ty in a r riving  a t  s uc h  a  conclu sion
af t e r  t h e  affai r  h a d  b e e n  expos e d;  a n d  t h e  s e n ti m e n t s
of Wilton  a n d  Mon ro e  w e r e ,  o r  would  soon  b e ,  t h e  s e n tim e n t s
of all t h e  m e m b e r s  of t h e  Le a g u e.   S h uffles  r e alized
t h e  t r u t h  of t h e  old  a d a g e ,  t h a t  r a t s  d e s e r t  a  sinking
s hip,  a n d  h e  b e g a n  to  feel lonely in hi s  g uil t  a n d
his  fea r  of expos u r e .   Bu t  h e  could  no t  forgive
Pelha m  for  his  p e rfidy, forg e t tin g  t h a t  e a c h  h a d  b e e n
t r e a c h e ro u s  to  t h e  o t h er.

In  t h e  fir s t  do g  w a t c h  on  t h a t  d ay, w hile  S h uffles’
h e a r t  w a s  s till r a nkling  wi th  h a t r e d  tow a r d s  t h e  alleg e d
t r ai tor, t h e  rivals  m e t  in  t h e  w ais t ,  w hich  w a s  co m m o n
g ro u n d  to  office r s  off d u ty a n d  s e a m e n.

“I w a n t  to  s e e  you, Pelha m,” s aid  S h uffles,
in  a  low to n e.

“Well, you  do  s e e  m e—do n’t
you?” lau g h e d  Pelh a m  w ho,  feeling  t h a t  h e  w a s
now  eve n  wi th  his  r ival, w a s  in exc ellen t  h u m or.
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“Things  a r e  going  w ro n g  wi th  u s .”

“O, no; I t hink  no t .”

“Will you  m e e t  m e  on  t h e  top-g allan t  for ec as tle ,
w h e r e  w e  s h all no t  b e  dis t u r b e d?” a sk e d  S h uffles.

“Th a t  is no t  exac tly t h e  pl ac e  for  a n  officer.”
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“You a r e  off d u ty, a n d  you  c a n  go  w h e r e  you
ple as e.”

“Wh a t  do  you  w a n t  of m e ?”

“I w a n t  to  h ave  a n  u n d e r s t a n din g.”

“I s u p pos e  you  t hink  w e  h ave  too  m a ny m e m b e r s—do n’t
you?” a sk e d  Pelh a m,  ligh tly.

“The  m o r e  t h e  b e t t er.”

“I’ll m e e t  you  t h e r e .”

S h uffles  w e n t  to  t h e  pl ac e  d e sign a t e d  a t  onc e,  w h e r e
h e  w a s  soon  follow e d  by t h e  fou r t h  lieu t e n a n t .

“Well, S h uffles,  w h a t  is it?” d e m a n d e d
Pelha m,  a s ,  wit h  on e  h a n d  on  t h e  s h e e t  of t h e  for e-top m a s t
s t ays ail, h e  looke d  ove r  t h e  bow  a t  t h e  bo n e  in t h e
t e e t h  of t h e  s hip.

“Wh a t  is it?  Don’t you  know  w h a t
it  is?” r e plie d  S h uffles,  a n g rily.

“Upo n  my life, I do n’t  know.”

“You h av e  b e e n  a  t r ai tor,” exclaim e d  S h uffles,
wi th  s ava g e  e a r n e s t n e s s.

“O! h av e  I?”

“You know  you  h ave.”

“Pe r h a p s  you  would  b e  willing  to  t ell m e  w h e r ein
I h ave  b e e n  a  t r ai tor,” a d d e d  Pelh a m,  lau g hin g;
for  h e  w a s  e njoying  t h e  sc e n e  h e  h a d  wi tn e s s e d  in
t h e  w ais t ,  w h e n,  on e  af t e r  a no t h er, t h e  “ou t sid e r s”
h a d  m a d e  t h e  sig ns  to  his  r ival.

“You h av e  b e t r aye d  t h e  s e c r e t s  of t h e  Ch ain.”
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“H ave  I?”

“Didn’t you  give  t h e  signs  to  Pa ul Kend all,
t h e  c a p t ain,  a n d  h alf a  doz e n  o t h e r s?”

“But,  my  d e a r  fellow, t h ey  a r e  m e m b e r s ,”
r e plied  Pelh a m,  c h uckling.

“They a r e  no t?  a n d  you know  t h ey a r e  no t.”

“But,  S h uffles,  jus t  conside r  t h a t  all of t h e m
vote d  for  you.”

“I do n’t  c a r e  for  t h a t .”

“I do.   You r e cog nize d  t h e m  a s  m e m b e r s  fi r s t ,
a n d  I couldn’t do  les s  t h a n  you  did.”

“You a r e  a  t r ai to r!” s aid  S h uffles,  r e d
in t h e  face  wi t h  p a s sion;  a n d  t h e  wor d  his s e d  t h ro u g h
his  close d  t e e t h.

“Well, jus t  a s  you  like:  w e  won’t
q u a r r el  a bo u t  t h e  m e a ning  of wo r ds ,” r e plie d
Pelha m,  g ayly; for  h e  e njoyed  t h e  disco mfitu r e  of hi s
rival, a n d  fel t  t h a t  S h uffles  d e s e rve d  all h e  go t ,
for  t h e  foul pl ay of w hich  h e  h a d  b e e n  g uil ty on  t h e
b allo t.

“You pl e d g e d  you r s elf to  b e  ho n e s t ,  a n d  s t a n d
by t h e  vot e,  fai r  o r  foul.”

“Very t r u e ,  my  d e a r  fellow? a n d  I do  so. 
Give  m e  you r  o r d e r s,  a n d  I will ob ey t h e m.”

“But  you  h ave  expos e d  t h e  w hole  t hing,”
r e to r t e d  S h uffles.   “Wh a t  c a n  w e  do  now,
w h e n  Kend all a n d  t h e  c a p t ain  know  all a bo u t  it?”

“They do n’t  know  a ny m o r e  t h a n  t h e  law
allows.  Besid es ,  t h ey a r e  m e m b e r s.   Didn’t
t h ey  vot e  for  you?  Didn’t  t h ey know  b e a n s?”
con tinu e d  Pelh a m,  in t h e  m os t  t a n t alizing  of ton es .

“Do you  m e a n  to  insul t  m e?” d e m a n d e d  S h uffles,
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u n a ble  to  con t rol his  r a g e .

“Not  I. I r e s p ec t  you  too  m u c h.   You a r e
t h e  c a p t ain—t h a t  is to  b e—of
t h e  s hip,” lau g h e d  Pelha m.   “The  c a p t ain,
t h e  s econ d  lieu t e n a n t ,  a n d  all t h e  flunkies,  vot e d
for  you? a n d,  of cou r s e ,  I couldn’t b e  so  d eficie n t
in  poli t e n e s s  a s  to  ins ul t  on e  w ho——”

At t h a t  m o m e n t  Pelha m  r e move d  his  h a n d  fro m  t h e  s h e e t ,
a n d  S h uffles,  ir ri t a t e d  b eyon d  con t rol a t  t h e  b a din a g e
of his  co m p a nion, g ave  hi m  a  s u d d e n  p u s h,  a n d  t h e
fou r t h  lieu t e n a n t  w e n t  dow n  in to  t h e  s u r g e s ,  u n d e r
t h e  bo w  of t h e  s hip.
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As Pelh a m  dis a p p e a r e d  b e n e a t h  t h e  w aves,  S h uffles
w a s  a p p alled  a t  hi s  ow n  a c t;  for  eve n  h e  h a d  no t  s u nk
so  low a s  to  con t e m pla t e  m u r d er.  The  d e e d  w a s
no t  p r e m e di t a t e d .   I t  w a s  do n e  on  t h e  s p u r  of a n g ry
excit e m e n t ,  w hich  d e t h ro n e d  his  r e a so n.   The  chief
con s pi r a to r  h a d  so  oft e n  a n d  so  ligh tly u s e d  t h e  lang u a g e
of t h e  Le a g u e,  a bo u t  “falling  ove r bo a r d  a c cide n t ally,”
t h a t  h e  h a d  b e co m e  fa milia r  wi t h  t h e  ide a;  a n d,  p e r h a p s,
t h e  d e e d  s e e m e d  les s  t e r rible  to  hi m  t h a n  it r e ally
w a s.   Wh e n  t h e  a c t  w a s  do n e,  on  t h e  imp uls e  of
t h e  m o m e n t ,  h e  r e alized  his  ow n  si t u a tion,  a n d  t h a t
of his  vic tim.   H e  wo uld  h ave  give n  a ny t hing  a t
t h a t  ins t a n t ,  a s  h e  looke d  dow n  u po n  t h e  d a rk  w aves,
to  h ave  r e c alle d  t h e  d e e d;  b u t  i t w a s  too  la t e .  
S elf-r e p ro ac h  a n d  t e r ro r  ove r w h el m e d  hi m.

