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Page 1

CHAPTER I — SHIPWRECK.

Once only, in the occasional travelling of thirty years, did I lose any important article of 
luggage; and that loss occurred, not under the haphazard, devil-take-the-hindmost 
confusion of English, or the elaborate misrule of Continental journeys, but through the 
absolute perfection and democratic despotism of the American system.  I had to give up
a visit to the scenery of Cooper’s best Indian novels—no slight sacrifice—and hasten at 
once to New York to repair the loss.  This incident brought me, on an evening near the 
middle of September 1874, on board a river steamboat starting from Albany, the capital 
of the State, for the Empire City.  The banks of the lower Hudson are as well worth 
seeing as those of the Rhine itself, but even America has not yet devised means of 
lighting them up at night, and consequently I had no amusement but such as I could find
in the conversation of my fellow-travellers.  With one of these, whose abstinence from 
personal questions led me to take him for an Englishman, I spoke of my visit to Niagara
—the one wonder of the world that answers its warranty—and to Montreal.  As I spoke 
of the strong and general Canadian feeling of loyalty to the English Crown and 
connection, a Yankee bystander observed—

“Wal, stranger, I reckon we could take ’em if we wanted tu!”

“Yes,” I replied, “if you think them worth the price.  But if you do, you rate them even 
more highly than they rate themselves; and English colonists are not much behind the 
citizens of the model Republic in honest self-esteem.”

“Wal,” he said, “how much du yew calc’late we shall hev to pay?”

“Not more, perhaps, than you can afford; only California, and every Atlantic seaport from
Portland to Galveston.”

“Reckon yew may be about right, stranger,” he said, falling back with tolerable good-
humour; and, to do them justice, the bystanders seemed to think the retort no worse 
than the provocation deserved.

“I am sorry,” said my friend, “you should have fallen in with so unpleasant a specimen of
the character your countrymen ascribe with too much reason to Americans.  I have been
long in England, and never met with such discourtesy from any one who recognised me 
as an American.”

After this our conversation became less reserved; and I found that I was conversing with
one of the most renowned officers of irregular cavalry in the late Confederate service—a
service which, in the efficiency, brilliancy, and daring of that especial arm, has never 
been surpassed since Maharbal’s African Light Horse were recognised by friends and 
foes as the finest corps in the small splendid army of Hannibal.

17



Page 2
Colonel A—— (the reader will learn why I give neither his name nor real rank) spoke 
with some bitterness of the inquisitiveness which rendered it impossible, he said, to trust
an American with a secret, and very difficult to keep one without lying.  We were 
presently joined by Major B——, who had been employed during the war in the conduct 
of many critical communications, and had shown great ingenuity in devising and 
unravelling ciphers.  On this subject a somewhat protracted discussion arose.  I inclined
to the doctrine of Poe, that no cipher can be devised which cannot be detected by an 
experienced hand; my friends indicated simple methods of defeating the processes on 
which decipherers rely.

“Poe’s theory,” said the Major, “depends upon the frequent recurrence of certain letters, 
syllables, and brief words in any given language; for instance, of e’s and t’s, tion and ed,
a, and, and the in English.  Now it is perfectly easy to introduce abbreviations for each 
of the common short words and terminations, and equally easy to baffle the 
decipherer’s reliance thereon by inserting meaningless symbols to separate the words; 
by employing two signs for a common letter, or so arranging your cipher that no one 
shall without extreme difficulty know which marks stand for single and which for several 
combined letters, where one letter ends and another begins.”

After some debate, Colonel A—— wrote down and handed me two lines in a cipher 
whose character at once struck me as very remarkable.

“I grant,” said I, “that these hieroglyphics might well puzzle a more practised decipherer 
than myself.  Still, I can point out even here a clue which might help detection.  There 
occur, even in these two lines, three or four symbols which, from their size and 
complication, are evidently abbreviations.  Again, the distinct forms are very few, and 
have obviously been made to serve for different letters by some slight alterations 
devised upon a fixed rule.  In a word, the cipher has been constructed upon a general 
principle; and though it may take a long time to find out what that principle is, it affords a
clue which, carefully followed out, will probably lead to detection.”

“You have perceived,” said Colonel A——, “a fact which it took me very long to 
discover.  I have not deciphered all the more difficult passages of the manuscript from 
which I took this example; but I have ascertained the meaning of all its simple 
characters, and your inference is certainly correct.”

Here he stopped abruptly, as if he thought he had said too much, and the subject 
dropped.

We reached New York early in the morning and separated, having arranged to visit that 
afternoon a celebrated “spiritual” medium who was then giving seances in the Empire 
City, and of whom my friend had heard and repeated to me several more or less 
marvellous stories.  Our visit, however, was unsatisfactory; and as we came away 
Colonel A—— said—
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“Well, I suppose this experience confirms you in your disbelief?”

“No,” said I.  “My first visits have generally been failures, and I have more than once 
been told that my own temperament is most unfavourable to the success of a seance.  
Nevertheless, I have in some cases witnessed marvels perfectly inexplicable by known 
natural laws; and I have heard and read of others attested by evidence I certainly 
cannot consider inferior to my own.”

“Why,” he said, “I thought from your conversation last night you were a complete 
disbeliever.”

“I believe,” answered I, “in very little of what I have seen.  But that little is quite sufficient 
to dispose of the theory of pure imposture.  On the other hand, there is nothing spiritual 
and nothing very human in the pranks played by or in the presence of the mediums.  
They remind one more of the feats of traditionary goblins; mischievous, noisy, 
untrustworthy; insensible to ridicule, apparently delighting to make fools of men, and 
perfectly indifferent to having the tables turned upon themselves.”

“But do you believe in goblins?”

“No,” I replied; “no more than in table-turning ghosts, and less than in apparitions.  I am 
not bound to find either sceptics or spiritualists in plausible explanations.  But when they
insist on an alternative to their respective theories, I suggest Puck as at least equally 
credible with Satan, Shakespeare, or the parrot-cry of imposture.  It is the very 
extravagance of illogical temper to call on me to furnish an explanation because I say 
’we know far too little of the thing itself to guess at its causes;’ but of the current 
guesses, imposture seems inconsistent with the evidence, and ‘spiritual agency’ with 
the character of the phenomena.”

“That,” replied Colonel A——, “sounds common sense, and sounds even more 
commonplace.  And yet, no one seems really to draw a strong, clear line between non-
belief and disbelief.  And you are the first and only man I ever met who hesitates to 
affirm the impossibility of that which seems to him wildly improbable, contrary at once to
received opinion and to his own experience, and contrary, moreover, to all known 
natural laws, and all inferences hitherto drawn from them.  Your men of science 
dogmatise like divines, not only on things they have not seen, but on things they refuse 
to see; and your divines are half of them afraid of Satan, and the other half of science.”

“The men of science have,” I replied, “like every other class, their especial bias, their 
peculiar professional temptation.  The anti-religious bigotry of Positivists is quite as 
bitter and irrational as the theological bigotry of religious fanatics.  At present the two 
powers countervail and balance each other.  But, as three hundred years ago I should 
certainly have been burnt for a heretic, so fifty or a hundred years hence, could I live so 
long, I should be in equal apprehension of being burnt by some successor of Mr. 
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Congreve, Mr. Harrison, or Professor Huxley, for presuming to believe in Providential 
government.”
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“The intolerance of incredulity,” returned Colonel A——, “is a sore subject with me.  I 
once witnessed a phenomenon which was to me quite as extraordinary as any of the 
‘spiritual’ performances.  I have at this moment in my possession apparently irresistible 
evidence of the reality of what then took place; and I am sure that there exists at a point 
on the earth’s surface, which unluckily I cannot define, strong corroborative proof of my 
story.  Nevertheless, the first persons who heard it utterly ridiculed it, and were disposed
to treat me either as a madman, or at best as an audacious trespasser on that privilege 
of lying which belonged to them as mariners.  I told it afterwards to three gentlemen of 
station, character, and intelligence, every one of whom had known me as soldier, and I 
hope as gentleman, for years; and in each case the result was a duel, which has 
silenced those who imputed to me an unworthy and purposeless falsehood, but has left 
a heavy burden on my conscience, and has prevented me ever since from repeating 
what I know to be true and believe to be of greater interest, and in some sense of 
greater importance, than any scientific discovery of the last century.  Since the last 
occasion on which I told it seven years have elapsed, and I never have met any one but
yourself to whom I have thought it possible to disclose it.”

“I have,” I answered, “an intense interest in all occult phenomena; believing in regard to 
alleged magic, as the scientists say of practical science, that every one branch of such 
knowledge throws light on others; and if there be nothing in your story which it is 
personally painful to relate, you need not be silenced by any apprehension of 
discourteous criticism on my part.”

“I assure you,” he said, “I have no such wish now to tell the story as I had at first.  It is 
now associated with the most painful incident of my life, and I have lost altogether that 
natural desire for sympathy and human interest in a matter deeply interesting to myself, 
which, like every one else, I felt at first, and which is, I suppose, the motive that prompts
us all to relate often and early any occurrence that has keenly affected us, in whatever 
manner.  But I think that I have no right to suppress so remarkable a fact, if by telling it I 
can place it effectually on record for the benefit of men sensible enough to believe that it
may have occurred, especially since somewhere in the world there must yet exist proof 
that it did occur.  If you will come to my rooms in —— Street tomorrow, Number 999, I 
will not promise, but I think that I shall have made up my mind to tell you what I have to 
tell, and to place in your hands that portion of the evidence which is still at my command
—evidence that has a significance of its own, to which my experience is merely 
episodical.”
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I spent that evening with the family of a friend, one of several former officers of the 
Confederacy, whose friendship is the one permanent and valuable result of my 
American tour.  I mentioned the Colonel’s name, and my friend, the head of the family, 
having served with him through the Virginian campaigns, expressed the highest 
confidence in his character, the highest opinion of his honour and veracity; but spoke 
with bitter regret and pain of the duels in which he had been engaged, especially of one 
which had been fatal; remarking that the motive in each instance remained unknown 
even to the seconds.  “I am sure,” he said “that they were not, could not have been, 
fought for the one cause that would justify them and explain the secrecy of the quarrel
—some question involving female honour or reputation.  I can hardly conceive that any 
one of his adversaries could have called in question in any way the personal loyalty of 
Colonel A——; and, as you remarked of General M——, it is too absurd for a man who 
had faced over and over again the fire of a whole brigade, who had led charges against 
fourfold numbers, to prove his personal courage with sword or pistol, or to think that any
one would have doubted either his spirit or his nerve had he refused to fight, whatever 
the provocation.  Moreover, in each case he was the challenger.”

“Then these duels have injured him in Southern opinion, and have probably tended to 
isolate him from society?”

“No,” he replied.  “Deeply as they were regretted and disapproved, his services during 
the war were so brilliant, and his personal character stands so high, that nothing could 
have induced his fellow-soldiers to put any social stigma upon him.  To me he must 
know that he would be most welcome.  Yet, though we have lived in the same city for 
five years, I have only encountered him three or four times in the street, and then he 
has passed with the fewest possible words, and has neither given me his address nor 
accepted my urgent invitations to visit us here.  I think that there is something in the 
story of those duels that will never be known, certainly something that has never been 
guessed yet.  And I think that either the circumstances in which they must have had 
their origin, or the duels themselves, have so weighed upon his spirits, perhaps upon 
his conscience, that he has chosen to avoid his former friends, most of them also the 
friends of his antagonists.  Though the war ruined him as utterly as any of the 
thousands of Southern gentlemen whom it has reduced from wealth to absolute poverty,
he has refused every employment which would bring him before the public eye.”

“Is there,” I asked, “any point of honour on which you could suppose him to be so 
exceptionally sensitive that he would think it necessary to take the life of a man who 
touched him on that point, though afterwards his regret, if not repentance, might be 
keen enough to crush his spirit or break his heart?”
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The General paused for a moment, and his son then interposed—

“I have heard it said that Colonel A—— was in general the least quarrelsome of 
Confederate officers; but that on more than one occasion, where his statement upon 
some point of fact had been challenged by a comrade, who did not intend to question 
his veracity but simply the accuracy of his observation, their brother officers had much 
trouble in preventing a serious difficulty.”

The next day I called as agreed upon my new-found friend, and with some reluctance 
he commenced his story.

“During the last campaign, in February 1865, I was sent by General Lee with 
despatches for Kirby Smith, then commanding beyond the Mississippi.  I was unable to 
return before the surrender, and, for reasons into which I need not enter, I believed 
myself to be marked out by the Federal Government for vengeance.  If I had remained 
within their reach, I might have shared the fate of Wirz and other victims of calumnies 
which, once put in circulation during the war, their official authors dared not retract at its 
close.  Now I and others, who, if captured in 1865, might probably have been hanged, 
are neither molested nor even suspected of any other offence than that of fighting, as 
our opponents fought, for the State to which our allegiance was due.  However, I 
thought it necessary to escape before the final surrender of our forces beyond the 
Mississippi.  I made my way to Mexico, and, like one or two Southern officers of greater 
distinction than myself, entered the service of the Emperor Maximilian, not as mere 
soldiers of fortune, but because, knowing better than any but her Southern neighbours 
knew it the miserable anarchy of Mexico under the Republic, we regarded conquest as 
the one chance of regeneration for that country, and the Emperor Maximilian as a hero 
who had devoted himself to a task heroic at once in its danger and difficulty—the 
restoration of a people with whom his house had a certain historical connection to a 
place among the nations of the civilised world.  After his fall, I should certainly have 
been shot had I been caught by the Juarists in pursuit of me.  I gained the Pacific coast,
and got on board an English vessel, whose captain—loading for San Francisco—-
generously weighed anchor and sailed with but half a cargo to give me a chance of 
safety.  He transferred me a few days afterwards to a Dutch vessel bound for Brisbane, 
for at that time I thought of settling in Queensland.  The crew was weak-handed, and 
consisted chiefly of Lascars, Malays, and two or three European desperadoes of all 
languages and of no country.  Her master was barely competent to the ordinary duties 
of his command; and it was no surprise to me when the first storm that we encountered 
drove us completely out of our course, nor was I much astonished that the captain was 
for some days, partly from fright and partly from drink, incapable of using his sextant to 
ascertain the position of the ship.  One night we were awakened
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by a tremendous shock; and, to spare you the details of a shipwreck, which have 
nothing to do with my story, we found ourselves when day broke fast on a coral reef, 
about a mile from an island of no great size, and out of sight of all other land.  The 
sextant having been broken to pieces, I had no means of ascertaining the position of 
this island, nor do I now know anything of it except that it lay, in the month of August, 
within the region of the southeast trade winds.  We pulled on shore, but, after exploring 
the island, it was found to yield nothing attractive to seamen except cocoa-nuts, with 
which our crew had soon supplied themselves as largely as they wished, and fish, 
which were abundant and easily caught, and of which they were soon tired.  The 
captain, therefore, when he had recovered his sobriety and his courage, had no great 
difficulty in inducing them to return to the ship, and endeavour either to get her off or 
construct from her timbers a raft which, following the course of the winds, might, it was 
thought, bring them into the track of vessels.  This would take some time, and I 
meanwhile was allowed to remain (my own wish) on terra firma; the noise, dirt, and foul 
smells of the vessel being, especially in that climate, intolerable.

“About ten o’clock in the morning of the 25th August 1867, I was lying towards the 
southern end of the island, on a little hillock tolerably clear of trees, and facing a sort of 
glade or avenue, covered only with brush and young trees, which allowed me to see the
sky within perhaps twenty degrees of the horizon.  Suddenly, looking up, I saw what 
appeared at first like a brilliant star considerably higher than the sun.  It increased in 
size with amazing rapidity, till, in a very few seconds after its first appearance, it had a 
very perceptible disc.  For an instant it obscured the sun.  In another moment a 
tremendous shock temporarily deprived me of my senses, and I think that more than an 
hour had elapsed before I recovered them.  Sitting up, somewhat confused, and looking
around me, I became aware that some strange accident had occurred.  In every 
direction I saw such traces of havoc as I had witnessed more than once when a 
Confederate force holding an impenetrable woodland had been shelled at random for 
some hours with the largest guns that the enemy could bring into the field.  Trees were 
torn and broken, branches scattered in all directions, fragments of stone, earth, and 
coral rock flung all around.  Particularly I remember that a piece of metal of considerable
size had cut off the tops of two or three trees, and fixed itself at last on what was now 
the summit of one about a third of whose length had been broken off and lay on the 
ground.  I soon perceived that this miraculous bombardment had proceeded from a 
point to the north-eastward, the direction in which at that season and hour the sun was 
visible.  Proceeding thitherward, the evidences of destruction became every minute 
more
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marked, I might say more universal.  Trees had been thrown down, torn up by the roots,
hurled against one another; rocks broken and flung to great distances, some even 
thrown up in the air, and so reversed in falling that, while again half buried in the soil, 
they exposed what had been their undermost surface.  In a word, before I had gone two
miles I saw that the island had sustained a shock which might have been that of an 
earthquake, which certainly equalled that of the most violent Central American 
earthquakes in severity, but which had none of the special peculiarities of that kind of 
natural convulsion.  Presently I came upon fragments of a shining pale yellow metal, 
generally small, but in one or two cases of remarkable size and shape, apparently torn 
from some sheet of great thickness.  In one case I found embedded between two such 
jagged fragments a piece of remarkably hard impenetrable cement.  At last I came to a 
point from which through the destruction of the trees the sea was visible in the direction 
in which the ship had lain; but the ship, as in a few moments I satisfied myself, had 
utterly disappeared.  Reaching the beach, I found that the shock had driven the sea far 
up upon the land; fishes lying fifty yards inland, and everything drenched in salt water.  
At last, guided by the signs of ever-increasing devastation, I reached the point whence 
the mischief had proceeded.  I can give no idea in words of what I there found.  The 
earth had been torn open, rooted up as if by a gigantic explosion.  In some places 
sharp-pointed fragments of the coral rock, which at a depth of several feet formed the 
bed of the island, were discernible far below the actual surface.  At others, the surface 
itself was raised several feet by debris of every kind.  What I may call the crater—-
though it was no actual hole, but rather a cavity torn and then filled up by falling 
fragments—was two or three hundred feet in circumference; and in this space I found 
considerable masses of the same metallic substance, attached generally to pieces of 
the cement.  After examining and puzzling myself over this strange scene for some time,
my next care was to seek traces of the ship and of her crew; and before long I saw just 
outside the coral reef what had been her bowsprit, and presently, floating on the sea, 
one of her masts, with the sail attached.  There could be little doubt that the shock had 
extended to her, had driven her off the reef where she had been fixed into the deep 
water outside, where she must have sunk immediately, and had broken her spars.  No 
traces of her crew were to be seen.  They had probably been stunned at the same time 
that they were thrown into deep water; and before I came in sight of the point where she
had perished, whatever animal bodies were to be found must have been devoured by 
the sharks, which abounded in that neighbourhood.  Dismay, perplexity, and horror 
prevented my doing anything to solve my doubts or relieve my astonishment
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before the sun went down; and during the night my sleep was broken by snatches of 
horrible dreams and intervals of waking, during which I marvelled over what I had seen, 
scarcely crediting my memory or my senses.  In the morning, I went back to the crater, 
and with some tools that had been left on shore contrived to dig somewhat deeply 
among the debris with which it was filled.  I found very little that could enlighten me 
except pieces of glass, of various metals, of wood, some of which seemed apparently to
have been portions of furniture; and one damaged but still entire relic, which I preserved
and brought away with me.”

Here the Colonel removed a newspaper which had covered a portion of his table, and 
showed me a metallic case beaten out of all shape, but apparently of what had been a 
silvery colour, very little rusted, though much soiled.  This he opened, and I saw at once 
that it was of enormous thickness and solidity, to which and to favouring circumstances 
it owed its preservation in the general ruin he described.  That it had undergone some 
severe and violent shock there could be no question.  Beside the box lay a less 
damaged though still seriously injured object, in which I recognised the resemblance of 
a book of considerable thickness, and bound in metal like that of the case.  This I 
afterwards ascertained beyond doubt to be a metalloid alloy whereof the principal 
ingredient was aluminium, or some substance so closely resembling it as not to be 
distinguishable from it by simple chemical tests.  A friend to whom I submitted a small 
portion broken off from the rest expressed no doubt that it was a kind of aluminium 
bronze, but inclined to believe that it contained no inconsiderable proportion of a metal 
with which chemists are as yet imperfectly acquainted; perhaps, he said, silicon; 
certainly something which had given to the alloy a hardness and tenacity unknown to 
any familiar metallurgical compound.

“This,” said my friend, opening the volume, “is a manuscript which was contained in this 
case when I took it from among the debris of the crater.  I should have told you that I 
found there what I believed to be fragments of human flesh and bone, but so crushed 
and mangled that I could form no positive conclusion.  My next care was to escape from
the island, which I felt sure lay far from the ordinary course of merchant vessels.  A boat 
which had brought me ashore—the smaller of the two belonging to the ship—had 
fortunately been left on the end of the island furthest from that on which the vessel had 
been driven, and had, owing to its remoteness, though damaged, not been fatally 
injured by the shock.  I repaired this, made and fixed a mast, and with no little difficulty 
contrived to manufacture a sort of sail from strips of bark woven together.  Knowing that,
even if I could sustain life on the island, life under such circumstances would not be 
worth having, I was perfectly willing to embark upon a voyage in which I was well

26



Page 10

aware the chances of death were at least as five to one.  I caught and contrived to 
smoke a quantity of fish sufficient to last me for a fortnight, and filled a small cask with 
brackish but still drinkable water.  In this vessel, thus stored, I embarked about a 
fortnight after the day of the mysterious shock.  On the second evening of my voyage I 
was caught by a gale which compelled me to lower the sail, and before which I was 
driven for three days and nights, in what direction I can hardly guess.  On the fourth 
morning the wind had fallen, and by noon it was a perfect calm.  I need not describe 
what has been described by so many shipwrecked sailors,—the sufferings of a solitary 
voyager in an open boat under a tropical sun.  The storm had supplied me with water 
more than enough; so that I was spared that arch-torture of thirst which seems, in the 
memory of such sufferers, to absorb all others.  Towards evening a slight breeze sprang
up, and by morning I came in sight of a vessel, which I contrived to board.  Her crew, 
however, and even her captain, utterly discredited such part of my strange story as I told
them.  On that point, however, I will say no more than this:  I will place this manuscript in
your hands.  I will give you the key to such of its ciphers as I have been able to make 
out.  The language, I believe, for I am no scholar, is Latin of a mediaeval type; but there 
are words which, if I rightly decipher them, are not Latin, and hardly seem to belong to 
any known language; most of them, I fancy, quasi-scientific terms, invented to describe 
various technical devices unknown to the world when the manuscript was written.  I only
make it a condition that you shall not publish the story during my life; that if you show 
the manuscript or mention the tale in confidence to any one, you will strictly keep my 
secret; and that if after my death, of which you shall be advised, you do publish it, you 
will afford no clue by which the donor could be confidently identified.”

“I promise,” said I.  “But I should like to ask you one question.  What do you conceive to 
have been the cause of the extraordinary shock you felt and of the havoc you 
witnessed?  What, in short, the nature of the occurrence and the origin of the 
manuscript you entrust to my care?”

“Why need you ask me?” he returned.  “You are as capable as myself of drawing a 
deduction from what I have told you, and I have told you everything, I believe, that could
assist you.  The manuscript will tell the rest.”

“But,” said I, “an actual eye-witness often receives from a number of little facts which he 
cannot remember, which are perhaps too minute to have been actually and individually 
noted by him, an impression which is more likely to be correct than any that could be 
formed by a stranger on the fullest cross-questioning, on the closest examination of 
what remains in the witness’s memory.  I should like to hear, before opening the 
manuscript, what you believe to have been its origin.
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“I can only say,” he answered, “that what must be inferred from the manuscript is what I 
had inferred before I opened it.  That same explanation was the only one that ever 
occurred to me, even in the first night.  It then seemed to me utterly incredible, but it is 
still the only conceivable explanation that my mind can suggest.”

“Did you,” asked I, “connect the shock and the relics, which I presume you know were 
not on the island before the shock, with the meteor and the strange obscuration of the 
sun?”

“I certainly did,” he said.  “Having done so, there could be but one conclusion as to the 
quarter from which the shock was received.”

The examination and transcription of the manuscript, with all the help afforded me by 
my friend’s previous efforts, was the work of several years.  There is, as the reader will 
see, more than one hiatus valde deflendus, as the scholiasts have it, and there are 
passages in which, whether from the illegibility of the manuscript or the employment of 
technical terms unknown to me, I cannot be certain of the correctness of my translation. 
Such, however, as it is, I give it to the world, having fulfilled, I believe, every one of the 
conditions imposed upon me by my late and deeply regretted friend.

The character of the manuscript is very curious, and its translation was exceedingly 
difficult.  The material on which it is written resembles nothing used for such purposes 
on Earth.  It is more like a very fine linen or silken web, but it is far closer in texture, and 
has never been woven in any kind of loom at all like those employed in any manufacture
known to history or archaeology.  The letters, or more properly symbols, are minute, but 
executed with extraordinary clearness.  I should fancy that something more like a pencil 
than a pen, but with a finer point than that of the finest pencil, was employed in the 
writing.  Contractions and combinations are not merely frequent, but almost universal.  
There is scarcely an instance in which five consecutive letters are separately written, 
and there is no single line in which half a dozen contractions, often including from four 
to ten letters, do not occur.  The pages are of the size of an ordinary duodecimo, but 
contain some fifty lines per page, and perhaps one hundred and fifty letters in each 
line.  What were probably the first half dozen pages have been utterly destroyed, and 
the next half dozen are so mashed, tattered, and defaced, that only a few sentences 
here and there are legible.  I have contrived, however, to combine these into what I 
believe to be a substantially correct representation of the author’s meaning.  The Latin 
is of a monastic—sometimes almost canine—quality, with many words which are not 
Latin at all.  For the rest, though here and there pages are illegible, and though some 
symbols, especially those representing numbers or chemical compounds, are absolutely
undecipherable, it has been possible to effect what I hope will be found a clear and 
coherent translation.  I have condensed the narrative but have not altered or 
suppressed a line for fear of offending those who must be unreasonable, indeed, if they 
lay the offence to my charge.
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One word more.  It is possible, if not likely, that some of those friends of the narrator, for 
whom the account was evidently written, may still be living, and that these pages may 
meet their eyes.  If so, they may be able to solve the few problems that have entirely 
baffled me, and to explain, if they so choose, the secrets to which, intentionally or 
through the destruction of its introductory portion, the manuscript affords no clue.

I must add that these volumes contain only the first section of the MS. record.  The rest, 
relating the incidents of a second voyage and describing another world, remains in my 
hands; and, should this part of the work excite general attention, the conclusion will, by 
myself or by my executors, be given to the public.  Otherwise, on my death, it will be 
placed in the library of some national or scientific institution.

CHAPTER II — OUTWARD BOUND.

...  For obvious reasons, those who possessed the secret of the Apergy [1] had never 
dreamed of applying it in the manner I proposed.  It had seemed to them little more than
a curious secret of nature, perhaps hardly so much, since the existence of a repulsive 
force in the atomic sphere had been long suspected and of late certainly ascertained, 
and its preponderance is held to be the characteristic of the gaseous as distinguished 
from the liquid or solid state of matter.  Till lately, no means of generating or collecting 
this force in large quantity had been found.  The progress of electrical science had 
solved this difficulty; and when the secret was communicated to me, it possessed a 
value which had never before belonged to it.

Ever since, in childhood, I learnt that the planets were worlds, a visit to one or more of 
the nearest of them had been my favourite day-dream.  Treasuring every hint afforded 
by science or fancy that bore upon the subject, I felt confident that such a voyage would
be one day achieved.  Helped by one or two really ingenious romances on this theme, I 
had dreamed out my dream, realised every difficulty, ascertained every factor in the 
problem.  I had satisfied myself that only one thing needful was as yet wholly beyond 
the reach and even the proximate hopes of science.  Human invention could furnish as 
yet no motive power that could fulfil the main requirement of the problem—uniform or 
constantly increasing motion in vacuo—motion through a region affording no resisting 
medium.  This must be a repulsive energy capable of acting through an utter void.  Man,
animals, birds, fishes move by repulsion applied at every moment.  In air or water, 
paddles, oars, sails, fins, wings act by repulsion exerted on the fluid element in which 
they work.  But in space there is no such resisting element on which repulsion can 
operate.  I needed a repulsion which would act like gravitation through an indefinite 
distance and in a void—act upon a remote fulcrum, such as might be the Earth
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in a voyage to the Moon, or the Sun in a more distant journey.  As soon, then, as the 
character of the apergic force was made known to me, its application to this purpose 
seized on my mind.  Experiment had proved it possible, by the method described at the 
commencement of this record, to generate and collect it in amounts practically 
unlimited.  The other hindrances to a voyage through space were trivial in comparison 
with that thus overcome; there were difficulties to be surmounted, not absent or deficient
powers in nature to be discovered.  The chief of these, of course, concerned the 
conveyance of air sufficient for the needs of the traveller during the period of his 
journey.  The construction of an air-tight vessel was easy enough; but however large the
body of air conveyed, even though its oxygen should not be exhausted, the carbonic 
acid given out by breathing would very soon so contaminate the whole that life would be
impossible.  To eliminate this element it would only be necessary to carry a certain 
quantity of lime-water, easily calculated, and by means of a fan or similar instrument to 
drive the whole of the air periodically through the vessel containing it.  The lime in 
solution combining with the noxious gas would show by the turbid whiteness of the 
water the absorption of the carbonic acid and formation of carbonate of lime.  But if the 
carbonic acid gas were merely to be removed, it is obvious that the oxygen of the air, 
which forms a part of that gas, would be constantly diminished and ultimately 
exhausted; and the effect of highly oxygenated air upon the circulation is notoriously too
great to allow of any considerable increase at the outset in the proportion of this 
element.  I might carry a fresh supply of oxygen, available at need, in some solid 
combination like chlorate of potash; but the electricity employed for the generation of the
apergy might be also applied to the decomposition of carbonic acid and the restoration 
of its oxygen to the atmosphere.

But the vessel had to be steered as well as propelled; and in order to accomplish this it 
would be necessary to command the direction of the apergy at pleasure.  My means of 
doing this depended on two of the best-established peculiarities of this strange force:  
its rectilinear direction and its conductibility.  We found that it acts through air or in a 
vacuum in a single straight line, without deflection, and seemingly without diminution.  
Most solids, and especially metals, according to their electric condition, are more or less
impervious to it—antapergic.  Its power of penetration diminishes under a very obscure 
law, but so rapidly that no conceivable strength of current would affect an object 
protected by an intervening sheet half an inch in thickness.  On the other hand, it 
prefers to all other lines the axis of a conductive bar, such as may be formed of 
[undecipherable] in an antapergic sheath.  However such bar may be curved, bent, or 
divided, the current will fill and follow it, and
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pursue indefinitely, without divergence, diffusion, or loss, the direction in which it 
emerges.  Therefore, by collecting the current from the generator in a vessel cased with 
antapergic material, and leaving no other aperture, its entire volume might be sent into a
conductor.  By cutting across this conductor, and causing the further part to rotate upon 
the nearer, I could divert the current through any required angle.  Thus I could turn the 
repulsion upon the resistant body (sun or planet), and so propel the vessel in any 
direction I pleased.

I had determined that my first attempt should be a visit to Mars.  The Moon is a far less 
interesting body, since, on the hemisphere turned towards the Earth, the absence of an 
atmosphere and of water ensures the absence of any such life as is known to us—-
probably of any life that could be discerned by our senses—and would prevent landing; 
while nearly all the soundest astronomers agree in believing, on apparently sufficient 
grounds, that even the opposite hemisphere [of which small portions are from time to 
time rendered visible by the libration, though greatly foreshortened and consequently 
somewhat imperfectly seen] is equally devoid of the two primary necessaries of animal 
and vegetable life.  That Mars has seas, clouds, and an atmosphere was generally 
admitted, and I held it to be beyond question.  Of Venus, owing to her extraordinary 
brilliancy, to the fact that when nearest to the Earth a very small portion of her lighted 
surface is visible to us, and above all to her dense cloud-envelope, very little was 
known; and though I cherished the intention to visit her even more earnestly than my 
resolve to reach the probably less attractive planet Mars, I determined to begin with that
voyage of which the conditions and the probable result were most obvious and certain.  
I preferred, moreover, in the first instance, to employ the apergy as a propelling rather 
than as a resisting force.  Now, after passing beyond the immediate sphere of the 
Earth’s attraction, it is plain that in going towards Mars I should be departing from the 
Sun, relying upon the apergy to overcome his attraction; whereas in seeking to attain 
Venus I should be approaching the Sun, relying for my main motive power upon that 
tremendous attraction, and employing the apergy only to moderate the rate of 
movement and control its direction.  The latter appeared to me the more delicate, 
difficult, and perhaps dangerous task of the two; and I resolved to defer it until after I 
had acquired some practical experience and dexterity in the control of my machinery.

It was expedient, of course, to make my vessel as light as possible, and, at the same 
time, as large as considerations of weight would admit.  But it was of paramount 
importance to have walls of great thickness, in order to prevent the penetration of the 
outer cold of space, or rather the outward passage into that intense cold of the heat 
generated within the vessel itself, as well as to resist the tremendous
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outward pressure of the air inside.  Partly for these reasons, and partly because its 
electric character makes it especially capable of being rendered at will pervious or 
impervious to the apergic current, I resolved to make the outer and inner walls of an 
alloy of ..., while the space between should be filled up with a mass of concrete or 
cement, in its nature less penetrable to heat than any other substance which Nature has
furnished or the wit of man constructed from her materials.  The materials of this cement
and their proportions were as follows. [2]

* * * * *

Briefly, having determined to take advantage of the approaching opposition of Mars in 
MDCCCXX ... [3], I had my vessel constructed with walls three feet thick, of which the 
outer six and the inner three inches were formed of the metalloid.  In shape my 
Astronaut somewhat resembled the form of an antique Dutch East-Indiaman, being 
widest and longest in a plane equidistant from floor and ceiling, the sides and ends 
sloping outwards from the floor and again inwards towards the roof.  The deck and keel,
however, were absolutely flat, and each one hundred feet in length and fifty in breadth, 
the height of the vessel being about twenty feet.  In the centre of the floor and in that of 
the roof respectively I placed a large lens of crystal, intended to act as a window in the 
first instance, the lower to admit the rays of the Sun, while through the upper I should 
discern the star towards which I was steering.  The floor, being much heavier than the 
rest of the vessel, would naturally be turned downwards; that is, during the greater part 
of the voyage towards the Sun.  I placed a similar lens in the centre of each of the four 
sides, with two plane windows of the same material, one in the upper, the other in the 
lower half of the wall, to enable me to discern any object in whatever direction.  The 
crystal in question consisted of ..., which, as those who manufactured it for me are 
aware, admits of being cast with a perfection and equality of structure throughout 
unattainable with ordinary glass, and wrought to a certainty and accuracy of curvature 
which the most patient and laborious polishing can hardly give to the lenses even of 
moderate-sized telescopes, whether made of glass or metal, and is singularly 
impervious to heat.  I had so calculated the curvature that several eye-pieces of 
different magnifying powers which I carried with me might be adapted equally to any of 
the window lenses, and throw a perfect image, magnified by 100, 1000, or 5000, upon 
mirrors properly placed.

I carpeted the floor with several alternate layers of cork and cloth.  At one end I placed 
my couch, table, bookshelves, and other necessary furniture, with all the stores needed 
for my voyage, and with a further weight sufficient to preserve equilibrium.  At the other I
made a garden with soil three feet deep and five feet in width, divided into two parts so 
as to permit access to the windows.  I filled
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each garden closely with shrubs and flowering plants of the greatest possible variety, 
partly to absorb animal waste, partly in the hope of naturalising them elsewhere.  
Covering both with wire netting extending from the roof to the floor, I filled the cages 
thus formed with a variety of birds.  In the centre of the vessel was the machinery, 
occupying altogether a space of about thirty feet by twenty.  The larger portion of this 
area was, of course, taken up by the generator, above which was the receptacle of the 
apergy.  From this descended right through the floor a conducting bar in an antapergic 
sheath, so divided that without separating it from the upper portion the lower might 
revolve in any direction through an angle of twenty minutes (20’).  This, of course, was 
intended to direct the stream of the repulsive force against the Sun.  The angle might 
have been extended to thirty minutes, but that I deemed it inexpedient to rely upon a 
force, directed against the outer portions of the Sun’s disc, believing that these are 
occupied by matter of density so small that it might afford no sufficient base, so to 
speak, for the repulsive action.  It was obviously necessary also to repel or counteract 
the attraction of any body which might come near me during the voyage.  Again, in 
getting free from the Earth’s influence, I must be able to steer in any direction and at 
any angle to the surface.  For this purpose I placed five smaller bars, passing through 
the roof and four sides, connected, like the main conductor, with the receptacle or 
apergion, but so that they could revolve through a much larger angle, and could at any 
moment be detached and insulated.  My steering apparatus consisted of a table in 
which were three large circles.  The midmost and left hand of these were occupied by 
accurately polished plane mirrors.  The central circle, or metacompass, was divided by 
three hundred and sixty fine lines, radiating from the centre to the circumference, 
marking as many different directions, each deviating by one degree of arc from the 
next.  This mirror was to receive through the lens in the roof the image of the star 
towards which I was steering.  While this remained stationary in the centre all was well.  
When it moved along any one of the lines, the vessel was obviously deviating from her 
course in the opposite direction; and, to recover the right course, the repellent force 
must be caused to drive her in the direction in which the image had moved.  To 
accomplish this, a helm was attached to the lower division of the main conductor, by 
which the latter could be made to move at will in any direction within the limit of its 
rotation.  Controlling this helm was, in the open or steering circle on the right hand, a 
small knob to be moved exactly parallel to the deviation of the star in the mirror of the 
metacompass.  The left-hand circle, or discometer, was divided by nineteen hundred 
and twenty concentric circles, equidistant from each other.  The outermost, about twice 
as far from the centre
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as from the external edge of the mirror, was exactly equal to the Sun’s circumference 
when presenting the largest disc he ever shows to an observer on Earth.  Each inner 
circle corresponded to a diameter reduced by one second.  By means of a vernier or 
eye-piece, the diameter of the Sun could be read off the discometer, and from his 
diameter my distance could be accurately calculated.  On the further side of the 
machinery was a chamber for the decomposition of the carbonic acid, through which the
air was driven by a fan.  This fan itself was worked by a horizontal wheel with two 
projecting squares of antapergic metal, against each of which, as it reached a certain 
point, a very small stream of repulsive force was directed from the apergion, keeping 
the wheel in constant and rapid motion.  I had, of course, supplied myself with an ample
store of compressed vegetables, preserved meats, milk, tea, coffee, &c., and a supply 
of water sufficient to last for double the period which the voyage was expected to 
occupy; also a well-furnished tool-chest (with wires, tubes, &c.).  One of the lower 
windows was made just large enough to admit my person, and after entering I had to 
close it and fix it in its place firmly with cement, which, when I wished to quit the vessel, 
would have again to be removed.

Of course some months were occupied in the manufacture of the different portions of 
the vessel and her machinery, and sometime more in their combination; so that when, at
the end of July, I was ready to start, the opposition was rapidly approaching.  In the 
course of some fifty days the Earth, moving in her orbit at a rate of about eleven 
hundred miles [4] per minute, would overtake Mars; that is to say, would pass between 
him and the Sun.  In starting from the Earth I should share this motion; I too should go 
eleven hundred miles a minute in the same direction; but as I should travel along an 
orbit constantly widening, the Earth would leave me behind.  The apergy had to make 
up for this, as well as to carry me some forty millions of miles in a direction at right 
angles to the former—right outward towards the orbit of Mars.  Again, I should share the
motion of that particular spot of the Earth’s surface from which I rose around her axis, a 
motion varying with the latitude, greatest at the equator, nothing at the pole.  This would 
whirl me round and round the Earth at the rate of a thousand miles an hour; of this I 
must, of course, get rid as soon as possible.  And when I should be rid of it, I meant to 
start at first right upward; that is, straight away from the Sun and in the plane of the 
ecliptic, which is not very different from that in which Mars also moves.  Therefore I 
should begin my effective ascent from a point of the Earth as far as possible from the 
Sun; that is, on the midnight meridian.
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For the same reason which led me to start so long before the date of the opposition, I 
resolved, having regard to the action of the Earth’s rotation on her axis, to start some 
hours before midnight.  Taking leave, then, of the two friends who had thus far assisted 
me, I entered the Astronaut on the 1st August, about 4.30 P.M.  After sealing up the 
entrance-window, and ascertaining carefully that everything was in order—a task which 
occupied me about an hour—I set the generator to work; and when I had ascertained 
that the apergion was full, and that the force was supplied at the required rate, I directed
the whole at first into the main conductor.  After doing this I turned towards the lower 
window on the west—or, as it was then, the right-hand side—and was in time to catch 
sight of the trees on the hills, some half mile off and about two hundred feet above the 
level of my starting-point.  I should have said that I had considerably compressed my 
atmosphere and increased the proportion of oxygen by about ten per cent., and also 
carried with me the means of reproducing the whole amount of the latter in case of 
need.  Among my instruments was a pressure-gauge, so minutely divided that, with a 
movable vernier of the same power as the fixed ones employed to read the glass 
circles, I could discover the slightest escape of air in a very few seconds.  The pressure-
gauge, however, remained immovable.  Going close to the window and looking out, I 
saw the Earth falling from me so fast that, within five minutes after my departure, 
objects like trees and even houses had become almost indistinguishable to the naked 
eye.  I had half expected to hear the whistling of the air as the vessel rushed upward, 
but nothing of the kind was perceptible through her dense walls.  It was strange to 
observe the rapid rise of the sun from the westward.  Still more remarkable, on turning 
to the upper window, was the rapidly blackening aspect of the sky.  Suddenly everything
disappeared except a brilliant rainbow at some little distance—or perhaps I should 
rather have said a halo of more than ordinary rainbow brilliancy, since it occupied, not 
like the rainbows seen from below, something less than half, but nearly two-thirds of a 
circle.  I was, of course, aware that I was passing through a cloud, and one of very 
unusual thickness.  In a few seconds, however, I was looking down upon its upper 
surface, reflecting from a thousand broken masses of vapour at different levels, from 
cavities and hillocks of mist, the light of the sun; white beams mixed with innumerable 
rays of all colours in a confusion, of indescribable brilliancy.  I presume that the total 
obscuration of everything outside the cloud during my passage through it was due to its 
extent and not to its density, since at that height it could not have been otherwise than 
exceedingly light and diffuse.  Looking upward through the eastern window, I could now 
discern a number of brighter stars, and at nearly every moment fresh ones came into 
view on a constantly
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darkening background.  Looking downward to the west, where alone the entire 
landscape lay in daylight, I presently discerned the outline of shore and sea extending 
over a semicircle whose radius much exceeded five hundred miles, implying that I was 
about thirty-five miles from the sea-level.  Even at this height the extent of my survey 
was so great in comparison to my elevation, that a line drawn from the vessel to the 
horizon was, though very roughly, almost parallel to the surface; and the horizon 
therefore seemed to be not very far from my own level, while the point below me, of 
course, appeared at a vast distance.  The appearance of the surface, therefore, was as 
if the horizon had been, say, some thirty miles higher than the centre of the semicircle 
bounding my view, and the area included in my prospect had the form of a saucer or 
shallow bowl.  But since the diameter of the visible surface increases only as the square
root of the height, this appearance became less and less perceptible as I rose higher.  It
had taken me twenty minutes to attain the elevation of thirty-five miles; but my speed 
was, of course, constantly increasing, very much as the speed of an object falling to the 
Earth from a great height increases; and before ten more minutes had elapsed, I found 
myself surrounded by a blackness nearly absolute, except in the direction of the Sun,—-
which was still well above the sea—and immediately round the terrestrial horizon, on 
which rested a ring of sunlit azure sky, broken here and there by clouds.  In every other 
direction I seemed to be looking not merely upon a black or almost black sky, but into 
close surrounding darkness.  Amid this darkness, however, were visible innumerable 
points of light, more or less brilliant—the stars—which no longer seemed to be spangled
over the surface of a distant vault, but rather scattered immediately about me, nearer or 
farther to the instinctive apprehension of the eye as they were brighter or fainter.  
Scintillation there was none, except in the immediate vicinity of the eastern horizon, 
where I still saw them through a dense atmosphere.  In short, before thirty minutes had 
elapsed since the start, I was satisfied that I had passed entirely out of the atmosphere, 
and had entered into the vacancy of space—if such a thing as vacant space there be.

At this point I had to cut off the greater part of the apergy and check my speed, for 
reasons that will be presently apparent.  I had started in daylight in order that during the 
first hundred miles of my ascent I might have a clear view of the Earth’s surface.  Not 
only did I wish to enjoy the spectacle, but as I had to direct my course by terrestrial 
landmarks, it was necessary that I should be able to see these so as to determine the 
rate and direction of the Astronaut’s motion, and discern the first symptoms of any 
possible danger.  But obviously, since my course lay generally in the plane of the 
ecliptic, and for the present at least nearly in the line joining the centres of
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the Earth and Sun, it was desirable that my real journey into space should commence in
the plane of the midnight meridian; that is, from above the part of the Earth’s surface 
immediately opposite the Sun.  I had to reach this line, and having reached it, to remain 
for some time above it.  To do both, I must attain it, if possible, at the same moment at 
which I secured a westward impulse just sufficient to counterbalance the eastward 
impulse derived from the rotation of the Earth;—that is, in the latitude from which I 
started, a thousand miles an hour.  I had calculated that while directing through the main
bar a current of apergy sufficient to keep the Astronaut at a fixed elevation, I could 
easily spare for the eastward conductor sufficient force to create in the space of one 
hour the impulse required, but that in the course of that hour the gradually increasing 
apergic force would drive me 500 miles westward.  Now in six hours the Earth’s rotation 
would carry an object close to its surface through an angle of 90 deg.; that is, from the 
sunset to the midnight meridian.  But the greater the elevation of the object the wider its 
orbit round the Earth’s centre, and the longer each degree; so that moving eastward 
only a thousand miles an hour, I should constantly lag behind a point on the Earth’s 
surface, and should not reach the midnight meridian till somewhat later.  I had, 
moreover, to lose 500 miles of the eastward drift during the last hour in which I should 
be subject to it, through the action of the apergic force above-mentioned.  Now, an 
elevation of 330 miles would give the Astronaut an orbit on which 90 deg. would 
represent 6500 miles.  In seven hours I should be carried along that orbit 7000 miles 
eastward by the impulse my Astronaut had received from the Earth, and driven back 
500 miles by the apergy; so that at 1 A.M. by my chronometer I should be exactly in the 
plane of the midnight meridian, or 6500 miles east of my starting-point in space, 
provided that I put the eastward apergic current in action exactly at 12 P.M. by the 
chronometer.  At 1 A.M. also I should have generated a westward impulse of 1000 miles
an hour.  This, once created, would continue to exist though the force that created it 
were cut off, and would exactly counterbalance the opposite rotation impulse derived 
from the Earth; so that thenceforward I should be entirely free from the influence of the 
latter, though still sharing that motion of the Earth through space at the rate of nearly 
nineteen miles per second, which would carry me towards the line joining at the moment
of opposition her centre with that of Mars.
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All went as I had calculated.  I contrived to arrest the Astronaut’s motion at the required 
elevation just about the moment of sunset on the region of the Earth immediately 
underneath.  At 12 P.M., or 24h by the chronometer, I directed a current of the requisite 
strength into the eastward conductor, which I had previously pointed to the Earth’s 
surface, but a little short of the extreme terrestrial horizon, as I calculated it.  At 1 A.M.  I 
found myself, judging by the stars, exactly where I wished to be, and nearly stationary 
as regarded the Earth.  I instantly arrested the eastward current, detaching that 
conductor from the apergion; and, directing the whole force of the current into the 
downward conductor, I had the pleasure of seeing that, after a very little adjustment of 
the helm, the stars remained stationary in the mirror of the metacompass, showing that I
had escaped from the influence of the Earth’s rotation.  It was of course impossible to 
measure the distance traversed during the invisibility of the Earth, but I reckoned that I 
had made above 500 miles between 1h. and 2h.  A.M., and that at 4h.  I was not less 
than 4800 miles from the surface.  With this inference the indication of my barycrite 
substantially agreed.  The latter instrument consisted of a spring whose deflection by a 
given weight upon the equator had been very carefully tested.  Gravity diminishing as 
the square of the distance from the centre, it was obvious that at about 8000 miles—or 
4000 above the Earth’s surface—this spring would be deflected only one quarter as 
much by a given weight as on Earth:  at 16,000 miles from the surface, or 20,000 from 
the centre, one-twenty-fifth as much, and so on.  I had graduated the scale accordingly, 
and it indicated at present a distance somewhat less than 9000 miles from the centre.  
Having adjusted the helm and set the alarum to wake me in six hours, I lay down upon 
my bed.

The anxiety and peril of my position had disturbed me very little whilst I was actively 
engaged either in steering and manipulating my machinery, or in looking upon the 
marvellous and novel spectacles presented to my eyes; but it now oppressed me in my 
sleep, and caused me frequently to wake from dreams of a hideous character.  Two or 
three times, on such awaking, I went to examine the metacompass, and on one 
occasion found it necessary slightly to readjust the helm; the stars by which I steered 
having moved some second or two to the right of their proper position.

On rising, I completed the circuit which filled my vessel with brilliant light emitted from 
an electric lamp at the upper part of the stern, and reflected by the polished metallic 
walls.  I then proceeded to get my breakfast, for which, as I had tasted nothing since 
some hours before the start, I had a hearty appetite.  I had anticipated some trouble 
from the diminished action of gravity, doubting whether the boiling-point at this immense
height above the Earth might not be affected; but I found that this
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depends upon the pressure of the atmosphere alone, and that this pressure was in 
nowise affected by the absence of gravity.  My atmosphere being somewhat denser 
than that of the Earth, the boiling-point was not 100 deg., but 101 deg.  Cent.  The 
temperature of the interior of the vessel, taken at a point equidistant from the stove and 
from the walls, was about 5 deg.  C.; unpleasantly cool, but still, with the help of a 
greatcoat, not inconveniently so.  I found it absolutely impossible to measure by means 
of the thermometers I had placed outside the windows the cold of space; but that it falls 
far short of the extreme supposed by some writers, I confidently believe.  It is, however, 
cold enough to freeze mercury, and to reduce every other substance employed as a test
of atmospheric or laboratory temperatures to a solidity which admits of no further 
contraction.  I had filled one outside thermometer with spirit, but this was broken before I
looked at it; and in another, whose bulb unfortunately was blackened, and which was 
filled with carbonic acid gas, an apparent vacuum had been created.  Was it that the gas
had been frozen, and had sunk into the lower part of the bulb, where it would, of course,
be invisible?  When I had completed my meal and smoked the very small cigar which 
alone a prudent consideration for the state of the atmosphere would allow me, the 
chronometer showed 10 A.M.  It was not surprising that by this time weight had become 
almost non-existent.  My twelve stone had dwindled to the weight of a small fowl, and 
hooking my little finger into the loop of a string hung from a peg fixed near the top of the 
stern wall, I found myself able thus to support my weight without any sense of fatigue for
a quarter of an hour or more; in fact, I felt during that time absolutely no sense of 
muscular weariness.  This state of things entailed only one inconvenience.  Nothing had
any stability; so that the slightest push or jerk would upset everything that was not 
fixed.  However, I had so far anticipated this that nothing of any material consequence 
was unfixed, and except that a touch with my spoon upset the egg-cup and egg on 
which I was about to breakfast, and that this, falling against a breakfast cup full of 
coffee, overturned that, I was not incommoded.  I managed to save the greater part of 
the beverage, since, the atmospheric pressure being the same though the weight was 
so changed, lead, and still more china or liquid, fell in the Astronaut as slowly as 
feathers in the immediate vicinity of the Earth.  Still it was a novel experience to find 
myself able to lean in any direction, and rest in almost any posture, with but the slightest
support for the body’s centre of gravity; and further to find on experiment that it was 
possible to remain for a couple of hours with my heels above my head, in the favourite 
position of a Yankee’s lower limbs, without any perceptible congestion of blood or 
confusion of brain.
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I was occupied all day with abstract calculations; and knowing that for some time I could
see nothing of the Earth—her dark side being opposite me and wholly obscuring the 
Sun, while I was as yet far from having entered within the sphere where any novel 
celestial phenomena might be expected—I only gave an occasional glance at the 
discometer and metacompass, suppressing of course the electric glare within my 
vessel, till I awoke from a short siesta about 19h. (7 P.M.) The Earth at this time 
occupied on the sphere of view a space—defined at first only by the absence of stars—-
about thirty times greater than the disc of the Moon as seen through a tube; but, being 
dark, scarcely seemed larger to the eye than the full Moon when on the horizon.  But a 
new method of defining its disc was presently afforded me.  I was, in fact, when looking 
through the lower window, in the same position as regards the Earth as would be an 
inhabitant of the lunar hemisphere turned towards her, having no external atmosphere 
interposed between us, but being at about two-thirds of the lunar distance.  And as, 
during an eclipse, the Lunarian would see round the Earth a halo created by the 
refraction of the Sun’s rays in the terrestrial atmosphere—a halo bright enough on most 
occasions so to illuminate the Moon as to render her visible to us—so to my eyes the 
Earth was surrounded by a halo somewhat resembling the solar corona as seen in 
eclipses, if not nearly so brilliant, but, unlike the solar corona, coloured, with a 
preponderance of red so decided as fully to account for the peculiar hue of the eclipsed 
Moon.  To paint this, unless means of painting light—the one great deficiency which is 
still the opprobrium of human art—were discovered, would task to the uttermost the 
powers of the ablest artist, and at best he could give but a very imperfect notion of it.  To
describe it so that its beauty, brilliancy, and wondrous nature shall be in the slightest 
degree appreciated by my readers would require a command of words such as no poet 
since Homer—nay, not Homer himself—possessed.  What was strange, and can 
perhaps be rendered intelligible, was the variation, or, to use a phrase more suggestive 
and more natural, if not more accurate, the extreme mobility of the hues of this earthly 
corona.  There were none of the efflorescences, if one may so term them, which are so 
generally visible at four cardinal points of its solar prototype.  The outer portion of the 
band faded very rapidly into the darkness of space; but the edge, though absolutely 
undefined, was perfectly even.  But on the generally rainbow-tinted ground suffused 
with red—which perhaps might best be described by calling it a rainbow seen on a 
background of brilliant crimson—there were here and there blotches of black or of 
lighter or darker grey, caused apparently by vast expanses of cloud, more or less 
dense.  Round the edges of each of these were little irregular rainbow-coloured halos of
their own interrupting and variegating the
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continuous bands of the corona; while throughout all was discernible a perpetual 
variability, like the flashing or shooting of colour in the opal, the mother-of-pearl, or 
similarly tinted translucent substances when exposed to the irregular play of bright light
—only that in this case the tints were incomparably more brilliant, the change more 
striking, if not more rapid.  I could not say that at any particular moment any point or part
of the surface presented this or that definite hue; and yet the general character of the 
rainbow, suffused with or backed by crimson, was constant and unmistakable.  The light
sent through the window was too dim and too imperfectly diffused within my vessel to 
be serviceable, but for some time I put out the electric lamp in order that its diffused light
should not impair my view of this exquisite spectacle.  As thrown, after several 
reflections, upon the mirror destined afterwards to measure the image of the solar disc, 
the apparition of the halo was of course much less bright, and its outer boundary ill 
defined for accurate measurement.  The inner edge, where the light was bounded by 
the black disc of the Earth, shaded off much more quickly from dark reddish purple into 
absolute blackness.

And now a surprise, the first I had encountered, awaited me.  I registered the gravity as 
shown by the barycrite; and, extinguishing the electric lamp, measured repeatedly the 
semi-diameter of the Earth and of the halo around her upon the discometer, the inner 
edge of the latter affording the measurement of the black disc, which of itself, of course, 
cast no reflection.  I saw at once that there was a signal difference in the two 
indications, and proceeded carefully to revise the earth-measurements.  On the average
of thirteen measures the halo was about 87”, or nearly 1-1/2’ in breadth, the disc, 
allowing for the twilight round its edge or limb, about 2 deg. 50’.  If the refracting 
atmosphere were some 65 miles in depth, these proportions were correct.  Relighting 
the lamp, I worked out severally on paper the results indicated by the two instruments.  
The discometer gave a distance, roughly speaking, of 40 terrestrial radii, or 160,000 
miles.  The barycrite should have shown a gravity, due to the Earth’s attraction, not 40 
but 1600 times less than that prevailing on the Earth’s surface; or, to put it in a less 
accurate form, a weight of 100 lbs. should have weighed an ounce.  It did weigh two 
ounces, the gravity being not one 1600th but one 800th of terrestrial gravity, or just 
double what, I expected.  I puzzled myself over this matter longer, probably, than the 
intelligent reader will do:  the explanation being obvious, like that of many puzzles that 
bewilder our minds intensely, only to humiliate us proportionately when the solution is 
found—a solution as simple as that of Columbus’s egg-riddle.  At length, finding that the
lunar angle—the apparent position of the Moon—confirmed the reading of the 
discometer, giving the same apogaic distance or elevation, I supposed that the barycrite
must be out of order or subject to some unsuspected law of which future observations 
might afford evidence and explanation, and turned to other subjects of interest.
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Looking through the upper window on the left, I was struck by the rapid enlargement of 
a star which, when I first noticed it, might be of the third magnitude, but which in less 
than a minute attained the first, and in a minute more was as large as the planet Jupiter 
when seen with a magnifying power of one hundred diameters.

Its disc, however, had no continuous outline; and as it approached I perceived that it 
was an irregular mass of whose size I could form not even a conjectural estimate, since 
its distance must be absolutely uncertain.  Its brilliancy grew fainter in proportion to the 
enlargement as it approached, proving that its light was reflected; and as it passed me, 
apparently in the direction of the earth, I had a sufficiently distinct view of it to know that 
it was a mainly metallic mass, certainly of some size, perhaps four, perhaps twenty feet 
in diameter, and apparently composed chiefly of iron; showing a more or less blistered 
surface, but with angles sharper and faces more regularly defined than most of those 
which have been found upon the earth’s surface—as if the shape of the latter might be 
due in part to the conflagration they undergo in passing at such tremendous speed 
through the atmosphere, or, in an opposite sense, to the fractures caused by the shock 
of their falling.  Though I made no attempt to count the innumerable stars in the midst of
which I appeared to float, I was convinced that their number was infinitely greater than 
that visible to the naked eye on the brightest night.  I remembered how greatly the 
inexperienced eye exaggerates the number of stars visible from the Earth, since poets, 
and even olden observers, liken their number to that of the sands on the seashore; 
whereas the patient work of map and catalogue makers has shown that there are but a 
few thousands visible in the whole heavens to the keenest unaided sight.  I suppose 
that I saw a hundred times that number.  In one word, the sphere of darkness in which I 
floated seemed to be filled with points of light, while the absolute blackness that 
surrounded them, the absence of the slightest radiation, or illumination of space at 
large, was strange beyond expression to an eye accustomed to that diffusion of light 
which is produced by the atmosphere.  I may mention here that the recognition of the 
constellations was at first exceedingly difficult.  On Earth we see so few stars in any 
given portion of the heavens, that one recognises without an effort the figure marked out
by a small number of the brightest amongst them; while in my position the multitude was
so great that only patient and repeated effort enabled me to separate from the rest 
those peculiarly brilliant luminaries by which we are accustomed to define such 
constellations as Orion or the Bear, to say nothing of those minor or more arbitrarily 
drawn figures which contain few stars of the second magnitude.  The eye had no 
instinctive sense of distance; any star might have been within a stone’s throw.  I need 
hardly
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observe that, while on one hand the motion of the vessel was absolutely imperceptible, 
there was, on the other, no change of position among the stars which could enable me 
to verify the fact that I was moving, much less suggest it to the senses.  The direction of 
every recognisable star was the same as on Earth, as it appears the same from the two 
extremities of the Earth’s orbit, 19 millions of miles apart.  Looking from any one 
window, I could see no greater space of the heavens than in looking through a similar 
aperture on Earth.  What was novel and interesting in my stellar prospect was, not 
merely that I could see those stars north and south which are never visible from the 
same point on Earth, except in the immediate neighbourhood of the Equator; but that, 
save on the small space concealed by the Earth’s disc, I could, by moving from window 
to window, survey the entire heavens, looking at one minute upon the stars surrounding 
the vernal, and at another, by changing my position, upon those in the neighbourhood of
the autumnal equinox.  By little more than a turn of my head I could see in one direction 
Polaris (alpha Ursae Minoris) with the Great Bear, and in another the Southern Cross, 
the Ship, and the Centaur.

About 23h. 30m., near the close of the first day, I again inspected the barycrite.  It 
showed 1/1100 of terrestrial gravity, an incredibly small change from the 1/800 recorded 
at 19h., since it implied a progress proportionate only to the square root of the 
difference.  The observation indicated, if the instrument could be trusted, an advance of 
only 18,000 miles.  It was impossible that the Astronaut had not by this time attained a 
very much greater speed than 4000 miles an hour, and a greater distance from the 
Earth than 33 terrestrial radii, or 132,000 miles.  Moreover, the barycrite itself had given 
at 19h. a distance of 28-1/2 radii, and a speed far greater than that which upon its 
showing had since been maintained.  Extinguishing the lamp, I found that the Earth’s 
diameter on the discometer measured 2 deg. 3’ 52” (?).  This represented a gain of 
some 90,000 miles; much more approximate to that which, judging by calculation, I 
ought to have accomplished during the last four hours and a half, if my speed 
approached to that I had estimated.  I inspected the cratometer, which indicated a force 
as great as that with which I had started,—a force which should by this time have given 
me a speed of at least 22,000 miles an hour.  At last the solution of the problem flashed 
upon me, suggested by the very extravagance of the contradictions.  Not only did the 
barycrite contradict the discometer and the reckoning but it contradicted itself; since it 
was impossible that under one continuous impulsation I should have traversed 28-1/2 
radii of the Earth in the first eighteen hours and no more than 4-1/2 in the next four and 
a half hours.  In truth, the barycrite was effected by two separate attractions,—that of 
the Earth and that of the Sun, as yet operating almost
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exactly in the same direction.  At first the attraction of the former was so great that that 
of the Sun was no more perceived than upon the Earth’s surface.  But as I rose, and the
Earth’s attraction diminished in proportion to the square of the distance from her centre
—which was doubled at 8000 miles, quadrupled at 16,000, and so on—the Sun’s 
attraction, which was not perceptibly affected by differences so small in proportion to his
vast distance of 95,000,000 miles, became a more and more important element in the 
total gravity.  If, as I calculated, I had by 19h. attained a distance from the earth of 
160,000 miles, the attractions of Earth and Sun were by that time pretty nearly equal; 
and hence the phenomenon which had so puzzled me, that the gravitation, as indicated 
by the barycrite, was exactly double that which, bearing in mind the Earth’s attraction 
alone, I had calculated.  From this point forward the Sun’s attraction was the factor 
which mainly caused such weight as still existed; a change of position which, doubling 
my distance from the Earth, reduced her influence to one-fourth, not perceptibly 
affecting that of a body four hundred times more remote.  A short calculation showed 
that, this fact borne in mind, the indication of the barycrite substantially agreed with that 
of the discometer, and that I was in fact very nearly where I supposed, that is, a little 
farther than the Moon’s farthest distance from the Earth.  It did not follow that I had 
crossed the orbit of the Moon; and if I had, she was at that time too far off to exercise a 
serious influence on my course.  I adjusted the helm and betook myself to rest, the 
second day of my journey having already commenced.

CHAPTER III — THE UNTRAVELLED DEEP.

Rising at 5h., I observed a drooping in the leaves of my garden, and especially of the 
larger shrubs and plants, for which I was not wholly unprepared, but which might entail 
some inconvenience if, failing altogether, they should cease to absorb the gases 
generated from buried waste, to consume which they had been planted.  Besides this, I 
should, of course, lose the opportunity of transplanting them to Mars, though I had more
hope of acclimatising seedlings raised from the seed I carried with me than plants which
had actually begun their life on the surface of the Earth.  The failure I ascribed naturally 
to the known connection between the action of gravity and the circulation of the sap; 
though, as I had experienced no analogous inconvenience in my own person, I had 
hoped that this would not seriously affect vegetation.  I was afraid to try the effect of 
more liberal watering, the more so that already the congelation of moisture upon the 
glasses from the internal air, dry as the latter had been kept, was a sensible annoyance
—an annoyance which would have become an insuperable trouble had I not taken so 
much pains, by directing the thermic currents upon the walls, to keep the internal 
temperature,
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in so far as comfort would permit—it had now fallen to 4 deg.  C.—as near as possible 
to that of the inner surface of the walls and windows.  A careful use of the thermometer 
indicated that the metallic surface of the former was now nearly zero C., or 32 deg.  F. 
The inner surface of the windows was somewhat colder, showing that the crystal was 
more pervious to heat than the walls, with their greater thickness, their outer and inner 
lining of metal, and massive interior of concrete.  I directed a current from the 
thermogene upon either division of the garden, hoping thus to protect the plants from 
whatever injury they might receive from the cold.  Somewhat later, perceiving that the 
drooping still continued, I resolved upon another experiment, and arranging an 
apparatus of copper wire beneath the soil, so as to bring the extremities in immediate 
contact with their roots, I directed through these wires a prolonged feeble current of 
electricity; by which, as I had hoped rather than expected, the plants were after a time 
materially benefited, and to which I believe I owed it that they had not all perished long 
before the termination of my voyage.

It would be mere waste of space and time were I to attempt anything like a journal of the
weeks I spent in the solitude of this artificial planet.  As matter of course, the monotony 
of a voyage through space is in general greater than that of a voyage across an ocean 
like the Atlantic, where no islands and few ships are to be encountered.  It was 
necessary to be very frequently, if not constantly, on the look-out for possible incidents 
of interest in a journey so utterly novel through regions which the telescope can but 
imperfectly explore.  It was difficult, therefore, to sit down to a book, or even to pursue 
any necessary occupation unconnected with the actual conduct of the vessel, with 
uninterrupted attention.  My eyes, the only sense organs I could employ, were 
constantly on the alert; but, of course, by far the greater portion of my time passed 
without a single new object or occasion of remark.  That a journey so utterly without 
precedent or parallel, in which so little could be anticipated or provided for, through 
regions absolutely untraversed and very nearly unknown, should be monotonous, may 
seem strange.  But in truth the novelties of the situation, such as they were, though 
intensely striking and interesting, were each in turn speedily examined, realised, and, so
to speak, exhausted; and this once done, there was no greater occupation to the mind 
in the continuance of strange than in that of familiar scenery.  The infinitude of 
surrounding blackness, filled as it were with points of light more or less brilliant, when 
once its effects had been scrutinised, and when nothing more remained to be noted, 
afforded certainly a more agreeable, but scarcely a more interesting or absorbing, 
outlook than the dead grey circle of sea, the dead grey hemisphere of cloud, which form
the prospect from the deck of a packet in mid-Atlantic;
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while of change without or incident in the vessel herself there was, of course, infinitely 
less than is afforded in an ocean voyage by the variations of weather, not to mention the
solace of human society.  Everything around me, except in the one direction in which 
the Earth’s disc still obscured the Sun, remained unchanged for hours and days; and 
the management of my machinery required no more than an occasional observation of 
my instruments and a change in the position of the helm, which occupied but a few 
minutes some half-dozen times in the twenty-four hours.  There was not even the 
change of night and day, of sun and stars, of cloud or clear sky.  Were I to describe the 
manner in which each day’s leisure was spent, I should bore my readers even more 
than—they will perhaps be surprised by the confession—I was bored myself.

My sleep was of necessity more or less broken.  I wished to have eight hours of rest, 
since, though seven of continuous sleep might well have sufficed me, even if my brain 
had been less quiet and unexcited during the rest of the twenty-four, it was impossible 
for me to enjoy that term of unbroken slumber.  I therefore decided to divide my sleep 
into two portions of rather more than four hours each, to be taken as a rule after noon 
and after midnight; or rather, since noon and midnight had no meaning for me, from 
12h. to 16h. and from 24h. to 4.h.  But of course sleep and everything else, except the 
necessary management of the machine, must give way to the chances of observation; it
would be better to remain awake for forty-eight hours at a stretch than to miss any 
important phenomenon the period of whose occurrence could be even remotely 
calculated.

At 8h., I employed for the first time the apparatus which I may call my window 
telescope, to observe, from a position free from the difficulties inflicted on terrestrial 
astronomers by the atmosphere, all the celestial objects within my survey.  As I had 
anticipated, the absence of atmospheric disturbance and diffusion of light was of 
extreme advantage.  In the first place, I ascertained by the barycrite and the discometer 
my distance from the Earth, which appeared to be about 120 terrestrial radii.  The light 
of the halo was of course very much narrower than when I first observed it, and its 
scintillations or coruscations no longer distinctly visible.  The Moon presented an 
exquisitely fine thread of light, but no new object of interest on the very small portion of 
her daylight hemisphere turned towards me.  Mars was somewhat difficult to observe, 
being too near what may be called my zenith.  But the markings were far more distinct 
than they appear, with greater magnifying powers than I employed, upon the Earth.  In 
truth, I should say that the various disadvantages due to the atmosphere deprive the 
astronomer of at least one-half of the available light-collecting power of his telescope, 
and consequently of the defining power of the eye-piece; that with a 200 glass he sees
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less than a power of 100 reveals to an eye situated in space; though, from the nature of 
the lens through which I looked, I cannot speak with certainty upon this point.  With a 
magnifying power of 300 the polar spots of Mars were distinctly visible and perfectly 
defined.  They were, I thought, less white than they appeared from the Earth, but their 
colour was notably different from that of the planet’s general surface, differing almost as 
widely from the orange hue of what I supposed to be land as from the greyish blue of 
the water.  The orange was, I thought, deeper than it appears through a telescope of 
similar power on Earth.  The seas were distinctly grey rather than blue, especially when,
by covering the greater part of the field, I contrived for a moment to observe a sea 
alone, thus eliminating the effect of contrast.  The bands of Jupiter in their turn were 
more notably distinct; their variety of colour as well as the contrast of light and shade 
much more definite, and their irregularities more unmistakable.  A satellite was 
approaching the disc, and this afforded me an opportunity of realising with especial 
clearness the difference between observation through seventy or a hundred miles of 
terrestrial atmosphere outside the object glass and observation in space.  The two discs
were perfectly rounded and separately discernible until they touched.  Moreover, I was 
able to distinguish upon one of the darker bands the disc of the satellite itself, while 
upon a lighter band its round black shadow was at the same time perfectly defined.  
This wonderfully clear presentation of one of the most interesting of astronomical 
phenomena so absorbed my attention that I watched the satellite and shadow during 
their whole course, though the former, passing after a time on to a light band, became 
comparatively indistinct.  The moment, however, that the outer edge passed off the disc 
of Jupiter, its outline became perfectly visible against the black background of sky.  
What was still more novel was the occultation for some little time of a star, apparently of 
the tenth magnitude, not by the planet but by the satellite, almost immediately after it 
passed off the disc of the former.  Whether the star actually disappeared at once, as if 
instantaneously extinguished, or whether, as I thought at the moment, it remained for 
some tenth of a second partially visible, as if refracted by an atmosphere belonging to 
the satellite, I will not venture to say.  The bands and rings of Saturn, the division 
between the two latter, and the seven satellites, were also perfectly visible, with a 
distinctness that a much greater magnifying power would hardly have attained under 
terrestrial conditions.  I was perplexed by two peculiarities, not, so far as I know, hitherto
[5] mentioned by astronomers.  The circumference did not appear to present an even 
curvature.
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I mean that, apart from the polar compression, the shape seemed as if the spheroid 
were irregularly squeezed; so that though not broken by projection or indentation, the 
limb did not present the regular quasi-circular curvature exhibited in the focus of our 
telescopes.  Also, between the inner ring and the planet, with a power of 500, I 
discerned what appeared to be a dark purplish ring, semi-transparent, so that through it 
the bright surface of Saturn might be discerned as through a veil.  Mercury shone 
brightly several degrees outside the halo surrounding the Earth’s black disc; and Venus 
was also visible; but in neither case did my observations allow me to ascertain anything 
that has not been already noted by astronomers.  The dim form of Uranus was better 
defined than I had previously seen it, but no marking of any kind was perceptible.

Rising from my second, or, so to speak, midday rest, and having busied myself for some
little time with what I may call my household and garden duties, I observed the 
discometer at 1h. (or 5 P.M.).  It indicated about two hundred terrestrial radii of 
elevation.  I had, of course, from the first been falling slightly behind the Earth in her 
orbital motion, and was no longer exactly in opposition; that is to say, a line drawn from 
the Astronaut to the Earth’s centre was no longer a prolongation of that joining the 
centres of the Earth and Sun.  The effect of this divergence was now perceptible.  The 
earthly corona was unequal in width, and to the westward was very distinctly 
brightened, while on the other side it was narrow and comparatively faint.  While 
watching this phenomenon through the lower lens, I thought that I could perceive behind
or through the widest portion of the halo a white light, which at first I mistook for one of 
those scintillations that had of late become scarcely discernible.  But after a time it 
extended visibly beyond the boundary of the halo itself, and I perceived that the edge of 
the Sun’s disc had come at last into view.  It was but a minute and narrow crescent, but 
was well worth watching.  The brightening and broadening of the halo at this point I 
perceived to be due, not to the Sun’s effect upon the atmosphere that produced it, but 
chiefly to the twilight now brightening on that limb of the Earth’s disc; or rather to the fact
that a small portion of that part of the Earth’s surface, where, if the Sun were not visible,
he was but a very little below the horizon, had been turned towards me.  I saw through 
the telescope first a tiny solar crescent of intense brightness, then the halo proper, now 
exceedingly narrow, and then what looked like a silver terrestrial crescent, but a mere 
thread, finer and shorter than any that the Moon ever displays even to telescopic 
observers on Earth; since, when such a minute portion of her illuminated surface is 
turned towards the Earth, it is utterly extinguished to our eyes by the immediate vicinity 
of the Sun, as was soon the case with the terrestrial
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crescent in question.  I watched long and with intense interest the gradual change, but I 
was called away from it by a consideration of no little practical moment.  I must now be 
moving at a rate of nearly, if not quite, 40,000 miles an hour, or about a million miles per
diem.  It was not my intention, for reasons I shall presently explain, ever greatly to 
exceed this rate; and if I meant to limit myself to a fixed rate of speed, it was time to 
diminish the force of the apergic current, as otherwise before its reduction could take 
effect I should have attained an impulse greater than I desired, and which could not be 
conveniently or easily diminished when once reached.  Quitting, therefore, though 
reluctantly, my observation of the phenomena below me, I turned to the apergion, and 
was occupied for some two or three hours in gradually reducing the force as measured 
by the cratometer attached to the downward conductor, and measuring with extreme 
care the very minute effect produced upon the barycrite and the discometer.  Even the 
difference between 200 and 201 radii of elevation or apogaic distance was not easily 
perceptible on either.  It took, of course, much more minute observation and a much 
longer time to test the effect produced by the regulation of the movement, since whether
I traveller forty, forty-five, or forty-two thousand miles in the course of one hour made 
scarcely any difference in the diameter of the Earth’s disc, still less, for reasons above 
given, in the gravity.  By midnight, however, I was satisfied that I had not attained quite 
1,000,000 miles, or 275 terrestrial radii; also that my speed was not greater than 45,000
miles (11-1\4 radii) per hour, and was not, I thought, increasing.  Of this last point, 
however, I could better satisfy myself at the end of my four hours’ rest, to which I now 
betook myself.

I woke about 4h. 30m., and on a scrutiny of the instruments, felt satisfied that I was not 
far out in my calculations.  A later hour, however, would afford a more absolute 
certainty.  I was about to turn again to the interesting work of observation through the 
lens in the floor, when my attention was diverted by the sight of something like a whitish 
cloud visible through the upper window on my left hand.  Examined by the telescope, its
widest diameter might be at most ten degrees.  It was faintly luminous, presenting an 
appearance very closely resembling that of a star cluster or nebula just beyond the 
power of resolution.  As in many nebulae, there was a visible concentration in one part; 
but this did not occupy the centre, but a position more resembling that of the nucleus of 
a small tailless comet.  The cloudlet might be a distant comet, it might be a less distant 
body of meteors clustering densely in some particular part of their orbit; and, 
unfortunately, I was not likely to solve the problem.  Gradually the nebula changed its 
position, but not its form, seeming to move downwards and towards the stern of my 
vessel, as if I were passing it without
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approaching nearer.  By the time that I was satisfied of this, hunger and even faintness 
warned me that I must not delay preparing my breakfast.  When I had finished this meal 
and fulfilled some necessary tasks, practical and arithmetical, the hand of the 
chronometer indicated the eighth hour of my third day.  I turned again somewhat eagerly
to the discometer, which showed an apparent distance of 360 terrestrial radii, and 
consequently a movement which had not materially varied from the rate of 11-1/4 radii 
per hour.  By this time the diameter of the Earth was not larger in appearance than 
about 19’, less than two-thirds that of the Sun; and she consequently appeared as a 
black disc covering somewhat more than one-third of his entire surface, but by no 
means concentrical.  The halo had of course completely disappeared; but with the 
vernier it was possible to discern a narrow band or line of hazy grey around the black 
limb of the planet.  She was moving, as seen from the Astronaut, very slightly to the 
north, and more decidedly, though very slowly, to the eastward; the one motion due to 
my deliberately chosen direction in space, the other to the fact that as my orbit enlarged
I was falling, though as yet slowly, behind her.  The sun now shone through, the various 
windows, and, reflected from the walls, maintained a continuous daylight within the 
Astronaut, as well diffused as by the atmosphere of Earth, strangely contrasting the 
star-spangled darkness outside.

At the beginning as at the end of my voyage, I steered a distinct course, governed by 
considerations quite different from those which controlled the main direction of my 
voyage.  Thus far I had simply risen straight from the Earth in a direction somewhat to 
the southward, but on the whole “in opposition,” or right away from the Sun.  So, at the 
conclusion of my journey, I should have to devote some days to a gradual descent upon
Mars, exactly reversing the process of my ascent from the Earth.  But between these 
two periods I had comparatively little to do with either planet, my course being governed
by the Sun, and its direction and rate being uniform.  I wished to reach Mars at the 
moment of opposition, and during the whole of the journey to keep the Earth between 
myself and the Sun, for a reason which may not at first be obvious.  The moment of 
opposition is not necessarily that at which Mars is nearest to the Earth, but is sufficiently
so for practical calculation.  At that moment, according to the received measurement of 
planetary distances, the two would be more than 40 millions of miles apart.  In the 
meantime the Earth, travelling on an interior or smaller orbit, and also at a greater 
absolute speed, was gaining on Mars.  The Astronaut, moving at the Earth’s rate under 
an impulse derived from the Earth’s revolution round the Sun (that due to her rotation on
her own axis having been got rid of, as aforesaid), traveller in an orbit constantly 
widening, so that, while gaining on Mars, I gained on him less than did
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the Earth, and was falling behind her.  Had I used the apergy only to drive me directly 
outward from the Sun, I should move under the impulse derived from the Earth about 
1,600,000 miles a day, or 72 millions of miles in forty-five days, in the direction common 
to the two planets.  The effect of the constantly widening orbit would be much as if the 
whole motion took place on one midway between those of the Earth and Mars, say 120 
millions of miles from the Sun.  The arc described on this orbit would be equivalent to 86
millions of miles on that of Mars.  The entire arc of his orbit between the point opposite 
to that occupied by the Earth when I started and the point of opposition—the entire 
distance I had to gain as measured along his path—was about 116 millions of miles; so 
that, trusting to the terrestrial impulse alone, I should be some 30 millions behindhand at
the critical moment.  The apergic force must make up for this loss of ground, while 
driving me in a direction, so to speak, at right angles with that of the orbit, or along its 
radius, straight outward from the Sun, forty odd millions of miles in the same time.  If I 
succeeded in this, I should reach the orbit of Mars at the point and at the moment of 
opposition, and should attain Mars himself.  But in this I might fail, and I should then find
myself under the sole influence of the Sun’s attraction; able indeed to resist it, able 
gradually to steer in any direction away from it, but hardly able to overtake a planet that 
should lie far out of my line of advance or retreat, while moving at full speed away from 
me.  In order to secure a chance of retreat, it was desirable as long as possible to keep 
the Earth between the Astronaut and the Sun; while steering for that point in space 
where Mars would lie at the moment when, as seen from the centre of the Earth, he 
would be most nearly opposite the Sun,—would cross the meridian at midnight.  It was 
by these considerations that the course I henceforward steered was determined.  By a 
very simple calculation, based on the familiar principle of the parallelogram of forces, I 
gave to the apergic current a force and direction equivalent to a daily motion of about 
750,000 miles in the orbital, and rather more than a million in the radial line.  I need 
hardly observe that it would not be to the apergic current alone, but to a combination of 
that current with the orbital impulse received at first from the Earth, that my progress 
and course would be due.  The latter was the stronger influence; the former only was 
under my control, but it would suffice to determine, as I might from time to time desire, 
the resultant of the combination.  The only obvious risk of failure lay in the chance that, 
my calculations failing or being upset, I might reach the desired point too soon or too 
late.  In either case, I should be dangerously far from Mars, beyond his orbit or within it, 
at the time when I should come into a line with him and the Sun; or, again, putting the 
same mischance in another form, behind him or before him when I attained his orbit.  
But I trusted to daily observation of his position, and verification of my “dead reckoning” 
thereby, to find out any such danger in time to avert it.
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The displacement of the Earth on the Sun’s face proved it to be necessary that the 
apergic current should be directed against the latter in order to govern my course as I 
desired, and to recover the ground I had lost in respect to the orbital motion.  I hoped for
a moment that this change in the action of the force would settle a problem we had 
never been able to determine.  Our experiments proved that apergy acts in a straight 
line when once collected in and directed along a conductor, and does not radiate, like 
other forces, from a centre in all directions.  It is of course this radiation— diffusing the 
effect of light, heat, or gravity over the surface of a sphere, which surface is 
proportionate to the square of the radius—that causes these forces to operate with an 
energy inversely proportionate, not to the distance, but to its square.  We had no reason
to think that apergy, exempt as it is from this law, would be at all diminished by distance;
and this view the rate of acceleration as I rose from the Earth had confirmed, and my 
entire experience has satisfied me that it is correct.  None of our experiments, however, 
had indicated, or could well indicate, at what rate this force can travel through space; 
nor had I yet obtained any light upon this point.  From the very first the current had been
continuous, the only interruption taking place when I was not five hundred miles from 
the Earth’s surface.  Over so small a distance as that, the force would move so 
instantaneously that no trace of the interruption would be perceptible in the motion of 
the Astronaut.  Even now the total interruption of the action of apergy for a considerable 
time would not affect the rate at which I was already moving.  It was possible, however, 
that if the current had been hitherto wholly intercepted by the Earth, it might take so long
a time in reaching the Sun that the interval between the movement of the helm and the 
response of the Astronaut’s course thereto might afford some indication of the time 
occupied by the current in traversing the 96-1/2 millions of miles which parted me from 
the Sun.  My hope, however, was wholly disappointed.  I could neither be sure that the 
action was instantaneous, nor that it was otherwise.

At the close of the third day I had gained, as was indicated by the instruments, 
something more than two millions of miles in a direct line from the Sun; and for the 
future I might, and did, reckon on a steady progress of about one and a quarter million 
miles daily under the apergic force alone—a gain in a line directly outward from the Sun 
of about one million.  Henceforward I shall not record my observations, except where 
they implied an unexpected or altered result.
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On the sixth day, I perceived another nebula, and on this occasion in a more promising 
direction.  It appeared, from its gradual movement, to lie almost exactly in my course, so
that if it were what I suspected, and were not at any great distance from me, I must pass
either near or through it, and it would surely explain what had perplexed and baffled me 
in the case of the former nebula.  At this distance the nature of the cloudlet was 
imperceptible to the naked eye.  The window telescope was not adjustable to an object 
which I could not bring conveniently within the field of view of the lenses.  In a few hours
the nebula so changed its form and position, that, being immediately over the portion of 
the roof between the front or bow lens and that in the centre of the roof, its central 
section was invisible; but the extremities of that part which I had seen in the first 
instance through the upper plane window of the bow were now clearly visible from the 
upper windows of either side.  What had at first been a mere greatly elongated oval, 
with a species of rapidly diminishing tail at each extremity, had now become an arc 
spanning no inconsiderable part of the space above me, narrowing rapidly as it 
extended downwards and sternwards.  Presently it came in view through the upper lens,
but did not obscure in the least the image of the stars which were then visible in the 
metacompass.  I very soon ascertained that the cloudlet consisted, as I had supposed 
in the former case, of a multitude of points of light less brilliant than the stars, the 
distance between which became constantly wider, but which for some time were 
separately so small as to present no disc that any magnifying power at my command 
could render measurable.  In the meantime, the extremities visible through the other 
windows were constantly widening out till lost in the spangled darkness.  By and by, it 
became impossible with the naked eye to distinguish the individual points from the 
smaller stars; and shortly after this the nearest began to present discs of appreciable 
size but somewhat irregular shape.  I had now no doubt that I was about to pass 
through one of those meteoric rings which our most advanced astronomers believe to 
exist in immense numbers throughout space, and to the Earth’s contact with or 
approach to which they ascribe the showers of falling, stars visible in August and 
November.  Ere long, one after another of these bodies passed rapidly before my sight, 
at distances varying probably from five yards to five thousand miles.  Where to test the 
distance was impossible, anything like accurate measurement was equally out of the 
question; but my opinion is, that the diameters of the nearest ranged from ten inches to 
two hundred feet.  One only passed so near that its absolute size could be judged by 
the marks upon its face.  This was a rock-like mass, presenting at many places on the 
surface distinct traces of metallic veins or blotches, rudely ovoid in form, but with a 
number of broken surfaces,
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one or two of which reflected the light much more brilliantly than others.  The weight of 
this one meteoroid was too insignificant as compared with that of the Astronaut 
seriously to disturb my course.  Fortunately for me, I passed so nearly through the 
centre of the aggregation that its attraction as a whole was nearly inoperative.  So far as
I could judge, the meteors in that part of the ring through which I passed were pretty 
evenly distributed; and as from the appearance of the first which passed my window to 
the disappearance of the last four hours elapsed, I conceived that the diameter of the 
congeries, measured in the direction of my path, which seemed to be nearly in the 
diameter of their orbit, was about 180,000 miles, and probably the perpendicular depth 
was about the same.

I may mention here, though somewhat out of place, to avoid interrupting the narrative of
my descent upon Mars, the only interesting incident that occurred during the latter days 
of my journey—the gradual passage of the Earth off the face of the Sun.  For some little 
time after this the Earth was entirely invisible; but later, looking through the telescope 
adjusted to the lens on that side, I discerned two very minute and bright crescents, 
which, from their direction and position, were certainly those of the Earth and Moon, 
indeed could hardly be anything else.

Towards the thirtieth day of my voyage I was disturbed by the conflicting indications 
obtained from different instruments and separate observations.  The general result 
came to this, that the discometer, where it should have indicated a distance of 333, 
actually gave 347.  But if my speed had increased, or I had overestimated the loss by 
changes of direction, Mars should have been larger in equal proportion.  This, however, 
was not the case.  Supposing my reckoning to be right, and I had no reason to think it 
otherwise, except the indication of the discometer, the Sun’s disc ought to have 
diminished in the proportion of 95 to 15, whereas the diminution was in the proportion of
9 to 1.  So far as the barycrite could be trusted, its very minute indications confirmed 
those of the discometer; and the only conclusion I could draw, after much thought and 
many intricate calculations, was that the distance of 95 millions of miles between the 
Earth and the Sun, accepted, though not very confidently, by all terrestrial astronomers, 
is an over-estimate; and that, consequently, all the other distances of the solar system 
have been equally overrated.  Mars consequently would be smaller, but also his 
distance considerably less, than I had supposed.  I finally concluded that the solar 
distance of the Earth was less than 9 millions of miles, instead of more than 95.  This 
would involve, of course, a proportionate diminution in the distance I had to traverse, 
while it did not imply an equal error in the reckoning of my speed, which had at first 
been calculated from the Earth’s disc, and not from that of the Sun.  Hence, continuing 
my course
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unchanged, I should arrive at the orbit of Mars some days earlier than intended, and at 
a point behind that occupied by the planet, and yet farther behind the one I aimed at.  
Prolonged observation and careful calculation had so fully satisfied me of the necessity 
of the corrections in question, that I did not hesitate to alter my course accordingly, and 
to prepare for a descent on the thirty-ninth instead of the forty-first day.  I had, of course,
to prepare for the descent very long before I should come within the direct influence of 
the attraction of Mars.  This would not prevail over the Sun’s attraction till I had come 
within a little more than 100,000 miles of the surface, and this distance would not allow 
for material reduction of my speed, even were I at once to direct the whole force of the 
apergic current against the planet.  I estimated that arriving within some two millions of 
miles of him, with a speed of 45,000 miles per hour, and then directing the whole force 
of the current in his direction, I should arrive at his surface at a speed nearly equal to 
that at which I had ascended from the Earth.  I knew that I could spare force enough to 
make up for any miscalculation possible, or at least probable.  Of course any serious 
error might be fatal.  I was exposed to two dangers; perhaps to three:  but to none which
I had not fully estimated before even preparing for my voyage.  If I should fail to come 
near enough to the goal of my journey, and yet should go on into space, or if, on the 
other hand, I should stop short, the Astronaut might become an independent planet, 
pursuing an orbit nearly parallel to that of the Earth; in which case I should perish of 
starvation.  It was conceivable that I might, in attempting to avert this fate, fall upon the 
Sun, though this seemed exceedingly improbable, requiring a combination of accidents 
very unlikely to occur.  On the other hand, I might by possibility attain my point, and yet, 
failing properly to calculate the rate of descent, be dashed to pieces upon the surface of
Mars.  Of this, however, I had very little fear, the tremendous power of the apergy 
having been so fully proved that I believed that nothing but some disabling accident to 
myself—such as was hardly to be feared in the absence of gravitation, and with the 
extreme simplicity of the machinery I employed—could prevent my being able, when I 
became aware of the danger, to employ in time a sufficient force to avert it.  The first of 
these perils, then, was the graver one, perhaps the only grave one, and certainly to my 
imagination it was much the most terrible.  The idea of perishing of want in the infinite 
solitude of space, and being whirled round for ever the dead denizen of a planet one 
hundred feet in diameter, had in it something even more awful than grotesque.
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On the thirty-ninth morning of my voyage, so far as I could calculate by the respective 
direction and size of the Sun and of Mars, I was within about 1,900,000 miles from the 
latter.  I proceeded without hesitation to direct the whole force of the current permitted to
emerge from the apergion directly against the centre of the planet.  His diameter 
increased with great rapidity, till at the end of the first day I found myself within one 
million of miles of his surface.  His diameter subtended about 15’, and his disc appeared
about one-fourth the size of the Moon.  Examined through the telescope, it presented a 
very different appearance from that either of the Earth or of her satellite.  It resembled 
the former in having unmistakably air and water.  But, unlike the Earth, the greater 
portion of its surface seemed to be land; and, instead of continents surrounded by 
water, it presented a number of separate seas, nearly all of them land-locked.  Around 
the snow-cap of each pole was a belt of water; around this, again, a broader belt of 
continuous land; and outside this, forming the northern and southern boundary between
the arctic and temperate zones, was another broader band of water, connected 
apparently in one or two places with the central, or, if one may so call it, equatorial sea.  
South of the latter is the one great Martial ocean.  The most striking feature of this new 
world, as seen from this point, was the existence of three enormous gulfs, from three to 
five thousand miles in length, and apparently varying in breadth from one hundred to 
seven hundred miles.  In the midst of the principal ocean, but somewhat to the 
southward, is an island of unique appearance.  It is roughly circular, and, as I perceived 
in descending, stands very high, its table-like summit being some 4000 feet, as I 
subsequently ascertained, above the sea-level.  Its surface, however, was perfectly 
white—scarcely less brilliant, consequently, than an equal area of the polar icefields.  
The globe, of course, revolved in some 4-1/ hours of earthly time, and, as I descended, 
presented successively every part of its surface to my view.  I speak of descent, but, of 
course, I was as yet ascending just as truly as ever, the Sun being visible through the 
lens in the floor, and reflected upon the mirror of the discometer, while Mars was now 
seen through the upper lens, and his image received in the mirror of the metacompass.  
A noteworthy feature in the meteorology of the planet became apparent during the 
second day of the descent.  As magnified by the telescope adjusted to the upper lens, 
the distinctions of sea and land disappeared from the eastern and western limbs of the 
planet; indeed, within 15 deg. or an hour of time from either.  It was plain, therefore, that
those regions in which it was late evening or early morning were hidden from view; and, 
independently of the whitish light reflected from them, there could be little doubt that the 
obscuration was due to clouds or mists.  Had the whitish light
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covered the land alone, it might have been attributed to a snowfall, or, perhaps, even to 
a very severe hoar frost congealing a dense moisture.  But this last seemed highly 
improbable; and that mist or cloud was the true explanation became more and more 
apparent as, with a nearer approach, it became possible to discern dimly a broad 
expanse of water contrasting the orange tinge of the land through this annular veil.  At 
4h. on the second day of the descent, I was about 500,000 miles from Mars, the 
micrometer verifying, by the increased angle subtended by the diameter, my calculated 
rate of approach.  On the next day I was able to sleep in security, and to devote my 
attention to the observation of the planet’s surface, for at its close I should be still 
15,000 miles from Mars, and consequently beyond the distance at which his attraction 
would predominate over that of the Sun.  To my great surprise, in the course of this day 
I discerned two small discs, one on each side of the planet, moving at a rate which 
rendered measurement impossible, but evidently very much smaller than any satellite 
with which astronomers are acquainted, and so small that their non-discovery by 
terrestrial telescopes was not extraordinary.  They were evidently very minute, whether 
ten, twenty, or fifty miles in diameter I could not say; neither of them being likely, so far 
as I could calculate, to come at any part of my descent very near the Astronaut, and the 
rapidity of their movement carrying them across the field, even with the lowest power of 
my telescopes, too fast for measurement.  That they were Martial moons, however, 
there could be no doubt.

About 10h. on the last day of the descent, the effect of Mars’ attraction, which had for 
some time so disturbed the position of the Astronaut as to take his disc completely out 
of the field of the meta-compass, became decidedly predominant over that of the Sun.  I
had to change the direction of the apergic current first to the left-hand conductor, and 
afterwards, as the greater weight of the floor turned the Astronaut completely over, 
bringing the planet immediately below it, to the downward one.  I was, of course, 
approaching Mars on the daylight side, and nearly in the centre.  This, however, did not 
exactly suit me.  During the whole of this day it was impossible that I should sleep for a 
minute; since if at any point I should find that I had miscalculated my rate of descent, or 
if any other unforeseen accident should occur, immediate action would be necessary to 
prevent a shipwreck, which must without doubt be fatal.  It was very likely that I should 
be equally unable to sleep during the first twenty-four hours of my sojourn upon Mars, 
more especially should he be inhabited, and should my descent be observed.  It was, 
therefore, my policy to land at some point where the Sun was setting, and to enjoy rest 
during such part of the twelve hours of the Martial night as should not be employed in 
setting my vessel in order and preparing to evacuate
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it.  I should have to ascertain exactly the pressure of the Martial atmosphere, so as not 
to step too suddenly from a dense into what was probably a very light one.  If possible, I
intended to land upon the summit of a mountain, so high as to be untenanted and of 
difficult access.  At the same time it would not do to choose the highest point of a very 
lofty range, since both the cold and the thinness of the air might in such a place be 
fatal.  I wished, of course, to leave the Astronaut secure, and, if not out of reach, yet not 
within easy reach; otherwise it would have been a simple matter to watch my 
opportunity and descend in the dark from my first landing-place by the same means by 
which I had made the rest of my voyage.

At 18h.  I was within 8000 miles of the surface, and could observe Mars distinctly as a 
world, and no longer as a star.  The colour, so remarkable a feature in his celestial 
appearance, was almost equally perceptible at this moderate elevation.  The seas are 
not so much blue as grey.  Masses of land reflected a light between yellow and orange, 
indicating, as I thought, that orange must be as much the predominant colour of 
vegetation as green upon Earth.  As I came still lower, and only parts of the disc were 
visible at once, and these through the side and end windows, this conviction was more 
and more strongly impressed upon my mind.  What, however, was beyond denial was, 
that if the polar ice and snow were not so purely and distinctly white as they appear at a 
distance upon Earth, they were yet to a great extent devoid of the yellow tinge that 
preponderated everywhere else.  The most that could be said was, that whereas on 
Earth the snow is of that white which we consider absolute, and call, as such, snow-
white, but which really has in it a very slight preponderance of blue, upon Mars the polar
caps are rather cream-white, or of that white, so common in our flowers, which has in it 
an equally slight tinge of yellow.  On the shore, or about twenty miles from the shore of 
the principal sea to the southward of the equator, and but a few degrees from the 
equator itself, I perceived at last a point which appeared peculiarly suitable for my 
descent.  A very long range of mountains, apparently having an average height of about 
14,000 feet, with some peaks of probably twice or three times that altitude, stretched for
several hundred miles along the coast, leaving, however, between it and the actual 
shore-line an alluvial plain of some twenty to fifty miles across.  At the extremity of this 
range, and quite detached from it, stood an isolated mountain of peculiar form, which, 
as I examined it through the telescope, appeared to present a surface sufficiently 
broken and sloped to permit of descent; while, at the same time, its height and the 
character of its summit satisfied me that no one was likely to inhabit it, and that though I 
might descend-it in a few hours, to ascend it on foot from the plain would be a day’s 
journey.  Towards this I directed
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my course, looking out from time to time carefully for any symptoms of human habitation
or animal life.  I made out by degrees the lines of rivers, mountain slopes covered by 
great forests, extensive valleys and plains, seemingly carpeted by a low, dense, rich 
vegetation.  But my view being essentially of a bird’s-eye character, it was only in those 
parts that lay upon my horizon that I could discern clearly the height of any object above
the general level; and as yet, therefore, there might well be houses and buildings, 
cultivated fields and divisions, which I could not see.

Before I had satisfied myself whether the planet was or was not inhabited, I found 
myself in a position from which its general surface was veiled by the evening mist, and 
directly over the mountain in question, within some twelve miles of its summit.  This 
distance I descended in the course of a quarter of an hour, and landed without a shock 
about half an hour, so far as I could judge, after the Sun had disappeared below the 
horizon.  The sunset, however, by reason of the mists, was totally invisible.

CHAPTER IV — A NEW WORLD.

I will not attempt to express the intensity of the mingled emotions which overcame me 
as I realised the complete success of the most stupendous adventure ever proposed or 
even dreamed by man.  I don’t think that any personal vanity, unworthy of the highest 
lessons I had received, had much share in my passionate exultation.  The conception 
was not original; the means were furnished by others; the execution depended less on a
daring and skill, in which any courageous traveller or man of science knowing what I 
knew might well have excelled me, than on the direct and manifest favour of 
Providence.  But this enterprise, the greatest that man had ever attempted, had in itself 
a charm, a sanctity in my eyes that made its accomplishment an unspeakable 
satisfaction.  I would have laid down life a dozen times not only to achieve it myself, but 
even to know that it had been achieved by others.  All that Columbus can have felt when
he first set foot on a new hemisphere I felt in tenfold force as I assured myself that not, 
as often before, in dreams, but in very truth and fact, I had traversed forty million miles 
of space, and landed in a new world.  Of the perils that might await me I could hardly 
care to think.  They might be greater in degree.

They could hardly be other in kind, than those which a traveller might incur in Papua, or 
Central Africa, or in the North-West Passage.  They could have none of that wholly 
novel, strange, incalculable character which sometimes had given to the chances of my 
etherial voyage a vague horror and mystery that appalled imagination.  For the first time
during my journey I could neither eat nor sleep; yet I must do both.  I might soon meet 
with difficulties and dangers that would demand all the resources of perfect physical and
mental condition,
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with heavy calls on the utmost powers of nerve and muscle.  I forced myself, therefore, 
to sup and to slumber, resorting for the first time in many years to the stimulus of brandy
for the one purpose, and to the aid of authypnotism for the other.  When I woke it was 
8h. by my chronometer, and, as I inferred, about 5h. after midnight of the Martial 
meridian on which I lay.  Sleep had given me an appetite for breakfast, and necessary 
practical employment calmed the excitement natural to my situation.  My first care, after 
making ready to quit the Astronaut as soon as the light around should render it safe to 
venture into scenes so much more utterly strange, unfamiliar, and unknown than the 
wildest of the yet unexplored deserts of the Earth, was to ascertain the character of the 
atmosphere which I was presently to breathe.  Did it contain the oxygen essential to 
Tellurian lungs?  Was it, if capable of respiration, dense enough to sustain life like 
mine?  I extracted the plug from the tubular aperture through which I had pumped in the 
extra quantity of air that the Astronaut contained; and substituted the sliding valve I had 
arranged for the purpose, with a small hole which, by adjustment to the tube, would give
the means of regulating the air-passage at pleasure.  The difficulty of this simple work, 
and the tremendous outward pressure of the air, showed that the external atmosphere 
was very thin indeed.  This I had anticipated.  Gravity on the surface of Mars is less than
half what it is on Earth; the total mass of the planet is as two to fifteen.  It was 
consequently to be expected that the extent of the Martial atmosphere, and its density 
even at the sea-level, would be far less than on the heavier planet.  Rigging the air-
pump securely round the aperture, exhausting its chamber, and permitting the Martial 
air to fill it, I was glad to find a pressure equal to that which prevails at a height of 
16,000 feet on Earth.  Chemical tests showed the presence of oxygen in somewhat 
greater proportion than in the purest air of terrestrial mountains.  It would sustain life, 
therefore, and without serious injury, if the change from a dense to a light atmosphere 
were not too suddenly made.  I determined then gradually to diminish the density of the 
internal atmosphere to something not very much greater than that outside.  For this 
purpose I unrigged the air-pump apparatus, and almost, but not quite, closed the valve, 
leaving an aperture about the twentieth part of an inch in diameter.  The silence was 
instantly broken by a whistle the shrillest and loudest I had ever heard; the dense 
compressed atmosphere of the Astronaut rushing out with a force which actually 
created a draught through the whole vessel, to the great discomfiture of the birds, which
roughed their feathers and fluttered about in dismay.  The pressure gauge fell with 
astonishing rapidity, despite the minuteness of the aperture; and in a few minutes 
indicated about 24 barometrical inches.  I then checked the exit of
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the air for a time, while I proceeded to loosen the cement around the window by which I 
had entered, and prepared for my exit.  Over a very light flannel under-vesture I put on a
mail-shirt of fine close-woven wire, which had turned the edge of Mahratta tulwars, 
repelled the thrust of a Calabrian stiletto, and showed no mark of three carbine bullets 
fired point-blank.  Over this I wore a suit of grey broadcloth, and a pair of strong boots 
over woollen socks, prepared for cold and damp as well as for the heat of a sun shining 
perpendicularly through an Alpine atmosphere.  I had nearly equalised the atmospheric 
pressure within and without, at about 17 inches, before the first beams of dawn shone 
upward on the ceiling of the Astronaut.  A few minutes later I stepped forth on the 
platform, some two hundred yards in circumference, whereon the vessel rested.  The 
mist immediately around me was fast dispersing; five hundred feet below it still 
concealed everything.  On three sides descent was barred by sheer precipices; on the 
fourth a steep slope promised a practicable path, at least as far as my eye could reach. 
I placed the weaker and smaller of my birds in portable cages, and then commenced my
experiment by taking out a strong-winged cuckoo and throwing him downwards over the
precipice.  He fell at first almost like a stone; but before he was quite lost to sight in the 
mist, I had the pleasure of seeing that he had spread his wings, and was able to sustain
himself.  As the mist was gradually dissolving, I now ventured to begin my descent, 
carrying my bird-cages, and dismissing the larger birds, several of which, however, 
persistently clung about me.  I had secured on my back an air-gun, arranged to fire 
sixteen balls in succession without reloading, while in my belt, scabbarded in a leathern 
sheath, I had placed a well and often tried two-edged sword.  I found the way 
practicable, though not easy, till I reached a point about 1000 feet below the summit, 
where farther progress in the same direction was barred by an abrupt and impassable 
cleft some hundred feet deep.  To the right, however, the mountain side seemed to 
present a safe and sufficiently direct descent.  The sun was a full hour above the 
horizon, and the mist was almost gone.  Still I had seen no signs of animal life, save, at 
some distance and in rapid motion, two or three swarms of flying insects, not much 
resembling any with which I was acquainted.  The vegetation, mostly small, was of a 
yellowish colour, the flowers generally red, varied by occasional examples of dull green 
and white; the latter, however, presenting that sort of creamy tinge which I had 
remarked in the snow.  Here I released and dismissed my birds one by one.  The 
stronger and more courageous flew away downwards, and soon disappeared; the 
weakest, trembling and shivering, evidently suffering from the thinness of the 
atmosphere, hung about me or perched upon the cages.

The scene I now contemplated was exceedingly novel and striking.  The sky, instead of 
the brilliant azure of a similar latitude on earth, presented to my eye a vault of pale 
green, closely analogous to that olive tint which the effect of contrast often throws over 
a small portion of clear sky distinguished among the golden and rose-coloured clouds of
a sunset in our temperate zones.
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The vapours which still hung around the north-eastern and south-eastern horizon, 
though dispelled from the immediate vicinity of the Sun, were tinged with crimson and 
gold much deeper than the tints peculiar to an earthly twilight.  The Sun himself, when 
seen by the naked eye, was as distinctly golden as our harvest moon; and the whole 
landscape, terrestrial, aerial, and celestial, appeared as if bathed in a golden light, 
wearing generally that warm summer aspect peculiar to Tellurian landscapes when seen
through glass of a rich yellow tint.  It was a natural inference from all I saw that there 
takes place in the Martial atmosphere an absorption of the blue rays which gives to the 
sunlight a predominant tinge of yellow or orange.  The small rocky plateau on which I 
stood, like the whole of the mountainside I had descended, faced the extremity of the 
range of which this mountain was an outpost; and the valley which separated them was 
not from my present position visible.  I saw that I should have to turn my back upon this 
part of the landscape as I descended farther, and therefore took note at this point of the 
aspect it presented.  The most prominent object was a white peak in the distant sky, 
rising to a height above my actual level, which I estimated conjecturally at 25,000 feet, 
guessing the distance at fifty miles.  The summit was decidedly more angular and 
pointed, less softened in outline by atmospheric influences, than those of mountains on 
Earth.  Beyond this in the farthest distance appeared two or three peaks still higher, but 
of which, of course, only the summits were visible to me.  On this side of the central 
peak an apparently continuous double ridge extended to within three miles of my 
station, exceedingly irregular in level, the highest elevations being perhaps 20,000, the 
lowest visible depressions 3000 feet above me.  There appeared to be a line of 
perpetual snow, though in many places above, this line patches of yellow appeared, the 
nearer of which were certainly and the more distant must be inferred to be covered with 
a low, close herbaceous vegetation.  The lower slopes were entirely clothed with yellow 
or reddish foliage.  Between the woods and snow-line lay extensive pastures or 
meadows, if they might be so called, though I saw nothing whatever that at all 
resembled the grass of similar regions on Earth.  Whatever foliage I saw—as yet I had 
not passed near anything that could be called a tree, and very few shrubs—consisted 
distinctly of leaves analogous to those of our deciduous trees, chiefly of three shapes:  a
sort of square rounded at the angles, with short projecting fingers; an oval, slightly 
pointed where it joined the stalk; and lanceolate or sword-like blades of every size, from 
two inches to four feet in length.  Nearly all were of a dull yellow or copper-red tinge.  
None were as fine as the beech-leaf, none succulent or fleshy; nothing resembling the 
blades of grass or the bristles of the pine and cedar tribes was visible.
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My path now wound steadily downward at a slope of perhaps one in eight along the 
hillside, obliging me to turn my back to the mountains, while my view in front was cut off 
by a sharp cross-jutting ridge immediately, before me.  By the time I turned this, all my 
birds had deserted me, and I was not, I think, more than 2000 feet from the valley 
below.  Just before reaching this point I first caught sight of a Martial animal.  A little 
creature, not much bigger than a rabbit, itself of a sort of sandy-yellow colour, bounded 
from among some yellow herbage by my feet, and hopped or sprang in the manner of a 
kangaroo down the steep slope on my left.  When I turned the ridge, a wide and quite 
new landscape burst upon my sight.  I was looking upon an extensive plain, the 
continuation apparently of a valley of which the mountain range formed the southern 
limit.  To the southward this plain was bounded by the sea, bathed in the peculiar light I 
have tried to describe, and lying in what seemed from this distance a glassy calm.  To 
eastward and northward the plain extended to the horizon, and doubtless far beyond it; 
while from the valley north of the mountain range emerged a broad river, winding 
through the plain till it was lost at the horizon.  Plain I have called it, but I do not mean to
imply that it was by any means level.  On the contrary, its surface was broken by 
undulations, and here and there by hills, but all so much lower than the point on which I 
stood that the general effect was that of an almost flat surface.  And now the question of
habitation, and of human habitation, seemed to be solved.  Looking through my field-
glass, I saw, following the windings of the river, what must surely be a road; serving 
also, perhaps, as an embankment, since it was raised many feet above the level of the 
stream.  It seemed, too, that the plain was cultivated.  Everywhere appeared extensive 
patches, each of a single colour, in every tint between deep red and yellowish green, 
and so distinctly rectangular in form as irresistibly to suggest the idea of artificial, if not 
human, arrangement.  But there were other features of the scene that dispelled all 
doubt upon this point.  Immediately to the south-eastward, and about twenty miles from 
where I stood, a deep arm of the sea ran up into the land, and upon the shores of this 
lay what was unquestionably a city.  It had nothing that looked like fortifications, and 
even at this distance I could discern that its streets were of remarkable width, with few 
or no buildings so high as mosques, churches, State-offices, or palaces in Tellurian 
cities.  Their colours were most various and brilliant, as if reflected from metallic 
surfaces; and on the waters of the bay itself rode what I could not doubt to be ships or 
rafts.  More immediately beneath me, and scattered at intervals over the entire plain, 
clustering more closely in the vicinity of the city, were walled enclosures, and in the 
centre of each was what could hardly be
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anything but a house, though not apparently more than twelve or fourteen feet high, and
covering a space sufficient for an European or even American street or square.  Upon 
the lower slopes of the hill whereon I stood were moving figures, which, seen through 
the binocular, proved to be animals; probably domestic animals, since they never 
ranged very far, and presented none of those signs of watchfulness and alarm which 
are peculiar to creatures not protected by man from their less destructive enemies, and 
taught to lay aside their dread of man himself.  I had descended, then, not only into an 
inhabited world—not only into a world of men, who, however they might differ in outward
form, must resemble in their wants, ideas, and habits, in short, in mind if not in body, the
lords of my own planet—but into a civilised world and among a race living under a 
settled order, cultivating the soil, and taming the brutes to their service.

And now, as I came on lower ground, I found at each step new objects of curiosity and 
interest.  A tree with dark-yellowish leaves, taller than most timber trees on Earth, bore 
at the end of drooping twigs large dark-red fruits—fruits with a rind something like that of
a pomegranate, save for the colour and hardness, and about the size of a shaddock or 
melon.  One of these, just within reach of my hand, I gathered, but found it impossible to
break the thin, dry rind or shell, without the aid of a knife.  Having pierced this, a stream 
of red juice gushed out, which had a sweet taste and a strong flavour, not unlike the 
juice expressed from cherries, but darker in colour.  Dissecting the fruit completely, I 
found it parted by a membrane, essentially of the same nature as the rind, but much 
thinner and rather tough than hard, into sixteen segments, like those of an orange 
divided across the middle, each of which enclosed a seed.  These seeds were all joined
at the centre, but easily separated.  They were of a yellow colour and about as large as 
an almond kernel.  Some fruits that, being smaller, I concluded to be less ripe, were of a
reddish-yellow.  After walking for about a mile through a grove of such trees, always 
tending downwards, I came to another of more varied character.  The most prevalent 
tree here was of lower stature and with leaves of great length and comparatively narrow,
the fruit of which, though protected by a somewhat similar rind, was of rich golden 
colour, not so easily seen among the yellowish leaves, and contained one solid kernel of
about the size of an almond, enclosed entirely in a sort of spongy material, very 
palatable to the taste, and resembling more the inside of roasted maize than any other 
familiar vegetable.  As I emerged entirely from the grove, I came upon a ditch about 
twice as broad as deep.  On Earth I certainly could not have leaped it; but since landing 
on Mars, I had forgotten the weightless life of the Astronaut, and felt as if on Earth, but 
enjoying great increase of strength and energy; and with these sensations had come 
instinctively an exalted confidence in my physical powers.  I took, therefore, a vigorous 
run, and leaping with all my strength, landed, somewhat to my own surprise, a full yard 
on the other side of the ditch.
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Having done so, I found myself in what was beyond doubt a cultivated field, producing 
nothing but one crimson-coloured plant, about a foot in height.  This carpeted the soil 
with broad leaves shaped something like those of the laurel, and in colour exactly 
resembling a withered laurel leaf, but somewhat thicker, more metallic and brighter in 
appearance, and perfectly free from the bitter taste of the bay tribe.  At a little distance I 
saw half-a-dozen animals somewhat resembling antelopes, but on a second glance still 
more resembling the fabled unicorn.  They were like the latter, at all events, in the single
particular from which it derived its name:  they had one horn, about eight inches in 
length, intensely sharp, smooth and firm in texture as ivory, but marbled with vermilion 
and cream white.  Their skins were cream-coloured, dappled with dark red.  Their ears 
were large and protected by a lap which fell down so as to shelter the interior part of the
organ, but which they had not quite lost the power to erect at the approach of a sound 
that startled them.  They looked up at me, at first without alarm, afterwards with some 
surprise, and presently bounded away; as if my appearance, at first familiar, had, on a 
closer examination, presented some unusual particulars, frightening them, as everything
unusual frightens even those domestic animals on Earth best acquainted with man and 
most accustomed to his caprices.  I noticed that all were female, and their abnormally 
large udders suggested that they were domestic creatures kept for their milk.  Not being
able to see a path through the field, I went straight forward, endeavouring to trample the
pasture as little as I could, but being surprised to remark how very little the plants had 
been injured by the feet of the animals.  The leaves had been grazed, but the stems 
were seldom or never broken.  In fact, the animals seemed to have gathered their food 
as man would do, with an intelligent or instinctive care not to injure the plant so as to 
deprive it of the power of reproducing their sustenance.

In another minute I discerned the object of my paramount interest, of whose vicinity I 
had thus far seen nearly every imaginable evidence except himself.  It was undoubtedly 
a man, but a man very much smaller than myself.  His eyes were fixed upon the ground 
as if in reverie, and he did not perceive me till I had come within fifty yards of him, so 
that I had full time to remark the peculiarities of his form and appearance.  He was 
about four feet eight or nine inches in height, with legs that seemed short in proportion 
to the length and girth of the body, but only because, as was apparent on more careful 
scrutiny, the chest was proportionately both longer and wider than in our race; otherwise
he greatly resembled the fairer families of the Aryan breed, the Swede or German.  The 
yellow hair, unshaven beard, whiskers, and moustache were all close and short.  The 
dress consisted of a sort of blouse and short pantaloons, of some
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soft woven fabric, and of a vermilion colour.  The head was protected from the rays of 
an equatorial sun by a species of light turban, from which hung down a short shade or 
veil sheltering the neck and forehead.  His bare feet were guarded by sandals of some 
flexible material just covering the toes and bound round the ankle by a single thong.  He
carried no weapon, not even a staff; and I therefore felt that there was no immediate 
danger from him.  On seeing me he started as with intense surprise and not a little 
alarm, and turned to run.  Size and length of limb, however, gave me immense 
advantage in this respect, and in less than a minute I had come up with and laid my 
hand upon him.

He looked up at me, scanning my face with earnest curiosity.  I took from my pocket first
a jewel of very exquisite construction, a butterfly of turquoise, pearl, and rubies, set on 
an emerald branch, upon which he looked without admiration or interest, then a watch 
very small and elaborately enamelled and jewelled.  To the ornament he paid no 
attention whatever; but when I opened the watch, its construction and movement 
evidently interested him.  Placing it in his hands and endeavouring to signify to him by 
signs that he was to retain it, I then held his arm and motioned to him to guide me 
towards the houses visible in the distance.  This he seemed willing to do, but before we 
had gone many paces he repeated two or three times a phrase or word which sounded 
like “r’mo-ah-el” ("whence-who-what” do you want?).  I shook my head; but, that he 
might not suppose me dumb, I answered him in Latin.  The sound seemed to astonish 
him exceedingly; and as I went on to repeat several questions in the same tongue, for 
the purpose of showing him that I could speak and was desirous of doing so, I observed
that his wonder grew deeper and deeper, and was evidently mingled first with alarm and
afterwards with anger, as if he thought I was trying to impose upon him.  I pointed to the 
sky, to the summit of the mountain from which I had descended, and then along the 
course by which I had come, explaining aloud at the same time the meaning of my 
signs.  I thought that he had caught the latter, but if so, it only provoked an incredulous 
indignation, contempt of a somewhat angry character being the principal expression 
visible in his countenance.  I saw that it was of little use to attempt further conversation 
for the present, and, still holding his hand and allowing him to direct me, looked round 
again at the scenes through which we were passing.  The lower hill slopes before us 
appeared to be divided into fields of large extent, perhaps some 100 acres each, 
separated by ditches.  We followed a path about two yards broad, raised two or three 
inches above the level of the ground, and paved with some kind of hard concrete.  Each
ditch was crossed by a bridge of planks, in the middle of which was a stake or short 
pole, round which we passed with ease, but which would obviously baffle a four-footed
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animal of any size.  The crops were of great variety, and wonderfully free from weeds.  
Most of them showed fruit of one kind or another, sometimes gourd-like globes on the 
top of upright stalks, sometimes clusters of a sort of nut on vines creeping along the 
soil, sometimes a number of pulpy fruits about the size of an orange hanging at the end 
of pendulous stalks springing from the top of a stiff reed-like stem.  One field was bare, 
its surface of an ochreish colour deeper than that of clay, broken and smoothed as 
perfectly as the surface of the most carefully tended flower-bed.  Across this was ranged
a row of birds, differing, though where and how I had hardly leisure to observe, from the 
form of any earthly fowl, about twice the size of a crow, and with beaks apparently at 
least as powerful but very much longer.  Extending entirely across the field, they kept 
line with wonderful accuracy, and as they marched across it, slowly and constantly dug 
their beaks into the soil as if seeking grubs or worms beneath the surface.  They went 
on with their work perfectly undisturbed by our presence.  In the next field was a still 
odder sight; here grew gourd-like heads on erect reed-like stems, and engaged in 
plucking the ripe purple fruit, carefully distinguishing them from the scarlet unripened 
heads, were half-a-score of creatures which, from their occupation and demeanour, I 
took at first to be human; but which, as we approached nearer, I saw were only about 
half the size of my companion, and thickly covered with hair, with bushy tails, which they
kept carefully erect so as not to touch the ground; creatures much resembling monkeys 
in movement, size, and length, and flexibility of limb, but in other respects more like 
gigantic squirrels.  They held the stalks of the fruit they plucked in their mouths, filling 
with them large bags left at intervals, and from the manner in which they worked I 
suspected that they had no opposable thumbs—that the whole hand had to be used like
the paw of a squirrel to grasp an object.  I pointed to these, directing my companion’s 
attention and asking, “What are they?” “Ambau,” he said, but apparently without the 
slightest interest in their proceedings.  Indeed, the regularity and entire freedom from 
alarm or vigilance which characterised their movements, convinced me that both these 
and the birds we passed were domesticated creatures, whose natural instincts had 
been turned to such account by human training.

After a few moments more, we came in sight of a regular road, in a direction nearly at 
right angles to that which followed the course of the river.  Like the path, it was 
constructed of a hard polished concrete.  It was about forty paces broad, and in the 
centre was a raised way about four inches higher than the general surface, and 
occupying about one-fourth of the entire width.  Along the main way on either side 
passed from time to time with great rapidity light vehicles of shining metal, each having 
three wheels, one small
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one in front and two much larger behind, with box-like seat and steering handle; 
otherwise resembling nothing so much as the velocipedes I have seen ridden for 
amusement by eccentric English youths.  It was clear, however, that these vehicles 
were not moved by any effort on the part of their drivers, and their speed was far greater
than that of the swiftest mail-coach:—say, from fifteen to thirty miles an hour.  All risk of 
collision was avoided, as those proceeding in opposite directions took opposite sides of 
the road, separated by the raised centre I have described.  Crossing the road with 
caution, we came upon a number of small houses, perhaps twenty feet square, each 
standing in the midst of a garden marked out by a narrow ditch, some of them having at 
either side wings of less height and thrown a little backward.  In the centre of each, and 
at the end of the wings where these existed, was what seemed to be a door of some 
translucent material about twelve feet in height.  But I observed that these doors were 
divided by a scarcely perceptible line up to six feet from the ground, and presently one 
of these parted, and a figure, closely resembling that of my guide, came out.

We had now reached another road which led apparently towards the larger houses I 
had seen in the distance, and were proceeding along the raised central pathway, when 
some half-dozen persons from the cottages followed us.  At a call from my guide, these,
and presently as many more, ran after and gathered around us.  I turned, took down my
air-gun from my back, and waving it around me, signalled to them to keep back, not 
choosing to incur the danger of a sudden rush, since their bearing, if not plainly hostile, 
was not hospitable or friendly.  Thus escorted, but not actually assailed, I passed on for 
three or four miles, by which time we were among the larger dwellings of which I have 
spoken.  Each of them stood in grounds enclosed by walls about eight feet high, each of
some uniform colour, contrasting agreeably with that chosen for the exterior of the 
house.  The enclosures varied in size from about six to sixty acres.  The houses were 
for the most part some twelve feet in height, and from one to four hundred feet square.  
On several flat roofs, guarded by low parapets, other persons, all about the size of my 
guide, now showed themselves, all of them interested, and, as it seemed, somewhat 
excited by my appearance.  In a few cases groups differently dressed, and, from their 
somewhat smaller stature, slighter figures, and the long hair here and there visible, 
probably consisting of women, were gathered on a remoter portion of the roof.  But 
these, when seen by those in front, were always waived back with an impatient or 
threatening gesture, and instantly retired.  Presently two or three men more richly 
dressed than my escort, and in various colours, came out upon the road.  Addressing 
one of these, I pointed again to the sky, and again endeavoured to describe my journey, 
holding out to him at the
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same time, as the thing most likely to conciliate him, a watch somewhat larger than that 
I had bestowed upon my guide.  He, however, did not come within arm’s length; and 
when I repeated my signs, he threw back his head with a sort of sneer and uttered a few
words in a sharp tone, at which my escort rushed upon and attempted to throw me 
down.  For this, however, I had been long prepared, and striking right and left with my 
air-gun—for I was determined not to shed blood except in the last extremity—I speedily 
cleared a circle round me, still grasping my guide with the left hand, from a providential 
instinct which suggested that his close contiguity might in some way protect me.  A call 
from the chief of my antagonists was answered from the roof of a neighbouring house.  I
heard a whizzing through the air, and presently something like a winged serpent, but 
with a slender neck, and shoulders of considerable breadth, and a head much larger 
than a serpent’s in proportion to the body, and shaped more like a bird’s, with a sharp, 
short beak, sprang upon and coiled round my left arm.  That it was trying to sting with 
an erectile organ placed about midway between the shoulders and the tail I became 
instinctively aware, and presently felt something like a weak electric thrill over all my 
body, while my left hand, which was naked, sustained a severe shock, completely 
numbing it for the moment.  I caught the beast by the neck, and flung him with all my 
force right in the face of my chief antagonist, who fell with a cry of terror.  Looking in the 
direction from which this dangerous assailant had come, I perceived another in the air, 
and saw that not a moment was to be lost.  Dropping my gun with the muzzle between 
my feet, and holding it so far as I could with my numbed left hand—releasing also my 
guide, but throwing him to the ground as I released him—I drew my sword; and but just 
in time, with the same motion with which I drew it, I cut right through the neck of the 
dragon that had been launched against me.  My principal enemy had quickly recovered 
his feet and presence of mind, and spoke very loudly and at some length to the person 
who had launched the dragons.  The latter disappeared, and at the same time the group
around me began to disperse.  Whatever suited them was certain not to suit me, and 
accordingly, still holding my sword, I caught one of them with each hand.  It was well I 
had done so, for within another minute the owner of the dragons reappeared with a 
weapon not wholly unlike a long cannon of very small bore fixed upon a sort of stand.  
This he levelled at me, and I, seeing that a danger of whose magnitude and nature I 
could form no exact estimate was impending, caught up instinctively one of my 
prisoners, and held him as a shield between myself and the weapon pointed at me.  
This checked my enemy, who for the moment seemed almost as much at a loss as 
myself.  Fortunately his hostile intention evidently endangered not only my life but all 
near me, and secured me from any close attack.
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At this moment a somewhat remarkable personage came to the front of the group which
had gathered some few yards before me.  He wore a long frock of emerald green and 
trousers of the same colour, gathered in at the waist by a belt of a red metal.  On earth I 
should have taken him for a hale and vigorous gentleman of some fifty years; he was 
two inches short of five feet, but well proportioned as a man of middle size.  Gentleman 
I say emphatically; for something of dignity, gravity, and calm good-breeding, was 
conspicuous in his manner, as authority unmixed with menace was evident in his tone.  
He called, somewhat peremptorily as I thought, to the man who was still aiming his 
weapon at my head, then waived back those behind him, and presently advanced 
towards me, looking me straight in the eyes with a steadiness and intensity of gaze far 
exceeding, both in expressiveness and in effect, the most fixed stare of the most 
successful mesmerists I have known.  I doubt whether I should have had the power to 
resist his will had I thought it wise to do so.  But I was perfectly aware that, however 
successful in repelling the first tumultuous attack, prolonged self-defence was hopeless.

I must, probably at the next move, certainly in a few minutes, succumb to the enemies 
around me.  I could not conciliate those whose malignity I could not comprehend.  I had 
done them no injury, and they could hardly be maddened by fear, since my size and 
strength did not seem to overawe them save at close quarters, and of my weapons they
were certainly less afraid than I of theirs.  My only chance must lie in finding favour with 
an individual protector.  When, therefore, the new-comer fearlessly laid his hand on an 
arm which could have killed him at a blow, and rather by gesture than by force released 
my captives, policy as well as instinct dictated submission.  I allowed him to disarm and 
make me in some sense his prisoner without a show of resistance.  He took me by the 
left hand, first placing my fingers upon his own wrist and then grasping mine, and led 
me quietly through the crowd, which gave way before him reluctantly and not without 
angry murmurs, but with a certain awe as before one superior either in power or rank.

Thus he led me for about half a mile, till we reached the crystal gate of an enclosure of 
exceptional size, the walls of which, like the gate itself, were of a pale rose-colour.  
Through grounds laid out in symmetrical alternation of orchard and grove, shrubbery, 
close-carpeted field, and garden beds, arranged with evident regard to effect in form 
and colour, as well as to fitting distribution of shade and sun, we followed a straight path
which sloped under a canopy of flowering creepers up to the terrace on which stood the 
house itself.  There were some eight or nine crystal doors (or windows) in the front, and 
in the centre one somewhat larger than the others, which, as we came immediately in 
front of it, opened, not turning on hinges, but, like every other door I had seen,

70



Page 54

dividing and sliding rapidly into the walls to the right and left.  We entered, and it 
immediately closed behind us in the same way.  Turning my head for a moment, I was 
surprised to observe that, whereas I could see nothing through the door from the 
outside, the scene without was as visible from within as through the most perfectly 
transparent glass.  The chamber in which I found myself had walls of bright emerald 
green, with all the brilliant transparency of the jewel; their surface broken by bas-reliefs 
of minutely perfect execution, and divided into panels—each of which seemed to 
contain a series of distinct scenes, one above the other—by living creepers with foliage 
of bright gold, and flowers sometimes pink, sometimes cream-white of great size, both 
double and single; the former mostly hemispherical and the latter commonly shaped as 
hollow cones or Avide shallow champagne glasses.  In these walls two or three doors 
appeared, reaching, from the floor to the roof, which was coloured like the walls, and 
seemingly of the same material.  Through one of these my guide led me into a passage 
which appeared to run parallel with the front of the house, and turning down this, a door 
again parted on the right hand, through which he led me into a similar but smaller 
apartment, some twenty feet in width and twenty-five in length.  The window—if I should
so call that which was simply another door—of this apartment looked into one corner of 
a flower-garden of great extent, beyond and at each end of which were other portions of
the dwelling.  The walls of this chamber were pink, the surface appearing as before of 
jewel-like lustre; the roof and floor of a green lighter than that of the emerald.  In two 
corners were piles of innumerable cushions and pillows covered with a most delicate 
satin-like fabric, embroidered with gold, silver, and feathers, all soft as eider-down and 
of all shapes and sizes.  There were three or four light tables, apparently of metal, silver,
or azure, or golden in colour, in various parts of the chamber, with one or two of different
form, more like small office-tables or desks.  In one of the walls was sunk a series of 
shelves closed by a transparent sheet of crystal of pale yellow tinge.  There were three 
or four movable seats resembling writing or easy-chairs, but also of metal, luxurious all 
though all different.  In the corner to the left, farthest from the inner court or peristyle, 
was a screen, which, as my host showed me, concealed a bath and some other 
convenient appurtenances.  The bath was a cylinder some five feet in depth and about 
two in diameter, with thin double walls, the space between which was filled with an 
apparatus of small pipes.  By pressing a spring, as my protector pointed out, countless 
minute jets of warm perfumed water were thrown from every part of the interior wall, 
forming the most delicious and perfect shower-bath that could well be devised.

71



Page 55
My host then led me to a seat among the cushions, and placed himself beside me, 
looking for some time intently and gravely into my face, but with nothing of offensive 
curiosity, still less of menace in his gaze.  It appeared to me as if he wished to read the 
character and perhaps the thoughts of his guest.  The scrutiny seemed to satisfy him.  
He stretched out his left hand, and grasping mine, placed it on his heart, and then 
dropping my hand, placed his upon my breast.  He then spoke in words whose meaning
I could not guess, but the tone sounded to me as that of inquiry.  The question most 
likely to be asked concerned my character and the place from which I had come.  I 
again explained, again pointing upward.  He seemed dubious or perplexed, and it 
occurred to me that drawing might assist explanation; since, from the bas-reliefs and 
tracery, it was evident that the art was carried to no common excellence in Mars.  I 
drew, therefore, in the first place, a globe to represent the Earth, traced its orbit round 
the Sun, and placed a crescent Moon at some little distance, indicating its path round 
the Earth.  It was evident that my host understood my meaning, the more clearly when I 
marked upon the form of the Earth a crescent, such as she would often present through 
a Martial telescope.  Sketches in outline roughly exhibiting different stages of my 
voyage, from the first ascent to the final landing, appeared to convince my host of my 
meaning, if not of my veracity.  Signing to me to remain where I was, he left the room.  
In a few minutes he returned, accompanied by one of the strange squirrel-like animals I 
had seen in the fields.  I was right in conjecturing that the creature had no opposable 
thumb; but a little ingenuity had compensated this so far as regarded the power of 
carrying.  A little chain hung down from each wrist, and to these was suspended a tray, 
upon which were arranged a variety of fruits and what seemed to be small loaves of 
various materials.  Breaking one of these and cutting open with a small knife, apparently
of silver, one of the fruits, my host tasted each and then motioned to me to eat.  The 
attendant had placed the tray upon a table, disengaged the chains, and disappeared; 
the door opening and closing as he trod, somewhat more heavily than had been 
necessary for my host, upon particular points of the floor.

The food offered me was very delicious and various in flavour.  My host showed me how
to cut the top from some of the hard-rind fruits, so as to have a cup full of the most 
delicately-flavoured juice, the whole pulp having been reduced to a liquid syrup by a 
process with which some semicivilised cultivators on Earth are familiar.  When I had 
finished my meal, my host whistled, and the attendant, returning, carried away the tray.  
His master gave him at the same time what was evidently an order, repeating it twice, 
and speaking with signal clearness of intonation.  The little creature bowed its head, 
apparently as

72



Page 56

a sign of intelligence, and in a few minutes returned with what seemed like a pencil or 
stylus and writing materials, and with a large silver-like box of very curious form.  To one
side was affixed a sort of mouthpiece, consisting of a truncated cone expanding into a 
saucer-shaped bowl.  Across the wider and outer end of the cone was stretched a 
membrane or diaphragm about three inches in diameter.  Into the mouth of the bowl, 
two or three inches from the diaphragm, my host spoke one by one a series of articulate
but single sounds, beginning with a, a, aa, au, o, oo, ou, u, y or ei (long), i (short), oi, e, 
which I afterwards found to be the twelve vowels of their language.  After he had thus 
uttered some forty distinct sounds, he drew from the back of the instrument a slip of 
something like goldleaf, on which as many weird curves and angular figures were traced
in crimson.  Pointing to these in succession, he repeated the sounds in order.  I made 
out that the figures in question represented the sounds spoken into the instrument, and 
taking out my pencil, marked under each the equivalent character of the Roman 
alphabet, supplemented by some letters not admitted therein but borrowed from other 
Aryan tongues.  My host looked on with some interest whilst I did this, and bent his 
head as if in approval.  Here then was the alphabet of the Martial tongue—an alphabet 
not arbitrary, but actually produced by the vocal sounds it represented!  The elaborate 
machinery modifies the rough signs which are traced by the mere aerial vibrations; but 
each character is a true physical type, a visual image, of the spoken sound; the voice, 
temper, accent, sex, of a speaker affect the phonograph, and are recognisable in the 
record.  The instrument wrote, so to speak, different hands under my voice and under 
Esmo’s; and those who knew him could identify his phonogram, as my friends my 
manuscript.

After I had been employed for some time in fixing these forms and the corresponding 
sounds in my memory, my host advanced to the window, and opening it, led me into the 
interior garden; which, as I had supposed, was a species of central court around which 
the house was built.

The construction of the house was at once apparent.  It consisted of a front portion, 
divided by the gallery of which I have spoken, all the rooms on one side thereof looking, 
like the chamber I first entered, into the outer enclosure; those on the other into the 
interior garden or peristyle.  Beyond the latter was a single row of chambers opening 
upon it, appropriated to the ladies and children of the household.  The court was roofed 
over with the translucent material of the windows.  It was about 360 feet in length by 
300 in width.  At either end were chambers entirely formed of the same material as the 
roof, in one of which the various birds and animals employed either in domestic service 
or in agriculture, in another the various stores of the household, were kept.  In front of 
these, two inclined planes of the same
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material as the walls of the house led up to the several parts of the roof.  The court was 
divided by broad concrete paths into four gardens.  In the centre of each was a basin of 
water and a fountain, above which was a square opening of some twenty feet in the 
roof.  Each garden was, so to speak, turfed with minute plants, smaller than daisy roots,
and even more closely covering the soil than English lawn grass.  These were of 
different colours—emerald, gold, and purple—arranged in bands.  This turf was broken 
by a number of beds of all shapes, the crescent, circle, and six-rayed star being 
apparently the chief favourites.  The smaller of these were severally filled with one or 
two flowers; in the larger, flowers of different colours were set in patterns, generally 
rising from the outside to the centre, and never allowing the soil to be seen through a 
single interval.  The contrast of colours and tints was admirably ordered; the size, form, 
and structure of the flowers wonderfully various and always exquisitely beautiful.  The 
exact tints of silver and gold were frequent and especially favoured, At each corner of 
every garden was a hollow silvery pillar, up which creepers with flowers of marvellous 
size and beauty, and foliage of hues almost as striking as those of the flowers, were 
conducted to form a perfect arch overhead, parting off the gardens from the walks.  In 
each basin were fishes whose brilliancy of colouring and beauty of form far surpassed 
anything I have seen in earthly seas or rivers.

At the meeting of the four cross paths was a wide space covered with a soft woven 
carpet, upon which were strown cushions similar to those in my room.  On these several
ladies were reclining, who rose as the head of the family approached.  One who 
seemed by her manner to be the mistress, and by her resemblance to some of her 
younger companions the mother, of the family, wore a sort of light golden half-helmet on
the head, and over this, falling round her half-way to the waist, a crimson veil, intended 
apparently to protect her head and neck from the sun as much as to conceal them.  Her 
face was partially uncovered.  The dress of all was, except in colour and in certain 
omissions and additions, much the same.  The under-garments must have been slight 
in material and few in number.  Nothing was to be seen of them save the sleeves, which
were of a delicate substance, resembling that of the finest Parisian kid gloves, but far 
softer and finer.  Over all was a robe almost without shape, save what it took from the 
figure to which it closely adapted itself, suspended by broad ribbons and jewelled clasps
from the shoulders, falling nearly to the ankles, and gathered in by a zone at the waist.  
This garment left the neck, shoulders, and the upper part of the bosom uncovered; but 
the veil, whether covering the head completely, drawn round all save the face, or 
consisting only of two separate muslin falls behind either ear, was always so arranged 
as to render the
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general effect far more decorous than the “low dresses” of European matrons and 
maidens.  The ankles and feet were entirely bare, save for sandals with an embroidered
velvety covering for the toes, and silver bands clasped round the ankles.  The eldest 
lady wore a pale green robe of a fine but very light silken-seeming fabric.  Three 
younger ones wore a similar material of pink, with silver head-dresses and veils hiding 
everything but the eyes.  All these had sleeves reaching to the wrist, ending in gloves of 
the same fabric.  Two young girls were robed in white gauze, with gauze veils attached 
over either ear to a very slight silver coronal; their arms bare till the sleeve of the under-
robe appeared, a couple of inches below the shoulder; their bright soft faces and their 
long hair (which fell freely down the back, kept in graceful order here and there by 
almost invisible silver clasps or bands) were totally uncovered.  “A maiden,” says the 
Martialist, “may make the most of her charms; a wife’s beauty is her lord’s exclusive 
right.”  One of the girls, my host’s daughters, might almost have veiled her entire form 
above the knees in the masses of rich soft brown hair inherited from her father, but 
mingled with tresses of another tinge, shimmering like gold under certain lights.  Her 
eyes, of deepest violet, were shaded by dark thick lashes, so long that when the lids 
were closed they traced a clear black curve on either cheek.  The other maiden had, like
their mother, and, I believe, like the younger matrons, the bright hair—flaxen in early 
childhood, pale gold in maturer years—and the blue or grey eyes characteristic of the 
race.  My host spoke two or three words to the chief of the party, indicating me by a 
graceful and courteous wave of the hand, upon which the person addressed slightly 
bent her head, laying her hand at the same time upon her heart.  The others 
acknowledged the introduction by a similar but slighter inclination, and all resumed their 
places as soon as my host, seating himself between us, signed to me to occupy some 
pillows which one of the young ladies arranged on his left hand, I had observed by this 
time that the left hand was used by preference, as we use the right, for all purposes, 
and therefore was naturally extended in courtesy; and the left side was, for similar 
reasons, the place of honour.

Three or four children were playing in another part of the court.  All, with one exception, 
were remarkably beautiful and healthy-looking, certainly not less graceful in form and 
movement than the happiest and prettiest in our own world.  Their tones were soft and 
gentle, and their bearing towards each other notably kind and considerate.  One 
unfortunate little creature differed from the rest in all respects.  It was slightly lame, 
misshapen rather than awkward, and with a face that indicated bad health, bad temper, 
or both.  Its manner was peevish and fractious, its tones sharp and harsh, and its 
actions rough and hasty.  I took it for a mother’s sickly
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favourite, deformed in character to compensate for physical deformity.  Watching them 
for a short time, I saw the little creature repeatedly break out in all the humours of an ill-
tempered, over-indulged youngest-born in an ill-managed family; snatching toys from 
the others, and now and then slapping or pinching them.  But they never returned either 
word or blow, even when pain or vexation brought the tears to their eyes.  When its 
caprices became intolerable most of its companions withdrew; one, however, always 
remaining on the watch, even if driven from the immediate neighbourhood by its 
intolerably provoking temper, tones, and acts.

Before sunset we were joined by a young man, who, first approaching my host with a 
respectful inclination of the head, stood before him till apparently desired by a few quiet 
words to speak; when he addressed the head of the family in some short sentences, 
and then, at a sign from him, turned to two of the squirrel-like animals, “ambau,” which 
followed him.  These then laid at my feet two large baskets, or open bags of golden 
network, containing many of the smaller objects left in the Astronaut.  Emptying these, 
they brought several more, till they had laid before me the whole of my wardrobe and 
my store of intended presents, books, and drawings, with such of my instruments as 
were not attached to the walls.  It was evident that great care had been taken not to 
injure or dismantle the vessel.  Nothing that actually belonged to it had been taken 
away, and of the articles brought not one had been broken or damaged.  It was equally 
evident that there was no intention or idea of appropriating them.  They were brought 
and handed over to me as a host on Earth might send for the baggage of an 
unexpected guest.  Of the various toys and ornaments that I had brought for the 
purpose, I offered several of the most precious to my host.  He accepted one of the 
smallest and least valuable, rather declining to understand than refusing the offer of the 
rest.  The bringer did the same.  Then placing in the chief’s hands an open jewel-box 
containing a variety of the choicest jewellery, I requested by signs his permission to offer
them to the ladies.  The elder ones imitated his example, and graciously accepted one 
or two tasteful feminine ornaments, of far less beauty and value than any of the few 
splendid jewels that adorned their belts and clasped their robes at the shoulder, or 
fastened their veils.  The white-robed maidens shrank back shyly until the box was 
pressed upon them, when each, at a word from the mistress, selected some small gold 
or silver locket or chain; each at once placing the article accepted about her person, 
with an evident intention of adding to the grace with which it was received and 
acknowledging the intended courtesy.  How valueless the most valuable of these trifles 
must have been in their eyes I had begun to suspect from what I saw, and was 
afterwards made fully aware.  As the shades of evening fell, the fountains ceased to 
play, the young
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man pressed electric springs which closed the openings in the roof, and, finally, turning 
a small handle, caused a bright light to diffuse itself over the whole garden, and through 
the doors into the chambers opening upon it.  At the same time a warmer air gradually 
spread throughout the interior of the building.  A meal was then served in small low 
trays, which was eaten by all of us reclining on our cushions; after which the ladies 
retired, and my host conducted me back to my chamber, and left me to repose.

My books and sketches, as well as the portfolios of popular prints which I had selected 
to assist me in describing the life and scenery of our world, were, with my wardrobe and
other properties, arranged on my shelves by the ambau, under the direction of Kevima, 
the young gentleman who had superintended their removal and conveyance to his 
father’s house.  The portfolios gave me occasional means and topics of pleasant 
intercourse with the family of my host, before we could converse at ease in their 
language.  The children, though never troublesome or importunate, took frequent 
opportunities of stealing into the room to look over the prints I produced for their 
amusement.  The ladies also, particularly the violet-eyed maiden, who seemed to be the
especial guardian of the little ones, would draw near to look and listen.  The latter, 
though she never entered the room or directly addressed me, often assisted in 
explaining my broken sentences to her charges, some of them not many years younger 
than herself.  I took sincere pleasure in the children’s company and growing confidence,
but they were not the less welcome because they drew their sisters to listen to my 
descriptions of an existence so strange and so remote in habits and character, as well 
as in space.  Perhaps their gentle governess learned more than any other member of 
the family respecting Earth-life, and my own adventures by land and water, in air and 
space.  For, though just not child enough to share the children’s freedom, she took in all 
they heard; she listened in silence during our evening gatherings to the conversation in 
which her father and brother encouraged me to practise the language I was laboriously 
studying.  She had, therefore, double opportunities of acquiring a knowledge which 
seemed to interest her deeply; naturally, since it was so absolutely novel, and 
communicated by one whose very presence was the most marvellous of the marvels it 
attested.  How much she understood I could not judge.  Except her mother, the ladies 
did not take a direct part in my talk with the children, and but very seldom interposed, 
through my host, a shy brief question when the evening brought us all together.  The 
maidens, despite their theoretical privileges, were even more reserved than their elders,
and the dark-haired Eveena the most silent and shy of all.

I learned afterwards that the privilege of intercourse with the ladies of the household, 
restricted as it was, was wholly exceptional, and even in this family was conceded only 
out of consideration for one who could not safely be allowed to leave the house.
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CHAPTER V — LANGUAGE, LAWS, AND LIFE.

Though treated with the greatest kindness and courtesy, I soon found reason to 
understand that I was, at least for the present, a prisoner.  My host or his son never 
failed to invite me each day to spend some time in the outer enclosure, but never 
intentionally left me alone there.  On one occasion, when Kevima had been called away 
and I ventured to walk down towards the gate, my host’s youngest child, who had been 
playing on the roof, ran after me, and reaching me just as my foot was set on the spring 
that opened the gate or outer door, caught me by the hand, and looking up into my face,
expressed by glance and gesture a negative so unmistakable that I thought it expedient 
at once to comply and return to the house.  There my time was occupied, for as great a 
part of each day as I could give to such a task without extreme fatigue, in mastering the 
language of the country.  This was a much simpler task than might have been 
supposed.  I soon found that, unlike any Terrestrial tongue, the language of this people 
had not grown but been made—constructed deliberately on set principles, with a view to
the greatest possible simplicity and the least possible taxation of the memory.  There 
were no exceptions or irregularities, and few unnecessary distinctions; while words were
so connected and related that the mastery of a few simple grammatical forms and of a 
certain number of roots enabled me to guess at, and by and by to feel tolerably sure of, 
the meaning of a new word.  The verb has six tenses, formed by the addition of a 
consonant to the root, and six persons, plural and singular, masculine and feminine.

Sing ular.    |  M a sc.  |  Fe m.  | |  Plu r al.  |  M a s c.  |  Fe m.
--------------|-------|------| |----------|-------|--------
I a m          |  av a    |  av a   | |  We a r e    |  ava u   |  av a a
Thou  a r t      |  avo   |  avoo | |  You a r e   |  avou   |  avu
H e  o r  s h e  is |  avy   |  ave   | |  They a r e  |  avoi  |  ave e
--------------|-------|------| |----------|-------|--------
p r e >

The  t e r min a tions  a r e  t h e  t h r e e  p ro no u ns,  fe minin e
a n d  m a s c uline,  sing ula r  a n d  plu r al, e a c h  r e p r e s e n t e d
by on e  of t w elve  vow el c h a r a c t e r s ,  a n d  d e cline d  like
no u n s.   Whe n  a  no min a tive  im m e dia t ely follows
t h e  ve r b,  t h e  p ro no min al s uffix is g e n e r ally d ro p p e d,
u nle ss  r e q ui r e d  by e u p ho ny.  Thus,  “a  m a n
s t rike s” is da k  k laf tas , b u t  in t h e  p a s t
t e n s e ,  da k n y  klaf tas , t h e  ve r b  wi thou t  t h e  s uffix
b ein g  u n p ro nou nc e a ble.   The  p a s t  t e n s e  is for m e d
by t h e  ins e r tion  of n  (avna :  “I
h ave  b e e n"), t h e  fu tu r e  by  m :  av m a . 
The  im p e r a tive,  avsa ; w hich  in t h e  fir s t  p e r son
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is u s e d  to  convey d e t e r min a tion  o r  r e solve; avsa ,
s pok e n  in a  p e r e m p to ry to n e ,  m e a nin g  “I will
b e,” w hile  avso , a cco r din g  to  t h e  in ton a tion,
m e a n s  “be” o r  “thou  s h al t  b e ;”
i.e ., s h al t  w h e t h e r  o r  no.  R  for m s  t h e
con di tion al, avra , a n d  re n  t h e  con di tion al
p a s t ,  avre na , “I s ho uld  h ave  b e e n.” 
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The  n e e d  for  a  p a s sive  voice  is avoide d  by t h e  sim ple
m e t ho d  of p u t ting  t h e  p ro no u n  in t h e  a cc u s a tive; t h u s,
daca  signifies  “I s t r ike,” dacal
(m e  s t rike) “I a m  s t r u ck.”  The  infini tive
is avi; avy ta , “being;” avny ta ,
“having  b e e n;” av m y ta , “a bo u t
to  b e .”  The s e  a r e  d e cline d  like  no u n s,
of w hich  la t t e r  t h e r e  a r e  six for m s,  t h e  m a s c uline
in a, o,  an d  y, t h e  feminin e  in a, oo,  an d
e;  t h e  plu r als  b ein g  for m e d  ex ac tly a s  in  t h e
p ro no min al  s uffixes  of t h e  ve r b.   The  roo t-wo r d,
wi tho u t  inflexion, alon e  is u s e d  w h e r e  t h e  n a m e  is
e m ploye d  in no  con n e c tion  wi t h  a  ve r b,  w h e r e  in eve ry
t e r r e s t ri al  lan g u a g e  t h e  no min a tive  wo uld  b e  e m ploye d.  
Thus,  my  g uide  h a d  n a m e d  t h e  s q ui r r el-m o nk eys  a m ba u
(sing.  a m ba ); b u t  t h e  wo r d  is d e cline d  a s  follows:—

Sin g ular. Plural.
N o mi na tiv e                a m b a s
       a m b a u s

Acc usa tiv e                a m b al
       a m b a ul

Dativ e,  to  o r  in   
    a m b a n         a m b a u n

Ablative,  by  o r  fro m
  a m b a m         a m b a u m

The  five o t h e r  for m s  a r e  d e cline d  in t h e  s a m e  m a n n er,
t h e  vow el of t h e  las t  syllable  only diffe ring.  
Adjec tives  a r e  d e cline d  like  no u n s,  b u t  h av e  no  co m p a r a tive
o r  s u p e rl a tive  d e g r e e;  t h e  for m e r  b ein g  exp r e s s e d
by p r efixing  t h e  in t e nsi tive  syllable  ca , t h e
la t t er, w h e n  u s e d  (which  is b u t  s eldo m) by t h e  p r efix
ela , signifying  t h e  in  a n  e m p h a tic  s e n s e,
a s  his  Gr ac e  of Welling ton  is in  E n gla n d  c alled  T h e
Duk e  par  e xc ellenc e .  P r e posi tions  a n d  a dve r b s
e n d  in t  o r  d .
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E a c h  for m  of t h e  no u n  h a s ,  a s  a  r ule ,  it s  s p eci al
r el a tion  to  t h e  ve r b  of t h e  s a m e  roo t:   t h u s  fro m
d ac,  “s t rike,” a r e  d e r ived  daca ,
“w e a po n” o r  “ha m m e r;”, daco ,
a  “s t rok e”  o r  “s t riking” [as
give n] bo t h  m a s c uline; daca , “anvil;”
dacoo , “blow” o r  “be a ting”
[a s  r e c eive d]; a n d  da k e , “a  t hing  b e a t e n ,”
fe minin e.   The  sixth  for m,  da k y , m a s c uline,
h a s  in  t his  c a s e  no  p ro p e r  significa tion,  a n d  no t
b ein g  w a n t e d ,  is no t  u s e d.   Individu al le t t e r s
o r  syllable s  a r e  la rg ely e m ploye d  in co m bin a tion  to
give  n e w  a n d  eve n  con t r a dic to ry m e a ning s  to  a  r oo t .  
Thus  n , like  t h e  La tin  in , sig nifies
“pe n e t r a tion,” “motion  tow a r d s ,”
o r  sim ply “r e m aining  in a  pl ac e ,” or, a g ain,
“pe r m a n e nc e.” M , like  t h e  La tin
ab  o r  e x , indic a t e s  “motion  fro m.”
R  exp r e s s e s  “unc e r t ain ty” o r  “inco m ple t e n e s s ,”
a n d  is e m ploye d  to  conve r t  a  s t a t e m e n t  in to  a  q u e s tion,
o r  a  r el a tive  p ro no u n  in to  on e  of inq ui ry. G ,
like  t h e  Gr e ek  a  o r  anti , g e n e r ally
signifies  “opposi tion” o r  “ne g a tion;”
ca  is,  a s  afo r e s aid,  in t e n si tive,  a n d  is e m ployed,
for  ex a m ple,  to  conve r t  afi, “to  b r e a t h e ,”
in to  cafi, “to  s p e ak.” Cr
is by it s elf a n  in t e rj ec tion  of a b ho r r e nc e  o r  dis g us t;
in  co m posi tion  it indica t e s  d e t e s t a tion  o r  d e s t r uc tion:  
t h u s ,  crak y  signifies  “h a t r e d;”
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cravi , “ th e  d e s t r u c tion  of life”
o r  “to kill.” L  for  t h e  m os t  p a r t
indica t e s  p a s sivity, b u t  wi t h  diffe r e n t  effec t  a cco r din g
to  it s  pl ac e  in t h e  wo r d.   Thus  m e pi  sig nifies
“to r ule;” m e pil , “ to  b e  r ul e d;”
m el pi , “ to  con t rol on e’s s elf;”
le m pi , “ to  ob ey.”  The  significa tion
of roo t s  t h e m s elves  is m o dified  by  a  m o difica tion  of
t h e  p rincip al vow el o r  conso n a n t ,  i.e. , by
exc h a n gin g  t h e  o rigin al for  on e  clos ely r el a t e d .  
Thus  avi , “exis t;” avi , “be,”
in t h e  posi tive  s e n s e  of b eing  t his  o r  t h a t;  afi,
“live;” afi, “b r e a t h e .”
Z  is a  di minu tive; zin , “with,”
oft e n  a b b r evia t e d  to  z n , “co m bin a tion,”
“union.”  Thus  z naf tau  m e a n s
“thos e  w ho  w e r e  b ro u g h t  in to  life  tog e t h er,”
o r  “b r e t h r e n .”

I m ay  a d d,  b efo r e  I q ui t  t his  s u bjec t ,  t h a t  t h e  M a r ti al
sys t e m  of a r i t h m e tic  diffe r s  fro m  ou r s  p rincip ally
in t h e  u s e  of a  d uo d eci m al ins t e a d  of a  d e ci m al b a si s. 
Figu r e s  a r e  w ri t t e n  on  a  s u rfac e  divide d  in to  mi n u t e
s q u a r e s ,  a n d  t h e  value  of a  figu r e ,  w h e t h e r  it signify
so  m a ny  u ni t s,  doz e n s,  t w elve  doz e ns,  a n d  so  for t h,
d e p e n d s  u po n  t h e  s q u a r e  in  w hic h  it is pl ac e d.  
The  ce n t r al  s q u a r e  of a  line  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  u ni t’s
pl ac e,  a n d  is m a rk e d  by a  line  d r a w n  a bove  it. 
Thus  a  figu r e  a n s w e rin g  to  ou r  I, if pl ac e d  in t h e
fou r t h  s q u a r e  to  t h e  lef t,  r e p r e s e n t s  1 7 2 8.   In
t h e  t hi rd  pl ac e  to  t h e  ri g h t ,  cou n ting  t h e  u ni t  s q u a r e
in bo t h  c a s e s ,  it  sig nifies  1/14 4,  a n d  so  for th.

In  les s  t h a n  a  for t nig h t  I h a d  ob t ain e d  a  g e n e r al
ide a  of t h e  lan g u a g e,  a n d  w a s  a ble  to  r e a d  e a sily
t h e  g r ave n  r e p r e s e n t a tions  of s poke n  sou n d  w hich  I
h ave  d e s c rib e d;  a n d  by t h e  e n d  of a  m o n t h  (to  u s e
a  wor d  w hich  h a d  no  m e a ning  h e r e)  I could  s p e a k  in t elligibly
if no t  fr e ely.  Only in  a  lan g u a g e  so  si m ple  could
my  ow n  a nxie ty to  ove rco m e  a s  soon  a s  pos sible  a  fa t al
obs t acle  to  all inves tig a tion  of t his  n e w  world,  a n d
t h e  dilige n t  a n d  p a ti e n t  a s sis t a n c e  give n  by my hos t
o r  his  so n  for  a  g r e a t  p a r t  of eve ry  d ay, h ave  e n a bled
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m e  to  m a k e  s uc h  r a pid  p ro g r e s s .   I h a d  no t e d  eve n,
d u ring  t h e  s ho r t  eve nin g  g a t h e rin gs  w h e n  t h e  w hole
fa mily w a s  a s s e m ble d,  t h e  ext r e m e  t a ci t u r ni ty of bo t h
s exe s;  a n d  by t h e  t im e  I could  m a k e  mys elf u n d e r s tood,
I w a s  no t  s u r p ris e d  to  lea r n  t h a t  t h e  M a r ti als  h ave
sc a rc ely t h e  ide a  of w h a t  w e  m e a n  by conve r s a tion,
no t  t alking  for  t h e  s ak e  of t alking,  o r  s p e a king  u nle ss
t h ey h ave  so m e t hin g  to  disc us s,  explain,  o r  co m m u nic a t e .  
I foun d,  a g ain,  t h a t  a  n e w  a n d  m u c h  m o r e  difficul t
t a sk,  t ho u g h  for t u n a t ely on e  no t  so  indisp e n s a ble,
w a s  s till in s to r e  for  m e.   The  M a r ti als  h ave  two
for m s  of w ri ting:  t h e  on e  I h av e  d e sc ribe d,  w hic h
is si m ply a  m e c h a nical r e n d e ring  of s pok e n  wor ds  in to
a r t ificially sim plified  visible  signs;  t h e  o t h er,
w ri t t e n  by h a n d,  wi th  a  fine  p e n cil of so m e  c h e mic al
m a t e ri al  on  a  p r e p a r e d  s u rfac e,  t ex tile  o r  m e t allic. 
The  ch a r ac t e r s  of t h e  la t t e r  a r e ,  like  ou r s  w holly
a r bi t r a ry; b u t  t h e  con t r ac tions  a n d  a b b r evia tions
a r e  so  n u m e ro u s  t h a t  t h e  m a s t e ry  of t h e  m e r e  alp h a b e t ,
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t h e  for ty o r  fifty single  le t t e r s  e m ploye d,  is b u t
a  single  s t e p  in t h e  fir s t  s t a g e  of t h e  h a r d  t a sk
of lea r nin g  to  r e a d .   In  no  cou n t ry on  E a r t h ,
exc e p t  Chin a,  is t his  t a s k  h alf so  s eve r e  a s  in M a r s .  
On  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d,  w h e n  it is onc e  m a s t e r e d,  a  fa r
s u p e rio r  ins t r u m e n t  h a s  b e e n  g ain e d;  t h e  M a r ti al w ri ting
b ein g  a  m o s t  t e r s e  b u t  p e rfec tly legible  s ho r t h a n d.  
Eve ry M a r ti al c a n  w ri t e  a t  lea s t  a s  q uickly a s  h e
c a n  s p e a k,  a n d  c a n  r e a d  t h e  w ri t t e n  ch a r a c t e r  m o r e
r a pidly t h a n  t h e  q uicke s t  eye  c a n  p e r u s e  t h e  b e s t  Ter r e s t ri al
p rin t .   Copies,  w h e t h e r  of t h e  p ho no g r a p hic  o r
s tylog r a p hic  w ri ting,  a r e  m ul tiplied  wi th  ex t r e m e
facili ty a n d  p e rfec tion.   The  o rigin al, onc e  insc rib e d
in ei t h e r  m a n n e r  u po n  t h e  a bove-m e n tion e d  tafroo
or  gold-leaf, is pl ac e d  u po n  a  s h e e t  of a  s p e ci es
of line n,  s moot h e r  t h a n  p a p er, c alled  difra . 
A c u r r e n t  of el ec t rici ty s e n t  t h ro u g h  t h e  for m e r  r e p rod uc es
t h e  w ri ting  ex ac tly u po n  t h e  la t t er, w hich  h a s  b e e n
p r eviously s t e e p e d  in so m e  c h e mic al co m posi tion; t h e
effec t  a p p a r e n tly d e p e n ding  on  t h e  p a s s a g e  of t h e
el ec t rici ty t h ro u g h  t h e  u n to uc h e d  m e t al, a n d  it s  a b solu t e
in t e r c e p tion  by  t h e  ink, if I m ay  so  c all it,  of t h e
w ri ting,  w hich  bi t e s  d e e ply in to  t h e  leaf.  This
p roc e s s  c a n  b e  r e p e a t e d  al mos t  ad  libi tu m ;
a n d  it  is e q u ally e a sy  to  t ak e  a t  a ny tim e  a  fre s h
copy u po n  tafroo , w hich  s e rves  a g ain  for  t h e
r e p ro d u c tion  of a ny n u m b e r  of difra  copies.  
The  book, for  t h e  conve nienc e  of t hi s  m o d e  of r e p ro d u c tion,
con sis t s  of a  single  s h e e t ,  g e n e r ally fro m  fou r  to
eig h t  inch es  in  b r e a d t h  a n d  of a ny leng t h  r e q ui r e d.  
The  w ri ting  in t e n d e d  to  b e  t h u s  copie d  is alw ays  min u t e,
a n d  is r e a d  for  t h e  m os t  p a r t  t h ro u g h  m a g nifying  s p e c t acle s.  
A rolle r  is a t t a c h e d  to  e a c h  e n d  of t h e  s h e e t ,  a n d
w h e n  no t  in u s e  t h e  la t t e r  is wo u n d  ro u n d  t h a t  a t t a c h e d
to  t h e  conclusion.   Wh e n  r e q ui r e d  for  r e a din g,
bo t h  rolle r s  a r e  fixed  in  a  s t a n d,  a n d  slowly m ove d
by clockwo rk, w hich  s p r e a d s  b efor e  t h e  eyes  of t h e
r e a d e r  a  len g t h  of a bo u t  fou r  inch es  a t  onc e.  
The  m o tion  is slack e n e d  o r  q uicke n e d  a t  t h e  r e a d e r’s
pl e a s u r e,  a n d  c a n  b e  s top p e d  al tog e t h er, by touc hin g
a  s p rin g.   Anoth e r  m e a n s  of r e p ro d ucing,  no t  m e r ely
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w ri tings  o r  d r a wing s,  b u t  n a t u r al  objec t s ,  consis t s
in  a  si m ple  a d a p t a tion  of t h e  ca m era obs cura .
[The  only e s s e n ti al  diffe r e n c e  fro m  ou r  p ho tog r a p h s
b ein g  t h a t  t h e  M a r ti al a r t  r e p rod uc es  colou r  a s  w ell
a s  ou tline,  I o mi t  t his  d e s c rip tion.]

While  I w a s  p r a c tising  mys elf in t h e  M a r ti al lan g u a g e
my  hos t  t u r n e d  ou r  exp e ri m e n t al conve r s a tions  c hi efly,
if no t  exclusively, u po n  Ter r e s t ri al  s u bjec t s;  e n d e avou rin g
to  le a r n  all t h a t  I co uld  convey to  hi m  of t h e  p hysical
p ec ulia ri ti es  of t h e  E a r t h,  of g eology, g eo g r a p hy,
veg e t a tion,  a ni m al life  in  all it s  for m s,  h u m a n  exis t e nc e ,
laws,  m a n n e r s ,  soci al a n d  do m e s tic  o r d er.  Afte rw a r d s ,
w h e n,  a t  t h e  e n d  of so m e  fifty d ays,  h e  foun d  t h a t
w e  could  conve r s e ,  if no t  wi th  e a s e  ye t  wi t ho u t  fea r
of s e rious  mis a p p r e h e n sion, h e  took a n  e a r ly op po r t u ni ty
of explaining  to  m e  t h e  c a u s e s  a n d  ci rc u m s t a nc e s  of
my  u nf ri en dly r e c e p tion  a mo n g  his  p eo ple.
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“Your  size  a n d  for m,” h e  s aid,  “s t a r tl ed
a n d  s u r p ri se d  t h e m.   I g a t h e r  fro m  w h a t  you h ave
told  m e  t h a t  on  E a r t h  t h e r e  a r e  m a ny n a tions  ve ry
imp e rfec tly know n  to  on e  a no t h er, wi th  diffe r e n t  d r e s s ,
lang u a g e,  a n d  m a n n e r s .   This  pl a n e t  is no w  inh a bi t e d
by a  single  r a c e ,  all s p e a king  t h e  s a m e  to n g u e,  u sin g
m u c h  t h e  s a m e  c us to m s,  a n d  diffe ring  fro m  on e  a no t h e r
in for m  a n d  size  m u c h  less  wid ely t h a n  (I u n d e r s t a n d)
do  m e n  u po n  you r  E a r t h.   The r e  you  mig h t  h ave
b e e n  t ak e n  for  a  visi to r  fro m  so m e  s t r a n g e  a n d  u n explo r e d
cou n t ry.  H e r e  i t w a s  cle a r  t h a t  you  w e r e  no t
on e  of ou r  r ac e ,  a n d  ye t  it  w a s  inconc eiva ble  w h a t
els e  you  could  b e .   We h ave  no  gi a n t s;  t h e  t alles t
sk el e ton  p r e s e rve d  in  ou r  m u s e u m s  is sc a r c ely a  h a n d’s
b r e a d t h  t alle r  t h a n  mys elf, a n d  do es  no t ,  of cou r s e ,
a p p ro ac h  to  you r  s t a t u r e .   The n,  a s  you  h ave  poin t e d
ou t,  you r  limbs  a r e  long e r  a n d  you r  c h e s t  s m alle r
in  p ropo r tion  to  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  body; p ro b a bly b e c a u s e ,
a s  you  s e e m  to  s ay, you r  a t m os p h e r e  is d e n s e r  t h a n
ou r s ,  a n d  w e  r e q ui r e  a m pl e r  lung s  to  inh ale  t h e  q u a n ti ty
of ai r  n e c e s s a ry  a t  e a c h  b r e a t h  for  t h e  oxida tion  of
t h e  blood.   The n  you  w e r e  no t  d u m b,  a n d  ye t  affec t e d
no t  to  u n d e r s t a n d  ou r  lang u a g e  a n d  to  s p e ak  a  diffe r e n t
on e.   N o  s uc h  c r e a t u r e  could  h ave  exis t e d  in t his
pl a n e t  wi thou t  h aving  b e e n  s e e n ,  d e sc rib e d,  a n d  c a nvas s e d.  
You did  no t,  t h e r efo r e ,  b elon g  to  u s .   The  s to ry
you  told  by signs  w a s  q uickly a p p r e h e n d e d,  a n d  a s
q uickly r ej ec t e d  a s  a n  a u d a cious  impossibility. 
I t  w a s  a n  insul t  to  t h e  in t ellige nc e  of you r  h e a r e r s ,
a n d  a  s ufficien t  g ro u n d  for  s u s p e c ting  a  b ein g  of
s uc h  size  a n d  p hysical s t r e n g t h  of so m e  evil o r  d a n g e ro u s
d e sign.   The  m o b  w ho  fir s t  a t t a ck e d  you  w e r e  p rob a bly
only p e r pl exe d  a n d  ir ri t a t e d;  t hos e  w ho  s u b s e q u e n tly
in t e rfe r e d  m ay h ave  b e e n  a ni m a t e d  al so  by s cie n tific
c u riosi ty.  You wo uld  h ave  b e e n  w ell wo r t h  a n a to mis a tion
a n d  c h e mical a n alysis.  Your m ail-s hi r t  p ro t e c t e d
you  fro m  t h e  s hock of t h e  d r a go n,  w hich  w a s  m e a n t
to  p a r alys e  a n d  pl ac e  you  a t  t h e  m e r cy of you r  a s s aila n t s;
t h e  m e t al  dis t ribu ting  t h e  c u r r e n t ,  a n d  t h e  silken
lining  r e sis ting  it s  p a s s a g e.   S till, a t  t h e  m o m e n t
w h e n  I in t e r pos e d,  you  wo uld  c e r t ainly h ave  b e e n  d e s t roye d
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b u t  for  you r  m a no e uv r e  of laying  hold  of t wo  of you r
im m e dia t e  e s co r t .   Ou r  d e s t r uc tive  w e a po n s  a r e
fa r  s u p e rio r  to  a ny you  pos s e s s  o r  h ave  d e s c rib e d.  
Tha t  levelled  a t  you  by my  n eigh bo u r  wo uld  h ave  s e n t
to  t e n  tim e s  you r  dis t a nc e  a  s m all b all, w hich,  b u r s tin g,
wo uld  h ave  a s p hyxia t e d  eve ry  living  t hin g  for  s eve r al
ya r ds  a ro u n d.   Bu t  ou r  laws  r e g a r din g  t h e  u s e
of s uc h  w e a po ns  a r e  ve ry s t r ing e n t ,  a n d  you r  e n e my
d a r e d  no t  imp e ril t h e  lives  of t hos e  you  h eld.  
Thos e  law s  would  no t ,  h e  evid e n tly t ho u g h t ,  a p ply
to  you r s elf, w ho,  a s  h e  wo uld  h ave  affir m e d,  could
no t  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  a  m a n  a n d  a n  objec t  of leg al p ro t ec tion.”

H e  explaine d  t h e  m o tives  a n d  con d uc t  of hi s  cou n t ry m e n
wi th  s uc h  p e rf ec t  coolnes s,  s uc h  a b s e nc e  of s u r p ris e
o r  indig n a tion,  t h a t  I fel t  sligh tly n e t tl e d,  a n d
a n s w e r e d  s a r c a s tically, “If t h e  sla u g h t e r  of
s t r a n g e r s  w hos e  a ccou n t  of t h e m s elves  a p p e a r s  imp rob a ble
b e  so  co m ple t ely a  m a t t e r  of cou r s e  a m o n g  you, I a m
a t  a  loss  to  u n d e r s t a n d  you r  ow n  in t e rfe r e n c e ,  a n d
t h e  t r e a t m e n t  I h av e  r e c eived  fro m  you r s elf a n d  you r
fa mily, so  u t t e rly op posi t e  in  s pi ri t  a s  w ell a s  in
for m  to  t h a t  I m e t  fro m  eve rybody el s e.”
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“I do  no t ,” h e  a n s w e r e d,  “alw ays
a c t  fro m  t h e  m o tives  in vogu e  a m o n g  my fellow-c r e a t u r e s
of t his  pl a n e t ;  b u t  w hy a n d  how  I diffe r  fro m  t h e m
it mig h t  no t  b e  w ell to  explain.   I t  is for  t h e
m o m e n t  of m o r e  cons e q u e n c e  to  t ell you  w hy you  h ave
b e e n  ke p t  in so m e  s e n s e  a  p r ison e r  h e r e .   My n eigh bo u r s ,
ind e p e n d e n tly of g e n e r al  laws,  a r e  for  c e r t ain  r e a so n s
af r aid  to  do  m e  s e rious  w ro n g.   While  in my  co m p a ny
or  in my d w elling  t h ey could  h a r dly a t t e m p t  you r  life
wi tho u t  e n d a n g e rin g  min e  o r  t hos e  of my  fa mily. 
If you  w e r e  s e e n  alon e  ou t side  my p r e mis e s,  a no t h e r
a t t e m p t ,  w h e t h e r  by t h e  a s p hyxia to r  o r  by a  d e s t r u c tive
a ni m al, wo uld  p ro b a bly b e  m a d e,  a n d  mig h t  t his  t im e
p rove  s ucc e s sful.  Till, t h e r efo r e,  t h e  q u e s tion
of you r  h u m a ni ty a n d  righ t  to  t h e  p ro t ec tion  of ou r
law is d e cide d  by t hos e  to  w ho m  it h a s  b e e n  s u b mi t t e d,
I will b e g  you  no t  to  ven t u r e  alon e  b eyon d  t h e  bo u n d s
t h a t  affo rd  you  s e c u ri ty; a n d  to  b elieve  t h a t  in t his
r e q u e s t ,  a s  in  d e t aining  you p e rfo rc e  h e r e tofo r e,
I a m  a c ting  sim ply for  you r  ow n  w elfa r e ,  a n d  no t ,”
h e  a d d e d,  s miling,  “with  a  view to  s ec u r e  t h e
fir s t  oppo r t u ni ty of p u t tin g  you r  r ela tion  to  ou r
r a c e  to  t h e  t e s t s  of t h e  dis s ec ting  t a bl e  a n d  t h e
labo r a to ry.”

“But  my s to ry explain e d  eve ry t hing  t h a t  s e e m e d
inexplica ble; w hy w a s  it  no t  b elieved?   I t  w as
a s s u m e d  t h a t  I could  no t  b elon g  to  M a r s;  ye t  I w a s
a  living  c r e a t u r e  in t h e  fles h,  a n d  m u s t  t h e r efo r e
h ave  co m e  fro m  so m e  o th e r  pl a n e t ,  a s  I could  h a r dly
b e  s u p pos e d  to  b e  a n  inh a bi t a n t  of s p a c e.”

“We do n’t r e a so n  on  impossibilitie s,”
r e plied  my frien d.   “We h ave  a  m axim  t h a t
it  is m o r e  p ro b a ble  t h a t  a ny n u m b e r  of wi tn e ss e s  s ho uld
lie, t h a t  t h e  s e n s e s  of a ny n u m b e r  of p e r so ns  s ho uld
b e  d elu d e d,  t h a n  t h a t  a  mi r a cl e  s ho uld  b e  t r u e;  a n d
by a  mi r a cle  w e  m e a n  a n  in t e r r u p tion  o r  viola tion
of t h e  know n  laws  of n a t u r e .”

“On e  e min e n t  t e r r e s t ri al s c e p tic,” I r ejoin e d,
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“ha s  s aid  t h e  s a m e  t hing,  a n d  m a s t e r s  of t h e
scie nc e  of p ro b a bili tie s  h ave  s u p po r t e d  hi s  a s s e r tion.  
Bu t  a  mi r a cle  s ho uld  b e  a  viola tion  no t  m e r ely of t h e
know n  b u t  of all t h e  laws  of n a t u r e ,  a n d  u n til you
know all t hos e  laws, how  c a n  you  t ell w h a t  is a  mi r a cl e?  
The  lifting  of iron  by  a  m a g n e t—I s u p pos e
you  h ave  iron  a n d  load s to n e s  h e r e  a s  w e  h ave  on  E a r t h—w a s,
to  t h e  fir s t  m a n  w ho  wi tn e ss e d  it,  jus t  a s  co m ple t e
a  viola tion  of t h e  law of g r avity a s  no w  a p p e a r s  my
voyag e  t h ro u g h  s p ac e,  a cco m plish e d  by a  forc e  b e a rin g
so m e  r el a tion  to  t h a t  w hic h  a c t s  t h ro u g h  t h e  m a g n e t .”

“Ou r  p hilosop h e r s,” h e  a n s w e r e d,  “a r e
p ro b a bly s a tisfied  t h a t  t h ey know  n e a rly all t h a t
is to  b e  know n  of n a t u r al  laws  a n d  forc es;  a n d  to
d elu sion  o r  illusion  h u m a n  s e n s e  is u n d e ni a bly liabl e.”

“If,” I s aid,  “you  c a n no t  t r u s t
you r  s e n s es ,  you  m ay  a s  w ell di sb elieve  in  you r  ow n
exis t e nc e  a n d  in eve ry thing  a ro u n d  you, for  you know
no t hing  s ave  t h rou g h  t hos e  s e n s e s  w hich  a r e  liable
to  illusion.   Bu t  w e  know p r a c tically t h a t  t h e r e
a r e  limit s  to  illusion.   At a ny r a t e ,  you r  m axi m
lea ds  di r ec tly a n d  p r a c tic ally to  t h e  infe r e nc e  t h a t ,
since  I do  no t  b elong  to  M a r s  a n d  c a n no t  h ave  co m e
fro m  a ny o th e r  wo rld,  I a m  no t  h e r e ,  a n d  in  fac t  do
no t  exis t .   S u r ely it w a s  so m e w h a t  illogic al to
s hoo t  a n  illusion  a n d  in t e n d  to  dis s ec t  a  s p ec t r e!  
Is  no t  a  fac t  t h e  co m ple t e  a n d  u n a n s w e r a ble  r efu t a tion
of it s  impossibility?”
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“A good  m a ny  fac t s  to  w hic h  I could  t e s tify,”
h e  r e plie d,  “a r e  in t his  wo rld  confe ss e d  impos sibili tie s,
a n d  if my  n eig h bo u r s  wi t n e s s e d  t h e m  t h ey wo uld  p ro no u n c e
t h e m  to  b e  ei t h e r  impos t u r e s  o r  illusions.”

“The n,” s aid  I, so m e w h a t  indign a n tly,
“th ey m u s t  p r efe r  infe r e nc e s  fro m  fac t s  to  fac t s
t h e m s elves,  a n d  t h e  d e d u c tions  of logic to  t h e  evide nc e
of t h ei r  s e n s e s .   Yet, if t h a t  evide nc e  b e  w a n ting
in c e r t ain ty, t h e n ,  sinc e  no  c h ain  c a n  b e  s t ro n g e r
t h a n  it s  w e a k e s t  poin t ,  infe r e n c e s  a r e  do u bly u nc e r t ain;
fir s t ,  b e c a u s e  t h ey  a r e  d r a w n  fro m  fac t s  r e po r t e d
by s e n s e,  a n d,  s e con dly, b e c a u s e  a  flaw in t h e  logic
is alw ays  possible.”

“Do no t  r e p e a t  t h a t  ou t  of doo r s,” h e
a n s w e r e d,  s miling.   “It  is no t  p e r mi t t e d
h e r e  to  do u b t  t h e  infallibili ty of scie nc e;  a n d  a ny
on e  w ho  ven t u r e s  to  affir m  p e r sis t e n tly a  s to ry w hic h
scie nc e  p ro nou nc e s  impossible  (like  you r  voya g e  t h ro u g h
s p ac e), if h e  do  no t  fall a t  onc e  a  vic tim  to  pop ula r
pi e ty, would  b e  consign e d  to  t h e  wo rs e  t h a n  living
d e a t h  of life-long  confine m e n t  in  a  lun a tic  hos pit al.”

“In t h a t  c a s e  I fea r  ve ry m u c h  t h a t  I h ave  li t tle
c h a n c e  of b eing  p u t  u n d e r  t h e  p ro t e c tion  of you r  laws,
since ,  w h a t eve r  m ay b e  t h e  imp r e s sion  of t hos e  w ho
h ave  s e e n  m e,  eve ry on e  els e  m u s t  inevit a bly p ro nou nc e
m e  no n-exis t e n t;  a n d  a  no n e n ti ty c a n  h a r dly b e  t h e
s u bjec t  of leg al  w ro n g  o r  h ave  a  r ig h t  to  leg al r e d r e s s .”

“Nor,” h e  r e plied,  “ca n  t h e r e  b e
a ny n e e d  o r  a ny rig h t  to  a n nihila t e  t h a t  w hich  do es
no t  exis t .   This  al t e r n a tive  m ay occ u py ou r  Cou r t s
of Jus tice,  for  a u g h t  I know, long e r  t h a n  you o r  I
c a n  ho p e  to  live.  Wh a t  I h ave  a s k e d  is t h a t ,
till t h e s e  h ave  d e cid e d  b e t w e e n  t wo  con t r a dic to ry
a b s u r di ti es,  you  s h all b e  p rovision ally a n d  wi thou t
p r ejudice  co nsid e r e d  a s  a  h u m a n  r e ality a n d  a n  objec t
of leg al p ro t ec tion.”
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“And w ho,” I a sk e d,  “h as  a u t ho ri ty
ad  in t eri m  to  d e cide  t hi s  poin t?”

“It  w a s  s u b mi t t e d,” h e  a n s w e r e d,  “in
t h e  fir s t  pl ac e,  to  t h e  Astyn t a  (ca p t ain,  p r e side n t)
w ho  gove r n s  t hi s  dis t ric t;  b u t ,  a s  I exp ec t e d,  h e
d ecline d  to  p ro nou nc e  u po n  it, a n d  r ef e r r e d  it to  t h e
M e p t a  (gove r no r)  of t h e  p rovince .   H alf-a n-ho u r’s
a r g u m e n t  so  b e wilde r e d  t h e  la t t e r  t h a t  h e  s e n t  t h e
q u e s tion  im m e dia t ely to  t h e  Za m p t a  (Re g e n t)  of t his
do minion,  a n d  h e ,  af t e r  h e a ring  by t ele g r a p h  t h e  op e ning
of t h e  c a s e ,  a t  onc e  p ro nou nc e d  t h a t ,  a s  affec ting
t h e  e n ti r e  pl a n e t ,  i t m u s t  b e  d e cid e d  by t h e  Ca m p t a
o r  S uz e r ain.   N ow  t his  g e n tl e m a n  is imp a tie n t  of
t h e  do g m a ti s m  of t h e  p hilosop h e r s ,  w ho  h ave  t ri e d  r ec e n tly
to  impos e  u po n  hi m  on e  o r  two  n e w  t h eo r e tical r ul e s
w hich  wo uld  limi t  t h e  a m o u n t  of w h a t  h e  c alls  fr e e
will t h a t  h e  p r a c tic ally e njoys; a n d  a s  t h e  p hilosop h e r s
a r e  all a g ains t  you, a n d  a s ,  m o r eover, h e  h a s  a  s t ro n g
t hou g h  s ec r e t  h a nk e ring  af t e r  c u rious  p h e no m e n a—it
wo uld  no t  do  to  s ay, af t e r  impossibili tie s—I
do  no t  t hink  h e  will a llow you  to  b e  d e s t roye d,  a t
lea s t  till h e  h a s  s e e n  you.”

“Is it possible,” I s aid,  “th a t
eve n  you r  m o n a r c h  c h e ris h e s  a  b elief in  t h e  inc r e dible
o r  logically impossible,  a n d  ye t  e sc a p e s  t h e  lun a tic
a sylu m  with  w hich  you  t h r e a t e n  m e?”
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“I s ho uld  no t  e s c a p e  g r ave  cons e q u e n c e s  w e r e
I to  a t t r ib u t e  to  hi m  a  h e r e sy so  d e t e s t a bl e,”
s aid  my hos t .   “Eve n  t h e  Ca m p t a  wo uld  no t
b e  r a s h  e no u g h  to  le t  it b e  s aid  t h a t  h e  dou b t s  t h e
infallibili ty of scie nc e ,  o r  of p u blic  opinion  a s
its  expon e n t .   Bu t  a s  it  is t h e  wo r s t  of offenc es
to  s u g g e s t  t h e  exis t e nc e  of t h a t  w hich  is p ro nou nc e d
impossible  o r  u n s cie n tific, t h e  s u p r e m e  a u t ho ri ty c a n
alw ays,  in vir t u e  of t h e  e no r mi ty of t h e  g uil t,  insis t
on  u n d e r t aking  hi ms elf t h e  exec u tive  inves tig a tion
of all s uc h  c a s e s; a n d  g e n e r ally con t rives  to  h ave
t h e  impos sibili ty, if a  t a n gible  on e,  b ro u g h t  in to
t h e  p r e s e n c e  ei t h e r  a s  evide nc e  o r  a s  a cco m plice.”

“Well,” I r ejoine d,  af t e r  a  few min u t e s’
r eflec tion,  “I don’t  know  t h a t  I h ave
m u c h  rig h t  to  co m plain  of ide a s  w hich,  af t e r  all, a r e
b u t  t h e  logical d evelop m e n t  of t hos e  w hich,  a r e  finding
con s t a n tly m o r e  a n d  m o r e  favou r  a m o n g  ou r  m o s t  e nligh t e n e d
n a tions.   I c a n  q ui t e  b elieve,  fro m  w h a t  I h av e
s e e n  of ou r  lea din g  scie n tis t s ,  t h a t  in  a no t h e r  c e n t u ry
it  m ay  b e  d a n g e ro us  in my ow n  cou n t ry  for  my  d e s c e n d a n t s
to  p rofe ss  t h a t  b elief in  a  C r e a to r  a n d  a  fu t u r e  life
w hich  I a m  s u p e r s ti tious  e no u g h  to  p r efe r  to  all t h e
r evela tions  of all t h e  m a t e ri al  s cie nc e s.”

“As you  value  you r  life a n d  fr e e do m,”
h e  r e plie d,  “don’t s p e ak  of s uc h  a  b elief
h e r e ,  s ave  to  t h e  m e m b e r s  of my  ow n  family, a n d  to
t hos e  wi th  w ho m  I m ay  t ell you  you  a r e  s afe.  
S uc h  ide as  w e r e  h eld  h e r e ,  a l mos t  a s  g e n e r ally a s
you  s ay  t h ey now  a r e  on  E a r t h,  so m e  tw elve  t hou s a n d
ye a r s  a go,  a n d  t w e n ty t hou s a n d  ye a r s  a go  t h ei r  p rofes sion
w a s  co m p ulso ry.  Bu t  for  t h e  las t  h u n d r e d  c e n t u ri e s
it  h a s  b e e n  s e t tl e d  t h a t  t h ey a r e  u t t e rly fa t al  to
t h e  p ro g r e s s  of t h e  r a c e ,  to  e nligh t e n m e n t ,  to  m o r ali ty,
a n d  to  t h e  p r a c tical d evotion  of ou r  e n e r gi e s  to  t h e
b u sin es s  of life; a n d  t h ey  a r e  no t  m e r ely dis avow e d
a n d  d e no u nc e d,  b u t  h a t e d  wi th  a n  e a r n e s t n e s s  p ro po r tion e d
to  t h e  scie n tific e n t h u si as m  of cl as s e s  a n d  individu als.”
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“But,” s aid  I, “if so  long,  so  s eve r ely,
a n d  so  u nive r s ally discou n t e n a nc e d,  ho w  c a n  t h ei r
exp r e s sion  by on e  m a n  h e r e  o r  t h e r e  b e  consid e r e d
p e rilous?”

“Ou r  p hilosop h e r s  s ay,” h e  r e plied,  “th a t
t h e  a t t r a c tiven es s  of t h e s e  ide as  to  c e r t ain  min ds
is s uc h  t h a t  no  r e a so ning,  no  d e m o n s t r a tion  of t h ei r
a b s u r di ty, will p r eve n t  t h ei r  exe rcising  a  misc hievous
influe nc e  u po n  w e a k,  a n d  e s p e cially u po n  fe minine
n a t u r e s ;  a n d  p e r h a p s  t h e  s u s picion  t h a t  t h ey  a r e  s till
h eld  in  s ec r e t  m ay con t rib u t e  to  ke e p  alive  t h e  bi t t e r n e s s
wi th  w hich  t h ey a r e  r e p u dia t e d  a n d  r e p r e s s e d.  
Bu t  if t h ey a r e  so  h eld,  if t h e r e  b e  a ny w ho  b elieve
t h a t  t h e  o r d e r  of t h e  u nive r s e  w a s  a t  fi r s t  e s t a blish e d,
a n d  t h a t  it s  a c tive  force s  a r e  s till s u s t ain e d  a n d
gove r n e d,  by  a  conscious  In t ellige nc e—if
t h e r e  b e  t hos e  w ho  t hink  t h a t  t h ey h ave  p roof posi tive
of t h e  con tin u e d  exis t e nc e  of h u m a n  b ein gs  af t e r  d e a t h— t h ei r
s ec r e t  h a s  b e e n  w ell k e p t .   For  ve ry m a ny  c e n t u ri e s
h ave  el a ps e d  sinc e  t h e  las t  vic tim  of s uc h  d elu sions,
a s  t h ey  w e r e  sole m nly p ro nou nc e d  by p u blic vote  in
t h e  r eig n  of t h e  fou r-h u n d r e d t h  p r e d ec es so r  of t h e
p r e s e n t  Ca m p t a ,  w a s  s e n t  a s  incu r a ble  to  t h e  d a n g e ro u s
w a r d  of ou r  s t ric t e s t  hos pi t al  for  t h e  ins a n e.”
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A ton e  of irony, a n d  a t  t h e  s a m e  tim e  a n  ai r  of g u a r d e d
r e s e rve,  s e e m e d  to  p e rva d e  all my  hos t’s  r e m a rks
on  t hi s  s u bjec t ,  a n d  I p e r c eive d  t h a t  for  so m e  r e a so n
it  w a s  so  u n ple as a n t  to  hi m  t h a t  cou r t e sy oblige d
m e  to  d ro p  it.  I p u t ,  t h e r efo r e,  to  t u r n  t h e
conve r s a tion,  so m e  q u e s tions  a s  to  t h e  politic al o r g a nis a tion
of w hich  hi s  wo r d s  h a d  affor d e d  m e  a  glim p s e;  a n d
in r e ply h e  u n d e r took to  give  m e  a  s u m m a ry of t h e
poli tic al hi s to ry of hi s  pl a n e t  d u ring  t h e  las t  few
h u n d r e d  g e n e r a tions.

“If,” h e  s aid,  “in giving  you  t his
sk e t c h  of t h e  p roc e ss  by  w hich  ou r  p r e s e n t  social
o r d e r  h a s  b e e n  e s t a blish e d,  I s hould  m e n tion  a  cla s s
o r  p a r ty w ho  h ave  s tood  a t  c e r t ain  tim e s  dis tinc tly
a p a r t  fro m  o r  in op posi tion  to  t h e  m ajo ri ty, I m u s t ,
in  t h e  fi r s t  pl ac e ,  b e g  you to  a sk  no  q u e s tions  a bo u t
t h e m,  a n d  in t h e  n ex t  no t  to  r e p e a t  inc a u tiously t h e
lit tle  I m ay  t ell you, o r  to  s how, by a sking  q u e s tions
of o th e r s ,  w h a t  you h ave  h e a r d  fro m  m e.”

I g ave  my  p ro mis e  fra nkly, of cou r s e ,  a n d  h e  t h e n
g ave  m e  t h e  following  sk e t c h  of M a r ti al hi s to ry:—

We d a t e  eve n t s  fro m  t h e  u nion  of all r a c e s  a n d  n a tions
in a  single  S t a t e ,  a  u nion  w hich  w a s  for m ally e s t a blish e d
1 3,21 8  ye a r s  a go.   At t h a t  t im e  t h e  la r g e  m ajo ri ty
of t h e  inh a bi t a n t s  of t his  pl a n e t  poss e s s e d  no  o t h e r
p ro p e r ty t h a n  t h ei r  ho us e s ,  clo th e s,  a n d  tools, t h ei r
fu r ni tu r e ,  a n d  a  few o th e r  t rifles.   The  lan d  w a s
ow n e d  by few e r  t h a n  4 0 0,00 0  p ro p rie to r s.   Thos e
w ho  poss e s s e d  m ova ble  w e al t h  m ay  h av e  n u m b e r e d  t h ric e
a s  m a ny.  Politic al a n d  social pow e r  w a s  in t h e
h a n d s  of t h e  ow n e r s  of p ro p e r ty, a n d  of t hos e,  g e n e r ally
con n e c t e d  wi th  t h e m  by bi r t h  o r  m a r ri a g e,  w ho  w e r e
a t  a ny r a t e  no t  d e p e n d e n t  on  m a n u al  labou r  for  t h ei r
b r e a d.   Bu t  a m o n g  t h e s e  t h e r e  w e r e  divisions  a n d
fac tions  on  va rious  q u e s tions  m o r e  o r  les s  t r ivial,
no n e  of t h e m  a p p ro ac hing  in  impo r t a n c e  o r  in t e r e s t
to  t h e  fun d a m e n t al a n d  ir r econcilabl e  conflic t  s u r e
on e  d ay to  a ri s e  b e t w e e n  t hos e  w ho  h a d  a c c u m ula t e d
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w e al th  a n d  t hos e  w ho  h a d  no t .   To g ain  t h ei r  e n d s
in on e  o r  a no t h e r  of t h e s e  frivolous  q u a r r el s,  e a c h
p a r ty in  t u r n  a d mi t t e d  to  politic al influe nc e  s ec tion
af t e r  s ec tion  of w h a t  you  c all t h e  p role t a ri a t;  till
in  t h e  yea r  3 2 7 8  u nive r s al  s uff r a g e  w a s  g r a n t e d,  eve ry
m a n  a n d  wo m a n  ove r  t h e  a g e  of t w elve  yea r s  [6] b ein g
e n ti tl ed  to  a  single  a n d  e q u al  vote.

Abou t  t h e  s a m e  tim e  t h e  c h a n g e  in  opinion  of w hich
I h ave  s poke n  h a d  t ak e n  g e n e r al  effec t,  a n d  t h e  vas t
m ajo ri ty of t h e  m e n,  a t  a ny r a t e ,  h a d  c e a s e d  to  b elieve
in a  fu tu r e  life  w h e r ein  t h e  ineq u ali ties  a n d  iniqui tie s
of t his  mig h t  b e  r e d r e s s e d.   I t  follow e d  t h a t  t h ey
w e r e  fie rc ely imp a tie n t  of h a r d s hip s  a n d  s uffe rin g,
e s p e cially s uc h  a s  t h ey  t ho u g h t  mig h t  b e  r e d r e s s e d
by poli tic al a n d  social c h a n g e s .   The  lea d e r s
of t h e  m ul ti tu d e ,  for  t h e  m os t  p a r t  m e n  b elonging  to
t h e  p ro p e r ti ed  cla s s e s  w ho  h a d  ei t h e r  w a s t e d  t h ei r
w e al th  o r  n eve r  pos s e s s e d  a ny, d e m a n d e d  t h e  a bolition
of p riva t e  ow n e r s hip,  fir s t  of lan d,  t h e n  of m ov a ble
w e al th;  a  d e m a n d  w hich  fie rc ely exci t e d  t h e  p a s sions
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of t hos e  w ho  pos s e s s e d  n ei th er, a n d  a s  bi t t e rly p rovoke d
t h e  a n g e r  a n d  al a r m  of t hos e  w ho  did.   The  s t r u g gle
r a g e d  for  so m e  g e n e r a tions  a n d  e n d e d  by a n  a p p e al
to  t h e  s wo r d;  in  w hich,  sinc e  t h e  forc e  of t h e  S t a t e
w a s  by law in t h e  h a n d s  of t h e  m ajo ri ty, t h e  in t ellige n t ,
t h rif ty, c a r eful ow n e r s  of p ro p e r ty wi th  t h ei r  a d h e r e n t s
w e r e  sign ally d efe a t e d.   U nive r s al co m m u nis m  w a s
e s t a blis h e d  in 3 4 1 2,  no n e  b eing  p e r mi t t e d  to  ow n,
o r  eve n  to  claim, t h e  exclusive  u s e  of a ny po r tion
of t h e  pla n e t’s  s u rfac e,  o r  of a ny o th e r  p ro p e r ty
exc e p t  t h e  s h a r e  of food  a n d  clo t hing  allot t e d  to
hi m.  On e  only p rivileg e  w a s  allow e d  to  c e r t ain
s ec t a ri es  w ho  s till clu n g  to  t h e  h a bi t s  of t h e  p a s t ,
to  t h e  p e r m a n e n c e  a n d  p rivacy of fa mily life. 
They w e r e  p e r mi t t e d  to  h ave  ho us e s  o r  po r tions  of
ho us es  to  t h e m s elves,  a n d  to  live t h e r e  on  t h e  s h a r e
of t h e  p u blic  p ro d uc e  allo t t e d  to  t h e  s eve r al  m e m b e r s
of e a c h  ho us e hold.   I t  h a d  b e e n  a s s u m e d  a s  m a t t e r
of cou r s e  by  t h e  m ajo ri ty t h a t  w h e n  eve ry on e  w a s
forc e d  to  work  t h e r e  wo uld  b e  m o r e  t h a n  e no u g h  for
all; t h a t  p u blic s pi ri t,  a n d  if n e c e s s a ry co e rcion,
wo uld  p rove  a s  effec t u al s tim ula n t s  to  exe r tion  a n d
ind us t ry a s  in t e r e s t  a n d  n e c e s si ty h a d  do n e  u n d e r
t h e  sys t e m  of p riva t e  ow n e r s hip.

Thos e  w ho  r elied  on  t h e  r efu t a tion  of t his  t h eo ry
forgo t  t h a t  wi t h  poo r  a n d  s uffe ring  m e n  w ho  look to
no  fu t u r e ,  a n d  a cknowle d g e  no  law b u t  s uc h  a s  is c r e a t e d
by t h ei r  ow n  c a p ricious  will a n d  pl e a s u r e ,  e nvy is
eve n  a  m o r e  pow e rful p a s sion  t h a n  g r e e d.   The  M a ny
p r efe r r e d  t h a t  w e al t h  a n d  luxu ry s ho uld  b e  d e s t roye d,
r a t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  t h ey  s ho uld  b e  t h e  exclusive  poss e s sion
of t h e  Few.  The  fir s t  a n d  m o s t  visible  effec t
of Co m m u nis m  w a s  t h e  u t t e r  dis a p p e a r a n c e  of all p e ri s h a ble
luxu rie s,  of all food, clo thing,  fu rni tu r e ,  b e t t e r
t h a n  t h a t  e njoye d  by t h e  poo r e s t .   Wh a t eve r  could
no t  b e  p rod uc e d  in q u a n ti ti e s  s ufficien t  to  give  e a c h
a n  a p p r e cia ble  s h a r e  w a s  no t  p ro d uc e d  a t  all. 
N ex t,  t h e  q u a r r el s  a ri sing  ou t  of t h e  a p po r tion m e n t
of labou r  w e r e  bi t t er, co ns t a n t ,  a n d  s ava g e.  
Only a  g rindin g  d e s po tis m  could  co m pos e  t h e m,  a n d

96



t hos e  w ho  wield e d  s uc h  d e s po tis m  for  a  s ho r t  t im e  exci t e d
d u ring  t h e  p e riod  of t h ei r  r ul e  s uc h  fie r c e  a n d  u nive r s al
h a t r e d ,  t h a t  t h ey  w e r e  inva ri ably ove r t u r n e d  a n d  al mos t
inva ri a bly m u r d e r e d  b efo r e  t h ei r  ve ry b ri ef leg al
t e r m  of office  h a d  clos e d.   I t  w a s  no t  only t h a t
t hos e  e n g a g e d  in t h e  s a m e  kind  of labou r  q u a r r elled
ove r  t h e  t a sk  a s sig n e d  to  e a c h,  w h e t h e r  allo t t e d  in
p ro po r tion  to  his  s t r e n g t h ,  o r  to  t h e  difficul ty of
his  labo ur, o r  by  lot  e q u ally to  all.  Thos e  to
w ho m  t h e  les s  a g r e e a ble  e m ploym e n t s  w e r e  a s sig n e d
r e b elled  o r  m u r m u r e d,  a n d  a t  las t  it w a s  n e c e s s a ry
to  s u b s ti t u t e  ro t a tion  for  division  of labo ur, since
no  on e  wo uld  a d mi t  t h a t  h e  w a s  b e s t  fit t e d  for  t h e
low e r  o r  les s  a g r e e a ble.   Of cou r s e  w e  t h u s  w a s t e d
silve r  tools  in  doing  t h e  wo rk  of i ron,  a n d  r e d uc e d
e no r m o usly t h e  g e n e r al p ro d uc tion  of w e al th.   N ex t,
it  w a s  foun d  t h a t  sinc e  on e  m a n’s ind us t ry o r
idle n e s s  could  p ro d uc e  no  a p p r eci a ble  effec t  u po n
t h e  g e n e r al  w e al th,  s till les s  u po n  t h e  p a r ticul a r
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s h a r e  a s sig n e d  to  hi m,  eve ry m a n  w a s  a s  idle  a s  t h e
e nvy a n d  jealousy of hi s  n eigh bo u r s  wo uld  allow. 
Fin ally, a s  t h e  p ro d uc e  a n n u ally di minish e d  a n d  t h e
n u m b e r  of m o u t h s  to  b e  fed  b e c a m e  a  s e rious  conside r a tion,
t h e  p a r e n t s  of m a ny c hild r e n  w e r e  r e g a r d e d  a s  p u blic
e n e mie s.   The  e n ti r e  ind e p e n d e nc e  of wo m e n,  a s
e q u al  ci tize ns,  wi th  no  r e co g nis e d  r el a tion  to  individu al
m e n,  w a s  t h e  inevit a ble  ou tco m e,  logically a n d  p r a c tic ally,
of t h e  Co m m u nis tic  p rinciple; b u t  t his  only m a d e  m a t t e r s
wo r s e .   Atte m p t s  w e r e  of cou r s e  m a d e  to  r e s t r ain
m ul tiplica tion  by  law, b u t  t his  b ro u g h t  a bo u t  inquisi tions
so  u t t e rly in tole r a ble  t h a t  h u m a n  n a t u r e  r evolt e d
a g ain s t  t h e m.   The  s ec t a rie s  I h ave  m e n tion e d—a ro u n d
w ho m,  wi thou t  a do p ting  o r  eve n  u n d e r s t a n ding  t h ei r
p rinciple s,  g r a d u ally g a t h e r e d  all t h e  b e t t e r  el e m e n t s
of socie ty, eve ry m a n  of in t ellec t  a n d  s pi ri t  w ho
h a d  no t  b e e n  m u r d e r e d ,  wi th  a  s till la r g e r  p ro po r tion
of wo m e n—s ec e d e d  s e p a r a t ely o r  in conside r a ble
n u m b e r s  a t  onc e;  e s t a blish e d  t h e m s elves  in t hos e  p a r t s
of t h e  pla n e t  w hos e  les s  fe r tile  soil o r  less  g e nial
clim a t e  h a d  c a u s e d  t h e m  to  b e  a b a n do n e d,  a n d  t h e r e
o r g a nis e d  socie tie s  on  t h e  old  p rinciples  of p riva t e
ow n e r s hip  a n d  t h e  p e r m a n e n c e  of ho u s e hold  ti es.  
By a n d  by, a s  t h ey visibly p ros p e r e d ,  t h ey a t t r a c t e d
t h e  e nvy a n d  g r e e d  of t h e  Co m m u nis t s .   They wo rk e d
u n d e r  w h a t eve r  dis a dva n t a g e  could  b e  inflict e d  by
clim a t e  a n d  soil, b u t  t h ey  h a d  a  m u c h  m o r e  t h a n  cou n t e rvailing
a dva n t a g e  in m u t u al  a t t ac h m e n t ,  in fre e do m  fro m  t h e
bi t t e r  p a s sions  n e c e s s a rily exci t e d  by t h e  jealousy
a n d  ince ss a n t  m u t u al  in t e rfe r e n c e  ins e p a r a ble  fro m
t h e  Co m m u nis tic  sys t e m,  a n d  in  t h ei r  e s c a p e  fro m  t h e
c a p rice  a n d  ins t a bili ty of pop ula r  gove r n m e n t—t h e s e
socie tie s,  w h e t h e r  fro m  wis do m  o r  m e r e  r e a c tion,  s u b mi t ting
to  t h e  r ul e  of on e  o r  a  few c hief m a gis t r a t e s  s el ec t e d
by t h e  n a t u r al le ad e r s  of e a c h  co m m u ni ty.  Mor eover,
t h ey  h a d  no t  m e r ely t h e  a d h e sion  of all t h e  m o r e  a bl e,
a m bi tious,  a n d  in t ellec t u al w ho  s e c e d e d  fro m  a  r e p u blic
in w hich  n ei t h e r  t ale n t  no r  ind us t ry could  give  co mfo r t
o r  a dv a n t a g e ,  b u t  also  t h e  full b e n efi t  of inven tive
g e nius,  s tim ula t e d  by t h e  ho p e  of w e al th  in a d di tion
to  w h a t eve r  p u blic  s pi ri t  t h e  h a bi t s  of Co m m u nis m
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h a d  no t  exting uis h e d.   They sys t e m a tic ally e ncou r a g e d
t h e  cul tiva tion  of scie nc e,  w hich  t h e  Co m m u nis t s  h a d
ve ry e a r ly p u t  dow n  a s  a  wi th d r a w al of e n e r gy fro m
t h e  labou r  d u e  to  t h e  co m m u ni ty a t  la r g e .   They
h a d  a  m o nopoly of m a c hin e ry, of imp rove m e n t ,  of inven tion
bo t h  in a g ricul tu r e ,  in  m a n ufac t u r e s ,  a n d  in s elf-d efe nc e.  
They d evise d  w e a po ns  fa r  m o r e  d e s t r uc tive  t h a n  t hos e
pos s e ss e d  by t h e  old  regi m e , a n d  s till m o r e
s u p e rio r  to  s uc h  a s ,  af t e r  c e n t u ri es  of a n a r c hy a n d
d ecline,  t h e  Co m m u nis t s  w e r e  a bl e  to  p roc u r e .  
Fin ally, w h e n  a s s ailed  by t h e  la t t er, vas t  s u p e rio ri ty
of n u m b e r s  w a s  a n n ulled  by im m e a s u r a ble  s u p e rio ri ty
in w e a po ns  a n d  in discipline.   The  s e c e s sionis t s
w e r e  a ni m a t e d ,  too, by a  bi t t e r  r e s e n t m e n t  a g ain s t
t h ei r  a s s ailan t s,  a s  t h e  a u t ho r s  of t h e  g e n e r al  r uin
a n d  of m u c h  individu al  s uffe ring;  a n d  w h e n  t h e  vic to ry
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w a s  g ain e d,  t h ey  no t  inf r e q u e n tly imp rove d  it  to  t h e
u t t e r  d e s t r uc tion  of all w ho  h a d  t a k e n  p a r t  in t h e
a t t a ck.   Which eve r  sid e  w e r e  m os t  to  bl a m e  in
t h e  feu d,  no  q u a r t e r  w a s  give n  by ei th er.  I t  w a s
a n  in t e r n e cin e  w a r  of n u m b e r s ,  igno r a n c e ,  a n d  a n a r c hy
a g ain s t  scie nc e  a n d  o r d er.  On  bo t h  sides  t h e r e
s till r e m ain e d  m u c h  of t h e  s pi ri t  g e n e r a t e d  in  ti m e s
w h e n  life  w a s  les s  p r e cious  t h a n  t h e  valou r  by  w hic h
alon e  it  could  b e  h eld,  a n d  p r e s e rve d  t h ro u g h  milde r
a g e s  by t h e  b elief t h a t  d e a t h  w a s  no t  a n nihila tion—e no u g h
to  give  to  bo t h  p a r ti es  cou r a g e  to  s a c rifice  t h ei r
lives  for  t h e  vic to ry of t h ei r  c a u s e  a n d  t h e  d e s t r uc tion
of t h ei r  e n e mi es.   But  af t e r  a  few c r u s hing  d efe a t s,
t h e  Co m m u nis t s  w e r e  co m p elled  to  s u e  for  p e a c e,  a n d
to  c e d e  a  la rg e  p a r t  of t h ei r  r ich e s t  t e r ri to ry. 
Drive n  b a ck  into  t h ei r  ow n  c h ao tic  mis e ry, d e t e r r e d
by m e r ciles s  p u nis h m e n t  fro m  fu r t h e r  invasion  of t h ei r
n eig h bou r s’ do minions,  t h ey h a d  leisu r e  to  con t r a s t
t h ei r  w r e t c h e d  con di tion  wi th  t h a t  of t hos e  w ho  p ros p e r e d
u n d e r  t h e  r e s to r e d  sys t e m  of p riva t e  ow n e r s hip,  fa mily
in t e r e s t ,  s t ron g,  o r d e rly, p e r m a n e n t  gove r n m e n t ,  m a t e ri al
a n d  in t ellec t u al  civilis a tion.   M a c hin e ry  did  for
t h e  n e w  S t a t e ,  in to  w hich  t h e  s e c e ding  socie ti e s  w e r e
con solid a t e d  by  t h e  n e c e s si ty of s elf-d efe nc e,  m u c h
m o r e  t h a n  it h a d  do n e  b efo r e  Co m m u nis m  d ecla r e d  w a r
on  it.   The  s a m e  e nvy w hich,  if w a r  h a d  b e e n  a ny
long e r  possible,  would  h ave  u r g e d  t h e  Co m m u nis t s  a g ain
a n d  a g ain  to  plun d e r  t h e  w e al th  t h a t  con t r a s t e d  so
forcibly t h ei r  ow n  inc r e a sing  pove r ty, no w  h u m bled
t h e m  to  a d mir e  a n d  cove t  t h e  m e a n s  w hich  h a d  p ro d uc e d
it.  At las t ,  af t e r  bi t t e r  in t e s tin e  s t r u g gle s,
t h ey  volun t a rily s u b mi t t e d  to  t h e  r ul e  of t h ei r  r ivals,
a n d  e n t r e a t e d  t h e  la t t e r  to  a c c e p t  t h e m  a s  s u bjec t s
a n d  p u pils.  Thus  in t h e  3 9 t h  c e n t u ry o r d e r  a n d
p ro p e r ty w e r e  onc e  m o r e  e s t a blish e d  t h ro u g ho u t  t h e
pla n e t .

“But,  a s  I h ave  s aid,  w h a t  you c all r eligion
h a d  al tog e t h e r  di s a p p e a r e d—h a d  c e a s e d,
a t  le a s t  a s  a n  avow e d  p rinciple,  to  affec t  t h e  ide a s
a n d  con d u c t  of socie ty o r  of individu als.   The
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r e-e s t a blish m e n t  of p e a c e  a n d  o rd e r  conc e n t r a t e d  m e n’s
e n e r gie s  on  t h e  p rod uc tion  of m a t e ri al w e al th  a n d
t h e  a c hieve m e n t  of p hysical co mfor t  a n d  e a s e .  
Looking  forw a r d  to  no t hing  af t e r  d e a t h,  t h ey could
only m a k e  t h e  b e s t  of t h e  s ho r t  life  p e r mi t t e d  to
t h e m  a n d  do  t h ei r  u t mos t  to  leng t h e n  it.   In  t h e
a s s u r a nc e  of s p e e dy s e p a r a tion,  affec tion  b e c a m e  a
so u rc e  of m u c h  m o r e  a nxie ty a n d  so r row  t h a n  h a p pin e ss .  
All ti e s  b ein g  p r e c a rious  a n d  t h ei r  e n d u r a nc e  s ho r t ,
t h ei r  forc e  b e c a m e  less  a n d  les s;  till t h e  u t m os t
e njoym e n t  of t h e  long es t  pos sible  life  for  hi ms elf
b ec a m e  t h e  sole,  o r  al mos t  t h e  sole,  a ni m a tin g  m o tive,
t h e  on e  p a r a m o u n t  in t e r e s t ,  of e ac h  individu al. 
The  e q u ality w hich  logic h a d  e s t a blish e d  b e t w e e n  t h e
s exe s  di ssolved  t h e  fa mily t i e.   I t  w a s  impos sible
for  law to  dic t a t e  t h e  co n di tions  on  w hich  t wo  fre e
a n d  e q u al  individu als  s ho uld  live  tog e t h er, m e r ely
b ec a u s e  t h ey diffe r e d  in s ex.  All t h e  S t a t e  could
do  it did; it  insis t e d  on  a  p rovision  for  t h e  child r e n.  
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But  w h e n  p a r e n t al  affec tion  w a s  exting uis h e d,  s uc h
p rovision  could  only b e  s e c u r e d  by h a n ding  ove r  t h e
infa n t  a n d  its  po r tion  to  t h e  g u a r dia ns hip  of t h e
S t a t e .   As c hild r e n  w e r e  t ro u ble so m e  a n d  noisy,
t h e  p r ac tic e  of giving  t h e m  u p  to  p u blic office r s  to
b e  b ro u g h t  u p  in vas t  n u r s e ri e s  r e g ula t e d  on  t h e  s t ric t e s t
scie n tific p rinciple s  b e c a m e  t h e  g e n e r al  r ul e,  a n d
w a s  soon  r e g a r d e d  a s  a  d u ty; w h a t  w a s  a t  fi r s t  a l mos t
op e nly avow e d  s elfish n e s s  soon  jus tifying  a n d  glo rifying
its elf on  t h e  g ro u n d  t h a t  t h e  c hild r e n  w e r e  b e t t e r
off u n d e r  t h e  c a r e  of t hos e  w hos e  u n divide d  a t t e n tion
w a s  give n  to  t h e m,  a n d  in  e s t a blish m e n t s  w h e r e  eve ryt hin g
w a s  r e g ul a t e d  wi th  sole  r e g a r d  to  t h ei r  w elfa r e ,  t h a n
t h ey could  b e  a t  ho m e.   No  law co m p els  u s  to  s e n d
ou r  c hild r e n  to  t h e s e  e s t a blish m e n t s .   In  r a r e
c a s e s  a  favou ri t e  will p e r s u a d e  h e r  lord  to  r e t ain
h e r  p e t  son  a n d  m a k e  hi m  h eir, b u t  bo t h  t h e  Cou r t s
a n d  p u blic opinion  discou n t e n a nc e  t his  p r a c tice.  
So m e  fa milies,  like  my  ow n,  sys t e m a tic ally r e t ain
t h ei r  c hild r e n  a n d  e d uc a t e  t h e m  a t  ho m e;  b u t  i t is
g e n e r ally t ho u g h t  t h a t  in doing  so  w e  do  t h e m  a  w ro n g,
a n d  ou r  n eig h bo u r s  look a sk a nc e  u po n  so  sig n al a  d evia tion
fro m  c us to m;  t h e  m o r e  so,  p e r h a p s,  t h a t  t h ey  h alf s u s p ec t
u s  of dis s e n ting  fro m  t h ei r  views  on  o th e r  s u bjec t s,
on  w hich  ou r  opinions  do  no t  so  di r ec tly o r  so  obviously
affec t  ou r  con d uc t ,  a n d  on  w hich  t h e r efo r e  w e  a r e
no t  so  e a sily convic t e d  of fr e e  c hoice” [he r e sy]. 
H e r e  I inq ui r e d  w h e t h e r  t h e  bi r t h  a n d  p a r e n t a g e  of
t h e  child r e n  s e n t  to  t h e  p u blic e s t a blish m e n t s  w e r e
r e gis t e r e d,  so  a s  to  p e r mi t  t h ei r  b ein g  r e clai m e d
or  inhe ri ting  p ro p e r ty.

“No,” h e  r e plie d.   “Inh e ri t a nc e
by m e r e  d e sc e n t  is a  no tion  no  long e r  favou r e d.  
I b elieve  t h a t  youn g  m o t h e r s  so m e ti m e s,  b efo r e  p a r t ing
wi th  t h ei r  child r e n ,  im p r e s s  u po n  t h e m  so m e  ind elible
m a r k  by w hich  it m ay  b e  pos sible  h e r e af t e r  to  r e co g nis e
t h e m;  b u t  s uc h  r ecog ni tions  s eldo m  occ ur.  M a t e r n al
affec tion  is discou n t e n a nc e d  a s  a  p u r ely a ni m al ins tinc t ,
a  s u rvival fro m  a  lowe r  g r a d e  of o r g a nis a tion,  a n d
do es  no t  g e n e r ally ou tla s t  a  t e n  ye a r s’ s e p a r a tion;
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w hile  p a t e r n al  love  is u t t e rly scou t e d  a s  a n  a b s u r di ty
to  w hich  eve n  t h e  hig h e r  a ni m als  a r e  no t  s u bjec t .  
Boys a r e  ke p t  in t h e  p u blic e s t a blish m e n t s  u n til t h e
a g e  of tw elve,  t hos e  fro m  t e n  to  t w elve  b ein g  s e p a r a t e d
fro m  t h e  you n g e r  on es  a n d  p a s sing  t h rou g h  t h e  high e r
e d uc a tion  in s e p a r a t e  colleg e s.   The  gi rls  a r e
e d uc a t e d  a p a r t  till t h ey co m ple t e  t h ei r  t e n t h  ye ar,
a n d  a r e  al mos t  inva ri a bly m a r ri e d  in t h e  cou r s e  of
t h e  n ex t.   At fi r s t ,  u n d e r  t h e  influe nc e  of t h e
t h eo ry of s exu al  e q u ality, bo t h  r e c eive d  t h ei r  in t ellec t u al
ins t r uc tion  in  t h e  s a m e  cl as s e s  a n d  p a s s e d  t h ro u g h
t h e  s a m e  ex a min a tions.   S e p a r a t ion  w a s  soon  foun d
n ec es s a ry; b u t  s till gi rls  p a s s e d  t h ro u g h  t h e  s a m e
int ellec t u al  t r aining  a s  t h ei r  b ro t h e r s .   Exp e ri e nc e,
how ever, s ho w e d  t h a t  t his  wo uld  no t  a n s w er.  Thos e
gi rls  w ho  dis ting uish e d  t h e m s elves  in t h e  exa min a tions
w e r e ,  wi th  sc a r c ely a n  exc e p tion,  foun d  u n a t t r a c tive
a s  wives  a n d  u nfi t  to  b e  m o t h e r s .   A ve ry m u c h
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la rg e r  n u m b er, a  n u m b e r  inc r e a sing  in  eve ry  g e n e r a t ion,
s uffe r e d  u n mis t ak a bly fro m  t h e  s eve ri ty of t h e  m e n t al
discipline  to  w hich  t h ey  w e r e  s u bjec t e d .   The
a dvoc a t e s  of fe m ale  e q u ality m a d e  a  ve ry h a r d  figh t
for  e q u al  c ul tu r e;  b u t  t h e  p hysical cons e q u e n c e s  w e r e
p e rfec tly cle a r  a n d  p e rfec tly in tole r a ble.   Wh e n
a  poin t  w a s  r e a c h e d  a t  w hich  on e  h alf t h e  gi rls  of
e a c h  g e n e r a tion  w e r e  r e n d e r e d  invalids  for  life, a n d
t h e  o t h e r  h alf p ro t ec t e d  only by  a  d e n s e  s t u pidi ty
o r  vola tile  idlen e s s  w hich  no  s chool p u nish m e n t s  could
ove rco m e,  t h e  E q u alis t s  w e r e  d rive n  fro m  on e  u n t e n a ble
poin t  to  a no t h er, a n d  force d  a t  las t  to  d e m a n d  a  r e d uc tion
of t h e  m a s c uline  s t a n d a r d  of e d u c a tion  to  t h e  level
of fe minin e  c a p a ci tie s.   U po n  t his  g ro u n d  t h ey
took t h ei r  las t  s t a n d,  a n d  w e r e  ho p ele ssly b e a t e n .  
The  r e a c tion  w a s  so  co m ple t e  t h a t  for  t h e  las t  t wo
h u n d r e d  a n d  for ty g e n e r a tions ,  t h e  s t a n d a r d  of fe m ale
e d uc a tion  h a s  b e e n  low e r e d  to  t h a t  w hich  by g e n e r al
confe ssion  o r din a ry fe m ale  b r ains  c a n  s t a n d  wi thou t
inju ry to  t h e  p hysiq u e.   The  p r ac tic al cons e q u e nc es
of s exu al  e q u ali ty h ave  r e-e s t a blish e d  in a  m o r e  a b solu t e
for m  t h a n  eve r  t h e  p rinciple  t h a t  t h e  fi r s t  p u r pos e
of fe m ale  life  is m a r r i a g e  a n d  m a t e r ni ty; a n d  t h a t ,
for  t h ei r  ow n  s ak e s  a s  for  t h e  s ak e  of e a c h  s ucc e s sive
g e n e r a tion,  wo m e n  s hould  b e  so  t r ain e d  a s  to  b e  a t t r ac tive
wives  a n d  m o t h e r s  of h e al t hy c hild r e n,  all o t h e r  conside r a tions
b ein g  s u bo r din a t e d  to  t h e s e .   A c e r t ain  s m all
n u m b e r  of ladies  avail t h e m s elves  of t h e  leg al e q u ali ty
t h ey s till e njoy, a n d  live in t h e  world  m u c h  a s  m e n.  
Bu t  w e  r e g a r d  t h e m  a s  t hi rd-r a t e  m e n  in p e t ticoa t s,
h a r dly a s  wo m e n  a t  all.  M a r ri a g e  wi t h  on e  of
t h e m  is t h e  las t  r e so u rc e  to  w hich  a  m a n  too  idle  o r
too  foolish  to  e a r n  his  ow n  living  will b e t a k e  hi m s elf. 
Wh a t eve r  t h ei r  e d u c a tion,  ou r  wo m e n  h ave  alw ays  foun d
t h a t  s uc h  inde p e n d e n c e  a s  t h ey  could  e a r n  by h a r d
wo rk  w a s  les s  s a tisfac to ry t h a n  t h e  d e p e n d e n c e,  co u ple d
wi th  a s s u r e d  co mfor t  a n d  e a s e,  w hich  t h ey  e njoy a s
t h e  conso r t s ,  playt hings ,  o r  slaves  of t h e  o t h e r  s ex;
a n d  t h ey a r e  only too  gl a d  to  b a r t e r  t h ei r  leg al e q u ali ty
for  t h e  c e r t ain ty of p ro t e c tion,  indolenc e ,  a n d  p e r m a n e n t
s u p po r t .”
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“The n  you r  m a r r i a g e s ,” I s aid,  “a r e
p e r m a n e n t?”

“Not  by  law,” h e  r e plied.   “Not hing
like  w h a t  ou r  r e m o t e  a nc es to r s  c alled  m a r ri a g e  is
r e cog nis e d  a t  all.  The  m aid e n s  w ho  co m e  of a g e
e a c h  ye a r  s ell t h e m s elves  by a  so r t  of a uc tion,  t hos e
w ho  p u rc h a s e  t h e m  a r r a n gin g  wi th  t h e  gi rls  t h e m s elves
t h e  t e r m s  on  w hic h  t h e  la t t e r  will e n t e r  t h ei r  fa mily. 
Cus to m  h a s  fixed  t h e  g e n e r al  con ditions  w hich  eve ry
gi rl exp ec t s,  a n d  w hich  only t h e  lea s t  a t t r ac tive  a r e
forc e d  to  for e go.  They a r e  p ro mis e d  a  p e r m a n e n t
m ain t e n a nc e  fro m  t h ei r  m a s t e r’s  e s t a t e ,  a n d
p ro mis e  in r e t u r n  a  fixed  t e r m  of m a r ri a g e .   Afte r
t wo  o r  t h r e e  ye a r s  t h ey a r e  fr e e  to  r e s cind  t h e  con t r a c t;
af t e r  t e n  o r  t w elve  t h ey m ay  leave  t h ei r  h u s b a n d s
wi th  a  s tip ula t e d  p e n sion.   They r e c eive  a n  allow a nc e
for  d r e s s  a n d  so  for t h  p ro po r tion a t e  to  t h ei r  p e r so n al
a t t r a c tions  o r  to  t h e  fancy of t h e  s ui to r;  a n d  of cou r s e
t h e  rich e s t  m e n  c a n  offe r  t h e  b e s t  t e r m s,  a n d  g e n e r ally
s ec u r e  t h e  m os t  a g r e e a ble  wives,  in w h a t eve r  n u m b e r
t h ey pl e a s e  o r  t hink  t h ey  c a n  wi thou t  inconve nie nc e
s u p po r t .”
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“The n,” I s aid,  “ th e  wo m e n  c a n  divorc e
t h e m s elves  a t  ple a s u r e ,  b u t  t h e  m e n  c a n no t  di s miss
t h e m!   This h a r dly looks  like  e q u ali ty.”

“The  p r a c tical r e s ul t ,” h e  a n s w e r e d,  “is
t h a t  m e n  do n’t  c a r e  for  a  r el e a s e  w hich  wo uld
p a r t  t h e m  fro m  co m plais a n t  slaves ,  a n d  t h a t  wo m e n
d a r e  no t  s e ek  a  divorc e  w hich  c a n  only h a n d  t h e m  ove r
to  a no t h e r  m a s t e r  on  r a t h e r  wo r s e  t e r m s.   Wh e n
t h e  long e r  t e r m  h a s  expi r e d,  t h e  la t t e r  al mos t  alw ays
p r efe r  t h e  s e rvi tu d e  to  w hich  t h ey  a r e  a cc us to m e d
to  a n  ind e p e n d e n t  life  of soli tud e  a n d  frien dle ss n e s s .”

“And w h a t  b e co m e s,” I a sk e d,  “of
t h e  you n g e r  m e n  w ho  m u s t  e n t e r  t h e  world  wi thou t  p ro p e r ty,
wi tho u t  p a r e n t s  o r  p ro t ec to r s?”

“We a r e ,  af t e r  you t h  h a s  p a s s e d,  a n  indole n t
r a c e .   We h a r dly c a r e ,  a s  a  r ul e,  to  cul tiva t e
ou r  fields  o r  di r ec t  ou r  fac to rie s;  b u t  p r efe r  d evoting
t h e  la t t e r  h alf a t  le as t  of ou r  lives  to  a  so m e w h a t
e a sy-going  cul tiva tion  of t h a t  division  of scie nc e
w hich  t ak e s  hold  of ou r  fancy.  Thes e  divisions
a r e  s uc h  a s  you r  conve r s a tion  lea d s  m e  to  t hink  you
wo uld  p ro b a bly conside r  a b s u r dly min u t e.   A single
cla s s  of ins ec t s,  a  sin gle  fa mily of pl a n t s,  t h e  h a bi t s
of on e  r ac e  of fish es,  s uffice  for  t h e  exclusive  s t u dy
of h alf a  life tim e.   Min ds  of a  m o r e  a c tive  o r
m o r e  p r ac tic al b e n t  will s p e n d  a n  e q u al  ti m e  ove r  t h e
con s t r u c tion  of a  n e w  m a c hin e  m o r e  a b solu t ely a u to m a tic
t h a n  a ny t h a t  h a s  p r e c e d e d  it.  P hysical labou r
is t h row n  a s  m u c h  a s  pos sible  on  t h e  youn g;  a n d  eve n
t h ey a r e  no w  so  h elp e d  by m a c hin e ry a n d  by t r ain e d
a ni m als,  t h a t  t h e  eig h t  ho u r s’ wo rk  w hich  for m s
t h ei r  d ay’s labo u r  h a r dly ti r e s  t h ei r  m u s cle s.  
Ou r  t a s t e s  r e n d e r  u s  ve ry a nxious  to  d evolve  u po n
o th e r s  a s  soon  a s  pos sible  t h e  p r e s e rv a tion  a n d  d evelop m e n t
of t h e  p ro p e r ty w e  h ave  a c q ui r e d.   A m a n  of m o d e r a t e
m e a n s,  long  b efo r e  h e  h a s  r e a c h e d  hi s  t hi r ti e t h  [7]
ye ar, g e n e r ally s e eks  on e  a s sis t a n t;  m e n  of la r g e r
for t u n e  m ay w a n t  t wo, five, o r  t e n .   Thes e  a r e
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c hos e n,  a s  a  r ul e ,  by p r efe r e n c e  fro m  t hos e  w ho  h ave
p a s s e d  t h e  m o s t  s t rin g e n t  a n d  s ucc e s sful collegi a t e
exa min a tion.   M a r t ial  p a r e n t s  a r e  no t  p rolific,
a n d  t h e  m o r t ali ty in ou r  p u blic n u r s e ri e s  is ve ry la rg e .  
I imp u t e  it to  m o r al influe nc e s,  sinc e  t h e  c hief c a u s e
of d e a t h  is low vit ali ty, m a rk e d  n e rvous  d e p r e s sion
a n d  w a n t  of a ni m al s pi ri t s ,  s uc h  a s  t h e  to t al  a b s e n c e
of p e r son al t e n d e r n e s s  a n d  sy m p a t hy m u s t  p ro d uc e  in
c hild r e n.   I t  is pop ula rly a s c rib e d  to  t h e  ove r-cul tiva tion
of t h e  r ac e,  a s  pl a n t s  a n d  a ni m als  highly civilise d—t h a t
is, g r e a tly m o dified  a n d  b r e d  to  a n  a r tificial exc elle nc e
by h u m a n  a g e n cy—a r e  c e r t ainly d elica t e ,
u n p rolific, a n d  e s p e cially difficul t  to  r e ar. 
The r e  is lit tle  dis e a s e  in  t h e  n u r s e ri e s,  b u t  t h e r e
is li t tle  h e al t h  a n d  a  d eficiency of n e rvous  e n e r gy. 
On e  fac t  is significa n t ,  ho w eve r  in t e r p r e t e d,  a n d
b e a r s  di r ec tly on  you r  las t  q u e s tion.   Sinc e  t h e
wid e  ex t e n sion  of polyg a my, fe m ale  bi r t h s  a r e  to  m ale
a bo u t  a s  s eve n  to  six; b u t  t h e  d e a t h s  in p u blic n u r s e ri e s
b e t w e e n  t h e  fir s t  a n d  t e n t h  ye a r s  a r e  t w e n ty-nin e
in t w elve  doz e n  a d missions  in t h e  s t ro n g e r  s ex,  a n d
only a bo u t  t e n  in t h e  w e ak er.  Re a d  t h es e  fac t s
a s  w e  m ay, t h ey e n s u r e  e m ploym e n t  to  t h e  youn g  m e n
w h e n  t h ei r  e d uc a tion  is co m ple t e d—t h e  t wo
las t  ye a r s  of s eve r e  s t u dy a d ding  so m e w h a t  to  t h e
m o r t ali ty a m o n g  t h e m.
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“A la rg e  n u m b e r  find  e m ploym e n t  in s u p e rin t e n din g
t h e  p ro p e r ty of o t h e r s .   To give  t h e m  a  p r a c tic al
in t e r e s t  in i ts  p r e s e rv a tion  a n d  imp rove m e n t,  t h ey
a r e  g e n e r ally, af t e r  a  s ho r t e r  o r  long e r  p rob a tion,
a do p t e d  by t h ei r  e m ploye r s  a s  h ei r s  to  t h ei r  e s t a t e;
ou r  exp e ri e nc e  of Co m m u nis m  h aving  t a u g h t  u s  t h a t
im m e dia t e  a n d  obvious  s elf-in t e r e s t  is t h e  only m o tive
t h a t  ce r t ainly a n d  s e riously affec t s  h u m a n  a c tion.  
The  dis t a nc e  a t  w hich  t h ey a r e  ke p t ,  a n d  t h e  a b solu t e
s eclusion  of ou r  family life, e n a ble s  u s  e a sily to
s ec u r e  ou r s elves  a g ain s t  a ny ove r-a nxie ty on  t h ei r
p a r t  to  a n t icip a t e  t h ei r  inh e ri t a nc e .   The  mino ri ty
w ho  do  no t  t h us  find  a  r e g ula r  pl ac e  in socie ty a r e
e m ploye d  in fac to rie s,  a s  a r ti s a n s,  o r  on  t h e  land s
b elon ging  to  t h e  S t a t e .   To e n s u r e  t h ei r  ze al,
t h e  las t  r e c eive  a  fixed  p ropo r tion  of t h e  p ro d uc e,
o r  a r e  p e r mi t t e d  to  r e n t  lan d  a t  fixed  r a t e s ,  a n d  a t
t h e  e n d  of t e n  yea r s  r ec eive  a  p a r t  t h e r eof in full
p ro p e r ty.  By t h e s e  m e a n s  w e  a r e  fr e e  fro m  all
t h e  d a n g e r s  a n d  difficul ti es  of t h a t  s t a t e  of socie ty
w hich  p r e c e d e d  t h e  Co m m u nis tic  c a t a clys m.   We h av e
poo r  m e n,  a n d  m e n  w ho  c a n  live  only by d aily labo u r;
b u t  t h e s e  h ave  dis sip a t e d  t h ei r  w e al t h,  o r  a r e  looking
forw a r d  a t  no  ve ry dis t a n t  p e riod  to  a  s ufficien t
co m p e t e nc e .   The  e n ti r e  pop ula tion  of ou r  pl a n e t
do es  no t  exc e e d  t wo  h u n d r e d  millions,  a n d  is no t  m u c h
inc r e a s e d  fro m  g e n e r a tion  to  g e n e r a tion.   The
a r e a  of c ul tivable  land  is a bo u t  t e n  millions  of s q u a r e
miles,  a n d  h alf a  s q u a r e  mile  in t h e s e  e q u a to rial  con tine n t s ,
w hich  alon e  a r e  a t  a ll g e n e r ally inh a bi t e d,  will, if
w ell c ul tiva t e d  a n d  c a r e d  for, fu r nis h  t h e  la r g es t
ho us e hold  wi th  eve ry luxu ry t h a t  m a n’s h e a r t
c a n  d e si r e .   Eig h t  ho u r s’ labou r  in t h e  d ay
for  t e n  yea r s  of life  will s ec u r e  to  t h e  le a s t  for t u n a t e
a  r e a so n a ble  co m p e t e n c e;  a n d  a n  a m bi tious  m a n,  wi th
q uick  in t ellige nc e  a n d  r e a s on a ble  indus t ry, m ay  alw ays
ho p e  to  b eco m e  rich,  if h e  t hinks  w e al th  wor t h  t h e
labou r  of inve n tion  o r  of exce p tion ally t ro u bleso m e
wo rk.”

“M a rs  oug h t ,  t h e n,” I s aid,  “ to
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b e  a  m a t e ri al p a r a dis e.   You h av e  a t t ain e d  n e a rly
all t h a t  ou r  m os t  a dva nc e d  politic al e cono mis t s  r e g a r d
a s  t h e  p e rfec tion  of e co no mic al o r d e r—a
pop ula tion  n e a rly s t a tion a ry, a n d  a  soil m u c h  m o r e
t h a n  a d e q u a t e  to  t h ei r  s u p po r t;  a  g e n e r al  di s t r ib u tion
of p rop e r ty, to t al  a b s e n c e  of p e r m a n e n t  pove r ty, a n d
fre e do m  fro m  t h a t  g n a win g  a nxie ty r e g a r ding  t h e  fu tu r e
of ou r s elves  o r  ou r  c hild r e n  w hich  is t h e  g r e a t  evil
of life u po n  E a r t h  a n d  t h e  op p rob riu m  of ou r  soci al
a r r a n g e m e n t s.   You h ave  c a r ri e d  ou t ,  m o r eover,
t h e  doc t rin e s  of ou r  m os t  a dv a nc e d  p hilosop h e r s;  you
h ave  a b solu t e  e q u ali ty b efo r e  t h e  law, co m p e ti tive
exa min a tion  a mo n g  t h e  youn g  for  t h e  b e s t  s t a r t  in
life, wi th  e q u al  c h a nc e s  w h e r ev e r  e q u ali ty is possible;
a n d  a g ain,  p e rfec t  fr e e do m  a n d  full leg al e q u ali ty
a s  r e g a r d s  t h e  r el a tions  of t h e  s exes.   Are  you r
cou n t ry m e n  s a tisfied  wi t h  t h e  r e s ul t s?”
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“Yes,” a n s w e r e d  my hos t ,  “in  so
far, a t  lea s t ,  t h a t  t h ey  h ave  no  wish  to  c h a n g e  t h e m,
no  ide a  t h a t  a ny g r e a t  social o r  politic al r efo r m s
could  imp rove  ou r  con di tion.   Ou r  lesson  in  Co m m u nis m
h a s  r e n d e r e d  all a gi t a tion  on  s uc h  m a t t e r s ,  a ll t e n d e n cy
to  d e m oc r a tic  ins ti t u tions ,  a ll a p p e al s  to  po p ula r
p a s sions,  u t t e rly odious  a n d  al a r min g  to  u s.  
Bu t  t h a t  w e  a r e  h a p py I will ve n t u r e  n ei t h e r  to  affir m
no r  to  d e ny.  P hysic ally, no  do u b t ,  w e  h av e  g r e a t
a dva n t a g e s  ove r  you, if I r ig h tly u n d e r s t a n d  you r
d e sc rip tion  of life  on  E a r t h.   We h ave  go t  r id
of old  a g e ,  a n d,  to  a  g r e a t  ex t e n t ,  of di s e a s e.  
M a ny of ou r  scien tis t s  p e r si s t  in t h e  hop e  to  g e t
rid  of d e a t h;  b u t ,  sinc e  all t h a t  h a s  b e e n  a cco m plish e d
in t his  di r ec tion  w a s  a c co m plish e d  so m e  t wo  t ho us a n d
ye a r s  b a ck, a n d  ye t  w e  co n tin u e  to  di e,  g e n e r al  opinion
h a r dly conc u r s  in  t his  ho p e.”

“How do  you  m e a n,” I inqui r e d,  “th a t
you  h ave  go t  r i d  of old  a g e  a n d  of di se a s e?”

“We h av e,” h e  r e plied,  “lea r n e d
p r e t ty  fully t h e  c h e mis t ry of life.  We h ave  foun d
r e m e die s  for  t h a t  h a r d e nin g  of t h e  bo n es  a n d  w e ak e nin g
of t h e  m u s cle s  w hic h  u s e d  to  b e  t h e  p hysical c h a r a c t e ri s tics
of d e clining  yea r s.   Ou r  h ai r  no  long e r  w hi t e n s;
ou r  t e e t h ,  if t h ey  d e c ay, a r e  no w  r e m ove d  a n d  n a t u r ally
r e plac e d  by n e w  on e s;  ou r  eye s  r e t ain  to  t h e  las t
t h e  cle a r n e s s  of t h ei r  sigh t .   A fa mou s  p hysicia n
of five  t ho us a n d  ye a r s  b a ck  s aid  in  con t rove r sy on
t his  s u bjec t ,  t h a t  ’the  clock w a s  no t  m a d e  to
go  for  eve r;’ by w hich  h e  m e a n t  t h a t  h u m a n  bo die s,
like  t h e  m a t e ri als  of m a c hin e s,  wo r e  ou t  by laps e
of ti m e.   In  his  d ay  t his  w a s  t r u e ,  sinc e  it  w a s
impossible  fully to  r e p ai r  t h e  w a s t e  a n d  p hysical
w e a r  a n d  t e a r  of t h e  h u m a n  fra m e.   This  is no  long e r
so.  The  clock do e s  no t  w e a r  ou t ,  b u t  it  go e s
m o r e  a n d  m o r e  slowly a n d  ir r e g ula rly, a n d  s tops  a t
las t  for  so m e  r e a so n  t h a t  t h e  m o s t  skilful ins p e c tion
c a n no t  discover.  The  body of hi m  w ho  die s,  a s
w e  s ay, ’by efflux of ti m e’ a t  t h e  a g e
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of fifty is a s  p e rfec t  a s  it w a s  a t  five-a n d  t w e n ty.
[8] Yet few m e n  live  to  b e  fifty-five, [9] a n d  m o s t
h ave  c e a s e d  to  t ak e  m u c h  in t e r e s t  in p r a c tical life,
o r  eve n  in  scie nc e,  by  for ty-five.” [10]

“Th a t  s e e m s  s t r a n g e,” I s aid.   “If
no  for eig n  bo dy g e t s  in to  t h e  m a c hin e ry, a n d  t h e  m a c hin e ry
its elf do e s  no t  w e a r  ou t ,  it  is difficul t  to  u n d e r s t a n d
w hy t h e  clock s ho uld  c e a s e  to  go.”

“Would  no t  so m e  of you r  r a c e ,” h e  a sk e d,
“explain  t h e  mys t e ry by s u g g e s tin g  t h a t  t h e
h u m a n  fr a m e  is no t  a  clock, b u t  con t ain s,  a n d  ow e s
its  life  to,  a n  e s s e n c e  b eyon d  t h e  r e a c h  of t h e  sc alp el,
t h e  mic roscop e,  a n d  t h e  labo r a to ry?”

“They hold  t h a t  i t is so.  Bu t  t h e n  it is
no t  t h e  soul b u t  t h e  bo dy t h a t  is wo r n  ou t  in  s eve n ty
o r  eig h ty of t h e  E a r t h’s r evolu tions.”

“Ay,” h e  s aid; “bu t  if m a n  w e r e
s uc h  a  d u plex b eing,  it  mig h t  b e  t h a t  t h e  w e a ring
ou t  of t h e  bo dy w a s  n e c e s s a ry, a n d  h a d  b e e n  a d a p t e d
to  r el e a s e  t h e  soul w h e n  it h a d  co m ple t e d  it s  a p p ro p ria t e
t e r m  of s e rvice  in t h e  fles h.”

I could  no t  a n s w e r  t hi s  q u e s tion,  a n d  h e  did  no t  p u r s u e
t h e  t h e m e.   P r e s e n tly I inq ui r e d,  “If you
allow no  a p p e al  to  po p ula r  feeling  o r  p a s sion,  to
w h a t  w a s  I so  n e a rly t h e  vic tim?  And w h a t  is t h e
t e r ro ris m  t h a t  m a k e s  it  d a n g e ro us  to  avow a  c r e d uli ty
o r  inc r e d uli ty oppos e d  to  r e c eive d  opinion?”
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“Scien tific con t rove r si es,” h e  r e plied,
“e nlis t  ou r  s t ron g e s t  a n d  a n g rie s t  feelings.  
I t  is h eld  t h a t  only wicke d n e s s  o r  lun a cy c a n  r e si s t
t h e  evide nc e  t h a t  h a s  convinc e d  a  vas t  m ajori ty. 
By a r i t h m e tic al c alcula tion  t h e  c h a nc e s  t h a t  t w elve
m e n  a r e  w ro n g  a n d  tw elve  t hous a n d  [11] r i gh t ,  on  a
m a t t e r  of induc tive  o r  d e d u c tive  p roof, a r e  foun d
to  a m o u n t  to  w h a t  m u s t  b e  t ak e n  for  p r a c tic al c e r t ain ty;
a n d  w h e n  t h e  t w elve  s till hold  ou t ,  t h ey a r e  r e g a r d e d
a s  m a d m e n  o r  kn aves,  a n d  t r e a t e d  a cco r din gly by t h ei r
fellows.  If it b e  t hou g h t  d e si r a bl e  to  invoke
a  leg al s e t tl e m e n t  of t h e  iss u e,  a  cou ncil of all
t h e  ove r s e e r s  of ou r  scie n tific colleg e s  is c alled,
a n d  it s  d ecision  is by law ir r evoc a ble  a n d  infallible,
e s p e cially if r a tified  by  t h e  po p ula r  voice.  
And if a  m ajori ty vot e  b e  wo r t h  a ny thing  a t  all, I
t hink  t his  m o d e r n  t h eo ry a t  le as t  a s  so u n d  a s  t h e  d e m oc r a tic
t h eo ry of poli tics  w hic h  p r evailed  h e r e  b efor e  t h e
Co m m u nis tic  r evolu tion,  a n d  w hic h  s e e m s  by you r  a ccou n t
to  b e  g aining  g ro u n d  on  E a r t h.”

“And w h a t ,” I inqui r e d,  “is you r
poli tic al cons ti t u tion?   Wh a t  a r e  t h e  pow e r s  of
you r  r ul e r s;  a n d  how, in t h e  a b s e n c e  of p u blic  disc ussion
a n d  pop ula r  s uffr a g e ,  a r e  t h ey  p r a c tic ally limit e d?”