“M a n  ove r bo a r d!” h e  s ho u t e d  wi th  d e s p e r a tion,
a s  h e  t h r e w  off hi s  p e a-jacke t ,  a n d  dived,  h e a d  for e mos t ,
fro m  t h e  for ec a s tle  into  t h e  s e a.

His  fir s t  imp uls e  h a d  b e e n  to  do  a  foul d e e d;  hi s
n ex t,  to  u n do  it.  S h uffles  w a s  a  po w e rful s wim m er. 
The  oce a n  w a s  his  el e m e n t.   H e  s t r uck  t h e  w a t e r
h a r dly a n  ins t a n t  af t e r  Pelh a m;  a n d  t h e  s hip,  w hich
w a s  u n d e r  all s ail, m a king  nin e  kno t s,  h u r ri e d  on
h e r  cou r s e,  le aving  t h e  rivals  to  b uffe t  t h e  w ave s
u n aid e d.

“M a n  ove r bo a r d!” c ri ed  office r s  a n d  s e a m e n,
on  all p a r t s  of t h e  s hip’s d e ck.

“H a r d  dow n  t h e  h el m,  q u a r t e r m a s t e r!   Let
go  t h e  life-b uoys!” s ho u t e d  Kend all, w ho  w a s
t h e  office r  of t h e  d eck.

“H a r d  dow n,  sir.  Buoy ove r bo a r d ,”
r e plied  Ben nin g ton  t h e  q u a r t e r m a s t e r  a t  t h e  h el m.

“Clea r  a w ay t h e  t hi rd  c u t t e r!” a d d e d  Kend all.

The  o r d e r s  w e r e  r a pidly give n  for  b a cking  t h e  m ain-tops ail,
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w hile  t h e  cou r s e s  w e r e  clew e d  u p;  b u t  t h e  s hip  w e n t
on  a  conside r a ble  di s t a n c e  b efor e  h e r  h e a d w ay could
b e  a r r e s t e d .

Whe n  Pelha m  w e n t  dow n  in to  t h e  w a t er, h e  h a d  b e e n
inju r e d  by t h e  fall; a n d  t hou g h  h e  s t r uck  ou t  to  s ave
hi m s elf, it  w a s  no t  wi t h  his  u s u al skill a n d  vigo r;
for, like  hi s  co m p a nion  in t h e  w a t er, h e  w a s  a  good
s wi m m er.  S h uffles  h a d  s t r uck  t h e  w ave s  in p ro p e r
a t ti t u d e ,  a n d  w a s  in con di tion  to  exe r t  a ll hi s  pow e r s
w h e n  h e  c a m e  to  t h e  s u rfac e.   H e  s w a m  tow a r d s
Pelha m,  in t e n t  u po n  r e n d e rin g  hi m  t h e  a s sis t a nc e  h e
mig h t  r e q ui r e.

“Do you  m e a n  to  d row n  m e?” g a s p e d  Pelh a m,
w ho  s u p pos e d  hi s  r ival h a d  follow e d  hi m  ove r bo a r d
for  t h e  p u r pos e  of co m ple ting  his  work.

“I m e a n  to  s ave  you, Pelh a m,” r e plied
S h uffles.   “Ca n  you  s wim?”

“I’m h u r t .”

“Give m e  you r  h a n d,  a n d  I will s u p po r t  you.”

S h uffles  took t h e  offe r e d  h a n d  of Pelh a m,  w ho  w a s
a ble  to  s wim  a  li t tle,  a n d  s u p po r t e d  hi m  till t h ey
could  r e a c h  t h e  life-b uoy, w hich  h a d  b e e n  d rop p e d
fro m  t h e  s t e r n  of t h e  s hip  w h e n  t h e  al a r ming  c ry w a s
give n.

“Wh e r e  a r e  you h u r t?” a sk e d  S h uffles,
a s  soon  a s  t h ey  h a d  g r a s p e d  t h e  b uoy.

“My s to m a c h  s t r uck  t h e  w a t er,” r e plied
Pelha m,  fain tly.

The  t hi rd  c u t t e r  h a d  b e e n  lowe r e d  in to t h e  w a t e r  a s
soon  a s  t h e  s hip’s h e a d w ay w a s  s top p e d,  a n d
w a s  now  within  a  few ya r ds  of t h e  b uoy.
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“Will you  forgive  m e,  Pelh a m?   I w a s  b e sid e
mys elf,” s aid  S h uffles,  w h e n  his  co m p a nion  h a d
r e cove r e d  b r e a t h  af t e r  hi s  exe r tions.

“You h av e  s ave d  m e,  S h uffles.   I s hould
h ave  gon e  dow n  withou t  you.”

“Will you  forgive  m e?” ple a d e d  t h e  p e ni t e n t .  
“I did  no t  m e a n  to  inju r e  you.”

“N eve r  min d  it; w e  wo n’t s ay a  wo r d  a bo u t
it,” a n s w e r e d  Pelha m,  a s  t h e  bo a t  c a m e  u p.

They w e r e  a s sis t e d  in to  t h e  c u t t er, a n d  t h e  oa r s m e n
p ulled  b ack  to  t h e  s hip.   Wh e n  t h e  p a r ty r e a c h e d
t h e  d e ck,  a  c h e e r  b u r s t  fro m  a  po r tion  of t h e  c r e w;
b u t  Wilton,  Mon ro e,  a n d  a  few o th e r s ,  b elieving  t h a t
Pelha m  h a d  “fallen  ove r bo a r d  a ccid e n t ally,”
w e r e  a p p alled  a t  t h e  p ro b a ble  cons e q u e n c es  of t h e
eve n t .

Pelha m  w a s  a s sis t e d  to  t h e  af t e r  c a bin,  w h e r e  Dr.
Wins tock im m e dia t ely a t t e n d e d  hi m.   H e  w a s  no t
s e riously inju r e d;  a n d  t h e  n ex t  d ay  h e  w a s  a bl e  to
b e  on  d e ck,  a n d  do  d u ty.

“How w a s  t h a t?” a sk e d  Wilton,  w h e n  S h uffles
h a d  c h a n g e d  his  clo t h e s ,  a n d  w a r m e d  hi m s elf a t  t h e
s tove,  a s  t h ey m e t  in t h e  w ais t .

S h uffles  looke d  s a d  a n d  sole m n.   H e  m a d e  no  r e ply.

“Did h e  fall ove r bo a r d  a c cide n t ally?”
d e m a n d e d  Wilton.

“Don’t a sk  m e.”

“You ju m p e d  in af t e r  hi m,  a n d  s ave d  hi m,  t h ey
s ay,” a d d e d  Wilton;  “so, I s u p pos e ,  it
w a s  r e ally a n  a c cide n t .”
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S h uffles  s till m a d e  no  r e ply.

CHAPTER XX.

THE E ND OF THE CHAIN LEAGUE.

The  fac t  t h a t  S h uffles  h a d  plun g e d  in to  t h e  s e a ,  a n d
labo r e d  so  effec tively for  t h e  r e s c u e  of t h e  fou r t h
lieu t e n a n t ,  blind e d  t h e  eyes  of “ou r  fellows,”
w ho,  knowing  t h e  p e n al ty of t r e ac h e ry  to  t h e  “Ch ain,”
mig h t  o t h e r wis e  h ave  s u s p ec t e d  t h a t  h e  h a d  “fallen
ove r bo a r d  a ccid e n t ally,” or, in  o t h e r  wo r ds ,
t h a t  h e  h a d  b e e n  p u s h e d  in to  t h e  w a t e r  by  his  u n sc r u p ulous
rival.  Wilton,  Mon ro e,  a n d  Adler, h a d  disc us s e d
t h e  m a t t er, a n d  r e a c h e d  t h e  conclusion  t h a t  Pelh a m
h a d  b e e n  knock e d  ove r  by  t h e  s h a king  of t h e  s t ays ail
s h e e t ,  o r  t h a t  h e  h a d  r e ally fallen  a c cide n t ally. 
They h a d  b e e n  a p p alled  a n d  ho r rified  by t h e  eve n t;
a n d  t hos e  w ho  w e r e  di sg us t e d  wi t h  t h e  Lea g u e  w e r e  no t
dis pos e d  to  b e t r ay  its  s e c r e t s;  for  it w a s  possible,
t hou g h  no t  p ro b a ble,  t h a t  t h e  mis h a p  w hich  h a d  b efallen
Pelha m  w a s  a n  incide n t  in t h e  his to ry of t h e  “Ch ain.”

Whe n  a  wicke d  m a n  o r  a  wicke d  boy exce e d s  his  av e r a g e
wicke d n e s s ,  t h e  exce s s  so m e ti m e s  p ro d uc e s  a  m o r al
r e a c tion.   A p e r son  w ho  tipple s  m o d e r a t ely m ay
h ave  t h e  d r u nk a r d’s  fa t e  vividly for e s h a dow e d
to  hi m  by g e t tin g  a b solu t ely d r u nk  hi ms elf, a n d  t h u s
b e  induc e d  to  a b a n do n  a  d a n g e ro u s  p r a c tice.   Tha t
loa t h so m e  dis e a s e,  s m all pox, so m e ti m e s  leaves  t h e
p a ti e n t  b e t t e r  t h a n  it  finds  hi m; a n d  t h ro u g h,  a n d
on  a cco u n t  of, t h e  viles t  sin  m ay  co m e  t h e  sin n e r’s
r efo r m a tion.

S h uffles  h a d  exc e e d e d  hi ms elf in wicke d n e s s;  a n d  t h e
fac t  t h a t  hi s  foul d e sign  w a s  no t  eve n  s u s p e c t e d  by
a ny o th e r  p e r so n  t h a n  hi s  in t e n d e d  victi m  did  no t
di minis h  his  s elf-r e p ro ac h e s .   H e  s h u d d e r e d  w h e n
h e  t ho u g h t  of t h e  r e m o r s e  w hich  m u s t  h ave  g n a w e d  his
so ul d u ring  t h e  r e s t  of his  life tim e  if Pelha m  h a d
b e e n  d ro w n e d.   H e  wo uld  h av e  b e e n  a  m u r d e r e r ;
a n d  w hile  so  m a ny  kn e w  t h e  p e n al ty of t r e ac h e ry  to
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t h e  Lea g u e,  h e  could  h a r dly h av e  e sc a p e d  s us picion
a n d  d e t e c tion.
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A r e a c tion  h a d  b e e n  p ro d uc e d  in hi s  min d;  b u t  it  w a s
no t  a  h e al thy m ove m e n t  of t h e  m o r al  n a t u r e .   I t
w a s  no t  so  m u c h  t h e  a wful c ri m e  h e  h a d  imp ulsively
co m mit t e d ,  a s  t h e  t e r rible  cons e q u e n c e s  w hich  wo uld
h ave  follow e d,  t h a t  c a u s e d  hi m  to  s h rink  fro m  it.  
I t  w a s  a n  a wful c ri m e,  a n d  his  n a t u r e  r evolt e d  a t
it.  H e  could  no t  h ave  don e  it wi t ho u t  t h e  im p uls e
of a n  ins a n e  p a s sion; b u t  it  w a s  d r e a dful b e c a u s e  it
wo uld  h ave  s h u t  hi m  ou t  fro m  socie ty; b e c a u s e  it  would
h ave  pl ac e d  t h e  m a rk  of C ain  u po n  hi m; b e c a u s e  t h e
d u n g eo n  a n d  t h e  g allows  w e r e  b eyon d  it,—r a t h e r
t h a n  b e c a u s e  it w a s  t h e  s ac rifice  of a  h u m a n  life,
of on e  c r e a t e d  in t h e  ima g e  of God.

S h uffles  w a s  in  a  s t a t e  of t e r ror, a s  on e  w ho  h a s
jus t  e s c a p e d  fro m  a n  a wful g ulf t h a t  yaw n e d  b efo r e
hi m.  H e  w a s  no t  sinc e r ely p e ni t e n t ,  a s  on e  w ho
feels  t h e  e no r mi ty of his  offenc e.   H e  w a s  no t
p r e p a r e d  to  a ck nowled g e  his  sin  b efo r e  God, w hos e
law h e  h a d  ou t r a g e d.

Whe n  Pelha m  c a m e  on  d e ck, on  t h e  d ay af t e r  t h e  exci ting
eve n t ,  h e  g r e e t e d  S h uffles  wi t h  hi s  a cc us to m e d  s u avity,
a n d  s e e m e d  no t  to  b e a r  a ny m alice  in  his  h e a r t  a g ain s t
t h e  a u t ho r  of his  misfo r t u n e.   Office r s  a n d  s e a m e n
a s  w ell a s  t h e  p rincip al a n d  t h e  p rofes so r s ,  con g r a t ul a t e d
hi m  u po n  his  e sc a p e  fro m  t h e  p e ril w hich  h a d  m e n a c e d
hi m; a n d  all co m m e n d e d  S h uffles  for  his  p ro m p t  a n d
no ble  effo r t s  in r e s c uin g  hi m.   Pelha m  dis s e n t e d
fro m  no n e  of t h ei r  conclusions ,  a n d  w a s  a s  g e n e ro u s
in hi s  p r ais e  of t h e  d elive r e r  a s  t h e  occ a sion  r e q ui r e d .

S h uffles  w a s  r a t h e r  a s to nis h e d  to  find  hi ms elf a  lion
on  bo a r d,  a n d  a t  b eing  s p e cially t h a nk e d  by Mr. Lowing to n
for  hi s  h u m a n e  exe r tions  in s aving  a  s hip m a t e .  
H e  w a s  so  w a r mly a n d  so  g e n e ro u sly co m m e n d e d  t h a t  h e
al mos t  r e a c h e d  t h e  conclusion  hi ms elf t h a t  h e  h a d  do n e
a  good  t hing.   H e  w a s  no t  s a tisfied  wi th  hi ms elf. 
H e  w a s  in  t h e  po w e r  of Pelh a m,  w ho,  by  a  wo r d ,  could
c h a n g e  t h e  c u r r e n t  of po p ula r  s e n ti m e n t  a n d  a r r aig n
hi m  for  t h e  g r av es t  of c rim e s.   If t h e  fou r t h
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lieu t e n a n t  s pok e,  S h uffles  r e alized  t h a t  h e  s ho uld
b e  s h u n n e d  a n d  d e s pis e d,  a s  w ell a s  h a t e d  a n d  fea r e d ,
by  all on  bo a r d  t h e  s hip.   I t  w a s  q ui t e  n a t u r al,
t h e r efo r e ,  for  hi m  to  d e si r e  a  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n din g
wi th  Pelha m.

The  Lea g u e  h a d  fallen  in to con t e m p t ,  a t  lea s t  for
t h e  p r e s e n t .   Even  “ou r  fellows” would
no t  h ave  s pi ri t  e no u g h  to  s t rike  t h e  blow; b e sid e s,
t h e  t e r rible  g ulf fro m  w hic h  S h uffles  h a d  jus t  e s c a p e d
w a s  too  vivid in his  min d  to  p e r mi t  hi m  to  pl ac e  hi ms elf
on  t h e  b rink  of a no t h er.  So  fa r  t h e  r e a c tion
w a s  s alu t a ry.

“Wh e n  m ay  I s e e  you, Mr. Pelh a m?” s aid
S h uffles  a s  t h ey  c a m e  tog e t h e r  in t h e  w ais t .