“In t h eo ry t h ey  a r e  u nlimit e d,” h e  a n s w e r e d;
“in p r a c tice  t h ey  a r e  limi t e d  by  c us to m,  by
c a u tion,  a n d,  a bove  all, by  t h e  lack  of m o tives  for
mis r ule.   The  a u t ho ri ty of e a c h  p rinc e  ove r  t hos e
u n d e r  hi m,  fro m  t h e  Sove r eig n  to  t h e  local p r e sid e n t
o r  c a p t ain,  is a b solu t e .   Bu t  t h e  Execu tive  leaves
o r din a ry m a t t e r s  of civil o r  c ri min al law to  t h e  Cou r t s
of Jus tice.   Cas es  a r e  t r i e d  by  t r ain e d  judg e s;
t h e  old  d e m oc r a tic  u s a g e  of e m ploying  u n t r ain e d  ju ries
h aving  b e e n  long  a go  di sc a r d e d,  a s  a  wor s e  s u p e r s ti tion
t h a n  si m ple  d e cision  by  lot.  The  lot  is r ig h t
t w elve  tim e s  in  t wo  doze n;  t h e  ju ry no t  of te n e r  t h a n
h alf-a-doze n  ti m e s.   The  jud g e s  do n’t  h e a t
o r  bi a s  t h ei r  min ds  by  disc us sion.   They h e a r
all t h a t  c a n  b e  elici t e d  fro m  p a r t i e s,  a cc u s er, a cc u s e d,
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a n d  wi t n e s s e s ,  a n d  all t h a t  skilled  a dvoc a t e s  c a n  s ay. 
The n  t h e  s e c r e t a ry  of t h e  Cou r t  d r a w s  u p  a  s u m m a ry
of t h e  c a s e ,  e a c h  judg e  t ak e s  i t ho m e  to  consid er,
e a c h  w ri t e s  ou t  his  judg m e n t,  w hich  is r e a d  by  t h e
s ec r e t a ry, no n e  b u t  t h e  a u t ho r  knowing  w hos e  it is.  
If t h e  m ajori ty b e  five to  t wo,  judg m e n t  is given;
if les s,  t h e  c a s e  is t ri e d  a g ain  b efo r e  a  high e r  t rib u n al
of t wic e  a s  m a ny  judg e s.   If no  d e cision  c a n  b e
r e a c h e d,  t h e  a cc u s e d  is a c q ui t t e d  for  t h e  tim e,  or,
in  a  civil dis p u t e ,  a  co m p ro mis e  is impos e d.  
The  r ul e r s  c a n no t ,  wi thou t  inc u r rin g  s uc h  g e n e r al
a n g e r  a s  would  b e  fa t al  to  t h ei r  po w er, di s r e g a r d  ou r
fund a m e n t al  laws.   Gross  ty r a n ny to  individu als
is too  d a n g e ro u s  to  b e  c a r ri e d  far.  I t  is a  c a pi t al
c ri m e  for  a ny b u t  t h e  office r s  of t h e  Sove r eig n  a n d
of t h e  tw elve  Re g e n t s  to  pos s e ss  t h e  fea rfully d e s t r uc tive
w e a po ns  t h a t  b ro u g h t  ou r  las t  w a r s  to  a n  e n d.  
Bu t  a ny m a n,  d rive n  to  d e s p e r a tion,  c a n  cons t r uc t
a n d  u s e  simila r  w e a po n s  so  e a sily t h a t  no  r ule r  will
d rive  a  m a n  to  s uc h  r eve n g eful d e s p air.  Again,
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t h e  ty r a n ny of s u bo r din a t e  officials  would  b e  ch e cke d
by t h ei r  chi ef, w ho  wo uld  b e  a n g ry  a t  b eing  t ro u ble d
a n d  e n d a n g e r e d  by miscon d uc t  in w hich  h e  h a d  no  di r ec t
in t e r e s t .   And finally, p erso nal  m alice
is no t  a  s t ro n g  p a s sion  a m o n g  u s;  a n d  ou r  m a n n e r s
r e n d e r  it  u nlikely t h a t  a  r ul e r  s ho uld  co m e  in to  s uc h
collision  wi th  a ny of his  s u bjec t s  a s  wo uld  e n g e n d e r
s uc h  a  feeling.   Of t hos e  im m e di a t ely a bo u t  him,
h e  c a n  a n d  do e s  a t  onc e  g e t  r id  a s  soon  a s  h e  b e gins
to  dislike,  a n d  b efo r e  h e  h a s  c a us e  to  h a t e  t h e m.  
It  is ou r  m axim t h a t  g r e e d  of w e al t h  o r  lus t  of pow e r
a r e  t h e  c hief m o tives  of ty r a n ny.  Ou r  r ul e r s  c a n no t
w ell hop e  to  ex t e n d  a  pow e r  al r e a dy a u toc r a tic,  a n d
w e  t ak e  c a r e  to  le ave  t h e m  no t hing  to  cove t  in t h e
w ay of w e al th.   We c a n  afford  to  give  t h e m  all
t h a t  t h ey c a n  d e si r e  of luxu ry a n d  s ple n do ur. 
To e n ric h  to  t h e  u t t e r m os t  a  few doze n  gove r no r s  cos t s
u s  no t hing  co m p a r a ble  to  t h e  cos t  of d e m oc r a cy, wi th
its  ins e p a r a ble  p a r ty  conflic t s ,  m ala d minis t r a tion,
n e glec t ,  a n d  confusion.”

“A cleve r  w ri t e r  on  E a r t h  la t ely r e m a rk e d  t h a t
it  would  b e  e a sy  to  s a ti a t e  p rinc e s  wi t h  all p e r so n al
e njoym e n t s,  b u t  impossible  to  s a ti a t e  all t h ei r  h a n g e r s-on,
o r  eve n  all t h e  m e m b e r s  of t h ei r  fa mily.”

“You m u s t  r e m e m b er,” h e  r e plied,  “th a t
w e  h ave  h e r e ,  s ave  in s uc h  exc e p tion al c a s e s  a s  my
ow n,  no t hin g  like  w h a t  you  c all a  fa mily.  The
ladies  of a  p rinc e’s ho u s e  h ave  eve ryt hin g  t h ey
c a n  wish  for  wi thin  t h ei r  bo u n d s  a n d  c a n no t  go  ou t side
of t h e s e .   As for  d e p e n d e n t s,  no  m a n  h e r e ,  a t
lea s t  of s uc h  a s  a r e  likely to  b e  r ul e r s ,  c a r e s  for
his  n e a r e s t  a n d  d e a r e s t  frie n ds  e no u g h  to  incu r  p e r so n al
p e ril, p u blic  di sple a s u r e ,  o r  p riva t e  r e s e n t m e n t  on
t h ei r  a ccou n t .   The  officials  a ro u n d  a  r ul e r’s
p e r so n  a r e  few in n u m b er, so  t h a t  w e  c a n  afford  to
m a k e  t h ei r  pl ac e s  too  co mfor t a bl e  a n d  too  valu a ble
to  b e  ligh tly riske d.   N e glec t ,  a g ain,  is p r e t ty
s u r e  to  b e  p u nis h e d  by s u p e rio r  a u t ho ri ty.  Activity
in t h e  p ro motion  of p u blic objec t s  is t h e  only in t e r e s t
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lef t  to  p rinc e s,  w hile  ty r a n ny is, for  t h e  r e a so ns
I h ave  give n,  too  d a n g e ro u s  to  b e  c a r ri e d  far.”

CHAPTER VI — AN OFFICIAL VISIT.

At t his  poin t  of ou r  conve r s a tion  a n  a m b a  e n t e r e d
t h e  roo m  a n d  m a d e  c e r t ain  sig ns  w hic h  my hos t  im m e dia t ely
u n d e r s tood.

“The  Za m p t a ,” h e  s aid,  “h as  c alle d
u po n  m e,  evide n tly on  you r  a cco u n t ,  a n d  p ro b a bly wi th
so m e  m e s s a g e  fro m  his  S uz e r ain.   You n e e d  no t  b e
af r aid,” h e  a d d e d.   “At wo r s t  t h ey
wo uld  only r efus e  you  p ro t ec tion,  a n d  I could  s ec u r e
you  fro m  d a n g e r  u n d e r  my ow n  roof, a n d  in  t h e  las t
ex t r e mi ty effec t  you r  r e t r e a t  a n d  r e t u r n  to  you r  ow n
pla n e t;  s u p posin g  for  a  m o m e n t,” h e  a d d e d,  s miling,
“th a t  you a r e  a  r e al  b eing  a n d  co m e  fro m  a  r e al
wo rld.”

The  Reg e n t  of t h a t  do minion, t h e  only M a r ti alis t  ou t sid e
my  hos t’s  fa mily wi th  w ho m  I h a d  ye t  b e e n  a ble
to  conve r s e ,  a w ai t e d  u s  in t h e  h all o r  e n t r a nc e  c h a m b er. 
I bow e d  low to  hi m,  a n d  t h e n  r e m ain e d  s t a n ding.  
My hos t ,  a lso  s alu ting  his  visi tor, a t  onc e  took his
s e a t .   The  Re g e n t ,  r e t u r nin g  t h e  s alu t e  a n d  s e a tin g
hi m s elf, p roc e e d e d  to  a d d r e s s  u s ; ve ry lit tle  ce r e m o ny
on  ei th e r  side  b ein g  obs e rve d  b e t w e e n  t his  a u toc r a tic
d e p u ty of a n  a b solu t e  Sove r eig n  a n d  his  s u bjec t s.
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“Es mo  d e n t  Ecasf e n ” s aid  t h e  Re g e n t ,
“will you  poin t  ou t  t h e  p e r son  you  d e cl a r e  you r s elf
to  h ave  r e sc u e d  fro m  a s s a ul t  a n d  r ec eive d  in to  you r
ho us e  on  t h e  4 3 1s t  d ay  of t his  ye a r?”

“Th a t  is t h e  p e r so n,  Re g e n t ,” s aid  my
hos t ,  poin ting  to  m e .

The  visi to r  t h e n  a sk e d  my n a m e,  w hich  I g av e,  a n d
a d d r e s sing  m e  t h e r e by, h e  con tinu e d—

“The  Ca m p t a  h a s  r e q u e s t e d  m e  to  a s c e r t ain  t h e
t r u t h  r e g a r ding  you r  alleg e d  size,  so  fa r  exc e e ding
a ny t hing  hi t h e r to  know n  a m o n g  u s.   You will p e r mi t
m e,  t h e r efo r e ,  to  m e a s u r e  you r  h eigh t  a n d  gi r t h .”

I bow e d,  a n d  h e  p roc e e d e d  to  a s c e r t ain  t h a t  I w a s
a bo u t  a  foot  t alle r  a n d  so m e  t e n  inch e s  la r g e r  ro u n d
t h e  w ais t  t h a n  hi m s elf.  Of t h e s e  fac t s  h e  took
no t e ,  a n d  t h e n  p roc e e d e d—

“The  sig ns  you  m a d e  to  t hos e  w ho  fir s t  e ncou n t e r e d
you  w e r e  u n d e r s tood  to  m e a n  t h a t  you  d e s c e n d e d  fro m
t h e  sky, in a  vess el  w hic h  is no w  left  on  t h e  s u m mit
of yond e r  m o u n t ain,  Asnyc a.”

“I did  no t  d e sc e n d  fro m  t h e  sky,” I r e plied,
“for  t h e  sky is, a s  w e  bo t h  know, no  a c t u al
vaul t  o r  bo u n d a ry  of t h e  a t m os p h e ric  d e p t h s .   I
a s c e n d e d  fro m  a  wo rld  n e a r e r  to  t h e  S u n,  a n d  af t e r
t r av elling  for  for ty d ays  t h ro u g h  s p a c e,  lan d e d  u po n
t his  pl a n e t  in t h e  ves s el you  m e n tion.”

“I a m  di r ec t e d,” h e  a n s w e r e d,  “to
s e e  t his  ves s el, to  insp e c t  you r  m a c hin e ry a n d  ins t r u m e n t s,
a n d  to  r e po r t  t h e r eo n  to  t h e  S uz e r ain.   You will
do u b tl e s s  b e  r e a dy to  a cco m p a ny m e  t hi t h e r  to-m o r ro w
t wo ho u r s  af t e r  s u n ris e.   You m ay  b e  a c co m p a nie d,
if you  pl e a s e ,  by you r  hos t  o r  a ny m e m b e r s  of his
fa mily; I s h all b e  a t t e n d e d  by on e  o r  m o r e  of my  office r s .  
In  t h e  m e a n ti m e  I a m  to  infor m  you  t h a t ,  u n til my  r e po r t

116



h a s  b e e n  r e c eived  a n d  conside r e d ,  you  a r e  u n d e r  t h e
p ro t e c tion  of t h e  law, a n d  n e e d  no t  a p p r e h e n d  a ny
m oles t a tion  of t h e  kind  you  incu r r e d  a t  fi r s t .  
You will no t ,  how ever, r e p e a t  to  a ny on e  b u t  mys elf
t h e  expla n a tion  you  h ave  offe r e d  of you r  a p p e a r a n c e—w hich,
I u n d e r s t a n d,  h a s  b e e n  give n  in fulle r  d e t ail to  Es mo—u n til
t h e  d e cision  of t h e  Ca m p t a  s h all h ave  b e e n  co m m u nic a t e d
to  you.”

I si m ply bo w e d  my a s s e n t;  a n d  af t e r  t his  b rief b u t
s ufficien t  fulfilm e n t  of t h e  p u r pos e  for  w hich  h e
h a d  c alled,  t h e  Reg e n t  took hi s  le ave.

“Wh a t ,” I a sk e d,  w h e n  w e  r e-e n t e r e d  my
c h a m b er, “is  t h e  m e a nin g  of t h e  ti tle  by w hich
t h e  Reg e n t  a d d r e s s e d  you?”

“In s p e a king  to  officials,” h e  r e plied,
“of r a nk  so  hig h  a s  his , it  is c u s to m a ry to
a d d r e s s  t h e m  sim ply by t h ei r  ti tl e s,  u nle s s  m o r e  t h a n
on e  of t h e  s a m e  r a nk  b e  p r e s e n t ,  in  w hich  c a s e  w e
c all t h e m,  a s  w e  do  infe rio r  officials,  by t h ei r  n a m e
wi th  t h e  ti tle  a p p e n d e d.   Fo r  ins t a nc e,  in t h e
Cou r t  of t h e  Sove r eign  ou r  Re g e n t  would  b e  c alled
E n do  Za m p t a .   M e n  of a  c e r t ain  a g e  a n d  social posi tion,
b u t  h aving  no  office,  a r e  a d d r e s s e d  by t h ei r  n a m e
a n d  t h a t  of t h ei r  r e sid e nc e;  a n d,  asf e  m e a ning
a  tow n  or  d w elling,  u s a g e  gives  m e  t h e  n a m e  of Es mo,
in o r  of t h e  tow n  of Ec a .
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“I a m  so r ry,” h e  w e n t  on,  “th a t
n ei t h e r  my  son  no r  mys elf c a n  a cco m p a ny you  to-m o r row. 
All t h e  eld e r  m e m b e r s  of my  fa mily a r e  e n g a g e d  to
a t t e n d  a t  so m e  di s t a nc e  h e nc e  b efo r e  t h e  ho u r  a t  w hich
you  c a n  r e t u r n .   Bu t  I s ho uld  no t  like  you  to
b e  alon e  wi th  s t r a n g e r s;  a n d,  inde p e n d e n tly of t his
con sid e r a tion,  I s ho uld  p e r h a p s  h ave  a sk e d  of you
a  so m e w h a t  u n u s u al  favour.  My d a u g h t e r  Eve e n a,
w ho,  like  m o s t  of our  wo m e n”  (he  laid
a  s p e cial e m p h a sis  on  t h e  p ro no u n) “h as  r e c eived
a  b e t t e r  e d u c a tion  t h a n  is no w  give n  in t h e  p u blic
a c a d e mie s,  h a s  b e e n  fro m  t h e  fir s t  g r e a tly in t e r e s t e d
in you r  n a r r a tive  a n d  in all you  h ave  told  u s  of t h e
wo rld  fro m  w hich  you  co m e.   S h e  is a nxious  to  s e e
you r  vess el, a n d  I h a d  hop e d  to  t ak e  h e r  w h e n  I m e a n t
to  visit  it in you r  co m p a ny.  Bu t  af t e r  to-m o r row
I c a n no t  t ell w h e n  you  m ay  b e  s u m m o n e d  to  visi t  t h e
Ca m p t a,  o r  w h e t h e r  af t e r  t h a t  visi t  you a r e  likely
to  r e t u r n  hi th er.  I will a sk  you, t h e r efo r e,  if
you  do  no t  objec t  to  w h a t  I confe ss  is a n  u n u s u al
p roc e e din g,  to  t ak e  Eve e n a  u n d e r  you r  c h a r g e  to-m o r row.”

“Is it,” I inq ui r e d,  “pe r missible
for  a  youn g  lady to  a c co m p a ny a  s t r a n g e r  on  s uc h  a n
exc u r sion?”

“It  is ve ry u n u s u al,” r e t u r n e d  my hos t;
“bu t  you m u s t  obs e rve  t h a t  h e r e  fa mily ti e s
a r e ,  a s  a  r ul e,  u nk now n.   I t  c a n no t  b e  u s u al  for
a  m aid e n  to  b e  a t t e n d e d  by fa t h e r  o r  b ro t h er, sinc e
s h e  know s  n ei t h er.  I t  is only by a  h u s b a n d  t h a t
a  gi rl c a n ,  a s  a  r ul e,  b e  a t t e n d e d  a b ro a d.   Ou r
u s a g e s  r e n d e r  s uc h  a t t e n d a nc e  exc e e dingly clos e,  a n d,
on  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d,  forbid  s t r a n g e r s  to  in t e r r u p t  o r
t ak e  no tice  t h e r e of.  In  Eve e n a’s p r e s e n c e
t h e  Reg e n t  will find  it difficul t  to  d r a w  you  in to
conve r s a tion  w hich  mig h t  b e  inconve nien t  o r  d a n g e ro us;
a n d  e s p e ci ally c a n no t  a t t e m p t  to  g r a t ify, by  q u e s tioning
you, a ny c u riosi ty a s  to  mys elf o r  my  family.”

“But,” I s aid,  “fro m  w h a t  you  s ay,
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it  s e e m s  t h a t  t h e  Re g e n t  a n d  a ny on e  w ho  mig h t  a cco m p a ny
hi m  wo uld  d r a w  infe r e nc e s  w hich  mig h t  no t  b e  a g r e e a ble
to  you  o r  to  t h e  you n g  lady.”

“I h a r dly u n d e r s t a n d  you,” h e  r e plied.  
“The  only conjec t u r e  t h ey co uld  m a k e,  w hich
t h ey will c e r t ainly m a k e,  is t h a t  you  a r e ,  o r  a r e  a bo u t
to  b e ,  m a r r i ed  to  h e r ;  a n d  a s  t h ey  will n ev e r  s e e
h e r  a g ain,  a n d,  if t h ey did,  could  no t  r e co g nis e  h e r—a s
t h ey will no t  to-m o r row  know  a nyt hing  s ave  t h a t  s h e
b elon gs  to  my ho us e hold,  a n d  c e r t ainly will no t  s p e ak
to  h e r—I do  no t  s e e  how  t h ei r  infe r e nc e
c a n  affec t  h er.  Wh e n  I p a r t  wi th  h er, it will
b e  to  so m e  on e  of my  ow n  c us to m s  a n d  opinions;  a n d
to  u s  t hi s  clos e  confine m e n t  of gi rls  a p p e a r s  to  t r a n sc e n d
r e a son a ble  r e s t r ain t ,  a s  it  con t r a dic t s  t h e  t h eo r e tic al
fre e do m  a n d  e q u ality g r a n t e d  by  law to  t h e  s ex, b u t
u t t e rly wi th h eld  by  t h e  social u s a g e s  w hich  h ave  g row n
ou t  of t h a t  law.”

“I c a n  only t h a nk  you  for  giving  m e  a  co m p a nion
m o r e  a g r e e a ble  t h a n  t h e  official w ho  is to  r e po r t
u po n  my  r e ali ty,” I s aid.

“I do  no t  d e si r e ,” h e  con tin u e d,  “to
bin d  you  to  a ny r e s e rve  in r e plying  to  q u e s tions,
b eyon d  w h a t  I a m  s u r e  you  will do  wi thou t  a  pl ed g e—n a m ely,
to  avoid  b e t r aying  m o r e  t h a n  you  c a n  h elp  of t h a t
w hich  is no t  know n  ou t side  my ow n  ho u s e hold.   But
on  t hi s  s u bjec t  I m ay  b e  a bl e  to  s p e ak  m o r e  fully
af t e r  to-m o r row.  N ow, if you will co m e  in to t h e
p e ris tyle,  w e  s h all b e  in ti m e  for  t h e  eve nin g  m e al.”
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Eve e n a’s c u riosi ty h a d  in  no wis e  ove rco m e  h e r
sile n t  s hyn e s s .   S h e  mig h t  pos sibly h ave  co m ple t e d
h e r  t e n t h  ye ar, w hich  e poc h  in t h e  life  of M a r s  is
a bo u t  e q uivale n t  to  t h e  s eve n t e e n t h  bi r t h d ay of a  d a m s el
n u r t u r e d  in  N o r t h-Wes te r n  E u rop e.   I h a r dly t hink
t h a t  I h a d  a d d r e s s e d  h e r  di r ec tly h alf-a-doze n  ti m es,
o r  h a d  r e c eive d  fro m  h e r  a  doze n  wo r d s  in r e t u r n .  
I h a d  b e e n  a t t r a c t e d ,  n eve r t h el e s s ,  no t  only by  h e r
g r a c e  a n d  b e a u ty, b u t  by  t h e  p ec ulia r  s w e e t n e s s  of
h e r  voice  a n d  t h e  g e n tl en e s s  of h e r  m a n n e r  a n d  b e a rin g
w h e n  e n g a g e d  in p acifying  dis p u t e  o r  difficul ty a m o n g
t h e  child r e n,  a n d  p a r ticula rly in d e aling  wi th  t h e
h alf-d efo r m e d  s poil t  infan t  of w hich  I h av e  s pok e n.  
This  eve nin g  t h a t  li t tl e  b r a t  w a s  m o r e  t h a n  u s u ally
exa s p e r a t ing,  a n d  h aving  exh a us t e d  t h e  p a tie nc e  o r
r e p elled  t h e  co m p a ny of all t h e  r e s t ,  foun d  it self
alon e,  a n d  s e t  u p  a  fre tful, co n tin uo us  s c r e a m,  dis a g r e e a ble
eve n  to  m e ,  a n d  to r t u ring  to  M a r ti al e a r s ,  w hich,
a d a p t e d  to  h e a r  in t h a t  t hin  air, a r e  p ainfully alive
to  s t rid e n t ,  h a r s h ,  o r  ev e n  loud  so u n ds.   Ins t a n tly
ob eying  a  sign  fro m  h e r  m o t h er, Eve e n a  ro s e  in  t h e
mid dle  of a  conve r s a tion  to  w hich  s h e  h a d  lis t e n e d
wi th  evid e n t  in t e r e s t ,  a n d  d evo t e d  h e r s elf for  h alf-a n-ho u r
to  ple a s e  a n d  p acify t his  u n co mfo r t a ble  c hild.  
The  ch a r ac t e r  a n d  a p p e a r a n c e  of t his  infa n t ,  so  u t t e rly
u nlike  all it s  co m p a nions,  h a d  al r e a dy exci t e d  my c u riosi ty,
b u t  I h a d  foun d  no  oppo r t u ni ty of a s kin g  a  q u e s tion
wi tho u t  r i sking  a n  imp e r tin e nc e .   On  t hi s  occ a sion,
how ever, I ven t u r e d  to  m a k e  so m e  r e m a rk  on  t h e  ex t r e m e
g e n tl en e s s  a n d  forb e a r a n c e  wit h  w hich  no t  only Eve e n a
b u t  t h e  c hild r e n  t r e a t e d  t h ei r  p e evish  a n d  exac ting
b ro t h er.

“H e  is no  b ro t h e r  of t h ei r s ,” s aid  Zulve,
t h e  mis t r e s s  of t h e  ho us e .   “You wo uld  h a r dly
find  in a ny fa mily like  ou r s  a  child  wi th  so  ir ri t a ble
a  t e m p e r  o r  a  dis posi tion  so  s elfish,  a n d  no w h e r e  a
c r e a t u r e  so  h a r dly t r e a t e d  by  N a t u r e  in body a s  w ell
a s  min d.”

“Ind e e d,” I s aid,  h a r dly u n d e r s t a n ding
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h e r  a n s w er.

“No,” s aid  my  hos t.   “It  is
t h e  r ul e  to  d e p rive  of life, p ro m p tly a n d  p ainle s sly,
c hild r e n  to  w ho m,  fro m  p hysical d efo r mi ty o r  d efec t ,
life  is t ho u g h t  u nlikely to  b e  pl e a s a n t ,  a n d  w hos e
d e sc e n d a n t s  mig h t  b e  a  b u r d e n  to  t h e  p u blic a n d  a
c a u s e  of p hysical d e t e rio r a tion  to  t h e  r ac e.  
I t  is, how ever, on e  of t h e  exce p tion al t e n e t s  to  w hich
I h ave  b e e n  oblige d  to  allud e ,  t h a t  m a n  s ho uld  no t
s e e k  to  b e  wis e r  t h a n  N a t u r e;  a n d  t h a t  life  s hould
n ei t h e r  b e  cu t  s ho r t ,  exc e p t  a s  a  p u nis h m e n t  for  g r e a t
c ri m e s,  no r  p rolong e d  a r t ificially con t r a ry to  t h e
m a nife s t  in t e n tion,  or, a s  ou r  p hilosop h e r s  wo uld  s ay,
t h e  co m m o n  cou r s e  of N a t u r e .   Thos e  w ho  t hink
wi th  m e ,  t h e r efo r e ,  a lw ays  e n d e avour, w h e n  w e  h e a r
in ti m e  of t h ei r  a p p ro a c hin g  fa t e ,  to  p r e s e rve  c hild r e n
so  doo m e d.   P r ec a u tions  a g ains t  u n d u e  h a s t e  o r
r e a din e s s  to  d e s t roy lives  t h a t  mig h t ,  af t e r  all,
g row  u p  to  h e al t h  a n d  vigou r  a r e  p rovide d  by law. 
N o  single  p hysician  o r  p hysiologis t  c a n  sign  a  d e a t h-w a r r a n t;
a n d  I, t ho u g h  no  long e r  a  p hysicia n  by  c r af t ,  a m  a m o n g
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t h e  a r bi t e r s,  on e  o r  m o r e  of w ho m  m u s t  b e  c alled  in
to  a p p rove  o r  s u s p e n d  t h e  d e cision.   On  t h e s e
occ a sions  I h ave  r e s c u e d  fro m  ex tinc tion  s eve r al  c hild r e n
of w hos e  u nfi tn e s s  to  live,  a cco r ding  to  t h e  s t a n d a r d
of t h e  S t a t e  N u r s e r ie s,  t h e r e  w a s  no  q u e s tion,  a n d
plac e d  t h e m  in fa milies,  m o s tly c hildle s s,  t h a t  w e r e
willing  to  r e c eive  t h e m.   Of t his  on e  it w a s  ou r
t u r n  to  t ak e  ch a r g e;  a n d  ce r t ainly his  c h a n c e  is b e t t e r
for  b ein g  b ro u g h t  u p  a m o n g  o th e r  c hild r e n ,  a n d  u n d e r
t h e  influe nc e  of t h ei r  g e n tl e r  disposi tions  a n d  les s
exa c ting  t e m p e r a m e n t s.”

“And is s uc h  ill-t e m p e r  a n d  s elfish n e s s,”
I a sk e d,  “ge n e r ally foun d  a m o n g  t h e  d efo r m e d?”

“I do n’t  t hink,” r e plied  Es mo,  “th a t
t his  c hild  is m u c h  wo r s e  t h a n  m o s t  of my  n eig h bo u r s’
c hild r e n,  exce p t  t h a t  p hysical disco mfo r t  m a k e s  hi m
fre tful.  Wh a t  you  c all s elfish n e ss  in  hi m  is only
t h e  n a t u r al  inh e ri t a nc e  d e rive d  fro m  a n  a n c e s t ry w ho
for  so m e  h u n d r e d  g e n e r a tions  h ave  c e r t ainly n eve r
c a r e d  for  a ny t hin g  o r  a ny on e  b u t  t h e m s elves.  
I t ho u g h t  I h a d  explain e d  to  you  by w h a t  t r ain  of
ci rc u m s t a nc e s  a n d  of r e a so nin g  fa mily affec tion,  s uc h
a s  it is r e p u t e d  to  h ave  b e e n  t ho us a n d s  of yea r s  a go,
h a s  b e co m e  extinc t  in t his  pla n e t;  a n d,  fa mily affec tion
ex ting uis h e d,  all w e a k e r  s e n ti m e n t s  of r e g a r d  for  o th e r s
w e r e  ve ry q uickly wi th e r e d  u p.”

“You told  m e  so m e t hing  of t h e  kind,” I
s aid; “bu t  t h e  ide a  of a  life  so  u t t e rly s w allow e d
u p  in s elf t h a t  no  on e  eve n  t hinks  it n e c e s s a ry  to
affec t  r e g a r d  for  a n d  in t e r e s t  in o t h e r s,  w a s  to  m e
so  u nin t elligible  a n d  inconc eivable  t h a t  I did  no t
r e alise  t h e  full m e a ning  of you r  a cco u n t .   N o r
eve n  no w  do  I u n d e r s t a n d  how  a  socie ty for m e d  of s uc h
m e m b e r s  c a n  b e  h eld  tog e t h er.  On  E a r t h  w e  s hould
exp ec t  t h e m  ei th e r  to  t e a r  on e  a no t h e r  to  pi ec es ,
o r  to  r el a ps e  in to  isola tion  a n d  b a r b a ris m  low e r  t h a n
t h a t  of t h e  low es t  t r ib e  w hic h  p r e s e rves  social ins tinc t s
a n d  social o r g a nis a tion.   A socie ty co m pos e d  of
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m e n  r e s e m bling  t h a t  child,  b u t  wi t h  t h e  in t ellige nc e ,
forc e,  a n d  consis t e n t  p u r pos e  of m a n hoo d,  wo uld,  I
s ho uld  h ave  t ho u g h t ,  b e  lit tle  b e t t e r  t h a n  a  con g r e g a tion
of b e a s t s  of p r ey.”

“We h av e  s uc h  b e a s t s ,” s aid  Es mo, “in
t h e  wild lan ds,  a n d  t h ey  a r e  c e r t ainly u n socia ble
a n d  solit a ry.  Bu t  m e n,  a t  le as t  civilise d  m e n,
a r e  gove r n e d  no t  only by ins tinc t  b u t  by in t e r e s t ,
a n d  t h e  in t e r e s t  of e a c h  individu al in t h e  p r e s e rva tion
of social co-op e r a tion  a n d  soci al o r d e r  is ve ry evide n t
a n d  ve ry pow e rful.  Exp e ri e nc e  a n d  sc hool discipline
c u r e  c hild r e n  of t h e  h a bi t  of ind ulging  m e r e  t e m p e r
a n d  s pi t e  b efo r e  t h ey  co m e  to  b e  m e n ,  a n d  t h ey a r e
t a u g h t  by  p r a c tice  a s  w ell a s  by  p r e c e p t  t h e  a b solu t e
n ec es si ty of co-op e r a tion.   E go tis m,  t h e r efo r e ,
h a s  no  t e n d e ncy to  dis solve  socie ty a s  a  m e r e  o rg a nis a tion,
t hou g h  it h a s  u t t e rly d e s t royed  socie ty a s  a  so u rc e
of ple a s u r e.”

“Does  you r  law,” I a sk e d,  “confine
t h e  p rinciple  of e u t h a n a sia  to  infa n t s,  o r  do  you
p u t  ou t  of t h e  wo rld  a d ul t s  w hos e  life  is s u p pos e d,
for  on e  r e a so n  o r  a no t h er, to  b e  u s el es s  a n d  joyles s?”
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“Only,” h e  a n s w e r e d,  “in t h e  c a s e
of t h e  ins a n e.   Whe n  t h e  doc to r s  a r e  s a tisfied
t h a t  a  lun a tic  c a n no t  b e  cu r e d ,  a n  inq u e s t  is h eld;
a n d  if t h e  m e dic al ve r dic t  b e  a p p rove d,  h e  is q uie tly
a n d  p ainle s sly dis miss e d  fro m  exis t e nc e.   Logically,
of cou r s e ,  t h e  s a m e  p rinciple  s ho uld  b e  a p plied  to
all incu r a ble  dis e a s e;  a n d  I s u s p e c t—ind e e d
I know—t h a t  it  is a p plied  w h e n  t h e  ho us e hold
h ave  b e co m e  w e a ry, a n d  t h e  p a ti e n t  is u t t e rly u n a ble
to  p ro t ec t  hi m s elf o r  a p p e al  to  t h e  law.  Bu t
t h e  g e n e r al  a p plica tion  of t h e  p rinciple  h a s  b e e n  s ucc es sfully
r e si s t e d,  on  t h e  g ro u n d  t h a t  t h e  t e r ro r  it wo uld  c a u s e ,
t h e  cons t a n t  a nxie ty a n d  al a r m  in w hich  m e n  wo uld
live  if t h e  rig h t  of judging  w h e n  life  h a d  b e co m e
wo r t hl e s s  to  t h e m  w e r e  lef t  to  o th e r s ,  would  fa r  ou t w eig h
a ny b e n efi t  w hich  mig h t  b e  d e rive d  fro m  t h e  leg alise d
ex tinc tion  of exis t e nc es  w hich  h a d  b e co m e  a  p rolong e d
mis e ry; a n d  s uc h  c a s e s ,  a s  I h ave  told  you, a r e  ve ry
r a r e  a m o n g  u s.   A c a s e  of hop ele ss  bodily s uffe ring,
no t  t e r min a ting  ve ry s p e e dily in  d e a t h,  do es  no t  occ u r
t h rice  a  ye a r  a m o n g  t h e  w hole  po p ula tion  of t h e  pla n e t ,
exc e p t  t h ro u g h  a ccid e n t .   We h ave  m e a n s  of cu rin g
a t  t h e  ou t s e t  al mos t  all of t hos e  di se a s es  w hich  t h e
obs e rva n c e  for  h u n d r e d s  of g e n e r a tions  of sou n d  p hysical
con di tions  of life h a s  no t  ex ti r p a t e d;  a n d  in t h e  wo r s t
ins t a nc e s  ou r  a n a e s t h e tics  s eldo m  fail to  ex ting uis h
t h e  s e n s e  of p ain  wi thou t  imp ai ring  in t ellec t.  
Of cou r s e,  a ny on e  w ho  is ti r e d  of his  life  is a t
libe r ty to  p u t  a n  e n d  to  it, a n d  a ny on e  el s e  m ay  a s sis t
hi m.   But ,  t ho u g h  t h e  clinging  to  exis t e nc e  is
p e r h a p s  t h e  m o s t  ir r a tion al of all t hos e  p u r ely a ni m al
ins tinc t s  on  e m a n cip a tion  fro m  w hich  w e  p rid e  ou r s elves,
it  is t h e  s t ro n g e s t  a n d  t h e  m o s t  las ting.   The
life  of m o s t  of my  cou n t ry m e n  would  b e  to  m e  in tole r a ble
w e a rin e ss ,  if only fro m  t h e  u t t e r  w a n t ,  af t e r  w e al t h
is a t t ain e d,  of all w a r m e r  a n d  les s  isola t e d  in t e r e s t
t h a n  so m e  on e  p e t  s ci en tific p u r s ui t  c a n  affo rd;  a n d
ye t  m o r e  fro m  t h e  to t al  a b s e nc e  of affec tion,  fa mily
d u tie s,  a n d  t h e  va rious  m e n t al  occ u p a tions  w hich  in t e r e s t
in  o th e r s  affo rds .   Bu t  t ho u g h  t h e  q u e s tion  w h e t h e r
life  is wo r t h  living  h a s  long  a go  b e e n  s e t tl e d  a m o n g
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u s  in t h e  n e g a tive,  s uicide,  t h e  logical ou tco m e  of
t h a t  convic tion,  is t h e  r a r e s t  of all t h e  m e t ho ds
by w hich  life  is t e r min a t e d .”

“Which  s e e m s  to  s how  t h a t  eve n  in M a r s  logic
do es  no t  alw ays  do min a t e  life  a n d  p r evail ove r  ins tinc t .  
Bu t  w h a t  is t h e  m o s t  u s u al  c a u s e  of d e a t h,  w h e r e  n ei th e r
dis e a s e  no r  s e nili ty a r e  o t h e r  t h a n  r a r e  exc e p tions?”

“Efflux of t im e,” Es m o  r e plie d  wi th  a n
ironical s mile.   “Tha t  is t h e  c hi ef fa t al
dis e a s e  r ecog nis e d  by ou r  p hysicians.”

“And w h a t  is i ts  n a t u r e?”

“Ah, t h a t  n ei t h e r  I no r  a ny o t h e r  p hysician
c a n  t ell you.  Life ’goes  ou t ,’ like
a  la m p  w h e n  t h e  m a t e r ials  s u p plying  t h e  elec t ric  c u r r e n t
a r e  exh a u s t e d;  a n d  ye t  h e r e  all t h e  w a s t e  of w hich
p hysic c a n  t ak e  cog nis a nc e  is fully r e p ai r e d ,  a n d
t h e  ci rc ui t  is no t  b rok e n.”

“Wh a t  a r e  t h e  sy m pto m s,  t h e n?”
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“They a r e  all r e d u cible  to  on e—exh a u s tion
of t h e  will, t h e  p ri m e  el e m e n t  of p e r so n ali ty. 
The  p a ti e n t  c e a s e s  to  care .  It  is too  m u c h
t rou ble  to  wo rk; t h e n  too  m u c h  t ro u ble  to  r e a d;  t h e n
too m u c h  t ro u ble  to  exe r t  eve n  t hos e  all b u t  m e c h a nical
pow e r s  of t ho u g h t  w hich  a r e  n e c e s s a ry  to  a ny kind
of social in t e r co u r s e—to  give  a n  o r d er,
to  a n s w e r  a  q u e s tion,  to  r e cog nis e  a  n a m e  or  a  face:  
t h e n  eve n  t h e  p a s sions  di e  ou t ,  till t h e  p a ti e n t  c a n no t
b e  p rovoke d  to  r a t e  a  s t u pid  a m b a  o r  a  n e glige n t  wife;
finally, t h e r e  is no t  e n e r gy to  d r e s s  o r  u n d r e s s,
to  ri s e  u p  o r  si t  do w n.   The n  t h e  p a tie n t  is allow e d
to  die:  if ke p t  alive  p e rfo rc e,  h e  wo uld  finally
lack  t h e  e n e r gy to  e a t  o r  eve n  to  b r e a t h e.   And
ye t,  all t his  tim e,  t h e  m a n  is alive,  t h e  s elf is
t h e r e ;  a n d  I h ave  p rolong e d  life, o r  r a t h e r  r e n e w e d
it, for  a  ti m e,  by  so m e  ch a nc e  s ti m ulus  t h a t  h a s  r e a c h e d
t h e  inn e r  sigh t  t h ro u g h  t h e  t hicke ning  veil, a n d  s hocke d
t h e  e s s e n ti al m a n  in to  willing  a n d  t hinking  onc e  m o r e
a s  h e  t hou g h t  a n d  willed  w h e n  h e  w a s  youn g e r  t h a n
his  g r a n d c hild r e n  a r e  now....  I t  is w ell t h a t
so m e  of u s  w ho  know b e s t  how  long  t h e  flesh  m ay b e
k e p t  in life, a r e ,  in  r ig h t  of t h a t  ve ry knowle d g e,
p roof a g ains t  t h e  wis h  to  ke e p  t h e  life  in t h e  fles h
for  ev er.”

CHAPTER VII — ESCORT DUTY.

Im m e dia t ely af t e r  b r e akfa s t  t h e  n ext  m o r ning  my hos t
invit ed  m e  to  t h e  g a t e  of hi s  g a r d e n,  w h e r e  s tood
on e  of t h e  c a r ri a g e s  I h a d  s e e n  b efor e  in  t h e  di s t a n c e ,
b u t  n eve r  h a d  a n  oppo r t u ni ty of exa mining.   I t
r e s t e d  on  t h r e e  w h e els,  t h e  t wo  hin d  on e s  by fa r  la rg e r
t h a n  t h a t  in fron t ,  w hich  m e r ely s e rve d  to  s u s t ain
t h e  e q uilib riu m  of t h e  bo dy a n d  to  s t e er.  The
m a t e ri al  w a s  t h e  silve r-like  m e t al  of w hich  m os t  M a r ti al
vess el s  a n d  fu r ni tu r e  a r e  for m e d,  eve ry s p ar, pole,
a n d  c ros s-pi ec e  b ein g  a  hollow cylind e r;  a  cons t r uc tion
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w hich, wi t h  t h e  ex t r e m e  ligh t n e ss  of t h e  m e t al  its elf,
m a d e  t h e  c a r r ia g e  fa r  ligh t e r  t h a n  a ny I h a d  s e e n
on  E a r t h.   The  bo dy consis t e d  of a  s e a t  wi th  side s,
b ack,  a n d  footbo a r d,  wid e  e no u g h  to  a cco m mo d a t e  t wo
p e r so ns  wi th  e a s e.   I t  w a s  a t t a c h e d  by s t ron g
ela s tic  fas t e nin gs  to  a  fr a m e  consis ting  of fou r  ligh t
pole s  r i sing  fro m  t h e  fra m e wo rk  in w hich  t h e  axles
t u r n e d;  co m ple t ely dis p e n sing  wi th  t h e  t ro u ble  of
s p rin gs,  w hile  affo rding  a  m o r e  co m ple t e  p ro t ec tion
fro m  a ny thing  like  jolting.   The  s t e e ring  g e a r
con sis t e d  of a  h el m  a t t a c h e d  to  t h e  fron t  w h e el a n d
co ming  u p  wi thin  e a sy  r e a c h  of t h e  d rive r’s
h a n d.   The  el ec t ric  m o tive  pow e r  a n d  m a c hin e ry
w e r e  conc e ale d  in a  box b e n e a t h  t h e  s e a t ,  w hich  w a s
ind e e d  b u t  t h e  top  of t his  m o s t  impo r t a n t  a n d  la r g e s t
po r tion  of t h e  c a r ri a g e .   The  poles  s u s t ain e d
a  ligh t  fr a m e wo rk  s u p po r ting  a  c a no py, w hich  could
b e  d r a w n  ove r  t h e  top  a n d  a ro u n d  t h r e e  side s  of t h e
c a r ri a g e,  le aving  only t h e  fron t  op e n.   This  c a no py,
in t h e  p r e s e n t  ins t a nc e,  consis t e d  of a  so r t  of ve ry
fine  silke n  m a t e ri al,  t hickly e m b roide r e d  wi thin  a n d
wi tho u t  wi th  fea t h e r s  of va rious  colou r s  a n d  size s,
co m bin e d  in p a t t e r n s  of exq uisi t e  b e a u ty.  My hos t
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r e q u e s t e d  m e  to  m o u n t  t h e  c a r ri a g e  wi th  hi m,  a n d  d rove
for  so m e  dis t a nc e ,  t e ac hin g  m e  how  to  s t e er, a n d  how,
by p r e s sing  a  s p rin g,  to  s to p  o r  sl acke n  t h e  m o tion
of t h e  vehicle,  a l so  how  to  di r e c t  i t ove r  ro u g h  g ro u n d
a n d  u p  o r  dow n  t h e  s t e e p e s t  slope  on  w hich  it w a s
av aila ble.   Wh e n  w e  r e t u r n e d,  t h e  Reg e n t’s
c a r ri a g e  w a s  s t a n ding  by t h e  g a t e ,  a n d  t wo  ot h e r s
w e r e  w ai ting  a t  a  lit tle  dis t a nc e  in t h e  r e ar. 
The  Reg e n t ,  wi th  a  co m p a nion, w a s  al r e a dy s e a t e d ,
a n d  a s  soon  a s  w e  r e a c h e d  t h e  g a t e ,  Eve e n a  a p p e a r e d .  
S h e  w a s  e nvelop e d  fro m  h e a d  to  foot  in a  cloak  of
so m e t hing  like  s w a n s-dow n  cove ring  h e r  w hole  figu r e ,
loos e,  like  t h e  o r din a ry ou t e r  g a r m e n t s  of bo t h  s exes,
a n d  g a t h e r e d  in a t  t h e  w ais t  by a  n a r row  zon e  of silver,
wi th  a  so r t  of cla s p  of so m e  b rig h t  g r e e n  jew el; a n d
a  veil of w hi t e  s a tin-looking  m a t e ri al  cove r e d  t h e
w hole  h e a d  a n d  face,  a n d  fell h alf-w ay to  t h e  w ais t .  
H e r  glove d  rig h t  h a n d  w a s  hid d e n  by t h e  sle eve  of
h e r  cloak; t h a t  of t h e  left  a r m  w a s  t u r n e d  b a ck,  a n d
t h e  h a n d  w hich  s h e  g ave  m e  a s  I h a n d e d  h e r  to  t h e  s e a t
on  my  left  w a s  b a r e—a  u s a g e  bo t h  of conve nie nc e
a n d  cou r t e sy.  At Es m o’s r e q u e s t ,  t h e  Reg e n t ,
w ho  led  t h e  w ay, s t a r t e d  a t  a  m o d e r a t e  p ac e ,  no t  exc e e ding
so m e  t e n  miles  a n  ho ur.  I obs e rve d  t h a t  on  t h e
roofs  of all t h e  ho us e s  alon g  t h e  ro a d  t h e  inh a bi t a n t s
h a d  g a t h e r e d  to  w a t c h  u s; a n d  a s  my co m p a nion  w a s
so  co m ple t ely veiled,  I did  no t  b a ulk t h ei r  c u riosi ty
by d r a wing  t h e  c a no py.  I p r e s e n tly no tice d  t h a t
t h e  gi rl h eld  so m e t hin g  conc e ale d  in h e r  r ig h t  sle eve,
a n d  ven t u r e d  to  a s k  h e r  w h a t  s h e  h a d  t h e r e .

“Pa r do n  m e,” s h e  s aid; “if w e  h a d
b e e n  less  h u r ri e d,  I m e a n t  to  h ave  a sk e d  you r  p e r mission
to  b rin g  my p e t  e s v e  wi th  m e .”  Dr a win g
b ack  h e r  sle eve,  s h e  s ho w e d  a  bi r d  a bo u t  t h e  size
of a  c a r ri e r-pig eon,  b u t  wi t h  a n  eve n  la rg e r  a n d  s t ron g e r
b e a k,  w hi t e  bo dy, a n d  wings  a n d  t ail, like  so m e  of
t h e  plu m a g e  of t h e  h e a d  a n d  n e ck, t in t e d  wi th  gold
a n d  g r e e n.   Aroun d  it s  n e ck  w a s  a  lit tl e  s t r ing
of silver, a n d  s u s p e n d e d  fro m  t hi s  a  s m all t a ble t
wi th  a  p e n cil o r  s tyle.   Sinc e  by h e r  look a n d

128



m a n n e r  s h e  s e e m e d  to  exp e c t  a n  a n s w er, I s aid—

“I a m  ve ry gla d  you  h ave  give n  m e  t h e  oppo r t u ni ty
of m a king  a c q u ain t a nc e  wit h  a no t h e r  of t hos e  c u riously
t a m e  a n d  m a n a g e a ble  a ni m als  w hich  you r  p e ople  s e e m
to  t r ain  to  s uc h  won d e rful in t ellige nc e  a n d  ob e die nc e .  
We h ave  bi rd s  on  E a r t h  w hich  will c a r ry a  le t t e r  fro m
a  s t r a n g e  pl ac e  to  t h ei r  ho m e,  b u t  only ho m e w a r d s.”

“Thes e,” s h e  a n s w e r e d,  “will go
w h e r eve r  t h ey a r e  di r ec t e d,  if t h ey h ave  b e e n  t h e r e
b efo r e  a n d  know t h e  n a m e  of t h e  pl ac e;  a n d  if t his
bi r d  h a d  b e e n  le t  loos e  af t e r  w e  h a d  left,  h e  wo uld
h ave  foun d  m e,  if no t  hidd e n  by t r e e s  o r  o t h e r  s h el t er,
a nyw h e r e  wit hin  a  sco r e  of miles.”

“And h ave  you r  p eo ple,” I a sk e d,  “m a ny
m o r e  s uc h  won d e rfully in t ellige n t  a n d  u s eful c r e a t u r e s
t a m e d  to  you r  s e rvice,  b e side s  t h e  a m b a u,  t h e  ty r e e,
a n d  t h es e  le t t e r-c a r ri e r s?”
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“Oh yes!” s h e  a n s w e r e d.   “N e a rly
all ou r  do m e s tic  a ni m als  will do  a ny t hin g  t h ey  a r e
told  w hich  lies  wi thin  t h ei r  pow er.  You h av e  s e e n
t h e  ty r e e  m a r c hin g  in a  line  a c ros s  a  field  to  pick
u p  eve ry  single  wo r m  or  ins ec t ,  o r  e g g  of s uc h,  wi t hin
t h e  w hole  s p a c e  ove r  w hich  t h ey m ove, a n d  I t hink
you  s a w  t h e  a m b a u  g a t h e rin g  frui t .   I t  is no t  ve ry
u s u al  to  e m ploy t h e  la t t e r  for  t his  p u r pos e ,  exc e p t
in t h e  t r e e s .   H av e  you  no t  s e e n  a  big  c r e a t u r e—I
s ho uld  c all it a  bi rd,  b u t  a  bi rd  t h a t  c a n no t  fly,
a n d  is cove r e d  wi th  co a r s e  h ai r  ins t e a d  of fea t h e r s?  
It  is a bo u t  a s  t all a s  mys elf, b u t  wi th  a  n e ck  h alf
a s  long  a s  it s  body, a n d  a  ve ry s h a r p  pow e rful b e a k;
a n d  fou r  of t h e s e  carv e e  wo uld  cle a r  a  field
t h e  size  of ou r  g a r d e n  (so m e  1 6 0  a c r e s) of w e e d s  in
a  cou ple  of d ays.   We c a n  s e n d  t h e m,  m o r eover,
wi th  o r d e r s  to  fe tc h  a  c e r t ain  n u m b e r  of a ny p a r ticul a r
frui t  o r  pla n t ,  a n d  t h ey  sc a r c ely eve r  forg e t  o r  blun d er. 
So m e  of t h e m,  of cou r s e ,  a r e  cleve r e r  t h a n  o t h e r s.  
The  cleve r e s t  will r e m e m b e r  t h e  n a m e  of eve ry pl a n t
in t h e  g a r d e n,  a n d  will, p e r h a p s,  b rin g  fou r  o r  eve n
six diffe r e n t  kinds  a t  a  tim e;  b u t  g e n e r ally w e  s how
t h e m  a  leaf of t h e  pl a n t  w e  w a n t ,  o r  poin t  ou t  to
t h e m  t h e  b e d  w h e r e  it is to  b e  foun d,  a n d  do  no t  t ro u ble
t h ei r  m e m o ry wi th  m o r e  t h a n  two  diffe r e n t  o r d e r s  a t
a  ti m e.   The  U nico r ns ,  a s  you  c all t h e m,  co m e
r e g ul a rly to  b e  milke d  a t  s u n s e t ,  a n d,  if told  b efo r e h a n d,
will co m e  a n  ho u r  e a rlie r  o r  la t e r  to  a ny pl ac e  poin t e d
ou t  to  t h e m.   The r e  w e r e  m a ny b e a s t s  of b u r d e n
b efo r e  t h e  el ec t ric  c a r ri a g e s  w e r e  inve n t e d,  so  in t ellige n t
t h a t  I h ave  h e a r d  t h e  ri d e r  n ev e r  t ro u ble d  hi m s elf
to  g uid e  t h e m  exc e p t  w h e n  h e  c h a n g e d  his  p u r pos e ,
o r  c a m e  to  a  r o a d  t h ey  h a d  no t  t r ave r s e d  b efo r e.  
H e  wo uld  sim ply t ell t h e m  w h e r e  to  go,  a n d  t h ey wo uld
c a r ry  hi m  s afely.  The  only c r e a t u r e  now  ke p t
for  t his  p u r pos e  is t h e  la r g e s t  of ou r  bi r d s  (th e
cald ec ta ), a bo u t  six fee t  long  fro m  h e a d  to
t ail, a n d  wi t h  win gs  m e a s u ring  t h rice  a s  m u c h  fro m
tip  to  tip.   They will s ail t h ro u g h  t h e  ai r  a n d
c a r ry  t h ei r  r i de r  u p  to  pl ac e s  o t h e r wis e  inacc e ssible.  
Bu t  t h ey a r e  lit tle  u s e d  exc e p t  by t h e  h u n t e r s ,  p a r tly
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b ec a u s e  t h e  d a n g e r  is t ho u g h t  too  g r e a t ,  p a r tly b e c a u s e
t h ey c a n no t  r i s e  m o r e  t h a n  a bo u t  4 0 0 0  fee t  fro m  t h e
s e a-level wi th  a  r id er, a n d  wit hin  t h a t  h eigh t  t h e r e
a r e  few plac e s  wo r t h  r e a c hin g  t h a t  c a n no t  b e  r e a c h e d
m o r e  s afely.  People  u s e d  to  h a r n e s s  t h e m  to  b alloons
till w e  foun d  m e a n s  to  d rive  t h e s e  by  el ec t rici ty—t h e
las t  g r e a t  inve n tion  in t h e  w ay of loco motion,  w hich
I t hink  w a s  co m ple t e d  wi thin  my g r a n dfa t h e r’s
m e m o ry.”

“And,” I a sk e d,  “h ave  you  no  a ni m als
e m ploye d  in a c t u ally cul tiva ting  t h e  soil?”

“No,” s h e  r e plied,  “exce p t  t h e  w e e ding
bi r d s  of w ho m  I h ave  told  you.  Wh e n  w e  h ave  a
piec e  of g ro u n d  too  s m all for  ou r  el ec t ric  ploug hs,
w e  so m e ti m e s  s e t  t h e m  to  b r e ak  it u p,  a n d  t h ey c e r t ainly
r e d u c e  t h e  soil to  a  pow d e r  m u c h  fine r  t h a n  t h a t  p ro d uc e d
by t h e  m a c hin e.”

“I s ho uld  like  to  s e e  t hos e  m a c hin e s  a t  wo rk.”

“Well,” a n s w e r e d  Eve e n a,  “I h ave
no  do u b t  w e  s h all p a s s  m o r e  t h a n  on e  of t h e m  on  ou r
w ay.”
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As s h e  s aid  t his  w e  r e ac h e d  t h e  g r e a t  r o a d  I h a d  c ro ss e d
on  my  a r r ival, a n d  t u r ning  u p  t his  for  a  s ho r t  dis t a nc e,
s ufficien t ,  ho w ever, to  le t  m e  p e r c eive  t h a t  it  led
to  t h e  s e a po r t  tow n  of w hich  I h av e  s pok e n,  w e  c a m e
to  a  b r e a k  in t h e  c e n t r al  footp a t h ,  jus t  wid e  e no u g h
to  allow u s  to  p a s s .   Looking  b a ck  on  t his  occa sion,
I obs e rve d  t h a t  w e  w e r e  follow e d  by t h e  t wo  ot h e r
c a r ri a g es  I h ave  m e n tion e d,  b u t  a t  so m e  dis t a nc e .  
We t h e n  p roc e e d e d  u p  t h e  m o u n t ain  by a  n a r row  ro a d
I h a d  no t  s e e n  in d e s c e n ding  it.   On  ei th e r  side
of t his  lay fields  of t h e  kind  al r e a dy d e sc rib e d,
on e  of w hic h  w a s  in  cou r s e  of c ul tiva tion,  a n d  h e r e
I s a w  t h e  ploug h s  of w hich  my co m p a nion  h a d  s pok e n.  
Evide n tly cons t r uc t e d  on  t h e  s a m e  p rinciple  a s  t h e
c a r ri a g es ,  b u t  of m u c h  g r e a t e r  size,  a n d  wi th  h e avie r
a n d  b ro a d e r  w h e els,  t h ey to r e  u p  a n d  b roke  to  pi ec es
a  b r e a d t h  of soil of so m e  t wo  ya r d s,  wo rking  to  a
d e p t h  of so m e  eig h t e e n  inch es ,  wi th  a  doz e n  s h a r p  pow e rful
t r i a n g ula r  s h a r e s ,  a n d  p roc e e ding  a t  a  r a t e  of a bo u t
fifty ya r ds  p e r  mi n u t e .   Eve e n a  explaine d  t h a t
t h e s e  fields  w e r e  g e n e r ally fro m  2 0 0  to  6 0 0  ya r ds
s q u a r e .   The  m a c hin e  h aving  t r ave r s e d  t h e  w hole
field in on e  di r e c tion,  t h e n  r e co m m e nc e d  it s  wo rk,
plou g hing  a t  r ig h t  a n gle s  to  t h e  for m er, a n d  c a r rying
b e hind  it a  so r t  of h a r row, consis ting  of hooks  s u p po r t e d
by ligh t ,  hollow, m e t allic pole s  fixed  a t  a  c e r t ain
a n gle  to  t h e  b a r  for ming  t h e  r e a r w a r d  ex t r e mity of
t h e  plou g h,  by  w hich  t h e  s u rf ac e  w a s  levelled  a n d
t h e  soil b e a t e n  in to  s m all fr a g m e n t s;  b rok e n  u p,  in
fac t,  a s  I h a d  s e e n ,  no t  les s  co m ple t ely t h a n  o r din a ry
g a r d e n  soil in E n gla n d  o r  Fl a n d e r s .   Wh e n  it  r e a c h e d
t h e  e n d  of it s  cou r s e ,  t h e  plou g h  h a d  to  b e  t u r n e d;
a n d  t his  d u ty r e q ui r e d  t h e  e m ploym e n t  of t wo  m e n,
on e  a t  e a c h  e n d  of t h e  field, w ho,  ho w ever, h a d  no
o th e r  o r  m o r e  difficul t  labou r  t h a n  t h a t  of t u r ning
t h e  m a c hin e  a t  t h e  co m ple tion  of e a c h  s e t  of fu r row s.  
In  a no t h e r  field, a l r e a dy do u bly plou g h e d,  a  sowing
m a c hin e  w a s  a t  wo rk.   The  la r g e  s e e d s  w e r e  pl ac e d
singly by m e a n s  of a n  ins t r u m e n t  r e s e m bling  a  m a g nified
oviposi tor, s uc h  a s  t h a t  poss e s s e d  by m a ny  ins ec t s,
w hich  a t  r e g ul a t e d  in t e rvals  m a d e  a  hole  in  t h e  g ro u n d
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a n d  d e posi t e d  a  s e e d  t h e r ein.   Eve e n a  explain e d
t h a t  w h e r e  t h e  s e e d  a n d  pl a n t  w e r e  s m all, a  con tinuo us
s t r e a m  w a s  pou r e d  in to  a  s m all fu r row  m a d e  by a  diffe r e n t
ins t r u m e n t  a t t a c h e d  to  t h e  s a m e  m a c hin e,  w hile  a no t h e r
a r m,  pl ac e d  a  li t tle  to  t h e  r e ar, cove r e d  in t h e  fu r row
a n d  s m oot h e d  t h e  s u rfac e.   In  r e ply to  a no t h e r
q u e s tion  of min e—“The r e  a r e ,”
s h e  s aid,  “so m e  sco r e  of diffe r e n t  wool o r  h ai r
b e a rin g  a ni m als,  w hich  a r e  s ho r n  t wice  in  t h e  year,
im m e dia t ely af t e r  t h e  r ain s,  a n d  fu r nis h  t h e  fib r e
w hich  is wove n  in to  m os t  of t h e  m a t e ri als  w e  u s e  for
d r e s s  a n d  o t h e r  ho u s e hold  p u r pos e s .   The s e  c r e a t u r e s
a d a p t  t h e m s elves  to  t h e  s h e a ring  m a c hin e s  wi th  wo n d e rful
e q u a ni mity a n d  willing n e ss ,  so  t h a t  t h ey  a r e  s eldo m
or  n eve r  inju r e d .”

“Not  ev e n,” I a s k e d,  “by inexp e ri e nc e d
o r  clu m sy h a n d s?”

“H a n d s,” s h e  s aid,  “have  no t hing
to  do  wit h  t h e  m a t t er.  They h ave  only to  s e n d
t h e  a ni m al in to t h e  m a c hin e ,  a n d,  ind e e d,  e a c h  go e s
in of his  ow n  a cco r d  a s  h e  s e e s  hi s  fellow co m e  ou t .”
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“And h ave  you  no  veg e t a ble  fib r e s ,” I
s aid,  “ th a t  a r e  u s e d  for  w e aving?”

“Oh yes,” s h e  a n s w e r e d,  “seve r al. 
The  ou t e r  d r e s s  I w e a r  indoo r s  is m a d e  of a  fib r e
foun d  inside  t h e  rin d  of t h e  frui t  of t h e  algyro  t r e e ,
a n d  t h e  s t alks  of t h r e e  o r  fou r  diffe r e n t  kinds  of
pl a n t s  affor d  m a t e ri als  al mos t  e q u ally sof t  a n d  fine.”

“And you r  cloak,” I a sk e d,  “is  no t
t h a t  m a d e  of t h e  skin  of so m e  a ni m al?”

“Yes,” s h e  r e plied,  “an d  t h e  m os t
c u rious  c r e a t u r e  I h ave  h e a r d  of.  I t  is foun d
only in t h e  no r t h e r n  a n d  sou t h e r n  Arctic  land-b el t s ,
to  w hich  ind e e d  n e a rly all wild a ni m als,  exc e p t  t h e
few s m all on e s  t h a t  a r e  e n cou r a g e d  b e c a us e  t h ey  p r ey
u po n  la rg e  a n d  noxious  insec t s,  a r e  now  confine d.  
I t  is a bo u t  a s  la rg e  a s  t h e  U nico r ns ,  a n d  h a s ,  like
t h e m,  fou r  limbs;  b u t  o t h e r wis e  i t m o r e  r e s e m bles
a  bi r d.   I t  h a s  a  bi rd’s long  sligh t  n e ck,
b u t  a  ve ry s m all a n d  no t  ve ry bi rd-like  h e a d,  wi t h
a  long  ho r ny s nou t ,  fu rnis h e d  wit h  t e e t h ,  so m e t hing
b e t w e e n  a  b e a k  a n d  a  m o u t h.   I t s  hin d  limbs  a r e
t hos e  of a  bi r d,  exc e p t  t h a t  t h ey h ave  m o r e  fles h
u po n  t h e  low es t  join t s  a n d  a r e  cove r e d  wi th  t his  sof t
dow n.   I t s  fron t  limbs,  my  fa th e r  s ays,  s e e m  a s
if n a t u r e  h a d  h e si t a t e d  b e t w e e n  wings  a n d  a r m s.  
They h ave  a t t ac h e d  to  t h e m  s eve r al  long, s h a r p,  fea t h e rl e s s
q uills s t a r ting  fro m  a  s h rivelled  m e m b r a n e,  w hich  m a k e
t h e m  ve ry po w e rful a n d  for mid a ble  w e a po ns,  so  t h a t
no  a ni m al likes  to  a t t a ck  it; w hile  t h e  foot  h a s  fou r
fing e r s  o r  claw s  wi th,  w hic h  it cla s ps  fish  o r  s m all
d r a go n s,  e s p e ci ally t hos e  el ec t ric  d r a go ns  of w hich
you  h ave  s e e n  a  t a m e  a n d  ve ry m u c h  e nl a r g e d  s p e ci m e n,
a n d  so  holds  t h e m  t h a t  t h ey  c a n no t  find  a  ch a nc e  of
d elive ring  t h ei r  el ec t ric  s hock.  Bu t  for  t h e
T h er n e e  t h e s e  d r a go ns,  wing e d  a s  t h ey  a r e ,  wo uld
m a k e  t hos e  lands  h a r dly h a bi t a bl e  ei t h e r  for  m a n,  o r
o th e r  b e a s t s .   All ou r  fu r s  a r e  ob t aine d  fro m
t hos e  cou n t ri e s,  a n d  t h e  c r e a t u r e s  fro m  w hich  t h ey
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a r e  d e rived  a r e  c a r efully p r e s e rve d  for  t h a t  p u r pos e ,
it  b ein g  forbidd e n  to  kill m o r e  t h a n  a  c e r t ain  n u m b e r
of e a c h  ev e ry ye ar, w hich  m a k e s  t h es e  skins  by  fa r
t h e  cos tlies t  a r t icles  w e  u s e.”

By t his  ti m e  w e  h a d  r e a c h e d  t h e  u t mos t  poin t  to  w hich
t h e  c a r ri a g e s  could  t ak e  u s,  a bo u t  a  fu rlong  fro m
t h e  pl a tfo r m  on  w hich  I h a d  r e s t e d  d u ring  my d e s c e n t .  
S e eing  t h a t  t h e  Re g e n t  a n d  his  co m p a nion  h a d  dis mo u n t e d,
I s top p e d  a n d  s p r a n g  dow n  fro m  my c a r ri a g e ,  holding
ou t  my h a n d  to  a s sis t  Eve e n a’s d e s c e n t ,  a n  a t t e n tion
w hich  I t ho u g h t  s e e m e d  to  s u r p ri s e  h er.  U p  to
t h e  pl a tfo r m  t h e  p a t h  w a s  e a sy  e no u g h;  af t e r  t h a t
it  b e c a m e  s t e e p  ev e n  for  m e ,  a n d  ce r t ainly a  t ro u bleso m e
a n d  difficul t  a sc e n t  for  a  lady d r e s s e d  a s  I h ave
d e sc rib e d,  a n d  h a r dly s t ro n g e r  t h a n  a  c hild  of t h e
s a m e  h eigh t  a n d  size  on  e a r t h.   S till my  co m p a nion
did  no t  s e e m  to  exp e c t ,  a n d  ce r t ainly did  no t  invite
a s si s t a nc e .   Tha t  s h e  foun d  no  lit tl e  difficul ty
in t h e  w alk w a s  evide n t  fro m  h e r  t u r nin g  b a ck  bo t h
sle eves  a n d  r ele a sin g  h e r  bi r d,  w hich  hove r e d  clos ely
ro u n d  h er.  Very soon  h e r  e m b a r r a s s m e n t s  a n d  s t u m bles
t h r e a t e n e d  s uc h  a c t u al  d a n g e r  a s  ove rc a m e  my fea r  of
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co m mit ting  w h a t ,  for  a u g h t  I kn ew, mig h t  b e  a n  in t r u sion.  
Ca tc hing  h e r  a s  s h e  fell, a n d  r aising  h e r  by  t h e  left
h a n d,  I h eld  it fas t  in my ow n  rig h t ,  b e g ging  to  b e
p e r mi t t e d  to  a s sis t  h e r  for  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  jou r n ey. 
H e r  m a n n e r  a n d  t h e  to n e  of h e r  voice  m a d e  it  evide n t
t h a t  s uc h  a n  a t t e n tion,  if u n u s u al, w a s  no t  offensive;
b u t  I obs e rve d  t h a t  t hos e  w ho  w e r e  following  u s  looke d
a t  u s  wi t h  so m e  lit tl e  s u r p ris e,  a n d  s pok e  tog e t h e r
in wo r ds  w hich  I could  no t  c a t c h,  b u t  t h e  to n e  of
w hich  w a s  no t  ex ac tly pl e a s a n t  o r  co m plim e n t a ry. 
The  Reg e n t ,  a  few s t e p s  in a dv a nc e  of u s ,  t u r n e d  b a ck
fro m  ti m e  to  ti m e  to  a sk  m e  so m e  t rivial q u e s tion.  
At las t  w e  r e a c h e d  t h e  s u m mit,  a n d  h e r e  I r el e a s e d
my  co m p a nion’s h a n d  a n d  s t e p p e d  forw a r d  a  p a c e
o r  t wo  to  poin t  ou t  to  t h e  Re g e n t  t h e  ext e r n al  s t r u c t u r e
of t h e  Ast ro n a u t .   I w a s  n e a r  e no u g h,  of cou r s e ,
to  b e  h e a r d  by  Eve e n a,  a n d  e n d e avou r e d  to  a d d r e s s  my
expla n a tions  a s  m u c h  to  h e r  a s  to  t h e  a u t ho ri ty to
w ho m  I w a s  r e q ui r e d  to  r e n d e r  a n  a cco u n t .   But
fro m  t h e  m o m e n t  t h a t  w e  h a d  a c t u ally joine d  hi m  s h e
wi th d r e w  fro m  all p a r t  a n d  all a p p a r e n t  in t e r e s t  in
t h e  conve r s a tion.   Whe n  ou r  co m p a nions  m ove d  forw a r d
to  r e a c h  t h e  e n t r a n c e ,  w hich  I h a d  indic a t e d,  I a g ain
offe r e d  my h a n d,  s aying, “I a m  af r aid  you  will
find  so m e  lit tle  difficul ty in g e t tin g  in to  t h e  vess el
by  t h e  win dow  by w hich  I go t  ou t .”

The  Reg e n t ,  ho w ever, h a d  b ro u g h t  wi t h  hi m  s eve r al
ligh t  m e t al  poles ,  w hich  I h a d  no t  obs e rve d  w hile
c a r ri e d  by  his  co m p a nion, b u t  w hich  b eing  p u t  to g e t h e r
for m e d  a  conve nie n t  lad d e r  of a d e q u a t e  len g t h.  
H e  d e si r e d  m e  to  a sc e n d  fir s t  a n d  c u t  t h e  rib a n d  by
m e a n s  of w hich  t h e  window  h a d  b e e n  s e al e d;  t h e  law
b ein g  so  s t ric t  t h a t  ev e n  h e  would  no t  viola t e  t h e
sy m bol of p riva t e  ow n e r s hip  w hich  p ro t ec t e d  my ves s el. 
H aving  don e  t hi s  a n d  op e n e d  t h e  win dow, I s p r a n g  dow n,
a n d  h e ,  followe d  by hi s  co m p a nion, a sc e n d e d  t h e  lad d er,
a n d  r e s ting  hi m s elf u po n  t h e  b ro a d  inn e r  ledg e  of
t h e  win dow—w hich  affo r d e d  a  conve nie n t
s e a t ,  sinc e  t h e  c rys t al  w a s  b u t  h alf t h e  t hickn e ss
of t h e  w all—firs t  took a  long  look all
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ro u n d  t h e  in t e rior, a n d  t h e n  lea p e d  dow n,  follow e d
by his  a t t e n d a n t .   Eve e n a  d r e w  b a ck, b u t  w a s  a t
las t  p e r s u a d e d  to  m o u n t  t h e  lad d e r  wi t h  my  a s sis t a nc e,
a n d  r e s t  on  t h e  sill till I follow e d  h e r  a n d  lift ed
h e r  dow n  inside.   The  Reg e n t  h a d  by t his  ti m e
r e a c h e d  t h e  m a c hin e ry, a n d  w a s  exa mining  it ve ry cu riously,
wi th  g r e a t e r  a p p a r e n t  a p p r e cia tion  of i ts  p u r pos e
t h a n  I s ho uld  h ave  exp e c t e d.   Whe n  w e  joine d  t h e m,
I foun d  li t tl e  difficul ty in explaining  t h e  p u r pos e
a n d  working  of m o s t  p a r t s  of t h e  a p p a r a t u s .   The
n a t u r e  a n d  g e n e r a tion  of t h e  a p e r gic  pow e r  I took
c a r e  no t  to  explain.   The  exis t e nc e  of s uc h  a
r e p ulsive  forc e  w a s  t h e  poin t  on  w hich  t h e  Reg e n t
p rofe ss e d  inc r e d ulity; a s  it  w a s ,  of cou r s e ,  t h e  c ri tic al
fac t  on  w hich  my w hole  n a r r a tive  t u r n e d—on
w hich  it s  t r u t h  o r  fals e hood  d e p e n d e d.   I r e solved
e r e  t h e  clos e  of t h e  ins p ec tion  to  give  hi m  cle a r
p r a c tic al evide nc e  on  t his  sco r e .   In  t h e  m e a n tim e,
lis t e ning  wi thou t  a n s w e r  to  his  exp r e s sions  of do u b t ,
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I followe d  him  ro u n d  t h e  in t e rior, explaining  to  hi m
a n d  to  Eve e n a  t h e  u s e  a n d  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  t h e r m o m e t er,
b a ryc ri t e,  a n d  o th e r  ins t r u m e n t s.   My fai r  co m p a nion
s e e m e d  to  follow my  explan a tion  al mos t  a s  e a sily a s
t h e  officials.  Ou r  follow e r s ,  w ho  h a d  now  e n t e r e d
t h e  ves s el, ke p t  wi thin  h e a ring  of my  r e m a r ks; b u t ,
evid e n tly a w a r e  t h a t  t h ey  w e r e  t h e r e  on  s uffe r a n c e,
a sk e d  no  q u e s tions,  a n d  m a d e  t h ei r  co m m e n t s  in a  ton e
too low to  allow m e  to  u n d e r s t a n d  t h ei r  p u r po r t .  
The  im p r e s sion  m a d e  on  t h e  Re g e n t  by t h e  ins t r u m e n t s,
so  fa r  a s  I could  g a t h e r  fro m  his  b rief r e m a rks  a n d
t h e  exp r e ssion  of his  face ,  w a s  on e  of co n t e m p t uo us
s u r p ris e  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  in t e r e s t  exci t e d  by t h e  m o tive
m a c hin e ry.  Mos t  of t h e m  w e r e  evid e n tly, in  hi s
opinion, clu m sy con t riva nc e s  for  ob t aining  r e s ul t s
w hich  t h e  scie n tific knowle d g e  a n d  inven tive  g e nius
of his  cou n t ry m e n  h a d  long  a go  s e c u r e d  m o r e  co m ple t ely
a n d  m o r e  e a sily.  But  h e  w a s  p uzzled  by t h e  co m bin a tion
of s uc h  imp e rfec t  knowle d g e  o r  s e mi-b a r b a ric  igno r a n c e
wi th  t h e  poss e s sion  of a  s e c r e t  of s uc h  im m e n s e  impo r t a n c e
a s  t h e  r e p ulsive  c u r r e n t ,  no t  ye t  know n  nor, a s  I
g a t h e r e d ,  eve n  conc eive d  by t h e  inh a bi t a n t s  of t his
pl a n e t .   Wh e n  h e  h a d  co m ple t e d  hi s  insp ec tion,
h e  r e q u e s t e d  p e r mission  to  r e m ove  so m e  of t h e  objec t s
I h a d  left  t h e r e ;  no t a bly m a ny of t h e  d e a d  pl a n t s ,
a n d  s eve r al  books  of d r a wings,  m a t h e m a tic al, m e c h a nic al,
a n d  o r n a m e n t al, w hich  I h a d  lef t,  a n d  w hic h  h a d  no t
b e e n  b ro u g h t  a w ay by my hos t’s  so n  w h e n  h e  visit e d
t h e  ves s el.  Thes e  I b e g g e d  hi m  to  p r e s e n t  to  t h e
Ca m p t a,  a d ding  to  t h e m  a  few s m alle r  c u riosi ties,  af t e r
w hich  I d r e w  hi m  b a ck  tow a r d s  t h e  m a c hin e ry. 
H e  s u m m o n e d  his  a t t e n d a n t ,  a n d  b a d e  hi m  t ak e  a w ay
to  t h e  c a r ri a g es  t h e  a r ticle s  I h a d  given  hi m,  c alling
u po n  t h e  in t r u d e r s  to  a s sis t .

I w a s  t h us  lef t  wi th  hi m  a n d  wi th  Eve e n a  alon e  in
t h e  b uilding;  a n d  wi th  a  p a r t ly s e rious,  p a r tly misc hievous
d e si r e  to  p rove  to  him  t h e  s u bs t a n ti al  r e ali ty of
objec t s  so  closely r el a t e d  to  my ow n  dis p u t e d  exis t e nc e ,
a n d  to  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  t r u t h  of my  s to ry, I loos e n e d
on e  of t h e  con d u c to r s,  con n e c t e d  it wi t h  t h e  m a c hin e ry,
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a n d,  di r ec ting  it  a g ain s t  him,  s e n t  t h ro u g h  it  a  ve ry
sligh t  a p e r gic  cu r r e n t .   I w a s  no t  q ui t e  p r e p a r e d
for  t h e  r e s ul t .   His  High n e s s  w a s  ins t a n tly knocke d
h e a d  ove r  h e el s  to  a  consid e r a ble  dis t a n c e .   Tu r nin g
to  in t e r r u p t  t h e  c u r r e n t  b efo r e  goin g  to  his  a s sis t a n c e ,
I w a s  s t a r tl ed  to  p e r c eive  t h a t  a n  a ccide n t  of g r ave r
m o m e n t,  in  my e s tim a tion  a t  le a s t ,  t h a n  t h e  disco mfitu r e
of t his  exal t e d  official, h a d  r e s ul t e d  fro m  my exp e ri m e n t .  
I h a d  no t  no tic e d  t h a t  a  con d uc tive  wi r e  w a s  a ccid e n t ally
in con t ac t  wit h  t h e  a p e r gion, w hile  it s  e n d  h u n g  do w n
tow a r d s  t h e  floor  Of t hi s  I s u p pos e  Eve e n a  h a d  c a r el e s sly
t ak e n  hold,  a n d  a  p a r t  of t h e  cu r r e n t  p a s sing  t h ro u g h
it  h a d  less e n e d  t h e  s hock to  t h e  Reg e n t  a t  t h e  exp e n s e
of on e  w hic h,  t ho u g h  it  could  no t  pos sibly h ave  inju r e d
h er, h a d  fro m  its  s u d d e n n e s s  so  s h ak e n  h e r  n e rv es  a s
to  t h ro w  h e r  in to  a  m o m e n t a ry  s woo n.   S h e  w a s
r e cove ring  al mos t  a t  soon  a s  I r e a c h e d  h e r;  a n d  by
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t h e  tim e  h e r  fellow-s uffe r e r  h a d  picke d  hi m s elf u p
in g r e a t  di sg us t  a n d  a s to nis h m e n t,  w a s  p a r tly a w a r e
w h a t  h a d  h a p p e n e d.   S h e  w a s,  how eve r;  m u c h  m o r e
a nxious  to  exc us e  h e r s elf, in t h e  m a n n e r  of a  frigh t e n e d
c hild,  for  m e d dling  wi t h  t h e  m a c hin e ry t h a n  to  h e a r
my  a pologie s  for  t h e  a ccide n t .   N o ting  h e r  a gi t a tion,
a n d  s e eing  t h a t  s h e  w a s  s till t r e m bling  all over,
I w a s  m o r e  a nxious  to  g e t  h e r  in to  t h e  op e n  air, a n d
ou t  of r e a c h  of t h e  a p p a r a t u s  s h e  s e e m e d  to  r e g a r d
wi th  consid e r a ble  al a r m,  t h a n  to  offe r  a ny d u e  a pology
to  t h e  ex al t e d  p e r so n a g e  to  w ho m  I h a d  affo rd e d  m u c h
s t ro n g e r  evide nc e,  if no t  of my  ow n  s u b s t a n ti ali ty,
ye t  of t h e  r e al  exis t e nc e  of a  r e p ulsive  e n e r gy, t h a n
I h a d  s e riously in t e n d e d.   With  a  few h u r ri e d  wo r ds
to  hi m,  I r ais e d  Eve e n a  to  t h e  win dow, a n d  lift e d
h e r  to  t h e  g ro u n d  ou t sid e.   I fel t,  how ever, t h a t
I could  no t  le ave  t h e  Re g e n t  to  find  hi s  ow n  w ay ou t,
t h e  m o r e  so  t h a t  I h a r dly s a w  how  h e  could  r e a c h  t h e
window  fro m  t h e  insid e  wi thou t  my  a s sis t a n c e .  
I excu s e d  mys elf, t h e r efo r e,  a n d  s e a tin g  h e r  on  a
rock  clos e  to  t h e  lad d er, p ro mis e d  to  r e t u r n  a t  onc e.  
This, ho w ever, I foun d  impossible.   By t h e  tim e
t h e  inju r e d  office r  h a d  r ecove r e d  t h e  p hysical s hock
to  his  n e rves  a n d  t h e  m o r al effec t  of t h e  di s r e s p ec t
to  his  p e r so n,  his  a nxie ty to  ve rify w h a t  h e  h a d  h e a r d
e n ti r ely occ u pied  hi s  mi n d;  a n d  h e  r e q u e s t e d  fu r t h e r
exp e ri m e n t s ,  no t  u po n  hi m s elf, w hich  occ u pied  so m e
h alf-ho ur.  H e  lis t e n e d  a n d  s pok e,  I m u s t  a d mit ,
wi th  t e m p e r;  b u t  hi s  ai r  of dis ple a s u r e  w a s  evid e n t
e no u g h,  a n d  I w a s  a w a r e  t h a t  I h a d  no t  e n ti tl ed  mys elf
to  his  good  wor d,  w h e t h e r  o r  no t  h e  wo uld  p e r mi t  his
r e s e n t m e n t  to  colou r  his  a c co u n t  of fac t s .   H e
w a s  co m p elled,  how ever, to  r e q u e s t  my  h elp  in r e a c hin g
t h e  win dow, w hich  I g ave  wi th  all possible  d ef e r e n c e .

But,  to  my  al a r m,  w h e n  w e  r e a c h e d  t h e  foot  of t h e
ladd er, Eve e n a  w a s  no w h e r e  to  b e  s e e n .   Calling
h e r  a n d  r e c eiving  no  r e ply, c alling  a g ain  a n d  h e a rin g
w h a t  so u n d e d  like  h e r  voice,  b u t  in a  fain t  ton e  a n d
co ming  I kn e w  no t  w hi th er, I r a n  ro u n d  t h e  pl a tfo r m
to  s e ek  h er.  I could  s e e  no t hin g  of h e r ;  b u t
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a t  on e  poin t ,  jus t  w h e r e  t h e  p rojec ting  e d g e  of t h e
pla tfo r m  ove r h u n g  t h e  p r ecipice  b elow, I r ecog nise d
h e r  bi r d  flu t t e ring  its  wings  a n d  sc r e a ming  a s  if
in  p ain  o r  t e r ror.  The  Re g e n t  w a s  c alling  m e
in a  so m e w h a t  imp e rious  to n e ,  b u t  of cou r s e  r e c eive d
n ei t h e r  a n s w e r  no r  a t t e n tion.   Re ac hin g  t h e  s po t ,
I looke d  ove r  t h e  e d g e  a n d  wi t h  so m e  t ro u ble  discove r e d
w h a t  h a d  h a p p e n e d.   N o t  m e r ely b elow b u t  u n d e r n e a t h
t h e  ove r h a n gin g  e d g e  w a s  a  s h elf a bo u t  fou r  fee t  long
a n d  so m e  t e n  inch e s  in b r e a d t h ,  cove r e d  wit h  a  flowe r
e q u ally r e m a rk a ble  in for m  a n d  colour, t h e  for m e r  b eing
t h a t  of a  hollow cylind ric al b ell, a bo u t  t wo  inc h e s
in di a m e t e r ;  t h e  la t t e r  a  bluis h  lilac, t h e  n e a r e s t
a p p ro ac h  to  az u r e  I h ave  s e e n  in  M a r s—t h e
w hole  g ro u n d  on e  s h e e t  of flow e r s .   On  t his ,  holding
in a  h alf-ins e nsible  s t a t e  to  t h e  ou t w a r d-sloping
rock  a bove  h er, Eve e n a  clun g,  h e r  veil a n d  h e a d-d r e s s
fallen,  h e r  fac e  exp r e s sin g  u t t e r  b e wilde r m e n t  a s
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w ell a s  t e r ror.  I s aw, t ho u g h  a t  t h e  m o m e n t  I
h a r dly u n d e r s tood,  ho w  s h e  h a d  r e a c h e d  t his  poin t.  
A ve ry n a r ro w  p a t h,  so m e  h u n d r e d  fee t  in leng t h,  slop e d
dow n  fro m  t h e  t a bl e-rock of t h e  s u m mit  to  t h e  s h elf
on  w hich  s h e  s tood, wi t h  a n  ou t e r  h e d g e  of s h r u b s  a n d
t h e  s u m mit s  of s m all t r e e s ,  w hich  conc e ale d,  a n d  in
so m e  so r t  g u a r d e d,  t h e  p r e cipice  b elow, so  t h a t  ev e n
a  ti mid  gi rl mig h t  p u r s u e  t h e  p a t h  wi thou t  fear. 
Bu t  t his  p a t h  e n d e d  s eve r al  fee t  fro m  t h e  co m m e n c e m e n t
of t h e  s h elf.  Across  t h e  g a p  h a d  lain  a  fallen
t r e e ,  wit h  bou g h s  affor ding  s uc h  a  sc r e e n  a n d  r ailing
on  t h e  ou t w a r d  sid e  a s  mig h t  a t  onc e  conc e al  t h e  g ulf
b elow, a n d  affor d  a s sis t a n c e  in c ro ssing  t h e  ch a s m.  
But  in c rossing  t his  t r e e  Eve e n a’s foots t e p s
h a d  dis plac e d  it,  a n d  it h a d  so  given  w ay a s  no t  only
to  b e  u n availa ble,  b u t  a  s e rious  obs t acle  to  my  p a s s a g e.  
H a d  I h a d  tim e  to  go  ro u n d,  I mig h t  h ave  b e e n  a ble
to  le a p  t h e  c h as m;  I c e r t ainly could  no t  r e t u r n  t h a t
w ay wi th  a  b u r d e n  eve n  so  ligh t  a s  t h a t  of my  p r e cious
c h a r g e .   The  only c h a n c e  w a s  to  lift h e r  by  m ain
forc e  di r ec tly to  w h e r e  I s tood; a n d  t h e  ou t w a r d  p rojec tion
of t h e  rock  a t  t his  poin t  r e n d e r e d  t his  p e c ulia rly
difficul t ,  a s  I h a d  no t hing  to  cling  o r  hold  by. 
The  Reg e n t  h a d  by t his  tim e  r e a c h e d  m e,  a n d  disc e r n e d
w h a t  h a d  occu r r e d .

“Hold  m e  fas t ,” I s aid,  “o r  si t
u po n  m e  if you  like,  to  hold  m e  wi th  you r  w eig h t  w hils t
I le a n  over.”  The  m a n  s tood  a s to u n d e d,  no t
by t h e  d a n g e r  of a no t h e r  b u t  by  t h e  d e m a n d  on  hi m s elf;
a n d  evide n tly wit ho u t  t h e  sligh t e s t  in t e n tion  of co m plying.

“You a r e  m a d!” h e  s aid.   “Your
c h a n c e  is t e n  ti m e s  g r e a t e r  to  lose  you r  ow n  life
t h a n  to  s ave  h e r s .”

“Los e  my  life!” I c rie d.   “Could
I d a r e  r e t u r n  alive  wi thou t  h e r?   Throw you r  w hole
w eig h t  on  m e,  I s ay, a s  I le a n  over, a n d  w a s t e  no  m o r e
ti m e!”
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“Wh a t!” h e  r ejoine d.   “You a r e
t wic e  a s  h e avy a s  I, a n d  if you  a r e  p ulled  ove r  I
s h all p ro b a bly go  ove r  too.  Why a m  I to  e n d a n g e r
mys elf to  s ave  a  gi rl fro m  t h e  cons e q u e n c e s  of h e r
folly?”

“If you  do  no t ,” I s wor e ,  “I will
fling  you  w h e r e  t h e  c a r c a s s  of w hich  you  a r e  so  c a r eful
s h all b e  c r u s h e d  ou t  of t h e  ve ry for m  of t h e  m a n hood
you  disg r ac e.”

Eve n  t his  t h r e a t  failed  to  m ove  hi m.   M e a n ti m e
t h e  bi rd,  flu t t e rin g  on  my  s hould er, s u g g e s t e d  a  las t
c h a n c e;  a n d  s n a t c hing  t h e  t a bl e t  r o u n d  it s  n e ck,  I
w ro t e  t wo  wo r d s  t h e r eo n,  a n d  c alling  to  it,  “Ho m e!”
t h e  in t ellige n t  c r e a t u r e  flew off a t  fulles t  s p e e d.

“Now,” I s aid,  “if you  do  no t  h elp
m e  I will kill you h e r e  a n d  now.  If you  p r e t e n d
to  h elp  a n d  fail m e,  t h a t  bi r d  c a r ri es  to  Es mo  my r e q u e s t
to  hold  you  a n s w e r a ble  for  ou r  lives.”

I invoke d,  in u t t e r  d e s p e r a tion,  t h e  a w e  wit h  w hich,
a s  his  hin t s  a n d  my exp e ri e nc e  implied,  Es m o  w a s  r e g a r d e d
by his  n eigh bo u r s;  a n d  sl en d e r  a s  s e e m e d  t his  s u p po r t ,
it  did  no t  fail m e .   The  Reg e n t’s cou n t e n a n c e
fell, a n d  I s a w  t h a t  I mig h t  d e p e n d  a t  le a s t  on  his
p a s sive  co m plianc e.   Cla s ping  his  a r m  with  my left
h a n d,  I s aid,  “Pull b a ck  wi th  all you r  mig h t .  
If I go  over, you  s hall go  ove r  too.” 
The n  p ulling  hi m  dow n  wi th  m e ,  a n d  s t r e t c hing  mys elf
ove r  t h e  p r e cipice  so  fa r  t h a t  b u t  for  t hi s  a d di tion al
s u p po r t  I m u s t  h av e  fallen,  I r e a c h e d  Eve e n a,  w hos e
clos e d  eyes  a n d  r el axing  limbs  indica t e d  t h a t  a no t h e r
m o m e n t’s d el ay mig h t  b e  fa t al.
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“Give m e  you r  h a n d,” I c rie d  in d e s p air,
s e ein g  ho w  tigh tly s h e  s till g r a s p e d  t h e  tou g h  fib rou s
s hoo t s  g ro win g  in t h e  c r evice s  of t h e  rock, w h e r eof
s h e  h a d  t ak e n  hold.   “Give  m e  you r  h a n d,
a n d  le t  go!”

To give  m e  h e r  h a n d  w a s  b eyond  t h e  pow e r  of h e r  will;
to  le t  go  wit ho u t  giving  m e  hold  would  h ave  b e e n  fa t al. 
Be ac hing  ove r  to  t h e  u t t e r m o s t ,  I con t rive d  to  lay
a  fir m  g r a s p  u po n  h e r  w ris t .   Bu t  t his  wo uld  no t
do.  I could  h a r dly d r a g  h e r  u p  by on e  a r m,  e s p e cially
if s h e  wo uld  no t  r el ax h e r  g r a s p .   I m u s t  r el e a s e
t h e  Reg e n t  a n d  d e p e n d  u po n  hi s  ob e dienc e,  o r  forfei t
t h e  ch a nc e  of s aving  h er, a s  in a  few m o r e  m o m e n t s
s h e  wo uld  c e r t ainly s woon  a n d  fall.

“Th row you r s elf u po n  m e,  a n d  si t  fi r m,  if you
value  you r  life,” I c rie d,  a n d  I r el axe d  my
hold  on  his  a r m,  s t r e t c hing  bo t h  h a n d s  to  g r a s p  Eve e n a .  
I fel t  t h e  m a n’s w eig h t  on  my body, a n d  wi th
bo t h  a r m s  ex t e n d e d  to  t h e  u t t e r m os t  h a n ging  ove r  t h e
e d g e,  I c a u g h t  fir m  bold  of t h e  gi rl’s s ho ulde r s .  
Eve n  now, wi t h  a ny gi rl of h e r  a g e  on  e a r t h,  a n d  for
a u g h t  I know wit h  m a ny  M a r ti al d a m s els, t h e  c a s e  wo uld
h ave  b e e n  ho p ele s s.   My w hole  s t r e n g t h  w a s  r e q ui r e d
to  r ais e  h e r ;  I h a d  no n e  to  s p a r e  to  forc e  h e r  loos e
fro m  h e r  hold.   For t u n a t ely my ro u g h  a n d  tigh t
cla s p  s e e m e d  to  ro us e  h er.  H e r  eyes  h alf op e n e d,
a n d  s e mi-conscious n e s s  a p p e a r e d  to  h av e  r e t u r n e d.

“Le t  go!” I c ri ed  in t h a t  s h a r p  ton e  of
imp e rious  a n g e r  w hich—with  so m e  t e m p e r s
a t  le a s t—is t h e  n a t u r al  exp r e s sion  of t h e
ou tw a r d  imp uls e  p rod uc e d  by s u p r e m e  a n d  a go nizing
t e r ror.  Ob e die nc e  is t h e  h e r e di t a ry  les so n  t a u g h t
to  h e r  s ex by  t h e  effec t s  of e q u ali ty in  M a r s .  
Eve e n a  h a d  b e e n  p e r so n ally t r ain e d  in a  p rinciple  long
disca r d e d  by Ter r e s t ri al  wo m e n;  a n d  no t  h alf a w a r e
w h a t  s h e  did,  b u t  yielding  ins tinc tively to  t h e  h a bi t
of co m plianc e  wi t h  imp e r a t ive  co m m a n d  s pok e n  in a
m a s c uline  voice,  s h e  op e n e d  h e r  h a n d s  jus t  a s  I h a d
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los t  a ll ho p e.   With  on e  d e s p e r a t e  effor t  I s w u n g
h e r  fai rly on  to  t h e  pl a tfo r m,  a n d,  s e ein g  h e r  s afe
t h e r e ,  fell b a ck  mys elf sc a r c ely m o r e  s e n sible  t h a n
s h e  w a s.

The  w hole  of t his  t e r rible  sc e n e,  w hich  it  h a s  t ak e n
so  long  to  r el a t e ,  did  no t  occ u py m o r e  t h a n  a  min u t e
in a c tion.   I know no t  w h e t h e r  my  r e a d e r s  c a n
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  full difficul ty a n d  d a n g e r  of t h e  si t u a tion.  
I know  t h a t  no  wo r ds  of min e  c a n  convey t h e  imp r e s sion
g r ave n  in to  my ow n  m e m o ry, n eve r  to  b e  effac e d  o r  w e ak e n e d
w hile  cons cious n e s s  r e m ains.   The  s t ron g e s t  m a n
on  E a r t h  could  no t  h ave  do n e  w h a t  I did; could  no t ,
lying  h alf ove r  t h e  p r ecipice,  h ave  s w u n g  a  gi rl of
eig h t e e n  r igh t  ou t  fro m  u n d e r n e a t h  hi m,  a n d  to  his
ow n  level.  Bu t  Eve e n a  w a s  of sligh t er, s m alle r
fra m e  t h a n  a  h e al thy F r e n c h  gi rl of t w elve,  w hile
I r e t ain e d  t h e  full s t r e n g t h  of a  m a n  a d a p t e d  to  t h e
wo rk  of a  world  w h e r e  eve ry w eigh t  is t wice  a s  h e avy
a s  on  M a r s .   Wh a t  I h a d  p r a c tic ally to  do  w a s
to  lift no t  s eve n  o r  eig h t  s ton e  of E u ro p e a n  gi rlhood,
no t  ev e n  t h e  six Eve e n a  mig h t  pos sibly h ave  w eigh e d
on  E a r t h,  b u t  h alf t h a t  w eig h t .   And ye t  t h e  posi tion
w a s  s uc h  t h a t  all t h e  s t r e n g t h  I h a d  a c q ui r e d  t h ro u g h
t e n  yea r s  of cons t a n t  p r a c tice  in  t h e  field  a n d  in
t h e  ch a s e ,  all t h e  pow e r  of a  fr a m e  in h e al thful m a t u ri ty,
a n d  of m u s cle s  w hos e  forc e  s e e m e d  do u bled  by t h e  t e n sion
of t h e  n e rve s,  h a r dly av ailed.   Whe n  I r e cove r e d
my  ow n  s e n s es ,  a n d  h a d  co n t rived  to  r e s to r e  Eve e n a’s,
my  u n willing  a s sis t a n t  h a d  di s a p p e a r e d.
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It  w a s  a n  ho u r  b efo r e  Eve e n a  s e e m e d  in a  con dition
to  b e  r e m ove d,  a n d  p e r h a p s  I w a s  no t  ve ry u r g e n t  to
h u r ry  h e r  a w ay.  I h a d  do n e  no  m o r e  t h a n  a ny m a n,
t h e  low es t  a n d  m e a n e s t  on  E a r t h ,  m u s t  h av e  do n e  u n d e r
t h e  ci rc u m s t a n c e s.   I c a n  sc a r c ely e n t e r  in to  t h e
feelings  of t h e  fellow-m a n  w ho,  in my posi tion,  could
h ave  r ecog nis e d  a  choice  b u t  b e t w e e n  s aving  a n d  p e ri shin g
wi th  t h e  h elpl es s  c r e a t u r e  e n t r u s t e d  to  his  c h a r g e .  
Bu t  h e r e di t a ry  dis b elief in a ny po w e r  a bove  t h e  p hysic al
forc e s  of N a t u r e ,  in a ny law high e r  t h a n  t h a t  of m a n’s
ow n  m a kin g,  h a s  r e n d e r e d  h u m a n  n a t u r e  in M a r s  so m e t hing
u t t e rly diffe r e n t  fro m, p e r h a p s,  h a r dly in t elligible
to,  t h e  h u m a n  n a t u r e  of a  pl a n e t  for ty million  miles
n e a r e r  t h e  S u n.   Thoug h  b ro u g h t  u p  in a n  affec tion a t e
ho m e,  Eve e n a  s h a r e d  t h e  ide a s  of t h e  wo rld  in w hich
s h e  w a s  bo r n;  a n d  so  fa r  a cc e p t e d  it s  s t a n d a r d s  of
opinion  a n d  a c tion  a s  n a t u r al  if no t  r ig h t ,  t h a t  t h e
ri sk  I h a d  r u n ,  t h e  effor t  I h a d  m a d e  to  s ave  h er,
s e e m e d  to  h e r  sc a r c ely les s  ext r ao r din a ry  t h a n  it h a d
a p p e a r e d  to  t h e  Za m p t a .   S h e  r a t e d  it s  d evo tion
a n d  g e n e rosi ty a s  highly a s  h e  a p p r e ci a t e d  its  ex t r ava g a n c e
a n d  folly; a n d  if h e  cou n t e d  m e  a  m a d m a n,  s h e  w a s
dis pos e d  to  el eva t e  m e  in to  a  h e ro  o r  a  d e mi-go d.  
The  to n e s  a n d  looks  of a  m aid e n  in s uc h  a  t e m p er,
how eve r  p e rfec t  h e r  m aid e nly r e s e rve,  wo uld,  I fancy,
b e  ve ry a g r e e a ble  to  m e n  olde r  t h a n  I w a s,  ei t h e r
in cons ti t u tion  o r  eve n  in  exp e rie nc e .   I do u b t
w h e t h e r  a ny m a n  u n d e r  fifty would  h ave  b e e n  m o r e  a nxious
t h a n  mys elf to  cu t  s ho r t  ou r  p e riod  of r e pos e ,  b rok e n
a s  it w a s ,  w h e n  I r efu s e d  to  lis t e n  to  h e r  t e a rful
p e ni t e nc e  a n d  s elf-r e p ro ac h,  by  occ asion al  wo r ds  a n d
looks  of g r a ti t u d e  a n d  a d mi r a tion.   I did,  how ever,
r e m e m b e r  t h a t  it  w a s  exp e die n t  to  r ef a s t e n  t h e  window,
a n d  r e-a t t a c h  t h e  s e als,  b efo r e  d e p a r ting.   At
t h e  e n d  of t h e  ho u r’s  r e s t  I a llow e d  my ch a r g e
a n d  mys elf, I h a d  r e cove r e d  m o r e  o r  les s  co m ple t ely
t h e  n e rvous  forc e  w hich  h a d  b e e n  for  a  w hile  u t t e rly
exh a u s t e d,  les s  by t h e  effo r t  t h a n  by t h e  t e r ro r  t h a t
p r e c e d e d  it.  I w a s  n ei th e r  s u r p ris e d,  no r  p e r h a p s
a s  m u c h  g ri eved  a s  I s ho uld  h ave  b e e n,  to  find  t h a t
Eve e n a  could  h a r dly w alk; a n d  felt  to  t h e  full t h e
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value  of t hos e  novel con ditions  w hich  e n a ble d  m e  to
c a r ry  h e r  t h e  m o r e  e a sily in my a r m s,  t ho u g h  m u c h
opp r e s s e d  eve n  by so  sligh t  a n  effor t  in t h a t  t hin
air, to  t h e  pl ac e  w h e r e  w e  h a d  lef t  ou r  c a r ri a g e—no
inconside r a ble  dis t a nc e  by  t h e  p a t h  w e  h a d  to  p u r s u e.  
Befor e  s t a r tin g  on  ou r  r e t u r n  I h a d ,  in d e s pit e  of
h e r  m os t  e a r n e s t  e n t r e a tie s,  m a n a g e d  to  r e cove r  h e r
h e a d-d r e s s  a n d  veil, a t  a  r i sk  w hic h,  u n d e r  o t h e r
ci rc u m s t a nc e s ,  I mig h t  no t  h ave  c a r e d  to  e nco u n t er. 
Bu t  h a d  s h e  b e e n  s e e n  wit ho u t  it on  ou r  r e t u r n ,  t h e
co m m e n t s  of t h e  w hole  n eig h bo u r hood  wo uld  h av e  b e e n
s uc h  a s  mig h t  h ave  dis t u r b e d  eve n  h e r  fa th e r’s
cool indiffe r e nc e .   We r e a c h e d  h e r  ho m e  in s afe ty,
a n d  wi t h  lit tle  no tice,  h aving,  of cou r s e ,  d r a w n  t h e
c a nopy a ro u n d  u s  a s  co m ple t ely a s  possible.   I
w a s  pl e a s e d  to  find  t h a t  only h e r  you n g e r  sis t er,
to  w hos e  c a r e  I a t  onc e  co m mit t e d  h er, w a s  t h e r e  a t
p r e s e n t ,  t h e  eld e r s  no t  h aving  ye t  r e t u r n e d.   I
took c a r e  to  d e t a c h  fro m  t h e  bi rd’s n eck  t h e
t a ble t  w hich  h a d  s e rve d  it s  p u r pos e  so  w ell. 
The  c r e a t u r e  h a d  foun d  his  w ay ho m e  within  h alf-a n-ho u r
af t e r  I di s miss e d  hi m,  a n d  h a d  frigh t e n e d  Zevle  [S t ella]
no t  a  lit tle;  t hou g h  t h e  m e s s a g e,  w hich  a  fa t al  r e s ul t
wo uld  h ave  m a d e  s ufficien tly in t elligible  to  Es mo,
u t t e rly e s c a p e d  h e r  co m p r e h e n sion.
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CHAPTER VIII — A FAITH AND ITS FOUNDER.

On t h e  r e t u r n  of t h e  fa mily, my  hos t  w a s  m e t  a t  t h e
doo r  wit h  s uc h  a ccou n t s  of w h a t  h a d  h a p p e n e d  a s  led
hi m  a t  onc e  to  s e e  a n d  q u e s tion  his  d a u g h t er. 
I t  w a s  no t ,  t h e r efo r e,  t ill h e  h a d  h e a r d  h e r  s to ry
t h a t  I s a w  him.  Mo r e  a gi t a t e d  t h a n  I s hould  h av e
exp ec t e d  fro m  on e  u n d e r  o r din a ry ci rcu m s t a nc es  so
c al m  a n d  s elf-poss es s e d ,  h e  e n t e r e d  my roo m  wit h  a
fac e  w hos e  p al e n e s s  a n d  co m p r e s s e d  lips  indic a t e d  in t e n s e
e m o tion;  a n d,  laying  his  h a n d  on  my s ho uld er, exp r e s s e d
his  feeling  r a t h e r  in  look a n d  to n e  t h a n  in his  few
b rok e n  a n d  no t  ve ry significa n t  wo r d s.   Afte r
a  few m o m e n t s,  ho w ever, h e  r e cove r e d  hi s  coolne ss ,
a n d  a sk e d  m e  to  s u p ply t h e  d eficiencie s  of Eve e n a’s
s to ry.  I told  hi m  b ri efly b u t  exac tly w h a t  h a d
p a s s e d  fro m  t h e  m o m e n t  w h e n  I miss e d  h e r  to  t h a t  of
h e r  r e s c u e.   H e  lis t e n e d  wi thou t  t h e  sligh t e s t
sy m p to m  of s u r p ris e  o r  a n g e r  to  t h e  t al e  of t h e  Re g e n t’s
indiffe r e nc e,  a n d  s e e m e d  h a r dly to  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
dis g us t  a n d  indig n a tion  wi th  w hic h  I d w el t  u po n  it. 
Whe n  I h a d  finis h e d—

“You h av e  m a d e,” h e  s aid,  “an  e n e my,
a n d  a  d a n g e ro us  on e;  b u t  you  h ave  also  s e c u r e d  frien d s
a g ain s t  w hos e  s u p po r t  eve n  t h e  a n g e r  of a  g r e a t e r
t h a n  t h e  Za m p t a  mig h t  b r e a k  a s  h a r mlessly a s  w ave s
u po n  a  rock.  H e  b e h av e d  only a s  a ny on e  el s e
wo uld  h ave  do n e;  a n d  it is u s el e s s  to  b e  a n g ry  wi th
m e n  for  b eing  w h a t  t h ey h a bi t u ally a n d  u nive r s ally
a r e .   Wh a t  you  did  for  Eve e n a,  on e  of ou r s elves,
p e r h a p s,  b u t  no  o th er, mig h t  h ave  riske d  for  a  fi r s t
b rid e  on  t h e  fir s t  d ay  of h e r  m a r r i a g e .   Ind e e d,
t hou g h  I a m  m o s t  t h a nkful to  you, I s ho uld,  p e r h a p s ,
h ave  wi th h eld  my cons e n t  to  my d a u g h t e r’s r e q u e s t
h a d  I s u p pos e d  t h a t  you  fel t  so  s t ro n gly for  h er.”

“I t hink,” I r e plied  wit h  so m e  dis ple a s u r e ,
“th a t  I m ay  posi tively affir m  t h a t  I h ave  s poke n
no  wo r d  to  you r  d a u g h t e r  w hich  I s ho uld  no t  h ave  s pok e n
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in  you r  p r e s e nc e .   I a m  too  u nfa milia r  wit h  you r
ide as  to  know  w h e t h e r  you r  r e m a r k  h a s  t h e  s a m e  forc e
a n d  m e a ning  it  would  h ave  bo r n e  a m o n g  my ow n  p eople;
b u t  to  m e  it conveys  a  g r ave  r e p ro a c h.   Wh e n  I
a c c e p t e d  t h e  c h a r g e  of you r  d a u g h t e r  d u rin g  t hi s  d ay’s
exc u r sion,  I t ho u g h t  of h e r  only a s  ev e ry m a n  t hinks
of a  you n g,  p r e t ty, a n d  g e n tle  gi rl of w ho m  h e  h a s
s e e n  a n d  knows  sc a r c ely a ny t hing.   To avail mys elf
of w h a t  h a s  sinc e  h a p p e n e d  to  m a k e  a  d e e p e r  imp r e s sion
on  h e r  feelings  t h a n  you  mig h t  a p p rove  wo uld  h ave
s e e m e d  to  m e  u n p a r do n a ble  t r e a c h e ry.”

“You do  u t t e rly mis u n d e r s t a n d  m e,” h e
a n s w e r e d.   “It  m ay b e  t h a t  Eve e n a  h a s  r e c eived
a n  imp r e ssion  w hic h  will no t  b e  efface d  fro m  h e r  min d.  
I t  m ay  b e  t h a t  t his  m o r nin g,  could  I h av e  for e s e e n
it, I s ho uld  h av e  d e cid e dly wis h e d  to  avoid  a ny t hing
t h a t  wo uld  so  imp r e ss  h er.  But  t h a t  feeling,
if it  exis t ,  h a s  b e e n  c a u s e d  by you r  a c t s  a n d  no t  by
your  wo r ds .   Tha t  you  s hould  do  you r  u t mos t,  a t
a ny ri sk  to  you r s elf, to  s ave  h er, is consis t e n t  wi t h
w h a t  I know  of you r  h a bi t  of min d,  a n d  ou g h t  no t  m u c h
to  s u r p ris e  m e.   Bu t,  fro m  you r  ow n  a cco u n t  of
w h a t  you  s aid  to  t h e  Za m p t a ,  you  w e r e  no t  m e r ely willing
to  risk  life for  life.  Wh e n  you  d e e m e d  it impossible
to  r e t u r n  wi thou t  h er, you  s pok e  a s  few a m o n g  u s  wo uld
s e riously s p e a k  of a  favou ri t e  b rid e .”
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“I s pok e  a n d  fel t,” I r e plied,  “as
a ny m a n  t r ain e d  in t h e  h e r e di t a ry t hou g h t  of my  r a c e
a n d  r a nk  would  h ave  s poke n  of a ny wo m a n  co m mit t e d
to  his  c a r e .   All t h a t  I s aid  a n d  did  for  Eve e n a,
I s hould  h ave  s aid  a n d  do n e,  I hop e,  for  t h e  lea s t
a t t r a c tive  o r  le as t  a mia ble  m aid e n  in t his  pl a n e t
w ho  h a d  b e e n  si mila rly e n t r u s t e d  to  my c h a r g e .  
H ow  could  a ny b u t  t h e  viles t  cow a r d  r e t u r n  a n d  s ay
to  a  fa t h er, ’You t r u s t e d  you r  d a u g h t e r  to  m e ,
a n d  s h e  h a s  p e ri s h e d  by my  faul t  o r  n e glec t’?”

“Not  so,” h e  a n s w e r e d,  “Eve e n a  alon e
w a s  to  bl a m e—a n d  m u c h  to  bl a m e.   S h e
s ays  h e r s elf t h a t  you  h a d  told  h e r  to  r e m ain  w h e r e
you  left  h e r  till you r  r e t u r n;  a n d  if s h e  h a d  no t
disob eye d,  n ei t h e r  h e r  life  no r  you r s  wo uld  h ave  b e e n
imp e rilled.”

“On e  h a r dly exp ec t s  a  youn g  lady to  co m ply exac tly
wi th  s uc h  r e q u e s t s ,” I s aid.   “At
a ny r a t e ,  Ter r e s t ri al feelings  of ho no u r  a n d  eve n
of m a n hoo d  wo uld  h ave  m a d e  it  e a sie r  to  le a p  t h e  p r e cipice
t h a n  to  fac e  you  a n d  t h e  wo rld  if, no  m a t t e r  by w hos e
faul t,  my  c h a r g e  h a d  di e d  in s uc h  a  m a n n e r  u n d e r  my
eye s  a n d  wi thin  my r e a c h.”

Es mo’s eye s  b rig h t e n e d  a n d  his  c h e ek  flus h e d
a  li t tl e  a s  I s poke,  wi th  m o r e  of e a r n e s t n e s s  o r  p a s sion
t h a n  a ny incide n t ,  ho w eve r  exci ting,  is won t  to  p rovoke
a m o n g  hi s  imp a s sive  r ac e.

“Of on e  t hin g,” h e  s aid,  “you  h ave
a s s u r e d  m e—t h a t  t h e  p ro pos al I w a s  a bo u t
to  m a k e  r a t h e r  invit es  ho nou r  t h a n  confe r s  i t. 
I h ave  b e e n  oblige d,  in  s p e aking  of t h e  m a n n e r s  a n d
ide as  of my  cou n t ry m e n,  to  le t  you  p e rc eive  no t  only
t h a t  I diffe r  fro m  t h e m,  b u t  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r s
w ho  t hink  a n d  a c t  a s  I do.   We h ave  for  a g e s  for m e d
a  socie ty bo u n d  tog e t h e r  by ou r  p e c ulia r  t e n e t s.  
Tha t  w e  individu ally diffe r  in con d u c t ,  a n d,  t h e r efo r e ,
p ro b a bly in ide a s ,  fro m  ou r  cou n t ry m e n,  t h ey  n ec e s s a rily
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know; t h a t  w e  for m  a  bo dy a p a r t  wi th  law s  a n d  t e n e t s
of ou r  ow n,  is a t  lea s t  s u s p ec t e d.   Bu t  ou r  o r g a nis a tion,
it s  pow e r s,  it s  m e t ho ds,  it s  r ul e s  of m e m b e r s hip,
a n d  it s  doc t rin es  a r e ,  a n d  h ave  alw ays  b e e n,  a  s e c r e t ,
a n d  no  m a n’s con n e c tion  wi th  it is avow e d  o r
p rova ble.   Ou r  c hief di s tinc tive  a n d  e s s e n ti al
doc t rine s  you  hold  a s  s t ro n gly a s  w e  do—t h e
All-p e rfec t  Exis t e nc e ,  t h e  im mo r t al h u m a n  soul. 
F ro m  t h e s e  n ec es s a r ily follow conc e p tions  of life  a n d
p rinciple s  of con d u c t  ali en  to  t hos e  t h a t  h ave  a s
n ec es s a rily g ro w n  u p  a m o n g  a  r a c e  w hich  r e p u dia t e s,
igno r e s ,  a n d  h a t e s  ou r  two  fun d a m e n t al  p r e mis es .  
Afte r  w h a t  h a s  h a p p e n e d,  I c a n  p ro mis e  you  im m e dia t e
a n d  e a g e r  a c c e p t a n c e  a m o n g  t hos e  inves t e d  wi th  t h e
fulles t  p rivileg e s  of ou r  o r d er.  They will a ll
a d mi re  you r  a c tion  a n d  a p pla u d  you r  m o tives,  t ho u g h,
fra nkly s p e akin g,  I do u b t  w h e t h e r  a ny of u s  wo uld  c a r ry
you r  views  so  fa r  a s  you  h ave  don e.   The  b e s t
a m o n g  u s  would  h av e  flinch e d,  u nle s s  u n d e r  t h e  influe nc e
of t h e  ve ry s t ro n g e s t  p e r so n al  affec tion,  fro m  t h e
do u ble  p e ril of w hich  you s e e m e d  to  t hink  so  ligh tly. 
They mi g h t  ind e e d  h ave  d efied  t h e  Re g e n t  b u t  it  would
h ave  b e e n  in r elia nc e  on  t h e  p ro t ec tion  of, a  pow e r
s u p e rio r  to  his  of w hich  you  kn e w  no t hin g.”
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“The n,” I s aid,  “I s u p pos e  you r
e n g a g e m e n t  of to-d ay w as  a  m e e ting  of t his  socie ty?”

“Yes,” h e  a n s w e r e d,  “a  m e e ting  of
t h e  Ch a m b e r  to  w hich  I a n d  t h e  eld e r  m e m b e r s  of my
ho us e hold,  including  my so n  a n d  his  wife,  b elong.” 
“But,” I s aid,  “if you  a r e  m o r e  pow e rful
t h a n  t h e  r ul e r s  of you r  p eo ple,  w h a t  n e e d  of s uc h
c a r eful s e c r e cy?”

“You will u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  r e a so n,” h e  a n s w e r e d,
“w h e n  you lea r n  t h e  n a t u r e  of ou r  pow e r s .  
H u n d r e d s  a m o n g  millions,  w e  a r e  no  m a t c h  for  t h e  figh ting
forc e  of ou r  u n b elieving  cou n t ry m e n.   Ou r  s afe ty
lies  in  t h e  t e r ro r  inspi r e d  by  a  t r a di tion,  ve rified
by r e p e a t e d  a n d  inva ri able  exp e rie nc e,  t h a t  no  on e
w ho  inju r e s  on e  of u s  b u t  h a s  r e a son  to  r u e  it, t h a t
no  m o r t al  e n e my of t h e  S tar  h a s  eve r  e s c a p e d
sign al p u nis h m e n t ,  m o r e  t e r rible  for  t h e  mys t e ry a t t e n din g
it.  Were  w e  know n,  w e r e  ou r  o r g a nis a tion  avow e d,
w e  mig h t  b e  h u n t e d  dow n  a n d  ex te r min a t e d ,  a n d  s ho uld
c e r t ainly s uffe r  frigh tful h avoc,  eve n  if in  t h e  e n d
w e  w e r e  a bl e  to  frigh t e n  o r  ove rco m e  ou r  e n e mi es.  
Bu t  if you a r e  di spos e d  to  a cc e p t  my  offe r—a n d
e n rol m e n t  a m o n g  u s  gives  you  a t  onc e  you r  n a t u r al
pl ac e  in t his  pl a n e t  a n d  you r  b e s t  s ec u ri ty a g ain s t
t h e  e n mi ty you  h ave  incu r r e d  a n d  will incu r  h e r e—I
s ho uld  p r efe r  to  m a k e  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  expla n a tion
t h a t  m u s t  p r e c e d e  you r  a d mission  in p r e s e n c e  of my
fa mily.  The  fir s t  s t e p,  t h e  p r elimin a ry  ins t r uc tion
in ou r  c r e e d  a n d  ou r  sim ple r  mys t e rie s,  w hich  is t h e
wo rk  of t h e  N ovitia t e ,  is a  sole m n  e poc h  in t h e  lives
of ou r  c hild r e n.   They a r e  no t  t r u s t e d  wi t h  ou r
s ec r e t  till w e  c a n  r ely on  t h e  m a t u ri ty of t h ei r  in t ellige nc e
a n d  loyalty of t h ei r  n a t u r e .   Eve e n a  wo uld  in a ny
c a s e  h ave  b e e n  r e c eived  a s  a  novice  wi thin  so m e  doze n
d ays.   I t  will no w  b e  e a sy for  m e ,  consid e ring
h e r  e d uc a tion  a n d  in t ellige nc e  a n d  my ow n  posi tion
in t h e  Ord er, to  ob t ain,  for  h e r  a s  for  you, exe m p tion
fro m  t h e  u s u al  p rob a tion  on  p roof t h a t  you  bo t h  know
all t h a t  is u s u ally t a u g h t  t h e r ein,  a n d  a d mission
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on  t h e  s a m e  occa sion; a n d  it will a d d  sole m ni ty a n d
int e r e s t  to  h e r  fi r s t  initi a tion,  t h a t  t his  c hief lesson
of h e r  life  s ho uld  b e  s h a r e d  t his  eve nin g  wi th  hi m
to  w ho m  s h e  ow e s  it  t h a t  s h e  lives  to  e n t e r  t h e  socie ty,
to  w hich  h e r  a n c e s to r s  h ave  b elong e d  sinc e  it s  ins ti t u tion.”

We p a s s e d  in to  t h e  p e ris tyle, w h e r e  t h e  ladie s  w e r e
a s  u s u al  a s s e m ble d;  b u t  t h e  c hild r e n  h a d  b e e n  dis miss e d,
a n d  of t h e  m aid e n s  Eve e n a  only w a s  p r e s e n t .   Fa tigu e
a n d  a gi t a tion  h a d  left  h e r  ve ry p al e,  a n d  s h e  w a s
r e s ting  a t  full leng t h  on  t h e  c us hions  wi th  h e r  h e a d
pillowe d  on  h e r  m o t h e r’s kn e e .   As w e  a p p ro ac h e d,
how ever, t h ey all r o s e ,  t h e  o th e r  ladie s  g r e e tin g
m e  e a g e rly a n d  w a r mly, Eve e n a  rising  wi th  difficul ty
a n d  fal t e ring  t h e  w elco m e  w hich  t h e  r e s t  h a d  s poke n
wi th  e n t h u si as tic  e a r n e s t n e s s .   For g e t tin g  for
t h e  m o m e n t  t h e  p r u d e n c e  w hic h  igno r a n c e  of M a r ti al
c us to m s  h a d  hi th e r to  dic t a t e d,  I lift ed  to  my lips
t h e  h a n d  t h a t  s h e ,  following  t h e  ex a m ple  of t h e  r e s t ,
b u t  s hyly a n d  h alf r eluc t a n tly, laid  on  my s ho uld e r—a
for m  ve ry diffe r e n t  to  t h e  dis t a n t  g r e e ting  I h a d
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h e r e tofo r e  r e c eive d,  a n d  m a r kin g  t h a t  I w a s  no  long e r
to  b e  t r e a t e d  a s  a  s t r a n g e r  to  t h e  fa mily.  My
u n u s u al  s alu t e  b ro u g h t  t h e  colou r  b a ck  to  h e r  ch e eks,
b u t  no  on e  els e  took no tice  of it.  I obs e rve d,
how ever, t h a t  on  t his  occ asion,  ins t e a d  of in t e r posin g
hi m s elf b e t w e e n  m e  a n d  t h e  ladie s  a s  u s u al, h e r  fa th e r
lef t  vac a n t  t h e  pl ac e  n ex t  to  h e r ;  a n d  I s e a t e d  mys elf
a t  h e r  fee t .   S h e  wo uld  h av e  exch a n g e d  h e r  r e clining
pos t u r e  for  t h a t  of t h e  o th e r s ,  b u t  h e r  m o t h e r  g e n tly
d r e w  h e r  dow n  to  h e r  for m e r  posi tion.

“Eve e n a,” s aid  my  hos t,  “I h ave
told  ou r  frien d,  w h a t  you  know, t h a t  t h e r e  is in  t his
wo rld  a  socie ty, of w hich  I a m  a  m e m b er, w hos e  p rinciples
a r e  no t  t hos e  of ou r  cou n t ry m e n,  b u t  r e s e m ble  r a t h e r
t hos e  w hic h  s u p plied  t h e  imp uls e s  on  w hich  h e  a c t e d
to-d ay.  This m u c h  you  know.  Wh a t  you  would
h ave  lea r n e d  a  few d ays  h e nc e ,  I m e a n  t h a t  you  a n d
h e  s h all now  h e a r  a t  t h e  s a m e  tim e.”

“Befor e  you  e n t e r  on  t h a t  s u bjec t ,” in t e r pos e d
Zulve  timidly—for  i t is m o s t  u n u s u al for
a  lady to  in t e rfe r e  in h e r  h u s b a n d’s conve r s a tion,
m u c h  m o r e  to  offe r  a  s u g g e s tion  o r  co r r e c tion—b u t
ye t  e a r n e s tly, “le t  m e  s ay, on  my ow n  p a r t ,
w h a t  I a m  s u r e  you  m u s t  h ave  s aid  al r e a dy on  you r s.  
If t h e r e  b e  now, o r  eve r  s h all b e ,  a ny t hing  w e  c a n
do  for  ou r  g u e s t ,  a nyt hing  w e  c a n  give  t h a t  h e  would
value,  no t  in r e q ui t al,  b u t  in m e m o ry of w h a t  h e  h a s
do n e  for  u s—w h a t eve r  it  s ho uld  cos t  u s ,
t hou g h  h e  s hould  a s k  t h e  m o s t  p r ecious  t hin g  w e  poss e s s,
it  will b e  ou r  p rid e  a n d  ple a s u r e—t h e  g r e a t e s t
pl e a s u r e  h e  c a n  affo rd  u s—to  g r a n t  it.”