“We will visit  t h e  top-g alla n t  for ec a s tle  a g ain,
a n d  s e e  if w e  c a n  u n d e r s t a n d  how  I h a p p e n e d  to  fall
ove r bo a r d  for  r e ally I’m no t  in t h e  h a bi t  of
doing  s uc h  t hings,” r e plie d  Pelh a m,  wi t h  a  s mile.

They w alke d  forw a r d  tog e t h er, a n d  m o u n t e d  t h e  ladd e r
to  t h e  plac e  indic a t e d.

“Sh uffles,  I n eve r  p aid  m u c h  a t t e n tion  to  t h e
s n a p p e r  of t h e  tog gle  b efor e ,  a n d  n eve r  s u p pos e d  it
m e a n t  a ny thing  in p a r ticular,” con tin u e d  Pelh a m,
a s  h e  pl ac e d  hi m s elf in t h e  posi tion  h e  h a d  occ u pied
b efo r e  h e  w e n t  ove r  t h e  bow.  “Am I in a ny
d a n g e r  now?”
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“No, Pelha m,  no!” r e plied  S h uffles,  e a r n e s tly. 
“You p rovoke d  m e  so  by you r  cool t a u n t s  t h a t
I p u s h e d  you  ove r  b efo r e  I t hou g h t  w h a t  I w a s  a bo u t .”

“Did you  r e ally m e a n  to  d ro w n  m e?”

“Upo n  my so ul, I did  no t .   If you  kn e w  how
I fel t  w h e n  I s a w  you  s t rike  t h e  w a t er, a n d  r e alized
w h a t  I h a d  do n e,  you  wo uld  forgive  m e .”

“I h ave  don e  t h a t  al r e a dy, S h uffles.”

“I would  h ave  given  my ow n  life  for  you r s  a t
t h a t  ins t a n t ,  Pelh a m.”

“You s ave d  m e,  af t e r  all, S h uffles.   Whe n
I w e n t  over, I e i t h e r  hi t  t h e  side  of t h e  s hip,  o r
s t r uck  my s to m a c h  on  t h e  w a t er, for  all t h e  b r e a t h
s e e m e d  to  b e  knocke d  ou t  of m e .   I h a r dly kn e w
w h a t  I w a s  a bo u t  in t h e  w a t e r  till I s a w  you. 
At fir s t  I s u p pos e d  you  h a d  jum p e d  ove r bo a r d  to  finish
you r  job.”

“You w ro n g e d  m e;  I wo uld  h av e  s ave d  you, if
I h a d  b e e n  s u r e  of p e ris hin g  mys elf.”

“You did  s ave  m e,  a n d  I a m  willing  to  le t  t h a t
a c t  offse t  t h e  o th er.”

“I’m g r a t eful to  you for  t hi s, Pelh a m.  
You t r e a t  m e  b e t t e r  t h a n  I d e s e rve.”

“N eve r  min d  it now; w e  will c all it  s q u a r e ,”
r e plied  Pelh a m,  ligh tly.  “How a bo u t  t h e
Ch ain,  S h uffles?   We s h all b e  in sig h t  of lan d
by to-m o r row.”

“We c a n’t  do  a ny t hin g  now.”

“Why no t?”
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“How c a n  w e?   Afte r  w h a t  h a s  h a p p e n e d,  I
will no t  r e p ro ac h  you  for  w h a t  you  did.   You know
how  you  p rovoke d  m e.   You h ave  expos e d  t h e  w hole
affai r  to  t h e  office r s.”

“Not  a  bi t  of it.”

“No.”

“Ce r t ainly no t .   Did you  eve r  know Augus t u s
Pelha m  to  viola t e  his  obliga tions?” d e m a n d e d
Pelha m  with  digni ty.

“N eve r  b efor e;  b u t  t h e  c a p t ain,  t h e  s econ d  lieu t e n a n t
a n d  s eve n  o t h e r s,  w ho  wo uld  no  m o r e  join t h e  Le a g u e
t h a n  t h ey wo uld  s t e al  you r  pock e t-book, w e n t  t h ro u g h
all t h e  signs  wit h  m e.”

“They all vot e d  too,” laug h e d  Pelh a m.

“I a m  willing  to  confes s  t h a t  I pl aye d  off a
m e a n  t rick  u po n  you.”

“And I h av e  only m a d e  mys elf eve n  wit h  you. 
I h ave  no t  b e t r aye d  a  single  s ec r e t  of t h e  Ch ain  to
a ny on e  no t  pos t e d—exc e p t  t h e  sig ns.  
If I h a d ,  of cou r s e  you  a n d  I wo uld  bo t h  h av e  b e e n
in t h e  b rig  b efo r e  t his  t im e.”

“I w a s  p uzzled  to  find  no t hin g  w a s  s aid,”
a d d e d  S h uffles.

“No on e  knows  a ny t hin g.   The  Ch ain  is a s
p e rfec t  a s  ever.  Give  m e  you r  o r d e r s,  a n d  I will
c a r ry  t h e m  ou t .”

“The  fellows  h ave  b a ck e d  ou t  now.”

“The n,  of cou r s e ,  w e  m u s t  do  t h e  s a m e.  
I do u b t  w h e t h e r  w e  could  h av e  c a r ri e d  t h e  t hing  ou t .”

“No m a t t e r  w h e t h e r  w e  could  o r  no t;  w e  m u s t
d ro p  it for  t h e  p r e s e n t .   The  fellows  all s u p pos e
t h ey a r e  c a u g h t  now, a n d  exp e c t  eve ry  m o m e n t  to  b e
h a ule d  u p  to  t h e  m a s t  for  a n  inves tig a tion.”
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“They a r e  all s afe; a t  le a s t  w e  c a n  p u rc h a s e
t h ei r  s afe ty for  t e n  s hillings  a pi ec e,” laug h e d
Pelha m.

“Pu rc h a s e  it!” exclai m e d  S h uffles,  mys tified
by t h e  lan g u a g e  of his  co m p a nion.

“Jus t  so—p u rc h a s e  it,” a d d e d
Pelha m; a n d  h e  p roc e e d e d  to  infor m  his  la t e  r ival
of t h e  t rick  h e  h a d  inve n t e d  in r e t ali a tion  for  t h e
on e  S h uffles  h a d  p u t  u po n  hi m.
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“It  w a s  ti t  for  t a t ,” s aid  S h uffles.

“I told  no t hing  w hich  would  h a r m  ei t h e r  of u s,
for  I a m  jus t  a s  d e e p  in t h e  m u d  a s  you  a r e  in t h e
mi r e.”

“Th a t’s t r u e .   We m u s t  h a n g  tog e t h er.”

“I ho p e  no t ,” r e plied  Pelha m,  laug hing.  
“We h av e  go t  in to  t his  sc r a p e ,  a n d  w e  m u s t  g e t
ou t  of it.”

“Su p pos e  t h e  c a p t ain  o r  t h e  s eco n d  lieu t e n a n t
s ho uld  m a k e  t h e  sig ns  to  on e  of ou r  fellows, a n d  h e
s ho uld  t ell w h a t  w e  w e r e  goin g  to  do.”

“I told  all my  r e c r ui t s  no t  to  a n s w e r  a ny sig ns
now, w ho eve r  m a d e  t h e m.”

“I did  t h e  s a m e,  w h e n  I foun d  t h e  c a p t ain  kn e w
t h e m.”

“The n  w e  a r e  s afe; b u t  t h e  silve r  pi tc h e r  m u s t
b e  for t hco min g.”

“The  fellows  will a ll b e  gl ad  e no u g h  to  g e t
ou t  of t his  sc r a p e  by p aying  t e n  s hillings.”

“Very w ell; t h e n  eve ry on e  of t h e m  m u s t  sig n
a n  o r d e r  on  Mr. Lowing to n  for  t e n  s hillings,  p aya ble
to  Dr. Wins tock,” a d d e d  Pelh a m.

“They will do  it.  Are  you  s u r e  no t hing
h a s  le ake d  ou t?”

“Very s u r e ;  t h e r e  wo uld  h av e  b e e n  a  t r e m e n do us
co m m otion  b efo r e  t his  ti m e,  if ou r  r e al  objec t  h a d
b e e n  eve n  s u s p ec t e d .”

“No dou b t  of t h a t .”
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“Afte r  all, S h uffles,  do  you  r e ally t hink  w e
int e n d e d  to  t ak e  t h e  s hip?”

“I did; I know  t h a t .”

“I do n’t  b elieve  I did,” s aid  t h e
fou r t h  lieu t e n a n t .   “Not hing  s e e m e d  ex ac tly
r e al  to  m e,  u n til I w e n t  ove r bo a r d.”

“It  w a s  m o r e  r e al  to  m e  t h e n  t h a n  eve r  b efo r e,”
r e plied  S h uffles.   “Wh a t  s h all w e  do  wi th
t h e  Ch ain  now?”

“Not hing;  w e  m ay  w a n t  to  u s e  i t a g ain,  so m e
ti m e.   Let  ev e ry fellow ke e p  s till.  Whe n
t h e  p rincip al g e t s  his  silve r  pi tc h er, w hic h  t h e  doc to r
will p roc u r e  a s  soon  a s  h e  c a n  go  u p  to  Cork,  h e  will
t hink  t h e  m e m b e r s  of t h e  Ch ain  a r e  t h e  b e s t  fellows
on  bo a r d.”

“I t hink  you  h ave  sold  t h e  w hole  of u s ,  Pelha m,”
con tinu e d  S h uffles,  wi th  a  s h e e pis h  s mile.   “H e r e’s
t h e  e n d  of t h e  Ch ain——”

“Yes, a n d  w e  m ay  b e  t h a nkful t h a t  it isn’t
t h e  e n d  of a  ro p e  ins t e a d  of a  c h ain,” laug h e d
Pelha m.   “The  p e n al ty of m u tiny is d e a t h .”

“I h ave  h a d  no  fea r  of t h a t ;  it wo uld  h ave  b e e n
r e g a r d e d  only a s  a  la rk.   But  it is r e ally a m u sing
to  t hink  w h e r e  w e  h ave  co m e  ou t ,” a d d e d  S h uffles.  
“We for m e d  t h e  ‘Chain’ b e c a u s e  Lowing to n
w a s  ty r a n nical; m os t  of t h e  fellows  joine d  it b e c a u s e
h e  took t h ei r  m o n ey fro m  t h e m.”

“P recis ely so.”

“And w e  a r e  going  to  e n d  it by giving  Lowing ton
a  silve r  pi tch er, in toke n  of ou r  r e s p ec t  a n d  e s t e e m!”

“In o t h e r  wo r d s ,  S h uffles,  w e  h ave  pl aye d  t his
g a m e,  a n d  w hipp e d  ou t  e a c h  o t h er, wi t ho u t  a ny h elp
fro m  t h e  p rincipal.  It  w a s  m e a n  b u sin e s s—I
r e ally t hink  so; a n d  w hile  w e  w e r e  t rying  to  ove r r e ac h
e a c h  o t h er, t h e  g a m e  slipp e d  t h ro u g h  ou r  fing e r s.  
I a m  r e ally g r a t eful w h e n  I t hink  w h a t  a n  a wful sc r a p e
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w e  h ave  avoide d.”

“Pe r h a p s  you  a r e  ri gh t ,” r e plied  S h uffles,
t hou g h tfully; “bu t  t h e r e  w a s  fun  in t h e  sc h e m e.”

“The r e  mig h t  h ave  b e e n,  if w e  h a d  s ucc e e d e d;
b u t  it wo uld  h ave  b e e n  a ny t hin g  b u t  fun  if w e  h a d
failed.   So m e  of u s  wo uld  h ave  foun d  q u a r t e r s
in t h e  b rig,  a n d  w e  s ho uld  no t  h ave  b e e n  allow e d  to
go  on  s ho r e  w h e n  w e  r e a c h e d  Qu e e n s tow n.”
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“A fellow wo n’t w a n t  to  go  on  s ho r e  wi tho u t
a ny m o n ey,” g ro wle d  S h uffles,  w ho  w a s  no t  w holly
c u r e d  of his  discon t e n t .

“Sinc e  I w e n t  ove r bo a r d  I h ave  b e e n  t hinking
a  g r e a t  d e al  of t his  m a t t er.  I h ave  co m e  to  t h e
conclusion  t h a t  Mr. Lowing to n  is no t  t h e  wor s t  m a n
in t h e  wo rld.”

“H e  is h a r s h  a n d  ty r a n nic al.”

“I do n’t  t hink  h e  ou g h t  to  h ave  t ak e n
ou r  m o n ey fro m  u s;  b u t  I jud g e  hi m  fro m  all hi s  a c t s ,
no t  by  on e  alon e.”

Pelha m  s e e m e d  to  h av e  t u r n e d  ove r  a  n e w  leaf, a n d
to  b e  sinc e r ely so r ry for  his  a t t i t u d e  of r e b ellion.  
S h uffles  w a s  no t  to  b e  convinc e d;  h e  w a s  to  b e  ove r w h el m e d
in a no t h e r  m a n n er.

The  rivals  s e p a r a t e d,  wit h  t h ei r  diffe r e nc e s  r e m ove d
a n d  wi t h  full confide nc e  in e a c h  o t h er.  Pelh a m
w ro t e  t hi r ty-on e  o rd e r s  on  t h e  p r incip al for  t e n  s hillings
e a c h,  in favor  of t h e  s u r g eo n,  d u ring  hi s  off-tim e
on  t h a t  d ay, w hich  w e r e  to  b e  sig n e d  a n d  h a n d e d  to
Pa ul Kend all.  As op po r t u ni ty occ u r r e d,  t h e  “sit u a tion”
w a s  explaine d  to  t h e  m e m b e r s  of t h e  Lea g u e;  a n d  t ho u g h
m a ny  of t h e m  g rowle d  a t  t h e  ide a  of giving  a  p r e s e n t
to  Mr. Lowing to n  for  t aking  t h ei r  m o n ey fro m  t h e m,
no t  on e  of t h e m  r efus e d  to  sign  t h e  o r d e r s;  no n e  of
t h e m  d a r e d  to  r efus e.

In  d u e  tim e  Dr. Wins tock  h a d  poss e s sion  of all t h e s e
lit tle  d r af t s ,  a m o u n ting  in t h e  a g g r e g a t e  to  fift ee n
po u n d s,  t e n  s hillings,  w hich  would  p u r c h a s e  q ui t e
a  r e s p e c t a ble  piec e  of pl a t e .   Paul Kend all w a s
t h e  h a p pie s t  s t u d e n t  on  bo a r d,  for  t h e  p r e s e n t a tion
h e r ald e d  t h e  e r a  of good  feeling.   The  Lea g u e
w a s  vir t u ally d e a d  for  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  if no t  for ever. 
The  inh e r e n t  evil of t h e  o rg a niza tion,  wi th  t h e  bicke rin gs
a n d  b a d  p a s sions  of its  m e m b e r s ,  h a d  killed  it—t h e
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t u r tl e  h a d  s w allow e d  his  ow n  h e a d.

The  w e a t h e r  con tinu e d  fine; t h e  ro u tine  of s hip’s
d u ty a n d  t h e  s t u dies  w e n t  on  wit ho u t  in t e r r u p tion.  
On  t h e  t w e n ty-fou r t h  d ay ou t ,  a t  t h r e e  b ells  in t h e
af t e r noon  w a t c h,  a  t r e m e n do us  exci t e m e n t  w a s  c r e a t e d
on  bo a r d.

“Lan d  on  t h e  po r t  bow!” s ho u t e d  on e  of
t h e  c r ew, w ho  h a d  b e e n  s t a tion e d  on  t h e  for e  ya r d-a r m
a s  a  lookou t.

All on  d e ck  s p r a n g  in to t h e  ri ggin g,  to  g e t  a  sig h t
of t h e  w elco m e  s ho r e .   I t  looke d  like  a  fog  b a nk
in t h e  dis t a nc e;  t h e r e  w a s  r e ally no t hing  to  b e  s e e n ,
b u t  t h e  fac t  t h a t  t h e  s hip  w a s  in sigh t  of lan d  w a s
e no u g h  to  c r e a t e  a n  exci t e m e n t  a m o n g  t h e  boys.