The  tim e  a n d  t h e  s u r ro u n din gs  w e r e  no t  p e r h a p s  exac tly
s ui t a bl e  to  t h e  u t t e r a n c e  of t h e  wis h  s u g g e s t e d  by
t h e s e  wo r d s;  b u t  I kn e w  so  lit tle  w h a t  mi g h t  b e  in
s to r e  for  m e,  a n d  u n d e r s tood  so  w ell t h e  difficul ty
a n d  u n c e r t ain ty of finding  fu tu r e  op po r t u ni tie s  of
in t e r cou r s e  wi t h  t h e  ladies  a t  lea s t  of t h e  fa mily,
t h a t  I d a r e d  no t  lose  t h e  p r e s e n t .   I s pok e  a t
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onc e  u po n  t h e  imp uls e  of t h e  m o m e n t,  wi t h  a  s e n s e  of
r e ckle ss  d e s p e r a tion  no t  u nlike  t h a t  wi th  w hich  a n
a r t ille ris t  fir es  t h e  t r ain  w hos e  explosion  m ay  win
for  hi m  t h e  obsidion al  w r e a t h  o r  blow hi m  in to  a to m s.  
“You a n d  my hos t ,” I s aid,  “have
on e  t r e a s u r e  t h a t  I h ave  lea r n e d  to  cove t ,  b u t  it
is ex ac tly t h e  m os t  p r ecious  t hin g  you  pos s e s s,  a n d
on e  w hich  it  wo uld  b e  p r e s u m p t uo u s  to  a sk  a s  r e w a r d;
eve n  h a d  I no t  ow e d  to  Es m o  t h e  life  I p e r illed  for
Eve e n a ,  a n d  if I h a d  a c t e d  fro m  c hoice  a n d  fre ely,
ins t e a d  of doing  only w h a t  only t h e  viles t  of cow a r d s
could  h ave  failed  to  a t t e m p t.   In  a sking  it ind e e d,
I feel t h a t  I c a nc el  w h a t eve r  cl aim  you r  ex t r av a g a n t
e s tim a t e  of t h a t  a c t  c a n  pos sibly a sc rib e  to  m e .”

“We do n’t w a s t e  wor ds ,” a n s w e r e d
Es mo,  “in s aying  w h a t  w e  do n’t m e a n,  a n d
I confi r m  fully w h a t  my  wife  h a s  s aid.   The r e  is
no t hing  w e  poss es s  t h a t  w e  s h all no t  d eligh t  to  give
a s  toke n  of r e g a r d  a n d  in r e m e m b r a n c e  of t his  d ay
to  t h e  s aviou r  of ou r  child.”

“If,” I s aid,  “I find  a  n eig h bo u r’s
p u r s e  con t aining  h alf hi s  for tu n e,  a n d  r e t u r n  it  to
hi m,  h e  m ay  offe r  m e  w h a t  r e w a r d  I a sk,  b u t  wo uld
h a r dly t hink  it r e a so n a ble  if I a sk e d  for  t h e  p u r s e
a n d  it s  con t e n t s .   But  you  h ave  only on e  t hing
I c a r e  to  poss e s s—t h a t  w hich  I h av e,  by
God’s h elp,  b e e n  e n a ble d  to  s ave  to-d ay. 
If I m u s t  a sk  a  gif t,  give  m e  Eve e n a  h e r s elf.”
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Utili t a ri anis m  h a s  exting uis h e d  in M a r s  t h e  u s e  of
co m plim e n t  a n d  ci rc u mlocu tion; a n d  u n til I conclud e d,
t h ei r  looks  of mild  p e r pl exity s how e d  t h a t  n ei th e r
Zulve  no r  h e r  h u s b a n d  c a u g h t  my  p u r pos e.   I fancied—for,
no t  d a r in g  to  look t h e m  in t h e  fac e,  I h a d  t u r n e d  my
dow nc a s t  gl a nc e  on  Eve e n a—t h a t  s h e  h a d  p e r h a p s
so m e w h a t  soon e r  divine d  t h e  objec t  of my  t ho u g h t s .  
H ow ever, a  sile nc e  of s u r p ris e—w a s  it  of
r eluc t a nc e?—follow e d,  a n d  t h e n  Zulve  b e n t
ove r  h e r  d a u g h t e r  a n d  looked  in to  h e r  h alf-av e r t e d
fac e,  w hile  Es mo  a n s w e r e d—

“Wh at  you  s hould  a sk  I p ro mis e d  to  give; w h a t
you  h ave  a s k e d  I give,  in so  fa r  a s  it  is mi n e  to
give,  in willing  fulfilme n t  of my  pl e d g e.   Bu t ,
of cou r s e ,  w h a t  I c a n  give  is b u t  my  fre e  p e r mission
to  my  d a u g h t e r  to  a n s w e r  for  h e r s elf.  You will
b e,  I hop e,  wi thin  a  few d ays  a t  fu r t h e s t ,  on e  of
t hos e  in w hos e  poss e s sion  alon e  a  wo m a n  of my  ho u s e
could  b e  s afe  o r  con t e n t;  a n d,  fr e e  by t h e  law of t h e
land  to  follow h e r  ow n  wis h,  s h e  is fr e e d  by h e r  fa t h e r’s
voice  fro m  t h e  r ul e  w hic h  t h e  u s a g e  of t e n  t hou s a n d
ye a r s  impos e s  on  t h e  d a u g h t e r s  of ou r  b ro t h e r hood.”

Zulve  t h e n  looke d  u p,  for  Eve e n a  h a d  hidd e n  h e r  fac e
in h e r  m o t h e r’s ro b e ,  a n d  s aid—

“If my c hild will no t  s p e ak  for  h e r s elf I m u s t
s p e a k  for  h er, a n d  in  my ow n  n a m e  a n d  in h e r s  I fulfil
h e r  fa th e r’s p ro mis e.   And now  le t  my  h u s b a n d
t ell his  s to ry, for  no t hin g  c a n  sole m nis e  m o r e  a p p ro p ri a t ely
t h e  b e t ro t h al  of a  d a u g h t e r  of t h e  S t ar, t h a n  h e r  a d mission
to  t h e  knowled g e  of t h e  Or d e r  w hos e  p r ivileg e s  a r e
h e r  h e ri t a g e .”

“At t h e  tim e,” Es mo  b e g a n,  “wh e n
m a t e ri al  s cienc e  h a d  g ain e d  a  d e cide d  a s c e n d a n t ,  a n d
e nfo rc e d  t h e  r e cog ni tion  of it s  m e t ho ds  a s  t h e  only
on e s  w h e r e by ce r t ain  knowle d g e  a n d  legi tim a t e  b elief
could  b e  a t t ain e d,  t hos e  w ho  clun g  m o s t  e a r n e s tly
to  convic tions  no t  a c q ui r e d  o r  favou r e d  by scie n tific
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logic w e r e  so r ely di s m aye d.   They w e r e  confou n d e d,
no t  so  m u c h  by t h e  ye t  infor m al b u t  ir r evoca ble  m ajo ri ty-vote
a g ain s t  t h e m,  a s  by  a n  ins tinc tive  mis giving  t h a t
Scie nc e  w a s  rig h t;  a n d  by ir r e p r e s sible  do u b t s  w h e t h e r
t h a t  w hich  wo uld  no t  b e a r  t h e  a p plica tion  of scie n tific
m e t ho d  could  in  a ny s e n s e  b e  t r u e  o r  t r u s two r t hy knowle d g e.  
At t h e  s a m e  tim e,  to  a p ply a  scie n tific m e t hod  to
t h e  ch e ri sh e d  b eliefs  t h r e a t e n e d  only to  di ssolve
t h e m.   For t u n a t ely for  t h e m  a n d  t h ei r  s ucc e sso r s ,
t h e r e  w a s  living  a t  t h a t  t im e  on e  of t h e  m o s t  r e m a rk a ble
a n d  o rigin al t hink e r s  w ho m  ou r  r a c e  h a s  p ro d uc e d.  
F ro m  hi m  c a m e  t h e  s u g g e s tions  t h a t  g ave  imp ulse  to
ou r  lea r nin g  a n d  bi r t h  to  ou r  O rd er.  ’The
r e a sonings ,  t h e  p roc e s s e s  of Scie nc e ,’ h e  affir m e d,’a r e
b eyon d  c h allen g e.   Thei r  t r u s two r t hin e ss  d e p e n d s
no t  on  t h ei r  s u bjec t-m a t t er, b u t  on  t h ei r  ow n  c h a r a c t e r ;
no t  on  t h ei r  r ela tion  to  ou t w a r d  N a t u r e ,  b u t  on  t h ei r
confor mity to  t h e  law s  of t hou g h t .   Thei r  u p hold e r s
a r e  ri gh t  in affi r ming  t h a t  w h a t  will no t  ul tim a t ely
b e a r  t h e  t e s t  of t h ei r  a p plica tion  c a n no t  b e  knowle d g e,
a n d  p rob a bly—for  t h e  p r a c tic al p u r pos e s
of h u m a n  life  w e  m ay  s ay c e r t ainly—c a n no t
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b e  t r u t h.   They a r e  w ro n g  in all eging  t h a t  t h e
ide as  for  w hich  t h ey c a n  find  no  foun d a tion  in t h e
s u bjec t s  to  w hich  scie n tific m e t ho d  h a s  hi th e r to  b e e n
a p plied,  a r e  t h e r efo r e  u n s cie n tific, o r  s u r e  to  dis a p p e a r
u n d e r  scie n tific inves tig a tion.   I hold  t h a t  t h e
exis t e nc e  of a  C r e a to r  a n d  Rule r  of t h e  U nive r s e  c a n
b e  logically d e d u c e d  fro m  fir s t  p rinciples,  a s  w ell
a s  jus tly infe r r e d  fro m  c u m ula tive  evide nc e s  of ove rw h el min g
w eig h t .   The  exis t e n c e  of so m e t hing  in M a n  t h a t
is no t  m e r ely co r po r e al, of pow e r s  t h a t  c a n  a c t  b eyon d
t h e  r e a c h  of a ny co r po r e al  ins t r u m e n t s  a t  his  co m m a n d,
o r  wit ho u t  t h e  r a n g e  of t h ei r  a p plic a tion,  is no t
p rove n;  it  m ay b e ,  only b ec a u s e  t h e  fac t s  t h a t  indic a t e
wi tho u t  p roving  it h av e  n eve r  ye t  b e e n  s u bjec t  to
sys t e m a tic  ve rifica tion  o r  scie n tific a n alysis. 
Bu t  of s uc h  fac t s  t h e r e  exis t s  a  vas t  a cc u m ula tion;
u n sif te d,  u n t e s t e d ,  a n d  t h e r efo r e  a s  ye t  ineffec tive
for  p roof, b u t  c a p a ble,  I c a n  sc a r c ely do u b t ,  of r e d u c tion
to  m e t ho dic al o rd e r  a n d  scie n tific t r e a t m e n t .  
The r e  a r e  r e co r ds  a n d  t r a di tions  of eve ry  d e g r e e  of
value,  fro m  u t t e r  wo r t hle s s n e s s  to  t h e  wo r t h  of t h e
m os t  a u t h e n tic  his to ry, p r e s e rving  t h e  evid e nc e s  of
pow e r s  w hich  m ay b e  g e n e r ally d e sc ribe d  a s  s pi ri t u al. 
Th ro u g h  all a g e s ,  a m o n g  all r a c e s ,  t h e  living  h ave
alleg e d  t h e m s elves  fro m  ti m e  to  tim e  to  h ave  s e e n
t h e  for ms  a n d  ev e n  h e a r d  t h e  voices  of t h e  d e a d.  
Scie n tific m e n  h ave  b e e n  force d  by t h e  a c t u al a n d  p u blic
exe rcise  of t h e  pow e r  u n d e r  t h e  m o s t  c r uci al t e s t s—for
ins t a nc e,  to  p ro d uc e  ins e nsibili ty in s u r gic al op e r a t ions—to
a d mi t  t h a t  t h e  will of on e  m a n  c a n  con t rol t h e  b r ain,
t h e  s e n s e s ,  t h e  p hysical fr a m e  of a no t h e r  wi tho u t
m a t e ri al  con t a c t ,  p e r h a p s  a t  a  di s t a n c e .   The r e
a r e  n a r r a tive s  of m a rvels  w ro u g h t  by  h u m a n  will, c hiefly
in r e mo t e,  b u t  occ asion ally in r ec e n t  ti m e s,  t r a n s c e n ding
a n d  eve n  con t r a dic ting  o r  ove r r uling  t h e  know n  law s
of N a t u r e .   All t h e s e  evid e nc es  poin t  to  on e  conclusion;
all co r robo r a t e  a n d  confi r m  on e  a no t h er.  The  m e n
of scie nc e  ridicule  t h e m  b e c a u s e  in  so  m a ny c a s e s
t h e  fac t s  a r e  imp e rfec tly a u t h e n tica t e d ,  a n d  b e c a u s e
in o th e r s  t h e  a c tion  of t h e  pow e r s  is u n c e r t ain,  d e p e n d e n t
on  con di tions  im p e rfec tly a s c e r t ain e d,  a n d  no t  of
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t h a t  m a t e ri al kind  to  w hich  m a t e ri al  s cie nc e  willingly
s u b mit s.   Bu t  if t h ey  b e  fac t s ,  if t h ey r el a t e
to  a ny el e m e n t  of h u m a n  n a t u r e ,  all t h e s e  t hings  c a n
b e  sys t e m a tically inves tig a t e d ,  t h e  t r u e  s e p a r a t e d
fro m  t h e  fals e,  t h e  p rove n  fro m  t h e  u n p rove n.  
The  po w e r s  c a n  b e  inves tig a t e d ,  t h ei r  con di tions  of
a c tion  laid  do w n.   P rob a bly t h ey  m ay  b e  so  d evelop e d
a s  to  b e  exe rcise d  wi t h  co m p a r a tive  c e r t ain ty, w h e t h e r
by eve ry on e  o r  only by t hos e  s p e ci al cons ti t u tions
in w hich  t h ey m ay  inh e r e.   S uc h  inves tiga tions
will a t  p r e s e n t  only e nlis t  t h e  a t t e n tion  a n d  c a r e
of a  few q u alified  p e r so ns,  a n d,  t h a t  t h ey  m ay  b e
c a r ri e d  on  in p e a c e  a n d  s afe ty, s ho uld  b e  c a r ri e d  on
in s ec r ecy.  Bu t  u po n  t h e m  m ay, I ho p e,  b e  foun d e d
a  c e r t ain ty a s  r e g a r d s  t h e  hig h e r  side  of m a n’s
n a t u r e  no t  les s  co m ple t e  t h a n  t h a t  w hich  scie nc e ,  by
si mila r  m e t ho ds,  h a s  g r a d u ally a c q ui r e d  in r e g a r d  to
its  p u r ely p hysical a s p e c t s.’
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“For  t his  e n d  h e  ins ti t u t e d  a  s ec r e t  socie ty,
w hich  h a s  s u bsis t e d  in cons t a n tly inc r e a sin g  s t r e n g t h
a n d  coh e sion  to  t h e  p r e s e n t  ho ur.  I t  h a s  collec t e d
evid e nc e,  con d uc t e d  exp e ri m e n t s ,  inves tiga t e d  r eco r ds ,
s t u die d  m e t ho dically t h e  a b no r m al  p h e no m e n a  you c all
occ ul t  o r  s pi ri t u al, a n d  r e d u c e d  t h e m  to  so m e t hin g
like  t h e  ce r t ain ty of scie nc e .   Discove ri es  fro m
t h e  fir s t  c u rious  a n d  in t e r e s ting  h ave  b e co m e  m o r e
a n d  m o r e  co m ple t e,  p r a c tical, a n d  effec tive.   Ou r
r e s ul t s  h ave  s u r p a s s e d  t h e  hop e s  of ou r  Foun d er, a n d
t r a n s c e n d  in impo r t a n c e ,  w hile  t h ey e q u al  in c e r t ain ty,
t h e  con t e m po r a ry  a c hieve m e n t s  of p hysical scie nc e ,—so m e
of t h e  chief of w hich  b elon g  to  u s .   All t h a t
p rofou n d  knowle d g e  of h u m a n  n a t u r e  could  s u g g e s t  to
b ring  it s  w e ak n e s s  to  t h e  s u p po r t  of it s  s t r e n g t h ,
a n d  e nlis t  bo t h  in  t h e  wo rk,  w a s  do n e  by ou r  Fou n d er,
a n d  by t hos e  w ho  h ave  c a r ri ed  ou t  hi s  sc h e m e.  
The  co r po r a t e  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  socie ty, it s  r i t e s
a n d  for m ula rie s,  it s  g r a d e s  a n d  r a nks,  a r e  m a t t e r
of d e e p  in t e r e s t  to  all i ts  m e m b e r s ,  h ave  linke d  t h e m
tog e t h e r  by a n  inviolable  bon d,  a n d  give n  t h e m  a  s t r e n g t h
infini tely g r e a t e r  t h a n  n u m b e r s  wi tho u t  s uc h  coh e sion
could  possibly h ave  affo rd e d.   The  Foun d e r  lef t
u s  no  m o r al  cod e,  impos e d  on  u s  no n e  of hi s  ow n  m os t
c h e ris h e d  e t hic al convic tions,  a s  h e  pl e d g e d  u s  to
no n e  of t h e  conclu sions  w hich  hi s  ow n  occ ul t  s t u dies
h a d  led  hi m  to  a n ticipa t e,  n e a rly all of w hic h  h ave
b e e n  ve rified  by  la t e r  inves tig a tion.   S uc h  r ule s
a s  h e  impos e d  w e r e  di r e c t e d  only to  t h e  coh e sion  a n d
efficiency of t h e  O rd er.  Ou r  c r e e d  s till consis t s
only of t h e  t wo  fund a m e n t al  doc t rin e s;  two  s e t tl e d
p rinciple s  only a r e  laid  dow n  by ou r  a bo riginal law. 
We a r e  t a u g h t  to  c ul tiva t e  t h e  clos e s t  p e r so n al affec tion,
t h e  m o s t  in tim a t e  a n d  bin ding  ti es  a m o n g  ou r s elves;
to  d ef en d  t h e  Or d e r  a n d  on e  a no t h er, w h e t h e r  by s t r e n uo us
r e si s t a n c e  o r  s eve r e  r e p ri s als ,  a g ains t  all w ho  inju r e
u s  individu ally o r  collec tively, a n d  e s p e ci ally a g ains t
p e r s e c u to r s  of t h e  Ord er.  Bu t  t h e  few law s  ou r
Fou n d e r  h a s  lef t  a r e  give n  in t h e  for m  of s t riking
p r e c e p t s,  b ri ef, a n d  oft e n  eve n  p a r a doxical.  For
exa m ple,  t h e  law of d efe nc e  o r  r e p ris al is conc e n t r a t e d
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in  on e  a n ti t h e tic  p h r a s e:—Gavar t  dax
Z v el ta,  gavar t  g e d e x  Zin ta  [N eve r  le t  t h e  m e m b e r
s t rike,  n eve r  le t  t h e  Or d e r  s p a r e].  As it  is
a  r ul e  wit h  u s  to  e m bo dy no n e  of ou r  sy m bols,  for m s,
o r  laws  in w ri ting,  t his  m a n n e r  of s t a t e m e n t  s e rve d
to  imp r e s s  t h e m  on  t h e  m e m o ry, a s  w ell a s  to  leave
t h e  u t mos t  fr e e do m  in t h ei r  a p plica tion,  by t h e  g a t h e r e d
exp e ri e nc e  of a g e s ,  a n d  t h e  p r u d e nc e  of t hos e  w ho
h a d  to  d e al  wi th  t h e  ci rc u m s t a nc e s  of e a c h  s ucc e s sive
p e riod.   Anot h e r  m axim  s ays,  ’Who kiss e s
a  b ro t h e r’s h a n d  m ay kick  t h e  Ca m p t a ,’
t h u s  e nforcing  a t  onc e  t h e  value  of c e r e m o nial cou r t e sy,
a n d  t h e  pow e r  confe r r e d  by  u nion.  We obs e rve  m o r e
c e r e m o ny in fa mily life  t h a n  o t h e r s  in t h e  m o s t  for m al
p u blic r el a tions.   Thei r  t h eo ry of life  b ein g
u t t e rly u tili t a ri a n,  no  for m  is obs e rve d  t h a t  s e rves
no  dis tinc t  p r a c tical p u r pos e.   We wish  to  m a k e
life  g r a c eful a n d  el e g a n t ,  a s  w ell a s  e a sy.  P rinciple s
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origin ally inculca t e d  u po n  u s  by t h e  n e c e s si ty of
s elf-p ro t ec tion  h ave  b e e n  e nfo rc e d  a n d  g r ave n  on  ou r
ve ry n a t u r e ,  by t h e  r e a c tion  of ou r  exp e ri e nc e  a g ain s t
t h e  ro u g h  a n d  h a r s h  r el a tions,  t h e  ja r rin g  a n d  oft e n
u nf rie n dly in t e r co u r s e ,  of ex t e r n al  socie ty. 
Aliens  to  ou r  Or d e r—t h a t  is, nin e ty-nin e
h u n d r e d t h s  of ou r  r a c e—t ak e  d eligh t  in
t h e  infliction  of p e t ty p e r so n al  a n noya nc e,  a t  le a s t
n eve r  t ak e  c a r e  no t  to  ’ja r  e a c h  o th e r’s
elbow-n e rves,’ o r  s e t  on  e d g e  t h e  t e e t h  t h a t
n eve r  bi t  t h e m.  We  a r e  c a r eful no t  to  wou n d
t h e  feelings  o r  eve n  t h e  w e ak n e s s e s  of a  b ro t h er. 
P u nc tilious  co u r t e sy, fr a nk  a pology for  u nin t e n tion al
w ro n g,  is wi t h  u s  a  poin t  of ho no ur.  Disp u t e s ,
w h e n  by a ny c h a n c e  t h ey a r is e ,  a r e  r ef e r r e d  to  t h e
a r bi t r a tion  of ou r  c hiefs,  w ho  n eve r  conside r  t h ei r
wo rk  do n e  till t h e  dis p u t a n t s  a r e  co r di ally r e co nciled.  
E nvy, t h e  m o s t  d a n g e ro us  sou rc e  of ill-will a m o n g
m e n,  c a n  h a r dly exis t  a m o n g  u s .   R a nk  h a s  b e e n
w ell e a r n e d  by it s  holder, o r  in a  few c as es  by his
a n c e s to r s;  a n d  a u t ho ri ty is a  t r u s t  n eve r  to  b e  u s e d
for  i t s  hold e r’s b e n efi t.   Weal th  n eve r
p rovoke s  cove tous n e s s,  sinc e  no  m e m b e r  is eve r  allow e d
to  b e  poor.  N o t  only t h e  Or d e r  b u t  e a c h  m e m b e r
is bo u n d  to  t ak e  ev e ry op po r t u ni ty of a s sis ting  eve ry
o th e r  by eve ry m e t ho d  wi thin  his  pow er.  We e m ploy
t h e m,  w e  p ro mot e  t h e m,  w e  give  t h e m  t h e  p r efe r e n c e
in eve ry kind  of p a t ro n a g e  a t  ou r  co m m a n d.   Bu t
t h e s e  obliga tions  a r e  poin t s  of ho no u r  r a t h e r  t h a n
of law.  Only a pos t a sy o r  t r e a so n  to  t h e  Or d e r
involve  co m p ulso ry p e n al ti e s;  a n d  t h e  la t t er, if it
eve r  occ u r r e d  in t h e s e  d ays,  wo uld  b e  visi t e d  wi th
ins t a n t  d e a t h,—inflic t e d,  a s  it  is inflic t e d
u po n  ir r econcilable  e n e mies,  in  s uc h  a  m a n n e r  t h a t
no n e  could  know  w ho  p a s s e d  t h e  s e n t e n c e,  o r  by w ho m
it w a s  exec u t e d .”

“And h ave  you,” I a sk e d,  “no a pos t a t e s ,
a s  you  h ave  no  t r ai to r s?”

“No,” h e  s aid.   “In  t h e  fi rs t
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plac e,  no n e  w ho  h a s  lived  a m o n g  u s  could  e n d u r e  to
fall in to t h e  o r din a ry M a r ti al  life.  S eco n dly,
t h e  foun d a tions  of ou r  sim ple  c r e e d  a r e  so  cle ar,
so  c a p a ble  of b eing  m a d e  a p p a r e n t  to  eve ry on e,  t h a t
no n e  onc e  fa milia r  wi t h  t h e  evide n c e s  c a n  w ell c e a s e
to  b elieve  t h e m.”

H e r e  h e  p a u s e d,  a n d  I a sk e d,  “How is i t pos sible
t h a t  t h e  m e a n s  you  e m ploy to  p u nis h  t hos e  w ho  h ave
w ro n g e d  you  s ho uld  no t ,  in so m e  c a s e s  a t  lea s t ,  indic a t e
t h e  p e r son  w ho  h a s  e m ploye d  t h e m?”

“Bec a u s e ,” h e  s aid,  “ th e  m e a n s  of
ven g e a n c e  a r e  no t  co r po r e al; t h e  a g e ncy do e s  no t  in
t h e  lea s t  r e s e m ble  a ny wi th  w hic h  ou r  cou n t ry m e n,
o r  a p p a r e n tly you r  r a c e  on  E a r t h ,  a r e  a c q u ain t e d.  
A t r ai to r  would  b e  foun d  d e a d  wi th  no  sign  of s uffe rin g
o r  inju ry, a n d  t h e  p hysicia n  wo uld  p ro no u nc e  t h a t
h e  h a d  die d  of a po plexy o r  h e a r t  di se a s e .   A p e r s ec u tor,
o r  on e  w ho  h a d  u n p a r do n a bly w ro n g e d  a ny of t h e  Child r e n
of t h e  S t ar, mig h t  go  m a d,  mig h t  fling  hi m s elf fro m
a  p r e cipice,  mi g h t  b e  visi t e d  wi th  t h e  m os t  t e r rible
s e ri e s  of c al a mi ties,  a ll n a t u r al  in  t h ei r  c h a r a c t er,
all dis tinc tly t r a c e a ble  to  n a t u r al  c a us es ,  b u t  a s tonishing
a n d  eve n  a p p a r e n tly s u p e r n a t u r al  in  t h ei r  a cc u m ula tion,
a n d  oft e n  in t h ei r  im m e dia t e  a p p ro p ri a t e n e s s  to  t h e
c h a r a c t e r  of his  offenc e .   O ur  n eigh bo u r s  wo uld,
of cou r s e ,  d e s t roy t h e  ave n g er, if t h ey could  find
hi m  ou t—wo uld  a t t e m p t  to  ex t e r min a t e  ou r
socie ty, could  t h ey  p rove  it s  a g e ncy.”
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“But  s u r ely you r  cou n t ry m e n  m u s t  ei t h e r  disb elieve
in s uc h  a g e n cy, in w hich  c a s e  t h ey c a n  h a r dly fea r
you r  ven g e a n c e,  o r  t h ey m u s t  b elieve  it, a n d  t h e n
wo uld  d e e m  it jus t  a n d  n e c e s s a ry  to  r e t ali a t e .”

“No,” h e  s aid.   “They di sb elieve
in t h e  possibili ty w hile  t h ey a r e  forc e d  to  s e e  t h e
fac t.   I t  is impossible,  t h ey  wo uld  s ay, t h a t  a
m a n  s hould  b e  inju r e d  in min d  o r  body, r e p u t a tion
o r  e s t a t e ,  t h a t  t h e  forc es  of N a t u r e  o r  t h e  feelings
of m e n  s ho uld  b e  di r e c t e d  a g ain s t  hi m,  wi tho u t  t h e
in t e rve n tion  of a ny m a t e ri al a g e n t ,  by t h e  m e r e  will
of t hos e  w ho  t ak e  no  t r a c e a ble  m e a n s  to  give  t h a t  will
effec t.   At t h e  s a m e  ti m e,  t r a di tion  a n d  eve n
a u t h e n tic  his to ry r e co r d ,  w h a t  exp e rie nc e  confir m s,
t h a t  eve ry  on e  w ho  h a s  w ro n g e d  u s  d e e ply h a s  co m e
to  so m e  t e r rible,  a w e-s t riking  e n d.   E ac h  m a n  would
ridicule  h e a r tily a  n eigh bou r  w ho  s ho uld  all eg e  s uc h
a  g ro u n d  for  fea ring  to  inju r e  on e  of u s;  b u t  t h e r e
is no n e  w ho  is so  t r u e  to  his  ow n  u n b elief a s  to  do
t h a t  w hich,  in  eve ry  ins t a nc e ,  h a s  b e e n  followe d  by
sign al a n d  a wful dis a s t er.  Mo r eover, w e  do  by
visible  sy m bols  s u g g e s t  a  r el a tion  b e t w e e n  t h e  ven g e a n c e
a n d  t h e  c ri m e.   Ove r  t h e  h e a r t  of c ri min als  w ho
h ave  p aid  wi th  t h ei r  lives,  no  m a t t e r  by w h a t  im m e dia t e
a g e n cy, for  w ro n g  to  u s,  is foun d  af t e r  d e a t h  t h e
im a g e  of a  s m all blood-r e d  s t a r ;  t h e  only c a s e  in
w hich  a ny of ou r  s ac r e d  sym bols  a r e  expos e d  to  p rofa n e
eye s.”

“Su r ely,” I s aid,  “in t h e  cou r s e
of g e n e r a t ions ,  a n d  wit h  you r  n u m b e r s ,  you m u s t  b e
oft e n  w a tc h e d  a n d  t r a c e d;  a n d  so m e  on e  s py, on  on e
ou t  of a  million  occ a sions,  m u s t  h av e  foun d  a cc e s s
to  you r  m e e tin gs  a n d  h e a r d  a n d  s e e n  all t h a t  p a s s e d .”

“Ou r  m e e tin gs,” h e  s aid,  “a r e  h eld
w h e r e  no  h u m a n  eye  c a n  pos sibly s e e ,  no  h u m a n  e a r
h e a r  w h a t  p a s s e s .   The  Ch a m b e r s  m e e t  in a p a r t m e n t s
conc e ale d  wi t hin  t h e  d w ellings  of individu al m e m b e r s .  
Whe n  w e  m e e t  t h e  doo r s  a r e  g u a r d e d,  a n d  c a n  b e  p a s s e d
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only by  t hos e  w ho  give  a  toke n  a n d  a  p a s s wor d.  
And if t h e s e  co uld  b eco m e  know n  to  a n  e n e my, t h e  a p p e a r a nc e
of a  s t r a n g e r  would  lea d  to  q u e s tions  t h a t  would  a t
onc e  expos e  his  igno r a nc e  of ou r  sim ples t  s ec r e t s .  
H e  wo uld  le a r n  no t hin g,  a n d  would  n eve r  t ell his  s to ry
to  t h e  ou t e r  wo rld.” ...

Op e nin g  t h e  door, o r  r a t h e r  window, of his  p riva t e
c h a m b er, Es m o  di r ec t e d  ou r  eyes  to  a  po r t r ai t  s u nk
in t h e  w all, a n d  u s u ally conc e aled  by a  sc r e e n  w hich
fit t e d  exac tly t h e  level a n d  t h e  p a t t e r n s  of t h e  g e n e r al
s u rfac e.   I t  dis playe d,  in a  g r e e n  ves t u r e  no t
u nlike  his  ow n,  b u t  wi th  a  gold  rib bon  a n d  e m e r ald
sy m bol like  t h e  c ro ss  of a n  E u ro p e a n  knig h t hood  ove r
t h e  rig h t  s ho ulder, a  s p a r e  soldie rly for m,  wi th  t h e
m os t  s t r iking  cou n t e n a nc e  I h av e  ev e r  s e e n;  on e  w hic h,
onc e  s e e n ,  no n e  could  forg e t .   The  w hit e  long  h ai r
a n d  b e a r d ,  t h e  for m e r  r e a c hing  t h e  s ho uld e r s,  t h e
la t t e r  falling  to  t h e  b el t ,  w e r e  no t  only u nlike  t h e
fas hion  of t his  g e n e r a tion,  b u t  g ave  toke n s  of a g e
n eve r  disc e r n e d  in M a r s  for  t h e  las t  t h r e e  o r  fou r
t hous a n d  ye a r s .   The  for m,  t hou g h  e r ec t  a n d  eve n
s t a t ely, w a s  t h a t  of on e  w ho  h a d  fel t  t h e  long  sinc e
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a bolish e d  infir mity of a dva ncing  ye a r s .   The  cou n t e n a n c e
alon e  bo r e  no  m a r ks  of old  a g e .   I t  w a s  full, u n w rinkled,
fir m  in p hysical a s  in m o r al  c h a r a c t e r ;  c al m  in t h e
u n r e sis t e d  po w e r  of in t ellec t  a n d  will ove r  t h e  p a s sions,
s e r e n e  in a  dig ni ty too  a b solu t e  a n d  s elf-con t ain e d
for  p ride ,  b u t  exp r e s sin g  a  conscious n e s s  of co m m a n d
ove r  o t h e r s  a s  evid e n t  a s  t h e  u ncon scious,  effo r tl es s
co m m a n d  of s elf to  w hich  it ow e d  it s  s u p r e m e  a n d  s u blim e
q uie t u d e.   The  lips  w e r e  no t  s e t  a s  wi th  a  h a bi t
of r e s e rve  o r  s elf-r e s t r ain t ,  b u t  clos e  a n d  eve n  a s
in t h e  r e pos e  to  w hich  r e s t r ain t  h a d  n eve r  b e e n  n e c e s s a ry. 
The  fea t u r e s  w e r e  la r g e,  cle a rly d efine d,  a n d  p e rfec t
in  s h a p e ,  p ro po r tion,  a n d  ou tline.   The  b row  w a s
m a s sive  a n d  b ro a d,  b u t  s t r a n g ely s moot h  a n d  eve n;
t h e  h e a d  h a d  no  single  m a r k e d  d evelop m e n t  o r  d eficiency
t h a t  could  h ave  e nligh t e n e d  a  p h r e nologis t ,  a s  t h e
fac e  told  no  t al e  t h a t  a  p hysiogno mis t  could  r e a d .  
The  d a rk  d e e p  ey es  w e r e  u n e s c a p a ble; w hile  in p r e s e n c e
of t h e  po r t r ai t  you  could  no t  for  a  m o m e n t  avoid  o r
forg e t  t h ei r  living,  fixed,  di r ec t  look in to you r  ow n.  
Eve n  in t h e  p ain t e d  r e p r e s e n t a tion  of t h a t  g az e,  al mos t
too  c al m  in it s  a b solu t e  m a s t e ry  to  b e  c alled  s e a r c hing
o r  sc r u tinising,  ye t  s e e ming  to  look t h ro u g h  t h e  eyes
in to  t h e  soul, t h e r e  w a s  a n  al mos t  m e s m e ric  influe nc e;
a s  if, a c ro ss  t h e  a byss  of t e n  t ho us a n d  ye a r s ,  t h e
M a s t e r  could  s till co n t rol t h e  wills  a n d  d r a w  for t h
t h e  inn e r  t hou g h t s  of t h e  living,  a s  h e  h a d  do min a t e d
t h e  s pi ri t s  of t h ei r  r e m o t e s t  a n c e s to r s .

CHAPTER IX — MANNERS AND CUSTOMS.

N ext  m o r nin g  Es mo  a sk e d  m e  to  a c co m p a ny hi m  on  a  visi t
to  t h e  s e a po r t  I h ave  m e n tion e d.   In  t h e  cou r s e
of t his  jou r n ey I h a d  oppo r t u ni ti es  of le a r nin g  m a ny
t hin gs  r e s p e c ting  t h e  social a n d  p r a c tic al con di tions
of h u m a n  life  a n d  ind us t ry on  M a r s  t h a t  h a d  hi t h e r to
b e e n  u nk now n  to  m e ,  a n d  to  a p p r e ci a t e  t h e  e no r m o u s
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a dva nc e  in m a t e ri al  civilis a tion  w hich  h a s  a cco m p a nie d
w h a t  s e e m s  to  m e ,  a s  it  wo uld  p ro b a bly s e e m  to  a ny
o th e r  E a r t h-d w eller, a  t e r rible  m o r al  d e g e n e r a t ion.  
Mos t  of t h e s e  t hings  I lea r n e d  p a r tly fro m  my ow n
obs e rva tion,  p a r t ly fro m  t h e  expla n a tions  of my  co m p a nion;
so m e  exclusively fro m  w h a t  h e  told  m e .   We p a s s e d
a  ho us e  in p roc e s s  of b uilding,  a n d  h e r e  I lea r n e d
t h e  m a n n e r  in  w hich  t h e  wo n d e r s  of do m e s tic  a r c hi t ec t u r e ,
w hich  h a d  so  s u r p ri se d  m e  by t h ei r  p e rfec tion  a n d
b e a u ty, a r e  a cco m plish e d.   The  m a t e ri al e m ploye d
in all b uildings  is o riginally liquid,  o r  r a t h e r  viscous.  
In  t h e  fir s t  pl ac e ,  t h e  foun d a tion  is exc ava t e d  to
a  d e p t h  of t wo  o r  t h r e e  fee t ,  t h e  g ro u n d  b e a t e n  h a r d,
a n d  t h e  liquid  conc r e t e  po u r e d  in to  t h e  level t a nk
t h u s  for m e d.   Wh e n  t his  h a s  h a r d e n e d  s ufficien tly
to  a d mi t  of t h ei r  e r e c tion,  t hin  fr a m e s  of m e t al  a r e
e r e c t e d,  e nclosing  t h e  s p a c e s  to  b e  occu pie d  by  t h e
s eve r al  ou t e r  a n d  in t e rio r  w alls.

167



Page 106

The s e  s p a c e s  a r e  filled  wi th  t h e  co nc r e t e  a t  a  t e m p e r a t u r e
of a bo u t  8 0  d e g.   C. The  t r a c e ry a n d  t h e  b a s-r eliefs
imp r e s s e d  on  t h e  w alls  a r e  ob t ain e d  by m e a n s  of p a t t e r n s
e m boss e d  o r  m a r k e d  u po n  t hin n e r  s h e e t s  pl ac e d  inside
t h e  m e t allic fr a m e s.   The  h a r d e nin g  is effec t e d
p a r t ly by s u d d e n  cooling,  p a r tly by t h e  a p plica tion
of el ec t rici ty u n d e r  g r e a t  hyd r a ulic  p r e s s u r e .  
The  fla t  roof is cons t r uc t e d  in t h e  s a m e  m a n n er, t h e
w hole  m a s s,  w h e n  t h e  fluid conc r e t e  is solidified,
b ein g  si m ply on e  co n tin uous  s ton e ,  a s  h a r d  a n d  coh e sive
a s  g r a ni t e .   Wh e r e  a  fla t  r oof wo uld  b e  liable
to  give  w ay o r  b r e ak  fro m  its  ow n  w eigh t,  t h e  a r c h
o r  do m e  is e m ploye d  to  give  t h e  r e q ui r e d  s t r e n g t h,
a n d  cons e q u e n tly all t h e  la r g e s t  M a r ti al b uildings
a r e  co ns t r u c t e d  in  t h e  for m  of va ul ts  o r  do m e s.  
As r e g a r d s  t h e  for m  of t h e  b uilding,  individu al o r
p u blic t a s t e  is a b solu t ely fre e,  it  b eing  jus t  a s  e a sy
to  cons t r u c t  a  ci rc ul a r  o r  oc t a go n al  a s  a  r e c t a n g ula r
ho us e  o r  ch a m b e r;  b u t  t h e  la t t e r  for m  is al mos t  exclusively
e m ploye d  for  p riva t e  d w ellings.   The  jew el-like
lus t r e  a n d  b rilliancy I h av e  d e sc ribe d  a r e  given  to
t h e  s u rfac e s  of t h e  w alls  by t h e  sim ul t a n eo us  a c tion
of cold,  el ec t rici ty, a n d  p r e s s u r e ,  t h e  p rinciple  of
w hich  Es mo  could  no t  so  explain  a s  to  r e n d e r  it  in t elligible
to  m e .   Almos t  t h e  w hole  p hysical labou r  is don e
by m a c hin e ry, fro m  t h e  diggin g  a n d  mixing  of t h e  m a t e ri als
to  t h ei r  conveya nc e  a n d  d elive ry in to  t h e  plac e  p r e p a r e d
for  t h e m  by t h e  e r e c tion  of t h e  m e t allic fr a m e s,  a n d
fro m  t h e  e r e c tion  to  t h e  r e m oval of t h e  la t t er. 
The  t r a n sluc e n t  m a t e ri al  for  t h e  window s  I h ave  d e s c rib e d
is p r e p a r e d  by a  s e p a r a t e  p roc e s s,  a n d  in dis tinc t
fac to rie s,  a n d,  r e a dy h a r d e n e d  a n d  c u t  in to  s h e e t s
of t h e  r e q ui r e d  size,  is b ro u g h t  to  t h e  b uilding  a n d
fixed  in it s  pl ac e  by  m a c hin e ry.  I t  c a n  b e  tin t e d
to  t h e  t a s t e  of t h e  p u r c h a s e r;  b u t ,  a s  a  r ul e,  a  tin tl e s s
c rys t al  is p r ef e r r e d.   The  e n ti r e  wo rk  of b uilding
a  la rg e  ho us e ,  fro m  t h e  foun d a tion  to  t h e  finishing
a n d  r e moval of t h e  m e t allic fr a m e s,  occu pies  fro m  h alf-a-doze n
to  eigh t e e n  wo rk m e n  fro m  fou r  to  eig h t  d ays.  
This, like  m o s t  o t h e r  labo u r  in M a r s ,  go e s  on  con tin uously;
t h e  el ec t ric  la m p s,  r ais e d  to  a  g r e a t  h eig h t  on  hollow
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m e t allic poles,  affo rdin g  by nigh t  a  ve ry s ufficien t
s u b s ti t u t e  for  t h e  ligh t  of t h e  s u n.   All wo rk
is do n e  by t h r e e  r el ays  of a r ti s a n s;  t h e  fir s t  s e t
wo rking  fro m  noon  till eve nin g,  t h e  n ex t  fro m  eve nin g
till m o r ning,  a n d  t h e  t hi rd  fro m  m o r ning  to  noon.  
The  M a r ti al d ay, w hich  consis t s  of a bo u t  t w e n ty-fou r
ho u r s  for ty mi n u t e s  of ou r  ti m e,  is divide d  in a  so m e w h a t
p ec ulia r  m a n n er.  The  t wo-ho u r  p e riods,  of w hich
“m e a n” s u n ris e  a n d  s u n s e t  a r e  s eve r ally
t h e  mid dle  poin t s,  a r e  r e s p e c tively c alled  t h e  m o r nin g
a n d  eve ning  z y da u .  Two p e riods  of t h e
s a m e  leng t h  b efo r e  a n d  af t e r  noo n  a n d  mid nigh t  a r e
dis ting uish e d  a s  t h e  fi rs t  a n d  s eco n d  d a rk,  t h e  fir s t
a n d  s eco n d  mid-d ay zyd a.   The r e  r e m ain  fou r  in t e rvals
of t h r e e  ho u r s  e a c h,  pop ula rly d e sc rib e d  a s  t h e  sle e ping,
w aking,  af t e r-s u n ri s e,  a n d  for e-s u n s e t  zyda  r e s p e c tively. 
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This  is t h e  po p ula r  r eckoning,  a n d  t h a t  m a r k e d  u po n
t h e  ins t r u m e n t s  w hich  r e co r d  ti m e  for  o r din a ry  p u r pos e s ,
a n d  by t h e s e  t h e  m e als  a n d  o th e r  indu s t ri al  a n d  do m e s tic
e poc hs  a r e  fixed.   Bu t  for  p u r pos e s  of ex ac t  c alc ul a tion,
t h e  d ay, b e ginning  a n  ho u r  b efor e  m e a n  s u n ris e,  is
dis t rib u t e d  in to  tw elve  p e riods,  o r  a n toi, of a  lit tl e
m o r e  t h a n  t wo  t e r r e s t ri al ho u r s  e ac h.   The s e  a g ain
a r e  s u b divide d  by t w elve  in to  p e riods  of a  li t tl e  m o r e
t h a n  1 0 m.,  5 0s .,  2-1/2 s.,  a n d  5/24s  r e s p e c tively;
b u t  of t h e s e  t h e  s e con d  a n d  las t  a r e  alon e  e m ploye d
in co m m o n  s p e e c h.   The  u nifor m  e m ploy m e n t  of tw elve
a s  t h e  diviso r  a n d  m ul tiplie r  in t a bl es  of w eigh t ,
dis t a n c e ,  tim e,  a n d  s p ac e ,  a s  w ell a s  in a r i t h m e tical
no t a tion,  h a s  all t h e  conve nie nc e s  of t h e  d e cim al
sys t e m  of F r a nc e,  a n d  so m e  ot h e r s  b e sid es  d u e  to  t h e
g r e a t e r  conve nie nc e  of t w elve  a s  a  b a s e .   Bu t  a s
r e g a r d s  t h e  la r g e r  divisions  of tim e,  t h e  M a r ti als
a r e  pl ac e d  a t  a  g r e a t  dis a dva n t a g e  by  t h e  a b s e n c e
of a ny s uc h  in t e r m e dia t e  divisions  a s  t h e  Moon  h a s
s u g g e s t e d  to  Ter r e s t ri als.   The  r evolu tions  of
t h e  s a t elli t e s  a r e  too  r a pid  a n d  t h ei r  p e riods  too
b ri ef to  b e  of s e rvice  in dividing  t h ei r  ye a r  of 6 6 8-2/3
sola r  d ays.   M a r ti al civilisa tion  h aving  t ak e n
its  r i s e  wi t hin  t h e  t r opics—ind e e d  t h e  e q u a to ri al
con tin e n t s,  w hich  only h e r e  a n d  t h e r e  ex t e n d  fa r  in to
t h e  t e m p e r a t e  zon e,  a n d  t wo  mino r  con tin e n t s  in t h e
so u t h e r n  oc e a n,  a r e  t h e  only w ell-p eo ple d  po r tions
of t h e  pla n e t—t h e  d e m a r c a tion  of t h e  s e a sons
affor d e d  by t h e  sols tice s  h ave  b e e n  co m p a r a tively
dis r e g a r d e d.   The  ye a r  is divide d  in to win t e r
a n d  s u m m er, e a c h  b e gin nin g  wi t h  t h e  E q uinox, a n d  di s ting uis h e d
a s  t h e  N o r t h  a n d  Sou t h  s u m m e r  r e s p e c tively.  Bu t
t h e s e  b eing  exc e e din gly diffe r e n t  in d u r a tion—t h e
N o r t h e r n  h alf of t h e  pl a n e t  h aving  a  s u m m e r  exc e e ding
by s eve n ty-six d ays  t h a t  of t h e  Sou t h e r n  h e mis p h e r e—a r e
of no  u s e  a s  a cc u r a t e  divisions  of ti m e.   Time
is r ecko n e d,  a cco r din gly, fro m  t h e  fir s t  d ay  of t h e
ye a r;  t h e  6 6 9 t h  d ay b ein g  inco m ple t e ,  a n d  t h e  n e w
ye a r  b e gin nin g  a t  t h e  m o m e n t  of t h e  E q uinox wit h  t h e
0 t h  d ay.  In  r e m o t e  a g e s  t h e  laps e  of ti m e  w a s
m a r k e d  by fes tivals  a n d  holidays  occu r ring  a t  fixed
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p e riods;  b u t  t h e  p rinciple  of u tili ty h a s  long  sinc e
a bolish e d  all a n nive r s a ri e s,  exc e p t  t hos e  fixed  by
N a t u r e ,  a n d  t h e s e  p a s s  wi thou t  p u blic obs e rva nc e  a n d
al mos t  wi tho u t  no tice.

The  clim a t e  is co m p a r a tively e q u a ble  in t h e  No r t h e r n
h e mis p h e r e ,  t h e  s u m m e r  of t h e  So u t h  b ein g  ho t t e r  a n d
t h e  win t e r  colder, a s  t h e  pl a n e t  is m u c h  n e a r e r  t h e
S u n  d u ring  t h e  for m er.  On  a n  av e r a g e,  t h e  sola r
disc  s e e m s  a bo u t  h alf a s  la rg e  a s  to  eye s  on  E a r t h;
b u t  t h e  co n tin e n t s  lying  in  a  b el t  a ro u n d  t h e  mi d dle
of t h e  pla n e t ,  n e a rly t h e  w hole  of i ts  po p ula tion
e njoy t h e  a dv a n t a g e s  of t ro pical r e g ul a ri ty.  The r e
a r e  t wo  b ri ef r ainy s e a so ns  on  t h e  E q u a to r  a n d  in
its  n eigh bo u r hood,  a n d  on e  a t  e a c h  of t h e  t ropics.  
Ou t side  t h e s e  t h e  cold  of win t e r  is a g g r av a t e d  by
clou d  a n d  mis t .   The  b a ro m e t e r  r e co r d s  fro m  2 0
inch es  to  2 1  inc h e s  a t  t h e  s e a-level.  S to r m s
a r e  sligh t ,  b ri ef, a n d  inf r e q u e n t;  t h e  tide s  a r e  insignifica n t;
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a n d  s e a-voya g e s  w e r e  s afe  a n d  e a sy  eve n  b efor e  M a r ti al
ing e n ui ty d evis ed  vess els  w hic h  a r e  al mos t  ind e p e n d e n t
of w e a t h er.  During  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  of t h e  yea r
a  cle a r  sky fro m  t h e  m o r nin g  to  t h e  ev e ning  zyda  m ay
b e  r e cko n e d  u po n  wi th  al mos t  a b solu t e  confide nc e.  
A h e avy d ew, t ho rou g hly w a t e ring  t h e  w hole  s u rf ac e ,
r e n d e rin g  t h e  r a ri ty of r ain  no  inconve nie nc e  to  a g ricul tu r e ,
falls  d u rin g  t h e  e a rli e r  ho u r s  of t h e  nigh t ,  w hich
n eve r t h el e s s  r e m ains  cloudy; w hile  t h e  p e riods  of
s u n s e t  a n d  s u n ri s e  a r e ,  a s  I h ave  al r e a dy s aid,  m a r k e d
al mos t  inva ri a bly by  d e n s e  mis t,  ex t e n din g  fro m  on e
to  fou r  t hou s a n d  fee t  a bove  t h e  s e a-level, a cco r ding
to  la ti t u d e  a n d  s e a son.   F ro m  t h e  dis sip a tion
of t h e  m o r ning  to  t h e  fall of t h e  eve nin g  mis t,  t h e
t ropical t e m p e r a t u r e  r a n g e s ,  a cco r din g  to  t h e  tim e
of t h e  d ay a n d  year, fro m  2 4  d e g.  to  3 5  d e g.  
C. A ve ry s u d d e n  c h a n g e  t ak e s  pl ac e  a t  s u n s e t .  
Exce p t  wi thin  2 8  d e g.  of t h e  E q u a tor, nigh t  fros t s
p r ev ail d u rin g  no  s m all p a r t  of t h e  ye ar.  Fin e
nig h t s  a r e  a t  a ll tim e s  chilly, a n d  m e n  e m ploye d  ou t
of doo r s  fro m  t h e  fall of t h e  eve nin g  to  t h e  disp e r s al
of t h e  m o r ning  mis t s  r ely on  a n  u n u s u ally w a r m  u n d e r-d r e s s
of sof t  le a t h er, a s  flexible  a s  kid,  b u t  t hicker, w hich
is s aid  to  ke e p  in t h e  w a r m t h  of t h e  bo dy fa r  b e t t e r
t h a n  a ny wove n  m a t e r ial.  Wom e n  w ho,  fro m  w h a t eve r
r e a son,  ven t u r e  ou t  a t  nigh t ,  w e a r  t h e  w a r m e s t  cloaks
t h ey c a n  p roc u r e .   Thos e  of limit e d  m e a n s  w e a r
a  loos ely wove n  h ai r  o r  woollen  ove r-ro b e  in lieu
of t h ei r  u s u al  ou t doo r  g a r m e n t ,  r e s e m bling  t uf t e d
co t ton.   Thos e  w ho  c a n  affo rd  t h e m  s u b s ti t u t e
for  t h e  e nvelop e  of do w n,  d e sc rib e d  a  w hile  b ack,  w a r m
skin  o r  fu r  ove r g a r m e n t s ,  ob t ain e d  fro m  t h e  s u b-a r c tic
land s  a n d  s e a s ,  a n d  fu rnish e d  so m e ti m e s  by  a  c r e a t u r e
no t  ve ry u nlike  ou r  Pola r  b e ar, b u t  p a s sing  h alf his
ti m e  in t h e  w a t e r  a n d  living  on  fish; so m e ti m e s  by
a  m a m m al  m o r e  r e s e m bling  so m e t hing  in t e r m e di a t e  b e t w e e n
t h e  m a m m ot h  a n d  t h e  w al r u s,  wi t h  t h e  h a bi t s  of t h e
hip popot a m u s  a n d  a  fu r  no t  u nlike  t h e  s e alskin  so
m u c h  affec t e d  in E u ro p e.

Ou t side  t h e  ci ty, a t  a  di s t a nc e  p ro t ec ting  it fro m
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a ny u n ple a s a n t  vapou r s ,  w hich  b e sid es  w e r e  c a r ri e d
u p  m e t allic t u b e s  of e no r m o u s  h eigh t ,  w e r e  s eve r al
fac to rie s  of g r e a t  ex t e n t ,  so m e  ch e mic al, so m e  t extile,
o th e r s  r e d u cin g  fro m  t h ei r  o r e s ,  p u rifying,  forging,
a n d  p rod ucin g  in b ulk a n d  for m s  conve nie n t  for  t h ei r
va rious  u s e s,  t h e  n u m e ro us  m e t als  e m ployed  in M a r s .  
The  m o s t  im po r t a n t  of t h e s e—zorin ta—is
ob t ain e d  fro m  a  t e n a cious  soil m u c h  r e s e m bling  ou r
ow n  clay. [12] I t  is fa r  ligh t e r  t h a n  tin,  h a s  t h e
colou r  a n d  lus t r e  of silver, a n d  n eve r  t a r nis h es ,
t h e  only r u s t  p ro d uc e d  by oxida tion  of it s  s u rfac e
b ein g  a  w hi t e  loos e  pow d er, w hich  c a n  b e  b r u s h e d  o r
s h ak e n  off wi t ho u t  difficul ty.  Of t his  n e a rly
all M a r ti al u t e n sils  a n d  fu rni tu r e  a r e  cons t r uc t e d;
a n d  it s  s u s c e p tibili ty to  t h e  el ec t ric  c u r r e n t  r e n d e r s
it  e s p e ci ally u s eful for  m e c h a nic al p u r pos e s,  el ec t ricity
s u p plying  t h e  c hi ef if no t  t h e  sole  m o tive-pow e r  e m ploye d
in M a r ti al  ind us t ry.  The  la r g es t  fac to ri e s,  ho w ever,
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e m ploy b u t  a  few h a n d s,  t h e  m a c hin e ry b ein g  so  p e rf ec t
a s  to  p e rfo r m,  wi th  ve ry lit tle  in t e r posi tion  fro m
h u m a n  h a n d s,  t h e  w hole  wo rk,  fro m  t h e  fir s t  p u rifica tion
to  t h e  final a r r a n g e m e n t .   I s a w  a  m a s s  of o r e
a s  d u g  ou t  fro m  t h e  g ro u n d  p u t  in to  on e  e n d  of a  long
s e ri e s  of m a c hin e s,  w hich  c a m e  ou t ,  wi t ho u t  t h e  sligh t e s t
m a n u al  a s si s t a n c e ,  a t  t h e  clos e  of a  cou r s e  of op e r a tions
so  di r ec t e d  a s  to  b ring  it  b a ck  to  ou r  fee t,  in t h e
for m  of a  t hin  s h e e t  of lus t ro us  m e t al.  In  a no t h e r
fac to ry a  m a s s  of d ry  veg e t a ble  fib r e  w a s  si mila rly
t r a n sfo r m e d  by m a c hin e ry alon e  in to a  b ale  of won d e rfully
ligh t  wove n  d r a p e ry  r e s e m bling  s a tin  in lus t r e ,  m u slin
o r  g a uz e  in t ext u r e .

The  s t r e e t s  w e r e  w h a t ,  eve n  in t h e  fines t  a n d  la t e s t-b uil t
Ame rica n  ci ties,  would  b e  t hou g h t  m a g nifice n t  in size
a n d  a d mi r a ble  in cons t r uc tion.   The  ro a d w ay w a s
for m e d  of t h a t  co nc r e t e ,  h a r d e r  t h a n  g r a ni t e ,  w hich
is t h e  sole  m a t e ri al  e m ployed  in M a r ti al b uilding,
a n d  w hich,  a s  I h ave  s how n,  c a n  t ak e  ev e ry for m  a n d
t ext u r e ,  fro m  t h a t  of jew els  o r  of t h e  fine s t  m a r ble
to  t h a t  of pl ain  polish e d  sl a t e .   Along  e a c h  sid e
r a n  av e n u e s  of m a g nifice n t  t r e e s ,  w hos e  b r a n c h e s  m e t
a t  a  h eig h t  of t hi r ty fee t  ove r  t h e  ce n t r e .   Be t w e e n
t h e s e  a n d  t h e  ho us e s  w a s  a  s p a c e  r e s e rve d  for  t h e
p a s s a g e  of ligh t  c a r ri a g e s  exclusively.  The  ho us es ,
u nlike  t hos e  in t h e  cou n t ry, w e r e  fro m  t wo  to  fou r
s to rie s  in  h eigh t .

All p riva t e  d w ellings,  how ever, w e r e  b uil t,  a s  in
t h e  cou n t ry, a ro u n d  a  s q u a r e  in t e rio r  g a r d e n,  a n d
t h e  win dow s,  exc e p t  t hos e  of t h e  fron t  roo m s  e m ploye d
for  b u sine s s  p u r pos e s ,  looke d  ou t  u po n  t his.   The
s p ac e  occ u pie d,  ho w ever, w a s  of cou r s e  m u c h  s m alle r
t h a n  w h e r e  g ro u n d  w a s  les s  p r e cious,  few d w ellings
h aving  fou r  c h a m b e r s  on  t h e  s a m e  floor  a n d  fron t .  
The  footw ay r a n  on  t h e  level of w h a t  w e  c all t h e  fir s t
s to ry, ove r  a  p a r t  of t h e  roof of t h e  g ro u n d  floor;
a n d  t h e  b usin e ss  a p a r t m e n t s  w e r e  alw ays  t h e  fron t
c h a m b e r s  of t h e  for m er, w hile  t h e  s to r e s  of t h e  m e r c h a n t s
w e r e  collec t e d  in a  single  w a r e ho us e  occu pying  t h e
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w hole  of t h e  g ro u n d  fron t .   No  a t t e m p t  w a s  m a d e
to  exhibi t  t h e m  a s  on  E a r t h.   I e n t e r e d  wi t h  my
hos t  a  n u m b e r  of w h a t  w e  s ho uld  c all s ho ps.   In
eve ry c a s e  h e  n a m e d  exac tly t h e  a r ticle  h e  w a n t e d ,
a n d  it  w a s  ei t h e r  p ro d uc e d  a t  onc e  o r  h e  w a s  told
t h a t  it w a s  no t  to  b e  h a d  t h e r e ,  a  t hin g  w hich,  how ever,
s eldo m  h a p p e n e d.   The  t r a d e r s  a r e  few in n u m b er. 
On e  o r  t wo  fir m s  e n g a g e d  in a  single  b r a n c h  of co m m e r c e
do  t h e  w hole  b u sin e ss  of a n  ext e n sive  p rovinc e.  
For  ins t a nc e ,  all t h e  t extile  fab rics  on  s ale  in  t h e
p rovinc e  w e r e  to  b e  s e e n  in on e  o r  o t h e r  of two  w a r e ho u s e s;
all m e t als  in s h e e t s,  blocks,  a n d  wi r e s  in  a no t h e r;
in  a  t hi rd  all finish e d  m e t al-wo rk,  exc e p t  w ri ting
m a t e ri als;  a ll w ri ting,  p ho no g r a p hic, a n d  t el eg r a p hic
conve nie nc e s  in a  fou r t h;  all fu r s,  fea t h e r s ,  a n d
fab rics  m a d e  fro m  t h es e  in a  fifth.   The  t r a d e s m a n
s ells  on  co m mission,  a s  w e  s ay, r e c eiving  t h e  goods
fro m  t h e  m a n ufac t u r er, t h e  fa r m er, o r  t h e  S t a t e ,  a n d
p aying  only for  w h a t  a r e  sold  a t  t h e  e n d  of e a c h  ye ar,
r e s e rving  to  hi m s elf on e-tw e n ty-fou r t h  of t h e  p rice.  
P rice s,  ho w ever, do  no t  va ry fro m  ye a r  to  year, s ave
w h e n,  on  r a r e  occ a sions,  a n  a dve r s e  s e a so n  o r  a  s p ecial
a c cide n t  affec t s  t h e  s u p ply a n d  cons e q u e n tly t h e  p rice
of a ny n a t u r al  p ro d uc t—choice  frui t ,  skins,
silver, for  ins t a nc e—obt ain e d  only fro m
so m e  p e c ulia rly favou r e d  locali ty.
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The  m o n e t a ry  sys t e m,  like  so  m a ny  ot h e r  M a r ti al ins ti t u tions,
is p u r ely a r tificial a n d  s eve r ely logical.  I t
is h eld  t h a t  t h e  exch a n g e  valu e  of a ny a r ticle  of
m a n ufac t u r e  o r  a g ric ul t u r al  p rod uc e  t e n d s  s t e a dily
dow n w a r d s,  w hile  a ny a r ticle  ob t ain e d  by mi nin g  labour,
o r  s u p plied  by n a t u r e  alon e,  t e n d s  to  b eco m e  m o r e
a n d  m o r e  cos tly.  The  u s e  of a ny on e  a r ticle  of
ei t h e r  cla s s  a s  a  m e a s u r e  of valu e  t e n d s  in t h e  long-r u n
to  injus tice  ei t h e r  tow a r d s  c r e di to r s  o r  d e b to r s.  
Labou r  m ay  b e  conside r e d  a s  t h e  m o s t  cons t a n t  in in t rin sic
value  of all t hing s  c a p a ble  of s al e  o r  b a r t e r ;  b u t
t h e  u t mos t  inge n ui ty of M a r ti al p hilosop h e r s  h a s  failed
to  d evis e  a  fixed  s t a n d a r d  by w hich  on e  kind  of labou r
c a n  b e  m e a s u r e d  a g ain s t  a no t h er, a n d  t h ei r  r e s p e c tive
p ro d uc tive  forc e,  a n d  cons e q u e n tly t h ei r  valu e  in  exch a n g e ,
a s c e r t ain e d.   On e  t hing  alon e  r e t ains  in t h ei r
opinion  a n  in t rin sic  valu e  alw ays  t h e  s a m e,  a n d  if
it  inc r e a s e  in valu e,  inc r e a s e s  only in  p ro po r tion
a s  all p rod uc e  is ob t ain e d  in g r e a t e r  q u a n ti ti es  o r
wi th  g r e a t e r  facili ty.  Lan d,  t h e r efo r e ,  is in
t h ei r  e s ti m a tion  t h eo r e tically t h e  b e s t  availabl e
m e a s u r e  of valu e—a  do g m a  w hich  h a s  m o r e
p r a c tic al t r u t h  in a  pl a n e t  w h e r e  pop ula tion  is eve nly
diffus e d  a n d  inc r e a s e s  ve ry slowly, if a t  all, t h a n
it  mig h t  h av e  in t h e  d e n s ely b u t  u n ev e nly p eo ple d
cou n t rie s  of E u rop e  o r  Asia.  A s tal ta ,
o r  s q u a r e  of a bo u t  fifty ya r ds  (r a t h e r  m o r e  t h a n  h alf
a n  a c r e), is t h e  p ri m a ry s t a n d a r d  u ni t  of valu e.  
For  p u r pos e s  of c u r r e n cy t hi s  is r e p r e s e n t e d  by  a
s m all e n g r av e d  doc u m e n t  b e a ring  t h e  Gove r n m e n t  s t a m p,
w hich  c a n  alw ays  a t  pl e a s u r e  b e  exch a n g e d  for  so  m u c h
land  in a  p a r ticula r  si t u a tion.   The  r e gion  w hos e
soil is c hos e n  a s  t h e  s t a n d a r d  lies  u n d e r  t h e  E q u a tor,
a n d  t h e  S t a t e  pos s e s s e s  t h e r e  so m e  h u n d r e d s  of s q u a r e
miles,  le t  ou t  on  t e r m s  t hou g h t  to  e n s u r e  it s  excellen t
c ul tiva tion  a n d  t h e  p e r m a n e n c e  of it s  con di tion.  
The  im m e dia t e  conve r tibili ty of e a c h  s uc h  doc u m e n t ,
e n g r av e n  on  a  s m all piec e  of m e t al a bo u t  two  inch es
long  by on e  in b r e a d t h,  a n d  t h e  for ti e t h  p a r t  of a n
inch  in t hickn e ss ,  is t h e  ul tim a t e  c a u s e  a n d  p e r m a n e n t
g u a r a n t e e  of i t s  valu e.   La r g e  p ay m e n t s,  m o r eover,

176



h ave  to  b e  m a d e  to  t h e  S t a t e  by  t hos e  w ho  r e n t  its
land s  o r  p u rc h a s e  t h e  va rious  a r ticle s  of w hich  it
pos s e ss e s  a  m o no poly; or, a g ain,  in r e t u r n  for  t h e
s e rvices  it  u n d e r t ak es ,  a s  ligh ting  ro a d s  a n d  s u p plying
w a t e r  to  dis t ric t s  d e p e n d e n t  on  a  dis t a n t  sou rc e.  
Gre a t  c a r e  is t ak e n  to  ke e p  t h e  iss u e  of t h e s e  no t e s
wi thin  s afe  limit s;  a n d  a s  a  m a t t e r  of fac t  t h ey  a r e
r a t h e r  m o r e  valua ble  t h a n  t h e  lan d  t h ey r e p r e s e n t ,
a n d  a r e  in cons e q u e n c e  s eldo m  p r e s e n t e d  for  r e d e m p tion
t h e r ein.   To p rovide  a g ain s t  t h e  possibili ty of
s uc h  a n  ove r-iss u e  a s  mig h t  exh a u s t  t h e  a r e a  of s t a n d a r d
land  a t  co m m a n d  of t h e  S t a t e ,  i t is e n a c t e d  t h a t ,
failing  t his, t h e  holde r  m ay  s elec t  hi s  po r tion  of
S t a t e  do m ain  w h e r ev e r  h e  pl e a s e s ,  a t  t w elve  ye a r s’
p u rc h a s e  of t h e  r e n t al; b u t  in  poin t  of fac t  t h e s e
p rovisions  a r e  t h eo r e tically r a t h e r  t h a n  p r a c tically
impor t a n t ,  sinc e  no t  on e  no t e  in a  h u n d r e d  is eve r
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r e d e e m e d  o r  p aid  off.  The  “sq u a r e  m e a s u r e ,”
u po n  w hich  t h e  coina g e,  if I m ay so  c all it  is b a s e d ,
following  ex ac tly t h e  m e a s u r e  of leng t h,  e a c h  la rg e r
a r e a  in  t h e  a s c e n din g  sc ale  r e p r e s e n t s  1 4 4  tim e s  t h a t
b elow it.   Thus  t h e  s t yly  b eing  a  lit tl e
m o r e  t h a n  a  foot, t h e  s t e ely  is a bo u t  1 3  fee t ,
o r  on e-t w elfth  of t h e  s taly ; b u t  t h e  s t e el ta
(o r  s q u a r e  s t e ely) is 1/14 4 t h  p a r t  of t h e  s tal ta . 
The  s tol ta , a g ain,  is a bo u t  6 0 0  ya r ds  s q u a r e ,
o r  3 6 0,00 0  s q u a r e  ya r d s,  1 4 4  tim e s  t h e  s tal ta . 
The  high e s t  no t e,  so  to  s p e a k,  in ci rc ula tion  r e p r e s e n t s
t his  las t  a r e a;  b u t  all c alcula tions  a r e  m a d e  in s tal tau ,
o r  t w elf ths  t h e r eof.  The  s tal ta  will p u r c h a s e
a bo u t  six ou nc e s  of gold.   N o t e s  a r e  issu e d  for
t h e  t hi rd,  fou r t h,  a n d  t w elfth  p a r t s  of t his: 
values  s m alle r  t h a n  t h e  la t t e r  a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  by  a
tok e n  coina g e  of s q u a r e  m e d als  co m pos e d  of a n  alloy
in w hich  gold  a n d  silve r  r e s p e c tively a r e  t h e  p rincipal
el e m e n t s .   The  lowes t  coin  is wo r t h  a bo u t  t h r e e p e nc e
of E n glish  m o n ey.

S top pin g  a t  t h e  la r g e s t  p u blic  b uilding  in t h e  ci ty,
a  c e n t r al  h ex a go n  wit h  a  n u m b e r  of s m alle r  h exa gons
ri sing  a ro u n d  it,  w e  e n t e r e d  on e  of t h e  la t t er, e a c h
side  of w hich  mig h t  b e  so m e  3 0  fee t  in  len g t h  a n d  1 5
in h eig h t .   H e r e  w e r e  r a n g e d  a  la rg e  n u m b e r  of
ins t r u m e n t s  on  t h e  p rinciple  of t h e  voice-w ri t er,
b u t  conveying  t h e  sou n d  to  a  vas t  dis t a nc e  alon g  el ec t ric
wi r e s  in to  on e  w hich  r eve r s e s  t h e  voice-r e co r ding
p roc e s s,  a n d  r e p e a t s  t h e  vocal so u n d  its elf.  Throu g h
on e  of t h e s e,  af t e r  exc h a n ging  a  few wo r d s  wi t h  on e
of t h e  officials  in c h a r g e  of t h e m,  Es mo  c a r ri ed  on
a  conve r s a tion  of so m e  len g t h ,  t h e  ins t r u m e n t  b ein g
so  a r r a n g e d  t h a t  w hile  t h e  m o u t h  is a p plied  to  on e
t u b e  a no t h e r  m ay  b e  h eld  to  t h e  e a r  to  r e c eive  t h e
r e ply.  In  t h e  m e a n ti m e  I fell in  wi th  on e  of
t h e  office r s ,  a p p a r e n tly ve ry youn g,  w ho  w a s  s t ro n gly
in t e r e s t e d  a t  t h e  sig h t  of t h e  m u c h-c a nv as s e d  s t r a n g er,
a n d,  p e r h a p s  on  t hi s  a ccou n t ,  fa r  m o r e  obliging  t h a n
is co m m o n  a m o n g  his  cou n t ry m e n.   F ro m  hi m  I lea r n t
t h a t  t hi s, wi th  a no t h e r  m e t ho d  I will p r e s e n tly d e s c ribe ,
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is t h e  sole  m e a n s  of dis t a n t  co m m u nic a tion  e m ployed
in M a r s .   Thos e  w ho  h av e  no t  leisu r e  o r  do  no t
c a r e  to  visi t  on e  of t h e  office s,  n eve r  m o r e  t h a n  t w elve-miles
dis t a n t  fro m  on e  a no t h er, in w hich  t h e  p u blic  ins t r u m e n t s
a r e  k e p t ,  c a n  h av e  a  wi r e  conveye d  to  t h ei r  ow n  ho u s e .  
Almos t  ev e ry ho us e  of a ny p r e t e n sion  pos s e s s e s  s uc h
a  wi r e .   Le a ding  m e  in to  t h e  n ex t  a p a r t m e n t ,  my
frien d  poin t e d  ou t  a n  im m e n s e  n u m b e r  of ins t r u m e n t s
of a  box-like  s h a p e,  wit h  a  sli t  in  w hich  a  leaf of
a bo u t  fou r  inch es  by  t wo  w a s  pl ac e d.   The s e  w e r e
con s t a n tly ejec t e d  a n d  on  t h e  ins t a n t  m e c h a nic ally
r e plac e d.   The  fallen  leaves  w e r e  collec t e d  a n d
so r t e d  by t h e  office r s  p r e s e n t ,  a n d  a t  onc e  pl ac e d
in on e  o r  o t h e r  of a no t h e r  s e t  of exac tly simila r
ins t r u m e n t s.   Any on e  pos s e s sin g  a  p riva t e  wi r e
c a n  w ri t e  a t  hi s  ow n  d e sk  in t h e  m a n u al  c h a r a c t e r
a  le t t e r  o r  m e s s a g e  on  on e  of t h e s e  slips.   Placing
it  in his  ow n  ins t r u m e n t ,  it  a t  onc e  r e p ro d uc e s  it s elf
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exa c tly in hi s  a u to g r a p h,  a n d  wi th  eve ry  p e c ulia ri ty,
blo t,  o r  e r a s u r e ,  a t  t h e  n e a r e s t  office.   H e r e
t h e  copy is pl ac e d  in t h e  p ro p e r  box, a n d  a t  onc e
r e p ro d u c e d  in t h e  office  n e a r e s t  t h e  r e side n c e  of t h e
p e r so n  to  w ho m  it is a d d r e s s e d ,  a n d  forw a r d e d  in t h e
s a m e  m a n n e r  to  hi m.   A le t t er, t h e r efo r e,  cove ring
on e  of t h e s e  slips,  a n d  s aying  a s  m u c h  a s  w e  could
w ri t e  in  a n  av e r a g e  h a n d  u po n  a  la rg e  s h e e t  of le t t e r-p a p er,
is d elive r e d  wi thin  five min u t e s  a t  m os t  fro m  t h e  ti m e
of d e s p a t c h,  no  m a t t e r  ho w  g r e a t  t h e  dis t a nc e .

I r e m a rk e d  t h a t  t his  m e t ho d  of co m m u nic a tion  m a d e
p rivacy impossible.

“But,” r e plie d  t h e  official, “how
could  w e  pos sibly h ave  tim e  to  indulg e  in c u riosi ty? 
We h ave  to  so r t  h u n d r e d s  of t h e s e  p a p e r s  in a n  ho ur. 
We h ave  jus t  ti m e  to  look a t  t h e  a d d r e s s ,  pl ac e  t h e m
in t h e  p ro p e r  box, a n d  to uc h  t h e  s p ring  w hic h  s e t s
t h e  el ec t ric  c u r r e n t  a t  wo rk.   If s ec r ecy w e r e
n e e d e d  a  ciph e r  wo uld  e a sily s ec u r e  i t, for  you  will
obs e rve  t h a t  by t his  t ele g r a p h  w h a t eve r  is insc ribe d
on  t h e  s h e e t  is m e c h a nic ally r e p ro d uc e d;  a n d  it  would
b e  a s  e a sy  to  s e n d  a  pic t u r e  a s  a  m e s s a g e.”

I le a r n t  t h a t  a  pos t  of m a rv ellous  p e rfec tion  h a d,
so m e  t hou s a n d  ye a r s  a go,  d elive r e d  le t t e r s  all ove r
M a r s ,  b u t  i t w a s  now  e m ploye d  only for  t h e  d elive ry
of p a r c els.   Pe r h a p s  h alf t h e  co m m e r c e  of M a r s ,
exc e p t  t h a t  in  m e t als  a n d  a g ric ul t u r al p ro d uc e,  d e p e n d s
on  t hi s  pos t.   P u rc h a s e r s  of s t a n d a r d  a r ticle s
d e sc rib e  by t h e  t ele g r a p h-le t t e r  to  a  t r a d e s m a n  t h e
exa c t  a m o u n t  a n d  p a t t e r n  of t h e  goods  r e q ui r e d,  a n d
t h e s e  a r e  d e s p a tc h e d  a t  onc e;  a  sys t e m  of b a nkin g,
ve ry co m ple t ely o rg a nis e d,  e n a bling  t h e  b uye r  to  p ay
a t  onc e  by  a  t ele g r a p hic  o rd er.

Whe n  Es mo  h a d  finish e d  his  b u sin e s s,  w e  w alke d  dow n,
a t  my  r e q u e s t ,  to  t h e  po r t .   Aroun d  t h r e e  sid es
of t h e  dock  for m e d  by w alls, s aid  to  b e  fifty fee t
in  d e p t h  a n d  t w e n ty in t hickn e s s,  r a n  a  ro a d  clos e
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to  t h e  w a t e r’s e d g e,  b eyond  w hich  w a s  a g ain
a  vas t  co n tin uous  w a r e ho us e.   The  inn e r  sid e  w a s
r e s e rve d  for  p a s s e n g e r  vess els,  a n d  eve ryw h e r e  t h e
la rg e s t  s hips  could  co m e  u p  clos e,  lan din g  ei t h e r  p a s s e n g e r s
o r  c a r go  wit ho u t  eve n  t h e  in t e rve n tion  of a  pl a nk. 
The  a p p e a r a n c e  of t h e  s hips  is ve ry u nlike  t h a t  of
Ter r e s t ri al vess els.   They h ave  no  m a s t s  o r  r i ggin g,
a r e  co ns t r u c t e d  of t h e  zorin t a ,  w hich  in M a r s  s e rves
m u c h  m o r e  effec tively all t h e  u s e s  of iron,  a n d  diffe r
e n ti r ely in  cons t r uc tion  a s  t h ey a r e  in t e n d e d  for
c a r go  o r  for  t r avel.  M e r c a n til e  s hip s  a r e  in
s h a p e  m u c h  like  t h e  fine s t  Ame ric a n  clipp e r s ,  b u t  wi th
b ro a d,  fla t  k e el a n d  d e ck, a n d  wi t h  a  hold  fro m  fift e e n
to  t w e n ty fee t  in d e p t h .   Like  M alaya n  vess el s,
t h ey  h ave  a t t ac h e d  by s t ro n g  b a r s  a n  ex te r n al  b e a m
a bo u t  fifty fee t  fro m  t h e  side,  w hic h  r e n d e r s  ove r t u r ning
al mos t  impossible.   Pass e n g e r  s hips  m o r e  r e s e m ble
t h e  for m  of a  fish,  b u t  a r e  alike  a t  bo t h  e n d s.  
Six m e n  wo rking  in p ai r s  fou r  ho u r s  a t  a  t im e  co m pos e
t h e  e n ti r e  c r e w  of t h e  la rg e s t  s hip,  a n d  h alf t hi s
n u m b e r  a r e  r e q ui r e d  for  t h e  s m alles t  t h a t  u n d e r t ak e s
a  voya g e  of m o r e  t h a n  t w elve  ho u r s .
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I m ay  h e r e  m e n tion  t h a t  t h e  sys t e m  of s e w a g e  is fa r
s u p e rio r  to  a ny ye t  d evise d  on  E a r t h.   N o  p a r ticle
of w a s t e  is allow e d  to  pollu t e  t h e  w a t e r s.   The
w hole  is d eo do ris e d  by a n  exc e e dingly sim ple  p roc e s s,
a n d,  w h e t h e r  in tow n  or  cou n t ry, c a r ri e d  a w ay d aily
a n d  a p plied  to  it s  n a t u r al  u s e  in  fe r tilising  t h e
soil.  O ur  p r a c tice  of t h rowing  a w ay, w h e r e  it
is a n  obvious  a n d  of te n  d a n g e ro u s  n uis a nc e,  m a t e ri al
so  valua ble  in it s  p ro p e r  pl ac e,  s e e m e d  to  my M a r ti al
frien d s  a n  inexplica ble  a n d  al mos t  inc r e dible  a b s u r di ty.

As w e  r e t u r n e d,  Es mo  told  m e  t h a t  h e  h a d  b e e n  in co m m u nic a tion
wi th  t h e  Ca m p t a ,  w ho  h a d  d e si r e d  t h a t  I s ho uld  visi t
hi m  with  t h e  lea s t  possible  d el ay.

“This,” h e  s aid,  “will h u r ry  u s
in m a t t e r s  w h e r e  I a t  a ny r a t e  s ho uld  h ave  p r efe r r e d
a  li t tl e  d el ay.  The  s e a t  of Gove r n m e n t  is by  a
di r e c t  r o u t e  n e a rly six t hou s a n d  miles  dis t a n t ,  a n d
you  will h ave  op po r t u ni ty of t r avelling  in all t h e
diffe r e n t  w ays  p r a c tis e d  on  t his  pl a n e t .   A long
land-jou r n ey in ou r  el ec t ric  c a r ri a g e s ,  wi t h  w hich
you  a r e  no t  fa miliar, is, I t hink,  to  b e  avoide d.  
The  Ca m p t a  would  wis h  to  s e e  you r  ves s el a s  w ell a s
you r s elf; b u t ,  on  t h e  w hole,  I t hink  it is s afe r  to
leave  it w h e r e  it is.   Kevim a,  a n d  I p ro pos e  to
a c co m p a ny you  d u ring  t h e  fir s t  p a r t  of you r  jou r n ey. 
At ou r  fir s t  h al t ,  w e  will s t ay  on e  nigh t  wi th  a  frien d,
t h a t  you  m ay b e  a d mit t e d  a  b ro t h e r  of ou r  Ord er.”

“And,” s aid  I, “wh a t  so r t  of a  r e c e p tion
m ay I exp ec t  a t  t h e  e n d  of my jou r n ey?”

“I t hink,” h e  a n s w e r e d,  “th a t  you
a r e  m o r e  likely to  b e  e m b a r r a s s e d  by t h e  good will
of t h e  Ca m p t a  t h a n  by t h e  hos tili ty of so m e  of t hos e
a bo u t  hi m.   His  c h a r a c t e r  is ve ry p ec uliar, a n d
it  is difficul t  to  r e ckon  u po n  hi s  a c tion  in  a ny given
c a s e .   Bu t  h e  diffe r s  fro m  n e a rly all his  s u bjec t s
in h aving  a  s t ro n g  t a s t e  for  a dve n t u r e,  no n e  t h e  les s
if it  b e  p e rilous;  a n d  sinc e  hi s  posi tion  p r eve n t s
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hi m  fro m  ind ulging  t his  t a s t e  in  p e r so n,  h e  is t h e
m o r e  dispos e d  to  t ak e  ext r e m e  in t e r e s t  in t h e  a dve n t u r e s
of o th e r s .   H e  h a s ,  m o r eover, a  g r e a t  valu e  for
w h a t  you  c all cou r a g e,  a  vi r t u e  r a r ely n e e d e d  a n d
s till m o r e  r a r ely s ho w n  a m o n g  u s;  a n d  I fancy t h a t
you r  ven t u r e  t h ro u g h  s p a c e  h a s  imp r e s s e d  hi m  with
a  ve ry hig h  e s ti m a t e  of you r  d a ring.   Assu r e dly
no n e  of u s ,  how eve r  g r e a t  his  scie n tific c u riosi ty,
wo uld  h ave  d r e a m e d  of incu r rin g  s uc h  a  p e r il, a n d
incu r rin g  it alon e .   Bu t  I m u s t  give  you  on e  w a r nin g.  
I t  is no t  co m m o n  a mo n g  us  to  m a k e  valu a ble  gif ts:  
w e  do  no t  c a r e  e no u g h  for  a ny b u t  ou r s elves  to  give
exc e p t  wi t h  t h e  ide a  of g e t ting  so m e t hing  valu a ble
in r e t u r n .   Ou r  p rinc es  a r e ,  how ever, so  w e al t hy
t h a t  t h ey c a n  give  wi thou t  s a c rifice,  a n d  it is consid e r e d
a  g r ave  aff ron t  to  r efus e  a ny p r e s e n t  fro m  a  s u p e rior. 
Wh a t ever, t h e n,  ou r  S uz e r ain  m ay  offe r  you—a n d
h e  is al mos t  s u r e,  u nle s s  h e  s hould  t ak e  offenc e,
to  give  you  w h a t eve r  h e  t hinks  will induc e  you  to  s e t tl e
p e r m a n e n tly in  t h e  n eigh bo u r hood  of hi s  Cou r t—you
m u s t  a cc e p t  g r a ciously, a n d  on  no  a ccou n t ,  e i t h e r
t h e n  o r  af t e r w a r d s ,  le a d  hi m  to  t hink  t h a t  you  sligh t
his  p r e s e n t .”
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“I m u s t  s ay,” I r e plied,  “th a t  w hile
I wis h  to  r e m ain  in you r  wo rld  till I h ave  le a r n t ,
if no t  all t h a t  is to  b e  lea r n t ,  ye t  ve ry m u c h  m o r e
t h a n  I a t  p r e s e n t  know  a bo u t  it, t h e  w hole  p u r pos e
of my voya g e  wo uld  b e  s a c rificed  if I could  no t  effec t
my  r e t u r n  to  E a r t h.”

“I s u p pos e  so,” h e  a n s w e r e d,  “an d
for  t h a t  r e a so n  I wish  to  ke e p  you r  vess el s afe  a n d
wi thin  you r  r e a c h;  for  to  g e t  a w ay a t  all you m ay  h ave
to  d e p a r t  s u d d e nly.  Bu t  you  will no t  do  wis ely
to  m a k e  t h e  P rinc e  s u s p e c t  t h a t  s uc h  is you r  in t e n tion.  
Tell hi m  of w h a t  you  wis h  to  s e e  a n d  to  explo r e  in
t his  world; t ell him  fre ely of you r  ow n,  for  h e  will
no t  r e a dily fancy t h a t  you  p r efe r  it  to  t his;  b u t  s ay
a s  lit tle  a s  pos sible  of you r  ho p e s  of a n  ul ti m a t e
r e t u r n ,  a n d,  if you a r e  forc e d  to  a ck nowle d g e  t h e m,
le t  t h e m  s e e m  a s  indefini t e  a s  pos sible.”

By t his  ti m e,  r e t u r nin g  by a no t h e r  ro a d,  Es mo  s top p e d
t h e  c a r ri a g e  a t  t h e  g a t e  of a n  e n clos e d  g a r d e n  of
m o d e r a t e  size,  a bo u t  t wo  mile s  fro m  Ec asfe.   E n t e rin g
alon e,  h e  p r e s e n tly r e t u r n e d  wi th  a no t h e r  g e n tl e m a n,
w e a rin g  a  d r e s s  of g r ey  a n d  silver, wi th  a  w hi t e  r ib bon
ove r  t h e  s ho uld e r;  a  b a d g e,  I foun d,  of official r a nk
o r  d u tie s.   Mo u n tin g  his  ow n  c a r ri ag e ,  t his  p e r so n
a c co m p a nie d  u s  ho m e.

CHAPTER X — WOMAN AND WEDLOCK.

We a r r ived  a t  ho m e  in t h e  co u r s e  of so m e  few min u t e s ,
a n d  h e r e  my hos t  r e q u e s t e d  u s  to  w ai t  in t h e  h all,
w h e r e  in a bo u t  h alf-a n-ho u r  h e  r ejoin e d  u s ,  a cco m p a nie d
by all t h e  m e m b e r s  of his  family, t h e  ladi es  all clos ely
veiled.   Looking  a m o n g  t h e m  ins tinc tively for  Eve e n a,
I obs e rve d  t h a t  s h e  h a d  exc h a n g e d  h e r  u s u al  ligh t
veil for  on e  fulle r  a n d  d e n s er, a n d  wo r e ,  con t r a ry
to  t h e  wo n t  of m aid e n s  indoo r s,  sle eves  a n d  gloves.  
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S h e  h eld  h e r  fa th e r’s h a n d,  a n d  evince d  no  li t tle
a gi t a tion  o r  al a r m.   The  visi to r  s tood  by a  t a bl e
on  w hich  h a d  b e e n  pl ac e d  t h e  u s u al  p e ncils  o r  s tyles,
a n d  a  so r t  of op e n  po r tfolio, on  on e  sid e  of w hic h
w a s  laid  a  s m all s t r ip  of t h e  gold e n  t af roo,  insc ribe d
wi th  c rimson  c h a r a c t e r s  of u n u s u al  size,  leaving  s eve r al
bl a nks  h e r e  a n d  t h e r e .   Mos t  of t h e s e  h e  filled
u p,  a n d  t h e n,  le ading  forw a r d  his  d a u g h t er, Es mo  sig n e d
to  m e  al so  to  a p p ro a c h  t h e  t a bl e.   The  o th e r s
s tood  jus t  b e hin d  u s,  a n d  t h e  official t h e n  pl ac e d
t h e  docu m e n t  in  Eve e n a’s  h a n d.   S h e  looke d
t h ro u g h  it  a n d  r e plac e d  it  on  t h e  t a bl e  wit h  t h e  g e s t u r e
of a s s e n t  u s u al  a m o n g  h e r  p eo ple,  inclining  h e r  h e a d
a n d  r aising  h e r  lef t  h a n d  to  h e r  lips.   The  doc u m e n t
w a s  t h e n  h a n d e d  to  m e ,  b u t  I, of cou r s e,  w a s  u n a ble
to  r e a d  it.  I s aid  so,  a n d  t h e  official r e a d
it  a loud:—

“Be tw e e n  Eve e n a,  d a u g h t e r  of Es mo  d e n t  Ec a sfe n,
a n d  —— [13] recla m o m or ta
(th e  all eg e d  a r c h-t r avelle r), cove n a n t:   Eve e n a
will live  wi t h  —— in w e dlock for
t wo  yea r s,  for e going  d u ring  t h a t  p e riod  t h e  libe r ty
to  q ui t  his  ho us e ,  o r  to  r e c eive  a ny on e  t h e r ein  s ave
by his  p e r mission.   In  consid e r a tion  w h e r eof h e
will m ain t ain  h er, clo thing  h e r  to  h e r  s a tisfac tion,
a t  a  cos t  no t  exc e e din g  five s t al t a u  by t h e  year. 
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H e  will p rovide  for  a ny c hild o r  c hild r e n  s h e  m ay  b e a r
w hile  living  wi th  him,  o r  wi thin  t wic e  t w elve  doz e n
d ays  t h e r e af t er.  And if a t  a ny tim e  h e  s h all
dis miss  h e r  o r  p e r mi t  h e r  to  leave  hi m,  o r  if s h e
s h all d e si r e  to  leave  hi m  af t e r  t h e  expi r a tion  of eigh t
ye a r s ,  h e  will e n s u r e  to  h e r  for  h e r  life  a n  a n n u al
p ay m e n t  of fift e e n  s t al t a u.   N ei t h e r  s h all a p p e al
to  a  cou r t  of law or  p u blic  a u t ho ri ty a g ain s t  t h e
o th e r  on  a c co u n t  of a ny thing  do n e  d u rin g  t h e  ti m e  t h ey
s h all live tog e t h er, exc e p t  for  a t t e m p t  to  kill o r
for  g r av e  bodily inju ry.”

S uc h  is t h e  for m  of m a r ri a g e  coven a n t  e m ployed  in
M a r s .   The  occ a sion  w a s  u nfi t  for  di sc us sion,
a n d  I si m ply in ti m a t e d  my a cc e p t a nc e  of t h e  cove n a n t s,
oo  w hich  Eve e n a  a n d  mys elf for t h wit h  w e r e  ins t r u c t e d
to  w ri t e  ou r  n a m e s  w h e r e  t h ey a p p e a r  in t h e  a bove
t r a n sl a tion.   The  official t h e n  inq ui r e d  w h e t h e r
I r e co g nis e d  t h e  lady s t a n din g  b e sid e  m e  a s  Eve e n a,
d a u g h t e r  of Es mo.  I t  t h e n  s t r u ck  m e  t h a t ,  t ho u g h
I fel t  p r e t ty  c e r t ain  of h e r  ide n ti ty, m a r r i a g e  u n d e r
s uc h  con di tions  mi g h t  occ asion ally lea d  to  a w kw a r d
mis t ak e s.   The r e  w a s  no  s uc h  diffe r e n c e  b e t w e e n
my  b rid e  a n d  h e r  co m p a nions  a s ,  b u t  for  h e r  d r e s s  a n d
h e r  a gi t a tion,  would  h ave  e n a ble d  m e  posi tively to
dis ting uish  t h e m,  veiled  a n d  silen t  a s  all w e r e .  
I exp r e s s e d  no  do u b t ,  how ever, a n d  t h e  official t h e n
p roc e e d e d  to  affix his  ow n  s t a m p  to  t h e  doc u m e n t;  a n d
t h e n  lifting  u p  t h a t  on  w hich  ou r  n a m e s  h a d  a c t u ally
b e e n  w ri t t e n,  s how e d  t h a t ,  by so m e  p roc e s s  I h a r dly
u n d e r s t a n d,  t h e  sign a t u r e  h a d  b e e n  exec u t e d  a n d  t h e
a g r e e m e n t  filled  u p  in t riplica t e ,  t h e  office r  p r e s e rving
on e  copy, t h e  o th e r s  b eing  give n  to  t h e  b rid e  a n d
b rid e g roo m  r e s p e c tively.  The  ladie s  t h e n  r e ti r e d,
Es mo,  his  son,  a n d  t h e  official r e m aining,  w h e n  two
a m b a u  b ro u g h t  in a  t r ay  of r ef r e s h m e n t s .   The
official t a s t e d  e a c h  a r ticle  offe r e d  to  hi m,  evide n tly
m o r e  a s  a  m a t t e r  of for m  t h a n  of pl e a s u r e .   I took
t his  op po r t u ni ty to  a sk  so m e  q u e s tions  r e g a r din g  t h e
M a r ti al  c uisine,  a n d  lea r n t  t h a t  all b u t  t h e  ve ry
si m ple s t  cooke ry is p e rfo r m e d  by p rofe ssion al  confec tion e r s,
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w ho  s u p ply t wice  a  d ay t h e  ho us e holds  in t h ei r  vicini ty;
u n m a r ri e d  m e n  t aking  t h ei r  m e als  a t  t h e  s hop.  
The  p r e p a r a tion  of frui t ,  r o a s t e d  g r ain,  b eve r a g e s
con sis ting  of juices  mixe d  wi th  a  p r e p a r e d  n ec t ar,
a n d  t h e  veg e t a ble s  fro m  t h e  g a r d e n,  w hich  e n t e r  in to
t h e  co m position  of eve ry m e al, a r e  t h e  only c ulina ry
c a r e s  of t h e  ladi es  of t h e  family.  Eve ryt hing
c a n  b e  w a r m e d  o r  fr e s h e n e d  on  t h e  s tove  w hic h  for m s
a  p a r t  of t h a t  el ec t ric  m a c hin e ry by  w hich  in eve ry
ho us e hold  t h e  b a t h s  a n d  ligh t s  a r e  s u p plied  a n d  t h e
ho us e  w a r m e d  a t  nig h t .   The  ladie s  h ave  t h e r efo r e
ve ry lit tl e  ho us e hold  wo rk,  a n d  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  of
t his  is p e rfo r m e d  u n d e r  t h ei r  s u p e rin t e n d e n c e  by  t h e
a ni m als,  w hich  a r e  al mos t  a s  u s eful a s  a ny h u m a n  slaves
on  e a r t h ,  wi th  t h e  on e  u n q u e s tion a ble  a dva n t a g e  t h a t
t h ey  c a n no t  s p e ak,  a n d  t h e r efo r e  c a n no t  b e  imp e r tin e n t ,
inq uisi tive,  o r  t r e a c h e ro u s.   No  fe r m e n t e d  liquo r s
for m  p a r t  of t h e  M a r ti al di e t;  b u t  so m e  n a r co tics
r e s e m bling  h a s c hisc h  a n d  opiu m  a r e  m u c h  r elish e d.  
Whe n  t h e  official h a d  r e ti r e d,  I s aid  to  my hos t—
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“I t hou g h t  it b e s t  to  r ais e  no  q u e s tion  o r  objec tion
in sig ning  t h e  con t r ac t  p u t  b efo re  m e  wit h  you r  s a n c tion;
b u t  you  m u s t  b e  a w a r e ,  in  t h e  fir s t  pl ac e ,  t h a t  I
h ave  no  m e a n s  h e r e  of p e rfo r ming  t h e  p e c u nia ry  p a r t
of t h e  cove n a n t ,  no  m e a n s  of p roviding  ei th e r  m ain t e n a n c e
o r  pin-m o n ey.”

The  expla n a tion  of t h e  la t t e r  p h r a s e ,  w hic h  w a s  im m e di a t ely
d e m a n d e d,  p ro d u c e d  no t  a  li t tl e  a m u s e m e n t ,  af t e r  w hich
Es mo  r e plied  g r avely—

“It  will b e  ve ry e a sy  for  you, if n e c e s s a ry,
to  r e alise  a  co m p e t e n c e  in t h e  cou r s e  of h alf a  year. 
A book r el a ting  you r  a dve n t u r e s ,  a n d  d e s c ribing  t h e
wo rld  you h ave  lef t,  would  b ring  you  in a  ve ry co mfor t a bl e
for t u n e;  a n d  you  mig h t  m o r e  t h a n  do u ble  t his  by  giving
a d d r e s s e s  in e a c h  of ou r  tow ns,  w hich,  if only fro m
t h e  cu riosi ty ou r  p eo ple  would  e n t e r t ain  to  s e e  you
wi th  t h ei r  ow n  eyes ,  wo uld  a t t r a c t  c row d e d  a u die nc e s.  
You could  g e t  a  conside r a ble  s u m  for  t h e  exclusive
righ t  to  t ak e  you r  liken e ss; a n d,  if you  chos e  to  explain
it, you  mig h t  fix you r  ow n  p rice  on  t h e  novel m o tive
pow e r  you  h ave  in t ro d uc e d.   But  t h e r e  is a no t h e r
poin t  in r e g a r d  to  t h e  con t r ac t  w hich  you h av e  ove rlooke d,
b u t  w hic h  I w a s  bo u n d  to  b e a r  in mi n d.   Wh a t  you
h ave  p ro mis e d  is, I b elieve,  w h a t  Eve e n a  wo uld  h ave
ob t ain e d  fro m  a ny s ui to r  s h e  w a s  likely to  a cc e p t .  
Bu t  sinc e  you  lef t  t h e  m a t t e r  e n ti r ely to  my disc r e tion,
I a m  bo u n d  to  m a k e  it  im pos sible  t h a t  you  s hould  b e
a  lose r ;  a n d  t his  doc u m e n t  (an d  h e  h a n d e d  m e  a  s m all
slip  ve ry m u c h  like  t h a t  w hic h  con t aine d  t h e  m a r ri a g e
cove n a n t)  impos e s  on  my  e s t a t e  t h e  p ay m e n t  of a n  inco m e
for  Eve e n a’s life  e q u al  to  t h a t  you  h ave  p ro mis e d
h er.”

With  m u c h  r eluc t a n c e  I foun d  mys elf oblige d  to  a c c e p t
a  dow ry w hich,  how eve r  n a t u r al  a n d  p ro p e r  on  E a r t h ,
w a s,  I fel t,  u n u s u al  in M a r s .   I m ay  s ay  t h a t
s uc h  c h a r g e s  do  no t  in t e rfe r e  wi th  t h e  fr e e  s al e  of
land.   They a r e  r e gis t e r e d  in  t h e  p ro p e r  office,
a n d  t h e  S t a t e  t r u s t e e  collec t s  t h e m  fro m  t h e  ow n e r
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for  t h e  ti m e  b eing  a s  q ui t-r e n t s  a r e  collec t e d  in
Gre a t  Bri t ain  o r  lan d  r eve n u e  in  India.   Tur ning
to  a no t h e r  b u t  kind r e d  q u e s tion,  I s aid—

“Your  m a r ri a g e  con t r a c t,  like  ou r  ow n  laws,
a p p e a r s  to  favou r  t h e  w e ak e r  s ex m o r e  t h a n  s t ric t
t h eo r e tical e q u ali ty would  p e r mi t.   This is q ui t e
righ t  a n d  p r a c tically inevit a ble; b u t  it h a r dly a g r e e s
wi th  t h e  t h eo ry w hich  s u p pos e s  b rid e  a n d  b rid e g roo m,
h u s b a n d  a n d  wife,  to  e n t e r  on  a n d  m ain t ain  a  coe q u al
volun t a ry p a r t n e r s hip.”

“How so?” h e  inqui r e d .

“The  righ t  of divorc e,” I s aid,  “a t
t h e  e n d  of t wo  ye a r s  b elon gs  to  t h e  wife  alon e.  
The  h u s b a n d  c a n no t  divorc e  h e r  exc e p t  u n d e r  a  h e avy
p e n al ty.”

“Obs e rve,” h e  a n s w e r e d,  “th a t  t h e r e
is a  g r ave  p r a c tical ine q u ali ty w hich  ev e n  t h eo ry
c a n  h a r dly igno r e .   The  wife  p a r t s  wit h  so m e t hing
by t h e  ve ry fac t  of m a r r i a g e .   At t h e  e n d  of t wo
ye a r s ,  w h e n  s h e  h a s  bo r n e  t wo, t h r e e ,  o r  fou r  child r e n ,
h e r  value  in m a r r i a g e  is g r e a tly les s e n e d.   H e r
c a p aci ty of m ain t aining  h e r s elf, in t h e  d ays  w h e n  wo m e n
did  work,  w a s  foun d  p r a c tic ally to  b e  eve n  s m alle r
t h a n  b efor e  m a r ri a g e .   You m ay  s ay  t h a t  t his  r e ally
a m o u n t s  to  a  r e co g ni tion  by c us to m  of t h e  n a t u r al
ine q u ali ty d e nie d  by  law; b u t  a t  a ny r a t e ,  i t is a n
ine q u ali ty w hich  it w a s  sc a r c ely possible  to  ove rlook. 
Exa min e  t h e  p r a c tic al wo rking  of t h e  cove n a n t s ,  a n d
you  will find  t h a t  in affec ting  to  t r e a t  u n e q u als
a s  e q u als  t h ey  m e r ely m a k e  t h e  w e a k e r  t h e  sl ave  of
t h e  s t ro n g er.”
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“Su r ely,” I s aid,  “hus b a n d  a n d  wife
a r e  so  fa r  e q u al, w h e r e  n ei th e r  is ti e d  to  t h e  c hild r e n ,
t h a t  e a c h  c a n  m a k e  t h e  o th e r  h e a r tily gl a d  to  a s s e n t
to  a  divorc e .”

“Pe r h a p s,  w h e r e  law in t e rfe r e s  to  e nforc e  m o no g a my,
a n d  t h e r e by to  c r e a t e  a n  a r tificial e q u ali ty of m u t u al
d e p e n d e nc e.   Bu t  ou r  law c a n no t  dic t a t e  to  e q u als,
w hos e  s ex  it igno r e s ,  t h e  t e r m s  o r  n u m b e r s  of p a r t n e r s hip.  
So,  t h e  t e r m s  of t h e  con t r ac t  b eing  volun t a ry, m e n
of cou r s e  insis t  on  excludin g  leg al in t e rfe r e nc e  in
ho us e hold  q u a r r el s;  a n d  b efo r e  t h e  p ro hibi tive  cla us e
w a s  g e n e r ally a do p t e d,  leg al in t e r posi tion  did  m o r e
h a r m  t h a n  good.   As you  will find,  e q u ality b efo r e
t h e  law gives  a b solu t e  effec t  to  t h e  r e al  ine q u ali ty,
a n d  c hiefly t h ro u g h  it s  co a r s e s t  ele m e n t ,  s u p e rio r
p hysical forc e.   The  libe r ty t h a t  is a  n ec e s s a ry
logic al cons e q u e nc e  of e q u ali ty t ak e s  fro m  t h e  wo m a n
h e r  on e  n a t u r al  s afeg u a r d—t h e  m a n’s
n e e d  of h e r  good will, if no t  of h e r  affec tion.”

“In ou r  wo rld,” I r e plied,  “I alw ays
h eld  t h a t  eve n  sl aves,  so  t h ey b e  ho u s e hold  slaves,
a r e  s ec u r e  a g ains t  g ro s s  c r u el ty.  The  ow n e r  c a n no t
m a k e  life  a  b u r d e n  to  t h e m  wit ho u t  imp e rilling  hi s
ow n.   To r e d u c e  t h e  q u e s tion  to  it s  low es t  t e r m s—m alice
will a lw ays  b e  a  m a t c h  for  m u s cle,  a n d  poison  a n  efficien t
a n tido t e  to  t h e  f er ula .”

“So,” r ejoine d  Es mo, “ou r  m e n  h ave
p e rc eived,  a n d  cons e q u e n tly t h ey h ave  exc e p t e d  a t t e m p t s
to  m u r d er, a s  t h e  wo m e n  h av e  exce p t e d  s e rious  bodily
inju ry, fro m  t h e  g e n e r al  r ul e  p ro hibi ting  a p p e als  to
a  cou r t  of law.”

“And,” s aid  I, “a r e  t h e r e  m a ny  s uc h
a p p e als?”

“Not  on e  in  t wo  ye a r s ,” h e  r e plied;  “an d
for  a  sim ple  r e a son.   Ou r  law, a s  m a t t e r  of cou r s e
a n d  of co m m o n  s e n s e ,  p u t s  m u r d er, a t t e m p t e d  o r  a cco m plis h e d,
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on  t h e  s a m e  footing,  a n d  visi t s  bo t h  wi th  i t s  s u p r e m e
p e n al ty.  Cons e q u e n tly, a  wife  d e t e c t e d  in s uc h
a n  a t t e m p t  is a t  h e r  h u s b a n d’s m e r cy; a n d  if
h e  cons e n t  to  s p a r e  h e r  life, s h e  m u s t  s u b mit  to  a ny
inflic tion,  ho w eve r  i t m ay t r a n s g r e s s  t h e  cove n a n t e d
limit.   In  fac t,  if h e  find  h e r  ou t  in s uc h  a n
a t t e m p t ,  h e  m ay  do  a ny t hin g  b u t  p u t  h e r  to  d e a t h  on
his  ow n  a u t ho ri ty.”

“Still,” I a n s w e r e d,  “as  long  a s
s h e  r e m ains  in t h e  ho u s e ,  s h e  m u s t  h ave  fr eq u e n t  op po r t u ni ty
of r e p e a t ing  h e r  a t t e m p t  a t  r eve n g e;  a n d  to  live  in
con s t a n t  fea r  of a s s a s sin a tion  wo uld  b r e a k  do w n  t h e
s t ro n g e s t  n e rv es.”

“Ou r  p hysicia ns,” h e  s aid,  “a r e
m o r e  skilful in a n tido t e s  t h a n  ou r  wo m e n  in poisons,
eve n  w h e n  t h e  la t t e r  h av e  lea r n e d  c h e mis t ry.  N o
poisono us  pl a n t s  a r e  g row n  n e a r  ou r  ho us es;  a n d  a s
wives  n eve r  go  ou t  alon e,  t h ey  h ave  li t tl e  ch a nc e
of g e t ting  hold  of a ny fa t al  d r u g.   I b elieve
t h a t  ve ry few a t t e m p t s  to  poison  a r e  s ucc e ssful, a n d
t h a t  m a ny wo m e n  h av e  s uffe r e d  ve ry s eve r ely on  m e r e
s us picion.”

“And w h a t ,” I a sk e d,  “is  t h e  leg al
d efini tion  of ’gr ave  bo dily inju ry’?”
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“Inju ry,” h e  s aid,  “of w hich  s e rious
t r a c e s  r e m ain  a t  t h e  e n d  of tw e n ty-fou r  d ays; t h e
d e s t r uc tion  of a  limb, o r  t h e  d e p riva tion,  p a r ti al
o r  to t al,  of a  s e n s e .   I h ave  oft e n  t hou g h t  bi t t e rly,”
h e  con tin u e d,  “of t h a t  bo a s t e d  logic a n d  libe r ali ty
of ou r  laws  u n d e r  w hich  my d a u g h t e r s  mig h t  h ave  to
e n d u r e  al mos t  a ny m al t r e a t m e n t  fro m  t h ei r  h u s b a n d s,
so  long  a s  t h e s e  h ave  b u t  t h e  s e n s e  no t  to  e m ploy
w e a po ns  t h a t  le ave  al mos t  ineffac e a ble  m a rks .  
This  is on e  m ai n  r e a so n  w hy w e  so  a nxiously avoid
giving  t h e m  s ave  to  t hos e  w ho  a r e  bo u n d  by t h e  t i es
of ou r  fai th  to  t r e a t  t h e m  a s  kindly a s  c hild r e n—for
w ho m,  a t  t h e  wo r s t ,  t h ey r e m ain  sis t e r s  of t h e  Or d er. 
If wo m e n  g e n e r ally h a d  p a r e n t s ,  ou r  m a r r i a g e  law could
n eve r  h ave  c a r ri e d  ou t  t h e  fiction  of e q u ali ty to
its  logical p e rfec tion  a n d  p r a c tical m o n s t rosi ty.”

“Equ ali ty, t h e n,  h a s  give n  you r  wo m e n  a  h a r d e r
life  a n d  a  wo r s e  posi tion  t h a n  t h a t  of t hos e  wo m e n
in ou r  world  w ho  a r e ,  no t  only by law b u t  by fac t
a n d  c us to m,  t h e  slaves  of t h ei r  h u s b a n d s?”

“Yes, ind e e d,” h e  s aid; “a n d  ou r
p rove r b s,  t ho u g h  m a d e  by m e n,  exp r e s s  t his  t r u t h  wi th
a  s h a r p n e s s  in w hich  t h e r e  is lit tle  exa g g e r a tion.  
Ou r  sc hool t ex tbooks  t ell u s  t h a t  a c tion  a n d  r e a c tion
a r e  e q u al a n d  opposi t e;  a n d  t his  fa milia r  p h r a s e  gives
m e a nin g  to  t h e  s aw, Pel mav e  da kal da k e ,  ‘She
is e q u al, t h e  t hing  s t r uck  to  t h e  h a m m er,’ m e a nin g
t h a t  wo m a n’s e q u ali ty to  m a n  is no  m o r e  effec tive
t h a n  t h e  r e a c tion  of t h e  lea t h e r  on  t h e  m alle t .  
’Bit t e r e r  s mile s  of t w elve  t h a n  t e a r s  of t e n’
(r efe r ring  to  t h e  a g e  of m a r ri a g e). T hle e n  d el kin t
tr e e n  lalfe  z e vle e n , ‘’Twixt  fogs
a n d  clouds  s h e  d r e a m s  of s t a r s .’”

“Wh a t  do e s  t h a t  m e a n?”

“Would  you no t  r e n d e r  i t in t h e  t e r minology
of t h e  hy m n  you t r a n sl a t e d  for  u s ,  ‘Betw e e n
P u r g a to ry a n d  H ell, on e  d r e a m  of H e ave n?’ S till
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p uzzle d?   ’Betw e e n  t h e  h a r s h n e s s  of sc hool
a n d  t h e  mis e ry  of m a r ri a g e ,  t h e  illusions  of t h e  b rid e.’ 
Again,  Z e foo z evle el, zav e  m ar n e el, claf t e  crat h e n e el ,
’A c hild [c ries] for  t h e  s t a r s ,  a  m aid e n  for
t h e  m a t ro n’s d r e s s ,  a  wo m a n  for  h e r  s h ro u d.’”

“Do you  m e a n  to  s ay t h a t  t h a t  is no t  ex a g g e r a t e d?”

“I s u p pos e  it is, a s  wo m e n  a r e  ev e n  less  given
to  s uicide  t h a n  m e n.   Tha t  is p e r h a p s  t h e  u glies t
p rove r b  of its  kind.   I will only q uo t e  on e  m o r e,
a n d  t h a t  is t wo-e d g e d—

 “’Fool h e  w ho  h e e d s  a  wo m a n’s
t e a r s ,  to  wo m a n’s ton g u e  r e plie s;
   Fool s h e  w ho  b r aves  m a n’s
h a n d—b u t  w h e n  w a s  m a n  o r  wo m a n  wise?’”

H e r e  Zulve  c a m e  to  t h e  doo r  a n d  m a d e  a  sign  to  h e r
h u s b a n d.   Waiting  cou r t eo usly to  a sc e r t ain  t h a t
I h a d  finis h e d  s p e akin g,  a n d  u n til hi s  son  h a d  so m e w h a t
c e r e m o niously t a k e n  le ave  of m e ,  h e  led  m e  to  t h e
doo r  of a  ch a m b e r  n ex t  to  t h a t  I h a d  hi th e r to  occu pie d.  
Pa using  h e r e  him s elf, h e  m o tion e d  m e  to  go  on, a n d
t h e  doo r  p a r tin g,  I foun d  mys elf in a  r oo m  I h a d  no t
b efo r e  e n t e r e d,  a bo u t  t h e  s a m e  size  a s  my  ow n  a n d
si mila rly fu rnish e d,  b u t  diffe r e n tly colou r e d ,  no w
co m m u nic a ting  wi th  it by a  doo r  w hic h  I kn e w  h a d  no t
p r eviously exis t e d.   H e r e  w e r e  Eve e n a’s
m o t h e r  a n d  sis t er, d r e s s e d  a s  u s u al.
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Eve e n a  h e r s elf h a d  exch a n g e d  h e r  m aid e n  w hi t e  for
t h e  ligh t  pink  of a  youn g  m a t ro n,  b u t  w a s  clos ely
veiled  in  a  simila r  m a t e ri al.  H e r  m o t h e r  a n d
sis t e r  kiss e d  h e r  wi th  m u c h  e m o tion,  t ho u g h  wi thou t
t h e  t e a r s  a n d  la m e n t a tions,  r e al  o r  affec t e d,  wi th
w hich—alike  a m o n g  t h e  no m a d s  of Asia  a n d
t h e  m o s t  cul tiva t e d  r a c e s  of E u rop e—eve n
t hos e  r el a tives  w ho  h ave  s t rive n  h a r d e s t  to  m a r ry
a  d a u g h t e r  o r  sis t e r  t hink  it n e c e s s a ry  to  cel eb r a t e
t h e  fulfilm e n t  of t h ei r  ho p e s ,  a n d  t h e  t e r min a tion
of t h ei r  oft e n  p rolong e d  a n d  w e a riso m e  labo u r s .  
I w a s  t h e n  left  a lon e  wi th  my b rid e,  w ho  r e m ain e d
h alf-s e a t e d ,  h alf-c ro uc hing  on  t h e  c us hions  in  a  co r n e r
of t h e  roo m.   I could  no t  h elp  feeling  ke e nly how
m u c h  a  m a r ri a g e  so  u nc e r e m o nious  a n d  wi th  so  li t tle
p r evious  a c q u ain t a n c e ,  o r  r a t h e r  so  g r e a t  a  r e s e rve
a n d  dis t a nc e  in ou r  for m e r  in t e r co u r s e ,  in t e n sified
t h e  a w kw a r d n e s s  m a ny  a  m a n  on  E a r t h  feels  w h e n  fir s t
lef t  a lon e  wit h  t h e  p a r t n e r  of hi s  fu t u r e  life. 
Bu t  a  single  gl a nc e  a t  t h e  s m all d rooping  figu r e  h alf-hidd e n
in t h e  cu s hions  b ro u g h t  t h e  r eflec tion  t h a t  a  si t u a tion,
e m b a r r a s sing  to  t h e  b rid e g roo m,  m u s t  b e  in t h e  las t
d e g r e e  al a r min g  a n d  di s t r e s sing  to  t h e  b rid e .  
Bu t  for  h e r  visi t  to  t h e  Ast ron a u t  w e  s ho uld  h ave  b e e n
al mos t  s t r a n g e r s;  I could  h a r dly h av e  r e co g nise d  eve n
h e r  voice.   I m u s t ,  ho w ever, s p e ak;  a n d  n a t u r ally
my  fir s t  s e n t e n c e  w a s  a  h alf-a r tic ula t e  r e q u e s t  t h a t
s h e  wo uld  r e m ove  h e r  veil.

“No,” s h e  w hisp e r e d ,  r i sing,  “you
m u s t  do  t h a t .”

Taking  off t h e  glove  of h e r  left  h a n d,  s h e  c a m e  u p
to  m e  s hyly a n d  slowly, a n d  pl ac e d  it  in  my  rig h t—a
no t  u n m e a nin g  c e r e m o ny.  H aving  ob eye d  h e r  ins t r uc tion,
my  lips  to uc h e d  for  t h e  fir s t  tim e  t h e  b ro w  of my
youn g  wife.   Tha t  s h e  w a s  m o r e  t h a n  s hy a n d  s t a r tl e d,
w a s  eve n  p ainfully a gi t a t e d  a n d  frigh t e n e d,  b e c a m e
ins t a n tly a p p a r e n t  now  t h a t  h e r  cou n t e n a n c e  w a s  visible.  
Wh a t  m u s t  b e  t h e  s t a t e  of M a r ti al b rid e s  in  g e n e r al,
w h e n  t h e  sign a t u r e  of t h e  con t r ac t  im m e dia t ely pl ac es
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t h e m  a t  t h e  di spos al  of a n  u t t e r  s t r a n g er, i t w a s
b eyon d  t h e  pow e r  of my  im a gin a tion  to  conc eive,  if
t h ei r  feelings  w e r e  a t  a ll to  b e  m e a s u r e d  by Eve e n a’s
u n d e r  con di tions  s ufficie n tly t rying,  b u t  c e r t ainly
fa r  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h ei r s .   N o t hing  w a s  so  likely
to  q uie t  h e r  a s  p e rfec t  c al m n e s s  on  my  sid e;  a n d,
t hou g h  wi th  a  h e a r t  b e a ting  al mos t  a s  fas t  a s  h e r
ow n,  if wi th  ve ry diffe r e n t  e m o tions,  I led  h e r  g e n tly
b ack  to  h e r  pl ac e,  a n d  r e s tin g  on  a  cus hion  jus t  ou t
of r e a c h,  b e g a n  to  t alk to  h er.  Choosing  a s  t h e
e a si e s t  s u bjec t  ou r  a dve n t u r e  of yes t e r d ay, I a sk e d
w h a t  could  h av e  induc e d  h e r  to  plac e  h e r s elf in  a  si t u a tion
so  d a n g e ro u s.

“Do no t  b e  a n g ry  wi t h  m e  now,” s h e  pl e a d e d.  
“I a m  exc e e dingly fond  of flow e r s; t h ey  h ave
b e e n  my only a m u s e m e n t  exc e p t  t h e  t r aining  of my  p e t s.  
You c a n  s e e  how  lit tle  wo m e n  h ave  to  do,  how  lit tle
occ u p a tion  o r  in t e r e s t  is p e r mi t t e d  u s.   The  r e a r in g
of r a r e  flow e r s,  o r  t h e  c r e a tion  of n e w  on e s ,  is al mos t
t h e  only e m ploym e n t  in w hich  w e  c a n  find  exe rcis e
for  s uc h  in t ellige nc e  a s  w e  poss e s s.   I h a d  n ev e r
s e e n  b efor e  t h e  flowe r  t h a t  g r e w  on  t h a t  s h elf. 
I b elieve,  ind e e d,  t h a t  it  only g row s  on  a  few of
ou r  high e r  m o u n t ain s  b elow t h e  s now-line,  a n d  I w a s
a nxious  to  b ring  it  ho m e  a n d  s e e  w h a t  could  b e  m a d e
of it  in  t h e  g a r d e n.   I t hou g h t  it  mi g h t  b e  d evelop e d
into  so m e t hin g  al mos t  a s  b e a u tiful a s  t h a t  b righ t
le e noo  you  a d mi r e d  so  g r e a tly in my  flowe r-b e d.”

195



Page 120

“But,” s aid  I, “ th e  t wo  flow e r s
a r e  no t  of t h e  s a m e  s h a p e  o r  colou r;  a n d,  t hou g h  I
a m  no t  le a r n e d  in bo t a ny, I s hould  s ay  h a r dly b elon g
to  t h e  s a m e  fa mily.”

“No,” s h e  s aid.   “But  wi th  c a r e ,
a n d  wi t h  p ro p e r  m a n a g e m e n t  of ou r  el ec t ric  a p p a r a t u s ,
I a c co m plish e d  t his  ye a r  a  ch a n g e  al mos t  a s  g r e a t .  
I c a n  s how  you in my flow e r-b e d  on e  lit tl e  w hit e  flower,
of no  g r e a t  b e a u ty  a n d  conic al in  s h a p e,  fro m  w hich
I h ave  p ro d uc e d  in t wo  ye a r s  a no t h er, s a uc e r-s h a p e d,
pink, a n d  of t h rice  t h e  size,  a l mos t  ex ac tly r e alising
a n  im a gin a ry flow er, d r a w n  by my sis t e r-in-law to  r e p r e s e n t
on e  of w hic h  s h e  h a d  d r e a m e d.   We c a n  oft e n  p ro d u c e
t h e  ve ry s h a p e ,  size,  a n d  colou r  w e  wis h  fro m  so m e t hin g
t h a t  a t  fir s t  s e e m s  to  h ave  no  like n e s s  to  i t w h a t eve r;
a n d  I h av e  b e e n  told  t h a t  a  skilful fa r m e r  will of t e n
ob t ain  a  frui t,  or, w h a t  is m o r e  difficul t,  a n  a ni m al,
to  a n s w e r  ex ac tly t h e  ide al  h e  h a s  for m e d.”

“So m e  of ou r  b r e e d e r s ,” I s aid,  “p rofes s
to  d evelop  a  so r t  of ide al  of a ny given  s p e ci e s; b u t
it  t ak e s  m a ny g e n e r a t ions,  by  picking  a n d  c hoosing
t hos e  t h a t  va ry in  t h e  righ t  di r ec tion,  to  a cco m plish
a ny t hing  of t h e  kind; a n d,  af t e r  all, t h e  diffe r e nc e
b e t w e e n  t h e  o rigin al a n d  t h e  imp rove d  for m  is m e r e
d evelop m e n t,  no t  e s s e n ti al c h a n g e.”

S h e  h a r dly s e e m e d  to  u n d e r s t a n d  t his, b u t  a n s w e r e d—

“The  s e e dling  o r  r oo tle t  would  b e  jus t  like
t h e  o rigin al pl a n t ,  if w e  did  no t  fro m  t h e  fir s t  con t rol
it s  g row t h  by m e a n s  of ou r  el ec t ric  fr a m e s.   Bu t
if you  will allow m e,  I will s how  you  to-m o r row  w h a t
I h ave  do n e  in my ow n  flow e r-b e d,  a n d  you  will h ave
oppo r t u ni ti es  of s e eing  af t e r w a r d s  how  ve ry m u c h  m o r e
is do n e  by a g ricul tu ris t s  wi th  m u c h  m o r e  tim e  a n d
m u c h  m o r e  po t e n t  el ec t rici tie s.”

“At a ny r a t e ,” I s aid,  “if I h a d
know n  you r  objec t,  you  c e r t ainly s ho uld  h ave  h a d  t h e
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flow e r s  for  w hich  you  riske d  so  m u c h:   a n d  if I
r e m ain  h e r e  t h r e e  d ays  long er, I p ro mis e  you  pl e n ty
of s p eci m e n s  for  you r  exp e ri m e n t .”

“You do  no t  m e a n  to  go  b ack  to  t h e  Ast ron a u t?”
s h e  a sk e d,  wi t h  a n  ai r  of a b solu t e  cons t e r n a tion.

“I h a d  no t  in t e n d e d  to  do  so,” I r e plie d,
“for  it s e e m s  to  b e  p e rfec tly s afe  u n d e r  you r
fa th e r’s s e al  a n d  you r  s t r in g e n t  laws  of p rop e r ty. 
Bu t  now, if t im e  p e r mi t,  I m u s t  g e t  t h e s e  flow e r s  to
w hich  you  t ell m e  I a m  so  d e e ply inde b t e d.”

“You a r e  ve ry kind,” r e t u r n e d  Eve e n a  e a r n e s tly,
“bu t  I e n t r e a t  you  no t  to  ve n t u r e  t h e r e  a g ain.  
I s hould  b e  u t t e rly mis e r a ble  w hile  you  w e r e  r u n nin g
s uc h  a  ri sk  a g ain,  a n d  for  s uc h  a  t rifle.”

“It  is no  s uc h  t e r rible  r i sk  to  m e ,  a n d  to  pl e a s e
you  is no t  q ui t e  a  t r ifle.   Besides ,  I ou g h t  to
d e s e rve  my p rize  b e t t e r  t h a n  I h ave  ye t  do n e.  
Bu t  you s e e m  to  h av e  so m e  e s p e ci al s pi t e  a g ains t  t h e
u nlucky vess el t h a t  b ro u g h t  m e  h e r e ;  a n d  t h a t ,”
I a d d e d,  s miling,  “se e m s  h a r dly g r a cious  in
a  b rid e  of a n  ho ur.”

“No, no!” s h e  m u r m u r e d,  evid e n tly m u c h
dis t r e s s e d;  “bu t  t h e  vess el t h a t  b ro u g h t  you
h e r e  m ay  t ak e  you a w ay.”

“I will no t  p ain  you  ye t  by  s aying  t h a t  I ho p e
it  m ay.  At all ev e n t s ,  it s h all no t  do  so  till
you  a r e  con t e n t  t h a t  it  s ho uld.”
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S h e  m a d e  no  a n s w er, a n d  s e e m e d  for  so m e  tim e  to  h e si t a t e ,
a s  if af r aid  o r  u n willing  to  s ay  so m e t hin g  w hich  ro s e
ir r e p r e s sibly to  h e r  lips.   A few p e r s u a sive  wo r d s,
how ever, e n co u r a g e d  h er, a n d  s h e  foun d  h e r  voice,
t hou g h  wi th  a  fal t e ring  a cc e n t ,  w hich  g r e a tly s u r p ris e d
m e  w h e n  I le a r n e d  a t  las t  t h e  p u r po r t  of h e r  r e q u e s t .

“I do  no t  u n d e r s t a n d,” s h e  s aid,  “you r
ide as  o r  cus to m s,  b u t  I know  t h ey a r e  diffe r e n t  fro m
ou r s .   I h ave  foun d  a t  lea s t  t h a t  t h ey  m a k e  you
m u c h  m o r e  indulg e n t  a n d  t e n d e r  to  wo m e n  t h a n  ou r  ow n;
a n d  I ho p e,  t h e r efo r e ,  you  will forgive  m e  if I a sk
m o r e  t h a n  I h ave  a ny righ t  to  do.”

“I could  s c a r c ely r efu s e  my b rid e’s fir s t
r e q u e s t ,  w h a t eve r  it  mig h t  b e .   Bu t  you r  h e si t a tion
a n d  you r  a pologie s  mig h t  m a k e  m e  fea r  t h a t  you a r e
a bo u t  to  a sk  so m e t hing  w hich  on e  o r  bo t h  of u s  m ay
wish  h e r e af t e r  h a d  n ei th e r  b e e n  a s k e d  no r  g r a n t e d.”

S h e  s till h e si t a t e d  a n d  fal t e r e d,  t ill I b e g a n  to
fancy t h a t  h e r  wis h  m u s t  h ave  a  m u c h  g r ave r  impor t
t h a n  I a t  fir s t  s u p pos e d.   Pe r h a p s  to  t r e a t  t h e
m a t t e r  ligh tly a n d  s po r tively wo uld  b e  t h e  cou r s e  m os t
likely to  e nco u r a g e  h e r  to  explain  it.

“Wh a t  is it,  c hild,” I a sk e d,  “which
you  t hink  t h e  s t r a n g e r  of a no t h e r  wo rld  m o r e  likely
to  g r a n t  t h a n  on e  of you r  ow n  r a c e ,  a n d  w hich  is so
ex t r av a g a n t ,  n eve r t h el e s s,  t h a t  you t r e m ble  to  a sk
it  eve n  fro m  m e ?   Is  it  too  m u c h  to  b e  bo u n d  no t
to  a p p e al  a g ain s t  m e  to  t h e  law, w hich  c a n no t  ye t
d e t e r min e  w h e t h e r  I a m  a  r e ali ty o r  a  fiction?  
Or  h ave  I p rove d  my a r m  a  li t tle  too  s u b s t a n ti al? 
M u s t  t h e  gi a n t  p ro mis e  no t  to  ex e rcis e  t h e  m a s c uline
p r e ro g a tive  of p hysical forc e  s afely conc e d e d  to  t h e
d w a rf?  Fi e,  Eve e n a!   I a m  al mos t  af r aid  to
touc h  you, les t  I s ho uld  h u r t  you  u n a w a r e s;  les t  t e n d e r n e s s
its elf s ho uld  t r a n s g r e s s  t h e  limit  of leg al c r u el ty,
a n d  do  g r ave  bodily h a r m  to  a  c r e a t u r e  so  m u c h  m o r e
like  a  fai ry t h a n  a  wo m a n!”
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“No, no!” s h e  expos t ula t e d,  no t  a t  a ll
r e cip roc a tin g  t h e  jes ting  ton e  in w hich  I s poke.  
“If you  would  cons e n t  to  give  s uc h  a  p ro mis e,
it  is jus t  on e  of t hos e  w e  s ho uld  wish  u n m a d e.  
H ow  could  I a sk  you  to  p ro mis e  t h a t  I m ay  b e h av e  a s
ill a s  I ple a s e?   I d a r e  s ay I s h all b e  frigh t e n e d
to  t e a r s  w h e n  you  a r e  a n g ry; b u t  I s h all n eve r  wis h
you  to  r e t ain  you r  a n g e r  r a t h e r  t h a n  ven t  i t a n d  forgive.  
The  p rove r b  s ays,  ‘Who p u nish e s  p a r do ns;  w ho
h a t e s  a w ai t s .’  N o,  p r ay  do  no t  pl ay wi th
m e;  I a m  so  m u c h  in e a r n e s t .   I know t h a t  I do n’t
u n d e r s t a n d  w h e r e  a n d  w hy you r  t ho u g h t s  a n d  w ays  a r e
so  u nlike  ou r s.   Bu t—b u t—I
t hou g h t—I fancie d—you s e e m e d
to  hold  t h e  ti e  b e t w e e n  m a n  a n d  wife  so m e t hin g  m o r e—fas t e r—m o r e
las ting—t h a n—ou r  con t r ac t  h a s
m a d e  it.”

“Ce r t ainly!  With  u s  it  las t s  for  life  a t
lea s t;  a n d  eve n  h e r e ,  w h e r e  it  m ay  b e  b roke n  a t  ple a s u r e ,
I s hould  no t  h av e  t hou g h t  t h a t ,  on  t h e  ve ry b rid al
eve,  t h e  coldes t  h e a r t  co uld  willingly look forw a r d
to  it s  di ssolu tion.”

S h e  w a s  too  innoc e n t  of s uc h  a  t ho u g h t—p e r h a p s
too m u c h  a b so r b e d  by h e r  ow n  p u r pos e—to
c a tc h  t h e  hin t  of u nju s t  r e p ro ac h.
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“Well, t h e n ,” s h e  s aid,  wi th  a  d e s p e r a t e
effo r t ,  in  a  voice  t h a t  t r e m ble d  b e t w e e n  t h e  fea r
of offending  by p r e s u m p tion  o r  ex ac tion,  a n d  t h e  d e si r e
to  give  u t t e r a n c e  to  h e r  wis h—“I w a n t
... will you s ay  t h a t—if by  t h a t  ti m e  you
do  no t  t hink  t h a t  I h ave  b e e n  too  faul ty, too  u n d e s e rving—t h a t
I s h all go  wi th  you  w h e n  you  q ui t  t his  wo rld?”
And, h e r  e a g e r n e s s  a t  la s t  ove r pow e rin g  h e r  s hyn es s,
s h e  looke d  u p  a nxiously in to  my  face.

We w holly misconc eived  e a c h  o th er.  S h e  d roop e d
in bi t t e r  di s a p poin t m e n t ,  mis t akin g  my  bl a nk  s u r p ris e
for  di sple a s u r e;  h e r  wor d s  b ro u g h t  ove r  my min d  a
r u s h  of t h a t  ho r ro r  wit h  w hich  I eve r  r e c all t h e  sc e n e s
I wi tn e s s e d  b u t  too  of t e n  a t  India n  fun e r als.

“Th a t ,  of cou r s e ,  will r e s t  wit h  you r s elf. 
Bu t  eve n  s ho uld  I h e r e af t e r  d e s e rve  a n d  win  s uc h  love
a s  would  p ro m p t  t h e  wish,  I t r u s t  you will n eve r  d r e a m
of c u t ting  s ho r t  you r  life  b e c a u s e—in t h e
o r din a ry cou r s e  of n a t u r e—mi n e  s ho uld  e n d
long  b efor e  t h e  t e r m  of you r s .”

H e r  face  a g ain  b righ t e n e d,  a n d  s h e  looke d  u p  m o r e
s hyly b u t  no t  les s  e a r n e s tly.

“I did  no t  m a k e  my m e a nin g  cle ar,” s h e
r e plied.   “I s pok e  no t ,  a s  my  fa th e r  so m e ti m e s
s p e a ks,  of le aving  t his  wo rld,  w h e n  h e  m e a n s  to  r e mind
u s  t h a t  d e a t h  is only a  d e p a r t u r e  to  a no t h e r;  t hou g h
t h a t  w a s,  no t  so  long  a go,  t h e  only m e a nin g  t h e  wo r d s
could  b e ar.  I w a s  t hinking  of you r  jou r n ey, a n d
I w a n t  you  to  t ak e  m e  wi th  you  w h e n  you  go.”

“You h av e  q ui t e  s e t t l e d  in you r  ow n  min d  t h a t
I s h all go!   And in t r u t h  you  h av e  no w  r e m ove d,
a s  you  yes t e r d ay c r e a t e d,  t h e  only obs t a cle.   If
you  wo uld  no t  go  wi th  m e,  I mig h t ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  give
you  u p,  h ave  give n  u p  t h e  w hole  p u r pos e  of my  e n t e r p ris e,
a n d  h ave  left  my  frien d s,  a n d  t h e  wo rld  fro m  w hich
I c a m e,  igno r a n t  w h e t h e r  i t h a d  eve r  b e e n  a cco m plish e d.  
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But  if you a cco m p a ny m e,  I s h all c e r t ainly t ry to  r e g ain
my  ow n  pla n e t .”

“The n,” s h e  s aid  ho p efully, b u t  h alf confide n tly,
“w h e n  you go,  if I h ave  no t  give n  you  c a u s e
of las ting  dis ple a s u r e ,  you  will t ak e  m e  wi th
you?  Mos t  m e n  do  no t  t hink  m u c h  of p ro mis es ,  e s p e ci ally
of p ro mis e s  m a d e  to  wo m e n;  b u t  I h ave  h e a r d  you  s p e ak
a s  if to  b r e ak  a  pligh t e d  wo r d  w e r e  a  t hin g  impossible.”

“I p ro mis e,” I r e t u r n e d  e a r n e s tly, ve ry
m u c h  m ove d  by a  p roof of r e al  affec tion  s uc h  a s  I
h a d  no  rig h t  to  exp ec t ,  a n d  c e r t ainly h a d  no t  a n ticipa t e d.  
“I give  you  t h e  wo r d  of on e  w ho  h a s  n eve r  lied,
t h a t  if, w h e n  t h e  ti m e  co m e s,  you  wis h  to  go  wit h
m e,  you  s h all.  Bu t  by t h a t  tim e,  you  will p rob a bly
h ave  a  b e t t e r  ide a  w h a t  a r e  t h e  d a n g e r s  you a r e  a s kin g
to  s h a r e .”

“Wh a t  c a n  t h a t  m a t t e r?” s h e  a n s w e r e d.  
“I s u p pos e  in al mos t  a ny c a s e  w e  s ho uld  e s c a p e
o r  die  tog e t h e r?   To leave  m e  h e r e  is to  inflic t
c e r t ainly, a n d  a t  onc e,  t h e  wo r s t  t h a t  c a n  possibly
b efall m e;  to  t ak e  m e  gives  m e  t h e  ho p e  of living
o r  dying  wi t h  you; a n d  eve n  if I w e r e  killed,  I s ho uld
b e  wi t h  you, a n d  feel t h a t  you w e r e  kind  to  m e ,  to
t h e  las t .”
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“I lit tle  t hou g h t ,” s aid  I, h e si t a tin g
long  for  so m e  exp r e s sion  of t e n d e r n e s s,  w hich  t h e
lang u a g e  of M a r s  r efu s es  to  fu r nis h,—“I
lit tle  t ho u g h t  to  find  in a  world  of w hich  s elfish n es s
s e e m s  to  b e  t h e  p a r a m o u n t  p rinciple,  a n d  t h e  a b s e n c e
of r e al  love  eve n  b e t w e e n  m a n  a n d  wo m a n  t h e  m o s t  p r evale n t
c h a r a c t e ris tic, a  wife  so  t r u e  to  t h e  b e s t  a n d  d e e p e s t
m e a nin g  of w e dlock.  S till le ss  could  I h ave  hop e d
to  find  s uc h  a  wife  in  on e  w ho  h a d  sc a r c ely s poke n
to  m e  tw e n ty-fou r  ho u r s  b efo r e  ou r  m a r ri a g e .  
If my  u n exa m ple d  a dv e n t u r e  h a d  h a d  no  o t h e r  r e w a r d—if
I h a d  c a r e d  no t hin g  for  t h e  t ri u m p h  of di scove rin g
a  n e w  wo rld  wi th  all it s  won d e r s—Eve e n a,
t his  discove ry alon e  is r e w a r d  in  full for  all my
s t u die s,  toils, a n d  p e rils.  For  all I h ave  don e
a n d  ri ske d  al r e a dy, for  all t h e  risks  of t h e  fu tu r e ,
I a m  t e nfold  r e p aid  in win nin g  you.”

S h e  looke d  u p  a t  t h e s e  wo r ds  wi th  a n  exp r e s sion  in
w hich  t h e r e  w a s  m o r e  of b e wilde r m e n t  a n d  inc r e d uli ty
t h a n  of s a ti sfac tion,  evide n tly touc h e d  by t h e  e a r n e s t n e s s
of my ton e,  b u t  s c a r c ely u n d e r s t a n din g  my wo r ds  b e t t e r
t h a n  if I h a d  s pok e n  in my ow n  ton g u e.   I t  wo uld
no t  b e  wo r t h  w hile  to  r e co r d  t h e  n ex t  ho u r’s
conve r s a tion;  I wo uld  only no t e  t h e  s t ron g  a n d  p ainful
imp r e s sion  it  left  u po n  my min d.   The r e  w a s  in
Eve e n a’s lan g u a g e  a n d  d e m e a no u r  a  t imidi ty—a
so r t  of t e n t a tive  fea rful ven t u ring  a s  on  d a n g e ro us
g ro u n d,  feeling  h e r  w ay, a s  it w e r e ,  in al mos t  eve ry
s e n t e n c e—w hich  could  no t  b e  w holly a t t r i bu t e d
to  t h e  s hyn e s s  of a  ve ry you n g  a n d  ve ry s u d d e nly w e d d e d
b rid e .   The r e  w a s  e no u g h  a n d  to  s p a r e  of t his
s hyn es s;  b u t  m o r e  of t h e  s h e e r  p hysical o r  n e rvous
fea r  of a  c hild  s u d d e nly left  in  h a n d s  w hos e  r e p u t e d
s eve ri ty h a s  t ho ro u g hly frigh t e n e d  h e r ;  no t  d a rin g
to  give  offenc e  by  silenc e ,  b u t  af r aid  a t  e a c h  wo r d
to  give  ye t  m o r e  fa t al  offenc e  in s p e akin g.   Long e r
exp e ri e nc e  of a  world  in w hich  eve n  t h e  fir s t  p a s sion
of love  is d evoid  of t e n d e r n e s s—in w hich
a s s e r t e d  e q u ali ty h a s  long  sinc e  d e p rived  wo m e n  of
t h a t  cl ai m  to  ind ulg e nc e  w hich  c a n  only r e s t  on  a cknowle d g e d
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w e a k n e s s—t a u g h t  m e  b u t  too  w ell t h e  m e a ning
of t his  fea rful, t r e m bling  a nxie ty to  pl e a s e ,  o r  r a t h e r
no t  to  offen d.   I s u p pos e  t h a t  eve n  a  b r u t al  m a s t e r
h a r dly like s  to  s e e  a  c hild  cow e r  in his  p r e s e nc e
a s  if cons t a n tly exp e c tin g  a  blow; a n d  t hi s  cow e rin g
w a s  so  evide n t  in  my  b rid e’s d e m e a no ur, t h a t ,
af t e r  t rying  for  a  cou ple  of ho u r s  to  co ax h e r  into
confide nc e  a n d  u n r e s e rve d  feminin e  flue ncy, I b e g a n
to  feel al mos t  imp a ti en t .   I t  w a s  for t u n a t e  t h a t ,
jus t  a s  my  ton e  involun t a rily b e t r aye d  to  h e r  q uick
a n d  w a t c hful e a r  so m e  s h a d e  of a n noya nc e,  jus t  a s
I c a u g h t  a  fu r tive  u p w a r d  gl a nc e  t h a t  s e e m e d  to  a sk
w h a t  e r ro r  s h e  h a d  co m mit t e d  a n d  how  it mig h t  b e  r e p ai r e d,
a  sc r a t c hing  on  t h e  doo r  s t a r tl e d  h er.  S h e  did
no t,  how ever, ven t u r e  to  di s e n g a g e  h e r s elf fro m  t h e
h a n d  w hich  now  h eld  h e r  ow n,  b u t  only m ove d  h alf-imp e r c e p tibly
a side  wi th  a  sligh t  q u e s tioning  look a n d  g e s t u r e ,
a s  if t a ci tly a sking  to  b e  r el e a s e d.   As I s till
h eld  h e r  fas t ,  s h e  w a s  silen t ,  t ill t h e  u n no tice d
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sc r a t c hin g  h a d  b e e n  t wo  o r  t h r e e  tim e s  r e p e a t e d ,  a n d
t h e n  h alf-w hisp e r e d,  “Sh all I t ell t h e m  to  co m e
in?” Whe n  I r el e a s e d  h er, t h e r e  a p p e a r e d  to
my  s u r p ris e  a t  h e r  c all, no  h u m a n  in t r u d er, b u t  on e
of t h e  a m b a u,  b e a rin g  on  a  t r ay  a  go ble t ,  w hich,  a s
h e  pl ac e d  it on  a  t a ble  b e sid e  u s ,  I p e r c eive d  to  con t ain
a  liquid  r a t h e r  diffe r e n t  fro m  a ny ye t  offe r e d  m e.  
The  p r e s e n c e  of t h e s e  m u t e  s e rva n t s  is g e n e r ally no
m o r e  h e e d e d  t h a n  t h a t  of ou r  c a t s  a n d  dogs; b u t  I
now  lea r n t  t h a t  M a r ti al  ide a s  of d elic acy forbid  t h e m,
eve n  a s  h u m a n  s e rv a n t s  would  b e  forbidd e n,  to  in t r u d e
u n a n no u nc e d  on  conjug al p rivacy.  Whe n  t h e  lit tl e
c r e a t u r e  h a d  d e p a r t e d,  I t a s t e d  t h e  liquid,  b u t  it s
flavou r  w a s  so  u n ple a s a n t  t h a t  I s e t  dow n  t h e  ves s el
im m e dia t ely.  Eve e n a ,  ho w ever, took it  u p,  a n d
d rinking  a  p a r t  of it, wi t h  a n  effo r t  to  con t rol t h e
g ri m ac e  of dislike  it  p rovoke d,  h eld  it  u p  to  m e  a g ain,
so  evide n tly exp ec ting  a n d  inviting  m e  to  s h a r e  it
t h a t  cou r t e sy p e r mi t t e d  no  fu r t h e r  d e m ur.  A s e con d
sign  o r  look, w h e n  I s e t  it  dow n  u n e m p tie d,  ind uc e d
m e  to  finish  t h e  d r a u g h t .   Reg a r din g  t h e  m a t t e r
a s  so m e  t rivial b u t  indisp e n s a ble  c e r e m o nial, I took
no  fu r t h e r  no tice  of i t; b u t ,  t h a nkful for  t h e  dive r sion
it  h a d  give n  to  my  t ho u g h t s,  con tinu e d  my  e n d e avou r s
to  soo t h e  a n d  e n co u r a g e  my  fai r  co m p a nion.   Afte r
a  few min u t e s  i t s e e m e d  a s  if s h e  w e r e  so m e w h a t  s u d d e nly
g aining  cou r a g e  a n d  co nfide nc e .   At t h e  s a m e  tim e
I mys elf b e c a m e  a w a r e  of a  m e n t al  effec t  w hich  I p ro m p tly
a s c rib e d  to  t h e  d r a u g h t .   N o r  w a s  I w ro n g.  
I t  con t ain e d  on e  of t hos e  d r u g s  w hich  I h ave  m e n tion e d;
so  r a r ely u s e d  in t his  ho us e  t h a t  I h a d  n eve r  b efo r e
s e e n  o r  t a s t e d  a ny of t h e m,  b u t  given,  a s  m a t t e r  of
cou r s e ,  on  a ny occ asion  t h a t  is s u p pos e d  to  involve
u n u s u al  a gi t a tion  o r  m a k e  a n  exc e p tion al  c all on  n e rves
o r  s pi ri t s.   Bu t  for  t h e  influe nc e  of t his  c u p
I s hould  s till h ave  wi th h eld  t h e  r e m a rk  w hich,  n eve r t h ele s s ,
I h a d  r e solved  to  m a k e  a s  soon  a s  I could  ho p e  to
do  so  wi thou t  a n noying  o r  al a r min g  Eve e n a.

“Are  you  af r aid  of m e ?” I a sk e d  so m e w h a t
a b r u p tly.  The  q u e s tion  m ay  h ave  s t a r tl e d  h er,
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b u t  I w a s  m o r e  s t a r tl ed  by t h e  a n s w er.

“Of cou r s e ,” s h e  s aid  in a  ton e  w hich
wo uld  h ave  b e e n  a b solu t ely m a t t e r  of fac t,  exce p t
t h a t  t h e  do u b t  evid e n tly s u r p ri se d  h er.  “Oug h t
I no t  to  b e  so?   Bu t  w h a t  m a d e  you a s k?   And
w h a t  h a d  I do n e  to  dis pl e a s e  you, jus t  b efo r e  t h ey
s e n t  u s  t h e  ’cou r a g e  c u p’?”

“I did  no t  m e a n  to  s how  a ny t hing  like  dis ple a s u r e,”
I r e plie d.   “But  I w a s  t hinking  t h e n ,  a n d
I m ay  t ell you  now, t h a t  you  r e min d  m e  no t  of t h e
wo m e n  of my ow n  E a r t h,  b u t  of p e t t e d  c hild r e n  s u d d e nly
t r a n sfe r r e d  to  a  h a r s h  sc hool.  You s p e ak  a n d
look like  s uc h  a  c hild, a s  if you  exp ec t e d  e ac h  m o m e n t
a t  le a s t  to  b e  s eve r ely scolde d,  if no t  b e a t e n ,  wi thou t
knowing  you r  faul t.”

“Not  ye t,” s h e  m u r m u r e d,  wi th  a  s mile
w hich  s e e m e d  to  m e  m o r e  p ainful t h a n  t e a r s  wo uld  h ave
b e e n.   “But  pl e a s e  do n’t s p e a k  a s  if
I s hould  fea r  a ny t hing  so  m u c h  a s  b eing  s cold e d  by
you.  We h ave  a  s aying  t h a t  ‘the  h a n d  m ay
b r uis e  t h e  skin,  t h e  to n g u e  c a n  b r e a k  t h e  h e a r t .’”

205



Page 125

“Tru e  e no u g h,” I s aid; “only on
E a r t h  i t is m o s tly wo m a n’s ton g u e  t h a t  b r e a ks
t h e  h e a r t ,  a n d  m e n  m u s t  no t  in r e t u r n  b r uis e  t h e  skin.”

“Why no t?” s h e  a sk e d.   “You
s aid  to  my m o t h e r  t h e  o t h e r  d ay t h a t  Arg a  (th e  fre tful
c hild of Es m o’s a do p tion) d e s e rve d  to  b e  b e a t e n.”

“Wom e n  a r e  s u p pos e d,” I a n s w e r e d,  “to
b e  a m e n a ble  to  milde r  influe nc e s;  a n d  a  m a n  m u s t  b e
d r u nk  o r  u t t e rly b r u t al  b efo r e  h e  could  d e al  h a r s hly
wi th  a  c r e a t u r e  so  g e n tl e  a n d  so  fr a gile  a s  you r s elf.”

“Don’t s poil m e ,” s h e  s aid,  wi th
a  p r e t ty  h alf-m o u r nful, h alf-playful gl a nc e .  “‘A
p e t t e d  b rid e  m a k e s  a n  u n h a p py wife.’  S u r ely
it  is no  t r u e  kind n e s s  to  t e m p t  u s  to  co u n t  on  a n
ind ulg e nc e  t h a t  c a n no t  las t .”

“The r e  is a m o n g  u s ,” I r ejoine d,  “a
s aying  a bo u t  ’br e aking  a  b u t t e rfly on  t h e  w h e el’—a s
if on e  s poke  of d riving  a w ay t h e  tiny bi r d s  t h a t  n e s tle
a n d  fee d  in you r  flow e r s  wi th  a  h a m m er.  To a p ply
you r  p rove r b s  to  you r s elf wo uld  b e  to  r e alis e  t his
p rove r b  of ou r s.   Ca n  you  no t  le t  m e  p e t  a n d  s poil
my  li t tl e  flowe r-bi rd  a t  le a s t  till I h av e  t a m e d  h er,
a n d  t r u s t  m e  to  ch a s tise  h e r  a s  soon  a s  s h e  s h all give
r e a son—if I c a n  find  a  t e n d ril o r  flow e r-s t e m
ligh t  e no u g h  for  t h e  p u r pos e?”

“Will you  p ro mis e  to  u s e  a  h a m m e r  w h e n  you wish
to  b e  rid  of h e r?” s aid  s h e ,  gla ncing  u p  for
on e  m o m e n t  t h ro u g h  h e r  d rooping  las h e s  wi t h  a  look
exa c tly a t t u n e d  to  t h e  mi n gle d  a r c h n e s s  a n d  p a t hos
of h e r  ton e.

CHAPTER XI — A COUNTRY DRIVE.
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Like  all M a r ti alis t s ,  I h a d  b e e n  a c c us to m e d  since
my  landing  to  w ak e  wi th  t h e  fir s t  ligh t  of d a w n; b u t
t h e  d r a u g h t ,  t ho u g h  it s  e a r li e r  effec t s  w e r e  a ny t hing
b u t  n a r co tic  o r  s t u pifying,  d e e p e n e d  a n d  p rolon g e d
my  sle e p .   I t  w a s  no t  t ill t h e  r ays  of s u nligh t
c a m e  cle a r  a n d  full t h rou g h  t h e  c rys t al  roof of t h e
p e ris tyle,  a n d  t h e  win dow  of ou r  b rid al c h a m b er, t h a t
my  eyes  u nclos e d.   The  fir s t  objec t  on  w hich  t h ey
op e n e d  s t a r tl ed  m e  in to  full w aking  r e collec tion.  
Exac tly w h e r e  t h e  s u n b e a m s  fell, jus t  wi thin  r e a c h
of my h a n d,  Eve e n a  s tood; t h e  lovelies t  c r e a t u r e  I
eve r  b e h eld,  a  minia t u r e  typ e  of faul tl es s  fe minin e
g r a c e  a n d  b e a u ty.  By t h e  s t a n d a r d  of Ter r e s t ri al
h u m a ni ty s h e  w a s  tiny r a t h e r  t h a n  s m all:  so  ligh t ,
so  p e rfec t  in p ro po r tion,  for m,  a n d  fe a t u r e s ,  so  a b solu t ely
b e a u tiful, so  exq uisi t ely d elica t e ,  a s  to  s u g g e s t
t h e  ide al Fai ry Qu e e n  r e alise d  in fles h  a n d  blood,
r a t h e r  t h a n  a ny p ro p e rly h u m a n  lovelines s.   In
t h e  t r a n s p a r e n t  d elicacy of a  co m plexion  r e s e m bling
t h a t  of a n  infan t  child  of t h e  fair e s t  a n d  m os t  t e n d e rly
n u r t u r e d  a m o n g  t h e  fines t  r a c e s  of E u ro p e,  in t h e  ide ally
p e rfec t  ou tline  of face  a n d  fea t u r e s—t h e
no ble  b u t  eve n  for e h e a d—t h e  s m oo t h,  s t r aigh t ,
cle a rly p e ncilled  eye b row s—t h e  la r g e  al mo n d-s h a p e d
eye s  a n d  d rooping  lids, wi t h  t h ei r  long,  d a rk,  sof t
fring e—t h e  lit tle  m o u t h  a n d  s m all, w hi t e ,
eve n  r e g ul a r  t e e t h—t h e  ro sy lips,  sligh tly
co m p r e s s e d,  s ave  w h e n  p a r t e d  in s p e e c h,  s mile,  o r  e a g e r
a t t e n tion—s h e  exhibi t e d  in t h ei r  m o s t  p e rf ec t
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b u t  by no  m e a n s  fulles t  d evelop m e n t  t h e  c h a r a c t e ris tics
of M a r ti al  p hysiogno my; o r  r a t h e r  t h e  c h a r a c t e ris tic
b e a u ty of a  fa mily in w hich  t h e  fine s t  t r ai t s  of t h a t
p hysiog no my a r e  u n mixed  wi th  a ny of it s  m e a n e r  o r  h a r s h e r
p ec ulia ri ti es.   The  h a n d s,  long,  sligh t ,  a n d  soft,
t h e  u n s a n d alled  fee t,  no t  les s  p e rfec tly s h a p e d,  could
only h ave  b elon g e d  to  t h e  c hild  of a n c e s to r s  w ho  for
m o r e  t h a n  a  h u n d r e d  g e n e r a tions  h ave  n eve r  know n  h a r d
m a n u al  toil, r o u g h  expos u r e ,  o r  d efo r ming,  c r a m pin g
cos t u m e;  eve n  a s  eve ry  d e t ail of h e r  b e a u ty bo r e  wi tn e s s
to  a n  im m e mo rial inh e ri t a nc e  of h e al t h  u n b rok e n  by
p hysical infir mi ty, u n dis t u r b e d  by violen t  p a s sions,
a n d  d evelop e d  by a n  a d mi r a ble  sys t e m  of p hysical a n d
m e n t al  di scipline  a n d  c ul tu r e .   The  a b s e nc e  of
veil a n d  sle eve s  lef t  visible  t h e  soft  ro u n d e d  a r m s
a n d  s houlde r s ,  in  w hos e  co m plexion  a  ting e  of p al e
ros e  s e e m e d  to  s hin e  t h ro u g h  a  skin  it s elf of t r a n sluc e n t
w hi t e;  t h e  s m all h e a d,  a n d  t h e  p e rfec tion  of t h e  sle n d e r
n eck,  wi th  t h e  s m oo t h  u n b rok e n  cu rve  fro m  t h e  e a r  to
t h e  a r m.   H e r  long  h air, fas t e n e d  only by  a  silve r
b a n d  wove n  in a n d  ou t  b e hin d  t h e  s m all r o u n d e d  e a r s,
fell a l mos t  to  h e r  kn e e;  a n d,  a s  i t c a u g h t  t h e  b rig h t
r ays  of t h e  m o r nin g  s u n,  I di sc e r n e d  for  t h e  fi r s t
ti m e  t h e  full b e a u ty of t h a t  tin g e  of gold  w hic h  va rie d
t h e  colou r  of t h e  rich,  sof t,  b row n  t r e s s e s.  
As h e r  s ex a r e  s eldo m  expos e d  to  t h e  cold  of t h e  nig h t
o r  t h e  mis t s ,  t h ei r  u n d e r clo t hing  is sligh t  a n d  clos e
fit ting.   Eve e n a’s t hin  ro b e,  of t h e  sim ples t
pos sible  for m—t wo wid e  s t r aigh t  pi ec es
of a  m a t e ri al lus t ro us  a s  s a tin  b u t  rivalling  t h e  fine s t
c a m b ric  in t ex tu r e  (line d  wi th  t h e  s a m e  fab ric  r eve r s e d),
s e w n  tog e t h e r  fro m  t h e  h e m  of t h e  ski r t  to  t h e  a r m,
a n d  fas t e n e d  a g ain  by  t h e  s ho uld e r  cl as p s—fell
p e rfec tly loos e  s ave  w h e r e  co m p r e s s e d  by t h e  zon e
o r  by  t h e  m ove m e n t s  of t h e  w e a r e r ;  a n d  w h e r e  so  co m p r e s s e d ,
d efin e d  t h e  ou tline s  of t h e  for m  a s  dis tinc tly a s  t h e
ligh t e s t  w e t  d r a p e ry of t h e  s t u dio.  H e r  d r e s s ,
in  s ho r t ,  a c hieved  in i ts  p u r e  sim plici ty all a t  w hich
t h e  a r ti s tic  skill of m a t ro ns ,  milline r s ,  a n d  m aid e ns
ai m s  in a  Pa risian  b all cos t u m e,  wit ho u t  a  s h a dow  of
t h a t  s u g g e s tive  im mo d e s ty fro m  w hich  b all cos t u m e s
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a r e  s eldo m  w holly fre e.   Exac tly r eve r sing  Ter r e s t ri al
p r a c tic e,  a  M a r ti al wife  r e s e rves  for  s t r ic t e s t  do m e s tic
p rivacy t h a t  u n d r e s s e d  full-d r e s s,  t h a t  fr a nk  r evel a tion
of h e r  b e a u ty, w hich  t h e  m a t ro ns  of London,  Pa ris,
o r  N e w  York t hink  exclusively a p p ro p ri a t e  to  t h e  m o s t
p u blic occ a sions.   Till now, w hile  s till e njoying
t h e  libe r ty allow e d  to  m aid e n s  in  t hi s  r e s p e c t ,  Eve e n a,
by t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t  of h e r  veil, h a d  alw ays  give n  to
h e r  cos t u m e  a  r e s e rve  w holly u n exc e p tion a ble,  eve n
a c co r din g  to  t h e  r ul e s  e nforc e d  by t h e  c us to m s  of
West e r n  E u ro p e  on  you n g  gi rls  no t  yet  p r e s e n t e d  in
t h e  m a r ri a g e  m a r k e t  of socie ty.  A n e w  exp r e s sion,
o r  on e,  a t  le a s t ,  w hich  I h a d  n eve r  b efo r e  s e e n  t h e r e ,
g ave  to  h e r  fac e  a  s t r a n g e  a n d  novel b e a u ty; t h e  b e a u ty,
I wis h  to  t hink,  of s hy, b u t  t r u e  h a p pin e s s; fel t,
it  m ay  b e ,  for  t h e  fi rs t  tim e,  a n d  soft e n e d,  I fear,
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by a  do u b t  of it s  possible  e n d u r a n c e  w hich  r e n d e r e d
it  a s  to uc hin g  a s  a t t r ac tive.   N eve r  w a s  t h e  sl ee p
eve n  of t h e  po e t  of t h e  Mi ds u m m e r  N i g h t’s
Drea m  visi t e d  by  a  lovelie r  vision—e s p e cially
lovely a s  t h e  soft  ro s e  blu s h  s uffus e d  h e r  c h e e ks  u n d e r
my  g aze  of a d mi r a tion  a n d  d eligh t .   S p ringin g
u p,  I c a u g h t  h e r  wi th  bo t h  h a n d s  a n d  d r e w  h e r  on  my
kn e e.   So m e  mi n u t e s  p a s s e d  b efo r e  ei t h e r  of u s
c a r e d  to  s p e ak.   P rob a bly a s  s h e  r e s t e d  h e r  h e a d
on  my  a r m  a n d  looke d  into  my  eye s,  e a c h  r e a d  t h e  o t h e r’s
c h a r a c t e r  m o r e  t r uly a n d  cle a rly t h a n  wo r ds  t h e  m o s t
fra nk  a n d  op e n  could  ev e r  e n a ble  u s  to  do.   I h a d
t a u g h t  h e r  las t  nig h t  a  few s u bs ti t u t e s  in  t h e  soft e s t
ton g u e  I kn e w  for  t hos e  wo r d s  of n a t u r al  t e n d e r n e s s
in w hich  h e r  lang u a g e  is sig n ally d eficie n t:  
t a u g h t  h e r  to  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e m,  c e r t ainly no t  to  u s e
t h e m,  for  it  w a s  long  b efor e  I co uld  eve n  ind uc e  h e r
to  a d d r e s s  m e  by n a m e.

“My fa th e r  b a d e  m e  yes t e r d ay,” s h e  s aid
a t  las t ,  “ask  you  in fu tu r e  to  w e a r  t h e  d r e s s
of ou r  p eo ple.   N o t  t h a t  you will b e  t h e  les s  a n
objec t  of a t t e n tion  a n d  wo n d er, b u t  t h a t  in r e t aining
a  dis tinc tion  w hich  d e p e n d s  e n ti r ely on  you r  ow n  c hoic e,
you  will s e e m  in t e n tion ally to  p r ef e r  you r  ow n  h a bi t s
to  ou r s .”

“I co m ply of co u r s e ,” I obs e rve d.  
“N a t u r ally t h e  d r e s s  of ev e ry cou n t ry  is b e s t
s ui t e d  to  it s  ow n  con di tions .   Yet I s ho uld  h ave
t hou g h t  t h a t  a  p r efe r e nc e  for  my  ow n  wo rld,  eve n  w e r e
it  w holly ir r a tion al, mig h t  s e e m  a t  le a s t  n a t u r al
a n d  p a r do n a ble.”

“People  do n’t,” s h e  a n s w e r e d  si m ply,
“like  a ny sign  of individu al  fancy o r  opinion.  
They do n’t like  a ny on e  to  s how  t h a t  h e  t hinks
t h e m  w ro n g  eve n  on  a  m a t t e r  of t a s t e .”

“I fear, t h e n ,  carissi ma , t h a t  I m u s t
b e  con t e n t  wi th  u n po p ula ri ty.  I m ay  w e a r  t h e
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cos t u m e  of you r  p eo ple; b u t  t h ei r  t hou g h t ,  t h ei r  con d uc t ,
t h ei r  inn e r  a n d  ou t e r  life, a s  you r  fa th e r  r e po r t s
t h e m,  a n d  a s  t h u s  fa r  I h ave  s e e n  t h e m,  a r e  to  m e
so  u n n a t u r al, t h a t  t h e  m o r e  I r e s e m ble  t h e m  ext e r n ally
t h e  m o r e  my u nlike n es s  in  all e ls e  is likely to  a t t r a c t
no tic e.   I a m  so r ry  for  t his,  b e c a u s e  wo m e n  a r e
by n a t u r e  p ro n e  to  judg e  eve n  t h ei r  n e a r e s t  a n d  d e a r e s t
by  t h e  s t a n d a r d  of fas hion,  a n d  to  ex ac t  fro m  m e n
al mos t  a s  clos e  a  confor mity to  t h a t  s t a n d a r d  a s  t h ey
t h e m s elves  dis play.  I fea r  you  will h ave  to  forgive
m a ny  h e r e si es  in my  con d uc t  a s  w ell a s  in my t ho u g h t s.”

“You c a n no t  s u p pos e,” s h e  a n s w e r e d  e a r n e s tly—s h e
s e e m e d  inc a p a ble  of a p p r e h e n ding  irony o r  jes t ,—“th a t
I s hould  wish  you  m o r e  like  o t h e r s  t h a n  you  a r e .  
Wh a t eve r  m ay h a p p e n  h e r e af t er, I s h all alw ays  feel
mys elf t h e  h a p pie s t  of wo m e n  in h aving  b elon g e d  to
on e  w ho  c a r e s  for  so m e t hing  b e sid e  hi m s elf, a n d  holds
eve n  life  ch e a p e r  t h a n  love.”  “I
ho p e  so,  carissi ma .  Bu t  in t h a t  m a t t e r
t h e r e  w a s  s c a r c ely m o r e  of love  t h a n  of c hoice.  
Wh a t  I did  for  you  I m u s t  h ave  do n e  no  les s  for  Zevle
[he r  sis t e r].  If I h a d  fea r e d  d e a t h  a s  m u c h  a s
t h e  Reg e n t  do e s ,  I co uld  no t  h ave  r e t u r n e d  alive  a n d
alon e.   My ven t u r e  in to infini t e  s p ac e  involved
pos sibili ti e s  of ho r ro r  m o r e  a p p alling  t h a n  t h e  m e r e
t e r ro r s  of d e a t h .   You a sk e d  of m e  a s  my  on e  b rid al
gift  le ave  to  s h a r e  it s  p e rils.  H o w  u n wo r t hy
of you s ho uld  I b e ,  if I did  no t  hold  t h e  poss e s sion
of Eve e n a ,  eve n  for  t h e  t wo  ye a r s  of h e r  p ro mis e,  w ell
wo r t h  dying  for!”
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The  m o r al  g ulf b e t w e e n  t h e  t wo  worlds  is wid e r  t h a n
t h e  m a t e ri al.  U t t e rly u n s elfish  a n d  t r u s tful,
Eve e n a  w a s  al mos t  p ain e d  to  b e  r e min d e d  t h a t  t h e  s e rvice
s h e  so  ex t r av a g a n tly ove r p rized  w a s  r e n d e r e d  to  h e r
s ex  r a t h e r  t h a n  h e r s elf; w hile  ye t  m o r e  d e e ply g r a tified,
t hou g h  s till h alf inc r e d ulous,  by t h e  co m m o n plac e  t h a t
p r efe r r e d  love  to  life.  I h a d  ye t  to  le a r n,  ho w ever,
t h a t  Eve e n a’s n a t u r e  w a s  a s  u t t e rly s t r a n g e
in h e r  ow n  wo rld  a s  t h e  ide a s  in w hich  s h e  w a s  e d u c a t e d
wo uld  s e e m  in mi n e.

I left  h e r  for  a  few min u t e s  to  d r e s s  for  t h e  fi r s t
ti m e  in t h e  cos t u m e  w hic h  Es mo’s c a r e  h a d  p rovide d.  
The  single  u n d e r-ves t m e n t  of sof t e s t  hid e ,  clos ely
fit ting  fro m  n eck  to  kn e e s ,  is of all g a r m e n t s  t h e
b e s t  a d a p t e d  to  p r e s e rve  n a t u r al  w a r m t h  u n d e r  t h e  r a pid
a n d  ex t r e m e  c h a n g e s  of t h e  ext e r n al a t m os p h e r e .  
The  ou t e r  g a r b  consis t e d  of blous e  a n d  t rou s e r s ,  wove n
of a  fab ric  in w hich  a  fine  w a r p  of m e t allic lus t r e
w a s  c ros s e d  by a  s t ro n g  silke n  w ef t,  giving  t h e  effec t
of a  di a p e r e d  sc a rle t  a n d  silve r;  bo t h  fas t e n e d  by
t h e  b el t ,  a  b ro a d  g r e e n  s t r a p  of so m e  s p e ci e s  of le a t h er,
cla s p e d  wi th  gold.   M a sc uline  d r e s s  is s eldo m
b rillian t ,  a s  is t h a t  of t h e  wo m e n,  b u t  conve nien t
a n d  co mfo r t a ble  b eyon d  a ny o t h er, a n d  g e n e r ally h a n d so m e
a n d  el e g a n t .   The  on e  p a r t  of t h e  cos t u m e  w hich
I could  n eve r  a p p rove  is t h e  s a n d al, w hic h  leaves
t h e  fee t  expos e d  to  d u s t  a n d  cold.   Rejoining  my
b rid e ,  I s aid—

“I h ave  h a d  no  op po r t u ni ty of s e ein g  m u c h  of
t his  cou n t ry, a n d  I fancy fro m  w h a t  I h ave  s e e n  of
fe minin e  s eclu sion  t h a t  a n  exc u r sion  wo uld  b e  a s  m u c h
a  holiday t r e a t  to  you a s  to  mys elf.  If you r  fa t h e r
will lend  u s  his  c a r ria g e,  wo uld  you  like  to  a cco m p a ny
m e  to  on e  o r  t wo  pl ac e s  Kevim a  h a s  d e sc rib e d  no t  fa r
fro m  t his,  a n d  w hic h  I a m  a nxious  to  visit?”

S h e  b e n t  h e r  h e a d,  b u t  did  no t  a n s w e r;  a n d  fancying
t h a t  t h e  p ro pos al w a s  no t  a g r e e a ble  to  h er, I a d d e d—
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“If you  p r efe r  to  s p e n d  ou r  lit tle  r e m aining
ti m e  h e r e  wi th  you r  m o t h e r  a n d  sis t er, I will a sk
you r  b ro t h e r  to  a cco m p a ny m e,  t ho u g h  I a m  s elfishly
u n willing  to  p a r t  wi th  you to-d ay.”

S h e  looke d  u p  for  a  m o m e n t  wi t h  a n  ai r  of p ain  a n d
p e r plexity, a n d  a s  s h e  t u r n e d  a w ay I s a w  t h e  t e a r s
g a t h e r  in h e r  eye s.

“Wh a t  is  t h e  m a t t e r?” I a sk e d,
s u r p ris e d  a n d  p uzzled  a s  on e  on  E a r t h  w ho  t ri e s  to
ple a s e  a  wo m a n  by offe rin g  h e r  h e r  ow n  w ay, a n d  finds
t h a t ,  so  offe r e d ,  it is t h e  las t  t hin g  s h e  c a r e s  to
h ave.   I t  did  no t  occ u r  to  m e  t h a t ,  eve n  in t r ifles,
a  M a r ti al wife  n eve r  d r e a m s  t h a t  h e r  t a s t e  o r  wis h
c a n  signify, o r  b e  co ns ul t e d  w h e r e  h e r  lord  h a s  a
p r efe r e n c e  of his  ow n.   To invit e  ins t e a d  of co m m a n ding
h e r  co m p a nions hip  w a s  u n u s u al; to  wi th d r a w  t h e  exp r e s sion
of my ow n  wis h,  a n d  bid  h e r  d ecide  for  h e r s elf, w a s
in Eve e n a’s eye s  to  m a rk  for m ally a n d  d elibe r a t ely
t h a t  I did  no t  c a r e  for  h e r  socie ty.

“Wh a t  h ave  I do n e,” s h e  fal t e r e d,  “to
b e  so  p u nis h e d?   I h ave  no t ,  s ave  t h e  d ay b efor e
yes t e r d ay, left  t h e  ho u s e  t his  ye a r;  a n d  you  offe r
m e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  of pl e a s u r e s  only to  s n a t c h  it  a w ay
t h e  n ex t  m o m e n t.”
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“N ay, Eve e n a!” I a n s w e r e d.   “If
I h a d  no t  told  you, you  m u s t  know  t h a t  I c a n no t  b u t
wish  for  you r  co m p a ny; b u t  by  you r  silenc e  I fancie d
you  dislike d  my  p ro pos al, ye t  did  no t  like  to  d e cline
it.”

The  exp r e s sion  of s u r p ris e  a n d  p e r pl exity in h e r  fac e,
t hou g h  h alf p a t h e tic, s e e m e d  so  co mical t h a t  I wi th
difficul ty s u p p r e s s e d  a  lau g h,  b ec a u s e  for  h e r  it
w a s  evide n tly no  laug hing  m a t t er.  Afte r  giving
h e r  t im e,  a s  I t ho u g h t ,  to  r ecove r  h e r s elf, I s aid—

“Well, I s u p pos e  w e  m ay  now  join t h e m  a t  t h e
m o r nin g  m e al?”

So m e t hin g  w a s  s till w ro n g,  t h e  clue  to  w hich  I g a t h e r e d
by obs e rving  h e r  s hy gl a nc e  a t  h e r  h e a d-d r e s s  a n d
veil.

“M us t  you  w e a r  t hos e?” I a s k e d—a
q u e s tion  w hich  g ave  h e r  so m e  s uc h  im p e rfec t  clu e  to
my  t hou g h t s  a s  I h a d  foun d  to  h e r s .

“How foolish  of m e ,” s h e  s aid,  s miling,
“to forg e t  ho w  lit tl e  you  c a n  know  of ou r  cus to m s!  
Of cou r s e  I m u s t  w e a r  my veil a n d  sl eeves;  b u t  to-d ay
you  m u s t  p u t  on  t h e  veil, a s  you  r e m ove d  it la s t  nigh t .”

The  a w kw a r d n e s s  wi th  w hic h  I p e rfo r m e d  t his  d u ty h a d
its  effec t  in  a m u sing  a n d  c h e e ring  h e r;  a n d  t h e  look
of h a p pin es s  a n d  t r u s t  h a d  co m e  b a ck  to  h e r  cou n t e n a nc e
b efo r e  t h e  veil conc e al ed  it.

I m a d e  my r e q u e s t  to  Es mo, w ho  a n s w e r e d,  wi th  so m e
a m u s e m e n t—

“Eve ry ho us e  like  ou r s  h a s  fro m  six to  a  doz e n
la rg e r  o r  ligh t e r  c a r r ia g e s.   Of cou r s e  t h ey  cos t
no t hing  s ave  t h e  o riginal p u r c h a s e .   They las t
for  h alf a  life tim e,  a n d  a r e  no t  cos tly a t  t h e  ou t s e t .  
Bu t  I h av e  n e w s  for  you  w hich,  I ven t u r e  to  t hink,
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will b e  a s  lit tl e  a g r e e a ble  to  you a s  to  ou r s elves.  
Your  jou r n ey m u s t  b e gin  to mo r row, a n d  t his,  t h e r efo r e,
is t h e  only oppo r t u ni ty you  will h av e  for  s uc h  a n
exc u r sion  a s  you  p ropos e.”

“The n,” I s aid,  “will Eve e n a  s till
wish  to  s h a r e  i t?”

Eve n  h e r  m o t h e r’s face  s e e m e d  to  a sk  w h a t  in
t h e  wo rld  t h a t  could  m a t t e r ;  b u t  a  m ove m e n t  of t h e
d a u g h t e r’s veiled  h e a d  r e min d e d  m e  t h a t  I w a s
blu n d e rin g;  a n d  p r e s sing  h e r  li t tl e  h a n d  a s  s h e  lay
b e side  m e ,  I took h e r  co m plianc e  for  g r a n t e d .

The  m o r ning  mis t  h a d  give n  pl ac e  to  ho t  b righ t  s u n s hine
w h e n  w e  s t a r t e d .   At fi r s t  ou r  r o a d  lay b e t w e e n
e nclos u r e s  like  t h a t  w hich  s u r ro u n d e d  Es mo’s
d w elling.

P r e s e n tly t h e  line s  w e r e  b rok e n  h e r e  a n d  t h e r e  by
s uc h  fields  a s  I h a d  s e e n  in  d e sc e n din g  fro m  Asnyc a;
so m e  filled  wi th  c ro ps  of h u m a n  food, so m e  with  a r tificial
p a s t u r e s,  in w hich  U nicor n s  o r  o th e r  c r e a t u r e s  w e r e
fee din g.   I s a w  al so  m o r e  t h a n  on e  field  w h e r ein
t h e  carv e e  w e r e  w e e ding  o r  g a t h e ring  frui t,
piling  t h ei r  b u r d e n s  in ei t h e r  c a s e  a s  soon  a s  t h ei r
b e a ks  w e r e  full in to  b a g s  o r  b a sk e t s .   Poin ting
ou t  to  Eve e n a  t h e  s t r iking  diffe r e nc e  of colou r  b e t w e e n
t h e  cul tiva t e d  fields  a n d  g a r d e n s  a n d  t h e  woods  o r
n a t u r al  m e a do w s  on  t h e  m o u n t ain  side s,  I le a r n e d  fro m
h e r  t h a t  t his  dis tinc tion  is eve ryw h e r e  p e r c e p tible
in M a r s .   N a t u r al  objec t s ,  pl a n t s  o r  a ni m als,
r ocks  a n d  soil, a r e  for  t h e  m os t  p a r t  of di m m er, fain t er,
o r  d a rk e r  tin t s  t h a n  on  E a r t h;  p ro b a bly owing  to  t h e
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m u c h  less  in t e n s e  ligh t  of t h e  S u n;  p a r tly, p e r h a p s ,
to  t h a t  a b so r p tion  of t h e  blu e  r ays  by  t h e  a t m os p h e r e ,
w hich  di minish e s ,  I s u p pos e,  eve n  t h a t  ligh t  w hich
a c t u ally r e a c h e s  t h e  pl a n e t .   Bu t  u n c ul tiva t e d
g ro u n d,  exc e p t  on  t h e  m o u n t ain s  a bove  t h e  o r din a ry
r a n g e  of c rops  o r  p a s t u r e s ,  s c a r c ely exis t s  in  t h e
b el t  of E q u a to ri al con tin e n t s;  t h e  t u rf  it s elf, like
t h e  h e r b a g e  o r  frui t  s h r u b s  in t h e  fields,  is a r tificial,
con sis ting  of pl a n t s  d ev elop e d  t h ro u g h  long  a g e s  in to
for m s  u t t e rly u nlike  t h e  n a t ive  o riginal by t h e  skill
a n d  ing e n ui ty of m a n.   Even  t h e  g r e a t  frui t  t r e e s
h ave  u n d e r go n e  m a t e ri al  c h a n g e,  no t  only in t h e  size,
flavour, a n d  a p p e a r a n c e  of t h e  frui t s  t h e m s elves,
w hich  h ave  b e e n  t h e  im m e dia t e  objec t  of c a r e ,  b u t ,
p ro b a bly t h ro u g h  so m e  n a t u r al co r r el a tion  b e t w e e n,
t h e  diffe r e n t  o rg a n s ,  in t h e  for m  a n d  colou r  of t h e
foliag e ,  t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t  of t h e  b r a n c h e s ,  a n d  t h e
g row t h  of t h e  t r u nk,  all of w hich  a r e  m u c h  m o r e  r e g ular,
a n d,  so  to  s p e ak,  m o r e  p e rfec t ,  t h a n  is t h e  c a s e  ei t h e r
h e r e  o r  on  E a r t h  wi th  t hos e  left  to  t h e  con t rol of
N a t u r e  a n d  locality, o r  t h e  effec t s  of t h e  n a t u r al
co m p e ti tion,  w hich  is in it s  w ay p e r h a p s  a s  ke e n  a m o n g
pla n t s  a n d  a ni m als  a s  a m o n g  m e n.   M a r ti alis t s  h ave
t h e  s a m e  d eligh t  in  b rig h t  colou r s  a s  Orie n t al s, wi t h
fa r  g r e a t e r  t a s t e  in s elec tion  a n d  co m bin a tion; a n d
t h e  favou ri t e  h u e s  no t  only of t h ei r  flowe r s ,  t a m e
bi r d s,  fishe s,  a n d  q u a d r u p e d s,  b u t  of pl a n t s  in w hos e
c ul tiva tion  u tili ty h a s  b e e n  t h e  p ri m a ry  objec t ,  con t r a s t
sign ally, a s  I h ave  s aid,  wi th  t h e  d ull tin t s  of t h e
u n do m e s tica t e d  flor a  a n d  faun a,  of w hich  co m p a r a tively
sc a n ty r e m n a n t s  w e r e  visible  h e r e  a n d  t h e r e  in t his
rich  cou n t ry.

P r e s e n tly w e  c a m e  wit hin  sig h t  of t h e  river, ove r
w hich  w a s  a  single  b rid g e,  for m e d  by w h a t  mig h t  b e
c alle d  a  t u b e  of m e t al  b uil t  in to  s t ron g  w alls  on
ei t h e r  b a nk.   In  fac t,  how ever, t h e  sides  w e r e
of op e n  wo rk,  a n d  only t h e  roof a n d  floor  w e r e  solid. 
The  rive r  a t  t his, its  n a r row e s t  poin t,  w a s  p e r h a p s
a  fu rlong  in b r e a d t h,  a n d  it  w a s  no t  wi thou t  ins tinc tive
u n e a sin e s s  t h a t  I t r u s t e d  to  t h e  s ec u ri ty of a  single
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piec e  of m e t al  s p a n ning,  wi tho u t  eve n  t h e  s t r e n g t h
affor d e d  by t h e  for m  of t h e  a r c h,  so  g r e a t  a  s p a c e.

The  firs t  objec t  w e  w e r e  to  visi t  lay a t  so m e  dis t a nc e
dow n  t h e  s t r e a m.   As w e  a p p ro ac h e d  t h e  poin t,
w e  p a s s e d  a  plac e  w h e r e  t h e  rive r  wid e n e d  consid e r a bly. 
The  m ain  ch a n n el  in  t h e  c e n t r e  w a s  ke p t  cle a r  a n d
d e e p  to  affo rd  a n  u nin t e r r u p t e d  cou r s e  for  n avig a tion;
b u t  on  ei th e r  sid e  w e r e  rocks  t h a t  b rok e  t h e  rive r
in to  pools  a n d  s h allows, s uc h  a s  h e r e ,  no  les s  t h a n
on  E a r t h,  for m  t h e  favou ri t e  h a u n t s  o r  s p a w ning  pl ac es
of t h e  fish.   In  so m e  of t h e  les s e r  pools  bi rd s
la rg e r  t h a n  t h e  s to rk,  b e a ring  u n d e r  t h e  t h ro a t  a n
exp a n sible  b a g  like  t h a t  of t h e  p elica n,  w e r e  s e ekin g
for  p r ey.  They w e r e  w a tc h e d  a n d  di r e c t e d  by a
m a s t e r  on  t h e  s ho r e,  a n d  c a r ri e d  to  a  s q u a r e  t a nk,
fixed  on  a  w h e ele d  fr a m e  no t  u nlike  t h a t  of t h e  o rdin a ry
c a r ri a g e,  w hic h  a cco m p a nie d  hi m,  e a c h  fish  t h ey  took. 
I obs e rve d  t h a t  t h e  la t t e r  w e r e  c a r efully s eize d,
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with  t h e  le as t  pos sible  violenc e  o r  inju ry, plac e d
by a  je rk  h e a d-dow n mos t  in t h e  t h ro a t-b a g,  w hich,  t hou g h
w h e n  e m p ty it w a s  sc a r c ely p e r c e p tible,  would  con t ain
p r ey  of ve ry consid e r a ble  size  a n d  w eigh t,  a n d  a s
c a r efully dis go rg e d  in to  t h e  t a nk.   In  on e  of t h e
m os t  ex t e nsive  pools,  too  d e e p  for  t h e s e  bi r d s,  a  cou ple
of m e n  h a d  s p r e a d  a  so r t  of n e t ,  no t  u nlike  t hos e
u s e d  on  E a r t h,  b u t  for m e d  of t wis t e d  m e t al  t h r e a d s
wi th  ve ry n a r ro w  m e s h e s ,  e n closing  t h e  w hole  pool,
a  s p a c e  of p e r h a p s  so m e  4 0 0  s q u a r e  ya r ds .   In  t h e
c e n t r e  of t his  a n  elec t ric  la m p  w a s  le t  dow n  in to
t h e  w a t er, so m e  fee t  b elow t h e  s u rf ac e.   The  fish
c row d e d  tow a r d s  it, a n d  a  s u d d e n  s hock  of elec t rici ty
t r a n s mi t t e d  t h ro u g h  t h e  m e s h e s  of t h e  n e t ,  a s  w ell
a s  fro m  t h e  wi r e s  of t h e  la m p  ci rcui t ,  s t u n n e d  for
a  few min u t e s  all life  wi t hin  t h e  e nclos u r e .  
The  fish  t h e n  floa t e d  on  t h e  s u rf ac e,  t h e  n e t  w a s
d r a w n  tog e t h er, a n d  t h ey  w e r e  collec t e d  a n d  so r t e d;
so m e  w hich,  a s  I af t e r w a r d s  le a r n e d,  w e r e  r e q ui r e d
for  b r e e ding,  b ein g  c a r efully a n d  s e p a r a t ely p r e s e rve d
in a  s m alle r  t a nk,  t hos e  fit  for  food  c a s t  in to  t h e
la rg e r  on e ,  t hos e  too  s m all for  t h e  on e  p u r pos e  a n d
no t  n e e d e d  for  t h e  o th e r  b ein g  t h ro w n  b a ck  in to  t h e
w a t er.  I no t e d,  how ever, t h a t  m a ny  fish  a p p a r e n tly
valu a ble  w e r e  a m o n g  t hos e  t h u s  r ej ec t e d.   I s pok e
to  on e  of t h e  fish e r m e n,  w ho,  r e g a r din g  m e  wi th  g r e a t
s u r p ris e  a n d  cu riosi ty, a t  las t  a n s w e r e d  b ri efly t h a t
a  s t ri ng e n t  law forbids  t h e  c a t c hing  of s p a w nin g  fish
exc e p t  for  b r e e ding  p u r pos es .   Thos e,  t h e r efo r e,
for  w hich  t h e  s e a son  w a s  clos e-tim e  w e r e  inva ria bly
s p a r e d .

In  s e a-fishing  a  m u c h  la r g e r  n e t ,  so m e ti m e s  e nclosing
m o r e  t h a n  1 0,00 0  s q u a r e  ya r d s,  is e m ploye d.   This
fishing  is con d uc t e d  chiefly a t  nig h t ,  t h e  elec t ric
la m p  b ein g  t h e n  m u c h  m o r e  effec tive  in a t t r a c ting  t h e
p r ey, a n d  low e r e d  only a  few inch es  b elow t h e  s u rfac e .  
M a ny la rg e  d e s t r uc tive  c r e a t u r e s ,  u nfi t  for  food,
g e n e r ally of a  n a t u r e  in t e r m e dia t e  b e t w e e n  fish  a n d
r e p tile s,  h a u n t  t h e  s e a s.   I t  is h eld  u n wis e  to
ex t e r min a t e  t h e m,  since  t h ey do  t h ei r  p a r t  in k e e pin g
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dow n  a n  im m e n s e  va rie ty of s m alle r  c r e a t u r e s ,  noxious
for  on e  r e a so n  o r  a no t h er, a n d  al so  in  cle a ring  t h e
w a t e r  fro m  c a r rion  a n d  m a s s e s  of s e a w e e d  w hich  mi g h t
o th e r wise  t ain t  t h e  ai r  of t h e  s e a-co as t s ,  e s p e ci ally
n e a r  t h e  m o u t h s  of la r g e  t ro pical r ive r s.   Bu t
t h e s e  s e a-m o n s t e r s  d evou r  e no r mo us  q u a n ti tie s  of fish,
a n d  t h e  h u n t e r s  a p poin t e d  to  d e al  wi th  t h e m  a r e  ins t r uc t e d
to  limi t  t h ei r  n u m b e r s  to  t h e  mi nim u m  r e q ui r e d.  
Their  ave r a g e  inc r e a s e  is to  b e  d e s t roye d  e ac h  ye ar. 
If a t  a ny ti m e  it a p p e a r  t h a t ,  for  w h a t eve r  c a u s e ,
t h e  to t al  n u m b e r  lef t  alive  is falling  off, t h e  c hief
of t his  s e rvice  s u s p e n d s  it  p a r ti ally o r  w holly a t
his  disc r e tion.
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We now  c a m e  to  t h e  e n t r a n c e  of a  vas t  e n clos u r e  bo r d e ring
on  t h e  river, t h e  g r e a t e s t  fish-b r e e ding  e s t a blish m e n t
on  t hi s  con tin e n t ,  o r  ind e e d  in t his  wo rld.   On e
of it s  m a n a g e r s  cou r t eou sly s how e d  m e  ove r  it.  
I t  is no t  n e c e s s a ry  min u t ely to  d e s c ribe  it s  a r r a n g e m e n t s,
fro m  t h e  s p a w nin g  po n d s  a n d  t h e  h a t c hing  t a nks—t h e
la t t e r  con t ain e d  in a  h u g e  b uilding,  w hos e  t e m p e r a t u r e
is p r e s e rve d  wit h  t h e  u t m os t  c a r e  a t  t h e  r a t e  foun d
b e s t  s ui t e d  to  t h e  ova—to  t h e  m ul ti t u d e
of s t r e a m s,  po n d s,  a n d  lakes  in  w hic h  t h e  diffe r e n t
kinds  of fish  a r e  ke p t  d u ring  t h e  s eve r al  s t a g e s  of
t h ei r  exis t e nc e .   The  t a sk  of t h e  b r e e d e r s  is
m u c h  facili t a t e d  by t h e  fac t  t h a t  t h e  s e a s  of M a r s
a r e  no t,  like  ou r s ,  s al t ; a n d  t hou g h  s e a  a n d  rive r
fish  a r e  al mos t  a s  dis tinc t  a s  on  E a r t h ,  e ac h  kind
h aving  its  ow n  h a bi t a t ,  w hos e  con di tions  a r e  c a r efully
r e p ro d u c e d  in t h e  b r e e ding  o r  fee ding  r e s e rvoi r s,  t h e
s a m e  kind  of w a t e r  s ui t s  all alike.   I t  is n ec e s s a ry,
how ever, to  ke e p  t h e  fishe s  of t ropic al s e a s  a n d  s t r e a m s
in w a t e r  of a  ve ry diffe r e n t  t e m p e r a t u r e  fro m  t h a t
s ui t e d  to  o th e r s  b ro u g h t  fro m  a r c tic  o r  s u b-a r c tic
clim a t e s;  a n d  t his ,  like  eve ry o t h e r  poin t  affec ting
t h e  n a t u r al  p e c ulia ri ties  a n d  h a bi t s  of t h e  fish,
is a t t e n d e d  to  wit h  mi n u t e  a n d  a c c u r a t e  c a r e .  
The  skill a n d  scie nc e  b ro u g h t  to  b e a r  on  t h e  t a sk
of b r e e din g  a cco m plish  t his  a n d  m u c h  m o r e  difficul t
op e r a tions  wit h  m a rv ellous  e a s e  a n d  c e r t ain ty.

On  on e  of t h e  b uildings  I obs e rve d  on e  of t h e  m o s t
r e m a rk a ble,  la rg e s t ,  a n d  m os t  co m ple t e  ti m e piec es
I h a d  ye t  s e e n;  a n d  I h a d  on  t his  occ a sion  a n  op po r t u ni ty
of exa mining  it  clos ely.  The  di al w a s  oblong,
e nclos e d  in  a  c a s e  of cle a r  t r a n s p a r e n t  c rys t al, so m e w h a t
r e s e m bling  in  for m  t h e  op e n  po r tion  of a  m e r c u rial
b a ro m e t er.  At t h e  top  w e r e  t h r e e  ci rcles  of diffe r e n t
colou r s ,  divide d  by t w elve  e q uidis t a n t  lines  r a di a ting
fro m  t h e  c e n t r e s  a n d  s u b divide d  a g ain  a n d  a g ain  by
t h e  s a m e  n u m b er.  Exac tly a t  t h e  u p p e r m os t  poin t
of e a c h  w a s  a  golde n  indica tor.  On e  of t h e s e
ci rcles  m a rk e d  t h e  t e m p e r a t u r e ,  g r a d u a t e d  fro m  t h e
low es t  to  t h e  high es t  d e g r e e  eve r  know n  in t h a t  la ti t u d e .  
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Anot h e r  indic a t e d  t h e  di r ec tion  of t h e  wind,  w hile
t h e  d e p t h  of colou r  in  t h e  ci rcle  it s elf, g r a d u a t e d
in a  m a n n e r  c a r efully explain e d  to  m e ,  b u t  my  no t e s
of w hich  a r e  los t ,  s how e d  t h e  exac t  force  of t h e  a t m os p h e ric
c u r r e n t .   The  t hi rd  s e rve d  t h e  p u r pos e  of a  b a ro m e t er. 
A colou r e d  b a n d  im m e dia t ely b elow indica t e d  by  t h e
va ri a tions  of tin t  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  co ming  w e a t h er. 
This  b a n d  s t r e t c h e d  righ t  a c ro ss  t h e  face;  b elow it
w e r e  figu r e s  indica ting  t h e  d ay of t h e  ye ar. 
The  ce n t r al  po r tion  of t h e  face  w a s  occ u pie d  by a
la rg e r  ci rcle,  h alf-g r e e n  a n d  h alf-bl ack; t h e  for m e r
po r tion  r e p r e s e n tin g  t h e  colou r  of t h e  d ayligh t  sky,
t h e  la t t e r  e m ble m a tic  of nig h t .   On  t his  ci rcle
t h e  S u n  a n d  t h e  pl a n e t s  w e r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  by  figu r e s
w hos e  m ove m e n t  s how e d  ex ac tly t h e  a c t u al  plac e  of e a c h
in t h e  cele s ti al  s p h e r e .   The  two  Moons  w e r e  al so
figu r e d ,  t h ei r  p h a s e s  a n d  posi tion  a t  e a c h  m o m e n t
b ein g  a cc u r a t ely p r e s e n t e d  to  t h e  eye.   Aroun d
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t his  ci rcle  w a s  a  n a r ro w  b a n d  divide d  in to s t r ips  of
diffe r e n t  leng t h  of va rious  colou r s,  e a c h  r e p r e s e n ting
on e  of t h e  p e c ulia r  divisions  of t h e  M a r ti al d ay;
t h a t  poin t  w hich  c a m e  u n d e r  t h e  golde n  indic a to r  s howing
t h e  z y da  a n d  t h e  exac t  m o m e n t  of t h e  z y da ,
w hile  t h e  m ove m e n t  of t h e  inn e r  ci rcle  fixed  wi t h
e q u al  a cc u r a cy t h e  p e riod  of d ay o r  nigh t.   Below
w e r e  o t h e r  ci rcle s  fro m  w hich  t h e  obs e rve r  could  lea r n
t h e  a m o u n t  of m ois t u r e  in  t h e  a t m os p h e r e ,  t h e  in t e n si ty
of t h e  s u nligh t,  a n d  t h e  elec t ric  t e n sion  a t  t h e  m o m e n t .  
E a c h  of t h e  six s m alle r  ci rcles  r e gis t e r e d  on  a  m oving
ribbon  t h e  indica tions  of eve ry s ucc e s sive  m o m e n t,
t h e s e  ribbo ns  w h e n  u n rolled  for ming  a  p e rf ec t  r e co r d
of t e m p e r a t u r e ,  a t mos p h e ric  p r e s s u r e ,  win d,  a n d  so
for t h,  in t h e  for m  of a  c u rve—a  r e gis t e r
k e p t  for  m o r e  t h a n  8 0 0 0  M a r ti al ye a r s .

Fou r  tim e s  d u ring  t h e  r evolu tion  of t h e  g r e a t  ci r cle
e a c h  la r g e  clock e mi t s  for  a  cou ple  of min u t e s  a  s p e ci es
of c hi m e,  t h e  n a t u r e  of w hich  my  igno r a nc e  of m u sic
r e n d e r s  m e  u n a ble  to  d e s c rib e:—viz., w h e n
t h e  line  dividing  t h e  g r e e n  a n d  bl ack  s e mici rcle s
is ho rizon t al  a t  noon  a n d  mid nig h t ,  a n d  a n  ho u r  b efo r e,
a t  av e r a g e  s u n ris e  a n d  s u n s e t ,  it  b e co m e s  p e r p e n dic ular. 
The  individu al  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  s eve r al c hi m e s,  t u n e s ,
o r  p e als,  w h a t eve r  t h ey s ho uld  b e  c alled,  is so  dis tinc t
t h a t  eve n  I a p p r e ci a t e d  it.  F u r t h er, a s  t h e  fi rs t
poin t  of t h e  colou r e d  s t rip  dis ting uishing  e a c h  s eve r al
z y da  r e a c h e s  t h e  golde n  indic a tor, a  single
sligh tly p rolon g e d  sou n d—I fancy w h a t  is
know n  on  E a r t h  a s  a  single  c ho r d—is e mi t t e d .  
Of t h e s e  a g ain  e a c h  is p e c uliar, so  t h a t  no  on e  wi th
a n  e a r  for  m u sic  c a n  dou b t  w h a t  is t h e  p e r iod  of t h e
d ay a n no u nc e d.   The  so u n d  is n ever, eve n  in t h e
im m e dia t e  vicini ty of t h e  clock, u n ple as a n tly loud;
w hile  i t p e n e t r a t e s  to  a n  a m azing  dis t a nc e.   I t
wo uld  b e  p e rfec tly e a sy, if n e e dful, to  r e g ula t e  all
clocks  by m e c h a nic al co n t rol t h ro u g h  t h e  el ec t ric
n e t wo rk  ex te n d e d  all ove r  t h e  face  of t h e  pl a n e t ;
b u t  t h e  p e rf ec t  a cc u r a cy of e a c h  individu al ti m e piec e
r e n d e r s  a ny s uc h  c h e ck  n e e dle s s.   In  t hos e  la ti t u d e s
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w h e r e  d ay a n d  nigh t  d u ring  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  of t h e
ye a r  a r e  no t  ev e n  a p p roxim a t ely e q u al, t h e  bl ack  a n d
g r e e n  s e mici rcle s  a r e  so  e nl a r g e d  o r  di minish e d  by
m e c h a nical m e a n s,  t h a t  t h e  ho u r  of t h e  d ay o r  nigh t
is r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  a c c u r a t ely a s  on  t h e  E q u a to r  i ts elf.

The  ex a min a tion  of t his  e s t a blish m e n t  occu pied  u s
for  t wo  o r  t h r e e  ho u r s,  a n d  w h e n  w e  r e m o u n t e d  ou r
c a r ri a g e  it s e e m e d  to  m e  only r e a s on a ble  t h a t  Eve e n a
s ho uld  b e  w e a ry  bo t h  in min d  a n d  bo dy.  I p ro pos e d,
t h e r efo r e ,  to  r e t u r n  a t  onc e,  b u t  a g ain s t  t hi s  s h e
e a r n e s tly p ro t e s t e d .

“Well,” I s aid,  “w e  will finish
ou r  exc u r sion,  t h e n .   Only r e m e m b e r  t h a t  w h e n eve r
you  do  feel ti r e d  you m u s t  t ell m e  a t  onc e.   I
do  no t  know  w h a t  exe r tion  you  c a n  b e ar, a n d  of cou r s e
it  would  b e  m o s t  inconsid e r a t e  to  m e a s u r e  you r  e n d u r a n c e
by my  ow n.”
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S h e  p ro mis e d,  a n d  w e  d rove  on  for  a no t h e r  ho u r  in
t h e  di r ec tion  of a  r a n g e  of hills  to  t h e  no r t h-e a s t w a r d.  
The  low e r  a n d  n e a r e r  po r tion  of t hi s  r a n g e  mig h t  h e
4 0 0  fee t  a bove  t h e  g e n e r al  level of t h e  plain; b eyon d,
t h e  hig h e s t  p e aks  ro s e  to  p e r h a p s  1 5 0 0  fee t ,  t h e  av e r a g e
s u m mit  b ein g  a bo u t  h alf t h a t  h eigh t .   Whe r e  ou r
ro a d  b ro u g h t  u s  to  t h e  foot  of t h e  fir s t  slop e,  la r g e
g roves  of t h e  cal m yra , w hos e  frui t  con t ain s
a  so r t  of flou ry p ulp  like  ro a s t e d  po t a to,  w e r e  pl a n t e d
on  g ro u n d  b elonging  to  t h e  S t a t e ,  a n d  t e n a n t e d  by
youn g  m e n  b elon gin g  to  t h a t  mi no ri ty w hich,  a s  Es mo
h a d  told  m e  no t  b eing  for t u n a t e  e no u g h  to  find  p riva t e
e m ploy m e n t ,  is t h us  p rovide d  for.  E ncou n t e ring
on e  of t h e s e,  h e  poin t e d  ou t  to  u s  t h e  n a r row  ro a d
w hich, windin g  u p  t h e  slop e,  affo rd e d  m e a n s  of b rin ging
dow n  in w a g go ns  d u rin g  t h e  t wo  h a rves t  s e a so n s,  e a c h
of w hich  las t s  for  a bo u t  fifty d ays,  t h e  frui t  of
t h e s e  g roves ,  w hich  fu r nis h e s  a  p rincip al a r ticle  of
food.  The  t r e e s  do  no t  r e a c h  to  a  high e r  level
t h a n  a bo u t  4 0 0  fee t;  a n d  a bove  t his  w e  h a d  to  a s c e n d
on  foot  by  a  p a t h  win ding  t h ro u g h  m e a dow s,  w hich  I
a t  fir s t  s u p pos e d  to  b e  n a t u r al.  Eve e n a,  how ever,
q uickly u n d ec eived  m e,  poin ting  ou t  t h e  p r ev alenc e
of c e r t ain  pl a n t s  p ec ulia r  to  t h e  cul tiva t e d  p a s t u r e s
w e  h a d  s e e n  in t h e  pl ain.   The s e  w e r e  so  p r e do min a n t
a s  to  leave  no  r e a so n a ble  do u b t  t h a t  t h ey h a d  b e e n
o rigin ally sow n  by t h e  h a n d  of m a n,  t ho u g h  t h e  ir r e g ula ri ty
of t h ei r  a r r a n g e m e n t,  a n d  t h e  e n c ro ac h m e n t  of on e
s p ecies  u po n  t h e  g ro u n d  of a no t h er, e n a ble d  my co m p a nion
to  p rove  to  m e  wi th  e q u al  cle a r n e s s  t h a t  sinc e  it s
fir s t  pl a n tin g  t h e  p a s t u r e  h a d  b e e n  e n ti r ely n e glec t e d.  
I t  w a s ,  s h e  t hou g h t ,  wor t h  pl a n ting  onc e  for  all wi th
t h e  m o s t  n u t ri tious  h e r b a g e,  b u t  no t  wo r t h  t h e  labou r
of s u b s e q u e n t  clos e  c ul tiva tion.   Any lady b elon gin g
to  a  civilis e d  p eo ple,  a n d  a c c u s to m e d  to  a  cou n t ry
life, u po n  E a r t h  mig h t  e a sily h av e  p e rc eived  all t h a t
Eve e n a  di scove r e d;  b u t  consid e rin g  ho w  s eldo m  t h e
la t t e r  h a d  left  h e r  ho m e,  ho w  few oppo r t u ni ti es  s h e
h a d  to  s e e  a ny t hin g  of p r a c tic al a g ricul t u r e,  t h e
q uickn e s s  of h e r  p e r c e p tion  a n d  t h e  co r r e c t n e s s  of
h e r  infe r e nc e s  no t  a  lit tle  s u r p ri s e d  m e.   The
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p a t h  w e  p u r s u e d  led  di r ec tly to  t h e  objec t  of ou r
visi t.   The  w a t e r s  of t h e  hig h e r  hills  w e r e  collec t e d
in a  vas t  t a nk  exc ava t e d  in a n  ex t e nsive  pl a t e a u  a t
t h e  mid-level.  At t h e  s u m mit  of t h e  fir s t  a s c e n t
w e  m e t  a n d  w e r e  e s co r t e d  by  on e  of t h e  officials  e n t r u s t e d
wi th  t h e  ch a r g e  of t h e s e  wo rks ,  w hich  s u p ply w a t e r
of ex t r ao r din a ry  p u ri ty to  a  pop ula tion  of p e r h a p s
a  q u a r t e r  of a  million,  inh a bi ting  a  dis t ric t  of so m e
1 0,00 0  s q u a r e  miles  in ex t e n t .   The  t a nk  w a s  a bo u t
sixty fee t  in d e p t h ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  a  mile  in len g t h,
wi th  h alf t h a t  b r e a d t h.   I t s  side s  a n d  bo t to m-w e r e
line d  wi th  t h e  u s u al  conc r e t e .   Ou r  g uide  infor m e d
m e  t h a t  in m a ny c a s e s  t a nks  w e r e  cove r e d  wi th  t h e
c rys t al e m ploye d  for  doo r s  a n d  windows; b u t  in  t h e-p u r e
ai r  of t h e s e  hills  s uc h  a  p r ec a u tion  w a s  t ho u g h t  u n n e c e s s a ry,
a s  it wo uld  h ave  b e e n  exce e din gly cos tly.  The
w a t e r  it s elf w a s  of wo n d e rful p u ri ty, so  cle a r  t h a t
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t h e  s m alles t  objec t  a t  t h e  bo t to m  w a s  visible  w h e r e
t h e  S u n,  s till high  in t h e  h e ave n s,  s ho n e  di r ec tly
u po n  t h e  s u rf ac e.   Bu t  t his  p u ri ty would  by no
m e a n s  s a ti sfy t h e  s t a n d a r d  of M a r ti al s a ni t a ry  scie nc e.  
In  t h e  fir s t  pl ac e ,  it  is p a s s e d  in to  a  s eco n d  division
of t h e  t a nk,  w h e r e  i t is s u bjec t e d  to  so m e  violen t
el ec t ric  a c tion  till eve ry kind  of o r g a nic  g e r m  it
m ay con t ain  is s u p pos e d  to  b e  co m ple t ely d e s t roye d.  
I t  is t h e n  p a s s e d  t h ro u g h  s eve r al  cove r e d  c h a n n els
a n d  m e c h a nic ally o r  ch e mic ally cle a ns e d  fro m  eve ry
kind  of inor g a nic  imp u ri ty, a n d  finally oxyge n a t e d
o r  a e r a t e d  wi th  ai r  w hich  h a s  u n d e r go n e  a  ye t  m o r e
el a bo r a t e  p u rifica tion.   At eve ry  s t a g e  in t his
p roc e s s,  a  p hial of w a t e r  is t ak e n  ou t  a n d  exa min e d
in a  d a rk  ch a m b e r  by m e a n s  of a  b e a m  of ligh t  e m a n a ting
fro m  a  po w e rful el ec t ric  la m p  a n d  conc e n t r a t e d  by a
h u g e  c rys t al  len s.   If t his  b e a m  d e t e c t  a ny p e r c e p tible
d u s t  o r  m a t t e r  c a p a ble  of sc a t t e rin g  t h e  ligh t ,  t h e
w a t e r  is p ro no u n c e d  imp u r e  a n d  p a s s e d  t h ro u g h  fu r t h e r
p roc e s s e s .   Only w h e n  t h e  con t e n t s  of t h e  bo t tl e
r e m ain  a b solu t ely d a rk,  in t h e  mids t  of a n  a t m os p h e r e
w hos e  floa ting  d u s t  r e n d e r s  t h e  b e a m  visible  on  ei th e r
side,  so  t h a t  t h e  p hial, w hile  p e rfec tly t r a n s p a r e n t
to  t h e  ligh t,  n eve r t h el es s  in t e r r u p t s  t h e  b e a m  wit h
a  block of a b solu t e  d a rk n e s s,  is i t conside r e d  fit
for  h u m a n  cons u m p tion.   I t  is t h e n  dis t rib u t e d
t h ro u g h  pip es  of conc r e t e ,  in to  w hich  no  ai r  c a n  possibly
e n t er, to  cis t e r n s  e q u ally, a i r-t ig h t  in eve ry ho u s e .  
The  w a t e r  in t h e s e  is p e riodically exa min e d  by office r s
fro m  t h e  w a t e r wo rks,  w ho  a s c e r t ain  t h a t  it  h a s  co n t r ac t e d
no  imp u ri ty ei t h e r  in t h e  cou r s e  of it s  p a s s a g e  t h ro u g h
h u n d r e d s  of mile s  of piping  o r  in  t h e  cis t e r n s  t h e m s elves.  
The  M a r ti alis t s  consid e r  t h a t  to  t his  c a r eful p u rifica tion
of t h ei r  w a t e r  t h ey  ow e  in g r e a t  m e a s u r e  t h ei r  exe m p tion
fro m  t h e  e pid e mic  di se as e s  w hich  w e r e  for m e rly no t
inf r e q u e n t .   They m ain t ain  t h a t  all s uc h  dis e as e s
a r e  c a u s e d  by o r g a nic  s elf-m ul tiplying  g e r m s,  a n d
laug h  to  sco r n  t h e  doc t rin e  of s pon t a n eo us  g e n e r a tion,
ei t h e r  of di se a s e ,  o r  of eve n  s uc h  low or g a nic  life
a s  c a n  p ro p a g a t e  i t.  I s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  a t m os p h e r e
its elf m u s t ,  if t h ei r  t h eo ry w e r e  t r u e ,  convey t h e
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mic roscopic  s e e d s  of dis e a s e  eve n  m o r e  fr e ely a n d
u nive r s ally t h a n  t h e  w a t er.

“Dou b tl es s,” r e plied  ou r  g uid e,  “it
wo uld  sc a t t e r  t h e m  m o r e  wid ely; b u t  it do e s  no t  e n a ble
t h e m  to  p e n e t r a t e  a n d  g e r min a t e  in t h e  bo dy h alf so
e a sily a s  w h e n  conveye d  by w a t er.  You m u s t  b e
a w a r e  t h a t  t h e  lining  of t h e  u p p e r  ai r-p a s s a g e s  a r r e s t s
m os t  of t h e  im p u ri tie s  con t ain e d  in t h e  inh ale d  ai r
b efo r e  it  co m e s  into  co n t ac t  wi th  t h e  blood  in t h e
lungs  t h e m s elves.   Mo r eover, t h e  ex ti r p a tion  of
on e  dis e a s e  af t e r  a no t h er, t h e  c a r eful isola tion  of
all infec tious  c a s e s ,  a n d  t h e  d e s t r u c tion  of eve ry
a r t icle  t h a t  could  p r e s e rv e  o r  convey t h e  poisono us
g e r m s,  h a s  in t h e  cou r s e  of a g e s  e n a ble d  u s  u t t e rly
to  d e s t roy t h e m.”

This  did  no t  s e e m  to  m e  consis t e n t  wi t h  t h e  confe ssion
t h a t  diso r d e r s  of on e  kind  o r  a no t h e r  s till no t  inf r e q u e n tly
d ecim a t e  t h ei r  hig hly-b r e d  do m e s tic  a ni m als,  ho w eve r
t h e  h u m a n  r a c e  it s elf m ay  h ave  b e e n  s ec u r e d  a g ains t
con t a gion.   I did  no t ,  ho w ever, feel co m p e t e n t
to  a r g u e  t h e  q u e s tion  wi th  on e  w ho  h a d  evide n tly s t u die d
p hysiology m u c h  m o r e  d e e ply t h a n  mys elf; a n d  h a d  m a s t e r e d
t h e  r e co r d s  of a n  exp e ri e nc e  infini t ely long er, g uide d
by knowled g e  fa r  m o r e  a cc u r a t e ,  t h a n  is poss e s s e d
by t h e  m o s t  a cco m plis h e d  of Ter r e s t ri al  p hysiologis t s .

227



Page 136

The  ex a min a tion  of t h e s e  wo rks  of cou r s e  occu pie d
u s  for  a  long  tim e,  a n d  oblige d  u s  to  t r ave r s e  s eve r al
miles  of g ro u n d.   Mor e  t h a n  onc e  I h a d  s u g g e s t e d
to  Eve e n a  t h a t  w e  s hould  le ave  ou r  wo rk  u nfinis h e d,
a n d  on  eve ry  op po r t u ni ty h a d  insis t e d  t h a t  s h e  s ho uld
r e s t .   I h a d  b e e n  too  ke e nly in t e r e s t e d  in t h e
la t t e r  p a r t  of t h e  expla n a tion  given  m e,  to  d e t ec t
t h e  fa tigu e  s h e  a nxiously so u g h t  to  conc e al; b u t  w h e n
w e  lef t  t h e  works,  I w a s  m o r e  a n noye d  t h a n  s u r p ris e d
to  find  t h a t  t h e  w alk do w n-hill to  ou r  c a r ri a g e  w a s
too m u c h  for  h er.  The  vexa tion  I fel t  wi th  mys elf
g ave,  af t e r  t h e  m a n n e r  of m e n,  so m e  s h a r p n e s s  to  t h e
ton e  of my  r e m o ns t r a nc e  wi th  h er.

“I b a d e  you, a n d  you p ro mis e d,  to  t ell m e  a s
soon  a s  you fel t  ti r e d;  a n d  you h ave  le t  m e  al mos t
ti r e  you  to  d e a t h!   Your  ob e die nc e,  how eve r  s t r ic t
in  t h eo ry, r e min ds  m e  in p r a c tice  of t h a t  p ro mis e d
by wo m e n  on  E a r t h  in t h ei r  m a r r i a g e-vow—a n d
n eve r  p aid  o r  r e m e m b e r e d  af t e r w a r d s .”

S h e  did  no t  a n s w e r;  a n d  finding  t h a t  h e r  s t r e n g t h
w a s  u t t e rly exh a u s t e d ,  I c a r ri e d  h e r  do w n  t h e  r e m ain d e r
of t h e  hill a n d  pl ac e d  h e r  in t h e  c a r ri a g e.   Du ring
ou r  r e t u r n  n ei t h e r  of u s  s pok e.   Ascribing  h e r
sile nc e  to  h a bi t  o r  fa tigu e ,  p e r h a p s  to  di sple a s u r e ,
a n d  b u si e d  in  r e c alling  w h a t  I h a d  s e e n  a n d  h e a r d ,
I did  no t  c a r e  to  “m ak e  conve r s a tion,”
a s  I c e r t ainly s ho uld  h av e  do n e  h a d  I g u e s s e d  w h a t
imp r e s sion  my t a ci t u r ni ty m a d e  on  my co m p a nion’s
min d.   I w a s  h e a r tily gl a d  for  h e r  s ak e  w h e n  w e
r e g ain e d  t h e  g a t e  of h e r  fa t h e r’s g a r d e n.  
Co m mit ting  t h e  c a r ri ag e  to  t h e  c h a r g e  of a n  a m b a,  I
h alf led,  h alf c a r ri ed  Eve e n a  alon g  t h e  av e n u e,  ove r h u n g
wi th  t h e  g r a n d  conic al b ells—gold,  c ri mson,
sc a rl e t ,  g r e e n ,  w hi t e ,  o r  s t r ip e d  o r  va ri eg a t e d  wi t h
so m e  o r  all t h e s e  colou rs—of t h e  glo rious
lev eloo , t h e  M a r ti al convolvulus.   I t s
ligh t  clingin g  s t e m s  a n d  foliag e  hid  t h e  as t yra’s
a r c h e d  b r a n c h e s  ove r h e a d,  a n d  for m e d  a  sc r e e n  on  ei th e r
side.   F ro m  its  b ells  flew a t  ou r  a p p ro a c h  a  w hole
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flock of t h e  tiny a n d  b e a u tiful c a r e e ,  w hic h  t ak e
t h e  chief p a r t  in r e n d e rin g  to  t h e  flor a  of M a r s  s uc h
s e rvices  a s  t h e  flow e r s  of E a r t h  r e c eive  fro m  b e e s
a n d  b u t t e rflies.   They fee d  on  t h e  n ec t ar, fa rin a ,
sy ru p,  a n d  o t h e r  s ec r e tions,  s w e e t  o r  bi t t er, in w hich
t h e  a r tificial flowe r s  of M a r s  a r e  p ec ulia rly a b u n d a n t ,
a n d  m a k e  t h ei r  n e s t s  in t h e  c alyx o r  a m o n g  t h e  p e t al s.  
The s e  lovely li t tle  bi rd s—a bo u t  t h e  size
of a  ho r n e t ,  b u t  p e rfec t  bi r d s  in minia t u r e ,  wi th
wings  a s  la r g e  a s  t hos e  of t h e  la r g e s t  Leva n tine  papilio ,
a n d  fea t h e ry  dow n  e q u ally fine  a n d  soft—a r e
p e r h a p s  t h e  m o s t  s hy a n d  timid  of all c r e a t u r e s  familia r
wi th  t h e  p r e s e nc e  of M a r ti al h u m a ni ty.  The  va rie d
colou r s  of t h ei r  plu m a g e,  co m bin e d  a n d  in t e r min gled
in m a rv ellously min u t e  p a t t e r n s ,  a r e  all of t hos e
s u b d u e d  o r  d e a d  tin t s  a g r e e a ble  to  t h e  t a s t e  of Japa n e s e
a r t is t s ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  to  no  o th er.  They sig n ally
con t r a s t  t h e  vivid a n d  s ple n did  colou ring  of objec t s
c r e a t e d  o r  d ev elop e d  by h u m a n  g e nius  a n d  p a tie nc e ,
fro m  t h e  exq uisi t e  d e co r a tions  a n d  jew el-like  m a s s e s
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of do m e s tic  a n d  p u blic a r c hi t e c t u r e  to  t h e  m a g nifice n t
flow e r s  a n d  frui t  p ro d uc e d,  by t h e  labou r  of cou n tl e s s
g e n e r a tions,  fro m  o rigin als  so  di ssi mila r  t h a t  only
t h e  r e co r d s  of p a s t  a g e s  c a n  t r ac e  o r  t h e  s e a r c hin g
co m p a risons  of scie nc e  r ecog nis e  t h e m.   I a m  told
t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  r ac e  of flowe r-bi rd s  t h e m s elves  a r e
a  so r t  of indi r e c t  c r e a tion  of a r t .   They c e r t ainly
va ry in size,  s h a p e,  a n d  colou r  a cco r din g  to  t h e  flowe r
e a c h  exclu sively fre q u e n t s;  a n d  t hos e  w hich  h a u n t
t h e  cul tiva t e d  b ells  of t h e  lev eloo  p r e s e n t
a n  a m azing  con t r a s t  to  t h e  fa r  tinie r  a n d  fa r  les s
b e a u tiful care e  w hich  h ave  no t  yet  a b a n do n e d
t h e  wildflowe r s  for  t hos e  of t h e  g a r d e n.   Above
t wo h u n d r e d  va rie ti e s  dis ting uis h e d  by o r ni t hologis t s
fre q u e n t  only t h e  do m e s tic a t e d  flow e r s.

The  fligh t  of t his  s w a r m  of va rious  b e a u ty r ec alled
t h e  conve r s a tion  of las t  nigh t;  a n d  b r e a king  off u no bs e rve d
a  long  fine  t e n d ril of t h e  leveloo, I s aid  ligh tly—

“Flow e r-bi r d s  a r e  no t  so  w ell-t r ain e d  a s  e s v e e ,
b a m bin a.”

N eve r  forg e t ting  a  wo r d  of min e,  a n d  n eve r  failing
to  c a t c h  wi th  q uick  in t ellige nc e  t h e  s e n s e  of t h e
m os t  e pig r a m m a tic o r  d elic a t e  m e t a p hor, Eve e n a  s t a r t e d
a n d  looke d  u p,  a s  if s t u n g  by a  s e rious  r e p ro a c h.  
Fa ncying  t h a t  ove r pow e rin g  fa tigu e  h a d  so  s h ak e n  h e r
n e rves,  I would  no t  allow h e r  to  s p e ak.   Bu t  I
did  no t  u n d e r s t a n d  ho w  m u c h  s h e  h a d  b e e n  dis t r e s s e d ,
till in  h e r  ow n  ch a m b er, cloak  a n d  veil t h row n  a side ,
s h e  s tood  b e sid e  my s e a t ,  h e r  sle eveles s  a r m s  folde d
b e hind  h er, d rooping  like  a  lily b e a t e n  do w n  by a
t h u n d e r s to r m.   The n  s h e  m u r m u r e d  s a dly—

“I did  no t  t hink  of offending.   Bu t  you
a r e  q ui t e  r i gh t;  disob e die nc e  s ho uld  n eve r  p a s s .”

“Ce r t ainly no t ,” I r e plie d,  wi th  a  s mile
s h e  did  no t  s e e.   Taking  bo t h  t h e  lit tl e  h a n d s
in my left,  I laid  t h e  t e n d ril on  h e r  sof t  w hi t e  s ho uld e r s,
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b u t  so  g e n tly t h a t  in  h e r  r e al  dis t r e s s  s h e  did  no t
feel t h e  to uc h.   “You s e e  I c a n  ke e p  my
wo r d;  b u t  n eve r  le t  m e  ti r e  you a g ain.   My flow e r-bi rd
c a n no t  t ak e  win g  if s h e  a n g e r  m e  in e a r n e s t .”

“Are  you  no t  a n g e r e d  no w?” s h e  a sk e d,
gl a ncin g  u p  in u t t e r  s u r p ris e.

My eye s,  o r  t h e  sigh t  of t h e  leveloo, a n s w e r e d  h e r;
a n d  a  s w e e t  b rig h t  s mile  b rok e  t h ro u g h  h e r  look of
frigh t e n e d,  p e ni t e n t  s u b mission,  a s  s h e  s n a t c h e d  t h e
t e n d ril a n d  s n a p p e d  it  in my h a n d.

“Cru el!” s h e  s aid,  wi th  a  p r e t ty  a s s u m p tion
of ill-u s a g e,  “to visi t  a  fi r s t  faul t  wi t h  t h e
w hip.”

“You a r e  h a r d  to  pl e a s e,  b a m bin a!   I kn e w
no  b e t t er.  S e riously, u n til I c a n  m e a s u r e  you r
s t r e n g t h  m o r e  t r uly, n ev e r  a g ain  le t  m e  feel t h a t  in
inviting  you r  co m p a ny I h av e  t u r n e d  my pl e a s u r e  in to
you r  p ain.”

“No, inde e d,” s h e  u r g e d,  onc e  m o r e  in
e a r n e s t .   “Girls  so  s eldo m  p a s s  t h e  g a t e ,
a n d  m e n  n eve r  w alk w h e r e  a  c a r ri a g e  will go,  o r  I s hould
no t  h ave  b e e n  so  s t u pid.   Bu t  if I h a d  blis t e r e d
my  fee t ,  a n d  t h e  leveloo h a d  b e e n  a  n u t-vine,  t h e
frui t  w a s  wo r t h  t h e  sc r a t c h e s .”

“Wh a t  do  you  know, my c hild, ei t h e r  of blis t e r s
o r  s t rip e s?”
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“You will t e a c h  m e——N o, you
know I don’t  m e a n  t h a t !   Bu t  you  will t ak e
m e  wit h  you so m e ti m e s  till I le a r n  b e t t e r!   If
you  a r e  going  to  leave  m e  a t  ho m e  in fu tu r e  “——

“My c hild,  c a n  you no t  t r u s t  m e  to  t ak e  you
for  my ow n  ple a s u r e?”

The  silve ry to n e  of h e r  low s w e e t  laug h  w a s  t r uly
p e rfec tly m u sic al.

“Forgive  m e ,” s h e  s aid,  n e s tling  in t h e
c us hions  a t  my  kn e e,  a n d  s e eking  wit h  u p t u r n e d  eyes ,
like  a  c hild  b e t t e r  a s s u r e d  of p a r do n  t h a n  of full
r e concilia tion,  to  r e a d  my fac e,  “i t  is ve ry
n a u g h ty  to  laug h,  a n d  ve ry u n g r a t eful, w h e n  you  s p e ak
to  ple a s e  m e;  b u t  is it r e al  kind n e s s  to  s ay w h a t
I s hould  b e  ve ry silly to  b elieve?”

“You will b elieve  w h a t eve r  I t ell you, c hild. 
If you  wis h  to  a n g e r  a  m a n,  ev e n  wi th  you, t ell hi m
t h a t  h e  is lying.”

“I do  no t hing  b u t  mis b e h ave,” s h e  s aid,
in  e a r n e s t  d e s po n d e ncy.  “I——”
But  I s e ale d  h e r  lips  effec t u ally for  t h e  m o m e n t.

“Why did  you  no t  s p e a k  a s  w e  c a m e  ho m e?”

“You w e r e  ti r e d,  a n d  I w a s  t hinking  ove r  all
I h a d  s e e n .   Beside s,  w ho  t alks  ai r?” [m ak e s
conve r s a tion].

“You alw ays  t alk w h e n  you  a r e  ple a s e d.  
The  lip-s ting  (scolding) a n d  silenc e  frigh t e n e d  m e
so, you  n e a rly h e a r d  m e  c rying.”

“Crying  for  fea r?   You did  w ell to  b r e a k
t h e  leveloo!...  And so  you t hink  I m u s t  b e  ti r e d
of my b rid e,  b efo r e  t h e  colou r s  h av e  go n e  ro u n d  on
t h e  di al?”
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“Not  ti r e d  of h er.  You will like  a  li t tle
long e r  to  find  h e r  in  t h e  cu s hions  w h e n  you  a r e  vexe d
o r  idle; b u t  you  do n’t w a n t  h e r  w h e r e  h e r  igno r a nc e
w e a ri e s  a n d  h e r  w e ak n e s s  h a m p e r s  you.”

“Are  you  a n  e s v e , to  b e  c a g e d  a t  ho m e,
a n d  pl aye d  wi th  for  lack  of b e t t e r  e m ploym e n t?  
We s h all n eve r  u n d e r s t a n d  e a c h  o t h er, c hild.”

“Wh a t  m o r e  c a n  I b e?   But  don’t  s ay
w e  s h all n eve r  u n d e r s t a n d  e a c h  o t h er,” s h e  pl e a d e d
e a r n e s tly.  “It  took tim e  a n d  t rou ble  to
m a k e  my p e t  u n d e r s t a n d  a n d  ob ey e a c h  wo r d  a n d  sig n.  
Zevle  g ave  h e r s  m o r e  sla ps  a n d  few e r  s w e e t s,  a n d  it
le a r n e d  soon er.  Bu t,  like  m e ,  you  w a n t  you r  e sve
to  b e  h a p py, no t  only to  fly s t r aigh t  a n d  play p r e t tily. 
S h e  will t ry  h a r d  to  lea r n  if you  will t e a c h  h er,
a n d  no t  b e  so  af r aid  of h u r ting  h er, a s  if s h e  exp ec t e d
s w e e t s  fro m  bo t h  h a n d s.   I t  is e a sy for  you  to
s e e  t h rou g h  h e r  e m p ty h e a d:   do  co t  give  h e r  u p
till s h e  h a s  h a d  tim e  to  look a  li t tl e  w ay in to  you r
eye s.”

“Eve e n a,” I a n s w e r e d,  al mos t  a s  m u c h  p ain e d
a s  touc h e d  by t h e  u n affec t e d  h u mility w hich  h a d  so
a c c e p t e d  a n d  c a r ri e d  ou t  my  ironical co m p a ri son,  “on e
si m ple  m a g n e t-key wo uld  u nlock t h e  b r e a s t  w hos e  s ec r e t s
s e e m  so  p uzzling; b u t  i t h a s  h a r dly a  n a m e  in you r
ton g u e,  a n d  c a n no t  ye t  b e  in you r  h a n d s.”
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“Ah, yes!” s h e  s aid  softly, “you
g ave  it m e;  do  you t hink  I h ave  los t  it in t wo  nig h t s?  
But  t h e  e sve  c a n no t  b e  love d  a s  s h e  loves  h e r  m a s t er. 
I could  h alf u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  p ro dig al h e a r t  t h a t  wo uld
b uy a  gi rl’s life  wi th  you r s ,  a n d  all t h a t  is
bo u n d  u p  in  you r s.   No  o th e r  m a n  wo uld
h ave  don e  it—in ou r  world,” s h e  a d d e d,
a n s w e ring  my g e s t u r e  of dis s e n t;  “bu t  t h ey s ay
t h a t  t h e  t e r rible  k argy n da  will s t a n d  by his
dying  m a t e  t ill h e  is s ho t  dow n.   You bo u g h t  my
h e a r t ,  my  love,  all I a m,  w h e n  you  bo u g h t  my life,
a n d  n ev e r  a sk e d  t h e  cos t.”  S h e  con tinu e d
al mos t  in  a  w his p er, h e r  r o s e-s uffus e d  c h e eks  a n d  m ois t
eye s  hid d e n  fro m  my sigh t  a s  t h e  lips  m u r m u r e d  t h ei r
loving  wo r d s  in to  my e ar,—“Thou g h
t h e  n e s tling  n eve r  looke d  fro m  u n d e r  t h e  win g,  do  you
t hink s h e  knows  no t  w h a t  to  exp e c t  w h e n  s h e  is bo u g h t
fro m  t h e  n e s t?   S h e  d a r e s  no t  s t r u g gle  in t h e
h a n d  t h a t  s n a t c h e s  h e r ;  m u c h  m o r e  did  s h e  d e s e rve
to  b e  r a t e d  a n d  r a p p e d  for  flu t t e ring  in t h a t  w hich
s ave d  h e r  life.  Bou g h t  t wice  over, c a g e d  by rig h t
a s  by mig h t—w a s  h e r  t ho u g h t  mid nigh t  to
you r  eye s,  w h e n  s h e  wo n d e r e d  a t  t h e  look t h a t  w a tc h e d
h e r  so  q uie tly, t h e  h a n d  t h a t  wo uld  no t  t ry  to  touc h
les t  it s ho uld  s c a r e  h er, t h e  p a ti e nc e  t h a t  soo t h e d
a n d  coaxe d  h e r  to  p e r c h  on  t h e  ou t s t r e t c h e d  finger,
like  a  flowe r-bi rd  t a m e d  a t  las t?   Do you  t hink
t h a t  n a m e,  give n  h e r  by  lips  w hich  soft e n e d  eve n  t h ei r
wo r d s  of fond n e s s  for  h e r  e ar, did  no t  go  to  h e r  h e a r t
s t r aig h t  a s  t h e  e sve  flies  ho m e,  o r  t h a t  it  could
eve r  b e  forgo t t e n?   The r e  is a  ch a n t  youn g  gi rls
a r e  fond  of, w hich  t ells  m o r e  t h a n  I c a n  s ay.”

H e r  to n e s  fell so  low t h a t  I s hould  h av e  los t  t h e m,
h a d  h e r  lips  no t  a c t u ally touc h e d  my  e a r  w hile  s h e
c h a n t e d  t h e  s t r a n g e  wo r d s  in t h e  s w e e t e s t  no t e s  of
h e r  s w e e t  voice:—

  “N eve r  ye t  h a t h  single  s u n
   S e e n  a  flow e r-bi r d  t a m e d  a n d  wo n;
   S u n  a n d  s t a r s  s h all q ui t  t h e  sky
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   E r e  a  bi rd  so  t a m e d  s h all fly.

  “N eve r  h u m a n  lips  h ave  kiss e d
   Flow e r-bi rd  t a m e d  ’twixt  mis t
a n d  mis t ;
   Bird  so  t a m e d  fro m  t a m e r’s
h e a r t
   Nigh t  of d e a t h  s h all h a r dly p a r t .”

CHAPTER XII — ON THE RIVER.

The  n ext  m o r ning  s a w  ou r  jou r n ey co m m e nc e d.   Eve e n a’s
w a r d ro b e,  wi th  my ow n  a n d  my books,  po r tfolios, m o d els,
a n d  s p e cim e n s  of Ter r e s t ri al a r t  a n d  m e c h a nis m,  w e r e
p ack e d  in ligh t  m e t allic c a s e s  a d a p t e d  to  t h e  la r g e r
for m  of c a r ri a g e  w h e r eof I h ave  m a d e  m e n tion.  
I w a s  for t u n a t e  in e s c a pin g  t h e  a c t u al  p a r ti ng  sc e n e
b e t w e e n  Eve e n a  a n d  h e r  fa mily, a n d  my  ow n  leave-t aking
w a s  h u r ri e d.   Es mo  a n d  hi s  son  a c co m p a nie d  u s ,
lea ding  t h e  w ay in on e  c a r ri a g e,  w hile  Eve e n a  a n d  mys elf
occ u pie d  t h a t  w hich  w e  h a d  u s e d  on  ou r  m e m o r a ble  t rip
to  t h e  Ast ron a u t .   H alf a n  ho u r  b ro u g h t  u s  to
t h e  ro a d  b e sid e  t h e  river, a n d  a  few mi n u t e s  m o r e  to
t h e  poin t  a t  w hich  a  bo a t  a w ai t e d  u s .   The  ro a d
b ein g  so m e  eigh t  o r  t e n  fee t  a bove  t h e  level of t h e
w a t er, a  ligh t  ladd e r  no t  t h r e e  fee t  long  w a s  r e a dy
to  a s sis t  ou r  d e sc e n t  to  t h e  d e ck.   The  diffe r e n c e
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of size  b e t w e e n  t h e  M a r ti al  r a c e  a n d  my ow n  w a s  forcibly
imp r e s s e d  u po n  m e,  in s e ein g  t h a t  Es mo  a n d  hi s  son
foun d  t his  a s sis t a n c e  n e e dful, o r  a t  le a s t  conve nie n t ,
w hile  I si m ply s t e p p e d  r a t h e r  t h a n  jum p e d  to  t h e  d e ck,
a n d  lift e d  Eve e n a  s t r aigh t  fro m  h e r  c a r ri a g e  to  h e r
s e a t  u n d e r  t h e  c a no py t h a t  cove r e d  t h e  s t e r n  of t h e
vess el.  In t e n d e d  only for  r ive r  n avig a tion,  p ro p elled
by a  s m all s c r e w  like  t wo  fish t ails  s e t  a t  r ig h t  a n gle s,
wo rking  ho rizon t ally; t h e  vess el h a d  b u t  t wo  c a bin s,
on e  on  ei th e r  sid e  of t h e  c e n t r al  p a r t  occ u pie d  by
t h e  m a c hin e ry.  The  s t e r n  a p a r t m e n t  w a s  a p p ro p ri a t e d
to  mys elf a n d  my  b rid e,  t h e  for ec a s tl e,  if I m ay  so
c all it, to  ou r  co m p a nions,  t h e  bo a t m e n  h aving  b e r t h s
in t h e  co r n e r s  of t h e  m a c hin e-roo m.   The  ves s el
w a s  fla t-bo t to m e d,  d r a win g  a bo u t  eigh t e e n  inch e s  of
w a t e r  a n d  ri sing  a bo u t  five fee t  fro m  t h e  s u rf ac e,
leaving  a n  in t e rio r  h eig h t  w hich  oblige d  m e  to  b e
c a u tious  in o rd e r  no t  to  s t r ike  my h e a d  a g ains t  ev e ry
p rojec tion  o r  s u p po r t  of t h e  c a bin  roof.  We s p e n t
t h e  w hole  of t h e  d ay, ho w ever, on  d e ck, a n d  p u r pos ely
slack e n e d  t h e  s p e e d  of t h e  bo a t ,  w hic h  u s u ally t r avels
so m e  t hi r ty mile s  a n  ho ur, in o rd e r  to  e njoy t h e  effec t
a n d  obs e rve  t h e  d e t ails  of t h e  lan dsc a p e.   For
t h e  fir s t  few mile s  ou r  voya g e  lay t h ro u g h  t h e  op e n
plain.   The n  w e  p a s s e d ,  on  t h e  left  a s  w e  a s c e n d e d
t h e  s t r e a m,  t h e  m o u n t ain  on  w hos e  s u m mit  I t ri e d  wi t h
my  binoc ula r  to  disce r n  t h e  Ast ro n a u t ,  b u t  u n s u cc e s sfully,
t h e  t r e e s  on  t h e  low e r  slop es  in t e r c e p ting  t h e  view. 
Eve e n a ,  s e eing  my eyes  fixed  on  t h a t  poin t ,  ex t e n d e d
h e r  h a n d  a n d  g e n tly d r e w  t h e  gl a s s  ou t  of min e.

“Not  ye t,” s h e  s aid; w hich  elici t e d  fro m
m e  t h e  excus e—

“Th a t  m o u n t ain  h a s  for  m e  r e m e m b r a n c e s  m o r e
in t e r e s ting  t h a n  t hos e  of my  voya g e,  o r  eve n  t h a n
t h e  ho p e s  of r e t u r n.”

P r e s e n tly, a s  w e  follow e d  t h e  cou r s e  of t h e  s t r e a m,
w e  los t  sigh t  al tog e t h e r  of t h e  r a pidly d windling
p a t c h e s  of colou r  r e p r e s e n ting  t h e  e n clos u r e s  of Ec a sfe.  
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On ou r  left,  a t  a  dis t a n c e  va rying  fro m  t h r e e  to  five
miles,  b u t  cons t a n tly inc r e a sin g  a s  t h e  s t r e a m  b e n t
to  t h e  no r t h w a r d ,  w a s  t h e  m o u n t ain  r a n g e  I h a d  sc a n n e d
in my d e s c e n t .   On  ou r  ri gh t  t h e  pl ain  dipp e d
b elow t h e  ho rizon  w hile  s till b u t  a  few fee t  a bove
t h e  level of t h e  rive r;  b u t  in t h e  dis t a n t  sky w e  di sc e r n e d
so m e  objec t s  like  w hi t e  cloud s,  w hic h  fro m  t h ei r  im mobility
a n d  fixed n e ss  of ou tline  I soon  discove r e d  to  b e  s now-c row n e d
hills, low er, ho w ever, t h a n  t hos e  to  t h e  no r t h w a r d ,
a n d  p e r h a p s  so m e  for ty miles  dis t a n t .   The  valley
is on e  of t h e  rich e s t  a n d  m o s t  fe r tile  po r tions  of
t his  con tine n t ,  a n d  w a s  cons e q u e n tly t ho rou g hly c ultiva t e d
a n d  m o r e  d e n s ely p eo pled  t h a n  m o s t  p a r t s  ev e n  of t h e
E q u a to rial zon e.   An im m e dia t e  r ive r  fron t a g e
b ein g  a s  conve nie n t  a s  a g r e e a ble,  t h e  e nclos u r e s  on
ei t h e r  b a nk  w e r e  con tin uous,  a n d  n a r ro w  in p ropo r tion
to  t h ei r  d e p t h;  t h e  la rg e s t  occu pying  no  m o r e  t h a n
fro m  on e  h u n d r e d  a n d  fifty to  two  h u n d r e d  ya r ds  of
t h e  b a nk,  t h e  s m alle r  fro m  h alf to  on e  q u a r t e r  of
t h a t  leng t h.   Mos t  h a d  a  t u n n el  pi e r c e d  u n d e r  t h e
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ro a d  bo r d e rin g  t h e  river, t h ro u g h  w hich  t h e  w a t e r
w a s  a d mi t t e d  to  t h ei r  g ro u n d s  a n d  c a r ri e d  in a  min u t e
s t r e a m  a ro u n d  a n d  eve n  t h ro u g h  t h e  ho u s e;  for  o r n a m e n t
r a t h e r  t h a n  for  u s e,  sinc e  eve ry  ho u s e  in a  dis t r ic t
so  pop ulous  h a s  a  r e g ul a r  a r tificial w a t e r  s u p ply,
a n d  ir rig a tion,  a s  I h av e  explaine d,  is no t  r e q ui r e d.  
The  rive r  it s elf w a s  e m b ellishe d  wi th  m a s s e s  of w a t e r-flow e r s;
a n d  w a t e r-bi rd s,  t h e  s m alles t  s c a r c ely la rg e r  t h a n
a  w a g t ail, t h e  la r g e s t  so m e w h a t  exce e ding  t h e  size
of a  s w a n,  of a  diffe r e n t  for m  a n d  d a rk  g r ey  plu m a g e,
b u t  h a r dly les s  g r a c eful, s e e m e d  to  b e  a w a r e  of t h e
s t ring e n t  p ro t e c tion  t h ey e njoye d  fro m  t h e  law. 
They c a m e  u p  to  ou r  bo a t  a n d  fed  ou t  of Eve e n a’s
h a n d  wi t h  p e rfec t  fea rl es s n e s s.   I could  no t  ind uc e
a ny of t h e m  to  b e  e q u ally fa milia r  wi th  mys elf, my
size  p ro b a bly s u r p rising  t h e m  a s  m u c h  a s  t h ei r  m a s t e r s ,
a n d  lea ding  t h e m  to  t h e  s a m e  do u b t  w h e t h e r  I w e r e
r e ally a n d  w holly h u m a n.   The  low e r  slope s  of t h e
hills w e r e  cove r e d  wi t h  o rc h a r d s  of eve ry  kind,  e a c h
s p ecies  occu pying  t h e  level b e s t  s ui t e d  to  it,  fro m
t h e  r e e d-s u p po r t e d  o r a n g e-like  alva  of t h e
lowlan d s  to  t h e  t all as t yra , a bove  w hich  s t r e t c h e d
t h e  tim b e r  for e s t s  ex t e n ding  a s  hig h  a s  t r e e s  could
g row, w hile  b e t w e e n  t h e s e  a n d  t h e  p e r m a n e n t  s now-line
lay t h e  yellowish  h e r b a g e  of ex t e n sive  p a s t u r e s .  
A simila r  m o u n t ain  r a n g e  on  e a r t h  wo uld  h ave  p r e s e n t e d
a  g r e a t e r  va rie ty of colou ring  a n d  sc e n e ry, t h e  to t al
a b s e n c e  of gl acie r s,  eve n  in t h e  hig h e s t  valleys,
c r e a tin g  a  no t a ble  diffe r e n c e.   The  t r u t h  is t h a t
t h e  s nows  of M a r s  a r e  no w h e r e  d e e p,  a n d  m el t  in t h e
s u m m e r  to  s uc h  a n  ex t e n t  t h a t  t h a t  cons t a n t  inc r e a s e
w hos e  dow n w a r d  t e n d e n cy feeds  Ter r e s t ri al  gl acie r s
c a n no t  t ak e  pl ac e .   P rob a bly t h e  t hin  a t m os p h e r e
a bove  t h e  s now-line  c a n  hold  b u t  lit tl e  w a t e ry  vapo ur. 
Es mo  w a s  of opinion  t h a t  t h e  s now  on  t h e  hig h es t  s t e e p s ,
eve n  on  a  level pla t e a u ,  w a s  n ev e r  m o r e  t h a n  two  fee t
in  d e p t h;  a n d  in m o r e  t h a n  on e  c a s e  a  wind-s w e p t  p e a k
o r  pin n a cle  w a s  ke p t  al mos t  cle ar, a n d  p r e s e n t e d  in
its  g r ey, g r e e n ,  o r  ve r milion  rocks  a  s t r iking  con t r a s t
to  t h e  m a s s e s  of c r e a my w hi t e  a ro u n d  it.  This
m ay explain  t h e  ve ry r a pid  di minu tion  of t h e  pola r
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ice-c a p s  in t h e  s u m m e r  of ei t h er, b u t  e s p e ci ally of
t h e  So u t h e r n  h e mis p h e r e ;  a n d  also  t h e  occ a sion al a p p e a r a n c e
of la rg e  d a rk  s po t s  in t h ei r  mids t,  w h e r e  t h e  s h allow
s now  h a s  p ro b a bly b e e n  s w e p t  a w ay by t h e  r a r e  s to r m s
of t his  pl a n e t  fro m  a n  ex t e nsive  lan d  s u rf ac e .  
I t  is s u p pos e d  t h a t  no  inconsid e r a ble  p a r t  of t h e
ice  a n d  s now  im m e dia t ely s u r ro u n ding  t h e  pole s  cove r s
land;  b u t ,  t ho u g h  b alloon  p a r ti es  h ave  of la t e  occ a sion ally
r e a c h e d  t h e  poles,  t h ey h ave  n ev e r  ve n t u r e d  to  r e m ain
t h e r e  long  e no u g h  to  dis e m b a rk  a n d  a s c e r t ain  t h e  fac t.
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Towa r d s  ev e nin g  t h e  s t r e a m  t u r n e d  m o r e  d e cid e dly to
t h e  no r t h,  a n d  a t  t his  poin t  Es mo  b ro u g h t  ou t  a n  ins t r u m e n t
con s t r u c t e d  so m e w h a t  on  t h e  p rinciple  of a  s ex t a n t
o r  q u a d r a n t ,  b u t  wi thou t  t h e  mi r ror, by w hich  w e  w e r e
e n a ble d  to  t ak e  r eli abl e  m e a s u r e s  of t h e  a n gles .  
By a  p roc e s s  w hich  a t  t h a t  tim e  I did  no t  a cc u r a t ely
follow, a n d  w hich  I h a d  no t  s u b s e q u e n tly t h e  m e a n s
of ve rifying,  t h e  dis t a n c e  a s  w ell a s  t h e  a n gle  s u b t e n d e d
by t h e  h eig h t  w a s  ob t ain e d.   Kevim a,  af t e r  working
ou t  hi s  fa t h e r’s figu r e s ,  infor m e d  m e  t h a t  t h e
hig h e s t  p e a k  in view—t h e  hig h e s t  in M a r s—w a s
no t  les s  t h a n  4 4,00 0  fee t .   N o  M a r ti al b alloonis t ,
m u c h  less  a ny M a r ti al  m o u n t ain-clim b er, h a s  ever, s ave
onc e,  r e a c h e d  a  g r e a t e r  h eig h t  t h a n  1 6,0 00  fee t—t h e
ai r  a t  t h e  s e a-level b ein g  sc a r c ely m o r e  d e n s e  t h a n
ou r s  a t  1 0,00 0  fee t .   Kevim a  indica t e d  on e  s po t
in t h e  sou t h e r n  r a n g e  of r e m a rk a ble  in t e r e s t ,  a s socia t e d
wi th  a n  incid e n t  w hic h  for m s  a n  e poc h  in t h e  r e co r ds
of M a r ti al  g eo g r a p hy.  A sloping  pl a t e a u ,  so m e
1 9,00 0  fee t  a bove  t h e  s e a-level, is d efine d  wit h  r e m a rk a ble
cle a r n e s s  in t h e  di r ec tion  fro m  w hich  w e  view e d  it.  
The  for e s t s  a p p e a r e d  to  hide ,  t ho u g h  t h ey do  no t  of
cou r s e  a c t u ally a p p ro a c h,  it s  lowe r  e d g e.   On
on e  sid e  a n d  to  t h e  r e a r  it is s h u t  in by  p r e cipices
so  a b r u p t  t h a t  t h e  s now  fails to  cling  to  t h e m,  w hile
on  t h e  r e m aining  side  it is s e p a r a t e d  by a  d e e p,  wid e
clef t  fro m  t h e  w e s t e r n  po r tion  of t h e  r a n g e.  
H e r e  for  ce n t u ri e s  w e r e  visible  t h e  r elics  of a n  explo ring
p a r ty, w hich  r e a c h e d  t his  pl a t e a u  a n d  n eve r  r e t u r n e d.  
Atte m p t s  h ave,  sinc e  t h e  s t e e ring  of b alloons  h a s  b e co m e
a n  a cco m plish e d  fac t,  b e e n  m a d e  to  r e ac h  t h e  poin t ,
b u t  wi thou t  s ucc e s s,  a n d  t hos e  w ho  h ave  a p p ro ac h e d
n e a r e s t  h av e  failed  to  find  a ny of t h e  long-visible
r e m ains  of a n  exp e di tion  w hich  p e ris h e d  fou r  o r  five
t hous a n d  ye a r s  a go.  Kevim a  t hou g h t  it  p ro b a ble
t h a t  t h e  m e t allic poles  eve n  t h e n  e m ployed  for  t e n t s
a n d  for  climbing  p u r pos e s  mig h t  s till b e  in t a c t;  b u t
if so,  t h ey  w e r e  c e r t ainly b u ri ed  in t h e  s now, a n d
Es mo  b elieved  it  m o r e  likely t h a t  eve n  t h e s e  h a d  p e ris h e d.