At t h r e e  b ells, in  t h e  fir s t  do g  w a tc h,  t h e  lan d  w a s
dis tinc tly visible.   I t  w a s  t h e  Isla n d  of Dur s ey,
a n d  w a s  now  s e e n  on  t h e  b e a m,  w hile  o t h e r  lan d  a p p e a r e d
in sig h t  a h e a d.   I t  w a s  S u n d ay, a n d  all h a n d s  w e r e
a t  libe r ty to  e njoy t his  fi r s t  view of t h e  n e w  con tin e n t .  
The  boys  t hou g h t  t h e  lan d  looke d  jus t  like  t h a t  t h ey
h a d  las t  s e e n  on  t h e  s ho r e  of t h e  w e s t e r n  con tine n t ,
a n d  p e r h a p s  so m e  of t h e m  w e r e  dis a p poin t e d  b e c a u s e
eve ry thin g  looke d  so  n a t u r al.

The  office r s  a n d  c r e w  w e r e  imp a tie n t  to  m a k e  t h ei r
d e s tin e d  po r t ;  b u t  t h e  win d  s u b side d  a s  t h e  s u n  w e n t
dow n  on  t h a t  q uie t  S a b b a t h  d ay on  t h e  oce a n.  
The  s hip  h a r dly m a d e  t w e n ty miles  b efo r e  d ayligh t  in
t h e  m o r ning.
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At eig h t  o’clock, on  Mo n d ay, w h e n  Paul Kend all
h a d  t h e  d e ck,  t h e  Young  Ame ric a  w a s  off Fas t n e t  Rock,
a n d  no t  m o r e  t h a n  h alf a  mile  fro m  it.  I t  is
a bo u t  t e n  miles  fro m  Ca p e  Clear, a n d  is a  solit a ry
rock  rising  ou t  of t h e  s e a ,  on  w hich  a  ligh t ho us e
is loc a t e d .   The  w a t e r  a ro u n d  it w a s  cove r e d  wi th
s m all bo a t s  e n g a g e d  in fishing.   The  po r t  w a t c h
w e r e  all on  d e ck,  a n d  t h e  sc e n e  w a s  full of in t e r e s t
to  t h e m.   The  p eo ple  w ho m  t h ey s a w  b elon g e d  to
a no t h e r  con tine n t  t h a n  t h a t  in w hich  t h ey  lived.  
All w a s  n e w  a n d  s t r a n g e  to  t h e m,  a n d  all w e r e  in t e r e s t e d
in obs e rving  t h e  di s t a n t  s ho r e ,  a n d  t h e  objec t s  n e a r
t h e  s hip.

At on e  b ell in t h e  af t e r noon  w a tc h,  w h e n  t h e  Young
Ame rica  w a s  off Gally H e a d,  all h a n d s  w e r e  pip e d  to
m u s t er.  Mr. Lowing ton,  on  t akin g  t h e  ro s t r u m,
s aid  t h a t  h e  h a d  r e c eive d  a  p e ti tion  sig n e d  by a  m ajo ri ty
of t h e  office r s  a n d  c r ew.

“A p e ti tion  to  go  a s ho r e ,  I s u p pos e ,”
s aid  S h uffles  to  Pelh a m.

“I t hink  no t ,” lau g h e d  t h e  fou r t h  lieu t e n a n t ,
w ho  a p p e a r e d  to  know  w h a t  w a s  co min g.

“Youn g  g e n tle m e n,” con tinu e d  t h e  p r incip al,
w hos e  fac e  wor e  a n  u n u s u ally pl e a s a n t  s mile,  “a
few d ays  sinc e  you  w e r e  all filled  wit h  a d mi r a tion
a t  t h e  no ble  con d uc t  of on e  of you r  n u m b er, w ho  s ave d
t h e  life  of a no t h e r  a t  t h e  p e ril of his  ow n.”

“Want  to  go  a s ho r e ,  S h uffles?” w his p e r e d
Pelha m.

S h uffles  w a s  too  m u c h  confus e d  to  m a k e  a ny r e ply;
h e  did  no t  know  w h e t h e r  h e  w a s  to  b e  p r ai s e d  o r  bl a m e d.

“I h ave  r e c eived  a  p e ti tion,  r e q u e s tin g  m e  to
a p poin t  Rob e r t  S h uffles  s e con d  lieu t e n a n t  of t h e  s hip,
in  pl ac e  of Pa ul Kend all, r e sig n e d,” a d d e d  Mr.
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Lowing to n.

S h uffles  w a s  ove r w h el m e d  wi th  a s tonish m e n t ,  a n d  a
la rg e  p ro po r tion  of t h e  s t u d e n t s  r e c eive d  t h e  a n no u nc e m e n t
wi th  h e a r ty a p pla us e .

“Youn g  g e n tle m e n,  I h ave  only to  s ay  t h a t  t h e
p e ti tion  is g r a n t e d .   I ou g h t  to  a d d,  ho w ever,
t h a t  no  office r  will los e  hi s  r a nk,  exc e p t  Mr. Kend all,
w ho,  a t  his  ow n  d e si r e ,  will t ak e  t h e  vaca n t  n u m b e r
in t h e  s t e e r a g e ,  no w  b elon gin g  to  Rob e r t  S h uffles,
p ro m ot e d.   I t ak e  g r e a t  pl e a s u r e  in  g r a n tin g  t his
p e ti tion,  b e c a u s e  t h e  r e q u e s t  is ho no r a ble  to  you,
a n d  s how s  a  p ro p e r  a p p r eci a tion  of t h e  no ble  con d u c t
of you r  s hip m a t e .   But  le t  m e  a d d,  t h a t  you  s ho uld
divide  you r  a d mi r a tion  b e t w e e n  t h e  on e  w ho  r e s c u e d
his  frie n d  fro m  d e a t h,  a n d  hi m  w ho  volun t a rily r e sig n e d
his  ho no r a ble  posi tion  in t h e  af t e r  c a bin,  in o r d e r
to  m a k e  a  plac e  in w hich  m e ri t  could  b e  a ck nowled g e d
a n d  r e w a r d e d.   N o t hing  b u t  a  m a t t e r  of life  a n d
d e a t h  could  h ave  ind uc e d  m e  to  va ry t h e  discipline
of t h e  s hip.   Young  g e n tl e m e n,  you a r e  di s miss e d
fro m  m u s t er.”

“Thr e e  c h e e r s  for  Pa ul Kend all!” s ho u t e d
on e  of t h e  boys.

They w e r e  given.

“Thr e e  c h e e r s  for  Rob e r t  S h uffles!” a d d e d
Pa ul; a n d  t h ey  w e r e  give n.

“Mr. S h uffles  will r e p ai r  to  t h e  af t e r  c a bin,
w h e r e  h e  will b e  q u alified,  a n d  t ak e  hi s  posi tion
a t  onc e .”

“Mr. Lowing ton,  I m u s t  d e cline  Mr. Kend all’s
g e n e ro us  offer,” in t e r pos e d  S h uffles,  w ho  w a s
a c t u ally c hoking  wi th  e m o tion.
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“This  m a t t e r  h a s  b e e n  w ell conside r e d ,  S h uffles,”
r e plied  t h e  p rincipal; “an d  a s  it  is t h e  d e si r e
of a  la r g e  m ajori ty of you r  s hip m a t e s  t h a t  you  s hould
a c c e p t  t h e  posi tion,  I t hink  you  h a d  b e t t e r  do  so.”

“The r e  isn’t  a  s t u d e n t  in t h e  s hip  w ho
d e si r e s  i t so  m u c h  a s  I do,” a d d e d  Pa ul, wit h
g e n e ro us  e n t h u si a s m  “You know I told  you  I would
like  to  b e  in t h e  s t e e r a g e ,  for  I h ave  alw ays  b e e n
a n  officer.”

“Allow m e  till to-nigh t ,  if you  pl e a s e ,  to  conside r
it, Mr. Lowing ton,” r e plied  S h uffles,  a s  h e
g r a s p e d  t h e  h a n d  of Pa ul.

“Ce r t ainly, if you  d e si r e  it.”