As t h e  mis t s  of eve ning  fell w e  r e t r e a t e d  to  ou r  c a bin,
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w hich  w a s  w a r m e d  by a  c u r r e n t  of h e a t e d  ai r  fro m  t h e
el ec t ric  m a c hin e ry.  H e r e  ou r  eve nin g  m e al  w a s
s e rve d,  a t  w hich  Es mo  a n d  hi s  son  joine d  u s ,  Eve e n a
r e s u min g,  eve n  in t h ei r  p r e s e n c e,  t h e  veil s h e  h a d
wo r n  on  d e ck  b u t  h a d  laid  a sid e  t h e  m o m e n t  w e  w e r e
alon e.   An ho u r  o r  t wo  af t e r  s u n s e t ,  t h e  nigh t
(a n  u n u s u al  occ u r r e n c e  in  M a r s)  w a s  cle a r  a n d  fine,
a n d  I took t his  oppo r t u ni ty of obs e rving  fro m  a  n e w
s t a n d poin t  t h e  fa milia r  cons t ella tions.   The  scin tilla tion
so  c h a r a c t e ris tic  of t h e  fixed  s t a r s ,  e s p ecially in
t h e  t e m p e r a t e  clim a t e s  of t h e  E a r t h ,  w a s  s c a r c ely
p e rc e p tible .   Sc a t t e r e d  onc e  m o r e  ove r  t h e  s u rfac e
of a  d efine d  sky, i t w a s  m u c h  e a sie r  t h a n  in s p a c e
to  r e co g nis e  t h e  s eve r al  cons t ell a tions;  b u t  t h ei r
n e w  a n d  s t r a n g e  si t u a tions  w e r e  no t  a  lit tle  s u r p ri sing
a t  fir s t  sigh t ,  so m e  of t hos e  w hich,  a s  s e e n  on  E a r t h
r evolved  slowly in t h e  n eig h bo u r hood  of t h e  pole s,
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b ein g  no w  no t  fa r  fro m  t h e  t ropics,  a n d  so m e,  w hich
h a d  t h ei r  pl ac e  wi thin  t h e  t ro pics,  now  lying  fa r
to  no r t h  o r  so u t h.   Aroun d  t h e  no r t h e r n  pole  t h e
S w a n  s win gs  by it s  t ail, a s  in ou r  skies  t h e  Less e r
Be a r;  Aride d  b ein g  a  Pole-S t a r  w hich  n e e d s  no  Point e r s
to  indica t e  it s  posi tion.   Vega  is t h e  only o th e r
b rillian t  s t a r  in t h e  im m e di a t e  n eig h bo u r hood; a n d,
s ave  for  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of t h e  Milky Way di r ec tly c ros sing
it, t h e  a r c tic  ci rcle  is dis tinc tly les s  b righ t  t h a n
ou r  ow n.   The  so u t h  pole  lies  in on e  of t h e  d ulles t
r e gions  of t h e  h e ave n s,  n e a r  t h e  c hi ef s t a r  of t h e
Pe acock.  Arc tu r u s ,  t h e  Gre a t  Be ar, t h e  Twins,
t h e  Lion, t h e  Sco r pion, a n d  Fo m alh a u t  a r e  a m o n g  t h e
o r n a m e n t s  of t h e  E q u a to rial zon e:   t h e  Cross,
t h e  Ce n t a ur, a n d  t h e  S hip  of ou r  a n t a r c tic  cons t ella tions,
a r e  visible  fa r  in to  t h e  no r t h e r n  h e misp h e r e .  
On  t h e  p r e s e n t  occ a sion  t h e  t wo  Moons  w e r e  bo t h  visible
in t h e  w e s t ,  t h e  ho r n s  of bo t h  c r e s c e n t s  poin ting
in t h e  s a m e  di r ec tion,  t hou g h  t h e  on e  w a s  in h e r  las t ,
t h e  o t h e r  in h e r  fi r s t  p h a s e.

As w e  w e r e  w a tc hin g  t h e m,  Eve e n a,  w r a p p e d  in a  cloak
of fu r  no t  a  lit tl e  r e s e m bling  t h a t  of t h e  silve r
fox, b u t  fa r  sof t er, s tole  h e r  h a n d  in to  min e  a n d
w hisp e r e d  a  r e q u e s t  t h a t  I wo uld  lend  h e r  t h e  ins t r u m e n t
I w a s  u sin g.   With  so m e  ins t r uc tion  a n d  h elp  s h e
con t rived  to  a dju s t  it, h e r  sig h t  r e q ui ring  a  d e cide d
al t e r a tion  of t h e  focus  a n d  a n  a p p ro a c h  of t h e  t wo
eye-piec e s;  t h e  eyes  of h e r  r a c e  b ein g  s e t  so m e w h a t
n e a r e r  t h a n  in a n  av e r a g e  Arya n  co u n t e n a n c e.   S h e
exp r e s s e d  no  lit tle  s u r p ris e  a t  t h e  cle a r n e s s  of d efini tion,
a n d  t h e  m a rk e d  e nla r g e m e n t  of t h e  discs  of t h e  t wo
s a t elli t es,  a n d  wo uld  h av e  u s e d  t h e  ins t r u m e n t  to
sc a n  t h e  s t a r s  a n d  visible  pl a n e t s  h a d  I no t  insis t e d
on  h e r  r e ti r e m e n t;  t h e  ligh t  a t m os p h e r e ,  a s  is alw ays
t h e  c a s e  on  cle a r  nig h t s ,  w h e n  no  cloud-veil p r eve n t s
r a pid  r a di a tion  fro m  t h e  s u rfac e,  b eing  bi t t e rly cold,
a n d  h e r  life no t  h aving  a cc u s to m e d  h e r  to  t h e  nig h t
ai r  eve n  in t h e  m o s t  g e ni al s e a son.

As w e  could,  of cou r s e ,  s e e  no t hing  of t h e  cou n t ry
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t h ro u g h  w hic h  w e  p a s s e d  d u ring  t h e  nigh t ,  a n d  a s  Es mo
infor m e d  m e  t h a t  li t tle  o r  no t hin g  of s p e cial in t e r e s t
wo uld  occ u r  d u ring  t his  p a r t  of ou r  voya g e,  ou r  vess el
w e n t  a t  full s p e e d,  h e r  pilo t  b ein g  t ho rou g hly a c q u ain t e d
wi th  t h e  river, a n d  a n  el ec t ric  ligh t  in  t h e  bow  e n a bling
hi m  to  s t e e r  wi th  p e rf ec t  confide nc e  a n d  s afe ty. 
Whe n,  t h e r efo r e ,  w e  c a m e  on  d e ck  af t e r  t h e  dis sip a tion
of t h e  m o r ning  mis t ,  w e  foun d  ou r s elves  in  a  sc e n e
ve ry diffe r e n t  fro m  t h a t  w hich  w e  h a d  left.   Ou r
cou r s e  w a s  no r t h  by w e s t .   On  ei t h e r  b a nk  lay a
cou n t ry  cul tiva t e d  ind e e d,  b u t  c hiefly p a s to r al, p ro d ucin g
a  rich  h e r b a g e,  g r az e d  by inn u m e r a ble  h e r d s,  a m o n g
w hich  I obs e rve d  wi th  in t e r e s t  s eve r al  flocks  of la rg e
bi r d s,  ke p t ,  a s  Es mo  infor m e d  m e,  p a r tly for  t h ei r
plu m a g e.   This  p r e s e n t e d  r e m a rk a ble  co m bin a tions
of colour, fa r  s u r p a s sing  in  b rilliancy a n d  in va rie ty
of p a t t e r n  t h e  t ail of t h e  p e a cock, a n d  oft e n  rivalling
in len g t h  a n d  d elicacy, w hile  exc e e din g  in  b e a u ty of
colou rin g,  t h e  s pl e n did  fea t h e r s  w hich  m u s t  h av e  e m b a r r a s s e d
t h e  Bird  of Pa r a dise ,  eve n  b efor e  t h ey r e n d e r e d  hi m
a n  objec t  of p u r s ui t  by  t hos e  w ho  h av e  le a r n t  t h e
vices  a n d  a r e  e a g e r  to  p u r c h a s e  t h e  w a r e s  of civilis e d
m a n .   Im m e dia t ely a c ro ss  ou r  co u r s e ,  a t  a  dis t a nc e
of so m e  t hi r ty mile s,  s t r e t c h e d  a  r a n g e  of m o u n t ain s.  
I inq ui r e d  of Es mo  ho w  t h e  rive r  t u r n e d  in o r d e r  to
avoid  t h e m,  sinc e  no  op e ning  w a s  visible  eve n  t h ro u g h
my  gla s s.

243



Page 144

“The  p rop e r  cou r s e  of t h e  river,” h e  s aid,
“lies  a t  t h e  foot  of t hos e  hills.   But  t hi s
wo uld  t a k e  u s  ou t  of ou r  ro a d,  a n d,  m o r eover, t h e
s t r e a m  is no t  n aviga ble  for  m a ny  s toloi a bove  t h e  t u r ning-poin t.  
We s h all hold  on  n e a rly in t h e  s a m e  di r e c tion  a s  t h e
p r e s e n t  till w e  lan d  a t  t h ei r  foot.”

“And how,” I s aid,  “a r e  w e  to  c ross
t h e m ?”

“At you r  c hoice,  ei t h e r  by  c a r ri a g e  o r  by  b alloon,”
h e  s aid.   “The r e  is a t  ou r  landing-plac e
a  tow n  in w hich  w e  s h all e a sily p roc u r e  ei t h er.”

“But,” s aid  I, “ thou g h  ou r  lug g a g e
is fa r  les s  h e avy t h a n  would  b e  t h a t  of a  b rid e  on
E a r t h ,  a n d  Eve e n a’s for m s  t h e  s m alles t  po r tion
of it, I s ho uld  fancy t h a t  i t m u s t  b e  inconve nie n tly
h e avy for  a  b alloon.”

“Ce r t ainly,” h e  r e plie d;  “bu t  w e
could  s e n d  it  by  c a r ri a g e  ev e n  ove r  t h e  m o u n t ain  ro a d s.  
The  bo a t ,  ho w ever, will go  on,  a n d  will m e e t  u s  so m e
t hi r ty  miles  b eyon d  t h e  poin t  w h e r e  w e  leave  it.”

“And how  is t h e  bo a t  to  p a s s  ove r  t h e  hills?”

“Not  over, b u t  u n d er,” h e  s aid,  s miling.  
“The r e  is no  n a t u r al  p a s s a g e  e n ti r ely t h ro u g h
t h e  r a n g e,  b u t  t h e r e  is wi thin  i t a  valley t h e  bo t to m
of w hich  is no t  m u c h  hig h e r  t h a n  t hi s  pl ain.   Of
t h e  t hi r ty mile s  to  b e  t r ave r s e d ,  a bo u t  on e-h alf lies
in t h e  cou r s e  of t his  valley, alon g  w hich  a n  a r tificial
c a n al  h a s  b e e n  m a d e.   Th ro u g h  t h e  hills a t  e i t h e r
e n d  a  t u n n el  h a s  b e e n  cu t ,  t h e  on e  of six, t h e  o t h e r
of a bo u t  nin e  mile s  in  leng t h,  affo rding  a  p e rfec tly
s afe  a n d  e a sy  cou r s e  for  t h e  bo a t;  a n d  it  is t h ro u g h
t h e s e  t h a t  n e a rly all t h e  h e avy t r affic p a s sing  in
t his  di r e c tion  is conveyed.”

“I s ho uld  like,” I s aid,  “if it
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b e  pos sible,  to  p a s s  t h ro u g h  on e  a t  le a s t  of t h e s e
t u n n els,  u nl es s  t h e r e  b e  on  t h e  m o u n t ains  t h e m s elves
so m e t hing  e s p eci ally wo r t h  s e ein g.”

“Not hing,” h e  r e plied.   “They
a r e  low, no n e  m u c h  exc e e din g  t h e  h eigh t  of t h a t  fro m
w hich  you  d e s c e n d e d.”

Eve e n a  no w  joine d  u s  on  d e ck,  a n d  w e  a m u s e d  ou r s elves
for  t h e  n ex t  t wo  ho u r s  in obs e rving  t h e  diffe r e n t
a ni m als,  of w hich  s uc h  n u m b e r s  w e r e  to  b e  s e e n  a t
eve ry t u r n ,  do m e s tic a t e d  a n d  t r ain e d  for  on e  o r  o th e r
of t h e  m a ny m e t ho ds  in w hich  t h e  b r u t e s  c a n  s e rve
t h e  conve nienc e,  t h e  s u s t e n a nc e,  o r  t h e  luxu ry of
m a n .   Anim al food is e a t e n  on  M a r s;  b u t  t h e  fles h
of bi r d s  a n d  fish  is m u c h  m o r e  la rg ely e m ploye d  t h a n
t h a t  of q u a d r u p e d s,  a n d  e g g s  a n d  milk e n t e r  in to  t h e
c uisin e  fa r  m o r e  ext e n sively t h a n  ei t h er.  In
fac t,  fles h  a n d  fish  a r e  u s e d  m u c h  a s  t h ey  s e e m  to
h ave  b e e n  in t h e  e a rlie r  p e riod  of Gr e ek  civilis a tion,
a s  r elish  a n d  s u p ple m e n t  to  frui t s ,  veg e t a ble s,  a n d
fa rin ac eo us  dis h es ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a s  t h e  p rincip al el e m e n t
of food.  As t h ei r  t r aining  a n d  t h ei r  ex t r e m e
t a m e n e s s  indica t e,  do m e s tic  c r e a t u r e s,  eve n  t hos e
d e s tin e d  only to  s e rve  a s  food  o r  to  fu r nis h  clo t hin g,
a r e  t r e a t e d  no t  ind e e d  wi t h  t e n d e r n e s s,  b u t  wi th  g e n tle n es s,
a n d  wi t ho u t  ei t h e r  t h e  n e glec t  o r  t h e  c r u el ty w hic h
so  r evolt  h u m a n e  m e n  in wi tn e ssin g  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  of
Ter r e s t ri al a ni m als  by  t hos e  w ho  h ave  p e r so n al  c h a r g e
of t h e m.   To d e s c rib e  a ny consid e r a ble  n u m b e r
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of t h e  h u n d r e d  for m s  I s a w  d u rin g  t his  s ho r t  p e riod
wo uld  b e  impossible.   I h ave  d r a wing s,  o r  r a t h e r
pic t u r e s ,  of m os t ,  t ak e n  by t h e  ligh t-p ain ting  p roc e ss ,
w hich  I ho p e  h e r e with  to  r e mi t  to  E a r t h ,  a n d  w hich
a t  le a s t  s e rve  to  give  a  g e n e r al  ide a  of t h e  poin t s
in w hich  t h e  M a r ti al c hi efly diffe r s  fro m  t h e  Ter r e s t ri al
fau n a.   Thos e  a ni m als  w hos e  co a t s  fu rnish  a  t extile
fib r e  m o r e  r e s e m ble  r eind e e r  a n d  go a t s  t h a n  s h e e p;
t h ei r  wool is sof t er, long er, a n d  less  cu rly, fr e e
al so  fro m  t h e  g r e a sine s s  of t h e  s h e e p.

It  s e e m e d  to  m e  t h a t  a n  ext r e m e  q u ain t n e ss  ch a r ac t e ri s e d
t h e  do m e s tic  c r e a t u r e s  ke p t  for  s p e ci al p u r pos e s.  
This  w a s  no t  t h e  effec t  of m e r e  novel ty, for  a ni m als
like  t h e  a m ba  a n d  bi r d s  like  t h e  e s v e ,
t r ain e d  to  t h e  p e rfo r m a n c e  of s e rvices  co n g e nial to
t h ei r  n a t u r al  h a bi t s,  ho w eve r  dis si mila r  to  Ter r e s t ri al
s p eci es ,  h a d  no t  t h e  s a m e  ai r  of sing ula ri ty, o r  r a t h e r
of m o n s t ro si ty.  Bu t  in  t h e  c r e a t u r e s  b r e d  to
fu r nis h  wool, fea t h e r s ,  o r  t h e  like,  so m e  single  fea t u r e
w a s  alw ays  ex a g g e r a t e d  in to  di sp ro po r tion a t e  di m e nsions .  
Thus  t h e  eln erv e  is load e d  wi th  long  plu m e s,
so m e ti m e s  t wic e  t h e  leng t h  of t h e  body, a n d  c u rle d
u p w a r d  a t  t h e  ex t r e mity, so  t h a t  it  c a n  n ei t h e r  fly
no r  r u n;  a n d  t ho u g h  it s  plu m a g e  is exq uisi t ely b e a u tiful,
t h e  c r e a t u r e  it s elf is si m ply ludic rous.   I t  b e a r s
t h e  s a m e  pop ula r  r e p u t e  for  s a g a ci ty a s  t h e  goos e
of E u ro p e a n  fa r my a r d s .   The  an gas to  h a s
h ai r  o r  wool so  long  t h a t  it s  limbs  a r e  al mos t  hid d e n,
jus t  b efo r e  s h e a ring-tim e,  in t h e  t r e s s e s  t h a t  h a n g
fro m  t h e  bo dy h alf w ay to  t h e  g ro u n d.   The  calper z e ,
a  bi r d  no  la rg e r  t h a n  a  N o rfolk t u rk ey, h a s  t h e  hin d e r
p a r t  d evelop e d  to  a n  e no r m o us  size,  so  t h a t  t h e  g r ac eful
p e a cock-like  n eck  a n d  s ho uld e r s  a p p e a r  a s  if los t  in
t h e  h u g e  p ro po r tions  of t h e  bo dy, a n d  t h e  lit tl e  wings
a r e  to t ally u nfi t  to  r ais e  it  in  t h e  ai r;  w hile  i t
lays  al mos t  d aily e g g s  a s  la r g e  a s  t hos e  of t h e  os t rich
a n d  of p e c ulia r  r ich n e ss  a n d  flavour.  N e a rly all
t h e  do m e s tic  bi rd s  ke p t  for  t h e  s ak e  of e g g s  o r  fea t h e r s
h ave  wings  t h a t  look a s  if t h ey h a d  b e e n  clipp e d,
a n d  a r e  inc a p a ble  of fligh t .   C r e a t u r e s  value d
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for  t h ei r  fles h,  s uc h  a s  t h e  q uor no  (so m e w h a t
like  t h e  el a n d,  b u t  wi th  t h e  single  ho r n  so  co m m o n
a m o n g  its  con g e n e r s  in M a r s,  a n d  wi th  a  sof t  w hi t e
hid e), a n d  t h e  vis t e , a  bi rd  a bo u t  t h e  size
of t h e  p e a cock, wi th  t h e  for m  of t h e  p a r t rid g e  a n d
t h e  flavou r  of g ro us e  o r  bl ack  g a m e,  p r e s e rve  m o r e
n a t u r al  p ropo r tions.   The  wing-q uills of t h e  la t t er,
how ever, h aving  b e e n  sys t e m a tic ally pluck e d  for  h u n d r e d s
of g e n e r a t ions ,  a r e  now  d w a rfe d  a n d  u s el e s s.   Thes e
a ni m als  a r e  no t  e ncou r a g e d  to  m a k e  fa t  on  t h e  on e  h a n d,
o r  to  d evelop  pow e rful m u s cle s  a n d  sine ws  on  t h e  o t h er. 
They a r e  fed  for  p a r t  of t h e  ye a r  on  t h e  high e r  a n d
t hin n e r  p a s t u r e s  of t h e  m o u n t ains.   Wh e n  b ro u g h t
dow n  to  t h e  m e a do w s  of t h e  pl ain,  t h ey a r e  allow e d
to  g r aze  only for  a  few ho u r s  b efo r e  s u n s e t  a n d  af t e r
s u n ri s e.   They t h u s  p r e s e rve  m u c h  of t h e  flavou r
of g a m e  o r  m o u n t ain  s h e e p  a n d  c a t tl e ,  w hich  t h e  oxen

247



Page 146

a n d  poul t ry of E u ro p e  h ave  los t;  flavour, no t  q u a n ti ty,
b ein g  t h e  c hief objec t  of c a r e  wi th  M a r ti al g r azie r s .  
So m e ti m e s,  ho w ever, so m e  p e c ulia ri ty p e rfec tly u s ele s s,
o r  eve n  inconve nie n t ,  a p p e a r s  to  b e  n a t u r ally a s socia t e d
wi th  t h a t  w hich  is a r tificially d evelop e d.   Thus
t h e  b e a k  of t h e  eln erv e  is w e a k  a n d  oft e n  s pli t s ,
so  a s  to  r e n d e r  it s  r e a rin g  t ro u ble so m e  a n d  e n t ail
con sid e r a ble  loss e s;  w hile  t h e  ho r n s  of t h e  wool-b e a rin g
a ni m als  a r e  long  a n d  s t ro n g  e no u g h  to  b e  for mid a ble,
b u t  so  ro u g h  a n d  co a r s ely g r ain e d  t h a t  t h ey a r e  t u r n e d
to  no  a cco u n t  for  u s e  o r  o r n a m e n t .

We w e r e  r a pidly a p p ro a c hin g  t h e  foot  of t h e  hills,
w h e r e  t h e  rive r  m a d e  a no t h e r  a n d  a b r u p t  t u r n.  
At t his  poin t  t h e  p ro d uc e  of t h e  w hole  u p p e r  valley
is g e n e r ally e m b a rk e d,  a n d  s u p plie s  fro m  all o th e r
q u a r t e r s  a r e  h e r e  r ec eive d  a n d  dis t ribu t e d .   In
con s e q u e n c e,  a  tow n  la rg e  a n d  impo r t a n t  for  t his  pla n e t ,
w h e r e  no  on e  w ho  c a n  h elp  i t p r efe r s  t h e  c row d e d  s t r e e t
to  t h e  fre e do m  a n d  exp a n s e  of t h e  cou n t ry, h a d  g row n
u p,  wi th  a bo u t  a  h u n d r e d  a n d  fifty ho u s e s ,  a n d  p e r h a p s
a  t hou s a n d  inh a bi t a n t s.   I t  w a s  so  m u c h  m a t t e r
of cou r s e  t h a t  voyag e r s  s hould  di se m b a rk  to  c ros s
t h e  hills o r  to  p u r s u e  t h ei r  jou r n ey alon g  t h e  u p p e r
p a r t  of t h e  rive r  by  ro a d,  t h a t  h alf-a-doz e n  diffe r e n t
p a r t n e r s hips  m a d e  it  t h ei r  b u sin es s  to  a s sis t  in t h e
t r a n sfe r  of p a s s e n g e r s  a n d  ligh t  w a r e s .   Ahe a d
of u s  w a s  a  so m e w h a t  s t e e p  hill-slop e ,  in  t h e  low e r
p a r t  of w hich  a  w all a b solu t ely p e r p e n dic ula r  h a d
b e e n  cu t  by t hos e  w ho  pi e rc e d  t h e  t u n n el, t h e  m o u t h
of w hich  w a s  now  cle a rly visible  im m e dia t ely b efo r e
u s .   I t  w a s  a bo u t  t w elve  fee t  in  h eig h t ,  a n d  p e r h a p s
t w e n ty fee t  in wid t h.   The  s t r e a m,  w hic h,  like
n e a rly all M a r ti al  r ive r s,  is wid e  a n d  s h allow, h a d
d u ring  t h e  las t  fifty mile s  of ou r  cou r s e  g row n  n a r row er,
wi th  a  d e p t h  a t  t h e  s a m e  tim e  cons t a n tly les s e ning,
so  t h a t  so m e  c a r e  w a s  r e q ui r e d  on  t h e  p a r t  of t h e
pilot  to  avoid  r u n ning  a g ro u n d.   A s t r e a m  of t w e n ty
inch es  in  d e p t h ,  affor ding  roo m  for  t wo  bo a t s  to  p a s s
a b r e a s t ,  is conside r e d  n avig a ble  for  ves s els  only
c a r rying  p a s s e n g e r s;  t hi r ty  inch e s  a r e  r e q ui r e d  to
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affor d  a  cou r s e  w hich  for  h e avy freigh t  is p r ef e r a ble
to  t h e  ro a d.   Eve e n a  h a d  t ak e n  it  for  g r a n t e d
t h a t  w e  s hould  dis e m b a rk  h e r e ,  a n d  it w a s  no t  till
w e  h a d  co m e  wi thin  a  h u n d r e d  ya r ds  of t h e  lan ding-plac e—w h e r e
t h e  b a nk  w as  p e r p e n dic ula r  a n d  levelled  to  a  h eigh t
a bove  t h e  w a t er, w hic h  e n a ble d  p a s s e n g e r s  to  s t e p  di r ec tly
fro m  t h e  d e ck  of t h e  bo a t—witho u t  sl acke nin g
ou r  s p e e d,  t h a t  t h e  pos sibili ty of ou r  in t e n din g  to
a c co m p a ny t h e  bo a t  on  its  s u b t e r r e n e  cou r s e  occ u r r e d
to  h er.  As s h e  did  no t  s p e a k,  b u t  m e r ely d r e w
clos e r  to  m e ,  a n d  h eld  fas t  my  h a n d,  I h a d  no  ide a
of h e r  r e al  dis t r e s s  till w e  w e r e  a c t u ally a t  t h e
m o u t h  of t h e  bl ack  a n d  ve ry frigh tful-looking  p a s s a g e,
a n d  t h e  pilo t  h a d  ligh t e d  t h e  elec t ric  la m p.   As
t h e  bo a t  s ho t  u n d e r  t h e  a r c h  s h e  could  no t  r e p r e s s
a  c ry of t e r ror.  N a t u r ally p u t tin g  my a r m  ro u n d
h e r  a t  t his  sign  of al a r m,  I fel t  t h a t  s h e  w a s  t r e m bling
violen tly, a n d  a  sin gle  look, d e s pi t e  h e r  veil, co nvinc e d
m e  t h a t  s h e  w a s  c rying,  t ho u g h  in sile nc e  a n d  doing
h e r  u t mos t  to  conc e al  h e r  t e a r s .
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“Are you  so  frigh t e n e d,  child?” I a sk e d.  
“I h ave  b e e n  t h ro u g h  m a ny s u b t e r r a n e a n  p a s s a g e s ,
t hou g h  no n e  so  long  a n d  d a rk  a s  t his.   Bu t  you
s e e  ou r  la m p  ligh t s  u p  no t  only t h e  bo a t  b u t  t h e  w hole
vaul t  a ro u n d  a n d  b efo r e  u s ,  a n d  t h e r e  c a n  b e  no  d a n g e r
w h a t ever.”

“I a m  frigh t e n e d,  t ho u g h,” s h e  s aid,  “I
c a n no t  h elp  it.   I n eve r  s a w  a ny t hing  of t h e  kind
b efo r e;  a n d  t h e  d a rk n e s s  b e hind  a n d  b efor e  u s,  a n d
t h e  bl ack  w a t e r  on  ei th e r  sid e,  do  m a k e  m e  s hiver.”

“Stop!” I c alled  to  t h e  bo a t m a n.

“Now, Eve e n a,” I s aid,  “I do  no t
c a r e  to  p e r sis t  in t his  jou r n ey if i t r e ally dis t r e s s e s
you.  I wis h e d  to  s e e  so  won d e rful a  wo rk  of e n gin e e ring;
b u t ,  af t e r  all, I h ave  b e e n  in a  m u c h  u glie r  a n d  m o r e
wo n d e rful pl ac e ,  a n d  I c a n  s e e  no t hin g  h e r e  s t r a n g e r
t h a n  w h e n  I w a s  ro w e d  for  t h r e e-q u a r t e r s  of a  mile
on  t h e  rive r  in t h e  M a m m o t h  Cave.  In  a ny c a s e
I s h all s e e  li t tl e  b u t  a  con tinu a tion  of w h a t  I s e e
al r e a dy; so  if you  c a n no t  b e a r  it,  w e  will go  b a ck.”

By t his  ti m e  Es mo,  w ho  h a d  b e e n  in t h e  bow s,  h a d  joine d
u s,  wishing  to  know  w hy I h a d  s top p e d  t h e  bo a t .

“This  c hild,” I s aid,  “is no t  u s e d
to  t r avelling,  a n d  t h e  t u n n el  frigh t e n s  h e r ;  so  t h a t
I t hink,  af t e r  all, w e  h a d  b e t t e r  t ak e  t h e  u s u al  cou r s e
a c ross  t h e  m o u n t ain s.”

“Nons e n s e!” h e  a n s w e r e d.   “The r e
is no  d a n g e r  h e r e ;  les s  p rob a bly t h a n  in a n  o r din a ry
d rive,  c e r t ainly les s  t h a n  in a  b alloon.  Don’t
s poil h er, my  frie n d.   If you  b e gin  by  yielding
to  so  silly a  c a p rice  a s  t hi s, you  will e n d  by b r e akin g
h e r  h e a r t  b efo r e  t h e  t wo  ye a r s  a r e  ou t .”

“Do go  on,” w his p e r e d  Eve e n a.   “I
w a s  ve ry silly; I a m  no t  so  frigh t e n e d  now, a n d  if
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you  will hold  m e  fas t ,  I will no t  mi s b e h ave  a g ain.”

Es mo  h a d  t ak e n  t h e  m a t t e r  ou t  of my  h a n d s,  d e si ring
t h e  bo a t m a n  to  p roc e e d;  a n d  t hou g h  I sy m p a t his e d  wi th
my  b rid e’s fe minin e  t e r ro r  m u c h  m o r e  t h a n  h e r
fa th e r  a p p e a r e d  to  do,  I w a s  s elfishly a nxious,  in
s pi t e  of my  d e cla r a tion  t h a t  t h e r e  could  b e  no  novel ty
in t his  t u n n el, to  s e e  on e  t hing  c e r t ainly o rigin al—t h e
m e a n s  by w hich  so  n a r ro w  a n d  so  long  a  p a s s a g e  could
b e  efficien tly ven tila t e d .   The  le a s t  I could  do,
how ever, w a s  to  a p p e a s e  Eve e n a’s fea r  b efo r e
t u r ning  my a t t e n tion  to  t h e  objec t s  of my  ow n  c u riosi ty. 
The  p r e s e n c e  of p hysical s t r e n g t h,  w hich  s e e m e d  to
h e r  s u p e r h u m a n,  p ro d uc e d  u po n  h e r  n e rve s  t h e  q uie ting
effec t  w hich,  ho w eve r  i r r a tion ally, g r e a t  bodily forc e
alw ays  exe rcis e s  ove r  wo m e n; p a r tly, p e r h a p s ,  fro m
t h e  a w e  it s e e m s  to  inspi r e ,  p a r tly fro m  a  ye t  m o r e
u n r e a so n a ble  b u t  ins tinc tive  r elia nc e  on  it s  p ro t ec tion
eve n  in d a n g e r s  a g ain s t  w hich  it is obviously u n av ailing.

P r e s e n tly a  c u r r e n t  of air, di s tinc tly w a r m e r  t h a n
t h a t  of t h e  t u n n el, w hich  h a d  b e e n  g r a d u ally inc r e a sin g
in forc e  for  so m e  mi n u t e s ,  b ec a m e  so  po w e rful t h a t
I could  no  long e r  s u p pos e  it a c cide n t al.   Kevim a
b ein g  n e a r  u s ,  I a sk e d  hi m  w h a t  it  m e a n t .

“Ventila tion,” h e  a n s w e r e d.   “The
ai r  in t h e s e  t u n n els  would  b e  foul a n d  s t a g n a n t ,  p e r h a p s
u n b r e a t h a ble,  if w e  did  no t  d rive  a  cons t a n t  c u r r e n t
of ai r  t h ro u g h  t h e m.   You did  no t  no tice,  a  few
ya r ds  fro m  t h e  e n t r a n c e ,  a  w h e el  w hich  d rives  a  la r g e
fan.   On e  of t h e s e  is pl ac e d  a t  eve ry h alf mile,
a n d  d rives  on  t h e  ai r  fro m  on e  e n d  of t h e  t u n n el  to
t h e  o t h er.  They a r e  r eve r s e d  t wice  in a  zyd a,
so  t h a t  t h ey m ay c r e a t e  no  cons t a n t  cou n t e r-cu r r e n t
ou t sid e.”
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“But  is no t  t h e  pow e r  exe r t e d  to  d r ive  so  g r e a t
a  body of ai r  exce e din gly cos tly?”

“No,” h e  a n s w e r e d.   “As you
a r e  a w a r e ,  el ec t rici ty is al mos t  ou r  only m o tive  pow er,
a n d  w e  c alcula t e  t h a t  t h e  labou r  of t wo  m e n,  eve n
wi tho u t  t h e  h elp  of m a c hin e s,  co uld  in t h ei r  wo rking
zyd a u  [eigh t  ho u r s] collec t  a n d  r e d u c e  a  s ufficien t
a m o u n t  of t h e  el e m e n t s  by w hich  t h e  c u r r e n t  is c r e a t e d
to  do  t h e  wo rk  of fou r  h u n d r e d  m e n  d u rin g  a  w hole
d ay a n d  nigh t .”

“And how  long,” I inqui r e d,  “ha s
el ec t rici ty h a d  so  co m ple t e  a  m o nopoly of m e c h a nic al
wo rk?”

“It  w a s  firs t  b ro u g h t  in to  g e n e r al  u s e ,”
h e  r e plie d,  “abou t  eigh t  t hou s a n d  ye a r s  a go. 
Befor e  t h a t ,  h e a t e d  ai r  s u p plied  ou r  p rincip al loco motive
forc e,  a s  w ell a s  t h e  po w e r  of s t a tion a ry m a c hin es
w h e r eve r  no  w a t e rfall of s ufficien t  e n e r gy w a s  a t
h a n d.   For  s eve r al  c e n t u ri e s  t h e  old  po w e r s  w e r e
s till e m ployed  u n d e r  co n di tions  favou r a ble  to  t h ei r
u s e.   But  w e  h av e  foun d  el ec t rici ty so  m u c h  c h e a p e r
t h a n  t h e  c h e a p e s t  of o th e r  a r tificial forc es,  so  m u c h
m o r e  po w e rful t h a n  a ny s u p plied  by  N a t u r e ,  t h a t  w e
h ave  long  discon tin u e d  t h e  e m ploym e n t  of a ny o t h er. 
Eve n  w h e n  w e  ob t ain  el ec t rici ty by m e a n s  of h e a t ,  w e
find  t h a t  t h e  g ain  in a p plica tion  m o r e  t h a n  co m p e n s a t e s
t h e  loss  in  t h e  t r a n s m u t a tion  of on e  force  in to  a no t h er.”

In  t h e  cou r s e  of lit tl e  m o r e  t h a n  h alf a n  ho u r  w e
e m e r g e d  fro m  t h e  t u n n el, w hos e  gloo m, w h e n  onc e  t h e
a t t r a c tion  of novel ty w a s  go n e,  w a s  c e r t ainly u n ple as a n t
to  mys elf, if no t  by  a ny m e a n s  so  frigh tful a s  Eve e n a
s till foun d  it.   The r e  w a s  no t hin g  s p eci ally a t t r ac tive
o r  no tice a ble  in t h e  valley t h rou g h  w hic h  ou r  cou r s e
now  r a n ,  exce p t  t h e  ex t r e m e  h eig h t  of i ts  m o u n t ain
w alls, w hich,  t ho u g h  no t  by a ny m e a n s  p e r p e n dicular,
r os e  to  a  h eig h t  of so m e  3 0 0 0  fee t  so  s u d d e nly t h a t
to  clim b  t h ei r  sid e s  wo uld  h ave  b e e n  a b solu t ely impossible.  
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Only d u ring  a bo u t  t wo  ho u r s  in  t h e  mi ddle  of t h e  d ay
is t h e  s u n  s e e n  fro m  t h e  level of t h e  s t r e a m;  a n d
it  is d a rk  in  t h e  bo t to m  of t his  valley long  b efor e
t h e  mis t  h a s  fallen  on  t h e  pl ain  ou t sid e.   We h a d
p r e s e n tly, how ever, to  a s c e n d  a  slope  of so m e  t w e n ty-five
fee t  in t h e  mile,  a n d  I w a s  m u c h  in t e r e s t e d  in t h e
p ec ulia r  m e t ho d  by w hich  t h e  a s c e n t  w a s  m a d e.  
A m e r e  a s c e n t ,  no t  g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h a t  of so m e  r a pid s
u p  w hich  Ame ric a n  bo a t m e n  h ave  m a n a g e d  to  c a r ry  t h ei r
b a r q u e s  by  m a n u al  forc e,  p r e s e n t e d  no  g r e a t  difficul ty;
b u t  so m e  skill is r e q ui r e d  a t  p a r ticul a r  poin t s  to
avoid  b ein g  ove r t u r n e d  by t h e  r u s h  of t h e  w a t er, a n d
ou r  vess el  so  c a r e e n e d  a s  to  affor d  m u c h  m o r e  exc us e
for  Eve e n a’s ou t b r e ak  of t e r ro r  t h a n  t h e  t u n n el
h a d  don e.   H a d  I no t  h eld  h e r  fas t  s h e  m u s t  c e r t ainly
h ave  b e e n  t h row n  ove r bo a r d,  t h e  pilo t,  u s e d  to  t h e
d a n g er, h aving  forgo t t e n  to  w a r n  u s .   For  t h e  r e s t ,
in  t h e  a b s e nc e  of r ocks,  t h e  vess el a s c e n d e d  m o r e
e a sily t h a n  a  pow e rful s t e a m er, if s h e  could  find
s ufficien t  d e p t h,  could  m a k e  h e r  w ay u p  t h e  r a pid s
of t h e  S t .  Law r e nc e  o r  simila r  s t r e a m s.   We e n t e r e d
t h e  s econ d  t u n n el  wi thou t  a ny sign  of al a r m  fro m  Eve e n a
p e rc e p tible  to  o th e r s;  only h e r  clinging  to  my h a n d
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exp r e s s e d  t h e  fea r  of w hich  s h e  w a s  a s h a m e d  b u t  could
no t  r i d  h e r s elf.  E m e r ging  fro m  its  m o u t h ,  w e
foun d  ou r s elves  wi thin  sigh t  of t h e  s e a  a n d  of t h e
tow n  a n d  h a r bo u r  of S e roc asfe,  w h e r e  w e  w e r e  n ex t
d ay to  e m b a rk.   La nding  fro m  t h e  bo a t ,  w e  w e r e
m e t  by t h e  frien d  w hos e  hos pi t ali ty Es mo  h a d  r e q u e s t e d.  
At his  ho u s e ,  h alf a  mile  ou t side  t h e  tow n,  for  t h e
fir s t  t im e  sinc e  ou r  m a r ri ag e  I h a d  to  p a r t  for  a
s ho r t  p e riod  wi th  Eve e n a,  w ho  w a s  led  a w ay by t h e  veiled
mis t r e s s  of t h e  ho us e,  w hile  w e  r e m ain e d  in t h e  e n t r a nc e
c h a m b e r  o r  h all.  The  eve nin g  m e al  w a s  a n ticip a t e d
by t wo  ho u r s ,  in o r d e r  t h a t  w e  mi g h t  a t t e n d  t h e  m e e ting
a t  w hich  my b rid e  a n d  I w e r e  to  r e c eive  ou r  for m al
a d mission  in to  t h e  Zint a.

CHAPTER XIII — THE CHILDREN OF LIGHT.

“P rob a bly,” s aid  Es mo,  w h e n,  a p p a r e n tly
a t  a  sig n  fro m  hi m, ou r  hos t  lef t  u s  for  so m e  min u t e s
alon e,  “m uc h  t h rou g h  w hich  you  a r e  a bo u t  to
p a s s  will s e e m  to  you  c hildish  o r  u n m e a nin g.   Ce r e m o nial
r e n d e r e d  imp r e s sive  to  u s  by im m e m o rial a n t iqui ty,
a n d  c h e ris h e d  t h e  m o r e  b e c a u s e  so  con t r a ry  to  t h e
a b s e n c e  of for m  a n d  c e r e mo ny in t h e  life  a ro u n d  u s—sym bolis m
w hich  is r e ally t h e  m o r e  u s eful, t h e  m o r e  valu a ble,
b ec a u s e  it  con t ains  m u c h  d e e p e r  m e a nin g  t h a n  is ev e r
a p p a r e n t  a t  fir s t  sigh t—h ave  p rove d  t h ei r
u s e  by  exp e rie nc e;  a n d,  a s  t h ey a r e  g e n e r ally wit n e s s e d
for  t h e  fir s t  ti m e  in e a rly you t h,  m a k e  a  s h a r p e r
imp r e s sion  t h a n  t h ey  a r e  likely to  effec t  u po n  a  mi n d
like  you r s.   Bu t  t h ey  m ay  s e e m  s t r a n g ely inconsis t e n t
wi th  a  b elief w hich  is in it s elf so  limit ed,  a n d  foun d e d
so  a b solu t ely u po n  logical p roof o r  p r a c tic al evide nc e.  
The  b e s t  t e s timo ny to  t h e  sou n d n e s s  of ou r  policy
in t his  r e s p e c t  is t h e  fac t  t h a t  ou r  vows,  a n d  t h e
ri t e s  by  w hich  t h ey a r e  s a nc tion e d,  a r e  n eve r  b rok e n,
t h a t  ou r  sym bols  a r e  r e g a r d e d  wi t h  a n  a w e  w hich  no
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t h r e a t s ,  no  p e n al ti es,  c a n  a t t ac h  to  t h e  hig h e s t  of
civil a u t ho ri ti es  o r  t h e  m o s t  sole m n  leg al s a nc tions .  
The  lan g u a g e  of sy m bol, m o r eover, h a s  for  u s  t wo  g r e a t
a dva n t a g e s—on e  d e p e n d e n t  u po n  t h e  d e p t h
of t hou g h t  a n d  knowle d g e  wi th  w hich  t h e  sy m bols  t h e m s elves
w e r e  s elec t e d  by  ou r  Fou n d er, owing  to  w hic h  e a c h  g e n e r a tion
finds  in  t h e m  so m e  n e w  t r u t h  of w hich  w e  n eve r  d r e a m e d
b efo r e;  t h e  o t h e r  a ri sing  fro m  t h e  fac t  t h a t  w e  a r e
a  s m all s elec t  bo dy in t h e  mids t  of a  hos tile  a n d
jealous  r a c e ,  fro m  w ho m  it  is m os t  impor t a n t  to  ke e p
t h e  key of co m m u nic a tions  w hich,  wit ho u t  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e,
h ave  all t h e  effec t  of ciph e r s.”

“I find,” I r e plied,  “in my ow n
wo rld  t h a t  eve ry  r eligion  a n d  eve ry  for m  of occ ul t
mys ticis m,  n ay, ev e ry sci enc e,  in i ts  ow n  w ay a n d
wi thin  it s  ow n  r a n g e,  a t t a c h e s  g r e a t  impo r t a n c e  to
sy m bols  in t h e m s elves  a p p a r e n tly a r bi t r a ry.  Expe rie nc e
s how s  t h a t  t h e s e ,  sym bols  of t e n  con t ain  a  clue  to
m o r e  t h a n  t h ey  w e r e  o rigin ally m e a n t  to  convey, a n d
c a n  b e  e m ploye d  in r e a sonings  fa r  b eyon d  t h e  g r a s p
of t hos e  w ho  fir s t  inven t e d  o r  a dop t e d  t h e m.  
Tha t  a  body like  t h e  Zin ta  could  b e  h eld  to g e t h e r
wi tho u t  c e r e m o nial a n d  wi t ho u t  for m ali ties,  w hich,
if t h ey  h a d  no  o t h e r  valu e,  wo uld  h av e  t h e  a t t r a c tion
of s ec r e sy a n d  exclusive n e s s ,  s e e m s  obviously impossible.”
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H e r e  ou r  hos t  r ejoin e d  u s .   We p a s s e d  in to  t h e
g alle ry, w h e r e  s eve r al  p e r so ns  w e r e  a w ai ting  u s;  t h e
m e n  for  t h e  m os t  p a r t  w e a rin g  a  s m all vizor  d e p e n d e n t
fro m  t h e  t u r b a n,  w hich  conc e ale d  t h ei r  fac es; t h e
wo m e n  all, wi t ho u t  exc e p tion,  closely veiled.  
As soon  a s  Es m o  a p p e a r e d ,  t h e  p a r ty  for m e d  t h e m s elves
in to  a  so r t  of p roc es sion  t wo  a n d  t wo.  Motioning
m e  to  t ak e  t h e  las t  pl ac e,  Es mo  p a s s e d  hi ms elf to
its  h e a d.   If t h e  figu r e  b e side  m e  w e r e  no t  a t
onc e  r ecog nis e d,  I could  no t  mis t ak e  t h e  touc h  of
t h e  h a n d  t h a t  s tole  in to  my ow n.   The  ligh t s  in
t h e  g alle ry w e r e  ex ting uis h e d,  a n d  t h e n  I p e r c eived
a  la m p  h eld  a t  t h e  e n d  of a  w a n d  of c rys t al,  w hich
gle a m e d  a bove  Es mo’s h e a d,  a n d  s ufficed  to  g uid e
u s ,  giving  ligh t  e no u g h  to  di r ec t  ou r  foot s t e p s  a n d
lit tle  m o r e .   Pe r h a p s  t his  h alf-d a rk n e s s,  t h e  twiligh t
w hich  g ave  a  c e r t ain  ai r  of mys t e ry  to  t h e  sc e n e  a n d
of u n c e r t ain ty to  t h e  for m s  of objec t s  e nco u n t e r e d
on  ou r  ro u t e ,  h a d  it s  ow n  p u r pos e.   We r e a c h e d
ve ry soon  t h e  e n d  of t h e  g alle ry, a n d  t h e n  t h e  p roc e ssion
t u r n e d  a n d  p a s s e d  s u d d e nly in to  a no t h e r  c h a m b er, a p p a r e n tly
n a r row, b u t  so  fain tly ligh t e d  by  t h e  la m p  in ou r
lea d e r’s h a n d s  t h a t  its  di m e n sions  w e r e  m a t t e r
of m e r e  conjec t u r e .   Tha t  w e  w e r e  d e s c e n din g  a
so m e w h a t  s t e e p  incline  I w a s  soon  a w a r e;  a n d  w h e n
w e  c a m e  a g ain  on  to  level g ro u n d  I fel t  s u r e  t h a t
w e  w e r e  p a s sing  t h ro u g h  a  g alle ry c u t  in n a t u r al  r ock.  
The  ligh t  w a s  fa r  too  di m  to  e n a ble  m e  to  dis ting uish
a ny op e nings  in t h e  w alls; b u t  t h e  p roc es sion  cons t a n tly
len g t h e n e d,  t ho u g h  it  w a s  impos sible  to  s e e  w h e r e
a n d  w h e n  n e w  m e m b e r s  joine d.   S u d d e nly t h e  ligh t
dis a p p e a r e d.   I s tood  s till for  a  m o m e n t  in s u r p ris e,
a n d  w h e n  I a g ain  w e n t  forw a r d  I b ec a m e  s p e e dily cons cious
t h a t  all ou r  co m p a nions  h a d  vanis h e d,  a n d  t h a t  w e
s tood  alon e  in u t t e r  d a rk n e s s.   Fe a ring  to  lea d
Eve e n a  fu r t h e r  w h e r e  my ow n  s t e p s  w e r e  a b solu t ely u nc e r t ain,
I p a u s e d  for  so m e  ti m e,  a n d  wi th  lit tle  difficul ty
d ecide d  to  r e m ain  w h e r e  I w a s,  u n til so m e t hin g  s ho uld
affor d  a n  indica tion  of t h e  p u r pos e  of t hos e  w ho  h a d
b ro u g h t  u s  so  far, a n d  w ho  m u s t  know, if t h ey  h a d
no t  a c t u al m e a n s  of obs e rving, t h a t  in  d a rk n e ss  a n d

256



solit ud e  I s hould  no t  ve n t u r e  to  p roc e e d.

P r e s e n tly, a s  g r a d u ally a s  in N o r t h e r n  clim a t e s  t h e
nig h t  p a s s e s  in to  m o r ning  t wiligh t ,  t h e  d a rk n e s s  b e c a m e
less  a b solu t e.   Whe nc e  t h e  ligh t  c a m e  it w a s  impossible
to  p e r c eive.   Diffus e d  all a ro u n d  a n d  slowly b ro a d e nin g,
it  jus t  e n a bled  m e  to  disc e r n  a  few p ac es  b efo r e  u s
t h e  ve r g e  of a  g ulf.  This  mig h t  h ave  b e e n  too
s h allow for  inconve nie nc e,  i t mig h t  h ave  b e e n  d e e p
e no u g h  for  d a n g er.  I w ai t e d  till my  eyes  s ho uld
b e  a ble  to  p e n e t r a t e  it s  in t e rio r;  b u t  b efo re  t h e  ligh t
e n t e r e d  it I p e r c eived,  a p p a r e n tly g rowin g  a c ross
it, r e ally co min g  g r a d u ally in to  view u n d e r  t h e  b rig h t e nin g
gle a m,  a  s p e cie s  of b ridg e  w hich—w h e n  t h e
t wiligh t  c e a s e d  to  inc r e a s e ,  a n d  r e m ain e d  a s  di m  a s
t h a t  c a s t  by t h e  c r e sc e n t  m oon—a s s u m e d
t h e  ou tline  of a  sle n d e r  t r u nk  s u p po r t e d  by wings,
d a rk  for  t h e  m o s t  p a r t  b u t  d efine d  alon g  t h e  e d g e  by
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a  n a r row  b a n d  of b righ t e s t  g r e e n ,  visible  in a  gle a m
too fain t  to  s how  a ny objec t  of a  d e e p e r  s h a d e.  
So m e w h a t  imp a tie n t  of t h e  obvious  sy m bolis m, I h u r ri e d
Eve e n a  forw a r d .   Im m e dia t ely on  t h e  o t h e r  sid e
of t h e  b ridg e  t h e  p a t h  t u r n e d  al mos t  a t  r i gh t  a n gle s;
a n d  h e r e  a  gle a m  of ligh t  a h e a d  affo rd e d  a  dis tinc t
g uid a n c e  to  ou r  s t e p s .   Appro ac hing  it,  w e  w e r e
c h allen g e d,  a n d  I g ave  t h e  a n s w e r  wi th  w hich  I h a d
b e e n  p r eviously fu r nis h e d;  a n  a n s w e r  w hich  m ay  no t
b e,  a s  it n eve r  h a s  b e e n,  w ri t t e n  dow n.   A doo r
p a r t e d  a n d  a d mi t t e d  u s  in to a  s m all ves tibule,  a t
t h e  o t h e r  e n d  of w hich  a  full a n d  b righ t  ligh t  s t r e a m e d
t h ro u g h  a  po r t al  of t r a n sluc e n t  c rys t al.  A s e n tin el,
a r m e d  only wi th  t h e  a n tiqu a t e d  s p e a r  w hich  m ay h av e
b e e n  h eld  by  hi s  fir s t  p r e d e c e sso r  in office  t e n  t hou s a n d
M a r ti al  ye a r s  a go, now  d e m a n d e d  ou r  n a m e s .   Min e
h e  si m ply r e p e a t e d ,  b u t  a s  I g ave  t h a t  of Eve e n a,  d a u g h t e r
of Es mo, h e  low e r e d  his  w e a po n  in t h e  s alu t e  s till
t r a di tion al  a m o n g  M a r ti al s e n t rie s;  a n d  b e n din g  his
h e a d,  touc h e d  wit h  hi s  lips  t h e  long  sle eve  of t h e
cloak  of t h e r n e -dow n  in w hich  s h e  w a s  on  t his
occ a sion  a g ain  e nv elop e d.   This ho m a g e  a p p e a r e d
to  s u r p ris e  h e r  al mos t  a s  m u c h  a s  mys elf, b u t  w e  h a d
no  leisu r e  for  obs e rva tion  o r  inq ui ry.  F ro m  b e hind
t h e  c rys t al  doo r  a no t h e r  c h allen g e  w a s  u t t e r e d.  
To t his  i t w a s  t h e  s e n t ry’s p a r t  to  r e ply, a n d
a s  h e  a n s w e r e d  t h e  doo r  p a r t e d;  t h a t  a t  t h e  o t h e r
e n d  of t h e  ves tib ule  h aving,  I obs e rve d,  close d  a s
w e  e n t e r e d,  a n d  so  close d  t h a t  it s  posi tion  w a s  u n discove r a ble.  
Befor e  u s  op e n e d  a  h all of co nsid e r a ble  size,  consis ting
of t h r e e  dis tinc t  va ul t s,  d efine d  by t wo  ro ws  of pilla r s ,
sle n d e r  s h aft s  r e s e m bling  t all b r a n c hle s s  t r e e s ,  t h e
c a pi t al  of e a c h  b eing  for m e d  by a  b r a nc hin g  h e a d  like
t h a t  of t h e  p al m.   The  t r u nks  w e r e  cove r e d  wi t h
gold e n  sc al e s;  t h e  fe r n-like  foliag e  a t  t h e  s u m mit
w a s  of a  b rig h t  s p a rkling  e m e r ald.   I t  w a s  evide n t
to  my  obs e rv a tion  t h a t  t h e  e n ti r e  h all h a d  b e e n  exc ava t e d
fro m  solid  rock,  a n d  t h e  pilla r s  left  in t h ei r  pl ac es .  
E a c h  of t h e  side  aisles,  if I m ay  so  c all t h e m,  w a s
occ u pie d  by fou r  ro w s  of s e a t s  si mila rly c a rve d  in
t h e  n a t u r al  s to n e;  b u t  lined  af t e r  M a r ti al fas hion,
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with  c us hions  e m b roide r e d  in fea t h e r s  a n d  m e t als,  a n d
cove r e d  by wove n  fab rics  fine r  t h a n  a ny know n  to  t h e
loo m s  of Lyons  o r  Cas h m e r e .   About  t wo-t hi r d s
of t h e  s e a t s  w e r e  occ u pie d;  t hos e  to  t h e  rig h t  a s
w e  e n t e r e d  (th a t  is,  on  t h e  left  of t h e  d ais  a t  t h e
e n d  of t h e  h all) by m e n,  t hos e  opposi t e  by  wo m e n.  
All, I obs e rve d,  ro s e  for  a  m o m e n t  a s  Eve e n a’s
n a m e  w a s  a n no u nc e d,  fro m  t h e  fu r t h e r  e n d  of t h e  h all,
by  t h e  for e m os t  of t h r e e  o r  fou r  p e r so ns  ves t e d  in
silver, wi t h  b el t s  of t h e  c rim so n  m e t al  w hich  pl ays
t h e  p a r t  of ou r  b e s t-t e m p e r e d  s t e el, a n d  b e a ring  in
t h ei r  h a n d s  w a n d s  of a  r o s e-colou r e d  jew el r e s e m bling
a  cloud e d  onyx in all b u t  t h e  h u e.   E ac h  of t h e m
wo r e  ove r  his  d r e s s  a  b a n d  o r  s a s h  of gold,  fas t e n e d
on  t h e  lef t  s ho ulde r  a n d  d e s c e n ding  to  t h e  b el t  on
t h e  rig h t ,  m u c h  r e s e m bling  t h e  ribbon s  of E u rop e a n
knigh t hood.   Thes e  s u p po r t e d  on  t h e  left  b r e a s t
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a  silve r  s t ar, o r  h e r aldic m ulle t ,  of six poin t s.  
Th ro u g ho u t  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  a s s e m bly a  si mila r  b u t
s m alle r  s t a r  glim m e r e d  on  eve ry  b r e a s t ,  s u p po r t e d,
how ever, by  g r e e n  o r  silve r  b a n d s,  t h e  for m e r  wo r n
by t h e  bo dy of t h e  a s s e m bly, t h e  la t t e r  by  a  few p e r so n s
g a t h e r e d  tog e t h e r  for  t h e  m o s t  p a r t  a t  t h e  u p p e r  e n d
of t h e  ch a m b er....  The  c hief w ho  h a d  fir s t  a d d r e s s e d
u s  b a d e  u s  p a s s  on,  a n d  w e  left  t h e  H all of t h e  Novitia t e
a s  a cc e p t e d  m e m b e r s  of t h e  Ord er....  Tha t  in to
w hich  w e  n ex t  e n t e r e d  w a s  so  d a rk  t h a t  it s  for m  a n d
di m e n sions  w e r e  sc a r c ely d efin e d  to  my eye s.  
I s u p pos e d  it, how ever, to  b e  ci rc ular, s u r m o u n t e d
by a  do m e  r e s e m bling  in colou r  t h e  olive  g r e e n  M a r tial
sky a n d  s p a n gle d  by  s t a r s ,  a m o n g  w hich  I disc e r n e d
on e  o r  t wo  familia r  cons t ella tions ,  b u t  m o s t  di s tinc tly,
b rig h t e n e d  fa r  b eyon d  its  n a t u r al  b rilliancy, t h e
a r c h  of t h e  Via Lac t ea .  P r e s e n tly, no t
on  a ny a p p a r e n t  s h e e t  o r  sc r e e n  b u t  a s  in  t h e  ai r
b efo r e  u s ,  a p p e a r e d  a  n a r ro w  b a n d  of ligh t  c ro ssing
t h e  e n ti r e  visible  s p ac e .   I t  r e s e m ble d  a  ro p e
t wis t e d  of t h r e e  s t r a n d s,  t wo  of a  d e e p  d ull h u e ,
t h e  on e  a p p a r e n tly o r a n g e,  t h e  o t h e r  b row n  or  c rim so n,
con t r a s ting  t h e  fa r  m o r e  b rillian t  e m e r ald  s t r a n d
t h a t  for m e d  t h e  t hi r d  po r tion  of t h e  t h r e efold  co r d.  
I h a d  lea r n t  by t hi s  ti m e  t h a t  m e t allic co r ds  so  t win e d
s e rve  in M a r s  m o s t  of t h e  u s e s  for  w hic h  ch ains  a r e
e m ploye d  on  E a r t h ,  a n d  I a s s u m e d  t h a t  t his  sym bol
pos s e ss e d  t h e  significa nc e  w hich  po e t ry  o r  r i t u al  mig h t
a t t a c h  to  t h e  la t t er.

This  co r d  o r  b a n d  r e t ain e d  it s  posi tion  t h ro u g ho u t ,
c rossing  t h e  d a rk  b a ck g ro u n d  of t h e  sc e n e s  no w  s ucc es sively
p r e s e n t e d ,  e a c h  of w hich  m el t e d  in to  i t s  s ucc e s so r—r a pidly,
b u t  so  g r a d u ally t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  n eve r  a  dis tinc t  poin t
of division,  a  m o m e n t  a t  w hich  it w a s  possible  to
s ay t h a t  a ny n e w  fea t u r e  w a s  fir s t  in t rod uc e d.

A b rig h t  mis t  of va rious  colou r s  in t e r mixed  in inext ric a ble
confusion,  a n  im a g e  of c h aos  b u t  for  t h e  di m  ligh t
r eflec t e d  fro m  all t h e  p a r ticle s,  filled  a  g r e a t  p a r t
of t h e  s p a c e  b efor e  u s ,  b u t  t h e  co r d  w a s  s till di sc e r nible
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in  t h e  b a ckg ro u n d.   P r e s e n tly, a  b rig h t  r o s e-colou r e d
poin t  of ligh t ,  t aking  g r a d u ally t h e  for m  of a n  Eye,
a p p e a r e d  a bove  t h e  co r d  a n d  b eyond  t h e  mis t;  a n d,  e m a n a ting
fro m  it, a  r ay  of si mila r  ligh t  e n t e r e d  t h e  m o tionless
vapour.  The n  a  m ove m e n t ,  w hos e  ch a r a c t e r  it  w a s
no t  e a sy to  disc e r n,  b u t  w hich  co ns t a n tly b e c a m e  m o r e
a n d  m o r e  evide n tly r hy t h mical a n d  r e g ular, co m m e n c e d
in t h e  mis t.   Within  a  few m o m e n t s  t h e  la t t e r
h a d  dis solve d,  le aving  in it s  pl ac e  t h e  s e m bl a nc e
of s t a r s,  s t a r-clu s t e r s ,  a n d  golde n  n e b ula e ,  a s  di m
a n d  confus e d  a s  t h a t  in  t h e  s wor d-b el t  of Orion,  o r
a s  w ell d efine d  a s  a ny of t hos e  c alled  by a s t rono m e r s
pla n e t a ry.  “Wh a t  s e e s t  t ho u?” s aid
a  voice  w hos e  ve ry di r e c tion  I could  no t  r e co g nis e.

“Cos mos  evolved  ou t  of confusion  by Law; Law
e m a n a tin g  fro m  S u p r e m e  Wisdo m  a n d  ir r e sis tible  Will.”

“And in t h e  t r iple  b a n d?”

“The  con tinui ty of Tim e  a n d  S p a c e  p r e s e rve d
by t h e  con tin ui ty of Law, a n d  con t rolled  by t h e  Will
t h a t  g ave  Law.”
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While  I s pok e  a  single  n e b ula  g r e w  la rg er, b rig h t er,
a n d  filled  t h e  e n ti r e  s p a c e  give n  t h ro u g ho u t  to  t h e
pic t u r e s  p r e s e n t e d  to  u s;  s t a r s  a n d  s t a r-clus t e r s
g r a d u ally fading  a w ay in to  r e m o t e r  dis t a n c e .   This
n e b ul a,  of s p h e ric al s h a p e—for m e d  of co a r s e r
p a r t icles  t h a n  t h e  p r evious  mis t ,  a n d  r eflec ting  o r
r a dia ting  a  m o r e  b rillian t  effulge nc e—w a s
in r a pid  w hi rling  m o tion.   I t  fla t t e n e d  in to  t h e
for m  of a  disc,  a p p a r e n tly al mos t  ci rc ul ar, of conside r a ble
d e p t h  o r  t hickn es s,  visibly d e n s e r  in t h e  c e n t r e  a n d
t hin n e r  tow a r d s  t h e  ro u n d e d  e d g e.   P r e s e n tly it
con d e n s e d  a n d  con t r a c t e d,  le aving  a t  e a c h  of t h e  s eve r al
in t e rvals  a  s eve r e d  rin g.   Mos t  of t h e s e  ri ngs
b rok e  u p,  t h ei r  fr a g m e n t s  con glo m e r a t e d  a n d  for ming
a  s p h e r e;  on e  in  p a r t icula r  s e p a r a tin g  in to  a  m ul ti t u d e
of mi n u t e r  s p h e r e s ,  o t h e r s  a s s u min g  a  highly ellip tic al
for m, con d e n sin g  h e r e  a n d  t hinning  ou t  t h e r e ;  w hile
t h e  c e n t r al  m a s s  g r e w  b rig h t e r  a n d  d e n s e r  a s  it co n t r a c t e d;
till t h e r e  lay b efor e  m e  a  p e rf ec t  minia t u r e  of t h e
sola r  sys t e m,  wi th  pla n e t s,  s a t elli t e s,  a s t e roids,
a n d  m e t eo ric  r ings .

“Wh a t  s e e s t  t hou?” a g ain  I h e a r d .

“In t ellige nc e  di r ec ting  Will, a n d  Will by  Law
d eveloping  t h e  mic rocos m  of w hich  t his  world  is on e
of t h e  s m alles t  p a r t s .”

The  o r b  w hich  r e p r e s e n t e d  M a r s  s tood  s till in  t h e
c e n t r e  of t h e  s p a c e ,  a n d  t his  o rb  soon  occu pied  t h e
w hole  a r e a .   I t  a s s u m e d  a t  fi r s t  t h e  for m  of a
vas t  vapo rou s  glob e;  t h e n  con t r a c t e d  to  a  co m p a r a tively
s m all s p h e r e ,  glowing  a s  if m o r e  t h a n  r e d-ho t ,  a n d
leaving  a s  i t con t r a c t e d  t wo  tiny b alls  r evolving
ro u n d  t h ei r  p ri m a ry.  The  la t t e r  g r a d u ally fad e d
till it  g ave  ou t  no  ligh t  b u t  t h a t  w hich  fro m  so m e
u n s e e n  sou rc e  w as  c a s t  u po n  it, on e-h alf cons e q u e n tly
con t r a s ting  in d a rk n e s s  t h e  r eflec t e d  b rig h t n e s s  of
t h e  o t h er.  E r e  long  it p r e s e n t e d  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e
of s e a  a n d  lan d,  of clou d,  of s now, a n d  ice,  a n d  b e c a m e
a  p e rfec t  im a g e  of t h e  M a r tial  s p h e r e .   The n  it
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g ave  plac e  to  a  glob e  of w a t e r  alon e,  wi thin  w hich
t h e  p roc e ss e s  of c rys t allis a tion,  a s  exhibi t e d  fir s t
in  it s  si m ple r  t h e n  in  it s  m o r e  co m plica t e d  for m s,
w e r e  b e a u tifully r e p r e s e n t e d.   The n  t h e r e  a p p e a r e d ,
I kn e w  no t  how, b u t  s e e mingly d evelope d  by t h e  s a m e
a g e n cy a n d  in t h e  s a m e  m a n n e r  a s  t h e  c rys t als,  a  s m all
t r a n s p a r e n t  s p h e r e  wi thin  t h e  w a t e ry  glob e,  con t aining
its elf a  s p h e rical n u cl eus .   F ro m  t his  w e r e  evolved
g r a d u ally t wo  dis tinc t  for m s,  on e  r e s e m bling  ve ry m u c h
so m e  of t h e  sim ple s t  of t hos e  t r a n s p a r e n t  c r e a t u r e s
w hich  t h e  mic roscop e  exhibi t s  to  u s  in t h e  w a t e r  d ro p,
a c tive,  fie rc e,  d e s t r uc tive  in t h ei r  s c al e  of size
a n d  life  a s  t h e  m o s t  pow e rful a ni m als  of t h e  s e a  a n d
land.   The  o t h e r  w a s  a  t iny fr a g m e n t  of tis s u e,
g r a d u ally s h a pin g  it s elf in to  t h e  sim ple s t  a n d  s m alles t
s p eci m e n s  of ve g e t a ble  life.  The  w a t e ry  glob e
dis a p p e a r e d,  a n d  t h e s e  two  w e r e  left  a lon e .   F ro m
e a c h  g r a d u ally e m e r g e d,  g ro wing  in size,  co m plexity,
a n d  dis tinc t n es s,  on e  for m  af t e r  a no t h e r  of hig h e r
o r g a nis a tion.

“Wh a t  s e e s t  t hou?”

“Life c alle d  ou t  of lifeles s n es s  by  Law.”
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Again,  so  g r a d u ally t h a t  no  s t e p  of t h e  p roc e s s  could
b e  s e p a r a t ely dis ting uis h e d,  for m e d  a  p a no r a m a  of
veg e t a ble  a n d  a ni m al life; a  lands c a p e  in  w hich  a p p e a r e d
so m e  doze n  p ri m al  s h a p e s  of ei t h e r  king do m.   E a c h
of t h e s e  g r a d u ally di ssolved,  p a s sing  by slow d e g r e e s
in to  s eve r al  high e r  o r  m o r e  p e rfec t  s h a p e s ,  t ill t h e r e
s tood  b efo r e  ou r  eyes  a  pic t u r e  of life  a s  it  exis t s
a t  p r e s e n t;  a n d  M a n  in its  mids t ,  m o r e  obviously eve n
t h a n  on  E a r t h,  do min a ting  a n d  s u b d uing  t h e  fellow-c r e a t u r e s
of w ho m  h e  is lord.   F ro m  w hich  of t h e  inn u m e r a ble
a ni m al for m s  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  p r e s e n t e d  to  u s  in t h e  cou r s e
of t h e s e  t r a n s m u t a tions  t his  s u p r e m e  for m  h a d  a r is e n,
I did  no t  no t e  o r  c a n no t  r e m e m b er.  Bu t  t h a t  no
t r u e  a p e  a p p e a r e d  a m o n g  t h e m,  I do  di s tinc tly r e collec t ,
h aving  b e e n  on  t h e  w a t c h  for  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a tion  of
s uc h  a n  e poc h  in t h e  pic t u r e d  his to ry.

Wh a t  w a s  no w  e s p e ci ally no t e wo r t hy w a s  t h a t ,  solid
a s  t h ey  a p p e a r e d,  e a c h  for m  w a s  in so m e  w ay t r a n s p a r e n t .  
F ro m  t h e  E m ble m  b efor e  m e n tion e d  a  ro s e-colou r e d  ligh t
p e rv a d e d  t h e  s c e n e;  sc a r c ely disc e r nible  in t h e  g e n e r al
a t m os p h e r e ,  fain tly b u t  di s tinc tly t r a c e a ble  in eve ry
h e r b ,  s h r u b,  a n d  t r e e ,  m o r e  dis ting uis h a ble  a n d  conc e n t r a t e d
in e ac h  a ni m al.  Bu t  in pl a n t  o r  a ni m al t h e  con d e n s e d
ligh t  w a s  n eve r  s e p a r a t e d  a n d  individu alise d,  n eve r
p a r t e d  fro m, t hou g h  obviously g a t h e r e d  a n d  a g glo m e r a t e d
ou t  of, t h e  g e n e r ally diffus e d  ro sy s h e e n  t h a t  tin g e d
t h e  e n ti r e  lan dsc a p e.   I t  w a s  a s  t hou g h  t h e  ros e-colou r e d
ligh t  for m e d  a n  a t m os p h e r e  w hich  e n t e r e d  a n d  p a s s e d
fre ely t h ro u g h  t h e  ti s s u e s  of e a c h  a ni m al a n d  pla n t ,
b u t  b rig h t e n e d  a n d  d e e p e n e d  in t hos e  po r tions  w hich
a t  a ny m o m e n t  p e rva d e d  a ny o r g a nis e d  s h a p e,  w hile
it  flowe d  fre ely in a n d  ou t  of all.  The  conc e n t r a tion
w a s  m os t  m a rk e d,  t h e  con n e c tion  wi th  t h e  diffus e d
a t m os p h e r e  lea s t  p e r c e p tible,  in t hos e  m os t  int ellige n t
c r e a t u r e s ,  like  t h e  a m ba  a n d  carv e ,
w hich  in t h e  s e rvice  of m a n  a p p e a r  to  h ave  a c q ui r e d
a  po r tion  of h u m a n  in t ellige nc e.   But  t u r nin g  to
t h e  typ e  of M a n  hi ms elf, t h e  ligh t  wi thin  hi s  bo dy
h a d  a s s u m e d  t h e  s h a p e  of t h e  fra m e  it filled  a n d  a p p e a r e d
to  a ni m a t e.   In  hi m  t h e  ro s e-colou r e d  im a g e  w hich
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exa c tly co r r e s pon d e d  to  t h e  bo dy t h a t  e n c a s e d  it w a s
p e rfec tly individu alise d,  a n d  h a d  no  o th e r  con n e c tion
wi th  t h e  r e m ain d e r  of t h e  ligh t  t h a n  t h a t  it  a p p e a r e d
to  e m a n a t e  a n d  to  b e  fed  fro m  t h e  o rigin al sou rc e.  
As I looke d,  t h e  ou t w a r d  body dis solve d,  t h e  im a g e
of rosy ligh t  s tood  alon e,  a s  h u m a n  a n d  fa r  m o r e  b e a u tiful
t h a n  b efor e ,  r o s e  u p w a r d ,  a n d  p a s s e d  a w ay.

“Wh a t  s e e s t  t hou?” w a s  u t t e r e d  in a n  eve n
m o r e  e a r n e s t  a n d  sole m n  ton e  t h a n  h e r e tofo re .

“Life,” I s aid,  “physical a n d  s pi ri t u al;
t h e  on e  s u s t ain e d  by t h e  o th er, t h e  s pi ri t u al e m a n a tin g
fro m  t h e  So u r c e  of Life, p e rva ding  all living  for m s,
affor ding  to  e a c h  t h e  d e g r e e  of individu ali ty a n d  of
in t ellige nc e  n e e dful to  it,  b u t  in no n e  for min g  a n
individu al  e n ti ty a p a r t  fro m  t h e  r a c e ,  s ave  in M a n
hi m s elf; a n d  in M a n  for min g  t h e  individu al b eing,
w h e r eof t h e  fles h  is b u t  t h e  clo thin g  a n d  t h e  ins t r u m e n t .”
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The  w hole  sc e n e  s u d d e nly vanis h e d  in to t al  d a rk n e s s;
only a g ain  in on e  di r ec tion  a  gl e a m  of ligh t  a p p e a r e d,
a n d  g uid e d  u s  to  a  po r t al  t h ro u g h  w hich  w e  e n t e r e d
a no t h e r  long  a n d  n a r row  p a s s a g e,  t e r min a ting  in a
s eco n d  ves tibule  b efo r e  a  doo r  of e m e r ald  c rys t al,
b rillian tly illumin a t e d  by a  ligh t  wit hin.   H e r e ,
a g ain,  ou r  s t e p s  w e r e  a r r e s t e d.   The  doo r  w a s
g u a r d e d  by two  s e n t ri es,  in  w ho m  I r e co g nis e d  Ini ti a t e s
of t h e  Ord er, w e a r e r s  of t h e  silve r  s a s h  a n d  s t ar. 
The  p a s s wo r d  a n d  sign,  w his p e r e d  to  m e  a s  w e  left
t h e  H all of t h e  N oviti a t e ,  h aving  b e e n  given,  t h e
doo r  p a r t e d  a n d  expos e d  to  ou r  view t h e  in mos t  c h a m b er,
a  sc e n e  c alcula t e d  to  s t rike  t h e  eye  a n d  imp r e s s  t h e
min d  no t  m o r e  by  it s  s pl en do u r  a n d  m a g nifice nc e  t h a n
by t h e  u n exp ec t e d  c h a r a c t e r  it  dis played.   I t
r e p r e s e n t e d  a  g a r d e n,  b u t  t h e  bo u n d a ri e s  w e r e  conc e aled
by t h e  b r a n c hing  t r e e s ,  t h e  a r c h e s  of flow e ring  c r e e p e r s ,
t h e  t hicke t s  of flow e r s,  s h r u b s ,  a n d  t all r e e d s ,  w hich
in eve ry di r ec tion  imi t a t e d  so  p e rfec tly t h e  n a t u r al
for m s  t h a t  t h e  close s t  s c r u tiny would  h ave  b e e n  r e q ui r e d
to  d e t ec t  t h ei r  a r tificiali ty.  The  g e n e r al  for m,
how ever, s e e m e d  to  b e  t h a t  of a  s q u a r e  e n t e r e d  by
a  ve ry s ho r t ,  n a r row  p a s s a g e,  a n d  divide d  by b ro a d
p a t h s ,  for min g  a  c ros s  of e q u al  a r m s.   At t h e  c e n t r al
poin t  of t his  c ro ss  w a s  pl ac e d  on  a  p e d e s t al of e m e r ald
a  s t a t u e  in gold,  w hich  r e c alled  a t  onc e  t h e  fea t u r e s
of t h e  Fou n d er.  The  s p a c e  mig h t  h ave  a cco m mo d a t e d
t wo  t ho us a n d  p e r son s,  b u t  on  t h e  s e a t s—of
a  m a t e r ial r e s e m bling  ivory, e a c h  of t h e m  s e p a r a t ely
for m e d  a n d  g a t h e r e d  in  ir r e g ula r  clus t e r s—t h e r e
w e r e  no t ,  I t hou g h t ,  m o r e  t h a n  fou r  h u n d r e d  o r  five
h u n d r e d  m e n  a n d  wo m e n  in t e r min gle d;  t h e  for m e r  d r e s s e d
for  t h e  m os t  p a r t  in  g r e e n ,  t h e  la t t e r  in pink  o r
w hi t e ,  a n d  all w e a ring  t h e  silve r  b a n d  a n d  s t ar. 
At t h e  op posi t e  e n d,  closing  t h e  c e n t r al  aisle,  w a s
a  low n a r ro w  pla tfo r m  r ais e d  by  t wo  s t e p s  c a rve d  ou t
of t h e  n a t u r al  rock,  b u t  inlaid  wi t h  jew elle ry imit a tin g
clos ely t h e  va ri eg a t e d  t u rf  of a  r e al  g a r d e n.  
On  t his  w e r e  pl ac e d,  sla n ting  b a ckw a r d  tow a r d s  t h e
c e n t r e ,  t wo  row s  of six golde n  s e a t s  o r  t h ro n es ,  w hos e
occ u p a n t s  wo r e  t h e  golde n  b a n d  ove r  silve r  ro b e s .  
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Tha t  n ext  t h e  in t e rv al, b u t  to  t h e  left,  w a s  filled
by Es mo, w ho  to  my s u r p ri s e  wo r e  a  ro b e  of w hi t e  co m ple t ely
cove rin g  his  figu r e ,  a n d  con t r a s ting  sign ally t h e
gold e n  s a s h  to  w hich  his  s t a r  w a s  a t t a c h e d.   On
his  left  a r m,  b a r e  b elow t h e  elbow, I no tice d  a  fla t
t hick  b a n d  of pl ain  gold,  wi th  a n  e m e r ald  s e al, b e a ring
t h e  s a m e  p ropo r tion  to  t h e  b r a c el e t  a s  a  la r g e  sign e t
to  it s  fing e r  r in g.   Wh a t  s t r u ck  m e  a t  onc e  a s
m os t  r e m a rk a ble  w a s,  t h a t  t h e  s e a t s  on  t h e  d ais  a n d
t h e  for ms  of t h ei r  occ u pie r s  w e r e  sig n ally r elieve d
a g ain s t  a  b a ckg ro u n d  of in t e n s e  d a rk n e s s ,  w hos e  n a t u r e ,
how ever, I co uld  no t  disce r n .   The  roof w a s  in
for m  a  t r u nc a t e d  py r a mid; it s  m a t e ri al  a  ro s e-colou r e d
c rys t al,  t h ro u g h  w hich  a  cle a r  sof t  ligh t  illu min a t e d
t h e  w hole  sc e n e.   Across  t h e  floor  of t h e  e n t r a n c e ,
im m e dia t ely wi thin  t h e  po r t al,  w a s  a  b ro a d  b a n d  of
t h e  s a m e  c rys t al, m a rking  t h e  for m al t h r e s hold  of t h e
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H all.  Im m e dia t ely inside  t his  s tood  t h e  s a m e
Chief w ho  h a d  r e c eive d  u s  in t h e  for m e r  H all; a n d
a s  w e  s tood  a t  t h e  door, s t r e t c hing  for t h  his  left
h a n d,  h e  s poke,  o r  r a t h e r  c h a n t e d,  w h a t ,  by  t h e  r hy t h mic al
s e q u e nc e  of t h e  wo r ds ,  by  t h e  fre q u e n t  r ec u r r e n c e  of
alli t e r a tion  a n d  ir r e g ula r  r hy m e,  w a s  evide n tly a
for m ula  co m mit t e d  to  t h e  ve r s e  of t h e  M a r ti al ton g u e:  
a  for m ula,  like  all t hos e  of t h e  Ord er, n eve r  w ri t t e n,
b u t  h a n d e d  dow n  by m e m o ry, a n d  t h e r efo r e,  p e r h a p s ,
c a s t  in  a  s h a p e  w hich  r e n d e r e d  a cc u r a t e  r e m e m b r a n c e
e a si e r  a n d  m o r e  c e r t ain.

  “Ye w ho,  los t  in ou t e r  nig h t ,
   Re ac h  a t  las t  t h e  So u r c e  of Ligh t ,
   Ask ye  in  t h a t  ligh t  to  d w ell? 
   N o n e  w e  u r g e  a n d  no n e  r e p el;
   Op e n s  a t  you r  touc h  t h e  door,
   Brigh t  wi t hin  t h e  la m p  of lor e.  
   Yet b e w a r e!   The  t h r e s hold  p a s s e d ,
   Fixed  t h e  bo n d,  t h e  b all is c a s t .  
   Failing  h e a r t  o r  fal t e ring  fee t
   Fin d  no r  p a r do n  no r  r e t r e a t .  
   Loyal fai t h  h a t h  g u e r do n  give n
   Bou n dle ss  a s  t h e  s t a r-sow n  H e av e n;
   Ho r ro r  fa tho mles s  a n d  gloo m
   Rayles s  veil t h e  r e c r e a n t’s
doo m.  
   Warn e d  b e ti m e s,  in  ti m e  b e w a r e—F r e ely
   t u r n,  o r  fr a nkly s w e ar.”

“Wh a t  a m  I to  s w e a r?” I a sk e d.

A voice  on  my lef t  m u r m u r e d  in a  low to n e  t h e  for m ula,
w hich  I r e p e a t e d,  Eve e n a  a cco m p a nying  my wo r d s  in
a n  al mos t  ina u dible  w his p e r—

  “Wh a t soe’e r  wit hin  t h e  S h rine
   Eyes  m ay  s e e  o r  soul divine,
   S w e a r  w e  s e c r e t  a s  t h e  d e e p,
   Sile n t  a s  t h e  U r n  to  ke e p.  
   By t h e  Ligh t  w e  claim to  s h a r e ,
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   By t h e  Fou n t  of Ligh t ,  w e  s w e ar.”

As t h e s e  wor ds  w e r e  u t t e r e d,  I b e c a m e  a w a r e  t h a t  so m e
c h a n g e  h a d  t ak e n  pl ac e  a t  t h e  fu r t h e r  e n d  of t h e  H all. 
Looking  u p,  t h e  d a rk  b a ck g ro u n d  h a d  di s a p p e a r e d ,  a n d
u n d e r  a  s p ecie s  of d e e p  a r c h w ay, b e hin d  t h e  s e a t s
of t h e  Chiefs, w a s  visible  a  w all di a p e r e d  in r u by
a n d  gold,  a n d  di spl aying  in va rious  in t e r wove n  p a t t e r n s
t h e  s eve r al  sy m bols  of t h e  Zin t a.   Towa r d s  t h e
roof, exac tly in t h e  c e n t r e ,  w a s  a  la r g e  silve r  s t ar,
e mi t ting  a  ligh t  r e s e m bling  t h a t  w hic h  t h e  full m oo n
s h e d s  on  a  t ropical sc e n e,  b u t  fa r  m o r e  b rillian t .  
Aroun d  t his  w a s  a  b ro a d  gold e n  ci rcle  o r  b a n d;  a n d
b e n e a t h ,  t h e  silve r  im a g e  of a  s e r p e n t—p e rf ec tly
r e p ro d u cing  a  typical t e r r e s t ri al  s n ak e,  b u t  coiled,
a s  no  s n ak e  eve r  coils  it s elf, in a  do u ble  ci rcle
o r  figu r e  of eig h t ,  wit h  t h e  t ail wo u n d  a ro u n d  t h e
n eck.   On  t h e  lef t  w a s  a  c ri m so n  s hield  o r  w h a t
s e e m e d  to  b e  s uc h,  s m all, ro u n d,  a n d  s w elling  in  t h e
c e n t r e  in to  a  s h a r p  poin t;  on  t h e  ri gh t  t h r e e  c ro ss e d
s p e a r s  of silve r  wi th  c rim so n  bl a d e s  poin t e d  u p w a r d .  
Bu t  t h e  m o s t  r e m a r k a ble  objec t—im m e dia t ely
filling  t h e  in t e rval b e t w e e n  t h e  s e a t s  of t h e  Chiefs,
a n d  c a rve d  fro m  a  h u g e  c u bic block of e m e r ald—w a s
a  Th ro n e,  a s c e n d e d  on  e a c h  sid e  by five o r  six s t e p s,
t h e  u p p e r  s t e p  o r  s e a t  ext e n ding  n e a rly a c ro s s  t h e
w hole  so m e  two  fee t  b elow t h e  s u rf ac e,  t h e  n ext  for min g
a  foots tool t h e r e to.   Above  t his  w a s  a  c a nopy,
s e e min gly s elf-s u p po r t e d ,  of ci rcul a r  for m.  A
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c h ain  for m e d  by in t e rl ac e d  golde n  ci rcle s  w a s  u p h eld
by fou r  g r e a t  e m e r ald  win gs.   Within  t h e  ch ain,
a g ain,  w a s  t h e  silve r  S e r p e n t ,  coiled  a s  b efo r e  a n d
r e s ting  u po n  a  s u rf ac e  of foliag e  a n d  flowe r s .  
In  t h e  ce n t r e  of all w a s  r e p e a t e d  t h e  silve r  S t a r
wi thin  t h e  gold e n  b a n d;  t h e  e m ble m  fro m  w hich  t h e
Or d e r  d e rives  it s  n a m e,  a n d  in w hich  it e m bo die s  it s
d e e p e s t  sy m bolis m.   Following  a g ain  t h e  di r ec tion
of my u n s e e n  p ro m p t er, I r e p e a t e d  wo rd s  w hich  m ay
b e  ro u g hly t r a n sl a t e d  a s  follows:—

  “By t h e  ou t e r  Nig h t  of gloo m,
   By t h e  r ay  t h a t  le a ds  u s  ho m e,
   By t h e  Ligh t  w e  claim to  s h a r e ,
   By t h e  Fou n t  of Ligh t ,  w e  s w e ar. 
   P ro m p t  ob e die nc e ,  h e a r t  a n d  h a n d,
   To t h e  Sig n e t’s  e a c h  co m m a n d:  
   Fo r  t h e  Sy m bols,  r ev e r e nc e  m u t e ,
   In  t h e  S e n s e  fai t h  a b solu t e.  
   Link by link  to  w eld  t h e  Ch ain,
   Link wi t h  link  to  b e a r  t h e  s t r ain;
   Ch e ri sh  all t h e  S t a r  w ho  w e ar,
   As t h e  S t a rligh t’s  s elf—w e
s w e ar. 
   By t h e  Life t h e  Ligh t  to  p rove,
   In  t h e  Circle’s bo u n d  to  m ove;
   U n d e r n e a t h  t h e  all-s e eing  Eye
   Act, no r  s p e ak,  no r  t hink  t h e  lie;
   Live,  a s  w a r n e d  t h a t  Life s h all
las t ,
   And t h e  F u t u r e  r e a p  t h e  Pas t:  
   Clas p  in fai th  t h e  S e r p e n t’s
rings ,
   Trus t  t h ro u g h  d e a t h  t h e  E m e r ald
Wings,
   H a n d  a n d  voice  w e  pligh t  t h e  Oa t h:  
   Fa d e  t h e  life e r e  fail t h e  t ro t h!”

Rising  fro m  his  s e a t  a n d  s t a n ding  im m e dia t ely b efo r e
a n d  to  t h e  lef t  of t h e  Th ro n e,  Es mo  r e plie d.  
Bu t  b efo r e  h e  h a d  s pok e n  h alf-a-doze n  wor ds ,  a  p r e s s u r e
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on  my  a r m  d r e w  my eye s  fro m  hi m  to  Eve e n a.   S h e
s tood  fixed  a s  if t u r n e d  to  s ton e,  in  a n  a t t i t u d e
w hich  for  on e  flee ting  ins t a n t  r e c alled  t h a t  of t h e
sc ulp t u r e d  figu r e s  u n d e r going  s u d d e n  p e t rifac tion
a t  t h e  sig h t  of t h e  Gor go n’s h e a d.   This
r e m e m b e r e d  r e s e m bl a nc e ,  o r  a n  ins tinc tive  sy m p a t hy,
a t  onc e  conveye d  to  m e  t h e  conscious n e s s  t h a t  t h e
a b solu t e  s tillne s s  of h e r  a t ti t u d e  exp r e s s e d  a  ho r ro r
o r  a n  a w e  too  d e e p  for  t r e m bling.   Looking  in to
h e r  eyes ,  w hic h  alon e  w e r e  visible,  t h ei r  g aze  fixed
in t e n tly on  t h e  Thron e,  a t  onc e  c a u g h t  a n d  con t rolled
my  ow n; a n d  r ai sing  my eyes  a g ain  to  t h e  s a m e  poin t ,
I s tood  al mos t  e q u ally p e t rified  by cons t e r n a t ion  a n d
a m az e m e n t.   I n e e d  no t  s ay  how  m a ny m a rv els  of
no  co m m o n  ch a r a c t e r  I h ave  s e e n  on  E a r t h;  how  m a ny
visions  t h a t ,  if I told  t h e m,  no n e  w ho  h ave  no t  s h a r e d
t h e m  wo uld  b elieve; wo n d e r s  t h a t  t h e  few w ho  h ave  s e e n
t h e m  c a n  n eve r  forg e t ,  no r—d e s pi t e  all exp e ri e nc e
a n d  all t h eo r e tic al expla n a tion—r e c all
wi tho u t  r e n e wing  t h e  t h rill of a w e-s t rick e n  di s m ay
wi th  w hich  t h e  sigh t  w a s  fir s t  b e h eld.   Bu t  no
m a rv el of t h e  Mys tic  Sc hools, no  s p e c t r al  s c e n e,  objec tive
o r  s u bjec tive,  eve r  evoke d  by t h e  r a r e s t  of occul t
pow e r s ,  so  s t a r tl e d,  so  imp r e s s e d  m e  a s  w h a t  I now
s aw, o r  t ho u g h t  I s aw.  The  Thron e,  on  w hich  b u t
a  few m o m e n t s  b efo r e  my eye s  h a d  b e e n  s t e a dily fixed,
a n d  w hich  h a d  t h e n  a s s u r e dly b e e n  vaca n t ,  w a s  no w
occ u pie d;  a n d  occu pie d  by a  P r e s e nc e  w hich,  t ho u g h
no t  s e e n  in  t h e  fles h  for  a g e s ,  no n e  w ho  h a d  ev e r  looke d
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on  t h e  po r t r ai t  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t e d  it  could  forg e t  o r
mis t ak e.   The  for m, t h e  d r e s s ,  t h e  long  w hi t e
h ai r  a n d  b e a r d ,  t h e  g r ave,  dig nified  cou n t e n a nc e,
a bove  all t h e  d e e p,  sc r u tinising,  pi e r cing  eyes  of
t h e  Foun d e r—a s  I h a d  s e e n  t h e m  on  a  single
occ a sion  in Es mo’s ho us e—w e r e  no w
a s  cle a rly, a s  forcibly, p r e s e n t e d  to  my  sigh t  a s  a ny
figu r e  in t h e  flesh  I eve r  b e h eld.   The  ey es  w e r e
t u r n e d  on  m e  wi th  a  c alm,  s e a r c hin g,  s t e a dy g az e,
w hos e  effec t  w a s  s uc h  a s  Sou t h ey a s c rib es  to  Ind r a’s:—

  “The  look h e  g ave  w a s  sole m n,  no t
s eve r e;
   N o  ho p e  to  Kailyal it  conveye d,
   And yet  it  s t r u ck  no  fear.”

For  a  m o m e n t  t h ey r e s t e d  on  Eve e n a’s veiled
a n d  d roopin g  figu r e  wi th  a  wid ely diffe r e n t  exp r e s sion.  
Tha t  look, a s  I t hou g h t ,  s pok e  a  g r ave  b u t  p a s sionle ss
r e g r e t  o r  pi ty, a s  of on e  w ho  s e e s  a  c hild  u n con sciously
on  t h e  ve r g e  of p e ril o r  so r row  t h a t  a d mi t s  n ei t h e r
of w a r nin g  no r  r e s c u e.   Tha t  look h a p pily s h e
did  no t  r e a d;  b u t  w e  bo t h  s a w  t h e  s a m e  objec t  a n d
in t h e  s a m e  ins t a n t;  w e  bo t h  s tood  a m az e d  a n d  a p p alle d
long  e no u g h  to  r e n d e r  ou r  h e si t a tion  no t  only a p p a r e n t ,
b u t  s t riking  to  all a ro u n d,  m a ny of w ho m,  following
t h e  di r ec tion  of my  g az e,  t u r n e d  t h ei r  eye s  u po n  t h e
Thro n e.   Wh a t  t h ey  s a w  o r  did  no t  s e e  I know no t ,
a n d  did  no t  t h e n  c a r e  to  t hink.   The  following
for m ula,  p ro no u nc e d  by Es mo, h a d  fallen  no t  u n h e a r d,
b u t  al mos t  u n h e e d e d  on  my e a r s ,  t ho u g h  on e  p a s s a g e
h a r m o nis e d  s t r a n g ely wi th  t h e  sigh t  b efo r e  m e:—

  “Passing  sign  a n d  flee ting  b r e a t h
   Bind  t h e  Soul for  life  a n d  d e a t h!  
   Lifte d  h a n d  a n d  pligh t e d  wo r d
   Eyes  h ave  s e e n  a n d  e a r s  h ave  h e a r d;
   Eyes  h ave  s e e n—no r  ou r s
alon e;
   Fell t h e  so u n d  on  e a r s  u nk now n.  
   Age-long  labo ur, s t r a n d  by s t r a n d,
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   Fo rg e d  t h e  im m e m o rial b a n d;
   N ev e r  t h r e a d  h a t h  know n  d e c ay,
   N ev e r  link h a t h  d ro p p e d  a w ay.”

H e r e  h e  p a u s e d  a n d  b e cko n e d  u s  to  a dv a nc e.   The
sign,  twice  r e p e a t e d  b efo r e  I could  ob ey it, a t  la s t
b rok e  t h e  s p ell t h a t  e n t h r alled  m e .   U n d e r  t h e
m os t  a s tou n ding  o r  a w e-s t riking  ci rcu m s t a nc e s,  ins tinc t
m oves  ou r  limbs  al mos t  in  ou r  ow n  d e s pi t e ,  a n d  lea d s
u s  to  do  wi th  p a r alys e d  will w h a t  h a s  b e e n  in t e n d e d
o r  is exp ec t e d  of u s .   This  ins tinc t,  a n d  no  cons cious
r e solve  to  ove rco m e  t h e  influe nc e  t h a t  h eld  m e  s p ell-bo u n d,
e n a ble d  m e  to  p roc e e d;  a n d  I led  Eve e n a  forw a r d  by
a c t u al  if g e n tle  forc e,  t ill w e  r e a c h e d  t h e  low e r  s t e p
of t h e  pla tfo r m.   H e r e ,  a t  a  sign  fro m  h e r  fa th er,
w e  kn el t,  w hile, laying  his  h a n d s  on  ou r  h e a d s ,  a n d
s tooping  to  kiss  e a c h  u po n  t h e  b ro w—Eve e n a
r aising  h e r  veil for  on e  m o m e n t  a n d  d ro p pin g  it  a g ain—h e
con tinu e d—

  “So w e  g r e e t  you eve r m o r e,
   Br e t h r e n  of t h e  d e a t hle s s  Lor e;
   So  you r  vows  ou r  ow n  r e n ew,
   S wor n  to  all a s  e a c h  to  you. 
   Yours  a t  onc e  t h e  s e c r e t s  wo n
   Age by a g e ,  fro m  si r e  to  so n;
   Yours  t h e  frui t  t h ro u g h  cou n tle s s
ye a r s
   Grow n  by t hou g h t  a n d  toil a n d  t e a r s .  
   H e  w ho  g u a r d s  you  g u a r d s  his  ow n,
   H e  w ho  fails you  fails  t h e  Thron e.”
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The  las t  t wo  line s  w e r e  r e p e a t e d ,  a s  by a  sim ul t a n eo us
imp uls e,  in  a  low b u t  a u dible  ton e  by  t h e  w hole  a s s e m bly. 
In  t h e  m e a n ti m e  Es mo  h a d  inves t e d  e a c h  of u s  wit h
t h e  sy m bol of ou r  e n rol m e n t  in  t h e  Zin t a,  t h e  silve r
s a s h  a n d  S t a r  of t h e  Ini ti a t e s .   The  c e r e m o nial
s e e m e d  to  m e  to  affo rd  t h a t  so r t  of r eligious  s a nc tion
a n d  b e n e dic tion  w hich  h a d  b e e n  so  sig n ally w a n ting
to  t h e  o rigin al for m  of ou r  u nion.   As w e  ro s e
I t u r n e d  my  eyes  for  a  m o m e n t  u po n  t h e  Th ro n e,  now
vac a n t  a s  a t  fir s t .   Anoth e r  Chief, follow e d  by
t h e  voices  of t h e  a s s e m bly, r e p e a t e d ,  in a  low d e e p
ton e,  w hich  fell on  ou r  e a r s  a s  dis tinc tly a s  t h e  loud e s t
t r u m p e t-no t e  in t h e  mids t  of a b s olu t e  silenc e ,  t h e
sole m n  imp r e c a tion—

  “Who d e nies  a  b ro t h e r’s n e e d,
   Who in will, o r  wo r d ,  o r  d e e d,
   Br e a ks  t h e  Ci rcle’s bou n d e d
line,
   Ren ds  t h e  Veil t h a t  g u a r d s  t h e  S h rin e,
   Lifts  t h e  h a n d  to  lips  t h a t  lie,
   F ro n t s  t h e  S t a r  wi t h  soo t hle s s  eye:—. 
   Dre a m s  of ho r ro r  h a u n t  his  r e s t ,
   S to r m s  of m a d n e s s  vex his  b r e a s t ,
   S n a r e s  s u r ro u n d  hi m,  De a t h  b e s e t ,
   M a n  fors ak e—a n d  God  forg e t!”

It  w a s  p rob a bly r a t h e r  t h e  to n e  of p rofoun d  convic tion
a n d  al mos t  t r e m ulous  a w e  wi th  w hic h  t h e s e  wo r ds  w e r e
slowly e n u ncia t e d  by  t h e  e n ti r e  a s s e m bla g e,  t h a n  t h ei r
a c t u al  s e n s e ,  t hou g h  t h e  la t t e r  is g r e a tly w e a k e n e d
by my  t r a n sl a tion,  t h a t  g ave  t h e m  a n  effec t  on  my ow n
min d  s uc h  a s  no  oa t h  a n d  no  ri t e ,  how eve r  sole m n,  no
r eligious  c e r e m o nial, no  for ms  of t h e  m os t  s ec r e t
mys t e ri e s,  h a d  ev e r  p ro d uc e d.   I w a s  no t  s u r p ri se d
t h a t  Eve e n a  w a s  fa r  m o r e  d e e ply affec t e d .   Eve n
t h e  e a rlie r  wo r ds  of t h e  im p r ec a tion  h a d  c a u s e d  h e r
to  s h u d d e r;  a n d  e r e  it  close d  s h e  would  h ave  s u nk
to  t h e  g ro u n d,  b u t  for  t h e  s u p po r t  of my  a r m.  
Dise n g a gin g  t h e  b r a c el e t ,  Es mo  h eld  ou t  to  ou r  lips
t h e  sig n e t ,  w hich,  a s  I no w  p e rc eived,  r e p rod uc e d
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in  mi nia t u r e  t h e  sy m bols  t h a t  for m e d  t h e  c a no py a bove
t h e  t h ro n e.   A few m o m e n t s  of d e e p  a n d  sole m n
sile nc e  h a d  el a ps e d,  w h e n  on e  of t h e  Chiefs, w ho,  exc e p t
Es mo,  h a d  no w  r e s u m e d  t h ei r  s e a t s ,  ro s e ,  a n d  a d d r e s sin g
hi m s elf to  t h e  la t t er, s aid—

“The  Ini tia t e  h a s  s how n  in t h e  H all of t h e  Vision
a  knowle d g e  of t h e  s e ns e  e m bo die d  in ou r  sy m bols,
of t h e  c r e e d  a n d  t hou g h t s  d r a w n  fro m  t h e m,  w hich  h e
c a n  h a r dly h ave  lea r n e d  in t h e  few ho u r s  t h a t  h av e
ela ps e d  sinc e  you  fir s t  s poke  to  hi m  of t h ei r  exis t e nc e.  
If t h e r e  b e  no t  in hi s  wo rld  t hos e  w ho  h ave  w ro u g h t
ou t  for  t h e m s elves  simila r  t r u t h s  in  no t  dis simila r
for m s,  h e  m u s t  poss e ss  a  r a r e  a n d  al mos t  ins tinc tive
pow e r  to  a p p r e cia t e  t h e  les so ns  w e  c a n  t e a c h.  
I will a sk  you r  p e r mission,  t h e r efo r e,  to  p u t  to  hi m
b u t  on e  q u e s tion,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  d e e p e s t  a n d  m os t  difficul t
of all.”

Es mo  m e r ely b e n t  his  h e a d  in  r e ply.

“Ca n  you,” s aid  t h e  s p e ak er, t u r nin g  to
m e  wit h  m a r k e d  cou r t e sy, “d r a w  m e a nin g  o r  les son
fro m  t h e  s elf-e n t win e d  coil of t h e  S e r p e n t?”
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I n e e d  no t  r e p e a t  a n  a n s w e r  w hich,  to  t hos e  familia r
wi th  t h e  olde s t  lang u a g e  of Ter r e s t ri al  sy m bolis m,
wo uld  h ave  occ u r r e d  a s  r e a dily a s  to  mys elf; a n d  w hich,
if t h ey  could  u n d e r s t a n d  it, it  would  no t  b e  w ell
to  explain  to  o t h e r s.   The  t h r e e  p rincip al el e m e n t s
of t hou g h t  r e p r e s e n t e d  by  t h e  do u bly-coiled  s e r p e n t
a r e  t h e  s a m e  in M a r s  a s  on  E a r t h,  confi r ming  in so
fa r  t h e  doc t rine  of t h e  Zin t a ,  t h a t  t h ei r  sym bolic
lang u a g e  is no t  a r bi t r a ry, b u t  n a t u r al, for m e d  on  p rinciples
inh e r e n t  in t h e  co r r e s po n d e nc e  b e t w e e n  t hin gs  s pi ri t u al
a n d  p hysic al.  So m e  simila r  b u t  t rivial q u e ry,
w hos e  p u r po r t  I h ave  no w  forgo t t e n ,  w as  a d d r e s s e d
by t h e  junio r  of t h e  Chiefs  to  Eve e n a;  a n d  I w a s  s t r uck
by t h e  p a ti e n t  cou r t e sy wi t h  w hich  h e  w ai t e d  till,
af t e r  t wo  o r  t h r e e  effo r t s ,  s h e  s ufficien tly r e cove r e d
h e r  s elf-pos s e s sion  to  u n d e r s t a n d  a n d  h e r  voice  to
a n s w er.  We t h e n  r e ti r e d ,  t aking  ou r  pl ac e  on  s e a t s
r e m o t e  fro m  t h e  pl a tfo r m,  a n d  a t  so m e  di s t a nc e  fro m
a ny of ou r  n eig h bo u r s .

On  a  for m al invit a tion,  on e  af t e r  a no t h e r  of t h e  b r e t h r e n
ros e  a n d  r e a d  a  b ri ef a c co u n t  of so m e  exp e rim e n t  o r
discove ry in t h e  scie nc e  of t h e  Or d er.  The  p rinciples
t ak e n  for  g r a n t e d  a s  fund a m e n t al  a n d  no to rious  t r u t h s
fa r  t r a n sc e n d  t h e  ext r e m e s t  s p e c ula tions  of Ter r e s t ri al
mys ticis m.   The  po w e r s  cl aim e d  a s  of cou r s e  so
infini tely exc e e d  a nyt hing  all eg e d  by t h e  m o s t  a r d e n t
b elieve r s  in  m e s m e ri s m,  clai rvoya nc e,  o r  s pi ri t u alis m,
t h a t  it wo uld  b e  u s el e s s  to  r ela t e  t h e  few a m o n g  t h e s e
exp e ri m e n t s  w hich  I r e m e m b e r  a n d  mig h t  b e  p e r mit t e d
to  r e p e a t .   I obs e rve d  t h a t  a  p ho nog r a p hic  a p p a r a t u s
of a  p e c ulia rly el a bo r a t e  c h a r a c t e r  w ro t e  dow n  eve ry
wo r d  of t h e s e  a cco u n t s  wi tho u t  obliging  t h e  s p e ak e r s
to  a p p ro a c h  it; a n d  I w a s  infor m e d  t h a t  t hi s  a u to m a tic
r e po r ting  is e m ploye d  in eve ry M a r ti al a s s e m bly, scie n tific,
poli tic al, o r  judicial.

I lis t e n e d  wi th  ex t r e m e  in t e r e s t ,  a n d  w a s  m o r e  t h a n
s a tisfied  t h a t  Es mo  h a d  eve n  u n d e r r a t e d  t h e  pow e r s
claim e d  by a n d  for  t h e  lowe s t  a n d  lea s t  in t ellige n t
of his  b r e t h r e n ,  w h e n  h e  s aid  t h a t  t h e s e ,  a n d  t h es e
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alon e,  could  give  efficien t  p ro t ec tion  o r  sign al  ven g e a n c e
a g ain s t  all t h e  t r e m e n do us  p hysical forc es  a t  co m m a n d
of t hos e  S t a t e  a u t ho ri tie s,  on e  of t h e  g r e a t e s t  of
w ho m  I h a d  m a d e  my p e r so n al e n e my.  On e  b a t t alion
of M a r ti al  g u a r d s  o r  police,  a cco m p a nie d  by a  single
b a t t e ry of w h a t  I m ay  c all t h ei r  a r tille ry, mig h t ,
eve n  wi tho u t  t h e  aid  of a  b alloon-s q u a d ro n,  in h alf-a n-ho u r
a n nihila t e  o r  sc a t t e r  to  t h e  winds  t h e  mig h tie s t  a n d
b r aves t  a r my t h a t  E u rop e  could  s e n d  for t h.   Yet
t h e  M a r ti al S t a t e  h a d  d elibe r a t ely, a n d,  I t hink,
wi th  only a  d u e  p r u d e n c e,  s h r u nk  d u rin g  a g e s  fro m
a n  op e n  conflic t  of pow e r  wi th  t h e  few t hou s a n d  m e m b e r s
of t his  s ec r e t  b u t  inevit a bly s u s p e c t e d  o r g a nis a tion.
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Es mo  c alled  on  m e  in my t u r n  to  give  s uc h  a cco u n t
a s  I mig h t  choos e  of my  ow n  wo rld,  a n d  my jou r n ey
t h e nc e.   I fr a nkly avow e d  my indisposi tion  to
explain  t h e  g e n e r a tion  a n d  a c tion  of t h e  a p e r gic  force .  
The  po w e r  w hich  a  conc u r r e n t  knowled g e  of t wo  s e p a r a t e
kinds  of scie nc e  h a d  give n  to  a  ve ry few Ter r e s t ri als,
a n d  w hich  all t h e  sci enc e  of a  fa r  m o r e  e nligh t e n e d
r a c e  h a d  failed  to  a t t ain,  w a s  in my cons cie n tious
convic tion  a  P rovide n tial  t r u s t;  wi t h h eld  fro m  t hos e
in w hos e  h a n d s  it mig h t  b e  a  fea rful t e m p t a tion  a n d
a n  ins t r u m e n t  of u n bo u n d e d  evil.  My r e s e rve  w a s
p e rfec tly in t elligible  to  t h e  Child r e n  of t h e  S t ar,
a n d  evide n tly r ai s e d  m e  in t h ei r  e s ti m a tion.  
I w a s  m u c h  imp r e s s e d  by t h e  sim ple  a n d  u n affec t e d
r elia nc e  pl ac e d  on  my  s t a t e m e n t s ,  a s  on  t hos e  of ev e ry
o th e r  m e m b e r  of t h e  Or d er.  As a  r ul e ,  M a r ti alis t s
a r e  bo t h,  a n d  no t  wi thou t  r e a so n,  to  b elieve  a ny u n s u p po r t e d
s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  mig h t  b e  p ro m p t e d  by in t e r e s t  o r  vani ty. 
Bu t  t h e  Z v el tau  c a n  t r u s t  on e  a no t h e r’s
wo r d  m o r e  fully t h a n  t h e  followe r s  of M a ho m e t  t h a t
of his  s t r ic t e s t  di sciple s,  o r  t h e  m o s t  ho n e s t  n a tions
of t h e  West  t h e  m os t  sole m n  oa t h s  of t h ei r  ci tize ns;
w hile  t h a t  bigo t ry of sci en tific u n b elief, t h a t  n a r row n e s s
of t hou g h t  w hich  p r evails  a m o n g  t h ei r  cou n t ry m e n,
h a s  b e e n  dis p elled  by t h ei r  wide r  s t u die s  a n d  loftie r
in t e r e s t s .   They h ave  a  s aying,  w hos e  p u r po r t  mig h t
b e  r e n d e r e d  in  t h e  p rove r bial lan g u a g e  of t h e  Aryans
by s aying  t h a t  t h e  lia r  “kills t h e  goos e  t h a t
lays  t h e  gold e n  e g g s.”  Again,  “The
lia r  is like  a n  opia tis e d  t u n n elle r” (mine r),
i.e ., m o r e  likely to  blow hi m s elf to  pi ec es  t h a n
to  effec t  hi s  p u r pos e .   Again,  “The  lia r
d rives  t h e  poin t  in to  a  frie n d’s h e a r t ,  a n d
p u t s  t h e  hilt  in to  a  foe’s h a n d.” 
The  m axi m t h a t  “a  lie  is a  s hield  in  so r e  n e e d,
b u t  t h e  s p e a r  of a  scou n d r el,” affir m s  t h e  rig h t
in ex t r e mi ty to  p r e s e rve  a  s ec r e t  fro m  im p e r tin e n t
inq uisi tive n e s s .   Ra r ely, b u t  on  so m e  p ec ulia rly
impor t a n t  occ a sions,  t h e  Zvel t a u  avouc h  t h ei r  since ri ty
by a n  a p p e al  to  t h ei r  ow n  sy m bols; a n d  it is affir m e d
t h a t  a n  oa t h  a t t e s t e d  by  t h e  Circle  a n d  t h e  S t a r  h a s
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n ever, in  t h e  laps e  of a g e s,  b e e n  b roke n  o r  eva d e d.

Befor e  mi d nig h t  Es mo  dis miss e d  t h e  a s s e m bly by a  for m ula
w hich  di mly r e c alled  to  m e m o ry on e  h e a r d  in my boyhood. 
I t  is no t  in t h e  po w e r  of my  t r a n sl a tion  to  p r e s e rve
t h e  imp r e s sive  sole m ni ty of t h e  im m e m o ri al r i t u al
of t h e  Zin t a,  d e e p e n e d  alike  by  t h e  e a r n e s t n e s s  of
it s  d elive ry, a n d  t h e  r eve r e nc e  of t h e  h e a r e r s .  
The r e  w a s  so m e t hin g  m aje s tic  in  t h e  m e r e  a n tiq ui ty
of a  litu r gy w h e r eof no  wo r d  h a s  eve r  b e e n  co m mit t e d
to  w ri ting.   Five  h u n d r e d  g e n e r a tions  h ave,  it
is a lleg e d,  g a t h e r e d  fou r  tim e s  in e a c h  ye a r  in t h e
H all of Ini ti a tion; a n d  ev e ry m e e ting  h a s  b e e n  conclud e d
by t h e  u t t e r a nc e  fro m  t h e  s a m e  s po t  a n d  in t h e  s a m e
wo r d s  of t h e  sole m n  b u t  sim ple  Z ulva kalfe  [word
of p e a c e]:—
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  “Pea c e  b e  wit h  you, n e a r  a n d  far,
   Child r e n  of t h e  Silve r  S t a r ;
   Lore  u n do u b ting,  conscie nc e  cle a n,
   Ho p e  a s s u r e d,  a n d  life  s e r e n e .  
   By t h e  Ligh t  t h a t  knows  no  flaw,
   By t h e  Circle’s p e rfec t  law,
   By t h e  S e r p e n t’s life  r e n e w e d,
   By t h e  Wings’ si milit ud e—
   Pe ac e  b e  you r s  no  force  c a n  b r e a k;
   Pe ac e  no t  d e a t h  h a t h  pow e r  to  s h ak e;
   Pe ac e  fro m  p a s sion,  sin,  a n d  gloo m,
   Pe ac e  of s pi ri t,  h e a r t ,  a n d  ho m e;
   Pe ac e  fro m  p e ril, fear, a n d  p ain;
   Pe ac e ,  u n til w e  m e e t  a g ain—
   M e e t—b efor e  yon  s culp t u r e d
s ton e,
   Or  t h e  All-Co m m a n d e r’s Th ro n e.”

Befor e  w e  finally p a r t e d,  Es mo  g ave  m e  t wo  o r  t h r e e
a r t icles  to  w hic h  h e  a t t a c h e d  e s p e ci al valu e.  
The  m o s t  im po r t a n t  of t h e s e  w a s  a  s m all cu b e  of t r a n sluc e n t
s ton e,  in  w hich  a  m ul ti t u d e  of dive r s ely colou r e d
fra g m e n t s  w e r e  co m bin e d;  so  s e t  in a  t iny s wivel o r
s win g  of gold  t h a t  it  mig h t  b e  conve nie n tly a t t ac h e d
to  t h e  w a t c h-c h ain,  t h e  only Ter r e s t ri al  a r ticle  t h a t
I s till wor e .   “This,” h e  s aid,  “will
t e s t  n e a rly eve ry poison  know n  to  ou r  scie nc e;  e a c h
poison  discolou rin g  for  a  t im e  on e  o r  a no t h e r  of t h e
va rious  s u bs t a nc e s  of w hic h  it is co m pos e d;  a n d  poison
is p e r h a p s  t h e  w e a po n  lea s t  u nlikely to  b e  e m ployed
a g ain s t  you  w h e n  know n  to  b e  con n e c t e d  wi t h  mys elf,
a n d,  I will hop e,  to  poss e ss  t h e  favou r  of t h e  Sove r eign.  
If you  a r e  c u rious  to  ve rify it s  pow e r s ,  t h e  con t e n t s
of t h e  tiny m e dicin e-c h e s t  I h ave  give n  you  will e n a ble
you  to  do  so.   The r e  is sc a r c ely on e  of t hos e
m e dicines  w hich  is no t  a  single  o r  a  co m bin e d  poison
of g r e a t  pow er.  I n e e d  no t  w a r n  you  to  b e  c a r eful
les t  you  give  to  a ny on e  t h e  m e a n s  of r e a c hin g  t h e m.  
I h ave  s ho w n  you  t h e  co m bin a tion  of m a g n e t s  w hich  will
op e n  e a c h  of you r  c a s e s;  t h a t  d e m a n d e d  by t h e  c h e s t
is t h e  m os t  co m plica t e d  of all, a n d  on e  w hich  c a n
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h a r dly b e  hi t  u po n  by a c cide n t .   N o r  c a n  a ny on e
forc e  o r  pick  op e n  a  c a s e  locke d  by ou r  el ec t ric  a p p a r a t u s ,
s ave  by c u t ting  to  pi ec e s  t h e  m e t al  of t h e  c a s e  its elf,
a n d  t his  only s p e ci al tools  will a cco m plish; a n d,
u nle ss  p ec ulia rly skilful, t h e  in t r u d e r  would  ’prob a bly
b e  m ai m e d  o r  p a r alyse d,  if no t  killed  by ...

 “Thoug h t s  h e  s e n ds  to  e ac h  pl a n e t ,
  U r a n u s,  Venus,  a n d  M a r s;
  So a r s  to  t h e  Ce n t r e  to  s p a n  it,
  N u m b e r s  t h e  infini te  S t a r s.”

Cour t hop e’s
Paradis e  of  Birds

CHAPTER XIV — BY SEA.

An ho u r  af t e r  s u n ris e  n ex t  m o r nin g.   Es mo, his
so n,  a n d  ou r  hos t  a c co m p a nie d  u s  to  t h e  vess el in
w hich  w e  w e r e  to  m a k e  t h e  p rincipal p a r t  of ou r  jou r n ey. 
We w e r e  r ec eived  by a n  office r  of t h e  royal Cou r t ,
w ho  w a s  to  a c co m p a ny u s  d u ring  t h e  r e s t  of ou r  jou r n ey,
a n d  fro m  w ho m,  Es r no  a s s u r e d  m e,  I mi g h t  ob t ain  t h e
fulles t  infor m a tion  r e g a r din g  t h e  va rious  objec t s
of in t e r e s t ,  to  visi t  w hic h  w e  h a d  a do p t e d  a n  u n u s u al
a n d  ci rc ui tous  co u r s e .   We e m b a rk e d  on  a  g ulf
r u n ning  g e n e r ally fro m  e a s t  to  w e s t ,  a bo u t  mid w ay b e t w e e n
t h e  no r t h e r n  t ropic a n d  t h e  a r c tic  ci rcle.   As
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t his  w a s  t h e  s u m m e r  of t h e  no r t h e r n  h e mis p h e r e ,  w e
s ho uld  t h us  e njoy a  long e r  d ay, a n d  s ho uld  no t  s uffe r
fro m  t h e  c h a n g e  of clim a t e .   Afte r  t aking  leave
of ou r  frien ds ,  w e  w e n t  dow n  b elow to  t ak e  poss e s sion
of t h e  for e  p a r t  of t h e  vess el, w hich  w a s  a s sign e d
a s  ou r  exclusive  q u a r t e r s .   Im m e di a t ely in fron t
of t h e  m a c hin e-roo m,  w hic h  occu pie d  t h e  c e n t r e  of
t h e  ves s el, w e r e  two  c a bin s,  a bo u t  sixt e e n  fee t  s q u a r e ,
r e a c hin g  fro m  side  to  sid e.   Beyon d  t h e s e,  op e ning
ou t  of a  p a s s a g e  r u n nin g  alon g  on e  sid e,  w e r e  t wo
s m alle r  c a bins  a bo u t  eigh t  fee t  long.   All t h e s e
a p a r t m e n t s  w e r e  fu rnish e d  a n d  o r n a m e n t e d  wi t h  t h e
luxu ry a n d  el e g a nc e  of c h a m b e r s  in  t h e  b e s t  ho us es
on  s ho r e .   In  t h e  for e mos t  of t h e  la r g e r  c a bins
w e r e  a  cou ple  of d e sks,  a n d  t h r e e  o r  fou r  w ri ting
o r  e a sy c h ai r s .   In  t h e  ou t e r  c a bin  n e a r e s t  to
t h e  e n gin e-roo m,  a n d  e n t e r e d  im m e di a t ely by  t h e  lad d e r
d e sc e n din g  fro m  t h e  d e ck, w a s  fixed  a  low c e n t r al t a ble.  
In  all w e  foun d  a b u n d a nc e  of t hos e  soft  exq uisi t ely
cove r e d  a n d  e m b roide r e d  c us hions  w hich  in M a r s,  a s
in O rie n t al  cou n t ri e s,  a r e  t h e  m o s t  e s s e n ti al a n d
m os t  luxu rious  fu rni tu r e .   The  office r  h a d  q u a r t e r s
in t h e  s t e r n  of t h e  vess el, w hich  w a s  a n  exac t  copy
of t h e  for e  p a r t .   Bu t  t h e  fi r s t  of t h e s e  roo m s
w a s  co nsid e r e d  a s  p u blic o r  n e u t r al  g ro u n d.   Le aving
Eve e n a  b elow, I w e n t  on  d e ck  to  exa min e,  b efo r e  s h e
s t a r t e d ,  t h e  cons t r uc tion  of t h e  vess el.  H e r
e n ti r e  leng t h  w a s  a bo u t  on e  h u n d r e d  a n d  eigh ty fee t ,
h e r  d e p t h ,  fro m  t h e  fla t  d e ck  to  t h e  wid e  k e el, a bo u t
on e  h alf of h e r  b r e a d t h;  t h e  h eigh t  of t h e  c a bin s  no t
m u c h  m o r e  t h a n  eigh t  fee t;  h e r  d r a u g h t ,  w h e n  m o s t
co m ple t ely ligh t e n e d,  no t  m o r e  t h a n  fou r  fee t .  
H e r  el ec t ric  m a c hin e ry  d r e w  in a n d  d rove  ou t  wi t h
g r e a t  forc e  c u r r e n t s  of w a t e r  w hich  p rop elled  h e r  wi th
a  s p e e d  g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h a t  affo rd e d  by t h e  m os t  pow e rful
p a d dle s.   I t  a lso  p u m p e d  in o r  ou t ,  a t  w h a t eve r
d e p t h,  t h e  q u a n ti ty of w a t e r  r e q ui r e d  a s  b allas t ,  no t
m e r ely to  s t e a dy t h e  vess el, b u t  to  ke e p  h e r  in posi tion
on  t h e  s u rf ac e  o r  to  sink  h e r  to  t h e  level a t  w hich
t h e  pilo t  mig h t  c hoos e  to  s ail.  At ei t h e r  e n d
w a s  fixed  a  s t e e r ing  s c r ew, m u c h  r e s e m bling  t h e  t ail-fin
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of a  fish,  c a p a ble  of s t r iking  side w ays,  u p w a r d s ,  o r
dow n w a r d s,  a n d  di r ec ting  ou r  cou r s e  a cco r dingly.

E r gi mo,  ou r  e s co r t ,  h a d  no t  ye t  r e ac h e d  mid dle  a g e ,
b u t  w a s  a  m a n  of exce p tion al in t ellec t  a n d  u n u s u al
knowled g e.   H e  h a d  m a d e  m a ny voyag es ,  a n d  h a d
occ u pie d  for  so m e  ti m e  a n  impo r t a n t  official pos t  on
on e  of t hos e  Arctic  con tin e n t s  w hich  a r e  inh a bi t e d
only by  t h e  h u n t e r s  e m ploye d  in collec ting  t h e  fu r s
a n d  skins  fu r nish e d  exclusively by  t h e s e  land s.  
The  s ho r e s  of t h e  g ulf w e r e  lofty, r ocky, a n d  u nin t e r e s ting.  
I t  w a s  difficul t  to  s e e  a ny objec t  on  s ho r e  fro m  t h e
d eck  of t h e  ves s el, a n d  I a s s e n t e d,  t h e r efo r e,  wi t ho u t
d e m ur, af t e r  t h e  fir s t  ho u r  of t h e  voya g e,  to  hi s
p ro pos al t h a t  t h e  ligh t s,  a n s w e rin g  to  ou r  h a t c h e s ,
s ho uld  b e  clos e d,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  vess el s ho uld  p u r s u e
h e r  cou r s e  b elow t h e  s u rfac e.   This  w a s  t h e  m o r e
d e si r a ble  t h a t ,  t hou g h  winds  a n d  s to r m s  a r e ,  a s  I
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h ave  s aid,  r a r e ,  t h e s e  long  a n d  n a r ro w  s e a s  wit h  t h ei r
lofty s ho r e s  a r e  expos e d  to  ro u g h  c u r r e n t s,  a t m os p h e ric
a n d  m a rin e,  w hich  r e n d e r  a  voyag e  on  t h e  s u rfac e  no
m o r e  a g r e e a ble  t h a n  a  p a s s a g e  in  av e r a g e  w e a t h e r  a c ro ss
t h e  Bay of Biscay.  Afte r  d e s c e n ding  I w a s  occ u pie d
for  so m e  tim e  in s t u dying,  wit h  E r gi mo’s a s sis t a n c e ,
t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t  of t h e  m a c hin e ry, a n d  t h e  sim ple  p roc e ss
by w hich  el ec t ric  forc e  is g e n e r a t e d  in q u a n ti ti es
a d e q u a t e  to  a ny effo r t  a t  a  m a rv ellously s m all exp e n di t u r e
of m a t e ri al.   In  t his  for m  t h e  M a r ti alis t s  a s s e r t
t h a t  t h ey ob t ain  wi t ho u t  w a s t e  all t h e  po t e n ti al e n e r gy
s to r e d  in ... [About  h alf a  sco r e  line s,  o r  t wo  p a g e s
of a n  o r din a ry  oc t avo volu m e  like  t his,  a r e  h e r e  illegible.]
S h e  (Eve e n a?) w a s  so m e w h a t  p al e,  b u t  ro s e  q uickly,
a n d  g r e e t e d  m e  wi th  a  s mile  of u n affec t e d  ch e e rfuln es s,
a n d  w a s  evid e n tly s u r p ris e d  a s  w ell a s  ple a s e d  t h a t
I w a s  con t e n t  to  r e m ain  alon e  wit h  h er, ou r  conve r s a tion
t u r ning  c hiefly on  t h e  les sons  of las t  nig h t .  
Ou r  ti m e  p a s s e d  q uickly till, a bo u t  t h e  mid dle  of
t h e  d ay, w e  w e r e  s t a r tl ed  by  a  s hock  w hich,  a s  I t hou g h t ,
m u s t  b e  d u e  to  ou r  h aving  r u n  a g ro u n d  o r  s t r u ck  a g ain s t
a  rock.  Bu t  w h e n  I p a s s e d  in to  t h e  e n gin e-roo m,
E r gi mo explain e d  t h a t  t h e  pilo t  w a s  nowis e  in faul t.  
We h a d  e nco u n t e r e d  on e  of t hos e  inconve nie nc e s ,  h a r dly
to  b e  c alled  p e rils, w hich  a r e  p ec ulia r  to  t h e  w a t e r s
of M a r s .   Thou g h  a ni m als  hos tile  o r  d a n g e ro us  to
m a n  h ave  b e e n  al mos t  ex ti r p a t e d  u po n  t h e  lan d,  c r e a t u r e s
of a  typ e  long  sinc e  s u p pos e d  to  b e  ex tinc t  on  E a r t h
s till h a u n t  t h e  d e p t h s  of t h e  M a r tial  s e a s;  a n d  on e
of t h e s e—a  r e al  s e a-s e r p e n t  of a bove  a
h u n d r e d  fee t  in  len g t h  a n d  p e r h a p s  eig h t  fee t  in ci rc u mfe r e nc e—h a d
a t t a ck e d  ou r  vess el, e n t a n gling  t h e  s t e e ring  sc r e w
in hi s  folds  a n d  t rying  to  c r u s h  it, ch ecking,  a t
t h e  s a m e  tim e,  by his  t r e m e n do us  forc e  t h e  m o tion
of t h e  ves s el.

“We s h all soon  g e t  r id  of him,  t hou g h,”
s aid  E r gi mo, a s  I follow e d  hi m  to  t h e  s t e r n,  to  w a tc h
wi th  g r e a t  in t e r e s t  t h e  m e t ho d  of d e aling  wit h  t h e
m o ns t er, w hos e  s t r a n g e  for m  w a s  visible  t h ro u g h  a  t hick
c rys t al p a n e  in t h e  s t e r n-pl a t e .   The  a s p hyxia to r
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could  no t  h ave  b e e n  u s e d  wi tho u t  g r e a t  r i sk  to  ou r s elves.  
Bu t  s eve r al  t u b e s ,  filled  wi th  a  sof t  m a t e ri al  r e s e m bling
co rk,  o rigin ally t h e  pi th  of a  M a r ti al  c a n e  of g r e a t
size,  w e r e  inse r t e d  in  t h e  floor, side s,  a n d  d e ck  of
t h e  ves s el, a n d  t h ro u g h  t h e  ce n t r e  of e a c h  of t h e s e
p a s s e d  a  s t r on g  m e t allic wi r e  of g r e a t  con d u c ting
pow er.  Two or  t h r e e  of t hos e  in t h e  s t e r n  w e r e
plac e d  in con t ac t  wi th  so m e  of t h e  el ec t ric  m a c hin e ry
by w hich  t h e  r u d d e r  w a s  u s u ally t u r n e d,  a n d  t h ro u g h
t h e m  w e r e  s e n t  r a pid  a n d  e n e r g e tic  cu r r e n t s ,  w hos e
p a s s a g e  r e n d e r e d  t h e  cove ring  of t h e  wi r e s ,  no twi th s t a n din g
t h ei r  g r e a t  con d uc tivity, too  ho t  to  b e  touc h e d.  
We h e a r d  im m e dia t ely a  s mo t h e r e d  sou n d  of ext r ao r din a ry
c h a r a c t er, w hich  w a s,  in t r u t h,  no  o t h e r  t h a n  a  sc r e a m
d e a d e n e d  p a r tly by  t h e  w a t er, p a r tly by  t h e  t hick
m e t al  s h e e t  in t e r pos e d  b e t w e e n  u s  a n d  t h e  el e m e n t .  
The  s t e e rin g  sc r e w  w a s  s e t  in r a pid  m o tion,  a n d  a t
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fir s t  r evolving  wi th  so m e  difficul ty, af t e r w a r d s  m oving
fas t e r  a n d  m o r e  r e g ula rly, p r e s e n tly r el e a s e d  u s.  
I t s  ro t a tion  w a s  s top p e d,  a n d  w e  r e s u m e d  ou r  cou r s e .  
The  s e r p e n t  h a d  r el axe d  his  folds,  s t u n n e d  by t h e  s hock,
b u t  h a d  no t  dis e n t a n gle d  hi ms elf fro m  t h e  sc r ew, t ill
it s  bl a d e s ,  no  long e r  c h e ck e d  by t h e  t r e m e n do us  forc e
of his  o rigin al g r a s p,  s t riking  hi m  a  s e rie s  of t e r rific
blows, h a d  b rok e n  t h e  ve r t e b r a e  a n d  p a r alys e d  if no t
killed  t h e  m o n s t ro us  e n e my.

At e a c h  side  of t h e  la r g e r  ch a m b e r s  a n d  of t h e  e n gin e-roo m
w e r e  fixed  s m all t hick  ci rc ul a r  win dow s,  t h ro u g h  w hich
w e  could  s e e  fro m  tim e  to  ti m e  t h e  m o r e  r e m a rk a ble
objec t s  in t h e  w a t er.  We p a s s e d  along  on e  c u rious
s u b m a rin e  b a nk,  b uilt  so m e w h a t  like  ou r  co r al  rocks ,
no t  by  insec t s ,  ho w ever, b u t  by s h ellfish,  w hich,
fixing  t h e m s elves  a s  soon  a s  h a t c h e d  on  t h e  s h ells
b elow or  a ro u n d  t h e m,  ext e n d e d  slowly u p w a r d  a n d  sid e w ays.  
As e a c h  of t h e s e  c r e a t u r e s  p e r is h e d,  t h e  s h ell, a bo u t
h alf t h e  size  of a n  oys t er, w a s  filled  wi t h  t h e  s a m e
so r t  of m a t e ri al a s  t h a t  of w hich  it s  h exa go nic  w alls
w e r e  o riginally for m e d,  d r a w n  in by  t h e  s u r ro u n din g
a n d  s till living  n eigh bo u r s;  a n d  t h u s,  in t h e  cou r s e
of c e n t u ri e s,  w e r e  cons t r u c t e d  solid  r e efs  of e no r m o u s
ex t e n t .   On e  of t h e s e  h a d  r u n  rig h t  a c ro ss  t h e
g ulf, for min g  a  co m ple t e  b rid g e,  c e a sing,  how ever,
wi thin  so m e  five fee t  of t h e  s u rf ac e; b u t  on  t his  a
r e g ul a r  r o a d w ay h a d  b e e n  cons t r uc t e d  by  h u m a n  a r t  a n d
m e c h a nical labour, w hile  u n d e r n e a t h,  a t  t h e  u s u al
d e p t h  of t hi r ty  fee t ,  s eve r al  t u n n els  h a d  b e e n  pie rc e d,
e a c h  la r g e  e no u g h  to  a d mit  t h e  p a s s a g e  of a  single
vess el  of t h e  la r g e s t  size.   At ev e ry fou r t h  ho u r
ou r  vess el  ro s e  to  t h e  s u rf ac e  to  r e n e w  h e r  a t mos p h e r e ,
w hich  w a s  t h u s  ke p t  p u r e r  t h a n  t h a t  of a n  o r din a ry
Atlan tic  p ack e t  b e t w e e n  d ecks,  w hile  t h e  t e m p e r a t u r e
w a s  m ain t ain e d  a t  a n  a g r e e a ble  poin t  by t h e  w a r m t h
diffus e d  fro m  t h e  el ec t ric  m a c hin e ry.

On  t h e  sixth  d ay of ou r  voyag e,  w e  r e a c h e d  a  poin t
w h e r e  t h e  Gulf of S e roc a sfe  divides,  a  s h a r p  ju t ting
c a p e  o r  p e nin s ula  p a r tin g  its  w a t e r s .   We took
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t h e  no r t h e r n  b r a n c h,  a bo u t  fift ee n  miles  in wid t h,
a n d  h e r e ,  r i sing  to  t h e  s u rf ac e  a n d  s t e e rin g  a  zigz ag
cou r s e  fro m  co a s t  to  co as t ,  I w a s  e n a bled  to  s e e  so m e t hin g
of t h e  ch a r ac t e r  of t his  m os t  ex t r ao r din a ry  s t r ai t .  
I t s  w alls  a t  fi r s t  w e r e  no  less  t h a n  2 0 0 0  fee t  in
h eig h t ,  so  t h a t  a t  a ll ti m e s  w e  w e r e  in sigh t ,  so  to
s p e a k,  of land.   A ro a d  h a d  b e e n  cu t  alon g  t h e
s e a-level, a n d  h e r e  a n d  t h e r e  t u n n els  a s c e n din g  t h ro u g h
t h e  rock r e n d e r e d  t his  a c c e s sible  fro m  t h e  pl a t e a u
a bove.   The  s t r a t a ,  a s  u po n  E a r t h,  w e r e  of va rious
c h a r a c t er, no n e  of t h e m  ve ry t hick, s eldo m  r e p ro d ucin g
exa c tly t h e  g eology of ou r  ow n  pl a n e t ,  b u t  s eldo m
very wid ely d evia ting  in c h a r a c t e r  fro m  t h e  rocks
wi th  w hich  w e  a r e  a c q u ain t e d .   The  low es t  w e r e
evid e n tly of t h e  s a m e  h a r d ,  fuse d,  co m p r e s s e d  c h a r a c t e r
a s  t hos e  w hich  ou r  t e r minology c alls  plu to nic. 
Above  t h e s e  w e r e  m a s s e s  w hich,  bike  t h e  c a r bo nife rous
s t r a t a  of E a r t h ,  r e c alled  t h e  p r evious  exis t e nc e  of
a  rich e r  b u t  les s  hig hly o r g a nis e d  for m  of veg e t a tion
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t h a n  a t  p r e s e n t  exis t s  a nyw h e r e  u po n  t h e  s u rf ac e .  
In t e r mixe d  wi th  t h e s e  w e r e  b e d s  of t h e  p e c ulia r  s u b m a rin e
s h ell-rock  w hos e  for m a tion  I h av e  jus t  d e s c ribe d.  
Above  t h e s e  a g ain  co m e  s t r a t a  of diluvial g r avel,
a n d  a bo u t  4 0 0  fee t  b elow t h e  s u rf ac e  rocks  t h a t  bo r e
evid e n t  t r ac e s  of a  gl acial p e riod.   As w e  a p p ro a c h e d
t h e  low e r  e n d  of t h e  g ulf t h e  s ho r e s  slope d  cons t a n tly
dow n w a r d,  a n d  w h e r e  t h ey  w e r e  no  m o r e  t h a n  6 0 0  fee t
in  h eig h t  I w a s  a bl e  to  di s ting uis h  a n  u p p e r  s t r a t u m
of so m e  for ty ya r d s  in d e p t h ,  p r e s e rving  t h ro u g h  it s
w hole  ex t e n t  t r a c e s  of h u m a n  life a n d  eve n  of civilis a tion.  
This  implied,  if fai rly r e p r e s e n t a tive  of t h e  r e s t
of t h e  pla n e t’s  c r u s t ,  a n  exis t e nc e  of m a n  u po n
its  s u rfac e  t e n,  t w e n ty, o r  eve n  a  h u n d r e d-fold long e r
t h a n  h e  is s u p pos e d  to  h ave  e njoyed  u po n  E a r t h .  
Abou t  noon  on  t h e  s eve n t h  d ay w e  e n t e r e d  t h e  c a n al
w hich  con n ec t s  t his  a r m  of t h e  g ulf wi th  t h e  s e a  of
t h e  no r t h e r n  t e m p e r a t e  zon e.   I t  va rie s  in h eig h t
fro m  4 0 0  to  6 0 0  fee t ,  in  wid t h  fro m  1 0 0  to  3 0 0  ya r d s,
it s  c h a n n el  n eve r  exc e e d s  2 0  fee t  in d e p t h,  E r gimo
explaine d  t h a t  t h e  leng t h  h a d  b e e n  t ho u g h t  to  r e n d e r
a  t u n n el u n s ui t a bl e,  a s  t h e  o r din a ry  m e t ho d  of ven til a tion
could  h a r dly h av e  b e e n  m a d e  to  wo rk,  a n d  to  ve n tila t e
s uc h  a  t u n n el  t h rou g h  s h aft s  s u nk  to  so  g r e a t  a  d e p t h
wo uld  h ave  b e e n  al mos t  a s  cos tly a s  t h e  m e t hod  a c t u ally
a do p t e d.   A m u c h  s m alle r  b r e a d t h  mig h t  h ave  b e e n
t hou g h t  to  s uffice,  a n d  w a s  a t  fir s t  in t e n d e d;  b u t
it  w a s  foun d  t h a t  t h e  cu r r e n t  in a  n a r row  ch a n n el,
t h e  ou t e r  s e a  b eing  m a ny inch e s  high e r  t h a n  t h e  w a t e r
of t h e  g ulf, would  h av e  b e e n  too  r a pid  a n d  violen t
for  s afe ty.  The  work  h a d  occ u pie d  fift e e n  M a r ti al
ye a r s ,  a n d  h a d  b e e n  op e n e d  only for  so m e  eig h t  c e n t u ri e s.  
The  w a t e r  w a s  no t  m o r e  t h a n  t w e n ty fee t  in d e p t h;
b u t  t h e  c h a n n el  w a s  so  p e rf ec tly scou r e d  by t h e  c u r r e n t
t h a t  no  obs t acle  h a d  eve r  a ri s e n  a n d  no  exp e n s e  h a d
b e e n  inc u r r e d  to  ke e p  it a  cle ar.  We e n t e r e d
t h e  N o r t h e r n  s e a  w h e r e  a  b ay r a n  u p  so m e  h alf doz e n
miles  tow a r d s  t h e  e n d  of t h e  g ulf, s ho r t e ning  t h e  c a n al
by t his  dis t a nc e .   The  b ay it s elf w a s  s h allow,
t h e  only ch a n n el  b eing  s c a r c ely wide r  t h a n  t h e  c a n al,
a n d  c r e a t e d  o r  p r e s e rve d  by t h e  c u r r e n t  s e t t ing  in
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to  t h e  la t t e r ;  a  c u r r e n t  w hich  offe r e d  a  ve ry p e rc e p tible
r e si s t a n c e  to  ou r  cou r s e ,  a n d  s a tisfied  m e  t h a t  h a d
t h e  c a n al  b e e n  no  wid e r  t h a n  t h e  conve nie nc e  of n avig a tion
wo uld  h ave  r e q ui r e d  in  t h e  a b s e n c e  of s uc h  a  s t r e a m,
its  forc e  wo uld  h av e  r e n d e r e d  t h e  wo rk  al tog e t h e r
u s el e s s.   We c ro ss e d  t h e  s e a ,  holding  on  in  t h e
s a m e  di r e c tion,  a n d  a  lit tle  b efo r e  s u n s e t  m oo r e d
ou r  vess el  a t  t h e  w h a rf of a  s m all h a r bo ur, a lon g
t h e  sid es  of w hich  w a s  b uil t  t h e  la r g e s t  tow n  of t his
s u b a r c tic  land b el t ,  a  villag e  of so m e  fifty ho us e s
n a m e d  Askin t a.

CHAPTER XV — FUR-HUNTING.
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E r gi mo lan d e d  to  m a k e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  for  t h e  c h a s e ,
to  wi tn e s s  w hich  w a s  t h e  p rincip al objec t  of t his
d evia tion  fro m  w h a t  would  o t h e r wis e  h ave  b e e n  ou r
m os t  conve nie n t  cou r s e .   N o t  only wo uld  it  b e  pos sible
to  t ak e  p a r t  in  t h e  p u r s ui t  of t h e  wild fau n a  of t h e
con tin e n t ,  b u t  I a lso  ho p e d  to  s h a r e  in a  novel s po r t ,
no t  u nlike  a  w h ale-h u n t  in  Baffin’s Bay. 
A la rg e  inla n d  s e a ,  occu pying  no  inconsid e r a ble  p a r t
of t h e  a r e a  of t his  b el t ,  lay im m e di a t ely to  t h e  no r t h w a r d ,
a n d  on e  wid e  a r m  t h e r eof ex t e n d e d  wit hin  a  few miles
of Askiri t a ,  a  dis t a n c e  w hich,  no t wi th s t a n ding  t h e
in t e r posi tion  of a  m o u n t ain  r a n g e,  mig h t  b e  c ro ss e d
in a  cou ple  of ho u r s .   On e  o r  two  d ays  a t  m o s t
wo uld  s uffice  for  bo t h  a dve n t u r e s .   I h a d  no t
ye t  m e n tion e d  my in t e n tion  to  Eve e n a.   Du ring
t h e  voya g e  I h a d  b e e n  m u c h  alon e  wi th  h er, a n d  it w a s
t h e n  only t h a t  ou r  r e al  a c q u ain t a n c e  b e g a n.   Till
t h e n,  how eve r  clos e  ou r  a t t a c h m e n t ,  w e  w e r e ,  in knowle d g e
of e a c h  o t h e r’s c h a r a c t e r  a n d  t ho u g h t ,  a l mos t
a s  s t r a n g e r s .   While  h e r  p ainful timidity h a d  in
so m e  d e g r e e  wo r n  off, h e r  a nxious  a n d  w a tc hful d ef e r e nc e
w a s  eve n  m o r e  m a r k e d  t h a n  b efor e .   Tru e  to  t h e
s t r a n g e  ide as  d e rive d  c hiefly fro m  h e r  t r aining,  p a r tly
fro m  h e r  ow n  n a t u r al  c h a r a c t er, s h e  w a s  t h e  m o r e  c a r eful
to  avoid  giving  t h e  sligh t e s t  p ain  o r  dis ple a s u r e,
a s  s h e  c e a s e d  to  fea r  t h a t  ei t h e r  would  b e  im m e dia t ely
a n d  in t e n tion ally visit e d  u po n  h e r s elf.  S h e  evid e n tly
t hou g h t  t h a t  on  t his  a ccou n t  t h e r e  w a s  t h e  g r e a t e r
d a n g e r  les t  a  s e ri e s  of t rivial a n noya nc e s ,  u n no tic e d
a t  t h e  ti m e,  mig h t  cool t h e  affec tion  s h e  valu e d  so
hig hly.  Diffide n t  of h e r  ow n  c h a r m s,  s h e  kn e w
how  lit tle  hold  t h e  wo m e n  of h e r  r a c e  g e n e r ally h ave
on  t h e  h e a r t s  of m e n  af t e r  t h e  fir s t  feve r  of p a s sion
h a s  cooled.   I t  w a s  difficul t  for  h e r  to  r e alise
t h a t  h e r  t ho u g h t s  o r  wish e s  could  t r uly in t e r e s t  m e ,
t h a t  co m plia nc e  wi th  h e r  inclina tions  could  b e  a n
objec t ,  o r  t h a t  I could  b e  s e riously b e n t  on  t e a c hing
h e r  to  s p e ak  fr a nkly a n d  op e nly.  Bu t  a s  t his
n e w  ide a  b e c a m e  c r e dible  a n d  fa miliar, h e r  u n affec t e d
d e si r e  to  co m ply wi th  all t h a t  w a s  exp ec t e d  fro m  h e r
d r e w  ou t  h e r  hi t h e r to  u n d evelope d  po w e r s  of conve r s a tion,
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a n d  e n a ble d  m e  d ay by d ay to  a p p r e ci a t e  m o r e  t ho ro u g hly
t h e  r e al  in t ellige nc e  a n d  sou n d n e s s  of judg m e n t  conc e ale d
a t  fir s t  by h e r  s hyn e s s,  a n d  s till so m e w h a t  obsc u r e d
by h e r  c hildlike  si m plici ty a n d  a b s olu t e  inexp e rie nc e .  
In  t h e  la t t e r  r e s p e c t ,  how ever, s h e  w a s,  of cou r s e,
a t  t h e  les s  di s a dv a n t a g e  wi t h  a  s t r a n g e r  to  t h e  m a n n e r s
a n d  life  of h e r  wo rld.   A m o r e  p e rfec tly ch a r min g
co m p a nion  it  would  h ave  b e e n  difficul t  to  d e si r e  a n d
impossible  to  find.   If a t  fi r s t  I h a d  b e e n  s ec r e tly
incline d  to  r e p ro ac h  h e r  wi th  ex a g g e r a t e d  ti midity,
it  b e c a m e  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  evide n t  t h a t  h e r  p e r so n al
fea r s  w e r e  d u e  si m ply to  t h a t  n e rvous  s u sc e p tibili ty
w hich  ev e n  m e n  of r e p u t e d  cou r a g e  h ave  oft e n  dis playe d
in si t u a tions  of s u d d e n  a n d  w holly u nfa milia r  p e ril. 
H e r  t e n d e ncy to  ove r r a t e  all d a n g e r s,  no t  m e r ely a s
t h ey affec t e d  h e r s elf, b u t  a s  t h ey  mig h t  involve  o t h e r s,
a n d  a bove  all h e r  h u s b a n d,  I a s c rib e d  to  t h e  ide a s
a n d  h a bi t s  of t hou g h t  no w  for  so  m a ny  ce n t u rie s  h e r e di t a ry
a m o n g  a  p eo ple  in w ho m  t h e  fea r  of a n nihila tion—a n d
t h e  a b s e nc e  of all t h e  m o tives  t h a t  imp el m e n  on  e a r t h
to  face  d a n g e r  a n d  d e a t h  wit h  c al m n e s s ,  o r  eve n  to
e njoy t h e  exci t e m e n t  of d e a dly p e ril—h ave
ex ting uis h e d  m a n hood  it self.
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I could  no t ,  how ever, conc e al fro m  Eve e n a  t h a t  I w a s
a bo u t  to  leave  h e r  for  a n  a dve n t u r e  w hic h  could  no t
b u t  s e e m  to  h e r  foolha r dy a n d  m o tiveles s.   S h e
w a s  m o r e  t h a n  t e r rified  w h e n  s h e  u n d e r s tood  t h a t  I
r e ally in t e n d e d  to  join t h e  p rofe ssion al  h u n t e r s  in
a n  e n t e r p ris e  w hich,  eve n  on  t h ei r  p a r t ,  is r e g a r d e d
by t h ei r  cou n t ry m e n  wi t h  a  mixtu r e  of a d mi r a tion  a n d
con t e m p t ,  a s  on e  w h e r ein  only t h e  hop e  of la r g e  r e m u n e r a tion
wo uld  ind uc e  a ny s e n sible  m a n  to  s h a r e ;  a n d  w hich,
fro m  my u t t e r  igno r a nc e  of i ts  con di tions,  m u s t  b e
obviously s till m o r e  d a n g e ro us  to  m e .   The  confide nc e
s h e  w a s  slowly lea r ning  fro m  w h a t  s e e m e d  to  h e r  ext r ava g a n t
ind ulg e nc e,  to  m e  si m ply t h e  consid e r a tion  d u e  to
a  r a tion al b ein g,  wife  o r  co m r a d e,  slave  o r  fr e e,  fir s t
foun d  exp r e s sion  in t h e  fre e do m  of h e r  loving  t ho u g h
p rovoking  expos t ul a tions.

“You m u s t  b e  ti r e d  of m e ,” s h e  s aid  a t
las t ,  “if you  a r e  so  r e a dy to  r u n  t h e  ri sk  of
p a r t ing  ou t  of m e r e  cu riosi ty.”

“Sh e e r  p e t ul a nc e!” I a n s w e r e d.   “You
know w ell t h a t  you  a r e  d e a r e r  to  m e  eve ry d ay a s  I
lea r n  to  u n d e r s t a n d  you b e t t e r ;  b u t  a  m a n  c a n no t  affo rd
to  pl ay t h e  cow a r d  b e c a u s e  m a r r i a g e  h a s  give n  n e w  value
to  life.  And you  mig h t  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  I h ave  t h r e efold
t h e  s t r e n g t h  w hic h  e m bold e n s  you r  h u n t e r s  to  inc u r
all t h e  d a n g e r s  t h a t  s e e m  to  you r  fancy so  t e r rible .”

Tha t  no  s h a d e  of m e r e  cow a r dice  o r  fe minine  affec t a tion
influe nc e d  h e r  r e m o n s t r a n c e  w a s  evide n t  fro m  h e r  n ext
wo r d s.

“Well, t h e n ,  if you  will go,  ho w eve r  imp rop e r
a n d  ou t r a g eo us  t h e  t hing  m ay  b e ,  le t  m e  go  wi t h  you. 
I c a n no t  b e a r  to  w ai t  a lon e,  fancying  a t  ev e ry m o m e n t
w h a t  m ay b e  h a p p e ning  to  you, a n d  fea rin g  to  s e e  t h e m
c a r ry  you  b a ck  wo u n d e d  o r  killed.”

Touch e d  by t h e  u n s elfish n e s s  of h e r  t e r ror, a n d  feeling
t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  so m e  t r u t h  in h e r  r e p r e s e n t a t ion  of
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t h e  s t a t e  of mi n d  in w hich  s h e  would  s p e n d  t h e  ho u r s
of my a b s e nc e ,  I t r i e d  to  q uie t  h e r  by c a r e s s e s  a n d
soft  wo r ds .   But  t h e s e  s h e  r ec eived  a s  sy m pto m s
of yielding  on  my  p a r t ;  a n d  h e r  p e r sis t e nc e  b ro u g h t
u po n  h e r  a t  las t  t h e  r e solu t e  a n d  so m e w h a t  s h a r p  r e b uk e
wi th  w hich  m e n  t hink  it  n a t u r al  a n d  rig h t  to  r e p r e s s
t h e  exc es s e s  of fe minine  fear.

“This  is no ns e n s e ,  Eve e n a.   You c a n no t  a cco m p a ny
m e;  a n d,  if you  could,  you r  p r e s e nc e  would  m ul tiply
t e nfold  t h e  d a n g e r  to  m e ,  a n d  u t t e rly u n n e rve  m e  if
a ny r e al  difficul ty s ho uld  c all for  p r e s e nc e  of min d.  
You m u s t  b e  con t e n t  to  leave  m e  in t h e  h a n d s  of P rovide nc e,
a n d  allow m e  to  judg e  w h a t  b e co m e s  a  m a n,  a n d  w h a t
r e s ul t s  a r e  wo r t h  t h e  risks  t h ey  m ay  involve. 
I h e a r  E r gi mo’s s t e p  on  d e ck,  a n d  I m u s t  go  a n d
lea r n  fro m  hi m  w h a t  a r r a n g e m e n t s  h e  h a s  b e e n  a ble  to
m a k e  for  to-m o r row.”

My e s co r t  h a d  foun d  no  difficul ty in  p roviding  for
t h e  fulfilm e n t  of bo t h  my wis h es .   We w e r e  to
b e a t  t h e  for e s t s  w hich  cove r e d  t h e  sou t h e r n  s e a bo r d
in t h e  n eig h bo u r hood,  d riving  ou r  g a m e  ou t  u po n  t h e
op e n  g ro u n d,  w h e r e  alon e  w e  s hould  h av e  a  c h a n c e  of
s ec u rin g  it.  By noon  w e  mig h t  ho p e  to  h ave  s e e n
e no u g h  of t his  s po r t ,  a n d  to  find  ou r s elves  a t  no
g r e a t  di s t a nc e  fro m  t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  inla n d  s e a  w h e r e
a  ye t  m o r e  exci ting  ch a s e  w a s  to  e m ploy t h e  r e s t  of
t h e  d ay.  Failing  to  b rin g  bo t h  a dve n t u r e s  wit hin
t h e  sixt e e n  ho u r s  of ligh t  w hich  a t  t his  s e a son  a n d
in t his  la ti t u d e  w e  s ho uld  e njoy, w e  w e r e  to  bivou ac
for  t h e  nig h t  on  t h e  no r t h e r n  s e a-co a s t  a n d  p u r s u e
ou r  a q u a tic  g a m e  in t h e  m o r nin g  of t h e  m o r row, r e t u r nin g
b efo r e  d a rk  to  ou r  ves s el.
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E r gi mo,  ho w ever, w a s  m o r e  of Eve e n a’s  min d  t h a n
of mi n e.   “I h ave  co m plied,” h e  s aid,
“with  you r  wish e s ,  a s  t h e  Ca m p t a  o r d e r e d  m e  to
do.  Bu t  I a m  e q u ally bo u n d,  by  his  o r d e r s  a n d
by my  d u ty, to  t ell you  t h a t  in my opinion  you  a r e
r u n ning  ri sks  al tog e t h e r  ou t  of p ro po r tion  to  a ny
objec t  ou r  a dve n t u r e  c a n  s e rve.   Sc a rc ely a ny of
t h e  c r e a t u r e s  w e  s h all h u n t  a r e  o th e r  t h a n  ve ry for mid a ble.  
Eye n  t h e  t h e r n e ,  wi th  t h e  s pikes  on  its  for e-limbs,
c a n  inflic t  p ainful if no t  d a n g e ro u s  wo u n d s,  a n d  its
bi t e  is s aid  to  b e  no t  u nf r e q u e n tly veno mo us.  
You a r e  no t  u s e d  to  ou r  m e t ho ds  of h u n ting,  to  t h e
m a n a g e m e n t  of t h e  cald ec ta , o r  to  t h e  u s e  of
ou r  w e a po ns.   I c a n  conc eive  no  r e a so n  w hy you
s ho uld  incu r  w h a t  is a t  a ny r a t e  a  consid e r a ble  ch a nc e,
no t  m e r ely of d e a t h ,  b u t  of d ef e a ting  t h e  w hole  p u r pos e
of you r  ext r ao r din a ry  jou r n ey, si m ply to  do  o r  to
s e e  t h e  wo rk  on  w hich  w e  p e ril only t h e  lea s t  valua ble
lives  a m o n g  us .”

I w a s  a bo u t  to  a n s w e r  hi m  eve n  m o r e  d e cid e dly t h a n
I h a d  r e plied  to  Eve e n a,  w h e n  a  p r e s s u r e  on  my a r m
d r e w  my eye s  in t h e  o th e r  di r ec tion;  a n d,  to  my ex t r e m e
m o r tifica tion,  I p e r c eived  t h a t  Eve e n a  h e r s elf, in
all-a b so r bin g  e a g e r n e s s  to  lea r n  t h e  opinion  of a n
in t ellige n t  a n d  exp e rie nc e d  h u n t er, h a d  s tole n  on
d eck  a n d  h a d  h e a r d  all t h a t  h a d  p a s s e d .   I w a s
too m u c h  vexe d  to  m a k e  a ny o th e r  r e ply to  E r gi mo’s
a r g u m e n t  t h a n  t h e  single  wo r d,  “I s h all go.” 
Re ally a n g ry  wi th  h e r  for  t h e  fir s t  a n d  las t  ti m e,
b u t  no t  c hoosing  to  exp r e s s  my di spl e a s u r e  in t h e
p r e s e n c e  of a  t hi r d  p e r so n,  I h u r ri e d  Eve e n a  dow n  t h e
ladd e r  in to  ou r  c a bin.

“Tell m e ,” I s aid,  “wh a t ,  a cco r din g
to  you r  ow n  r ul e s  of feminine  r e s e rve  a n d  ob e die nc e ,
you  d e s e rve?   Wh a t  wo uld  on e  of you r  p eo ple  s ay
to  a  wife  w ho  followe d  him  withou t  leave  in to  t h e  co m p a ny
of a  s t r a n g er, to  lis t e n  to  t h a t  w hich  s h e  kn e w  s h e
w a s  no t  m e a n t  to  h e a r?”
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S h e  a n s w e r e d  by t h rowing  off h e r  veil a n d  h e a d-d r e s s ,
a n d  s t a n ding  u p  silen t  b efo r e  m e .

“Answ e r  m e ,  child,” I r e p e a t e d,  m o r e  t h a n
h alf a p p e a s e d  by t h e  m u t e  a p p e al  of h e r  h alf-r ais e d
eye s  a n d  s u b missive  a t t i t u d e.   “I know you
will no t  t ell m e  t h a t  you h ave  no t  b rok e n  all t h e  r e s t r ain t s
of you r  ow n  laws  a n d  c us to m s.   Wh a t  wo uld  you r
fa th er, for  ins t a nc e ,  s ay to  s uc h  a n  e s c a p a d e?”

S h e  w a s  silen t ,  t ill t h e  touc h  of my h a n d,  con t r a dic ting
p e r h a p s  t h e  h a r s h n e s s  of my  wo r d s ,  e n co u r a g e d  h e r
to  lift h e r  eye s,  full of t e a r s ,  to  mi n e.

“Not hing,” w as  h e r  ve ry u n exp ec t e d  r e ply.

“Not hing?” I r ejoine d.   “If
you  c a n  t ell m e  t h a t  you  h ave  no t  do n e  w ro n g,  I s h all
b e  so r ry  to  h av e  r e p rove d  you  so  s h a r ply.”

“I s h all t ell you  no  s uc h  lie!” s h e  a n s w e r e d
al mos t  indign a n tly.  “You a sk e d  w h a t  wo uld
b e  said .”

I w a s  fai rly a t  a  loss.   The  figu r e  w hich  M a r ti al
g r a m m a ria n s  c all “ th e  s u p p r e s s e d  al t e r n a tive”
is a  g r e a t  favou ri t e ,  a n d  d e rives  p e c ulia r  force  fro m
t h e  va ri ed  e m p h a sis  t h ei r  syn t ax  allows.  Bu t,
r e solved  no t  to  u n d e r s t a n d  a  m e a ning  m u c h  m o r e  di s tinc tly
conveyed  in h e r  wo r ds  t h a n  in my t r a n sl a tion,  I r e plied,
“I s h all s ay  no t hin g  t h e n ,  exc e p t—do n’t
do  it a g ain;” a n d  I ex t ric a t e d  mys elf p ro m p tly
if igno miniously fro m  t h e  dile m m a,  by  leaving  t h e
c a bin  a n d  closing  t h e  door, so  s h a r ply a n d  d e cid e dly
a s  to  convey a  di s tinc t  in tim a tion  t h a t  it  w a s  no t
a g ain  to  b e  op e n e d.
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We b r e a kfa s t e d  e a r lie r  t h a n  u s u al.  My g e n tle
b rid e  h a d  b e e n  s u b d u e d  in to  a  silenc e,  no t  s ulle n,
b u t  so  s a d  t h a t  w h e n  h e r  wis tful eyes  follow e d  my
eve ry m ove m e n t  a s  I p r e p a r e d  to  s t a r t ,  I could  willingly,
to  b rin g  b a ck  t h ei r  b rig h t n e s s,  h ave  r e no u nc e d  t h e
p ro mis e  of t h e  d ay.  Bu t  t his  m u s t  no t  b e;  a n d
t u r ning  to  t ak e  leave  on  t h e  t h r e s hold,  I s aid—

“Be s u r e  I s h all co m e  to  no  h a r m;  a n d  if I did,
t h e  wo r s t  p a n g  of d e a t h  would  b e  t h e  m e m o ry of t h e
fir s t  s h a r p  wo r ds  I h ave  s pok e n  to  you, a n d  w hich,
I confes s,  w e r e  a n  ill r e t u r n  for  t h e  inconve nie n t
exp r e s sion  of you r  affec tion a t e  a nxie ty.”

“Do no t  s p e a k  so,” s h e  h alf w hisp e r e d .  
“I d e s e rve d  a ny m a rk  of you r  dis ple a s u r e;  I
only wis h  I could  p e r s u a d e  you  t h a t  t h e  s h a r p e s t  s tin g
lies  in  t h e  lips  w e  love.  Do r e m e m b er, sinc e  you
wo uld  no t  le t  m e  r u n  t h e  sligh t e s t  r i sk  of h a r m,  t h a t
if you  co m e  to  h u r t  you will h ave  killed  m e .”

“Res t  a s s u r e d  I s h all co m e  to  no  s e rious  ill. 
I ho p e  t his  eve ning  to  lau g h  wi th  you  a t  you r  al a r m s;
a n d  so  long  a s  you  do  no t  s e e  m e  ei th e r  in t h e  fles h
o r  in t h e  s pi ri t ,  you  m ay know  t h a t  I a m  s afe.  
I could  no t  le ave  you  for  eve r  wi thou t  m e e ting
you  a g ain.”

This  s p e e c h,  w hic h  I s ho uld  h ave  ven t u r e d  in  no  o t h e r
p r e s e n c e ,  wo uld  h a r dly h ave  e s t a blish e d  my lun a cy
m o r e  d e cisively in M a r ti al  eyes  t h a n  in  t hos e  of Ter r e s t ri al
co m m o n  s e ns e .   I t  conveye d,  how ever, a  r e al  if
no t  s ufficie n t  consola tion  to  Eve e n a;  t h e  ide a  it implied
b ein g  no t  w holly u nfa milia r  to  a  d a u g h t e r  of t h e  S t ar. 
I w a s  s u r p ris e d  t h a t ,  a l mos t  s h rinking  fro m  my las t
e m b r a c e,  Eve e n a  s u d d e nly d ro p p e d  h e r  veil a ro u n d  h e r;
till, t u r ning,  I s a w  t h a t  E rgi mo w a s  s t a n din g  a t  t h e
top  of t h e  ladd e r  lea ding  to  t h e  d eck, a n d  jus t  in
sigh t .

“I will s e n d  wo r d,” h e  s aid,  a d d r e s sing
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hi m s elf to  m e ,  b u t  s p e a king  for  h e r  e a r s ,  “of
you r  s afe ty a t  noon  a n d  a t  nig h t .   So  fa r  a s  my
u t mos t  effor t s  c a n  e n s u r e  it  you  will b e  s afe; a n  obliga tion
hig h er, a n d  e nforc e d  by s a n c tions  g r aver, t h a n  eve n
t h e  Ca m p t a’s  co m m a n d  forbids  m e  to  lea d  a  bro t h er
in to  p e ril, a n d  fail to  b ring  hi m  ou t  of it.”

The  significa n t  wo r d  w a s  s poke n  in so  low a  ton e  t h a t
it  could  no t  possibly r e a c h  t h e  e a r s  of ou r  co m p a nions
of t h e  ch a s e ,  w ho  h a d  m u s t e r e d  on  s ho r e  wit hin  a  few
fee t  of t h e  vess el.  Bu t  Eve e n a  evide n tly c a u g h t
bo t h  t h e  sou n d  a n d  t h e  m e a nin g,  a n d  I w a s  gl a d  t h a t
t h ey  s ho uld  convey to  h e r  a  confide nc e  w hich  s e e m e d
to  mys elf no  b e t t e r  foun d e d  t h a n  h e r  al a r m s.  
To m e  it s  only valu e  lay in  t h e  fri en dly r el a tion
it  e s t a blish e d  wi th  on e  I h a d  b e g u n  g r e a t ly to  like.  
I r elied  on  my ow n  s t r e n g t h  a n d  n e rve  for  all t h a t
h u m a n  exe r tion  could  do  in  s uc h  p e ril a s  w e  mig h t
e ncou n t e r ;  a n d,  in a  c a s e  in w hich  t h e s e  mig h t  fail
m e ,  I do u b t e d  w h e t h e r  ev e n  t h e  on e  ti e  t h a t  h a s  bin ding
forc e  on  M a r s  wo uld  av ail m e  m u c h.
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Im m e dia t ely ou t side  t h e  tow n  w e r e  w ai ting,  s a d dle d
b u t  no t  b ridle d,  so m e  sco r e  of t h e  ex t r ao r din a ry riding-bi r d s
Eve e n a  h a d  d e s c rib e d.   The  s e a t  of t h e  rid e r  is
on  t h e  b a ck, b e t w e e n  t h e  wings; b u t  t h e  s a d dle  consis t s
only of a  so r t  of gi r t h  im m e dia t ely in  fron t ,  to  w hich
a  p ai r  of s ti r r u p s ,  r e s e m bling  t h a t  of a  lady’s
side-s a d dle,  w e r e  a t t ac h e d.   The  c r e a t u r e  t h a t
w a s  to  c a r ry my u n u s u al  w eigh t  w a s  t h e  m os t  pow e rful
of all, b u t  I fel t  so m e  do u b t  w h e t h e r  eve n  his  s t r e n g t h
mig h t  no t  b r e ak  dow n.   On e  of t h e  h u n t e r s  h a d
c h a r g e  of a  c a r r ia g e  on  w hich  w a s  fixed  a  c a g e  co n t aining
t wo  doze n  bi rd s  of a  d a rk  g r e e nis h  g r ey, a bo u t  t h e
size  of a  c row, a n d  wi th  t h e  sle n d e r  for m,  pi e r cing
eye s,  a n d  po w e rful b e ak  of t h e  falcon.  They w e r e
no t  in t e n d e d,  how ever, to  s t r ike  t h e  p r ey, b u t  si m ply
to  do  t h e  p a r t  of do gs  in t r a cin g  ou t  t h e  g a m e,  a n d
d riving  it fro m  t h e  woods  in to  t h e  op e n  g ro u n d.  
Ou r  bi rd s ,  r i sing  a t  onc e  in to  t h e  air, c a r ri e d  u s
so m e  fifty fee t  a bove  t h e  to ps  of t h e  t r e e s .  
H e r e  t h e  c hief h u n t s m a n  took t h e  g uid a nc e  of t h e  p a r ty,
k e e pin g  in fron t  of t h e  line  in w hich  w e  w e r e  r a n g e d,
a n d  w a t c hing  t h ro u g h  a  p ai r  of w h a t  mig h t  b e  c alled
s p ec t acl es,  s ave  t h a t  a  ve ry s ho r t  t u b e  wit h  do u ble
lens e s  w a s  s u bs ti t u t e d  for  t h e  single  gl a s s,  t h e  m ove m e n t
of t h e  h a w ks,  w hich  h a d  b e e n  r el e a s e d  in t h e  wood  b elow
u s.   Thes e  a t  fi r s t  disp e r s e d  in ev e ry di r ec tion,
ex t e n ding  a t  in t e rvals  fro m  e n d  to  e n d  of a  line  so m e
t h r e e  miles  in leng t h,  a n d  m oving  slowly forw a r d s ,
follow e d  by t h e  h u n t e r s .   A s h a r p  c all fro m  on e
bi r d  on  t h e  lef t  g a t h e r e d  t h e  r e s t  a ro u n d  hi m,  a n d
in a  few m o m e n t s  t h e  r u s tling  a n d  r u s hin g  of a n  invisible
flock t h ro u g h  t h e  gla d e s  of t h e  for e s t  a p p ris e d  u s
t h a t  w e  h a d  s t a r t e d ,  t ho u g h  w e  could  no t  s e e ,  t h e
p r ey.  E r gi mo, w ho  ke p t  close  b e sid e  m e,  a n d  w ho
h a d  oft e n  wit n e s s e d  t h e  s po r t  b efo r e,  ke p t  m e  infor m e d
of w h a t  w a s  p roc e e din g  u n d e r n e a t h  u s ,  of w hich  I could
s e e  b u t  lit tle.   Glimps e s  h e r e  a n d  t h e r e  s how e d
t h a t  w e  w e r e  p u r s uing  a  n u m e ro u s  flock of la r g e  w hi t e-plu m e d
or  w hi t e-h ai r e d  c r e a t u r e s ,  s t a n ding  a t  m o s t  so m e  fou r
fee t  in h eig h t;  b u t  w h a t  t h ey w e r e ,  eve n  w h e t h e r  bi r d s
o r  q u a d r u p e d s,  t h ei r  m ove m e n t s  left  m e  in a b solu t e
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u n c e r t ain ty.  Wor rie d  a n d  frigh t e n e d  by t h e  falcons,
w hich,  how ever, n eve r  ve n t u r e d  to  clos e  u po n  t h e m,
t h ey w e r e  g r a d u ally d rive n  in t h e  di r ec tion  in t e n d e d
by t h e  h u n t s m a n  tow a r d s  t h e  op e n  pl ain,  w hich  bo r d e r e d
t h e  for e s t  a t  a  di s t a nc e  of a bo u t  six miles  to  t h e
no r t h w a r d.   In  h alf-a n-ho u r  af t e r  t h e  “find,”
t h e  lea d e r  of t h e  flock b rok e  ou t  of t h e  wood  t wo  o r
t h r e e  h u n d r e d  ya r d s  a h e a d  of u s ,  a n d  w a s  closely follow e d
by his  co m p a nions.   I t h e n  r e co g nis e d  in t h e  objec t s
of t h e  ch a s e  t h e  s t r a n g e  t h e r n e e  d e sc rib e d
by Eve e n a ,  w hos e  long  soft  dow n  fu r nis h e d  t h e  cloak
s h e  wo r e  on  ou r  visi t  to  t h e  Ast ron a u t .   Thei r
g e n e r al  for m,  a n d  e s p eci ally t h e  len g t h  a n d  g r a c eful
c u rve  of t h e  n e ck,  led  on e  ins tinc tively to  r e g a r d
t h e m  a s  bi r d s; b u t  t h e  for e-limbs,  d r a w n  u p  a s  t h ey
r a n ,  b u t  now  a n d  t h e n  ou t s t r e t c h e d  wi t h  a  s w e e p  to
s t rike  a t  a  falcon  t h a t  ven t u r e d  imp r u d e n tly n e ar,
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h a d,  in t h e  dis t a nc e ,  m u c h  m o r e  r e s e m bl a nc e  to  t h e
a r m  of a  b a boon  t h a n  to  t h e  limb  of a ny o t h e r  c r e a t u r e ,
a n d  bo r e  no  like n e s s  w h a t eve r  to  t h e  win g  eve n  of
t h e  b a t .   The  objec t  of t h e  h u n t e r s  w a s  no t  to
s t rike  t h e s e  c r e a t u r e s  fro m  a  di s t a n c e ,  b u t  to  r u n
t h e m  do w n  a n d  c a p t u r e  t h e m  by s h e e r  exh a u s tion.  
This  t h e  g r e a t  wing-pow e r  of t h e  cald ec taa
e n a ble d  u s  to  do,  t hou g h  by t h e  t im e  w e  h a d  d riven
t h e  t h e r n e e  to  b ay my ow n  Peg a s u s  w a s  fai rly ti r e d .  
The  h u n t e r s,  s e p a r a ting  a n d  s p r e a ding  ou t  in t h e  for m
of a  s e mici rcle,  a s sis t e d  t h e  m ove m e n t s  of t h e  h a w ks,
d riving  t h e  p r ey  g r a d u ally in to  a  n a r ro w  d efile  a m o n g
t h e  hills bo r d e ring  t h e  pl ain  to  t h e  no r t h-e a s t w a r d,
w hos e  s t e e p  u p w a r d  slop e  g r e a tly hin d e r e d  a n d  fa tigu e d
c r e a t u r e s  w hos e  n a t u r al  h a bi t a t  consis t s  of level pl ains
o r  s e a bo r d  for e s t s .   At las t ,  u n d e r  a  s t e e p  h alf-p r e cipi tous
rock  w hich  d efe n d e d  t h e m  in r e ar, a n d  b e t w e e n  clu m p s
of t r e e s  w hich  g u a r d e d  ei t h e r  flank—p ro t e c t e d
by bo t h  ove r h e a d—t h e  flock,  a t  t h e  c all
of t h ei r  le ad er, took u p  a  posi tion  w hich  dis playe d
a n  ins tinc tive  s t r a t e gy, w h e r eof a n  India n  o r  Africa n
c hief mig h t  h ave  b e e n  p ro u d.   The  caldec taa ,
how ever, w ell kn e w  t h e  vas t  s u p e rio ri ty of t h ei r  ow n
s t r e n g t h  a n d  of t h ei r  for mid a ble  b e aks,  a n d  did  no t
h e si t a t e  to  c a r ry  u s  close  to  b u t  so m e w h a t  a bove  t h e
t h e r n e e ,  a s  t h e s e  s tood  r a n g e d  in line  wi th  ex t e n d e d
fore-limbs  a n d  s no u t s;  t h e  la t t e r  a r m e d  wi th  t e e t h
a bo u t  a n  inc h  a n d  a  h alf in len g t h  t a p e rin g  sin gly
to  a  s h a r p  poin t ,  t h e  for m e r  wi th  s pikes  s t ro n g er,
long er, a n d  s h a r p e r  t h a n  t hos e  of t h e  po rc u pin e;  b u t ,
a s  I s a tisfied  mys elf by a  s u b s e q u e n t  ins p ec tion,
for m e d  by r u di m e n t a ry, or, m o r e  p ro p e rly s p e a king,
t r a n sfo r m e d  o r  d e g e n e r a t e d  q uills.  The  bi t e  w a s
e a sily avoid e d.   I t  w a s  no t  so  e a sy to  ke e p  ou t
of r e a c h  of t h e  pow e rful for e-lim b  w hile  e n d e avou ring
to  s t rike  a  fa t al  blow a t  t h e  n e ck  wit h  t h e  long  r a pie r-like
c u t ting  w e a po n s  c a r ri e d  by  t h e  h u n t e r s.   My ow n
s ho r t e r  a n d  s h a r p  s wor d,  to  w hich  I h a d  t r u s t e d,  p r efe r ring
a  fa milia r  w e a po n  to  on e,  how eve r  s ui t a ble,  to  w hich
I w a s  no t  a cc us to m e d,  left  m e  no  choice  b u t  to  a b a n do n
t h e  ho p e  of a c tive  p a r ticipa tion  in t h e  sl a u g h t er,
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or  to  ve n t u r e  d a n g e ro usly n e ar.  Choosing  t h e
la t t e r  al t e r n a tive,  I r ec eived  fro m  t h e  a r m  of t h e
t h e r n e e  I h a d  sin gle d  ou t  a  blow w hich,  c a u g h t  u po n
my  s wor d,  ve ry n e a rly s mo t e  it  fro m  my h a n d,  a n d  c e r t ainly
wo uld  h ave  dis a r m e d  a t  onc e  a ny of my w e ak e r  co m p a nions.  
As it w a s ,  t h e  s t roke  m ai m e d  t h e  limb  t h a t  d elive r e d
it; b u t  wit h  it s  r e m aining  a r m  t h e  c r e a t u r e  m ain t ain e d
a  figh t  so  s t u b bo r n  t h a t ,  h a d  bo t h  b e e n  av ailable,
t h e  iss u e  could  no t  h ave  b e e n  in my favour.  This
conflic t  r e mind e d  m e  sing ula rly of a n  e n cou n t e r  wit h
t h e  m o u n t e d  s wo r ds m e n  of Scindia h  a n d  t h e  Peis hw a h;
all my  exp e ri e nc e  of s wor d-play b ein g  c alled  in to
u s e,  a n d  my b r u t e  op pon e n t  u sin g  it s  n a t u r al  w e a po n
wi th  a n  ins tinc tive  skill no t  u n wo r t hy of co m p a rison
wi th  t h a t  of a  t r ain e d  ho r s e-soldie r;  a t  t h e  s a m e
ti m e  t h a t  i t cons t a n tly e n d e avou r e d  to  s eize  wi th
its  for mid a ble  s nou t  ei t h e r  my  ow n  a r m  or  t h e  wing
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or  body of t h e  c ald ec t a ,  w hich,  ho w ever, w a s  ve ry
w ell a bl e  to  t ak e  c a r e  of its elf.  In  fac t,  t h e
p r ey  w a s  s ec u r e d  a t  las t  no t  by my s wor d  b u t  by a
blow fro m  t h e  c ald ec t a’s b e a k,  w hic h  pie r c e d
a n d  p a r alys e d  t h e  sle n d e r  n e ck  of ou r  a n t a go nis t .  
So m e  t w e n ty t h e r n e e  for m e d  t h e  boo ty of a  c h a s e  c e r t ainly
novel, a n d  pos s e s sin g  p e r h a p s  a s  m a ny  el e m e n t s  of
p e ril a n d  excit e m e n t  a s  t h a t  fines t  of E a r t hly s po r t s
w hich  t h e  affec t e d  cynicis m  of Anglo-India n  s p e e c h
d e g r a d e s  by t h e  n a m e  of “pig-s ticking.”

Whe n  t h e  falcons  h a d  b e e n  collec t e d  a n d  r ec a g e d,  a n d
t h e  bo dies  of t h e  t h e r n e e  consign e d  to  a  c a r ri a g e
b ro u g h t  u p  for  t h e  p u r pos e  by a  s u bo r din a t e  w ho  h a d
w a t c h e d  t h e  h u n t e r s’ cou r s e,  ou r  bi r d s,  fro m
w hich  w e  h a d  dis mo u n t e d ,  w e r e  so m e w h a t  r e s t e d;  a n d
E r gi mo infor m e d  m e  t h a t  a no t h e r  a n d  m o r e  for mid a ble,
a s  w ell a s  m o r e  valua ble,  p r ey  w a s  t ho u g h t  to  b e  in
sigh t  a  few miles  off.  Mo u n t e d  on  a  fre s h  bi rd,
a n d  r e solu t ely closing  my e a r s  to  his  u r g e n t  a n d  r e a so n a ble
dis s u a sion,  I joine d  t h e  s m alle r  p a r ty w hich  w a s  d e t a c h e d
for  t his  p u r pos e .   As w e  w e r e  c a r r ie d  slowly a t
no  g r e a t  dis t a n c e  fro m  t h e  g ro u n d,  m a n a gin g  ou r  bi rd s
wi th  e a s e  by a  touc h  on  ei th e r  side  of t h e  n e ck—t h ey
a r e  s p u r r e d  a t  n e e d  by a  sligh t  el ec t ric  s hock co m m u nica t e d
fro m  t h e  hil t  of t h e  s wo r d,  a n d  a r e  ch eck e d  by a  forcible
p r e s s u r e  on  t h e  wings—I a sk e d  E r gi mo w hy
t h e  t h e r n e e  w e r e  no t  r a t h e r  s ho t  t h a n  h u n t e d ,  since
u tili ty, no t  s po r t ,  gove r ns  t h e  m e t ho d  of c a p t u ring
t h e  wild b e a s t s  of M a r s.

“We h av e,” h e  r e plied,  “two w e a po ns
a d a p t e d  to  s t r ike  a t  a  dis t a nc e .   The  a s p hyxia to r
is too  h e avy to  b e  c a r ri e d  fa r  o r  fas t ,  a n d  piec e s
of t h e  s h ell inflic t  s uc h  inju rie s  u po n  eve ryt hing
in t h e  im m e dia t e  n eig h bo u r hood  of t h e  explosion,  a s
to  r e n d e r  it  u s ele s s  w h e r e  t h e  valu e  of t h e  p r ey  d e p e n d s
u po n  t h e  con di tion  of it s  skin.   Ou r  o t h e r  a n d
m u c h  m o r e  conve nie n t ,  if les s  pow e rful, p rojec tive
w e a po n  h a s  al so  it s  ow n  dis a dva n t a g e .   I t  c a n
b e  u s e d  only a t  s ho r t  dis t a nc e s;  a n d  a t  t h e s e  it  is
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a p t  to  b u r n  a n d  t e a r  a  skin  so  soft  a n d  d elic a t e  a s
t h a t  of t h e  t h e r n e e .   Mo r eover, it  so  t e r rifies
t h e  c ald ec t a  a s  to  r e n d e r  it  u n m a n a g e a ble;  a n d  w e
a r e  co m p elled  to  dis mo u n t  b efo r e  u sing  it, a s  you
m ay p r e s e n tly s e e .   Fou r  o r  five of ou r  p a r ty a r e
now  a r m e d  wi th  it, a n d  I wis h  you  h a d  allow e d  m e  to
fu r nis h  you  wit h  on e.”

“I p r efer,” I a n s w e r e d,  “my ow n
w e a po n,  a n  ai r-g u n  w hich  I c a n  fir e  sixt e e n  ti m e s
wi tho u t  r eloa ding,  a n d  w hich  will kill a t  a  h u n d r e d
ya r ds’ dis t a nc e .   With  a  w e a po n  u nk now n  to
m e  I mi g h t  no t  only fail a l tog e t h er, b u t  I mi g h t  no t
imp ro b a bly do  s e rious  inju ry, by  my clu m sin e ss  a n d
inexp e rie nc e,  to  my co m p a nions.”

“I wis h,  n eve r t h el e s s ,” h e  s aid,  “th a t
you  c a r ri e d  t h e  m o r dy ta .  You will h av e
n e e d  of a n  efficien t  w e a po n  if you  dis mo u n t  to  s h a r e
t h e  a t t a ck  w e  a r e  jus t  a bo u t  to  m a k e.   But  I e n t r e a t
you  no t  to  do  so.   You c a n  s e e  it  a ll in p e rf ec t
s afe ty, if only you  will ke e p  fa r  e no u g h  a w ay to  avoid
d a n g e r  fro m  t h e  frigh t  of you r  bi r d.”
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As h e  s pok e,  w e  h a d  co m e  in to  p roximity to  ou r  n e w
g a m e,  a  la r g e  a n d  ve ry po w e rful a ni m al, a bo u t  fou r
fee t  high  a t  t h e  s ho uld e r s,  a n d  a bo u t  six fee t  fro m
t h e  h e a d  to  t h e  roo t  of t h e  t ail.  The  la t t e r  c a r ri es,
a s  t h a t  of t h e  lion  w a s  fable d  to  do,  a  final cl aw,
no t  to  las h  t h e  c r e a t u r e  in to  r a g e ,  b u t  for  t h e  m o r e
p r a c tic al p u r pos e  of s t r iking  dow n  a n  e n e my e n d e avou ring
to  a p p ro a c h  it  in flank  o r  r e ar.  I t s  hid e,  cove r e d
wi th  a  long  b e a u tifully sof t  fur, is s t r ip e d  al t e r n a t ely
wi th  b row n  a n d  yellow, t h e  g ro u n d  b eing  a  so r t  of
silve r-g r ey.  The  h e a d  r e s e m bles  t h a t  of t h e  lion,
b u t  wi thou t  t h e  m a n e ,  a n d  is p rolong e d  in to  a  fac e
a n d  s nou t  m o r e  like  t hos e  of t h e  wild  bo ar.  I t s
lim bs  a r e  les s  u nlike  t hos e  of t h e  feline  g e n u s  t h a n
a ny o th e r  E a r t hly typ e,  b u t  h ave  t h r e e  cla ws  a n d  a
h a r d  p a d  in  lieu  of t h e  soft  c u s hion.  The  u p p e r
jaw is a r m e d  wi th  two  for mid a ble  t u sks  a bo u t  t w elve
inch es  in  len g t h ,  a n d  p rojec ting  di r ec tly forw a r d s.  
A blow fro m  t h e  claw-fur nis h e d  t ail wo uld  ploug h  u p
t h e  t high  o r  r ip  op e n  t h e  a b do m e n  of a  m a n.   A
s t roke  fro m  on e  of t h e  p a w s  wo uld  frac t u r e  his  skull,
w hile  a  wo u n d  fro m  t h e  t u sk  in  al mos t  a ny p a r t  of
t h e  bo dy m u s t  p rove  c e r t ainly fa t al.  For t u n a t ely,
t h e  kar gy n da  h a s  no t  t h e  s wiftn e s s  of m ove m e n t
b elon ging  to  n e a rly all ou r  feline  r a c e s ,  o th e r wis e
its  skins,  t h e  m os t  valua ble  p rize  of t h e  M a r ti al
h u n t er, wo uld  ye a rly b e  t ak e n  a t  a  t e r rible  cos t  of
life.  Two of t h e s e  c r e a t u r e s  w e r e  s aid  to  b e  r e posing
in a  t hick  jungle  of r e e d s  bo r d e rin g  a  n a r ro w  s t r e a m
im m e dia t ely in ou r  fron t .   The  h u n t e r s ,  wit h  E r gi mo,
now  dis mo u n t e d  a n d  a dva nc e d  so m e  t wo  h u n d r e d  ya r ds
in fron t  of t h ei r  bi r d s,  di r e c ting  t h e  la t t e r  to  t u r n
t h ei r  h e a d s  in t h e  op posi t e  di r ec tion.   I foun d
so m e  difficul ty in m a kin g  my wis h  to  d e s c e n d  in t elligible
to  t h e  docile  c r e a t u r e  w hich  c a r ri e d  m e ,  a n d  w a s  s till
in  t h e  ai r  w h e n  on e  of t h e  e no r m o u s  c r e a t u r e s  w e  w e r e
h u n ting  r u s h e d  ou t  of it s  hiding-plac e.   The  n e a r e s t
h u n t er, r ai sing  a  s hining  m e t al  s t aff a bo u t  t h r e e  a n d
a  h alf fee t  in leng t h  (having  a  c rys t al  cylind e r  a t
t h e  hin d e r  e n d,  a bo u t  six inch e s  in ci rc u mfe r e n c e,
a n d  occu pying  a bo u t  on e-t hi rd  t h e  e n t i r e  len g t h  of
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t h e  w e a po n), levelled  it  a t  t h e  b e a s t .   A flas h
a s  of ligh t nin g  d a r t e d  t h ro u g h  t h e  air, a n d  t h e  c r e a t u r e
rolled  over.  Anot h e r  flash  fro m  a  si mila r  w e a po n
in t h e  h a n d s  of a no t h e r  h u n t e r  followe d.   By t hi s
ti m e,  how ever, my  bi rd  w a s  e n ti r ely u n m a n a g e a ble,
a n d  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  I le a r n e d  af t e r w a r d s  fro m  E r gi mo. 
N ei t h e r  of t h e  t wo  s ho t s  h a d  wou n d e d  t h e  c r e a t u r e ,
t hou g h  t h e  n e a r  p a s s a g e  of t h e  fir s t  h a d  for  a  m o m e n t
s t u n n e d  a n d  ove r t h ro w n  hi m.  His  r u s h  a mo n g  t h e
p a r ty dis p e r s e d  t h e m  all, b u t  e a c h  b eing  a ble  to  s e n d
for t h  fro m  his  pi ec e  a  s e con d  flas h  of ligh t nin g,
t h e  m o n s t e r  w a s  m o r t ally wo u n d e d  b efor e  t h ey fai rly
s t a r t e d  in p u r s ui t  of t h ei r  s c a r e d  bi r d s,  w hich—t h ei r
a t t e n tion  b eing  c alled  by  t h e  ro a r  of t h e  a ni m al,
by  t h e  c r a s h  a cco m p a nying  e a c h  flas h,  a n d  p ro b a bly
a bove  all by t h e  r e s tl e s s n e s s  of my  ow n  cald ec ta
in  t h ei r  mids t—h a d  flown  off to  so m e  dis t a n c e .  
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My bi r d,  floun d e ring  forw a r d s,  flung  m e  to  t h e  g ro u n d
a bo u t  t wo  h u n d r e d  ya r d s  fro m  t h e  jungle,  for t u n a t ely
a t  a  g r e a t e r  dis t a n c e  fro m  t h e  dying  b u t  no t  ye t  u t t e rly
dis a ble d  p r ey.  I t s  co m p a nion  no w  c a m e  for t h  a n d
s tood  ove r  t h e  to r t u r e d  c r e a t u r e ,  licking  it s  so r e s
till it  expi r e d .   By t hi s  ti m e  I h a d  r ecove r e d
t h e  cons cious n e s s  I h a d  los t  wi th  t h e  s hock of my  fall,
a n d  h a d  a s c e r t ain e d  t h a t  my  g u n  w a s  s afe.   I h a d
b u t  ti m e  to  p r e p a r e  a n d  level it w h e n,  le aving  it s
d e a d  co m p a nion,  t h e  b r u t e  t u r n e d  a n d  c h a r g e d  m e  al mos t
a s  r a pidly a s  a n  infu ria t e d  el e p h a n t .   I fi r e d
s eve r al  ti m e s  a n d  a s s u r e d ,  if only fro m  my skill a s
a  m a r ks m a n,  t h a t  so m e  of t h e  s ho t s  h a d  hi t  it,  w a s
s u r p ris e d  to  s e e  t h a t  a t  e a c h  it w a s  only ch eck e d
for  a  m o m e n t  a n d  t h e n  r e s u m e d  it s  c h a r g e .   I t  w a s
so  n e a r  no w  t h a t  I could  ai m  wit h  so m e  confide nc e
a t  t h e  eye;  a n d  if, a s  I s u s p ec t e d,  t h e  p r evious  s ho t s
h a d  failed  to  pi e r c e  t h e  hid e,  no  o t h e r  ai m  w a s  likely
to  av ail.  I levelled,  t h e r efo r e ,  a s  s t e a dily a s
I could  a t  it s  bl azing  eye b alls  a n d  fir e d  t h r e e  o r
fou r  s ho t s,  s t ill wi t ho u t  doing  m o r e  t h a n  a r r e s t  o r
r a t h e r  slack e n  its  ch a r g e ,  e ac h  s ho t  p rovoking  a  fea rful
ro a r  of r a g e  a n d  p ain.   I fir e d  my las t  wi thin
a bo u t  t w e n ty ya r ds,  a n d  t h e n,  b efo r e  I could  d r a w  my
s wor d,  w a s  d a s h e d  to  t h e  g ro u n d  wi th  a  viole nc e  t h a t
u t t e rly s t u n n e d  m e.   Whe n  I r e cove r e d  my s e n s e s
E r gi mo w a s  kn e eling  b e sid e  m e  po u rin g  dow n  my  t h ro a t
t h e  con t e n t s  of a  s m all p hial; a n d  a s  I lifte d  my  h e a d
a n d  looke d  a ro u n d,  I s a w  t h e  e no r mo us  c a r c a ss  fro m
u n d e r  w hich  I h a d  b e e n  d r a g g e d  lying  d e a d  al mos t  wi thin
r e a c h  of my h a n d.   On e  eye  w a s  pi e r c e d  t h ro u g h
t h e  ve ry c e n t r e ,  t h e  o th e r  s e riously inju r e d.  
Bu t  s uc h  is t h e  c r e a t u r e’s t e n a ci ty of life,
t h a t ,  t ho u g h  t h r e e  b alls  w e r e  a c t u ally in  it s  b r ain,
it  h a d  d rive n  ho m e  its  ch a r g e ,  t hou g h  fa r  too  u ncon scious
to  m a k e  m o r e  t h a n  convulsive  a n d  fee ble  u s e  of a ny
of it s  for mid a ble  w e a po ns.   Wh e n  I fell it  s tood
for  p e r h a p s  a  s econ d,  a n d  t h e n  d ro p p e d  s e n s el e s s  u po n
my  low e r  limbs,  w hich  w e r e  no t  a  lit tl e  b r ui s e d  by
its  w eigh t .   Tha t  no  bo n e  w a s  b rok e n  o r  disloc a t e d
by t h e  s hock, d e a d e n e d  t ho u g h  it  m u s t  h ave  b e e n  by
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t h e  r e p e a t e d  p a u s e s  in  t h e  k a r gyn d a’s c h a r g e
a n d  by it s  final exh a u s tion,  w a s  m o r e  t h a n  I exp ec t e d
o r  could  u n d e r s t a n d.   Before  I ro s e  to  my fee t ,
E r gi mo h a d  p e r e m p to rily insis t e d  on  t h e  a b a n do n m e n t
of t h e  fu r t h e r  excu r sion  w e  h a d  in t e n d e d,  d e cl a ring
t h a t  h e  could  no t  a n s w e r  to  his  Sove r eign,  af t e r  so
s eve r e  a  les so n,  for  my  expos u r e  to  a ny fut u r e  p e ril. 
The  Ca m p t a  h a d  s e n t  hi m  to  b rin g  m e  in to  hi s  p r e s e n c e
for  p u r pos e s  w hich  wo uld  no t  b e  fulfilled  by p ro d u cing
a  lifeles s  c a r c as s,  o r  a  m ai m e d  a n d  h elple s s  invalid;
a n d  t h e  discipline  of t h e  Cou r t  a n d  c e n t r al  Adminis t r a tion
allow e d  no  excus e  for  di sob e die nc e  to  o r d e r s  o r  failu r e
in d u ty.  My p ro t e s t  w a s  ve ry q uickly silenc e d.  
On  a t t e m p ting  to  s t a n d,  I foun d  mys elf so  s h ak e n,
to r n,  a n d  s h a t t e r e d  t h a t  I could  no t  a g ain  m o u n t  a
cald ec ta  o r  wield  a  w e a po n;  a n d  w a s  c a r ri ed
b ack  to  Askint a  on  a  so r t  of incline d  lit t e r  pl ac e d
u po n  t h e  c a r ri a g e  w hich  h a d  conveye d  ou r  boo ty.
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I w a s  m o r tified,  a s  w e  a p p ro ac h e d  t h e  pl ac e  w h e r e
ou r  vess el  lay, to  obs e rve  a  veiled  fe m ale  figu r e
on  t h e  d eck.   Eve e n a’s  q uick eye  h a d  no t e d
ou r  r e t u r n  so m e  min u t e s  b efo r e,  a n d  infe r r e d  fro m  t h e
e a rly a b a n do n m e n t  of t h e  c h a s e  so m e  s e rious  a ccide n t .  
H a p pily ou r  p a r ty w e r e  so  dis pos e d  t h a t  I h a d  ti m e
to  a s s u m e  t h e  u s u al  posi tion  b efor e  s h e  c a u g h t  sigh t
of m e .   I could  no t ,  how ever, d e c eive  h e r  by  a
d e s p e r a t e  effor t  to  w alk s t e a dily a n d  u n aid e d.  
S h e  s tood  by q uie tly a n d  c al mly w hile  t h e  s u r g eo n
of t h e  h u n t e r s  d r e s s e d  my h u r t s ,  obs e rving  ex ac tly
how  t h e  b a n d a g e s  a n d  lotions  w e r e  a p plied.   Only
w h e n  w e  w e r e  left  a lon e  did  s h e  in a ny d e g r e e  give
w ay to  a n  a gi t a tion  by  w hich  s h e  fea r e d  to  inc r e a s e
my  evid e n t  p ain  a n d  feve ris h n e s s.   I t  w a s  impos sible
to  s a tisfy h e r  t h a t  bl ack  b r uis e s  a n d  b ro a d  g a s h e s
m e a n t  no  d a n g er, a n d  wo uld  b e  h e al e d  by a  few d ays’
r e s t .   Bu t  w h e n  s h e  s a w  t h a t  I co uld  t alk a n d
s mile  a s  u s u al, s h e  w a s  u n s p a rin g  in  h e r  a t t e m p t s  to
co ax fro m  m e  a  pl e d g e  t h a t  I wo uld  n eve r  a g ain  p e ril
life  o r  limb  to  g r a tify my c u riosi ty r e g a r din g  t h e
ve ry few p u r s ui t s  in w hich,  for  t h e  high e s t  r e m u n e r a tion,
M a r ti alis t s  c a n  b e  ind uc e d  to  inc u r  t h e  p ro b a bili ty
of inju ry a n d  t h e  c h a n c e  of t h a t  d e a t h  t h ey so  a bj ec tly
d r e a d.   Sc a r c ely les s  r eluc t a n t  to  r e p e a t  t h e  scolding
s h e  fel t  so  a c u t ely t h a n  to  e m ploy t h e  m e t ho ds  of
r e b uk e  s h e  d e e m e d  les s  s eve r e ,  I h a d  no  li t tl e  difficul ty
in ev a ding  h e r  e n t r e a t ie s.   Only a  ve ry d e cid e d
r e q u e s t  to  d ro p  t h e  s u bjec t  a t  onc e  a n d  for  ever, e nfo rc e d
on  h e r  conscie nc e  by  r e min din g  h e r  t h a t  i t wo uld  b e
e nfo rc e d  no  o t h e r wis e,  a t  las t  ob t ain e d  m e  p e a c e  wi thou t
t h e  s a c rifice  of libe r ty.

CHAPTER XVI — TROUBLED WATERS.

We w e r e  now  in M a r tial  N. la ti t u d e  5 7  d e g.,  in  a  co m p a r a t ively
op e n  p a r t  of t h e  n a r ro w  s e a  w hich  e n clos e s  t h e  no r t h e r n
land-b el t ,  a n d  to  t h e  so u t h-e a s tw a r d  lay t h e  only
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c h a n n el  by w hich  t his  s e a  co m m u nic a t e s  wi th  t h e  m ain
oc e a n  of t h e  sou t h e r n  h e mis p h e r e .   Along  t his  w e
took ou r  cou r s e .   Ba t h e r  a g ains t  E r gi mo’s
a dvice,  I insis t e d  on  r e m ainin g  on  t h e  s u rf ac e ,  a s
t h e  s e a  w a s  tole r a bly c al m.   Eve e n a,  wi th  h e r  u s u al
s elf-s u p p r e s sion,  p rofe ss e d  to  p r ef e r  t h e  fr e e  air,
t h e  ligh t  of t h e  long  d ay, a n d  s uc h  a m u s e m e n t  a s  t h e
sigh t  of a n  occ asion al s e a-m o n s t e r  o r  s ho al  of fishe s
affor d e d,  to  t h e  fain t e r  ligh t  a n d  co m p a r a tive  m o no tony
of s u b m a rin e  t r avelling.   E r gi mo, w ho  h a d  in  his
ti m e  co m m a n d e d  t h e  h u n t e r s  of t h e  Arctic  S e a ,  w a s
al mos t  a s  co m ple t ely exe m p t  a s  mys elf fro m  s e a-sickn e ss;
b u t  I w a s  s u r p ris e d  to  find  t h a t  t h e  c r e w  disliked,
a n d,  h a d  t h ey ven t u r e d ,  wo uld  h ave  g r u m ble d  a t ,  t h e
c h a n g e,  b eing  so  lit tle  a cc u s to m e d  to  a ny long  s u p e rficial
voyag e  a s  to  s uffe r  like  lan ds m e n  fro m  ro u g h  w e a t h er. 
The  diffe r e n c e  b e t w e e n  s ailing  on  a n d  b elow t h e  s u rfac e
is so  g r e a t ,  bo t h  in co mfor t  a n d  in t h e  kind  of skill
a n d  knowle d g e  r e q ui r e d,  t h a t  t h e  s e a m e n  of p a s s e n g e r
a n d  of m e r c a n tile  vess els  a r e  cla s s e s  m u c h  m o r e  di s tinc t
t h a n  t hos e  of t h e  m e r c a n tile  a n d  n a tion al m a rin e  of
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E n gla n d,  o r  a ny o t h e r  m a ri tim e  Pow e r  on  E a r t h .  
I cons e n t e d  r e a dily t h a t ,  exc e p t  on  t h e  r a r e  occa sions
w h e n  t h e  h e av e ns  w e r e  visible,  t h e  s ho r t  nig h t ,  fro m
t h e  fall of t h e  eve nin g  to  t h e  dis sip a tion  of t h e
m o r nin g  mis t s ,  s ho uld  h e  p a s s e d  u n d e r  w a t er. 
I h ave  s aid  t h a t  g al e s  a r e  co m p a r a tively r a r e  a n d  t h e
tid es  insignifica n t;  b u t  t h e  n a r ro w  a n d  exc e e din gly
long  c h a n n els  of t h e  M a r tial  s e a s ,  wi th  t h e  influe nc e
of a  Sola r  m ove m e n t  fro m  no r t h  to  so u t h  m o r e  ex t e n sive
t hou g h  slow e r  t h a n  t h a t  w hich  t ak e s  pl ac e  b e t w e e n
ou r  Win te r  a n d  S u m m e r  Sols tice s,  p ro d uc e  c u r r e n t s ,
a t m os p h e ric  a n d  oc e a nic,  a n d  s u d d e n  s q u alls  t h a t  of t e n
give  ris e  to  t h a t  wo r s t  of all dis t u r b a nc e s  of t h e
s u rfac e,  know n  a s  a  “chop ping  s e a .” 
Whe n  w e  c ross e d  t h e  t ro pic a n d  c a m e  fai rly in to  t h e
c h a n n el  s e p a r a ting  t h e  w e s t e r n  coa s t  of t h e  con tin e n t
on  w hich  t h e  Ast ron a u t  h a d  land e d  fro m  t h e  e a s t e r n
s e a bo r d  of t h a t  u po n  w hos e  sou t h e r n  co a s t  I w a s  p r e s e n tly
to  dis e m b a r k,  t his  dis t u r b a nc e  w a s  eve n  wor s e  t h a n ,
exc e p t  on  p e c ulia rly dis a g r e e a ble  occ a sions,  in t h e
S t r ai t s  of Dover.  Afte r  e n d u rin g  t his  for  t wo
or  t h r e e  ho u r s ,  I obs e rve d  t h a t  Eve e n a  h a d  s tolen
fro m  h e r  s e a t  b e sid e  m e  on  t h e  d eck.   Since  w e
lef t  Askint a  h e r  s pi ri t s  h a d  b e e n  u n u s u ally va ri able.  
S h e  h a d  b e e n  so m e ti m e s  lively a n d  al mos t  exci t a ble;
m o r e  g e n e r ally q uie t ,  d e p r e s s e d,  a n d  silen t  eve n  b eyon d
h e r  won t.   S till, h e r  m a n n e r  a n d  b e a ring  w e r e  alw ays
so  e q u a ble,  g e n tle ,  a n d  docile  t h a t ,  a cc u s to m e d  to
t h e  c a p rice s  of t h e  s ex on  E a r t h,  I h a d  h a r dly no tice d
t h e  ch a n g e.   I t hou g h t ,  ho w ever, t h a t  s h e  w a s
to-d ay n e rvous  a n d  so m e w h a t  p al e; a n d  a s  s h e  did  no t
r e t u r n ,  af t e r  p e r mit ting  t h e  pilo t  to  s e ek  a  c al m e r
s t r a t u m  a t  so m e  five  fa tho m s  d e p t h,  I follow e d  Eve e n a
in to  ou r  c a bin  o r  ch a m b er.  S t a n din g  wi th  h e r
b ack  to  t h e  e n t r a n c e  a n d  wi th  a  go ble t  to  h e r  lips,
s h e  did  no t  h e a r  m e  till I h a d  a p p ro a c h e d  wi thin  a r m’s
len g t h.   S h e  t h e n  s t a r t e d  violen tly, so  a gi t a t e d
t h a t  t h e  colou r  fad e d  a t  onc e  fro m  h e r  cou n t e n a n c e,
leaving  it w hi t e  a s  in a  s woon,  t h e n  a s  s u d d e nly r e t u r ning,
flus h e d  h e r  n e ck  a n d  face,  fro m  t h e  e m e r ald  s ho uld e r
cla s ps  to  t h e  silve r  s nood,  wi th  a  pink  d e e p e r  t h a n
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t h a t  of h e r  r o b e.

“I a m  ve ry so r ry I s t a r tl ed  you,” I s aid.  
“You a r e  c e r t ainly ill, o r  you  would  no t  b e
so  e a sily u p s e t .”

I laid  my h a n d  a s  I s poke  on  h e r  sof t  t r e s s e s ,  b u t
s h e  wit h d r e w  fro m  t h e  to uc h,  sinking  do w n  a m o n g  t h e
c us hions .   Leaving  h e r  to  r e cove r  h e r  co m pos u r e ,
I took u p  t h e  h alf-e m p ty c u p  s h e  h a d  d ro p p e d  on  t h e
c e n t r al  t a bl e.   Thir s ty mys elf, I h a d  al mos t  d r ain e d
wi tho u t  t a s tin g  it, w h e n  a  lit tle  h alf-s tifled  c ry
of dis m ay c h e ck e d  m e.   The  m o m e n t  I r e m ove d  t h e
c u p  fro m  my m o u t h  I p e r c eive d  it s  flavou r—t h e
u n mis t ak a ble  t a s t e  of t h e  dravadon e  ("cou r a g e
c u p"), so  dis a g r e e a ble  to  u s  bo t h,  w hich  w e  h a d  s h a r e d
on  ou r  b rid al eve nin g.   Wet ting  wit h  on e  d ro p  t h e
t e s t-s to n e  a t t ac h e d  to  my w a tc h-ch ain,  it p r e s e n t e d
t h e  local discolo r a tion  indica ting  t h e  n a r co tic  poison
w hich  is t h e  c hi ef ing r e die n t  of t his  co m po u n d.
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“I do n’t  t hink  t his  is wis e,  c hild,”
I s aid,  t u r ning  onc e  m o r e  to  Eve e n a.   To my a m az e m e n t ,
fa r  fro m  h aving  r ecove r e d  t h e  effec t  of h e r  s u r p ris e,
s h e  w a s  ye t  m o r e  ove rco m e  t h a n  a t  fir s t;  c rouc hing
a m o n g  t h e  c us hions  wi th  h e r  h e a d  b e n t  dow n  ove r  h e r
kn e e s ,  a n d  cove rin g  h e r  fac e  wit h  h e r  h a n d s.  
Reclining  in t h e  soft  pile,  I h eld  h e r  in my a r m s,
ove rco min g  p e rfo rc e  w h a t  s e e m e d  hys t e ric al r eluc t a nc e;
b u t  w h e n  I wo uld  h av e  wi t h d r a w n  t h e  lit tle  h a n d s,
s h e  t h r e w  h e r s elf on  my kn e e,  b u rying  h e r  face  in
t h e  cus hions.

“It  is ve ry wicke d,” s h e  so b b e d;  “I
c a n no t  a sk  you  to  forgive  m e .”

“Forgive  w h a t ,  my  c hild?  Eve e n a,  you  a r e
c e r t ainly ill.  C alm  you r s elf, a n d  do n’t
t ry  to  t alk jus t  now.”

“I a m  no t  ill, I a s s u r e  you,” s h e  fal t e r e d,
r e si s ting  t h e  a r m  t h a t  so u g h t  to  r ais e  h e r ;  “bu t
...”

In  my h a n d s,  ho w ever, s h e  w a s  pow e rl e s s  a s  a n  infan t;
a n d  I wo uld  h e a r  no t hin g  till I h eld  h e r  g a t h e r e d
wi thin  my a r m  a n d  h e r  t wo  h a n d s  fas t  in my righ t .  
N o w  t h a t  I could  look in to  t h e  fac e  s h e  s t rove  to  ave r t ,
it  w a s  cle a r  t h a t  s h e  w a s  n ei th e r  hys t e ric al no r  sim ply
ill; h e r  a gi t a tion,  how eve r  u n r e a so n a ble  a n d  ex t r av a g a n t ,
w a s  r e al.

“Wh a t  t ro u ble s  you, my  ow n?   I p ro mis e  you
no t  to  s ay  on e  wor d  of r e p ro a c h;  I only w a n t  to  u n d e r s t a n d
wi th  w h a t  you so  bi t t e rly r e p ro a c h  you r s elf.”

“But  you  c a n no t  h elp  b eing  a n g ry,” s h e
u r g e d,  “if you  u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  I h ave  do n e.  
I t  is t h e  charny , w hich  I n ev e r  t a s t e d  till
t h a t  nig h t ,  a n d  n eve r  ou g h t  to  h ave  t a s t e d  a g ain.  
I know  you c a n no t  forgive  m e;  only t ak e  my fault  for
g r a n t e d ,  a n d  do n’t q u e s tion  m e.”
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The s e  incoh e r e n t  wo r d s  t h r e w  t h e  fir s t  glim ps e  of
ligh t  on  t h e  m e a ning  of h e r  dis t r e s s  a n d  p e ni t e nc e.  
I do u b t  if t h e  b e s t  wo m a n  in Ch ris t e n do m  wo uld  so
r e p ro ac h  a n d  a b a s e  h e r s elf, if convic t e d  of eve n  a
wo r s e  sin  t h a n  t h e  s ec r e t  u s e  of t hos e  s tim ula n t s  for
w hich  t h e  charny  is a  M a r tial  e q uivale n t .  
N o  M a r ti alis t  wo uld  d r e a m  of poisoning  his  blood  a n d
b e so t ting  his  b r ain  wi t h  alcohol in a ny for m. 
But  t h ei r  opia t e s  affec t  a  r a c e  a d dic t e d  to  p hysic al
r e pos e ,  to  s e n s uou s  e njoym e n t  r a t h e r  t h a n  to  s e n s u al
excit e m e n t ,  a n d  to  lucid  in t ellec t u al  con t e m pla tion,
wi th  a  s e n s e  of s e r e n e  d eligh t  a s  s u p r e m ely d elicious
to  t h ei r  t e m p e r a m e n t  a s  t h e  d r e a my illusions  of h a s c hisch
to  t h e  Turk,  t h e  fie rc e  fre nzy of b h a n g  to  t h e  M alay,
o r  t h e  wild exci t e m e n t  of b r a n dy o r  Ge n eva  to  t h e
r a c e s  of N o r t h e r n  E u rop e.   Bu t  a s  wi th  t h e  luxu ry
of in toxica tion  in E u ro p e,  so  in  M a r s  indulg e nc e  in
t h e s e  d r u g s,  fr e ely p e r mi t t e d  to  t h e  on e  s ex, is s t r ic tly
forbidd e n  by opinion  a n d  do m e s tic  r ul e  to  t h e  o th er. 
A lady discove r e d  in t h e  u s e  of charny  is a s
d e e ply di sg r a c e d  a s  a n  E u ro p e a n  m a t ro n  d e t e c t e d  in
t h e  s ec r e t  e njoym e n t  of s pi ri t s  a n d  ciga r s;  a n d  h e r
lord  a n d  m a s t e r  t ak es  c a r e  to  r e n d e r  h e r  s ufficien tly
con scious  of h e r  faul t .
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And t h e r e  w a s  so m e t hing  s t r a n g e r  h e r e  t h a n  a  viola tion
of t h e  a r tificial r e s t r ain t  of s ex.  Sligh tly
a n d  s eldo m  a s  t h e  Golde n  Circle  touc h e s  t h e  line s
d efining  p e r so n al o r  soci al m o r ali ty—c a r efully
a s  t h e  Fou n d e r  h a s  a b s t ain e d  fro m  imposing  a n  e t hical
cod e  of his  ow n,  o r  a t t a c hing  to  his  p r e c e p t s  a ny
r ule  no t  di r e c tly d e rive d  fro m  t h e  fun d a m e n t al  t e n e t s
o r  n e c e s s a ry to  t h e  coh esion  of t h e  Ord e r—h e
h a d  exp r e s s e d  in s t ro n g  t e r m s  his  d r e a d  a n d  ho r ro r
of n a r co tis m; t h e  u s e  for  ple a s u r e’s  s ak e ,  no t
to  r eli eve  p ain  o r  n e rvous  exci t e m e n t,  of d r u g s  w hich
a c t ,  a s  h e  s aid,  t h rou g h  t h e  b r ain  u po n  t h e  so ul. 
His  judg m e n t ,  exp r e s s e d  wi th  u n u s u al di r ec t n e s s  a n d
s eve ri ty a n d  e nforc e d  by exp e ri e nc e ,  h a s  b eco m e  with
his  followe r s  a  t r a di tion  no t  less  imp e r a tive  t h a n
t h e  m o s t  binding  of t h ei r  laws.   I t  w a s  so  h eld,
a bove  all, in t h a t  ho us e hold  in w hich  Eve e n a  a n d  I
h a d  fir s t  le a r n t  t h e  “lo r e  of t h e  S t a rligh t .” 
Es mo,  ind e e d,  r e g a r d e d  no t  m e r ely a s  a n  u n s ci en tific
s u p e r s ti tion,  b u t  a s  bl a s p h e m o u s  folly, t h e  r ejec tion
of a ny m e a n s  of r e s to ring  h e al t h  o r  r eli eving  p ain
w hich  P rovide nc e  h a s  plac e d  wi thin  h u m a n  r e a c h.  
Bu t  h e  a b ho r r e d  t h e  u s e  for  pl e a s u r e’s  s ak e
of poisons  affi r m e d  to  r e d uc e  t h e  a c tivi ty a n d  in t h e
long-r u n  to  imp ai r  t h e  e n e r gie s  of t h e  mi n d,  a n d  w e a k e n
t h e  m o r al  s e n s e  a n d  t h e  will, m o r e  in t e n s ely t h a n
t h e  s t ric t e s t  followe r  of t h e  Arabia n  P ro p h e t  a b ho r s
t h e  d r a u g h t s  w hich  d e p rive  m a n  of t h e  full u s e  of t h e
s e n s es ,  in t ellige nc e ,  a n d  conscie nc e  w hich  Allah  h a s
b e s tow e d,  a n d  d e g r a d e  hi m  b elow t h e  b r u t e ,  Es mo’s
c hild r e n,  m o r eover, w e r e  no t  m o r e  s t ric tly co m p elled
to  r e s p e c t  t h e  le t t e r  t h a n  c a r efully ins t r uc t e d  in
t h e  p rinciple  of eve ry  co m m a n d  for  w hic h  h e  claim e d
t h ei r  ob e dienc e.

But  in s uc h  m e a s u r e  a s  Eve e n a’s di s t r e s s  b e c a m e
int elligible,  t h e  faul t  of w hich  s h e  a cc us e d  h e r s elf
b ec a m e  inc r e dible.   I could  no t  b elieve  t h a t  s h e
could  b e  wilfully disloyal to  m e—s till le ss
t h a t  s h e  could  h ave  s u d d e nly b rok e n  t h ro u g h  t h e  fixed
ide as  of h e r  w hole  life, t h e  p rinciple s  e n g r ave d  on
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h e r  min d  by e d uc a tion  m o r e  s t r ing e n tly t h a n  t h e  m axim s
of t h e  Kora n  o r  t h e  Levitic al Law on  t h e  child r e n  of
Ish m a el  o r  of Is r a el; a n d  t hi s  w hile  t h e  imp r e s sive
ri t e s  of Ini ti a tion,  t h e  imp r e c a tion  a t  w hich  I mys elf
h a d  s h u d d e r e d,  w e r e  fr es h  in h e r  m e m o ry—t h ei r
imp r e s sion  infini t ely d e e p e n e d,  m o r eover, by t h e  a wful
mys t e ry  of t h a t  Vision  of w hich  eve n  ye t  w e  w e r e  h alf
af r aid  to  s p e a k  to  on e  a no t h er.  While  I h e si t a t e d
to  r e ply, g a t h e rin g  u p  a s  w ell a s  I could  t h e  t h r e a d
of t h e s e  t hou g h t s  a s  t h ey p a s s e d  in  a  few s econ d s
t h ro u g h  my min d,  my  left  h a n d  touc h e d  a n  objec t  hidd e n
in my b rid e’s zone.   I d r e w  ou t  a  tiny c rys t al
p hial t h r e e  p a r t s  full, t ak e n,  a s  I s aw, fro m  t h e
m e dicine-c h e s t  Es mo  h a d  c a r efully s tock e d  a n d  a s  c a r efully
fas t e n e d.   As, holding  t his, I t u r n e d  a g ain  to
h er, Eve e n a  r e p e a t e d:   “Pu nis h,  b u t  do n’t
q u e s tion  m e!”

“My ow n,” I s aid,  “you  a r e  fa r  m o r e
p u nis h e d  al r e a dy t h a n  you d e s e rve  o r  I c a n  b e a r  to
s e e .   H ow  did  you  g e t  t his?”

Rele a sing  h e r  h a n d s,  s h e  d r e w  fro m  t h e  folds  of h e r
ro b e  t h e  el ec t ric  k eys,  w hich,  by  a  s e p a r a t e  co m bin a tion,
wo uld  u nlock e a c h  of my c a s e s;—witho u t
w hich  it  w a s  impossible  to  op e n  o r  force  t h e m.
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“Yes, I r e m e m b e r ;  a n d  you  w e r e  s u r p ri s e d  t h a t
I t r u s t e d  t h e m  to  you.  And now  you  exp ec t  m e
to  b elieve  t h a t  you h av e  a b u s e d  t h a t  t r u s t ,  d ec eive d
m e,  b rok e n  a  r ul e  w hic h  in  you r  fa t h e r’s ho us e
a n d  by all ou r  Ord e r  is h eld  s a c r e d  a s  t h e  ri ng s  of
t h e  Sign e t ,  for  a  d r u g  w hich  t w elve  d ays  a go  you  dislike d
a s  m u c h  a s  I?”

“It  is t r u e .”

The  wo r d s  w e r e  s poke n  wi th  dow nc a s t  eye s,  in t h e  low
fal te ring  to n e  n a t u r al  to  a  confe ssion  of di sg r a c e .

“It  is no t  t r u e ,  Eve e n a;  o r  if t r u e  in  for m,
false  in m a t t er.  If it w e r e  pos sible  t h a t  you
could  wish  to  d ec eive  m e ,  you  kn e w  it could  no t  b e
for  long.”

“I m e a n t  to  b e  foun d  ou t,” s h e  in t e r r u p t e d ,
“only no t  ye t .”

S h e  h a d  b e t r aye d  h e r s elf, s t u n g  by wo r d s  t h a t  s e e m e d
to  exp r e s s  t h e  on e  do u b t  s h e  could  no t  n e rve  h e r s elf
to  e n d u r e—do u b t  of h e r  loyalty to  m e.  
Befor e  I could  s p e a k,  s h e  looke d  u p  h a s tily, a n d  b e g a n
to  r e t r a c t .   I s top p e d  h er.

“I s e e—w h e n  you  h a d  do n e  wit h  it. 
Bu t,  Eve e n a ,  w hy conc e al  it?  Do you  t hink  I would
no t  h ave  give n  t hi s  o r  all t h e  con t e n t s  of t h e  ch e s t
in to  you r  h a n d s,  a n d  a sk e d  no  q u e s tion?”

“Do you  m e a n  it?  Could  you  h ave  so  t r u s t e d
m e ?”

“My c hild! is it  difficul t  to  t r u s t  w h e r e  I
know t h e r e  is no  t e m p t a t ion  to  w ro n g?   Do you
t hink t h a t  to-d ay I h ave  do u b t e d  o r  s u s p e c t e d  you,
eve n  w hile  you  h ave  a cc us e d  you r s elf?  I c a n no t
g u e s s  a t  you r  m o tive,  b u t  I a m  a s  s u r e  a s  eve r  of
you r  loyalty.  Take  t h e s e  t hings,”—forcing
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b ack  u po n  h e r  t h e  p hial a n d  t h e  m a g n e t s,—“yes,
a n d  t h e  t e s t-s ton e.” ...  S h e  b u r s t  in to
p a s sion a t e  t e a r s.

“I c a n no t  e n d u r e  t his .   If I h a d  d r e a m e d
your  p a tie nc e  wo uld  h av e  bo r n e  wi th  m e  h alf so  far,
I would  n eve r  h ave  t r i e d  it  so,  eve n  for  you r  ow n
s ak e.   I m e a n t  to  b e  foun d  ou t  a n d  a cc e p t  t h e  cons e q u e nc e s
in silenc e .   Bu t  you  t r u s t  m e  so,  t h a t  I m u s t
t ell you  w h a t  I w a n t e d  to  conc e al.  Wh e n  you  ke p t
on  t h e  s u rf ac e  it  m a d e  m e  so  ill”—–

“But,  Eve e n a,  if t h e  r e m e dy b e  no t  wo r s e  t h a n
t h e  sickn e s s,  w hy no t  a s k  for  it op e nly?”

“It  w a s  no t  t h a t .   Don’t you  u n d e r s t a n d?  
Of cou r s e,  I wo uld  b e a r  a ny s uffe ring  r a t h e r  t h a n
h ave  don e  t his;  b u t  t h e n  you wo uld  h ave  foun d  m e  ou t
a t  onc e .   I w a n t e d  to  conc e al  my  s uffe ring,  no t
to  e sc a p e  it.”

“My c hild! my  c hild! how  could  you  p u t  u s  bo t h
to  all t hi s  p ain?”

“You know  you  would  no t  h av e  given  m e  t h e  d r a u g h t;
you  wo uld  h ave  left  t h e  s u rfac e  a t  onc e;  a n d  I c a n no t
b e a r  to  b e  alw ays  in t h e  w ay, alw ays  hin d e rin g  you r
ple as u r e s ,  a n d  eve n  you r  discove rie s.   You c a m e
a c ross  a  di s t a nc e  t h a t  m a k e s  a  bigg e r  wo rld  t h a n  t his
look les s  t h a n  t h a t  ligh t ,  t h ro u g h  solit ud e  a n d  d a n g e r s
a n d  ho r ro r s  I c a n no t  b e a r  to  t hink  of, to  s e e  a n d
exa min e  t his  world  of ou r s .   And t h e n  you leave
t hin gs  u n s e e n  o r  h alf-s e e n,  you  s poil you r  wo rk,  b e c a u s e
a  gi rl is s e a sick!  You r a n  g r e a t  r i sk  of d e a t h
a n d  go t  b a dly h u r t  to  s e e  w h a t  ou r  h u n ting  w a s  like,
a n d  you will no t  le t  my  h e a d  a c h e  t h a t  you  m ay find
ou t  w h a t  ou r  s e a-s to r m s  a n d  cu r r e n t s  a r e !   Ho w
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c a n  I b e a r  to  b e  s uc h  a  b u r d e n  u po n  you?  You
t r u s t  m e ,  a n d,  I b elieve,” (sh e  a d d e d,  colou ring),
“you  love  m e,  tw elvefold m o r e  t h a n  I d e s e rve;
ye t  you  t hink  m e  u n willing  o r  u n wo r t hy to  t ak e  eve r
so  s m all a n  in t e r e s t  in you r  work,  to  b e a r  a  few ho u r s’
disco mfo r t  for  it  a n d  for  you.  And ye t ,”
s h e  w e n t  on  p a s sion a t ely, “I m ay si t  t r e m bling
a n d  h e a r t-sick for  a  w hole  d ay alon e  t h a t  you  m ay
c a r ry  ou t  you r  p u r pos e.   I m ay  r e c eive  t h e  only
r e al  s ting  you r  lips  h ave  give n,  b e c a u s e  I could  no t
b e a r  t h a t  p ain  wi thou t  c rying.   And so  wi th  eve ry t hing.  
I t  is no t  t h a t  I m u s t  no t  s uffe r  p ain,  b u t  t h a t  t h e
p ain  m u s t  no t  co m e  fro m  withou t .   Your lips  wo uld
p u nis h  a  faul t  wi th  wo r d s  t h a t  s h a m e  a n d  s ting  for
a  d ay, a  s u m m er, a  ye a r;  you r  h a n d  m u s t  n eve r  inflic t
a  s ting  t h a t  m ay  s m a r t  for  t e n  min u t e s .   And it
is no t  only t h a t  you  do  t his , b u t  you  p ride  you r s elf
on  it.   Why?  I t  is no t  t h a t  you  t hink  t h e
p ain  of t h e  body so  m u c h  wo r s e  t h a n  t h a t  of t h e  s pi ri t:—you
t h a t  s mile d  a t  m e  w h e n  you  w e r e  too  b a dly b r uis e d
a n d  to r n  to  s t a n d,  ye t  could  sc a r c ely k e e p  b a ck  you r
t e a r s  jus t  now, w h e n  you  t ho u g h t  t h a t  I h a d  s uffe r e d
h alf a n  ho u r  of so r row  I did  no t  q ui t e  d e s e rve.  
Why t h e n?   Do you  t hink  t h a t  wo m e n  feel so  diffe r e n tly? 
H ave  t h e  wo m e n  of you r  E a r t h  h e a r t s  so  m u c h  h a r d e r
a n d  skins  so  m u c h  soft e r  t h a n  ou r s?”

S h e  s poke  wit h  m os t  u n u s u al  imp e t uosi ty, a n d  wi th
t h a t  a b solu t e  sim plicity a n d  sinc e ri ty w hich  m a rk e d
h e r  eve ry look a n d  wor d,  w hich  g ave  t h e m,  for  m e  a t
lea s t,  a n  u n s p e ak a ble  c h a r m,  a n d  for  all w ho  h e a r d
h e r  a  ch a r ac t e ri s tic  individu ality u nlike  t h e  s p e e c h
o r  m a n n e r  of a ny o th e r  wo m a n.   As soon  s u s p e c t
a n  infa n t  of el a bo r a t e  s a r c a s m  a s  Eve e n a  of affec t a tion,
irony, o r  conscious  p a r a dox.  N ay, w hile  h e r  voice
w a s  in my e a r s ,  I n eve r  could  feel t h a t  h e r  view s  w er e
p a r a doxic al.  The  di r ec t  s t r aigh tfo rw a r d n e s s  a n d
si m ple  s t r uc t u r e  of t h e  M a r ti al  lang u a g e  e n h a n c e d
t his  p e c ulia r  effec t  of h e r  s p e e c h;  a n d  m u c h  t h a t
s e e m s  infan tin e  in t r a n sla tion  w a s  all b u t  eloqu e n t
a s  s h e  s poke  it.  Oft e n,  a s  on  t his  occ a sion,
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I fel t  g uilty of insinc e ri ty, of a  ve r b al  fencing
u n wo r t hy of h e r  u n alloye d  good  fai th  a n d  e a r n e s t n e s s ,
a s  I e n d e avou r e d  to  p a r ry  t h r u s t s  t h a t  w e n t  to  t h e
ve ry h e a r t  of all t hos e  ins tinc tive  doc t rin e s  w hich
I could  t h e  les s  d efe n d  on  t h e  m o m e n t ,  b e c a u s e  I h a d
n eve r  b efo r e  d r e a m e d  t h a t  t h ey could  b e  do u b t e d.

“At a ny r a t e ,” I s aid  a t  las t ,  “you r
s ex  g ain  by  my h e r e sy, sinc e  t h ey  a r e  a s  r ichly gift e d
in s tinging  wor ds  a s  w e  in p hysical force .”

“So m u c h  t h e  wo r s e  for  t h e m,  s u r ely,”
s h e  a n s w e r e d  si m ply, “if i t b e  ri gh t  t h a t  m e n
s ho uld  r ule  a n d  wo m e n  ob ey?”

“Th a t  is t h e  r e c eive d  doc t rine  on  E a r t h,”
I a n s w e r e d.   “In  p r a c tice,  m e n  co m m a n d  a n d
wo m e n  di sob ey t h e m;  m e n  b ully a n d  wo m e n  lie.  Bu t
in t r u t h,  Eve e n a,  h aving  a  wife  only too  loyal a n d
too loving, I don’t  c a r e  to  c a nv as s  t h e  d e s e r t s
of o r din a ry  wo m e n  o r  t h e  di scipline  of o th e r  ho us e holds.  
I ow n  t h a t  it w a s  w ron g  to  scold  you.  Do no t  insis t
on  m a king  m e  s ay  t h a t  it  would  h av e  b e e n  a  lit tl e  les s
w ro n g  to  b e a t  you!”
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S h e  lau g h e d—h e r  low, sw e e t ,  silve ry laug h,
t h e  like  of w hich  I h ave  h a r dly h e a r d  a m o n g  E a r t hly
wo m e n,  eve n  of t h e  sim pler, m o r e  c hild-like  r a c e s
of t h e  E a s t  a n d  So u t h;  a  laug h  s till s t r a n g e r  in a
wo rld  w h e r e  childhood  is s eldo m  b righ t  a n d  wo m a n hood
m os tly s a d  a n d  fre tful.  Of t h e  ve ry few s a tisfac to ry
m e m o rie s  I bo r e  a w ay fro m  t h a t  wo rld,  t h e  s w e e t e s t
is t h e  r ecollec tion  of t h a t  lau g h,  w hich  I h e a r d  for
t h e  fir s t  ti m e  on  t h e  m o r row  of ou r  b rid als,  a n d  for
t h e  las t  ti m e  on  t h e  d ay b efo r e  w e  p a r t e d.   I
c h e ris h  it  a s  evide n c e  t h a t ,  d e s pi t e  m a ny a n d  bi t t e r
t r ou ble s,  my  b rid e’s s ho r t  m a r r i e d  life w a s  no t
w holly u n h a p py.  By t his  tim e  s h e  h a d  foun d  ou t
t h a t  w e  h a d  lef t  t h e  s u rf ac e ,  a n d  b e g a n  to  r e m o n s t r a t e .

“N ay, I h ave  s e e n  all I c a r e  to  s e e ,  my  ow n.  
I confes s  t h e  jus tice  of you r  clai m,  a s  t h e  p a r t n e r
of my life, to  b e  t h e  p a r t n e r  of i t s  p a r a m o u n t  p u r pos e.  
You a r e  m o r e  p r e cious  to  m e  t h a n  all t h e  discove rie s
of w hich  I eve r  d r e a m e d,  a n d  I will no t  for  a ny p u r pos e
w h a t soeve r  expos e  you  to  r e al  p e ril o r  s e rious  p ain.  
Bu t  h e n c efor t h  I will a sk  you  to  b e a r  disco mfor t  a n d
inconve nie nc e  w h e n  t h e  objec t  is wo r t h  it,  a n d  to
h elp  m e  w h e r eve r  you r  h elp  c a n  avail.”

“I c a n  h elp  you?”

“M uc h,  a n d  in  m a ny  w ays,  my  Eve e n a.   You
will soon  le a r n  to  u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  I wis h  to  exa min e
a n d  t h e  u s e  of t h e  ins t r u m e n t s  I e m ploy; a n d  t h e n
you  will b e  t h e  m o s t  u s eful of a s sis t a n t s,  a s  you  a r e
t h e  b e s t  a n d  m o s t  w elco m e  of co m p a nions.”

As I s pok e  a  sof t  colou r  s uffus e d  h e r  face,  a n d  h e r
eye s  b rig h t e n e d  wit h  a  joy a n d  con t e n t m e n t  s uc h  a s
no  p ro mis e  of ple a s u r e  o r  indulg e nc e  could  h ave  ins pi r e d.  
To b e  t h e  p a r t n e r  of a dve n t u r e  a n d  h a r d s hip,  t h e  d r u d g e
in toil a n d  s e n tin el in p e ril, w a s  t h e  boon  s h e  claim e d,
t h e  b e s t  g u e r do n  I could  p ro mis e.   If b u t  t h e  p ro mis e
mig h t  h ave  b e e n  b e t t e r  fulfilled!
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It  w a s  no t  till in la ti t u d e  9  d e g.   S. w e  e m e r g e d
into  t h e  op e n  oce a n,  a n d  p r e s e n tly foun d  ou r s elves
fre e  fro m  t h e  c u r r e n t s  of t h e  n a r ro w  w a t e r s ,  t h a t ,
in  o r d e r  to  s e e  t h e  r e m a rk a ble  isla n d  of w hich  I h a d
c a u g h t  sigh t  in my d e s c e n t ,  I r e q u e s t e d  E r gi mo to
r e m ain  for  so m e  ho u r s  a bove  t h e  s u rfac e.   The
islan d  ris e s  di r ec tly ou t  of t h e  s e a ,  a n d  is a b solu t ely
u n a sc e n dible.   Balloons,  ho w ever, r e n d e r  a cc e s s
pos sible,  bo t h  to  it s  s u m mit  a n d  to  i ts  c ave-pi e r c e d
sides .   I t  is t h e  ho m e  of e no r mo us  flocks  of w hi t e
bi r d s,  w hich  r e s e m ble  in for m  t h e  h e ro n  r a t h e r  t h a n
t h e  eid e r  d uck,  b u t  w hich,  like  t h e  la t t er, line  wi t h
dow n  d r a w n  fro m  t h ei r  ow n  b r e a s t s  t h e  n e s t s  w hich,
cou n t e d  by millions,  occu py eve ry  nook a n d  c r a n ny
of t h e  c rys t alline  w alls, a bo u t  t e n  miles  in ci rcu mfe r e n c e.  
E a c h  of t h e  n e s t s  is n e a rly a s  la r g e  a s  t h a t  of t h e
s to rk.   They a r e  m a d e  of a  jelly dig e s t e d  fro m
t h e  bo n e s  of t h e  fish  u po n  w hich  t h e  bi rd s  p r ey, a n d
a r e  al mos t  a s  w hi t e  in colou r  a s  t h e  bi r d s  t h e m s elves.  
F r e s hly for m e d  n e s t  dis solve d  in ho t  w a t e r  m a k e s  dis h e s
a s  m u c h  to  t h e  t a s t e  of M a r ti alis t s  a s  t h e  fa mo us  bi rd-n e s t
so u p  to  t h a t  of t h e  Chin es e .   Bot h  do w n  a n d  n e s t s ,
t h e r efo r e ,  a r e  la r g ely plu n d e r e d;  b u t  t h e  bi rd s  a r e
n eve r  inju r e d ,  a n d  c a r e  is t ak e n  in ro b bin g  t h e m  to
leave  e no u g h  of t h e  ou t e r  po r tion  of t h e  n e s t  to  cons ti t u t e
a  b e d  for  t h e  e g g s,  a n d  e n cou r a g e  t h e  c r e a t u r e s  to
r e b uild a n d  r eline  it.
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On e  h a rv es t  only is p e r mi t t e d ,  t h e  s econ d  s t ri pping
of fea t h e r s  a n d  t h e  r e b uil t  n e s t  b ein g  lef t  u n dis t u r b e d.  
The  c ave r ns  a r e  line d  wi th  a  w hi t e  g u a no,  no w  so m e
fee t  t hick, sinc e  it  h a s  c e a s e d  to  b e  so u g h t  for  m a n u r e;
t h e  M a r ti alis t s  h aving  di scove r e d  m e a n s  of s a t u r a ting
t h e  soil wi th  a m m o nia  p roc u r e d  fro m  t h e  ni t rog e n  of
t h e  a t m os p h e r e ,  w hich  wi th  t h e  s e w a g e  a n d  o th e r  si mila r
m a t e ri als  e n a ble s  t h e m  to  di sp e n s e  wi th  t his  valu a ble
bi r d  m a n u r e .   Wh e t h e r  t h e  w hi t e  colou r  of t h e  isla n d,
p e rc e p tible  eve n  in a  la r g e  Ter r e s t ri al  t el es cop e,
is in a ny d e g r e e  d u e  to  t h e  w hi t e n e ss  of t h e  bi rd s ,
t h ei r  n e s t s ,  a n d  leavings,  o r  w holly to  r eflec tion
fro m  t h e  b rig h t  s p a r-like  s u rf ac e  of t h e  rock  its elf,
a n d  e s p e ci ally of t h e  fla t  t a bl e-like  s u m mit,  I will
no t  p r e t e n d  to  s ay.

F ro m  t his  poin t  w e  h eld  ou r  co u r s e  sou t h-w e s t w a r d ,
a n d  e n t e r e d  t h e  no r t h e r n m os t  of t wo  ex t r ao r din a ry
g ulfs  of exac tly si mila r  s h a p e,  s e p a r a t e d  by  a n  is th m u s
a n d  p e nin s ula  w hic h  a s s u m e  on  a  m a p  t h e  for m  of a
gig a n tic  h a m m er.  The  s t r ai t  by  w hich  e ac h  g ulf
is e n t e r e d  is a bo u t  a  h u n d r e d  mile s  in leng t h  a n d
t e n  in  b r e a d t h.   The  g ulf it s elf, if it  s hould
no t  r a t h e r  b e  c alle d  a n  inlan d  s e a ,  occu pie s  a  to t al
a r e a  of a bo u t  1 0 0,00 0  s q u a r e  miles.   The  is th m u s,
5 0 0  miles  in leng t h  by 5 0  in b r e a d t h ,  e n d s  in a  r o u g hly
s q u a r e  p e nin s ula  of a bo u t  1 0,00 0  s q u a r e  miles  in  ext e n t ,
n e a rly t h e  w hole  of w hich  is a  pl a t e a u  2 0 0 0  fee t  a bove
t h e  s e a-level.  On  t h e  n a r ro w e s t  poin t  of t h e  is th m u s,
jus t  w h e r e  it  joins  t h e  m ai nl a n d,  a n d  w h e r e  a  s h el t e r e d
b ay r u n s  u p  fro m  ei t h e r  s e a ,  is si t u a t e d  t h e  g r e a t
ci ty of Amak a sfe,  t h e  n a t u r al  c e n t r e  of M a r ti al  life
a n d  co m m e r c e .   At t his  poin t  w e  foun d  a w ai ting
u s  t h e  b alloon  w hich  w a s  to  convey u s  to  t h e  Cou r t
of t h e  S uz e r ain.   A ve ry ligh t  b u t  s t ro n g  m e t allic
fra m e wo rk  m ain t ain e d  t h e  for m  of t h e  “fish-s h a p e d”
o r  s pindle-s h a p e d  b alloon  it self, w hich  clos ely r e s e m ble d
t h a t  of ou r  vess el, i ts  dim e n sions  b ein g  of n e c e s si ty
g r e a t er.  Att ac h e d  to  t his  fr a m e w o rk  w a s  t h e  c a r
of simila r  for m,  a bo u t  t w elve  fee t  in len g t h  a n d  six
in d e p t h,  t h e  u p p e r  t hi rd  of t h e  sides ,  how ever, b eing

322



of op e n-work, so  a s  no t  to  in t e rfe r e  wi th  t h e  s u rvey
of t h e  t r aveller.  Eve e n a  could  no t  h elp  s hive rin g
a t  t h e  sig h t  of t h e  sligh t  vehicle  a n d  t h e  e no r m o u s
m a c hin e  of t hin,  bl a d d e r-like  m a t e ri al  by  w hic h  it
w a s  to  b e  u p h eld.   S h e  e m b a rk e d,  ind e e d,  wi thou t
a  wor d,  h e r  al a r m  b e t r aying  its elf by  no  volun t a ry
sign,  u nle s s  it  w e r e  t h e  tigh t  cl a s p  of my  h a n d,  r e s e m bling
t h a t  of a  c hild  frigh t e n e d,  b u t  a s h a m e d  to  co nfe ss
its  fear.  I no tice d,  how ever, t h a t  s h e  so  a r r a n g e d
h e r  veil a s  to  cove r  h e r  ey es  w h e n  t h e  sig n al for  t h e
s t a r t  w a s  given.   S h e  w a s,  t h e r efo r e ,  w holly u n co nscious
of t h e  s u d d e n  s p ring,  u n a t t e n d e d  by t h e  sligh t e s t
jolt  o r  s h ak e,  w hic h  r ai s e d  u s  a t  onc e  5 0 0  fee t  a bove
t h e  coa s t ,  a n d  u n d e r  w hos e  influe nc e ,  to  my  eyes,  t h e
g ro u n d  a p p e a r e d  s u d d e nly to  fall fro m  u s .   Wh e n
I d r e w  ou t  t h e  folds  of h e r  veil, it  w a s  wi th  no  lit tle
a m az e m e n t  t h a t  s h e  s a w  t h e  sky a ro u n d  h er, t h e  s e a
a n d  t h e  ci ty fa r  b elow.  An a e ri al c u r r e n t  to  t h e

323



Page 184

no r t h-w e s t w a r d  a t  ou r  p r e s e n t  level, w hich  h a d  b e e n
s elec t e d  on  t h a t  a cco u n t ,  c a r ri e d  u s  a t  a  r a t e  of
so m e  t w elve  mile s  a n  ho u r;  a  r a t e  m u c h  inc r e a s e d ,
how ever, by  t h e  s ails  a t  t h e  s t e r n  of t h e  c ar, s ails
of t hin  m e t al  fixed  on  s t ron g  fr a m e s,  a n d  s t riking
wi th  a  sc r e w-like  m o tion.   Thei r  lack  of exp a n s e
w a s  co m p e n s a t e d  by  a  r a pidi ty of m o tion  s uc h  t h a t
t h ey  s e e m e d  to  t h e  eye  no t  to  m ove  a t  all, p r e s e n ting
t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  of a n  u nifo r m  disc  r eflec ting  t h e  r ays
of t h e  S u n,  w hic h  w a s  no w  al mos t  im m e dia t ely a bove
u s.   Towa r ds  eve nin g  t h e  Reside nc e  of t h e  Ca m p t a
b ec a m e  visible  on  t h e  no r t h-w e s t e r n  ho rizon.  I t
w a s  b uil t  on  a  pl a t e a u  a bo u t  4 0 0  fee t  a bove  t h e  s e a-level,
tow a r d s  w hich  t h e  g ro u n d  fro m  all sid e s  slop e d  u p
al mos t  imp e rc e p tibly.  Arou n d  it w as  a  g a r d e n
of g r e a t  ex t e n t  wi th  a  n u m b e r  of t r e e s  of eve ry so r t ,
so m e  of t h e m  m a s s e s  of t h e  d a rk es t  g r e e n ,  o t h e r s  of
b rig h t  yellow, con t r a s tin g  simila rly s h a p e d  m a s s e s
of al mos t  e q u al  size  clot h e d  fro m  b a s e  to  top  in a
con tinuo us  s h e e t  of pink,  e m e r ald,  w hi t e  o r  c ri mso n
flow e r s.   The  t u rf  p r e s e n t e d  al mos t  a s  g r e a t  a
va rie ty of colou r s,  a r r a n g e d  in. eve ry conc eiva ble
p a t t e r n ,  a bove  w hic h  ro s e  innu m e r a ble  flow e r-b e d s ,
u nifor m  o r  va ri ed,  t h e  s m alles t  p e r h a p s  t wo,  t h e  la r g e s t
m o r e  t h a n  2 0 0  fee t  in  di a m e t e r ;  e a c h  ci rcle  of bloo m
hig h e r  t h a n  t h a t  ou t side  it, t ill in  so m e  c as e s  t h e
c e n t r e  ro s e  eve n  t e n  fee t  a bove  t h e  g e n e r al  level. 
The  b uilding  its elf w a s  low, h aving  now h e r e  m o r e  t h a n
t wo  s to rie s.   On e  wing,  poin t e d  ou t  to  m e  by E r gi mo,
w a s  a p p ro p ri a t e d  to  t h e  ho u s e hold  of t h e  P rinc e;  t h e
c e n t r e  s t a n din g  ou t  in fron t  a n d  r e ar, divide d  by
a  cou r t  al mos t  a s  wide  a s  t h e  win gs;  t h e  fu r t h e r  win g
a c co m m o d a ting  t h e  a t t e n d a n t s  a n d  officials  of t h e  Cou r t .  
We land e d,  jus t  b efo r e  t h e  eve ning  mis t  b e g a n  to  g a t h er,
a t  t h e  foot  of a n  incline d  w ay of a  conc r e t e  r e s e m bling
jasp er, le a din g  u p  to  t h e  m ain  e n t r a n c e  of t h e  Palace .
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CHAPTER XVII — PRESENTED AT COURT.