S h uffles  w a s  ove r w h el m e d  by t h e  m a g n a ni mity of Pa ul
a n d  t h e  kind n e s s  of t h e  p rincipal.  At t h a t  m o m e n t
h e  wo uld  h av e  give n  eve ry thing  to  b e  s uc h  a  you n g
m a n  a s  t h e  s eco n d  lieu t e n a n t;  to  b e  a s  good  a n d  t r u e ,
a s  fre e  fro m  evil t hou g h t s  a n d  evil p u r pos es ,  a s  h e
w a s.   A ligh t  h a d  d a w n e d  u po n  t h e  r e b el  a n d  t h e
plot t e r  w hic h  h e  h a d  n eve r  s e e n  b efo r e.   Goodn e s s
a n d  t r u t h  h a d  vindica t e d  t h e m s elves,  a n d  ove rw h el m e d
t h e  g uil ty on e.

“Mr. S h uffles,  I con g r a t ul a t e  you  on  you r  p ro motion,”
s aid  t h e  ch a plain,  ex t e n ding  hi s  h a n d.

“I c a n no t  a c c e p t  i t, sir,” r e plied  t h e
r e p e n t a n t  m alcon t e n t  “I wo uld  like  to  s p e a k
wi th  you alon e,  Mr. Agne a u.”

The  ch a pl ain  took hi m  to  his  s t a t e  roo m  in t h e  m ain
c a bin?  a n d  t h e r e ,  S h uffles,  con q u e r e d  a n d  s u b d u e d
by t h e  kind n e s s  of his  frien d s,  confes s e d  t h e  t e r rible
c ri m e  h e  h a d  co m mit t e d—t h a t  h e  h a d  p u s h e d
Pelha m  ove r bo a r d.

The  ch a pl ain  w a s  confoun d e d  a t  t his  confes sion,  b u t
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s till m o r e  so  w h e n  t h e  s elf-convic t e d  cons pi r a to r
r eve al ed  all t h e  s e c r e t s  of “The  Ch ain.” 
S h uffles  m e n tion e d  no  n a m e s;  h e  took all t h e  g uil t
u po n  hi m s elf.

“I a m  a s to nis h e d,  my  d e a r  you n g  frien d,”
s aid  t h e  ch a plain.   “Is  it  possible  t h e
life  you  s ave d  w a s  imp e rilled  by  you r  ow n  violen t
p a s sions?”

“It  is t r u e ,  sir,” r e plied  S h uffles,  h a r dly
a ble  to  con t rol hi s  feelings.

“The n  I t hink  you  h a d  b e t t e r  no t  a c c e p t  t h e
p ro m otion  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  offe r e d  to  you.”

“I will no t;  I wo uld  jum p  ove r bo a r d  fir s t .  
I a m  willing  to  b e  p u nis h e d;  I d e s e rve  it.”

“Sh uffles,  you  h ave  al mos t  a to n e d  for  you r  e r ro r s
by confe ssing  t h e m;  a n d  you r  cou r a g eo u s  con d u c t ,  af t e r
you  h a d  p u s h e d  Pelh a m  in to  t h e  s e a,  p roves  t h a t  you
since r ely r e p e n t e d  t h a t  a c t .   S h all I t ell Mr.
Lowing to n  w h a t  you  h ave  s aid?”

“Yes, si r;  le t  hi m  know  m e  a s  I a m;  le t  hi m
d e s pis e  m e  a s  I d e s e rv e,” r e plied  S h uffles,
wiping  a w ay a  g e n uin e  t e a r  of r e p e n t a nc e.

Mr. Agne a u  t alke d  to  t h e  p e ni t e n t  for  t wo  ho u r s;  a n d
finally h e  p r aye d  wi th  hi m  a n d  for  hi m.   If n eve r
b efo r e,  t h e  m o r al  con di tion  of t h e  c ulp ri t  w a s  now
ho p eful, a n d  t h e  ch a plain  labo r e d  e a r n e s tly a n d  fai thfully
to  give  hi m  rig h t  views  of his  r el a tions  to  God  a n d
his  fellow-b eings .

“Paul,” s aid  S h uffles,  w h e n  h e  m e t  hi s
g e n e ro us  a n d  s elf-s ac rificing  frien d  in t h e  w ais t ,
af t e r  t h e  confe r e n c e  in t h e  s t a t e  r oo m,  “I a m
t h e  m e a n e s t  a n d  viles t  fellow on  bo a r d.”
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“No, you  a r e  no t!” exclaim e d  Pa ul.

“I would  give  t h e  wo rld  to  b e  like  you.”

“No, no!   You w ro n g  you r s elf, a n d  ove r do
m e.”

“I h ave  confes s e d  all to  t h e  c h a plain,  a n d  you
will soon  know  m e  a s  I a m,  Paul.  I will no t  t ak e
you r  pl ac e  in t h e  c a bin.   Your kind n es s  a n d  g e n e rosi ty
h ave  ove rco m e  m e.   You h ave  co nvinc e d  m e  t h a t  doing
righ t  is alw ays  t h e  b e s t  w ay.”

Pa ul did  no t  know w h a t  to  m a k e  of t his  r e m a rk a ble
confession;  b u t ,  af t e r  s u p p er, a ll h a n d s  w e r e  pip e d
to  m u s t e r  a g ain,  t h e  s hip  b ein g  off Kins ale  H e a d,
n e a rly b e c al m e d.   The  c h a plain  h a d  info r m e d  t h e
p rincip al of t h e  s u b s t a n c e  of S h uffles’ confe ssion.  
Mr. Lowing ton  lau g h e d  a t  “The  Ch ain  Le a g u e,”
t h e  sig ns  a n d  t h e  p a s s wor ds ,  a n d  r e g a r d e d  t h e  m u tiny
a s  a  m a t t e r  of lit tl e  cons e q u e nc e.   H e  did  no t
b elieve  t h a t  S h uffles  o r  his  follow e r s ,  h a d  r e ally
in t e n d e d  to  t ak e  t h e  s hip.   The  p rojec t  w a s  too
m o ns t ro us  to  b e  c r e dible.   The  fac t  t h a t  t h e  cons pi r a to r
h a d  a t t e m p t e d  t h e  life  of his  co m p a nion  w a s  a  g r ave
m a t t er, a n d  it w a s  t r e a t e d  a s  s uc h.   Mr. Agne a u
w a s  e n ti r ely confide n t  of t h e  since ri ty of t h e  c ulp ri t’s
r e p e n t a n c e .   S h uffles  h a d  r efus e d  to  t ak e  t h e  p roffe r e d
p ro m otion,  w hich  w a s  a b u n d a n t  evide nc e  t h a t  h e  w a s
in e a r n e s t .

The  p e ni t e n t  w a s  s e n t  for, a n d  r e p e a t e d  hi s  confes sion
to  t h e  p rincip al.  H e  did  no t  a sk  to  b e  exe m p t e d
fro m  p u nish m e n t;  b u t  h e  did  a s k  to  b e  forgiven.  
H e  w a s  forgive n;  b u t  w h e n  t h e  c r e w  w e r e  pip e d  to  m u s t e r
all t h e  p a r ticul a r s  of t h e  in t e n d e d  m u tiny w e r e  expos e d
to  t h e  a s to nis h e d  “ou t sid e r s .”  Pa ul
u n d e r s tood  it  now.  Mr. Lowing ton  ridicule d  t h e
m u tiny; b u t  h e  s pok e  ve ry s e riously of t h e  cons e q u e nc e s
of ins u bo r din a tion.
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“Youn g  g e n tle m e n,  S h uffles  h a s  no t  m e n tion e d
t h e  n a m e  of a  single  s t u d e n t  in co n n e c tion  wi th  t his
silly cons pi r acy; h e  h a s  a sk e d  to  b e  excus e d  fro m
doing  so.   I g r a n t  his  r e q u e s t ,  a n d  I ho p e  t h a t
all w ho  h ave  e n g a g e d  in t h e  affai r  a r e  a s  sinc e r ely
so r ry  for  t h ei r  con n e c tion  wi th  it a s  h e  is. 
U n d e r  t h e  ci rcu m s t a n c e s,  S h uffles  will no t  b e  p ro mot e d.  
Young  g e n tl e m e n,  you  a r e  dis miss e d.”

“Sh uffles  w a s  a  good  fellow to  ke e p  u s  in t h e
d a rk,” w hisp e r e d  S a n bo r n  to  Wilton.

“Keep  s till,” r e plie d  Wilton.   “We
a r e  lucky to  g e t  ou t  of t h e  sc r a p e  on  a ny t e r m s .”

So  t ho u g h t  all of t h e m;  a n d  it  w a s  c e r t ainly m a g n a ni mo us
on  t h e  p a r t  of t h e  c hief cons pi r a to r  to  b e  willing
to  a s s u m e  all t h e  g uil t,  a n d  s uffe r  all t h e  p u nis h m e n t.  
The r e  w a s  e no u g h  of good  in S h uffles  to  s ave  hi m  fro m
t h e  evil of his  n a t u r e .

“Paul, t h e r e  is on e  m o r e  t hing  I m u s t  t ell you,”
s aid  S h uffles,  t h a t  ev e ning,  w hile  t h e  s hip  lay b e c alm e d
off Kins al e.   “You r e m e m b e r  w h e n  I told
you  a bo u t  t h e  g a m bling  in  t h e  s t e e r a g e?”

“I do.”

“I w a s  d e c eiving  you  t h e n.   I only expos e d
t h e  fellows  in o r d e r  to  m a k e  t ro u ble.   I kn e w
t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t s  wo uld  b e  clos ely w a t c h e d,  a n d  t h e
r ul e s  m o r e  s t r ic tly e nforc e d,  w hich  wo uld  m a k e  t h e m
m a d.”

“Wh a t  did  you  w a n t  to  m a k e  t h e m  m a d  for?”
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“So t h a t  t h ey would  join t h e  Le a g u e.”

“Well, you  did  a  good  t hing  for  t h e  s hip  a n d
for  t h e  fellows, if you r  m o tives  w e r e  no t  good,”
r e plied  Pa ul.  “It  w a s  good  ou t  of evil,
a ny w ay.”

“I do n’t  t hink  h alf so  m a ny fellows  would
h ave  joine d  if Mr. Lowing to n  h a d n’t  t ak e n  t h ei r
m o n ey fro m  t h e m.”

“H ave  you  s e e n  a ny g a m bling  sinc e?”

“Not  a  bi t  of it, Paul.”

“I a m  gla d  to  know  t h a t .”

“On e  t hin g  m o r e;  you  know  all t h e  m e m b e r s  of
t h e  Lea g u e,  Paul.”

“I?”

“Yes? you  h ave  t h ei r  n a m e s  on  t h e  o r d e r s,  for
t e n  s hillings  e a c h.”

“So I h ave;  b u t  w e  will m a k e  a  g e n e r al  affai r
of t h e  p r e s e n t a tion,  a n d  t h a t  will cove r  u p  t h e  w hole
of t h e m.”

“Th a nk  you, Paul.  You d e s pise  m e  a s  m u c h
a s  I like  a n d  r e s p e c t  you.”

“I do n’t  d e s pis e  you, S h uffles.   You
h ave  don e  w ro n g,  b u t  I r e s p ec t  you  for  u n doing  t h e
evil you h a d  m e di t a t e d.   We a r e  all w e ak  a n d  e r rin g,
a n d  w e  c a n’t affo rd  to  d e s pis e  a ny on e.  
On  t h e  con t r a ry  I like  you,” r e plied  Pa ul, giving
S h uffles  his  h a n d.

“You t r e a t  m e  b e t t e r  t h a n  I d e s e rve,  Paul; b u t
if you  a r e  my frie n d,  I s h all b e  all t h e  b e t t e r  for
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it; a n d  I ho p e  you  will no t  b e  wo r s e .”

The  e n d  of t h e  cons pi r a cy h a d  b e e n  r e a c h e d.   Before
t h e  s hip  c a m e  to  a n c ho r  in t h e  Cove, eve ry boy on
bo a r d  h a d  d r a w n  hi s  o r d e r  on  t h e  p rincip al for  t e n
s hillings,  a n d  t h e  m e m b e r s  of t h e  Lea g u e  w e r e  veiled
b e n e a t h  t h e  m a s s  of n a m e s.

At s u n ri s e,  on  Tue s d ay m o r ning,  t h e  s hip  h a d  a  g e n tle
b r e eze;  a n d  a t  t h r e e  b ells  in t h e  for e noo n  w a tc h,
s h e  w a s  off Roch e s  Poin t,  wi th  t h e  U nion  Jack a t  t h e
fore m a s t-h e a d,  a s  a  sig n al for  a  pilot.   On  t his
exciting  occ a sion,  t h e  s t u dies  a n d  r e ci t a tions  w e r e
s us p e n d e d  to  e n a ble  all t h e  s t u d e n t s  to  s e e  t h e  s ho r e s ,
a n d  e njoy t h e  sc e n e .   The  pilot  m a d e  hi s  a p p e a r a n c e,
g ave  Mr. Lowing ton  t h e  la t e s t  Co rk  p a p e r s ,  a n d  took
c h a r g e  of t h e  s hip.   The  ho n es t  I rish m a n  w a s  no t
a  li t tl e  s u r p ris e d  to  find  t h e  ves s el m a n n e d  “wid
no t hing  in  t h e  wid e  w u rld  b u t  by’s;” b u t
h e  foun d  t h ey w e r e  good  s e a m e n.

The  Young  Ame ric a  r a n  in to  t h e  b e a u tiful b ay  t h ro u g h
t h e  n a r row  op e nin g,  wi th  Ca rlisle  Fo r t  on  t h e  s t a r bo a r d
a n d  Ca m d e n  For t  on  t h e  po r t  h a n d.   The  s t u d e n t s
w e r e  in t e n s ely exci t e d  by  t h e  n e a r  view of t h e  lan d,
of t h e  od d  lit tle  s t e a m e r s  t h a t :   w e n t  w hisking
a bo u t ,  a n d  t h e  dis t a n t  view of Qu e e n s tow n,  on  t h e
slop e  of t h e  hill a t  t h e  h e a d  of t h e  b ay.  They
w e r e  in E u ro p e  now.

“All h a n d s  to  b ring  s hip  to  a nc ho r!” s aid
t h e  fir s t  lieu t e n a n t ,  w h e n  t h e  s hip  w a s  a p p ro ac hing
t h e  tow n.

The  ligh t  s ails  w e r e  fu rle d,  t h e  po r t  a n c ho r  cle a r e d
a w ay, a n d  eve ry p r e p a r a t ion  m a d e  for  t h e  m oo ring  The n
t h e  o rd e r s  to  le t  go  t h e  to ps ail s h e e t s,  clew  u p  t h e
tops ails, a n d  h a ul  dow n  t h e  jib, w e r e  give n.

“Por t  t h e  h el m!   S t a n d  cle a r  of t h e  c a ble!  
Le t  go  t h e  po r t  a n c ho r!”

The  c a ble  r a t t l e d  t h ro u g h  t h e  h a w s e-hole,  t h e  a nc ho r
w e n t  to  t h e  bo t to m,  t h e  Young  Ame ric a  s w u n g  ro u n d,
a n d  h e r  voya g e  a c ross  t h e  oce a n  w a s  h a p pily t e r min a t e d .  
Th r e e  ro using  c h e e r s  w e r e  give n  in ho no r  of t h e  a u s picious
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eve n t ,  a n d  w h e n  t h e  s ails  h a d  b e e n  fu rled,  t h e  c r e w
w e r e  pip e d  to  dinn er.
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And h e r e ,  a t  t h e  close  of t h e  voya g e,  w e  leave  t h e
Young  Ame rica,  wi t h  h e r  office r s  a n d  c r e w  wis e r  a n d
b e t t er, w e  t r u s t ,  t h a n  w h e n  t h ey s ailed  fro m  t h e  s ho r e s
of t h ei r  n a tive  cou n t ry.  They w e r e  now  to  e n t e r
u po n  a  n e w  life  in for eign  lan ds;  a n d  w h a t  t h ey s a w
a n d  w h a t  t h ey did,  on  s e a  a n d  s ho r e ,  d u rin g  t h e  following
w e e ks,  will b e  r el a t e d  in “S HAMROCK AND THISTLE,
o r  Youn g  A m erica in  Ireland  an d  S c o tlan d !”

THE END
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