Le a ding  Eve e n a  by t h e  h a n d—for  to  hold
my  a r m  af t e r  t h e  E u ro p e a n  fas hion  w a s  alw ays  a n  inconve nie nc e
a n d  fa tigu e  to  h e r—a n d  p r e c e d e d  by E r gi mo,
I w alke d  u n no tice d  to  t h e  clos e d  g a t e  of pink  c rys t al,
con t r a s ting  t h e  e m e r ald  g r e e n  of t h e  ou t e r  w alls.  
Along  t h e  fron t  of t his  c e n t r al  po r tion  of t h e  r e sid e nc e
w a s  a  s p ecie s  of ve r a n d a h,  s u p po r t e d  by  pilla r s  ove rl aid
wi th  a  b rig h t  r e d  m e t al, a n d  w ro u g h t  in t h e  for m  of
s m oo t h  t r e e  t r u nks  clos ely cla s p e d  by c r e e p e r s,  t h e
silve r  flow e r s  of t h e  la t t e r  con t r a s ting  t h e  d e n s e
gold e n  foliag e  a n d  r u by-like  s t e m s.   U n d e r  t his,
a n d  in fron t  of t h e  g a t e  it s elf, w e r e  t wo  s e n t ri e s
a r m e d  wi th  a  s p e ar, t h e  s h aft  of w hich  w a s  a bo u t  six
fee t  in len g t h ,  hollow, a n d  al mos t  a s  ligh t  a s  t h e
c a n e  o r  r e e d  h a n dle  of a n  Africa n  a s s e g ai.  The
bla d e  m o r e  r e s e m ble d  t h e  t ri a n g ula r  b ayon e t .  
Beside  e a c h,  ho w ever, w a s  t h e  t e r rible  a s p hyxia tor,
fixed  on  it s  s t a n d,  wi th  a  bo r e  a bo u t  a s  g r e a t  a s
t h a t  of a  nin e-po u n d er, b u t  inco m p a r a bly ligh t er. 
The s e  t wo  w e a po n s  mig h t  a t  on e  di sc h a r g e  h av e  a n nihila t e d
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a  h u g e  m o b  of insu r g e n t s  t h r e a t e nin g  to  s to r m  t h e  p al ac e,
w e r e  ins u r r e c tions  know n  in M a r s ,  Thes e  m e n  s alu t e d
u s  by  d rop ping  t h e  poin t s  of t h ei r  w e a po ns  a n d  inclining
t h e  h a n dle  tow a r d s  u s;  g azing  u po n  m e  wi th  s u r p ris e,
a n d  wi t h  so m e t hin g  of soldie rly a d mi r a tion  for  p hysical
s u p e rio ri ty.  The  doo r s,  wid e  e no u g h  to  a d mi t  a
doze n  M a r ti alis t s  a b r e a s t ,  p a r t e d,  a n d  w e  e n t e r e d
a  vault e d  h all w hos e  a r c h e d  roof w a s  s u p po r t e d  no t
by pilla r s  b u t  by gig a n tic  s t a t u e s ,  e a c h  p r e s e n ting
t h e  lus t r e  of a  diffe r e n t  jew el, a n d  all w ro u g h t  wi th
sing ula r  p e rfec tion  of p ropo r tion  a n d  of b e a u ty. 
H e r e  w e  w e r e  m e t  by t wo  office r s  w e a ring  t h e  s a m e
d r e s s  a s  t h e  s e n t ri e s  ou t sid e—a  dia p e r
of c ri mson  a n d  silver.  The  r a nk  of t hos e  w ho  now
r e c eived  u s ,  how ever, w a s  indica t e d  by a  silve r  r i bbon
p a s sing  ove r  t h e  left  s houlder, a n d  s u p po r ting  w h a t
I s hould  h ave  c alled  a  s t aff, s ave  t h a t  it w a s  of
m e t al  a n d  h a d  a  s h a r p  poin t,  r e n d e ring  it a l mos t  a s
for mid a ble  a  w e a po n  a s  t h e  r a pi er.  Exch a n gin g
a  wor d  o r  t wo  wi th  E r gi mo, t h e s e  g e n tl e m e n  u s h e r e d
u s  in to  a  s m all r oo m  on  t h e  righ t ,  w h e r e  r ef r e s h m e n t s
w e r e  pl ac e d  b efo r e  u s .   Eve e n a  w hisp e r e d  m e  t h a t
s h e  m u s t  no t  s h a r e  ou r  m e al  in p r e s e nc e  of t h e s e  s t r a n g e r s;
a n  in tim a tion  w hich  so m e w h a t  blu n t e d  t h e  ke e n  a p p e ti t e
I alw ays  d e rive d  fro m  a  jou r n ey t h rou g h  t h e  M a r ti al
a t m os p h e r e .   Ch e cke d  a s  it  w a s,  how ever, t h a t
a p p e ti t e  s e e m e d  a  n e w  a s to nis h m e n t  to  ou r  a t t e n d a n t s;
t h e  n e e d  of food  a m o n g  t h ei r  r a c e  b ein g  p ro po r tion a t e
to  t h ei r  infe rio r  size  a n d  s t r e n g t h .   Wh e n  w e
ros e,  I a sk e d  E r gi mo w h a t  w a s  to  b e co m e  of Eve e n a,
a s  t h e  office r s  w e r e  evide n tly w ai ting  to  con d uc t  m e
into  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of t h ei r  Sove r eign,  w h e r e  it wo uld
no t  b e  a p p ro p ri a t e  for  h e r  to  a p p e ar.  H e  r e p e a t e d
my  q u e s tion  to  t h e  p rincip al official, a n d  t h e  la t t er,
w alking  to  a  doo r  in t h e  fa r t h e r  co r n e r  of t h e  roo m,
so u n d e d  a n  el ec t ric  sign al; a  few s eco n ds  af t e r  w hic h
t h e  doo r  op e n e d,  s howing  t wo  veiled  figu r e s ,  t h e  pink
g ro u n d  of w hos e  rob e s  indica t e d  t h ei r  m a t ro n hood,
if I m ay  a p ply s uc h  a  t e r m  to  t h e  r el a tion  of hi s  h u n d r e d
t e m po r a ry wives  to  t h e  Ca m p t a .   Bu t  t his  g ro u n d
colou r  w a s  al mos t  hidd e n  in t h e  e m b roid e ry of c ri mson,
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gold,  a n d  w hi t e ,  w hic h,  a s  I soon  foun d,  w e r e  t h e
favou ri t e  colou r s  of t h e  r eig nin g  P rinc e.   To t h e s e
ladies  I r e sig n e d  Eve e n a ,  t h e  office r  s aying, a s  I
so m e w h a t  r eluc t a n tly p a r t e d  fro m  h er, “Wh a t
you  e n t r u s t  to  t h e  Ca m p t a’s  ho u s e hold  you  will
find  a g ain  in you r  ow n  w h e n  you r  a u die nc e  is over.” 
Whe t h e r  t his  avoid a nc e  of all di r e c t  m e n tion  of wo m e n
w e r e  m a t t e r  of d elicacy o r  con t e m p t  I h a r dly kn ew,
t hou g h  I h a d  obs e rve d  it on  for m e r  occ asions.

Whe n  t h e  doo r  close d,  I no tice d  t h a t  E r gi mo h a d  left
u s ,  a n d  t h e  office r s  indic a t e d  by g e s t u r e  r a t h e r  t h a n
by wor ds  t h a t  t h ey  w e r e  to  le a d  m e  im m e dia t ely in to
t h e  p r e s e n c e .   I h a d  conside r e d  wi th  so m e  c a r e
how  I w a s,  on  so  c ri tic al a n  occ a sion,  to  con d uc t  mys elf,
a n d  h a d  r e solve d  t h a t  t h e  m o s t  politic cou r s e  would
p ro b a bly b e  a n  a s s u m p tion  of cou r t eo us  b u t  a b solu t e
ind e p e n d e n c e;  to  t r e a t  t h e  Autoc r a t  of t his  pl a n e t
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m u c h  a s  a n  E n glish  e nvoy wo uld  t r e a t  a n  India n  P rinc e.  
I t  w a s  in a cco r d a nc e  wi th  t his  in t e n tion  t h a t  I h a d
a s s u m e d  a  d r e s s  so m e w h a t  m o r e  el a bo r a t e  t h a n  is u s u ally
wo r n  h e r e ,  a  w hi t e  s ui t  of a  s u bs t a nc e  r e s e m bling
velve t  in t ex t u r e ,  a n d  m oi r e  in lus t r e ,  wi th  colla r
a n d  b el t  of silver.  On  my  b r e a s t  I wo r e  my  or d e r
of [illegible], a n d  in my b el t  my  on e  c h e ris h e d  Ter r e s t ri al
pos s e ssion—t h e  s wor d,  r e p u t e d  t h e  b e s t
in  Asia,  t h a t  h a d  t wice  d rive n  its  poin t  ho m e  within
a  fing e r’s b r e a d t h  of my  life; a n d  t h a t  clove
t h e  t u r b a n  on  my b row  b u t  a  min u t e  b efo r e  it w as  s u r r e n d e r e d— jus t
in  ti m e  to  s ave  it s  g alla n t  ow n e r  a n d  his  sco r e  of
s u rviving  co m r a d e s.   In  i ts  hil t  I h a d  s e t  t h e
e m e r ald  wi th  w hich  alon e  t h e  Co m m a n d e r  of t h e  Fai thful
r e w a r d e d  my s e rvice s.   The  t u r b a n  is no t  so  u nlike
t h e  m a s c uline  h e a d-d r e s s  of M a r s  a s  to  a t t r ac t  a ny
s p ecial a t t e n tion.   Re-e n t e rin g  t h e  h all, I w a s
con d uc t e d  alon g  a  g alle ry a n d  t h ro u g h  a no t h e r  c rys t al
doo r  in to t h e  im m e dia t e  p r e s e n c e  of t h e  Autoc r a t .  
The  a u die nc e  c h a m b e r  w a s  of no  ex t r ao r din a ry  size,
p e r h a p s  on e-q u a r t e r  a s  la rg e  a s  t h e  p e ris tyle  of Es mo’s
d w elling.   Along  t h e  e m e r ald  w alls  r a n  a  s e rie s
of frieze s  w ro u g h t  in gold,  r e p r e s e n ting  va rious  sc e n e s
of p e a c e  a n d  w ar, a g ricul tu r al,  judicial, a n d  politic al;
a s  w ell a s  incide n t s  w hich,  I af t e r w a r ds  le a r n t ,  p r e s e rve d
t h e  m e m o ry of t h e  long  s t r u g gle s  w h e r ein  t h e  Co m m u nis t s
w e r e  finally ove r t h row n.   The  lowe r  h alf of t h e
roo m  w a s  e m p ty, t h e  u p p e r  w a s  occ u pie d  by a  s e mici rcle
of s e a t s  for min g  p a r t  of t h e  b uilding  it s elf a n d  di r ec tly
facing  t h e  e n t r a nc e.   Thes e  took u p  a bo u t  on e-t hi r d
of t h e  s p a c e ,  t h e  c e n t r al  floor  b eing  divide d  fro m
t h e  u p p e r  po r tion  of t h e  roo m  by a  low w all of m e t al
s u r m o u n t e d  by a r c h e s  s u p po r ting  t h e  roof a n d  h u n g
wi th  d r a p e ry, w hich  mig h t  b e  so  low e r e d  a s  to  conc e al
t h e  w hole  occu pie d  p a r t  of t h e  ch a m b er.  The  s e a t s
ros e  in five ti e r s ,  on e  a bove  t h e  o th er.  The
s e mici rcle,  ho w ever, w a s  b roke n  exac tly in t h e  mid dle,
t h a t  is, a t  t h e  poin t  fa r t h es t  fro m  t h e  e n t r a nc e ,
by  a  b ro a d  fligh t  of s t e p s ,  a t  t h e  s u m mit  of w hic h,
a n d  r ais e d  a  ve ry li t tl e  a bove  t h e  s e a t s  of t h e  hig h e s t
ti er, w a s  t h e  t h ro n e,  s u p po r t e d  by  t wo  of t h e  royal
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b r u t e s  w hos e  a t t a ck  h a d  b e e n  so  n e a rly fa t al  to  mys elf,
w ro u g h t  in silver, t h ei r  e r ec t  h e a d s  for ming  t h e  a r m s
a n d  fron t .   About  fifty p e r son s  w e r e  p r e s e n t ,  occ u pying
only t h e  s e a t s  n e a r e s t  to  t h e  t h ro n e.   On  t h e
u p p e r  ti e r  w e r e  nin e  o r  t e n  w ho  wor e  a  s c a rle t  s a s h,
a m o n g  w ho m  I r e co g nis e d  a  fac e  I h a d  no t  s e e n  sinc e
t h e  d ay of my m e m o r a ble  visi t  to  t h e  Ast ron a u t;  no t
p r e cis ely t h e  face  of a  fri en d—E n do  Za m p t a.  
Behin d  t h e  t h ron e  w e r e  r a n g e d  a  doz e n  g u a r d s,  a r m e d
wi th  t h e  s p e a r  a n d  wit h  t h e  ligh t ning  g u n  u s e d  in
h u n ting.   Tha t  a  single  M a r ti al b a t t alion  wi th
its  a p p rop ria t e  a r tille ry could  a n nihila t e  t h e  b e s t
a r my of t h e  E a r t h  I could  no t  b u t  b e  a w a r e;  ye t  t h e
fir s t  t hou g h t  t h a t  occ u r r e d  to  m e ,  a s  I looke d  on
t h e s e  for mid a bly a r m e d  b u t  dimin u tive  soldie r s ,  w a s
t h a t  a  sco r e  of my  Ara b  ho r s e m e n  wo uld  h av e  c u t  a
r e gi m e n t  of t h e m  to  piec e s.   Bu t  by t h e  ti m e  I
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h a d  r e a c h e d  t h e  foot  of t h e  s t e p s  my a t t e n tion  w a s
conc e n t r a t e d  on  a  single  figu r e  a n d  face—t h e
for m  a n d  cou n t e n a nc e  of t h e  P rinc e,  w ho  ro s e  fro m
his  t h ro n e  a s  I a p p ro a c h e d.   Thos e  w ho  r e m e m b e r
t h a t  Louis  XIV., a  p rinc e  r e p u t e d  to  h ave  pos s e ss e d
t h e  m o s t  m aje s tic  a n d  a w e-ins pi ring  p r e s e nc e  of hi s
a g e ,  w a s  a c t u ally b e n e a t h  t h e  o r din a ry  h eig h t  of F r e n c h m e n,
m ay b e  a ble  to  b elieve  m e  w h e n  I s ay  t h a t  t h e  Autoc r a t
of M a r s ,  t ho u g h  sc a r c ely five  fee t  t a ll, w a s  in ou t w a r d
a p p e a r a nc e  a n d  b e a rin g  t h e  m o s t  t r uly royal a n d  imposing
p rinc e  I h ave  eve r  s e e n.   His  s t a t u r e ,  r i sing
n e a rly t wo  inch es  ove r  t h e  t alles t  of t hos e  a ro u n d
hi m, p e r h a p s  a d d e d  to  t h e  effec t  of a  mi e n  r e m a rk a ble
for  digni ty, co m pos u r e ,  a n d  s elf-confide nc e.  
The  p r e do min a n t  a n d  m os t  im m e dia t ely obs e rva ble  exp r e ssion
of his  face  w a s  on e  of s e r e n e  c al m  a n d  co m m a n d.  
A clos e r  insp e c tion  a n d  a  long e r  exp e ri e nc e  explaine d
w hy, no t wi th s t a n ding,  my  fir s t  conc e p tion  of hi s  c h a r a c t e r
(a n d  it  w a s  a  t r u e  on e)  a s c rib e d  to  hi m  q ui t e  a s  m u c h
of fir e  a n d  s pi ri t  a s  of imp a s sive  g r a n d e ur. 
His  voice,  t ho u g h  it s  ton e  w a s  g e n tl e  a n d  al mos t  s t r ikingly
q uie t ,  h a d  in i t so m e t hin g  of t h e  ri ng  p e c ulia r  to
t hos e  w hic h  h ave  s e n t  t h e  wo r d  of co m m a n d  alon g  a
line  of b a t tl e .   I fel t  a s  I h e a r d  it  m o r e  imp r e ss e d
wi th  t h e  p e r so n al g r e a t n e s s ,  a n d  eve n  wit h  t h e  r a nk
a n d  pow er, of t h e  P rinc e  b efor e  m e,  t h a n  w h e n  I kn el t
to  kiss  t h e  h a n d  of t h e  Mos t  Ch ris ti a n  King, o r  s tood
b a r efoot e d  b efor e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  m o d e r n  s ucc e s so r  of
t h e  con q u e ro r  of S t a m bo ul.

“I a m  gla d  to  r e c eive  you,” h e  s aid.  
“It  will b e  a m o n g  t h e  m os t  m e m o r a ble  incid e n t s
of my r eig n  t h a t  I w elco m e  to  my Cou r t  t h e  fi r s t  visi to r
fro m  a no t h e r  wo rld,  or,” h e  a d d e d,  af t e r  a  s u d d e n
p a u s e ,  a n d  wi th  a n  inflec tion  of u n mis t ak a ble  irony
in hi s  ton e ,  “th e  fir s t  w ho  h a s  d e s c e n d e d  to
ou r  wo rld  fro m  a  h eigh t  to  w hich  no  b alloon  co uld
r e a c h  a n d  a t  w hich  no  b alloonis t  could  live.”

“I a m  ho no u r e d,  P rinc e,” I r e plied,  “in
t h e  no tice  of a  g r e a t e r  po t e n t a t e  t h a n  t h e  g r e a t e s t
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of my ow n  wo rld.”

The s e  co m plim e n t s  exc h a n g e d,  t h e  P rinc e  a t  onc e  p roc e e d e d
to  m o r e  p r a c tical m a t t e r s ,  a p t ly, ho w ever, co n n e c tin g
his  n ext  s e n t e n c e  wi th  t h e  for m al p h r a s e s  p r ec e din g
it.

“N eve r t h el e s s,  you  h ave  no t  s how n  exc es sive
r e s p e c t  for  my  pow e r  in  t h e  p e r so n  of on e  of my  g r e a t e s t
office r s.   If you  t r e a t e d  t h e  p rinc es  of E a r t h
a s  u nc e r e m o niously a s  t h e  Reg e n t  of Elc avoo, I c a n
u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  you foun d  it conve nie n t  to  pl ac e  you r s elf
b eyon d  t h ei r  r e a c h.”

I t ho u g h t  t h a t  t his  s p e e c h  affo rd e d  m e  a n  oppo r t u ni ty
of r e p ai ring  my offenc e  wi th  t h e  lea s t  possible  loss
of dig ni ty.

“The  p ro u d e s t  of E a r t hly p rinc es ,” I r e plied,
“would,  I t hink,  h ave  p a r do n e d  t h e  ro u g h n e s s
w hich  forgo t  t h e  d u ty of a  s u bjec t  in t h e  fir s t  obliga tions
of h u m a ni ty.  N o  Sove r eign  w ho m  I h ave  s e rve d,
b u t  would  h av e  forgiven  m e  m o r e  r e a dily for  r o u g h
wo r d s  s pok e n  a t  s uc h  a  m o m e n t,  t h a n  for  a ny d el ay
o r  slackn es s  in s aving  t h e  life  of a  wo m a n  in d a n g e r
u n d e r  hi s  ow n  eyes .   Pe r mit  m e  to  t ak e  t his  oppo r t u ni ty
of a pologizing  to  t h e  Reg e n t  in you r  p r e s e n c e ,  a n d
a s s u ring  hi m  t h a t  I w a s  influe nc e d  by no  di s r e s p e c t
to  hi m,  b u t  only by  ove r pow e ring  t e r ro r  for  a no t h er.”
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“The  lives  of a  doze n  wo m e n,” s aid  t h e
Ca m p t a,  s till wi th  t h a t  cove r t  i rony o r  s a r c a s m  in
his  to n e ,  “would  s e e m  of les s  m o m e n t  t h a n  t h r e a t s
a n d  a c t u al  violenc e  offe r e d  to  t h e  r ul e r  of ou r  la rg e s t
a n d  w e al t hie s t  do minion.  The  exc us e  w hich  E n do
Za m p t a  m u s t  a cc e p t” (with  a  sligh t  b u t  p e r c e p tible
e m p h a sis  on  t h e  imp e r a tive) “is  t h e  u t t e r  diffe r e n c e
b e t w e e n  ou r  law s  a n d  ide a s  a n d  you r  ow n.”

The  Reg e n t ,  a t  t his  s p e e c h  fro m  his  Sove r eign,  r o s e
a n d  m a d e  t h e  u s u al  g e s t u r e  of a s s e n t ,  inclining  his
h e a d  a n d  lifting  hi s  lef t  h a n d  to  his  m o u t h.  
Bu t  t h e  look on  hi s  face  a s  h e  t u r n e d  it  on  m e,  t h u s
p a r t ly conc e aling  it  fro m  t h e  c a m p t a ,  bod e d  no  good
s ho uld  I eve r  fall in to  hi s  po w er.  The  P rinc e
t h e n  d e si r e d  m e  to  give  a n  a c co u n t  of t h e  m o tives
w hich  h a d  ind uc e d  my voya g e  a n d  t h e  a dv e n t u r e s  I h a d
e ncou n t e r e d .   In  r e ply, I g ave  hi m,  a s  b ri efly
a n d  cle a rly a s  I could,  a  s u m m a ry of all t h a t  is r e co r d e d
in t h e  e a rlie r  p a r t  of t his  n a r r a tive,  c a r efully forb e a rin g
to  affo rd  a ny expla n a tion  of t h e  m a n n e r  in w hich  t h e
a p e r gic  forc e  w a s  g e n e r a t e d .   This  o mission  t h e
P rinc e  no tic e d  a t  onc e  wi th  r e m a r k a ble  q uickn e s s.

“You do  no t  c hoos e,” h e  s aid,  “ to
t ell u s  you r  s ec r e t ,  a n d  of cou r s e  i t is you r  p ro p e r ty. 
H e r e af t er, how ever, I s h all ho p e  to  p u rc h a s e  it  fro m
you.”

“P rinc e,” I a n s w e r e d,  “if on e  of
you r  s u bjec t s-foun d  hi m s elf in t h e  pow e r  of a  r a c e
c a p a ble  of con q u e ring  t his  world  a n d  d e s t roying  it s
inh a bi t a n t s,  wo uld  you  forgive  hi m  if h e  fu rnis h e d
t h e m  with  t h e  m e a n s  of r e a c hin g  you?”

“I t hink,” h e  r e plied,  “my forgiven e ss
wo uld  b e  of lit tl e  cons e q u e nc e  in t h a t  c a s e .  
Bu t  go  on  wit h  you r  s to ry.”

I finish e d  my  n a r r a tion  a m o n g  looks  of s u r p ri s e  a n d
inc r e d uli ty fro m  no  inconside r a ble  p a r t  of t h e  a u die nc e ,
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w hich, how ever, I no tice d  t h e  les s  b e c a u s e  t h e  P rinc e
hi m s elf lis t e n e d  wi t h  p rofou n d  in t e r e s t;  p u t ti ng  in
now  a n d  t h e n  a  q u e s tion  w hich  indica t e d  hi s  p e rfec t
co m p r e h e n sion  of my a c cou n t ,  of t h e  con di tions  of s uc h
a  jou r n ey a n d  of t h e  m e a n s  I h a d  e m ploye d  to  m e e t
t h e m.

“Befor e  you  w e r e  a d mit t e d,” h e  s aid,  “En do
Za m p t a  h a d  r e a d  to  u s  hi s  r e po r t  u po n  you r  vess el
a n d  h e r  m a c hin e ry, a n  a cco u n t  w hich  in  eve ry  r e s p e c t
con sis t s  wi th  a n d  s u p po r t s  t h e  t r u t h  of you r  r el a tion.  
Ind e e d,  w e r e  you r  s to ry u n t r u e ,  you h av e  r u n  a  g r e a t e r
ri sk  in t elling  it  h e r e  t h a n  in t h e  m o s t  d a ring  a dve n t u r e
I h ave  eve r  know n  o r  im a gin e d.   The  Cou r t  is di s miss e d.  
Recla mo mo r t a  will pl e a s e  m e  by r e m aining  wi th  m e  for
t h e  p r e s e n t .”

Whe n  t h e  a s s e m bly di sp e r s e d ,  I follow e d  t h ei r  Autoc r a t
a t  hi s  d e si r e  in to  hi s  p riva t e  a p a r t m e n t s ,  w h e r e ,
r e s ting  a m o n g  a  pile  of c us hions  a n d  m o tioning  m e
to  t ak e  a  pl ac e  in im m e dia t e  p roximity to  hi m s elf,
h e  con tin u e d  t h e  conve r s a tion  in a  ton e  a n d  m a n n e r
so  exac tly t h e  s a m e  a s  t h a t  h e  h a d  e m ploye d  in p u blic
a s  to  s how  t h a t  t h e  la t t e r  w a s  no t  a s s u m e d  for  p u r pos es
of m o n a rc hical s t a g e-pl ay, b u t  w a s  t h e  n a t u r al  exp r e s sion
of his  ow n  ch a r a c t e r  a s  d evelop e d  u n d e r  t h e  influe nc e
of u nlimit e d  a n d  u ncon t r a dic t e d  pow er.  H e  only
exc h a n g e d,  for  u n affec t e d  in t e r e s t  a n d  im plied  confide nc e ,
t h e  ton e  of ironic al do u b t  by  w hich  h e  h a d  r e n d e r e d
it  ou t  of t h e  q u e s tion  for  his  cou r ti e r s  to  ch a r g e
hi m  with  a  b elief in t h a t  w hich  p u blic  opinion  mig h t
p ro nou nc e  impossible,  w hile  m a kin g  it a p p a r e n t  to
m e  t h a t  h e  r e g a r d e d  t h e  bigo t ry of s c e p ticis m  with
sc a rc ely veiled  con t e m p t .
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“I wis h,” h e  s aid,  “I h a d  h alf-a-doze n
s u bjec t s  c a p a ble  of im a gining  s uc h  a n  e n t e r p ris e  a n d
h a r dy e no u g h  to  u n d e r t a k e  it.  Bu t  t hou g h  w e  all
p rofe ss  to  consid e r  knowle d g e,  a n d  e s p e ci ally scien tific
knowled g e,  t h e  on e  objec t  for  w hich  it  is wor t h  w hile
to  live,  no n e  of u s  wo uld  ri sk  his  life in s uc h  a n
a dve n t u r e  for  all t h e  r e w a r d s  t h a t  scie nc e  a n d  fa m e
could  give.”

“I t hink,  P rinc e,” I r e plied,  “th a t
I a m  in p r e s e nc e  of on e  inh a bi t a n t  of t his  pl a n e t
w ho  wo uld  h ave  d a r e d  a t  le a s t  a s  m u c h  a s  I h av e  do n e.”

“Possibly,” h e  s aid.   “Beca u s e ,
w e a ry  a s  m os t  of u s  p rofes s  to  b e  of exis t e nc e ,  t h e
w e a ri e s t  life  in t his  wo rld  is t h a t  of him  w ho  r ul es
it; living  for  eve r  u n d e r  t h e  silen t  c ri ticis m  w hich
h e  c a n no t  a n s w er, a n d  bou n d  to  d evot e  his  t im e  a n d
t hou g h t s  to  t h e  w elfa r e  of a  r a c e  w hos e  u t t e r  ex t e r min a tion
wo uld  b e ,  on  t h ei r  ow n  s howing,  t h e  g r e a t e s t  boon
h e  could  confe r  u po n  t h e m.   Ce r t ainly I wo uld  r a t h e r
b e  t h e  discove r e r  of a  wo rld  t h a n  it s  Sove r eign.”

H e  a sk e d  m e  n u m e ro us  q u e s tions  a bo u t  t h e  E a r t h,  t h e
r a c e s  t h a t  inh a bi t  it,  t h ei r  s eve r al  sys t e m s  of gove r n m e n t ,
a n d  t h ei r  r el a tions  to  on e  a no t h e r;  m a nifes ting  a
k e e n e r  in t e r e s t ,  I t ho u g h t ,  in t h e  g r e a t  w a r s  w hich
e n d e d  w hile  I w a s  ye t  a  you t h,  t h a n  in a ny o t h e r  s u bjec t .  
At las t  h e  p e r mit t e d  m e  to  t ak e  leave.   “You
a r e ,” h e  s aid,  “ th e  m os t  w elco m e  g u e s t
I eve r  h ave  o r  could  h ave  r e c eive d;  a  g u e s t  dis ting uis h e d
a bove  all o t h e r s  by a  po w e r  ind e p e n d e n t  of my  ow n.  
But  w h a t  ho nou r  I c a n  p ay to  cou r a g e  a n d  e n t e r p ris e,
w h a t  w elco m e  I c a n  give  s uc h  a  g u e s t ,  s h all no t  b e
u n wo r t hy of hi m  o r  of mys elf.  Re ti r e  now  to  t h e
ho m e  you  will find  p r e p a r e d  for  you.  I will only
a sk  you  to  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  I h av e  c hos e n  on e  n e a r  my
ow n  in o rd e r  t h a t  I m ay  s e e  you  oft e n,  a n d  lea r n  in
p riva t e  all t h a t  you  c a n  t ell m e .”

At t h e  e n t r a n c e  of t h e  a p a r t m e n t  I w a s  m e t  by  t h e
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office r  w ho  h a d  in t ro d uc e d  m e  in to  t h e  p r e s e n c e ,  a n d
con d uc t e d  a t  onc e  to  a  doo r  op e nin g  on  t h e  in t e rio r
cou r t  o r  p e ri s tyle  of t h e  c e n t r al  po r tion  of t h e  Palac e.  
This  w a s  it s elf a  g a r d e n,  b u t ,  u nlike  t hos e  of p riva t e
ho us es ,  a  g a r d e n  op e n  to  t h e  sky a n d  t r ave r s e d  by ro a d s
in lieu  of m e r e  p a t h s;  no t  s e rving,  a s  in p riva t e
d w ellings,  t h e  p u r pos e s  of a  co m m o n  living  roo m.  
H e r e  a  c a r ri a g e  a w ai t e d  u s ,  a n d  my  e sco r t  r e q u e s t e d
m e  to  m o u n t .   I h a d  so m e  misgivings  on  Eve e n a’s
a c co u n t ,  b u t  fel t  it  n e c e s s a ry to  imi t a t e  t h e  r e s e rve
a n d  affec t e d  indiffe r e nc e  on  s uc h  s u bjec t s  of t hos e
a m o n g  w ho m  I h a d  b e e n  t h ro w n,  a t  le a s t  u n til I so m e w h a t
b e t t e r  u n d e r s tood  t h ei r  w ays,  a n d  h a d  e s t a blis h e d  my
ow n  posi tion.   Trave r sing  a  vaul t e d  p a s s a g e  u n d e r n e a t h
t h e  r e a r w a r d  po r tion  of t h e  Palac e,  w e  e m e r g e d  in to
t h e  ou t e r  g a r d e n,  a n d  t h ro u g h  t his  in to  a  ro a d  ligh t e d
wi th  a  b rilliancy al mos t  e q u al  to  t h a t  of d ay. 
Ou r  jou r n ey occ u pie d  n e a rly h alf a n  ho ur, w h e n  w e
e n t e r e d  a n  e nclos u r e  a p p a r e n tly of g r e a t  size,  t h e
av e n u e  of w hich  w a s  so  wid e  t h a t ,  wi t ho u t  di s mo u n ting,
ou r  c a r ri a g e  p a s s e d  di r ec tly u p  to  t h e  doo r  of a  la r g e r
ho us e  t h a n  I h a d  ye t  s e e n.
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CHAPTER XVIII — A PRINCE’S PRESENT.

“This,” s aid  my e s co r t ,  a s  w e  dis mo u n t e d ,
“is  t h e  r e side n c e  a s sig n e d  to  you by t h e  Ca m p t a .  
Beside s  t h e  g ro u n d s  h e r e  e n clos e d,  h e  h a s  a w a r d e d
you, by  a  d e e d  w hich  will p r e s e n tly b e  pl ac e d  in you r
h a n d s,  a n  e s t a t e  of so m e  t e n  s tol tau , w hich
you  c a n  ins p ec t  a t  you r  leisu r e ,  a n d  w hich  will affo rd
you  a  r eve n u e  a s  la r g e  a s  is e njoyed  by a ny s ave  by
t h e  t w elve  Re g e n t s.   H e  h a s  e n d e avou r e d  to  a d d
to  t his  t e s ti mo ny of his  r e g a r d  by r e n d e rin g  you r
ho us e hold  a s  co m ple t e  a s  w e al t h  a n d  for e t hou g h t  could
m a k e  it.  Wh a t  m ay b e  w a n ting  to  you r  ow n  t a s t e s
a n d  h a bi t s  you  will find  no  difficul ty in a d din g.”

We now  e n t e r e d  t h a t  fi r s t  a n d  p rincipal c h a m b e r  of
t h e  m a n sion  w h e r ein  i t is c u s to m a ry to  r e c eive  all
visi to r s  a n d  t r a n s a c t  all b usin e ss .   The  h all
w a s  on e  of u n u s u al  size  a n d  m a g nifice nc e.   H e r e ,
a t  a  t a ble  no t  fa r  fro m  t h e  e n t r a n c e ,  s tood  a no t h e r
official, no t  w e a rin g  t h e  u nifo r m  of t h e  Cou r t ,  wi t h
s eve r al  doc u m e n t s  in his  h a n d.   As h e  t u r n e d  to
s alu t e  m e ,  his  fac e  wo r e  a n  exp r e s sion  of a n noya nc e
a n d  disco mfitu r e  w hich  no t  a  lit tl e  s u r p ri s e d  m e,
till, by  following  his  sidelong,  u n co mfo r t a ble  gl a nc e s,
I p e r c eive d  a  veiled  fe minine  figu r e ,  w hich  could
b e  no  o t h e r  t h a n  Eve e n a’s.  Mis r e a ding  my
s u r p ris e,  t h e  official s aid—

“It  is no  fault  of min e,  a n d  I h av e  no t  s pok e n
exc e p t  to  r e m o n s t r a t e ,  a s  fa r  a s  mig h t  b e  allow e d,
a g ain s t  so  u n u s u al  a  p roc e e din g.”

H e  m u s t  h ave  b e e n  a s tonish e d  a n d  a n noye d  inde e d  to
t ak e  s uc h  no tice  of a  s t r a n g e r’s wife; a n d,
a bove  all, to  t ak e  u po n  hi m s elf to  co m m e n t  on  h e r
con d uc t  for  good  o r  ill.  I t hou g h t  it b e s t  to
m a k e  no  r e ply, a n d  si m ply s alu t e d  hi m  in for m  a s  I
r e c eived  t h e  firs t  p a p e r  h a n d e d  to  m e,  to  w hich,  by
t h e  a b s e nc e  of a ny bl a nk  s p ac e ,  I p e r c eived  t h a t  my
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sign a t u r e  w a s  no t  r e q ui r e d .   This  w a s  ind e e d  t h e
doc u m e n t  w hich  b e s tow e d  on  m e  t h e  ho us e  a n d  e s t a t e
p r e s e n t e d  by t h e  Sove r eign.   The  n ex t  p a p e r  h a n d e d
to  m e  a p p e a r e d  to  r e s e m ble  t h e  m a r r i a g e-con t r a c t  I
h a d  al r e a dy sign e d,  s ave  t h a t  b u t  on e  bl a nk  w a s  left
t h e r ein.   U n a ble  to  d eciph e r  i t, I w a s  a bo u t  to
a sk  t h e  official to  r e a d  it  a lou d,  w h e n  Eve e n a,  w ho
h a d  s tolen  u p  to  m e  u n p e r c eived,  c a u g h t  my a r m  a n d
d r e w  m e  a  li t tl e  w ay a sid e,  indiffe r e n t  to  t h e  wo n d e ring
gla nc e s  of t h e  officials; w ho  h a d  p ro b a bly n eve r  s e e n
a  wo m a n  ven t u r e  u nc alle d  in to  t h e  p u blic a p a r t m e n t s
of h e r  h u s b a n d’s ho us e ,  s till les s  int e r pos e
in a ny m a t t e r  of b u sin e s s,  a n d  no  do u b t  t ho u g h t  t h a t
s h e  w a s  t aking  ou t r a g eo u s  a dva n t a g e  of my  igno r a nc e
a n d  inexp e ri enc e.

“I will s cold  you  p r e s e n tly, c hild,” I
s aid  q uickly a n d  low.  “Wh a t  is it?”

“Sign  a t  onc e ,” s h e  w his p e r e d ,  “a n d
a sk  no  q u e s tions.   De al wit h  m e  a s  you  will af t e r w a r d s.  
You m u s t  t ak e  w h a t  is given  you  now, wi thou t  co m m e n t
o r  objec tion,  si m ply exp r e s sing  you r  t h a nks.”

“M u s t !  Eve e n a?”

“It  is no t  s afe  to  r efu s e  o r  sligh t  gift s  fro m
s uc h  a  q u a r t er,” s h e  a n s w e r e d,  in t h e  s a m e  low
ton e.   “Trus t  m e  so  fa r;  pl e a s e  do  w h a t  I
e n t r e a t  of you  now.  I m u s t  b e a r  you r  dis ple a s u r e
if I fail to  s a tisfy you  w h e n  w e  a r e  alon e.”
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H e r  m a n n e r  w a s  so  a gi t a t e d  a n d  so  a nxious  t h a t  i t
r e c alled  to  m e  a t  onc e  t h e  a dvice  of Es mo  u po n  t h e
s a m e  poin t ,  t ho u g h  t h e  fea r s  w hic h  h a d  p ro m p t e d  so
s t r a n g e  a n  in t e rve n tion  w e r e  w holly inco m p r e h e n sible
to  m e .   I kn e w  h er, how ever, by  t his  tim e  too  w ell
to  r efus e  t h e  t r u s t  s h e  now  for  t h e  fi rs t  tim e  claim e d,
a n d  t aking  t h e  doc u m e n t s  on e  by  on e  a s  if I h a d  p e rf ec tly
u n d e r s tood  t h e m,  I w ro t e  my n a m e  in t h e  s p ac e  lef t
bl a nk  for  it, a n d  allow e d  t h e  official to  s t a m p  t h e
slips  wi tho u t  a  wo r d.   I t h e n  exp r e s s e d  b riefly
b u t  e a r n e s tly my  t h a nks  bo t h  to  t h e  Autoc r a t  a n d  to
t h e  officials  w ho  h a d  b e e n  t h e  a g e n t s  of his  kind n e s s .  
They r e ti r e d,  a n d  I looke d  ro u n d  for  Eve e n a;  b u t  a s
soon  a s  s h e  s a w  t h a t  I w a s  a bo u t  to  co m ply wi th  h e r
r e q u e s t ,  s h e  h a d  q ui t t e d  t h e  roo m.   Alone  in my
ow n  ho u s e ,  knowing  no t hing  of it s  g eo g r a p hy, h aving
no  no tion  ho w  to  s u m m o n  t h e  b r u t e  do m e s tics—if,
ind e e d,  t h e  d w elling  w e r e  fu rnish e d  wit h  t hos e  u s eful
c r e a t u r e s ,  wi tho u t  w ho m  a  M a r ti al ho us e hold  wo uld
b e  sign ally inco m ple t e—I could  only look
for  t h e  s p rin g  t h a t  op e n e d  t h e  p rincipal door. 
This  s hould  lea d  in to  t h e  g alle ry w hich,  a s  I jud g e d,
m u s t  divide  t h e  h all a n d  t h e  fron t  a p a r t m e n t s  fro m
t hos e  looking  in to  t h e  p e ris tyle.   H aving  foun d
a n d  p r e s s e d  t his  s p rin g,  t h e  doo r  op e n e d  on  a  g alle ry
long er, wid er, a n d  m o r e  el a bo r a t ely o r n a m e n t e d  t h a n
t h a t  of t h e  only M a r ti al  m a n sions  in to  w hich  I h a d
b e e n  hi th e r to  a d mit t e d.   Looking  ro u n d  in no  lit tl e
p e r pl exity, I obs e rve d  a  nic h e  in w hich  s tood  a  s t a t u e
of w hit e  r eli eve d  by a  sc a rl e t  b ackg ro u n d;  a n d  b e sid e
t his  s t a t u e ,  c rouc hin g  a n d  h alf hid d e n,  a  sligh t  pink
objec t ,  looking  a t  fir s t  like  a  b u n dle  of d r a p e ry,
b u t  w hic h  in a  m o m e n t  s p r a n g  u p,  a n d,  c a t c hing  my h a n d,
m a d e  m e  a w a r e  t h a t  Eve e n a  h a d  b e e n  w ai ting  for  m e .

“I b e g  you,” s h e  s aid  wi th  a n  e a r n e s t n e s s
I could  no t  u n d e r s t a n d,  “I b e g  you to  co m e  t hi s
w ay,” lea ding  m e  to  t h e  rig h t ,  for  I h a d  t u r n e d
ins tinc tively to  t h e  left  in e n t e r ing  t h e  g alle ry,
p e r h a p s  b e c a u s e  my roo m  in Es mo’s ho u s e  h a d
lain  in  t h a t  di r ec tion.   Re a c hing  t h e  e n d  of t h e
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g alle ry, s h e  t u r n e d  in to on e  of t h e  inn e r  a p a r t m e n t s;
a n d  a s  t h e  doo r  clos e d  b e hind  u s ,  I fel t  t h a t  s h e
w a s  sinking  to  t h e  g ro u n d,  a s  if t h e  a gi t a tion  s h e
h a d  m a nife s t e d  in t h e  h all, con t rolled  till h e r  objec t
w a s  a c co m plish e d,  h a d  no w  ove r pow e r e d  h er.  I c a u g h t
a n d  c a r ri e d  h e r  to  t h e  u s u al pil e  of c us hions  in  t h e
co r n er.  The  roo m,  a cco r din g  to  u nive r s al  c u s to m
in M a r ti al  ho u s e s  af t e r  s u n s e t ,  w a s  b rillian tly ligh t e d
by t h e  el ec t ric  la m p  in t h e  p e ris tyle,  a n d  t h ro win g
b ack  h e r  veil, I s a w  t h a t  s h e  w a s  p al e  to  g h a s tline ss
a n d  al mos t  fain ting.   In  my igno r a n c e  of my  ow n
ho us e,  I could  c all for  no  h elp,  a n d  e m ploy no  o t h e r
r e s to r a tives  t h a n  fond  wo r ds  a n d  c a r e s s e s .   U n d e r
t his  t r e a t m e n t ,  n eve r t h el e s s,  s h e  r e cove r e d  p e r h a p s
a s  q uickly a s  u n d e r  a ny w hich  t h e  facul ty mig h t  h ave
p r e s c rib e d.   S h e  w a s,  s till, how ever, m u c h  m o r e
dis t r e s s e d  t h a n  m e r e  conscious n es s  of t h e  g r av e  solecis m
s h e  h a d  co m mit t e d  could  explain.   Bu t  I h a d  no
o th e r  clue  to  h e r  t ro u ble,  a n d  could  only ho p e  t h a t
in  r e p u dia tin g  t his  s h e  wo uld  explain  it s  r e al  c a us e .
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“Co m e,  b a m bin a!” I expos t ul a t e d,  “we
u n d e r s t a n d  on e  a no t h e r  too  w ell by  t his  tim e  for  you
to  w ro n g  m e  by all t his  al a r m.   I know t h a t  you
wo uld  no t  h ave  b roke n  t h ro u g h  t h e  cus to m s  of you r  p eo ple
wi tho u t  good  r e a so n;  a n d  you  know t h a t ,  eve n  if you r
r e a son  w e r e  no t  s ufficien t ,  I s hould  no t  b e  h a r d  u po n
t h e  e r ror.”

“I a m  s u r e  you wo uld  no t ,” s h e  s aid.  
“But  t his  ti m e  you  h ave  to  conside r  o t h e r s,
a n d  you c a n no t  le t  i t b e  s u p pos e d  t h a t  you do  no t
know a  wife’s d u ty, o r  will a llow you r  a u t ho ri ty
to  b e  s e t  a t  n a u g h t  in you r  ow n  ho u s e hold.”

“Wh a t  m a t t e r?   Do you s u p pos e  I lis t e n  in
t h e  ro a d s?” [ca r e  for  gossip], I r ejoine d.  
“Hous e hold  r ul e  is a  m a t t e r  of t h e  veil, a n d
no  on e—not  ev e n  you r  a u toc r a tic  P rinc e—will
ven t u r e  to  lift  it.”

“You h av e  no t  lifte d  it you r s elf ye t ,”
s h e  a n s w e r e d.   “You will u n d e r s t a n d  m e,
w h e n  you  h ave  looke d  a t  t h e  slips  you  w e r e  a bo u t  to
m a k e  t h e m  r e a d  aloud,  h a d  I no t  in t e r r u p t e d  you.”

“Be a d  t h e m  you r s elf,” I s aid,  h a n ding
to  h e r  t h e  p a p e r s  I s till h eld,  a n d  w hich,  af t e r  h e r
in t e r posi tion,  I h a d  no t  a t t e m p t e d  to  d e cip h er. 
S h e  took t h e m,  b u t  wi th  a  visible  s h u d d e r  of r eluc t a nc e—not
s t ro n g e r  t h a n  c a m e  ove r  m e  b efor e  s h e  h a d  r e a d  t h r e e
lines  aloud.   H a d  I know n  t h ei r  p u r po r t ,  I do u b t
w h e t h e r  eve n  Eve e n a’s  p e r s u a sion  a n d  t h e  Autoc r a t’s
pow e r  tog e t h e r  could  h ave  ind uc e d  m e  to  sign  t h e m.  
They w e r e  in ve ry t r u t h  con t r ac t s  of m a r r i a g e—if
m a r r i a g e  it  c a n  b e  c alle d.   The  Sove r eig n  h a d
do n e  m e  t h e  u n u s u al, b u t  no t  w holly u n p r e c e d e n t e d,
favou r  of s elec ting  h alf a  doze n  of t h e  fai r e s t  m aid e n s
of t hos e  w ai ting  t h ei r  fa t e  in  t h e  N u r s e ri e s  of hi s
e m pi r e;  h a d  p roffe r e d  on  my b e hoof t e r m s  w hich  s a tisfied
t h ei r  a m bi tion,  g r a tified  t h ei r  va ni ty, a n d  would
h ave  ind uc e d  t h e m  to  a cc e p t  a ny s ui to r  so  r eco m m e n d e d,
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witho u t  t h e  insignifica n t  for m ali ty of a  p e r so n al
cou r t s hip.   I t  h a d  s e e m e d  to  hi m  only a  g r a cious
a t t e n tion  to  co m ple t e  my ho us e hold; a n d  h e  h a d  fu rnis h e d
m e  wit h  a  b evy of wives,  a s  I p r e s e n tly foun d  h e  h a d
s elec t e d  a  co m ple t e  s e t  of t h e  m o s t  in t ellige n t  a mlau,
carv e e ,  a n d  t yr e e  w hich  h e  co uld  p roc u r e .  
Withou t  ei t h e r  t h e  on e  o r  t h e  o t h er, t h e  d w elling
h e  h a d  given  m e  wo uld  h av e  s e e m e d  e q u ally e m p ty o r
inco m ple t e.

This  m a rk  of r oyal favou r  a s to u n d e d  a n d  dis m aye d  m e
m o r e  t h a n  Eve e n a  h e r s elf.  If s h e  h a d  e n t e r t ain e d
t h e  wis h,  s h e  wo uld  h a r dly h av e  a ck nowled g e d  to  h e r s elf
t h e  ho p e,  t h a t  s h e  mig h t  r e m ain  p e r m a n e n tly t h e  sole
p a r t n e r  of my  ho m e.   Bu t  so  s u d d e n,  s p e e dy, a n d
w holes al e  a n  in t r u sion  t h e r eo n  s h e  c e r t ainly h a d  no t
exp ec t e d .   Eve n  in M a r s ,  a  fi r s t  b rid e  g e n e r ally
e njoys  for  so m e  ti m e  a  m o nopoly of h e r  h u s b a n d’s
socie ty, if s h e  c a n no t  b e  s aid  to  e nc h ain  hi s  affec tion.  
I t  w a s  h a r d,  ind e e d,  b efo r e  t h e  t hi r ti e t h  d ay af t e r
h e r  m a r ri a g e ,  to  find  h e r s elf b u t  on e  in  a  n u m e ro u s
fa mily—t h e  h a r d e r  t h a t  ou r  u nion  h a d  fro m
t h e  fir s t  b e e n  clos e,  in tim a t e ,  u n r e s t r ain e dly confide n ti al,
a s  it c a n  h a r dly b e  w h e r e  n ei th e r  exp ec t s  t h a t  t h e
tie  c a n  r e m ain  exclusive; a n d  b ec a u s e  s h e  h a d  lea r n e d
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to  r e alise  a n d  r e s t  u po n  s uc h  love  a s  b elongs  to  a
life  in w hich  wo m a n,  n eve r  affec ting  t h e  ind e p e n d e n c e
of coe q u al  p a r t n e r s hip,  h a s  n eve r  ye t  s u nk  by r e a c tion
in to  a  m e r e  slave  a n d  toy.  I t  w a s  h a r d ,  c r u elly
h a r d,  on  on e  w ho  h a d  give n  in t h e  fir s t  ho u r  of m a r r i a g e ,
a n d  n ev e r  failed  to  give,  a  love  w hos e  d evo tion  h a d
no  limit, no  r e s e rve  o r  q u alifica tion;  a  s u b mission
t h a t  w a s  less  s elf-s ac rifice  o r  s elf-s u p p r e s sion  t h a n
t h e  a b s olu t e  s u r r e n d e r  of s elf—of will,
feeling,  a n d  s elf-in t e r e s t—to  t h e  jud g m e n t
a n d  pl e a s u r e  of hi m  s h e  loved:  h a r d  on  h e r  w ho
h a d  n ei t h e r  t ho u g h t  no r  c a r e  for  h e r s elf a s  a p a r t
fro m  m e.

Whe n  I u n d e r s tood  to  w h a t  I h a d  a c t u ally co m mit t e d
mys elf, I s n a t c h e d  t h e  p a p e r s  fro m  h er, a n d  mi g h t
h ave  to r n  t h e m  to  pi ec es  b u t  for  t h e  g e n tle  r e s t r aining
h a n d  s h e  laid  u po n  min e.

“You c a n no t  h elp  it,” s h e  s aid,  t h e  t e a r s
falling  fro m  h e r  ey es,  b u t  wi th  a  s elf-co m m a n d  of
w hich  I could  no t  h ave  s u p pos e d  h e r  c a p a ble.  
“It  s e e m s  h a r d  on  m e;  b u t  it  is b e t t e r  so.  
I t  is no t  t h a t  you  a r e  no t  con t e n t  wi th  m e ,  no t  t h a t
you  love  m e  les s.   I c a n  b e a r  it  b e t t e r  w h e n  it
co m e s  fro m  a  s t r a n g er, a n d  is forc e d  u po n  you wi thou t ,
a n d  eve n,  I t hink,  a g ain s t  you r  will.”

The  p r e s s u r e  of t h e  a r m  t h a t  cla s p e d  h e r  w ais t ,  a n d
t h e  h a n d  t h a t  h eld  h e r  ow n,  w as  a  s ufficien t  a n s w e r
to  a ny do u b t  t h a t  mig h t  b e  implied  in h e r  las t  wo r ds;
a n d,  lifting  h e r  ey es  to  mi n e,  s h e  s aid—

“I s h all a lw ays  r e m e m b e r  t his .  I s h all
alw ays  t hink  t h a t  you  w e r e  so r ry no t  to  h ave  a t  le a s t
a  li t tl e  w hile  long e r  alon e  wi th  m e .   I t  is s elfish
to  feel gl a d  t h a t  you  a r e  p ain e d;  b u t  you r  sym p a t hy,
you r  s h a rin g  my ow n  feeling,  co mfor t s  m e  a s  I n eve r
could  h ave  b e e n  co mfor t e d  w h e n,  a s  m u s t  h av e  h a p p e n e d
soon e r  o r  la t er, you  h a d  foun d  for  you r s elf a no t h e r
co m p a nion.”
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“Child,  do  you  m e a n  to  s ay  t h e r e  is ‘no
po r t al  to  t his  p a s s a g e;’ a n d  t h a t ,  ho w eve r  m u c h
a g ain s t  my  will, I a m  bou n d  to  wo m e n  I h ave  n ev e r
s e e n,  a n d  n eve r  wis h  to  s e e?”

“You h av e  sign e d,” r e plied  Eve e n a  g e n tly. 
“The  con t r a c t s  a r e  s t a m p e d,  a n d  a r e  in t h e  official’s
h a n d s;  a n d  you  could  no t  a t t e m p t  to  b r e ak  t h e m  withou t
giving  m o r t al  offenc e  to  t h e  P rinc e,  w ho  h a s  in t e n d e d
you  a  sign al  favour.  Besid es ,  t h e s e  gi rls  t h e m s elves
h ave  don e  no  w ro n g,  a n d  d e s e rve  no  affron t  o r  u nkind n e s s
fro m  you.”

I w a s  silen t  for  so m e  min u t e s;  a t  fir s t  sim ply a s tou n d e d
a t  t h e  c al m  m a g n a ni mity w hich  w a s  mi ngle d  wi th  h e r
p e rfec t  sim plici ty, t h e n ,  pon d e ring  t h e  pos sibili tie s
of t h e  si t u a tion—

“Ca n  w e  no t  e sc a p e?” I s aid  a t  las t ,  r a t h e r
to  mys elf t h a n  to  h er.

“Esc a p e!” s h e  r e p e a t e d  wi t h  s u r p ris e.  
“And fro m  w h a t?   The  favou r  s ho w n  you  by
ou r  Sove r eig n,  t h e  w e al th  h e  h a s  b e s tow e d,  t h e  p e r so n al
in t e r e s t  h e  h a s  t ak e n  in p e rfec ting  eve ry d e t ail of
on e  of t h e  m o s t  s pl e n did  ho m e s  eve r  give n  s ave  to
a  p rinc e—eve ry incide n t  of you r  posi tion—m a k e
you  t h e  m o s t  e nvied  m a n  in t hi s  wo rld; a n d  you  would
e sc a p e  fro m  t h e m?”

Gazing  for  a  few m o m e n t s  in  my face,  s h e  a d d e d—
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“Thes e  m aid e n s  w e r e  c hos e n  a s  t h e  lovelies t
in  all t h e  N u r s e rie s  of t wo  con tine n t s ;  eve ry  on e
of t h e m  fa r  m o r e  b e a u tiful t h a n  I c a n  b e,  eve n  in
you r  eye s.   P r ay  do  no t ,  for  my  s ak e,  b e  u nkind
to  t h e m  o r  t ry  to  dislike  t h e m.   Wh a t  is it  you
wo uld  e s c a p e?”

“Being  false  to  you,” I a n s w e r e d,  “if
no t hing  els e.”

“Fals e!” s h e  e c ho e d,  in  u n affec t e d  wo n d er. 
“Wh a t  did  you  p ro mis e  m e?”

Again  I w a s  sile nc e d  by t h e  loyal si m plici ty wi t h
w hich  s h e  follow e d  ou t  ide a s  so  s t r a n g e  to  m e  t h a t
t h ei r  cons e q u e nc e s,  how eve r  logical, I could  n eve r
a n ticip a t e;  a n d  co uld  h a r dly a d mi t  to  b e  sou n d,  eve n
w h e n  so  di r ec tly a n d  dis tinc tly d e d u c e d  a s  no w  fro m
t h e  in tole r a ble  consis t e ncy of t h e  p r e mis es .

“But,” I a n s w e r e d  a t  las t ,  “how
m u c h  did  you  p ro mis e,  Eve e n a?  a n d  how  m u c h
m o r e  h ave  you  give n?”

“Not hing,” s h e  r e plied,  “th a t  I
did  no t  ow e.   You wo n  you r  rig h t  to  all t h e  love
I could  give  b efor e  you  a sk e d  for  it,  a n d  sinc e.”

“We ‘drive  alon g  op posi t e  line s,’
M a do n n a;  b u t  w e  would  bo t h  give  a n d  r isk  m u c h  to  avoid
w h a t  is b efo r e  u s .   Le t  m e  a s k  you r  fa t h e r  w h e t h e r
it  b e  no t  ye t  pos sible  to  r e t u r n  to  my vess el, a n d
leave  a  wo rld  so  u nco n g e nial to  bo t h  of u s .”

“You c a n no t!” s h e  a n s w e r e d.   “Try
to  e sc a p e—you ins ul t  t h e  P rinc e;  you  p u t
you r s elf a n d  m e,  for  w ho m  you  fea r  m o r e ,  in t h e  po w e r
of a  m align a n t  e n e my.  You c a n no t  g uid e  a  b alloon
o r  a  vess el, if you  could  g e t  poss e ssion  of on e;  a n d
wi thin  a  few ho u r s  af t e r  you r  d e p a r t u r e  w a s  know n,
eve ry ro a d  a n d  eve ry po r t  wo uld  b e  clos e d  to  you.”

344



“Ca n  I no t  s e n d  to  you r  fa th e r?” I s aid.

“P rob a bly,” s h e  r e plied.   “I
t hink  w e  s h all find  a  t ele g r a p h  in you r  office,  if
you  will a llow m e  to  e n t e r  t h e r e ,  now  t h e r e  is no  on e
to  s e e;  a n d  it  m u s t  b e  m o r ning  in Ec a sfe.”

Fa milia r  wi t h  t h e  cons t r uc tion  a n d  a r r a n g e m e n t  of
a  M a r ti al ho u s e ,  Eve e n a  im m e dia t ely c ros s e d  t h e  g alle ry
to  w h a t  s h e  c alled  t h e  office—t h e  fron t
roo m  on  t h e  righ t ,  w h e r e  t h e  h e a d  of t h e  ho us e  c a r ri e s
on  his  wo rk  o r  s t u dy.  H e r e ,  a bove  a  d e sk  a t t ac h e d
to  t h e  w all, w a s  on e  of t hos e  ins t r u m e n t s  w hos e  m a nipula tion
w a s  sim ple  e no u g h  for  a  novice  like  mys elf.

“But,” I s aid,  “I c a n no t  w ri t e  you r
s tylic c h a r a c t e r s;  a n d  if I u s e d  t h e  p ho nic  le t t e r s,
a  m e s s a g e  fro m  m e  wo uld  b e  ve ry likely to  exci t e  t h e
c u riosi ty of officials  w ho  would  c a r e  a bo u t  no  o t h er.”

“M ay I,” s h e  s u g g e s t e d ,  “wri t e  you r
m e s s a g e  for  you, a n d  p u t  you r  p u r po r t  in wo r ds  t h a t
will b e  u n d e r s tood  by my fa th e r  alon e?”

“Do,” I r ejoine d,  “bu t  do  it  in
my  n a m e,  a n d  I will sign  it.”

U n d e r  h e r  di r ec tion,  I took t h e  s tylus  o r  p e n cil a n d
t h e  slip  of tafroo  s h e  offe r e d  m e,  a n d  w ro t e
my  n a m e  a t  t h e  h e a d.   Afte r  elici ting  t h e  ex ac t
p u r po r t  of t h e  m e s s a g e  I d e si r e d  to  s e n d,  a n d  m e di t a ting
for  so m e  m o m e n t s,  s h e  w ro t e  a n d  r e a d  ou t  to  m e  wo r d s
lit e r ally t r a n sla t e d  a s  follows:—

“The  rich  avia ry my flowe r-bi rd  t hou g h t  ove r
full.  I wo uld  b r e a t h e  ho m e  [ai r].   H e al t h-s p e ak.” 
The  s e n s e  of w hich,  a s  I could  al r e a dy u n d e r s t a n d,
w a s—
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“A s ple n did  m a n sion  h a s  b e e n  give n  u s ,  b u t  my
flow e r-bi rd  h a s  foun d  it too  full.  I wish  for
my  n a t ive  air.  P r e s c ribe .”

The  b r evity of t h e  m e s s a g e  w a s  ve ry ch a r ac t e ris tic
of t h e  lan g u a g e.   E q u ally c h a r a c t e ri s tic  of t h e
s tylog r a p hy w a s  t h e  fac t  t h a t  t h e  wor ds  occ u pie d  a bo u t
a n  inch  b eyon d  t h e  a d d r e s s.   Following  h e r  p e n cil
a s  s h e  poin t e d  to  t h e  ciph e r s,  I s aid—

“Is no t  as ny  care  a  false  conco r d?  
And w hy h ave  you u s e d  t h e  p a s t  t e n s e?”

This  ill-tim e d  p e d a n t ry, a p plying  to  M a r ti al  g r a m m a r
t h e  r ul e s  of t h a t  wit h  w hic h  my boyhood  h a d  b e e n  p ainfully
fa milia ris e d,  p rovoke d,  a mid  all ou r  t rou ble,  Eve e n a’s
low silve r-ton e d  lau g h.

“I m e a n t  it,” s h e  a n s w e r e d.   “My
fa th e r  will look a t  his  p u pil’s w ri ting  wi th
bo t h  eyes .”

“Well, you  a r e  ou t  of r e a c h  eve n  of t h e  leveloo.”

S h e  lau g h e d  a g ain.

“Asnyca-r e ,” s h e  s aid; t h e  c h a n g e d  a cc e n t u a tion
t u r ning  t h e  for m e r  wo r ds  in to  t h e  w ell-r e m e m b e r e d
n a m e  of my lan din g-plac e,  wit h  t h e  in t e r rog a tive  syllabl e
a n n ex e d.

This  m e s s a g e  d e s p a tc h e d,  w e  could  only a w ai t  t h e  r e ply. 
N e s tling  a m o n g  t h e  c us hions  a t  my  kn e e,  h e r  h e a d  r e s ting
on  my  b r e a s t ,  Eve e n a  s aid—

“And now, forgive  my p r e s u m p tion  in cou ns elling
you, a n d  my r e minding  you  of w h a t  is p ainful to  bo t h.  
Bu t  w h a t  to  u s  is a s  t h e  cou r s e  of t h e  clock, is s t r a n g e
a s  t h e  s t a r s  to  you.  You m u s t  s e e— t h e m ,
a n d  m u s t  o r d e r  all ho us e hold  a r r a n g e m e n t s;  a n d”
(gla ncing  a t  a  di al fixed  in t h e  w all) “ th e
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black  is d riving  dow n  t h e  g r e e n.”

“So m u c h  t h e  b e t t er,” I s aid.   “I
s h all h ave  les s  t im e  to  s p e a k  to  t h e m,  a n d  les s  c h a n c e
of s p e a king  o r  looking  my mi n d.   And a s  to  a r r a n g e m e n t s ,
t hos e,  of cou r s e ,  you  m u s t  m a k e.”

“I! forgive  m e ,” s h e  a n s w e r e d,  “th a t
is impossible.   I t  is for  you  to  a s sign  to  e a c h
of u s  h e r  p a r t  in t h e  ho us e hold,  h e r  ch a m b er, h e r  r a nk
a n d  d u tie s.   You forg e t  t h a t  I hold  exac tly t h e
s a m e  posi tion  wi th  t h e  youn g e s t  a m o n g  t h e m,  a n d  c a n no t
p r e s u m e  eve n  to  s u g g e s t ,  m u c h  les s  to  di r ec t .”

I w a s  silen t ,  a n d  af t e r  a  p a u s e  s h e  w e n t  on—

“It  is no t  for  m e  to  a dvise  you; b u t”—

“Sp e a k  you r  t ho u g h t ,  no w  a n d  alw ays,  Eve e n a.  
Eve n  if I did  no t  s t a n d  in so  m u c h  n e e d  of you r  g uid a nc e
in a  n e w  world,  I n eve r  ye t  r efus e d  to  h e a r  cou n s el;
a n d  it  is a  wife’s r i gh t  to  offe r  it.”

“Is it?  We a r e  no t  so  t a u g h t ,” s h e
a n s w e r e d.   “I a m  af r aid  you  h av e  ro u g h e r
g ro u n d  to  s t e e r  ove r  t h a n  you  a r e  a w a r e .   Alone
wi th  you, I ho p e  I s ho uld  h ave  don e  n ay b e s t ,  r e m e m b e ring
t h e  lesso n  of t h e  leveloo, n eve r  to  give  you  t h e  p ain
of t e a c hing  a  diffe r e n t  on e .   Bu t  w e  s h all no
long e r  b e  alon e;  a n d  you  c a n no t  ho p e  to  m a n a g e  s eve n
a s  you  mig h t  m a n a g e  on e.   Mor eover, t h e s e  gi rls
h ave  n ei t h e r  h a d  t h a t  fir s t  exp e ri e nc e  of you r  n a t u r e
w hich  m a d e  t h a t  les son  so  imp r e s sive  to  m e ,  no r  t h e
kindly a n d  g e n tl e  t r aining,  u n d e r  a  m o t h e r’s
c a r e  a n d  a  fa th e r’s mild  a u t ho ri ty, t h a t  I h a d
e njoyed.   They wo uld  no t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  con t rol
t h a t  is no t  e nfo rc e d.   They will ob ey w h e n  t h ey
m u s t;  a n d  will feel t h a t  t h ey  m u s t  ob ey w h e n  t h ey
c a n no t  d e c eive,  a n d  d a r e  no t  r e b el.  Do no t  t hink
h a r dly of t h e m  for  t his.   They h ave  know n  no  life
b u t  t h a t  of t h e  s t ric t  clockwo rk  ro u tin e  of a  g r e a t
N u r s e ry, w h e r e  no  p e r son al affec tion  a n d  no  r ul e  b u t
t h a t  of forc e  is pos sible.”
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“I u n d e r s t a n d,  M a do n n a.   Your P rinc e’s
gift  p u t s  a  m a n  in ch a r g e  of you n g  ladie s,  hi th e r to
b ro u g h t  u p  a mo n g  wo m e n  only, a n d,  of cou r s e ,  p e t ty,
p e t ul a n t ,  frivolous,  a s  wo m e n  left  to  t h e m s elves  eve r
a r e!   I wis h  you  could  s e e  t h e  ridiculous  side
of t h e  m a t t e r  w hich  occu r s  to  m e ,  a s  I s e e  t h e  p ainful
a s p e c t  w hic h  alon e  is plain  to  you.  I c a n  sc a r c ely
h elp  lau g hing  a t  t h e  c h a nc e  w hich  h a s  a s sign e d  to  m e
t h e  d aily p e r son al m a n a g e m e n t  of h alf-a-doze n  sc hool-gi rls;
a n d  sc hool-gi rls  w ho  m u s t  also  b e  wives!   I do n’t
t hink  you  n e e d  fea r  t h a t  I s h all d e al  wi t h  t h e m  a s
wi th  you:  a s  a  m a n  of s e n s e  a n d  feeling  m u s t
d e al  wit h  a  wo m a n  w hos e  ow n  ins tinc t s,  affec tion,  a n d
judg m e n t  a r e  s ufficie n t  for  h e r  g uid a nc e.   I n eve r
s a w  m u c h  of gi rls  o r  c hild r e n.   I r e m e m b e r  no
ho m e  b u t  t h e  West e r n  sc hool a n d  t h e  Ori en t al c a m p.  
I n ever, a s  soldie r  o r  e nvoy, w a s  a c q u ain t e d  wi th
o th e r  m e n’s ho m e s.   While  s till b e a r dl e s s,
I h ave  r ul e d  b e a r d e d  soldie r s  by  a  discipline  w hos e
s a n c tions  w e r e  t h e  d e a t h-s ho t  a n d  t h e  b a s tin a do; a n d
w h e n  I left  t h e  c a m p  a n d  cou r t ,  it  w a s  for  colleg e s
w h e r e  a  b e a r dl e s s  face  is n eve r  s e e n.   I m u s t
look to  you  to  t e a c h  m e  how  discipline  m ay b e  soft e n e d
to  s ui t  fe minine  softn e s s,  a n d  w h a t  milde r  s a nc tion
m ay r e plac e  t h e  noos e  a n d  t h e  s tick  of t h e  f eras h ”
(Pe r sia n  exec u tion e r).

“I c a n no t  b elieve,” Eve e n a  a n s w e r e d,  t aking
m e,  a s  u s u al, to  t h e  le t t er, “th a t  you  will
eve r  d r a w  t h e  zon e  too  tigh t .   We s ay t h a t  ‘ana rc hy
is t h e  wor s t  ty r a n ny.’  Laxity w hich  leaves
u s  to  q u a r r el  a n d  to r m e n t  e a c h  o th er, t e n d e r n e s s  w hich
e ncou r a g e s  di so r d e r  a n d  di sob e die nc e  till t h ey m u s t
b e  p u t  do w n  p e rfo rc e,  is ul tim a t e  u nkind n e s s.  
I will no t  t ell you  t h a t  s uc h  ind ulg e nc e  will give
you  e n dle s s  t ro u ble,  win  you  n ei th e r  love  no r  r e s p ec t ,
a n d  p rob a bly t e ac h  it s  objec t s  to  laug h  a t  you  u n d e r
t h e  veil.  You will c a r e  m o r e  for  t his—t h a t
you  wo uld  find  you r s elf forc e d  a t  las t  to  c h a n g e  ’velve t
h a n d  for  lea t h e r n  b a n d.’  Believe  m e ,  my—ou r
co mfo r t  a n d  h a p pin e s s  m u s t  d e p e n d  on  you r  g r a s pin g
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t h e  h el m  a t  onc e  a n d  fir mly; r uling  u s,  a n d  r uling
wi th  a  s t ro n g  h a n d.   Oth e r wis e  you r  ho m e  will r e s e m ble
t h e  m o s t  mis e r a ble  of all s c e n e s  of disco mfo r t—a n
u n gove r n e d  sc hool; a n d  t h e  m os t  s eve r e  a n d  a r bi t r a ry
ho us e hold  r ul e  is b e t t e r  by fa r  t h a n  t h a t .   And—forgive
m e  onc e  m o r e—b u t  do  no t  s p e ak  a s  if you
wo uld  d e al  on e  m e a s u r e  wi th  t h e  left  h a n d  a n d  a no t h e r
wi th  t h e  rig h t .   S u r ely you  do  no t  so  mis u n d e r s t a n d
m e  a s  to  t hink  I cou n s elled  you  to  t r e a t  mys elf diffe r e n tly
fro m  o th e r s?   ‘Jus t  r ul e  only c a n  b e  g e n tl e.’ 
If you  s how  favou ri ti s m  a t  fir s t ,  you  will find  you r s elf
d rive n  s t e p  by  s t e p  to  do  w h a t  you  will feel to  b e
c r u el; w h a t  will p ain  you r s elf p e r h a p s  m o r e  t h a n  a ny
on e  els e.   You m ay  m a k e  e nvy a n d  di slike  bi t e  (hold)
t h ei r  ton g u e s ,  b u t  you  c a n no t  p r eve n t  t h ei r  s tingin g
u n d e r  t h e  veil.  The r efo r e,  onc e  m o r e ,  you  c a n no t
le t  my  in t e rfe r e nc e  p a s s  a s  if no n e  b u t  you  kn e w  of
it.”

“M a don n a,  if I a m  to  r ul e  s uc h  a  ho u s e hold,
I will r ul e  a s  a b solu t ely a s  you r  a u toc r a tic  P rinc e .  
I will tole r a t e  no  c ri ticis m  a n d  no  q u e s tions.”
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“You s u r ely forg e t ,” s h e  u r g e d,  “th a t
t h ey  know  my  offenc e,  a n d  do  no t  know—m u s t
no t  know—w h a t  in you r  jud g m e n t  exc us e s  it.  
Le t  t h e m  onc e  le a r n  t h a t  it  is possible  so  to  forc e
t h e  s p rin gs  [bolt s] wi t ho u t  a  s ting,  it  will t ak e
a  s al t-foun t ain  [of t e a r s]  to  blo t  t h e  lesso n  fro m
t h ei r  m e m o ry.”

“Wh a t  wo uld  you  h ave,  Eve e n a?   Am I to  d e al
u njus tly t h a t  I m ay  s e e m  jus t?   Tha t  cou r s e  s t e e r s
s t r aig h t  to  di s a s t er.  And, h a d  you  b e e n  in faul t ,
could,  I h u m ble  you  in o th e r  eye s?”

“If I feel h u r t  by a ny m a r k  of you r  di sple a s u r e ,
o r  h u m bled  t h a t  it  s ho uld  b e  know n  to  my e q u als  in
you r  ow n  ho u s e hold,” s h e  r e plied,  “it
is ti m e  I w e r e  d e p rived  of t h e  p rivileg e s  t h a t  h ave
r e n d e r e d  m e  so  ove r w e e ning.”

My a n s w e r  w a s  in t e r c e p t e d  by t h e  sou n d  of a n  elec t ric
b ell o r  minia t u r e  go n g,  a n d  a  slip  of t af roo  fell
u po n  t h e  d e sk.   The  firs t  wo r ds  w e r e  in t h a t  voc al
c h a r a c t e r  w hich  I h a d  m a s t e r e d ,  a n d  c a m e  fro m  Es mo.

“Hys te rical folly,” h e  h a d  s aid.  
“Mou n t ain  ai r  mig h t  b e  fa t al; a n d  cle a r  nigh t s
a r e  d a n g e ro u sly cold  for  m o r e  t h a n  you r s elves.”

“Wh a t  do e s  h e  m e a n?” I a sk e d,  a s  I r e a d
ou t  a  for m ula  m o r e  s t u diously occ ul t  t h a n  t hos e  of
t h e  P h a r m a co po eia.

“Th a t  I a m  u n p a r do n a bly silly, a n d  t h a t  you
m u s t  no t  d r e a m  of going  b a ck  to  you r  vess el. 
The  las t  wo r d s ,  I s u p pos e,  w a r n  you ho w  c a r efully
in s uc h  a  ho us e hold  you  n e e d  to  g u a r d  t h e  s e c r e t s  of
t h e  S t a rligh t .”

“Well, a n d  w h a t  is t his  in t h e  s tylic w ri ting?”

Eve e n a  gl a nc e d  ove r  it a n d  colou r e d  p ainfully, t h e
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t e a r s  g a t h e ring  in h e r  eyes .

“Th a t ,” s h e  s aid,  poin ting  to  t h e  fir s t
ciph er, “is  my  m o t h e r’s sign a t u r e .”

“The n,” I s aid,  “it  is m e a n t  for
you, no t  for  m e.”

“N ay,” s h e  a n s w e r e d.   “Do you
t hink I could  t ak e  a dv a n t a g e  of you r  no t  knowing  t h e
c h a r a c t e r?”—a n d  s h e  r e a d  wo r d s  q ui t e
a s  inco m p r e h e n sible  to  m e  a s  t h e  w ri ting  it s elf.

“Ca n  a  s t a r  misle a d  t h e  blind?   I s ho uld
veil mys elf in c ri mson  if I h av e  t r ain e d  a  bi r d  to
s n a t c h  s u g a r  fro m  full h a n d s.   M u s t  eve n  you r
wo m a n hood  r eve r s e  t h e  cl as ps  of you r  childhood?”

“It  c hi m e s  mi d nig h t  twice,” I s aid—a
M a r ti al  p h r a s e  m e a nin g,  ’I a m  a s  m u c h  in t h e
d a rk  a s  ever.’  “Do no t  t r a n sl a t e  it,
c a ris si m a.   I c a n  r e a d  in  you r  face  t h a t  i t is
u njus t—r e p ro ac hful w h e r e  you  d e s e rve  no
r e p ro ac h.”

“N ay, w h e n  you  so  w ro n g  my  m o t h e r  I m u s t  t ell
you  ex ac tly w h a t  s h e  m e a n s:—’Can
a  c hild of t h e  S t a r  t ak e  a dv a n t a g e  of on e  w ho  r elies
on  h e r  to  explain  t h e  c us to m s  of a  wo rld  u nk now n  to
hi m?  I blu s h  to  t hink  t h a t  my  c hild  c a n  a b u s e
t h e  t e n d e r n e s s  of on e  w ho  is too  e a g e r  to  ind ulge
h e r  fancies.’

“You s e e  s h e  is q ui t e  r igh t .   You do  t r u s t
m e  so  a b solu t ely, you a r e  so  s t r a n g ely ove r-kind  to
m e,  i t is s h a m eful I s ho uld  vex you  by fre t ting  b e c a u s e
you  a r e  forc e d  to  do  w h a t  you  mig h t  w ell h ave  do n e
a t  you r  ow n  pl e a s u r e .”

“My ow n,  I w a s  m o r e  t h a n  vexed;  c hiefly p e r h a p s
for  you r  s ak e ,  b u t  no t  by  you.  Whe r e  a ny o t h e r
wo m a n  would  h av e  s t u n g  t h e  so r e  by  s e n ding  fre s h  s p a rks
alon g  t h e  wi r e ,  you  t ho u g h t  only to  s p a r e  m e  t h e  p ain
of s e ein g  you  p ain e d.   Bu t  w h a t  do  t h e  las t  wo r ds
m e a n?   No”—for  I s a w  t h e  colou r
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d e e p e n  on  h e r  h alf-ave r t e d  face—“be t t e r
leave  u n r e a d  w h a t  w e  know  to  b e  w ri t t e n  in  e r ror.”
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But  t h e  less  a g r e e a ble  a  s u p pos e d  d u ty, t h e  m o r e  r e solu t e
w a s  Eve e n a  to  fulfil it.

“They w e r e  m e a n t  to  r e c all a  s aying  fa milia r
in  eve ry s chool a n d  ho us e hold,” s h e  s aid:—

  “’Sa n d al  loos e d  a n d  w ell-cla s p e d
zon e—
    Childhood  s p a r e s  t h e  wo m a n
g row n.  
    Ch a n g e  t h e  cla s ps ,  a n d  wo m a n
yet
    Pays  wi t h  in t e r e s t  childhood’s
d e b t .’”

“This”—tig h t e ning  a n d  r el axing
t h e  cl a s p  of h e r  zon e—“is t h e  sy m bol
of s t ric t e r  o r  m o r e  ind ulge n t  ho u s e hold  r ul e.” 
The n  b e n din g  so  a s  to  ave r t  h e r  face,  s h e  u n cla s p e d
h e r  e m b roide r e d  s a n d al  a n d  g ave  it in to my h a n d;—“an d
t his  is w h a t ,  I s u p pos e,  you  would  c all it s  s a nc tion.”

“The r e  is m o r e  to  b e  s aid  for  t h e  s a n d al t h a n
I s u p pos e d,  b a m bin a,  if it  h av e  h elp e d  to  m a k e  you
w h a t  you  a r e .   But  you m ay  t ell Zulve  t h a t  its
wo rk  a n d  h e r s  a r e  do n e.”

Kne eling  b efo r e  h er, I kis s e d,  wi th  m o r e  s t u die d  r eve r e n c e
t h a n  t h e  s a c r e d  s to n e  of t h e  Ca a b a ,  t h e  tiny foot
on  w hich  I r e pl ac e d  it s  cove rin g.

“Ba by a s  s h e  t hinks  a n d  I c all you, Eve e n a,
you  a r e  fas t  u n t e a c hing  m e  t h e  lesson  w hich,  b efo r e
you  w e r e  bo r n  a n d  eve r  sinc e ,  t h e  wo m e n  of t h e  E a r t h
h ave  don e  t h ei r  u t mos t  to  imp r e s s  ind elibly u po n  my
min d—t h e  les son  t h a t  wo m a n  is b u t  a  les s
lova ble,  m o r e  p e t ula n t ,  m o r e  d e e ply a n d  incu r a bly
s poilt  c hild.  Your m o t h e r’s r e p ro ac h  is
a n  ex ac t  inve r sion  of t h e  t r u t h.   N o  on e  could
h ave  a c t e d  wi t h  m o r e  u t t e r  u n s elfishn e s s,  m o r e  d evot e d
kind n e ss ,  m o r e  exq uisi t e  d elicacy t h a n  you  h ave  s how n
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in  t his  mis e r a ble  m a t t er.  I could  no t  h ave  b elieve d
t h a t  eve n  you could  h ave  p u t  a sid e  you r  ow n  feelings
so  co m ple t ely, could  h ave  r e co g nise d  so  p ro m p tly t h a t
I w a s  no t  in  faul t,  h ave  t ho u g h t  so  exclusively of
w h a t  w a s  b e s t  a n d  s afe  for  m e  in t h e  fir s t  plac e ,  a n d
n ex t  of w h a t  w a s  kind  a n d  jus t  a n d  g e n e ro us  to  you r
rivals.   I n eve r  t ho u g h t  s uc h  r e a so n a ble n e s s  a n d
jus tice  pos sible  to  fe minine  n a t u r e ;  a n d  if I c a n no t
love  you  m o r e  d e a rly, you  h ave  t a u g h t  m e  how  d e e ply
to  a d mi r e  a n d  ho no u r  you.  I a cc e p t  t h e  si t u a tion,
since  you  will h av e  it so; b e  a s  jus t  a n d  conside r a t e
h e n c efor w a r d  a s  you  h ave  b e e n  to-nigh t ,  a n d  t r u s t
m e  t h a t  it s h all b rin g  no  s h a dow  b e t w e e n  u s—s h all
n eve r  m a k e  you less  to  m e  t h a n  you  a r e  now.”

“But  i t m u s t ,” s h e  insis t e d.   “I
c a n no t  now  b e  o t h e r  t h a n  on e  wife  a m o n g  m a ny; a n d
w h a t  pl ac e  I hold  a m o n g  t h e m  is, r e m e m b er, for  you
a n d  you alon e  to  fix.  N o  r ul e,  no  c us to m,  obliges
you  to  give  a ny p r efe r e n c e  in  for m  or  fac t  to  on e ,
m e r ely b e c a u s e  you  ch a nc e d  to  m a r ry  h e r  fi r s t .”

“Such,  n eve r t h el e s s,  did  no t  s e e m  to  b e  t h e
p r a c tic e  in you r  fa t h e r’s ho u s e .   Your m o t h e r
w a s  a s  dis tinc tly wife  a n d  mis t r e s s  a s  if his  sole
co m p a nion.”

“My fa th er,” s h e  r e plied,  “did  no t
m a r ry  a  s eco n d  ti m e  till wi thin  my  ow n  m e m o ry; a n d
it  w a s  n a t u r al  a n d  u s u al  to  give  t h e  fi r s t  plac e  to
on e  so  m u c h  olde r  a n d  m o r e  exp e rie nc e d.   I h av e
no  s uc h  claim,  a n d  w h e n  you  s e e  my co m p a nions  you
m ay find  good  r e a so n  to  t hink  t h a t  I a m  t h e  lea s t
fit of all to  t ak e  t h e  fir s t  pl ac e.   Nor,”
s h e  a d d e d,  d r a win g  m e  fro m  t h e  roo m,  “do I wis h
it.  If only you  will ke e p  in you r  mi n d  on e  lit tle
pl ac e  for  t h e  m e m o ry of ou r  visi t  to  you r  vess el a n d
your  p ro mis e  r e s p ec tin g  it, I s h all b e  m o r e  t h a n  con t e n t .”
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Eve e n a’s h u m ble,  u n co nscious  s elf-a b n e g a tion
w a s  r e n d e rin g  t h e  co nve r s a tion  in tole r a bly p ainful,
a n d  eve n  t h e  e m b a r r a s sin g  si t u a tion  no w  a t  h a n d  w a s
a  w elco m e  in t e r r u p tion.   Eve e n a  p a u s e d  b efo r e  a
doo r  op e ning  fro m  t h e  g alle ry in to  on e  of t h e  roo m s
looking  on  t h e  p e ris tyle.

“You will find  t h e m  t h e r e ,” s h e  s aid,
d r a win g  b a ck.

“Co m e  with  m e,  t h e n ,” I a n s w e r e d;  a n d
a s  s h e  s h r a nk  a w ay, I tig h t e n e d  my cla s p  of h e r  w ais t
a n d  d r e w  h e r  forw a r d .   The  doo r  op e n e d,  a n d  w e
foun d  ou r s elves  in  p r e s e n c e  of six veiled  ladi es  in
pink  a n d  silver, a ll of t h e m,  wi t h  on e  exc e p tion,
a  li t tl e  t alle r  a n d  les s  sligh t  t h a n  my b rid e.  
Eve e n a ,  wi th  t h e  kind n e s s  w hich  n eve r  failed  u n d e r
t h e  m o s t  p ainful t r i al o r  t h e  m o s t  po w e rful imp uls e s
of n a t u r al  feeling,  ext ric a t e d  h e r s elf g e n tly fro m
my hold,  took t h e  h a n d  of t h e  fir s t ,  a n d  b ro u g h t  h e r
u p  to  m e .   The  gi rl  w a s  evid e n tly s t a r tl e d  a t  t h e
fir s t  sigh t  of h e r  n e w  poss e s sor, a n d  al a r m e d  by a
figu r e  so  m u c h  la rg e r  a n d  m o r e  pow e rful t h a n  a ny s h e
h a d  eve r  s e e n ,  exc e e ding  p ro b a bly t h e  pic t u r e  d r a w n
by h e r  im a gin a tion.

“This,” s aid  Eve e n a  g e n tly a n d  g r avely,
“is  E u n a n e,  t h e  p r e t ti e s t  a n d  m o s t  a cco m plish e d
sc hola r  in  h e r  N u r s e ry.”

As I w a s  a bo u t  to  a ck nowle d g e  t h e  in t rod uc tion  wi t h
t h e  s a m e  cold  poli t e n e s s  wi th  w hich  I s hould  h ave
bow e d  to  a  s t r a n g e  g u e s t  on  E a r t h ,  Eve e n a  took my
lef t  h a n d  in h e r  ow n  a n d  laid  it  on  t h e  m aid e n’s
veil, r e c alling  to  m e  a t  onc e  t h e  p ro p ri e ti es  of t h e
occ a sion  a n d  t h e  jus tice  s h e  h a d  cl aim e d  for  h e r  u noffe nding
a n d  u nin t e n tion al  r ivals;  b u t  a t  t h e  s a m e  ti m e  b rin ging
b ack  in full force  a  r e m e m b r a n c e  s h e  could  no t  h av e
forgo t t e n ,  b u t  w hos e  effec t  u po n  mys elf t h e  ide a s  to
w hich  s h e  w a s  h a bi tu a t e d  r e n d e r e d  h e r  u n a ble  to  a n ticip a t e .  
To a cc e p t  in h e r  p r e s e nc e  a  s eco n d  b rid e,  by  t h e  s a m e
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c e r e m o nial a c t  w hich  h a d  so  la t ely a s s e r t e d  my claim
to  h e r s elf, w a s  in t e ns ely r e p u g n a n t  to  my feelings,
a n d  only h e r  ow n  s elf-s ac rificing  influe nc e  could  h ave
ove rco m e  my r eluc t a n c e .   My h e si t a tion  w a s,  I fear,
p e r c e p tible  to  E u n a n e;  for, a s  I r e m ove d  h e r  veil
a n d  h e a d-d r e s s ,  h e r  exp r e ssion  a n d  a  colou r  so m e w h a t
b rig h t e r  t h a n  t h a t  of m e r e  m aid e n  s hyn e ss  indica t e d
dis a p poin t m e n t  o r  m o r tified  p ride .   S h e  w a s  c e r t ainly
ve ry b e a u tiful, a n d  p e r h a p s,  h a d  I now  s e e n  t h e m  bo t h
for  t h e  fir s t  ti m e,  I mig h t  h ave  a c q uie sc e d  in t h e
t r u t h  of Eve e n a’s s elf-d e p r e ci a tion.   As
it  w a s,  no t hing  could  a s socia t e  wi th  t h e  b righ t  in t ellige n t
fac e,  t h e  cle a r  g r ey  ey es  a n d  ligh t  b row n  h air, t h e
lith e  a c tive  for m  ins tinc t  wi th  n e rvous  e n e r gy, t h a t
c h a r m  w hich  fro m  ou r  fir s t  a c q u ain t a nc e  t h ei r  exp r e s sion
of g e n tle  kind n e s s,  a n d,  la t er, t h e  d evot e d  affec tion
visible  in  eve ry  look, h a d  give n  to  Eve e n a’s
fea t u r e s.
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It  is, I s u p pos e,  h a r dly n a t u r al  to  m a n  to  feel a c t u al
u nkin d n e s s  tow a r d s  a  youn g  a n d  b e a u tiful gi rl w ho
h a s  give n  no  p e r son al  offenc e .   H aving  onc e  a d mi t t e d ,
t h e  jus tic e  of Eve e n a’s pl e a,  a n d  feeling  t h a t
s h e  wo uld  b e  m o r e  p ain e d  by t h e  o mission  t h a n  by t h e
fulfilme n t  of t h e  for m s  w hich  cou r t e sy a n d  co m m o n
kind n e ss  imp e r a t ively d e m a n d e d,  I kiss e d  E u n a n e’s
b row  a n d  s pok e  a  few wor ds  to  h er, wit h  a s  m u c h  of
t e n d e r n e s s  a s  I could  feel o r  affec t  for  Eve e n a’s
rival, af t e r  w h a t  h a d  p a s s e d  to  e n d e a r  Eve e n a  m o r e
t h a n  ever.  The  la t t e r  w ai t e d  a  li t tle,  to  allow
m e  s pon t a n eo u sly to  p e rfo r m  t h e  s a m e  c e r e m o ny wi th
t h e  o t h e r  gi rls; b u t  s e eing  my h e si t a tion,  s h e  c a m e
forw a r d  a g ain  a n d  p r e s e n t e d  s eve r ally fou r  o t h e r s—E nva
("Snow” =  Blanc h e), Le e noo ("Ros e"), Ei r ale ,
Elfe,  a ll m o r e  o r  less  of t h e  u s u al typ e  of fe m ale
b e a u ty in M a r s ,  wi th  long  full t r e s s e s  va rying  in  ting e
fro m  flax to  d e e p  gold  o r  t h e  ligh t e s t  b row n;  e a c h
wi th  fea t u r e s  al mos t  faul tl es s,  a n d  wit h  all t h e  a t t r a c tion
(to m e  u nfailing) poss e s s e d  for  m e n  w ho  h av e  p a s s e d
t h ei r  you t h  by la b ea u t e  d u  Diable —t h e
bloo m  of p u r e  g r a c eful gi rlhood.  Eive,  t h e  sixth
of t h e  p a r ty, s t a n ding  on  t h e  righ t  of t h e  o t h e r s ,
a n d  t h e r efo r e  las t  in  pl ac e  a c co r ding  to  M a r ti al u s a g e,
w a s  s m alle r  a n d  sligh t e r  t h a n  Eve e n a  h e r s elf, a n d  m a d e
a n  individu al  im p r e s sion  on  my  a t t e n tion  by a  m a nifes t
ti midi ty a n d  a gi t a tion  g r e a t e r  t h a n  a ny of t h e  r e s t
h a d  evinc e d.   As I r e move d  h e r  veil I w a s  s t r uck
by t h e  to t al  u nlike n e s s  w hich  h e r  fac e  a n d  for m  p r e s e n t e d
to  t hos e  I h a d  jus t  s alu t e d .   H e r  h ai r  w a s  so
d a rk  a s  by  con t r a s t  to  s e e m  black; h e r  co m plexion
less  fai r  t h a n  t hos e  of h e r  co m p a nions,  t hou g h  a s
fai r  a s  t h a t  of a n  av e r a g e  Gre ek  b e a u ty; h e r  eye s  of
d e e p e s t  b ro w n;  h e r  limbs,  a n d  e s p eci ally t h e  h a n d s
a n d  fee t,  m a rv ellously p e rfec t  in s h a p e  a n d  colour,
b u t  in t h e  d elic acy a n d  min u t e n e s s  of t h ei r  for m  s u g g e s tin g,
a s  did  all t h e  p ropo r tions  of h e r  t iny figu r e ,  t h e
p ec ulia r  g r a c e  of c hildhood; a n  im a g e  in minia t u r e
of faul tle s s  p hysical b e a u ty.  In  Eive  alon e  of
t h e  b evy I felt  a  r e al  in t e r e s t;  b u t  t h e  in t e r e s t
c alle d  for t h  by a  sing ula rly p r e t ty  child, in  w hos e
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exp r e s sion  t h e  fir s t  gl a nc e  di sc e r n s  a  c h a r a c t e r  it
will t ak e  long  to  r e a d ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  co m m a n d e d
by t h e  ch a r m s  of e a r lies t  wo m a n hood.

Whe n  I h a d  co m ple t e d  t h e  c e r e m o nial r o u n d,  t h e r e  w a s
a  so m e w h a t  a w kw a r d  silenc e,  w hich  Eve e n a  a t  las t  b rok e
by s u g g e s ting  t h a t  E u n a n e  s ho uld  s how  u s  t h ro u g h  t h e
ho us e,  wi th  w hic h  s h e  h a d  m a d e  t h e  e a rli es t  a c q u ain t a n c e.  
This  you n g  gi rl r e a dily took t h e  lea d  t h u s  a s sig n e d
to  h er, a n d  by so m e  d elica t e  m a no e uv r e ,  w hos e  a u t ho r s hip
I could  no t  do u b t ,  I foun d  h e r  h a n d  in min e  a s  w e
m a d e  ou r  tour.  The  n u m b e r  of c h a m b e r s  w a s  m u c h
g r e a t e r  t h a n  in Es mo’s d w elling,  t h e  g a r d e n  of
t h e  p e ris tyle  la rg e r  a n d  m o r e  el a bo r a t ely a r r a n g e d,
if no t  m o r e  b e a u tiful.  The  a m b a u  w e r e  m o r e  n u m e ro us
t h a n  eve n  t h e  do m e s tic  s e rvice  of so  la r g e  a  m a n sion
a p p e a r e d  to  r e q ui r e.   The  bi r d s,  w hos e  d u ti es  lay
ou t sid e,  w e r e  by t his  tim e  a sle e p  on  t h ei r  p e r c h e s,
a n d  w e  forbo r e  to  di s t u r b  t h e m.   The  c e n t r al  c h a m b e r
of t h e  s e r a glio, if I m ay  so  c all it, t h e  la r g e s t
a n d  mid mos t  of t hos e  in t h e  r e a r  of t h e  g a r d e n,  d evo t e d
a s  of cou r s e  to  t h e  ladi es  of t h e  ho us e hold,  w a s  e s p e cially
m a g nificen t .
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Whe n  w e  s tood  in i t s  mids t ,  s hy  looks  a sk a nc e  fro m
all t h e  six b e t r ay e d  t h ei r  s e c r e t  a m bi tion; t hou g h
Eive’s w a s  b u t  m o m e n t a ry, a n d  so  sligh t  t h a t
I fel t  I mig h t  h ave  u nfai rly s u s p e c t e d  h e r  of p r e s u m p tion.  
I left  t his  roo m,  ho w ever, in silenc e ,  a n d  a s sig n e d
to  e a c h,  of my  m aid e n  b rid es ,  in  o rd e r  a s  t h ey  h a d
b e e n  p r e s e n t e d  to  m e,  t h e  roo m s  on  t h e  left; a n d  t h e n,
a s  w e  s tood  onc e  m o r e  in  t h e  p e ri s tyle,  h aving  pos t pon e d
all fu r t h e r  a r r a n g e m e n t s ,  a ll dis t rib u tion  of ho us e hold
d u tie s,  to  t h e  m o r row  (as sig ning,  how ever, to  E u n a n e,
w hos e  n a tive  e n e r gy a n d  forw a r d n e s s  h a d  m a d e  e a r ly
a c q u ain t a n c e  wi th  t h e  d w elling  a n d  its  d u m b  inh a bi t a n t s,
t h e  ch a r g e  of p roviding  a n d  p r e p a rin g  wi th  t h ei r  a s sis t a nc e
ou r  m o r nin g  m e al), I s aid,  “I h av e  le t  t h e  b u sin es s
of t h e  eve nin g  zyd a  a c t u ally e n c ro ac h  on  mi d nig h t ,
a n d  m u s t  d e t ain  you  fro m  you r  r e s t  no  long er. 
Eve e n a ,  you  know, I s till h ave  n e e d  of you.”

S h e  w a s  s t a n ding  a t  a  lit tl e  dis t a nc e ,  n ex t  to  E u n a n e;
a n d  t h e  la t t er, wi th  a  s mile  h alf m alicious,  h alf
t r iu m p h a n t ,  w his p e r e d  so m e t hin g  in h e r  e ar.  The r e
w a s  a  s u p p r e s s e d  a n noya nc e  in Eve e n a’s look w hich
p rovoke d  m e  to  in t e r pos e .   On  E a r t h  I s hould  n eve r
h ave  b e e n  fool e no u g h  to  m e d dle  in a  wo m a n’s
q u a r r el.   The  w e a k e s t  c a n  t ak e  h e r  ow n  p a r t  in
t h e  w a rfa r e  of t a u n t  a n d  inn u e n do, b e t t e r  a n d  m o r e
veno mo usly t h a n  could  d e rvish,  p ri e s t ,  o r  poli ticia n.  
Bu t  Eve e n a  could  no  m o r e  low e r  h e r s elf to  t h e  o r din a ry
level of fe minine  m alice  t h a n  I could  h ave  bo r n e  to
h e a r  h e r  do  so; a n d  it  w a s  in tole r a ble  t h a t  on e  w hos e
s w e e t  h u mility co m m a n d e d  r e s p ec t  fro m  mys elf s hould
s u b mit  to  sligh t  o r  s n e e r  fro m  t h e  lips  a n d  eyes  of
p e t ul a n t  gi rls .  E u n a n e  s t a r t e d  a s  I s pok e,  u sing
t h a t  a cc e n t  w hich  gives  it s  m o s t  p e r e m p to ry force  to
t h e  M a r ti al imp e r a tive.   “Re p e a t  alou d  w h a t
you  h ave  chos e n  to  s ay  to  Eve e n a  in my  p r e s e nc e .”

If t h e  fir s t  to  exp r e ss  t h e  ill-will exci t e d  by  Eve e n a’s
evid e n t  influe nc e,  t ho u g h  exe r t e d  in t h ei r  ow n  b e h alf,
it  w a s  les s  t h a t  E u n a n e  s u r p a s s e d  h e r  co m p a nions  in
m alice  t h a n  t h a t  t h ey fell s ho r t  of h e r  in a u d a ci ty. 
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H e r  s chool-m a t e s  h a d  foun d  h e r  t h ei r  m os t  d a rin g  le a d e r
in misc hief, t h e  lea s t  r eluc t a n t  sc a p e go a t  w h e n  mischief
w a s  to  b e  a ton e d.   Bu t  s h e  w a s  cow e d,  p a r tly p e r h a p s
by h e r  fi r s t  collision  wit h  m a s c uline  a u t ho ri ty, p a r tly,
I fear, by s h e e r  d r e a d  of p hysical force  visibly g r e a t e r
t h a n  s h e  h a d  eve r  know n  by r e p u t e.   Pe r h a p s  s h e
w a s  too  m u c h  frigh t e n e d  to  ob ey.  At a ny r a t e ,
it  w a s  fro m  Eve e n a ,  d e s pi t e  h e r  pl e a ding  looks,  t h a t
I ex to r t e d  a n  a n s w er.  S h e  yielde d  a t  las t  only
to  t h a t  for m al imp e r a tive  w hich  h e r  consci enc e  wo uld
no t  p e r mi t  h e r  to  di sob ey, a n d  w hich  for  t h e  fir s t
ti m e  I now  e m ploye d  in a d d r e s sin g  h er.

“Eu n a n e  only r e p e a t e d ,” Eve e n a  s aid,  wi t h
a  r eluc t a nc e  so  m a nifes t  t h a t  on e  mig h t  h ave  s u p pos e d
h e r  to  b e  t h e  offen d er, “a  sc hool-gi rl’s
p rove r b:—

 “’Ware  t h e  w r a t h  t h a t  s t a n d s  to
cool: 
   The n  t h e  s a n d al  s how s  t h e  r ul e.’”
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The  s mile  t h a t  h a d  a cco m p a nie d  t h e  w his p e r—t hou g h
no t  so  m u c h  s u g g e s tive  of a  wo m a n’s m aligni ty
a s  of a  c hild’s exul t a tion  in a  co m p a nion’s
dis g r a c e—g ave  poin t  a n d  s tin g  to  t h e  t a u n t .  
I t  is on  c h a nc e,  I s u p pos e,  t h a t  t h e  effec t  of s uc h
t hin gs  d e p e n d s.   H a d  t h e  s aying  b e e n  t h row n  a t
a ny of E u n a n e’s e q u als,  I s ho uld  p rob a bly h ave
b e e n  incline d  to  laug h,  eve n  if I fel t  it  n e c e s s a ry
to  r e p ri m a n d.   Bu t,  a n g e r e d  a t  a  hin t  w hic h  pl ac e d
Eve e n a  on  t h ei r  ow n  level, I forgo t  how  fa r  t h e  s p e ak e r’s
exp e ri e nc e  a n d  inexp e ri e nc e  alike  p allia t e d  t h e  imp e r tin e nc e.  
Tha t  t h e  insinu a tion  s hocke d  no n e  of t hos e  a ro u n d  m e
w a s  evide n t .   Thei r s  w e r e  no t  t h e  looks  of wo m e n,
how eve r  you n g  a n d  t hou g h tl es s ,  s t a r tl e d  by  a n  aff ron t
to  t h ei r  s ex; b u t  of child r e n  a m az e d  a t  a  c hild’s
folly in p rovoking  c a p ricious  a n d  ir r e s po nsible  po w er. 
The  a n g ry  q uickn e s s  wi th  w hich  I t u r n e d  to  E u n a n e  r e c eived
a  dou ble,  t ho u g h  do u bly u nin t e n tion al, r e b uk e,  e q u ally
illus t r a tive  of M a r ti al ide a s  a n d  u s a g e s .   The
c ulp ri t  cow e r e d  like  a  c hild  exp e c ting  a  b r u t al  blow. 
A g e n tle  p r e s s u r e  on  my lef t  a r m  evinc e d  t h e  s a m e  fea r
in a  q u a r t e r  fro m  w hich  it s  exp r e s sion  wou n d e d  m e
d e e ply.  Tha t  p r e s s u r e  a r r e s t e d  no t,  a s  w a s  in t e n d e d,
my  h a n d,  b u t  my  voice;  a n d  w h e n  I s poke  t h e  frigh t e n e d
gi rl looke d  u p  in s u r p ri s e  a t  its  m e a s u r e d  ton e s .

“Wron g,  a n d  w ro n g  t h rice  over, E u n a n e .  
I t  is for  m e  to  t e a c h  you  t h e  b a d  t a s t e  of b rin ging
into  you r  n e w  ho m e  t h e  ide a s  a n d  lang u a g e  of sc hool. 
M e a n w hile,  in no  c a s e  would  you  lea r n  m o r e  of my  r ule
t h a n  conc e r n e d  you r  ow n  fault .   Take  in exch a n g e
for  you r  p rove r b  t h e  kindlie s t  I h ave  lea r n e d  in you r
lang u a g e:—

 “’Whisp e r e d  w a r nings  r e a c h  t h e  h e a r t ;
   Veil t h e  blu s h  a n d  s p a r e  t h e  s m a r t .’

“But,  h a p pily for  you, you r  t a u n t  h a d  no t  t r u t h
e no u g h  to  s ting;  a n d  I c a n  t ell t h e  s to ry a bo u t  w hich
you  a r e  u n d uly c u rious  a s  fr a nkly a s  you  pl e a s e .—Let
m e  s p e ak  now, Eve e n a,  t h a t  I m ay  s p a r e  t h e  n e e d  to
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s p e a k  a g ain  a n d  in  a no t h e r  ton e.—Tha t  Eve e n a
s e e m e d  to  h ave  p u t  u s  bo t h  in a  fals e  posi tion  only
convince d  m e  t h a t  s h e  h a d  a  m o tive  s h e  kn e w  would
s a tisfy m e  a s  fully a s  h e r s elf.  Wh e n  I le a r n e d
w h a t  t h a t  m o tive  w a s,  I w a s  g r e a tly s u r p ris e d  a t  h e r
u n s elfish n e s s  a n d  cou r a g e.   If you  t h r e w  m e  you r
veil to  s ave  m e  fro m  d row ning,  how  wo uld  you feel
if my  fir s t  wo r ds  to  you  w e r e:—’No
on e  m u s t  t hink  I could  no t  s wi m, t h e r efo r e  eve n  t h e
ho us e hold  m u s t  b elieve  you, in  u nv eiling,  g uil ty of
a n  u n p a r do n a ble  faul t’?...  Answ e r  m e ,  E u n a n e.”

“I s ho uld  le t  you  sink  n ex t  tim e,” s h e
r e plied,  wi t h  a  p r e t ty  h alf-d u bious  s a ucin es s,  s howing
t h a t  h e r  wo r s t  fea r s  a t  lea s t  w e r e  r eli eved.

“Quit e  r i gh t;  b u t  you  a r e  les s  g e n e ro u s  t h a n
Eve e n a .   To hide  ho w  I h a d  a c t e d  on  h e r  a dvice,
s h e  wo uld  h ave  h a d  you  s u p pos e  h e r  g uilty.  Tha t
you  mi g h t  no t  lau g h  a t  my  a u t ho ri ty, a n d  ’find
a  d r a go n  in t h e  e sve’s n e s t ,’ s h e  wo uld
h ave  h a d  m e  t r e a t  h e r  a s  g uil ty.”

“But  I d e s e rve d  it.  A gi rl  h a s  no  rig h t
to  b r e ak  t h e  s e al  in  t h e  m a s t e r’s  a b s e nc e ,”
in t e r pos e d  Eve e n a ,  m u c h  m o r e  dis t r e s s e d  t h a n  g r a tified
by t h e  vindic a tion  to  w hich  s h e  w a s  so  w ell e n ti tl ed.
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“Let  you r  ton g u e  sle e p,  Eve e n a.   So  [with
a  kiss] I blo t  you r  firs t  misc alcula tion,  E u n a n e.  
E a r t h  [t he  Eve nin g  S t a r  of M a r s]  ligh t  you r  d r e a m s.”

It  w a s  wit h  visible  r eluc t a nc e  t h a t  Eve e n a  follow e d
m e  in to  t h e  c h a m b e r  w e  h a d  las t  left; a n d  s h e  expos t ula t e d
a s  e a r n e s tly a s  h e r  ob e die nc e  would  p e r mi t  a g ains t
t h e  fia t  t h a t  a s sig n e d  it to  h er.

“Choos e  w h a t  r oo m  you  ple a s e ,  t h e n ,” I
s aid; “bu t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t ,  so  fa r  a s  my  will
a n d  my t r u s t  c a n  m a k e  you, you  a r e  t h e  mis t r e s s  h e r e .”

“Well, t h e n ,” s h e  a n s w e r e d,  “give
m e  t h e  li t tl e  oc t a gon  b e sid e  you r  ow n:”—t h e
s m alles t  a n d  si m ple s t ,  b u t  to  my t a s t e  t h e  p r e t ti e s t ,
r oo m  in t h e  ho us e.   “I s ho uld  like  to  b e
n e a r  you  s till, if I m ay; b u t ,  b elieve  m e,  I s h all
no t  b e  froze n  (hu r t)  b e c a u s e  you  t hink  a no t h e r  h a n d
b e t t e r  a bl e  to  s t e e r  t h e  c a r ri a g e ,  if mi n e  m ay  so m e ti m e s
r e s t  in you r s.”

Le a ding  h e r  in to  t h e  roo m  s h e  h a d  c hos e n,  a n d  h aving
ins t alled  h e r  a m o n g  t h e  c us hions  t h a t  w e r e  to  for m
h e r  couc h,  I silenc e d  d e cisively h e r  r e n e w e d  p ro t e s t.

“Le t  m e  a n s w e r  you  on  t his  poin t ,  onc e  a n d  for
ever, Eve e n a.   To m e  t his  s e e m s  m a t t e r  of r i gh t ,
no t  of favou r  o r  fitn e s s.   Bu t  favou r  a n d  fitne s s
h e r e  go  wi th  ri gh t .   I could  no  m o r e  e n d u r e  to
plac e  a no t h e r  b efo r e  o r  b e side  you t h a n  I could  b r e a k
t h e  s p e ci al bon d  b e t w e e n  u s,  a n d  d e ny t h e  ho p e  of
w hich  t h e  S e r p e n t” (laying  my h a n d  on  h e r  s ho ulde r-cla s p,
w hich,  by m e r e  a ccide n t ,  w a s  s h a p e d  in to  a  fain t  r e s e m bla nc e
to  t h e  mys tic  coil) “is t h e  e m ble m; t h e  ho p e
t h a t  alon e  c a n  m a k e  s uc h  love  a s  ou r s  e n d u r a ble,  o r
eve n  possible,  to  c r e a t u r e s  t h a t  m u s t  di e .   S h e
w ho  kn el t  wi th  m e  b efo r e  t h e  E m e r ald  Thron e,  w ho  took
wi th  m e  t h e  vows  so  a wfully s a nc tion e d,  s h all hold
t h e  fir s t  pl ac e  in my  ho m e  a s  in my h e a r t  till t h e
S e r p e n t’s p ro mis e  b e  fulfilled.”
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Both  w e r e  silen t  for  so m e  ti m e,  for  n eve r  could  w e
r efe r  to  t h a t  Vision—w h e t h e r  a n  objec tive
fac t,  o r  a n  im p r e s sion  co m m u nic a t e d  fro m  on e  s pi ri t
to  t h e  o t h e r  by  t h e  occ ul t  forc e  of in t e ns e  sy m p a t hy—s ave
by s uc h  allusion; a n d  t h e  r e m e m b r a nc e  n ev e r  failed
to  affec t  u s  bo t h  wi th  a  feeling  too  d e e p  for  wo r d s .  
Eve e n a  s poke  a g ain—

“I a m  so r ry you  h ave  so  bo u n d  you r s elf; p e r h a p s
only b e c a u s e  you  kn e w  m e  fir s t .   And it s h a m e s
m e  to  r e c eive  fre s h  p roof of you r  kind n e s s  to-nigh t .”

“And w hy, my  ow n?”

“Do no t  m a k e  m e  feel,” s h e  s aid,  “ th a t—t hou g h
t h e  m e a s u r e d  s e n t e nc e s  you  h ave  t a u g h t  m e  to  c all
scolding  s e e m e d  t h e  s h a r p e s t  of all p e n a n c e s—t h e r e
is a  h e avie r  ye t  in  t h e  silenc e  w hich  wi th holds  forgive n e s s.”

“Wh a t  h ave  I ye t  to  forgive,  M a do n n a?”

But  Eve e n a  could  r e a d  my feelings  in s pi t e  of my  wo r ds ,
a n d  kn e w  t h a t  t h e  p ain  s h e  h a d  give n  w a s  too  r e c e n t
to  allow m e  to  misconc eive  h e r  p e ni t e nc e .

“I ou g h t  to  s ay, my  in t e rfe r e n c e .  
I t  w a s  you r  ri gh t  to  r ul e  a s  you  c hos e,  a n d  my  m e d dling
w a s  a  fa r  wo r s e  offenc e  t h a n  E u n a n e’s  m alice.  
Bu t  it  w a s  no t  t ha t  you  fel t  too  d e e ply to  r e p rove.”

“Tru e!   E u n a n e  h u r t  m e  a  lit tl e;  b u t  I exp ec t e d
no  s uc h  misjud g m e n t  fro m  you.  By t h e  touc h  t h a t
p rove d  you r  al a r m  I know  t h a t  I g ave  no  c a u s e  for
it.”
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“How so?” s h e  a sk e d  in  s u r p ris e.

“You laid  you r  h a n d  ins tinc tively on  my lef t
a r m,  t h e  on e  you r  p e ople  u s e.   H a d  I m a d e  t h e
sligh t e s t  a n g ry  g e s t u r e,  you  wo uld  h av e  h eld  b ack
my  righ t .  H a d  I d e s e rve d  t h a t  Eve e n a  s hould
t hink so  ill of m e—t hink m e  c a p a ble  of
doing  s uc h  di shono u r  to  h e r  p r e s e n c e  a n d  to  my ow n
roof, w hich  s ho uld  h av e  p ro t ec t e d  a n  e q u al  e n e my fro m
t h a t  w hich  you  fea r e d  for  a  h elple s s  gi rl?  For
w h a t  you  wo uld  h av e  c h eck e d  w a s  s uc h  a  blow a s  m e n
d e al  to  m e n  w ho  c a n  s t rike  b a ck; a n d  t h e  h a n d  t h a t
h a d  give n  it wo uld  h ave  b e e n  u nfi t  to  cla s p  m a n’s
in frien ds hip  o r  wo m a n’s in  love.   You you r s elf
m u s t  h ave  s h r u nk  fro m  its  touc h.”

S h e  c a u g h t  a n d  h eld  it  fas t  to  h e r  lips.

“Ca n  I forg e t  t h a t  it s ave d  my life?  I
do n’t  u n d e r s t a n d  you  a t  all, b u t  I s e e  t h a t
I h ave  froze n  you r  h e a r t .   I did  fancy for  on e
m o m e n t  you  wo uld  s t rike,  a s  p a s sion a t e  m e n  a n d  wo m e n
oft e n  do  s t rike  p rovoking  gi rls, p e r h a p s  forg e t ting
your  ow n  s t r e n g t h;  a n d  I kn e w  you  wo uld  b e  mis e r a ble
if you  did  h u r t  h e r—in t h a t  w ay.  The
n ex t  m o m e n t  I w a s  a s h a m e d,  m o r e  t h a n  you  will b elieve,
to  h ave  w ron g e d  you  so.   Like  eve ry  m a n,  fro m
t h e  h e a d  of a  ho us e hold  to  t h e  Arch-Judg e  o r  t h e  Ca m p t a ,
you  m u s t  r ul e  by  fear.  Bu t  you r  w r a t h  will
‘st a n d  to  cool;’ a n d  you  will h a t e  to
m a k e  a  gi rl c ry a s  you  wo uld  h a t e  to  s e n d  a  c ri min al
to  t h e  el ec t ric-r a ck,  t h e  ligh t ning-s t roke,  o r  t h e
vivisec tion-t a bl e.   And, w h a t eve r  you h a d  do n e,
do  you  fancy t h a t  I could  s h rink  fro m  you?  I
s aid,  ’If you  w e a ry  of you r  flowe r-bi r d  you
m u s t  s t r ike  wi th  t h e  h a m m e r;’ a n d  if you  could
do  so,  do  you  t hink  I s hould  no t  feel for  you r  h a n d
to  hold  it  to  t h e  las t?”

“H us h,  Eve e n a!  how  c a n  I b e a r  s uc h  wo r ds?  
You mig h t  forgive  m e  for  a ny ou t r a g e  to  you: 

365



I do u b t  you r  e a sily forg e t tin g  c r u el ty to  a no t h er. 
I h ave  no t  a  h e a r t  like  you r s.   As I n eve r  failed
a  frien d,  so  I n eve r  yet  forg ave  a  foe.   Yet eve n
I mig h t  p a r do n  on e  of t hos e  gi rls  a n  a t t e m p t  to  poison
mys elf, a n d  in so m e  ci rcu m s t a n c e s  I mig h t  eve n  le a r n
to  like  h e r  b e t t e r  af t e r w a r d s .   Bu t  I do u b t  if
I could  eve r  touc h  a g ain  t h e  h a n d  t h a t  h a d  mixe d  t h e
poison  for  a no t h er, t hou g h  t h a t  o th e r  w e r e  my m o r t al
e n e my.”

CHAPTER XIX — A COMPLETE ESTABLISHMENT.

Befor e  I sle p t  Eve e n a  h a d  convinc e d  m e,  m u c h  to  my
ow n  disco mfitu r e ,  ho w  ve ry limit e d  m u s t  b e  a ny a u t ho ri ty
t h a t  could  b e  d el e g a t e d  to  h er.  In  s uc h  a  ho us e hold
t h e r e  could  b e  no  s eco n d  h e a d  o r  d e p u ty, a n d  a n  a t t e m p t
to  d evolve  a ny effec tive  c h a r g e  on  h e r  would  only involve
h e r  in t ro u ble  a n d  odiu m.   Eve n  a t  t h e  b r e a kfa s t ,
s p r e a d  a s  u s u al in t h e  c e n t r e  of t h e  p e ris tyle, s h e
e n t r e a t e d  t h a t  w e  s ho uld  p r e s e n t  ou r s elves  s e p a r a t ely. 
E u n a n e  a p p e a r e d  to  h ave  p e rfo r m e d  ve ry d ex t e ro usly
t h e  novel d u ty a s sig n e d  to  h er.  The  a m ba u
h a d  ob eye d  h e r  o r d e r s  wit h  w ell-t r ain e d  p ro m p ti tu d e ,
a n d  t h e  carv e e , in  b rin gin g  frui t ,  le aves,
a n d  roo t s  fro m  t h e  ou t e r  g a r d e n,  h a d  m o r e  t h a n  ve rified
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all t h a t  on  a  for m e r  occ a sion  Eve e n a  h a d  told  m e  of
t h ei r  cleve r n e s s  a n d  q uick  co m p r e h e n sion  of ins t r u c tions.  
E u n a n e’s  fac e  b righ t e n e d  visibly a s  I a ck nowle d g e d
t h e  n e a t n e s s  a n d  t h e  t e m p ting  a p p e a r a n c e  of t h e  m e al
s h e  h a d  s e t  for t h.   S h e  w a s  ye t  m o r e  g r a tified
by r e c eiving  ch a r g e  for  t h e  fu t u r e  of t h e  s a m e  d u ty,
a n d  a u t ho ri ty to  s e n d,  a s  is u s u al, by  a n  a m b a  t h e
o r d e r  for  t h a t  p rincip al p a r t  of e a c h  d ay’s food
w hich  is s u p plie d  by t h e  confec tion er.  By r e s e rving
for  Eve e n a  t h e  pl ac e  a m o n g  t h e  c us hions  im m e dia t ely
on  my  left,  I m a d e  to  t h e  a s s e m ble d  ho us e hold  t h e
exp ec t e d  a n no u nc e m e n t  t h a t  s h e  w a s  to  b e  r e g a r d e d
a s  mis t r e s s  of t h e  ho u s e;  feminine  p u n c tilious n e s s
on  poin t s  of do m e s tic  p r e c e d e nc e  s t rikingly con t r a s tin g
t h e  u n c e r e m o nious  c h a r a c t e r  of in t e r co u r s e  a m o n g  m e n
ou t  of doo r s.   The  ve ry a m b a u  r e co g nise  t h e  mis t r e s s
o r  t h e  favou ri t e,  a s  do gs  t h e  m a s t e r  of t h ei r  E a r t hly
ho m e.

The  ladies  w e r e  a t  fi r s t  s hy a n d  silen t ,  E u n a n e  only
giving  m e  m o r e  t h a n  a  m o nosyllabic a n s w e r  to  my  r e m a rks,
a n d  eve n  E u n a n e  n eve r  s p e akin g  s ave  in r e ply to  m e .  
A t rivial incide n t ,  how ever, b rok e  t h ro u g h  t his  r e s e rve,
a n d  affo rd e d  m e  a  fir s t  t a s t e  of t h e  p e t ty  do m e s tic
vexa tions  in s to r e  for  m e .   The  b eve r a g e  m os t  to
my  liking  w a s  alw ays  t h e  carcara—juice
flavou r e d  wi t h  ro a s t e d  ke r n el s,  so m e t hin g  r e s e m bling
coffee  in t a s t e .   On  t his  occ asion  t h e  carcara
a n d  a no t h e r  favou ri t e  di sh  h a d  a  t a s t e  so  p ec ulia r
t h a t  I p u s h e d  bo t h  a sid e  al mos t  u n to uc h e d.   On
obs e rving  t his, t h e  r e s t—E nva,  Lee noo, Elfe,
a n d  Ei r al e—took occ a sion  to  c ri ticise  t h e
a r t icles  in  q u e s tion  wi th  s uc h  r e m a rk s  a n d  g ri m a c e s
a s  ill-b r e d  c hild r e n  mig h t  ven t u r e  for  t h e  a n noya nc e
of a n  inexp e rie nc e d  sis t er.  I h e si t a t e d  to  r e p r e s s
t his  ou t b r e a k  a s  it d e s e rv e d,  till E u n a n e’s
bi t t e r  m o r tifica tion  w a s  evide n t  in h e r  b rig h t e nin g
colou r  a n d  t h e  do u b tful, h alf-a p p e aling  gl a nc e  of
t e a rful eyes.   The n  a  r e b uk e,  s uc h  a s  mig h t  h ave
b e e n  a p p ro p ri a t ely a d d r e s s e d  yes t e r d ay to  t h e s e  r u d e
sc hool-gi rls  by t h ei r  gove r n e s s,  a t  onc e  silenc e d
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t h e m.   As w e  ro s e,  I a sk e d  Eve e n a,  w ho, wi th  m o r e
cou r t e sy t h a n  t h e  r e s t  of u s ,  h a d  finish e d  h e r  po r tion—

“Is t h e r e  a ny jus tice  in t h e s e  r e p ro ac h e s?  
I c e r t ainly do n’t like  t h e  c a r c a r a  to-d ay, b u t
it  do e s  no t  follow t h a t  E u n a n e  is in faul t .”

The  r e s t ,  E u n a n e  includ e d,  looke d  t h ei r  a n noya nc e
a t  t his  a p p e al; b u t  Eve e n a’s t e m p e r  a n d  kind n e s s
w e r e  p roof a g ain s t  p e t ul a nc e.

“The  c a r c a r a  is in faul t ,” s h e  s aid; “bu t
I do n’t  t hink  E u n a n e  is.  In  lea r nin g  cooke ry
a t  sc hool s h e  h a d  h e r  m a t e ri als  s u p plied  to  h e r ;  t his
ti m e  t h e  carv e  h a s  p ro b a bly given  h e r  a n  u n rip e
o r  ove r rip e  frui t  w hich  h a s  s poiled  t h e  w hole.”

“And do  you  no t  know  rip e  fro m  u n rip e  frui t?”
I inq ui r e d,  t u r nin g  to  E u n a n e.

“How s ho uld  s h e?” in t e r pos e d  Eve e n a.  
“I do u b t  if s h e  eve r  s a w  t h e m  g rowin g.”

“How so?” I a sk e d  of E u n a n e.

“It  is t r u e ,” s h e  a n s w e r e d.   “I
n eve r  w e n t  b eyon d  t h e  w alls  of ou r  pl ayg rou n d  till
I c a m e  h e r e ;  a n d  t ho u g h  t h e r e  w e r e  a  few flowe r-b e d s
in t h e  inn e r  g a r d e n s,  t h e r e  w e r e  no n e  b u t  s h a d e  t r e e s
a m o n g  t h e  t u rf  a n d  conc r e t e  ya r d s  to  w hich  w e  w e r e
confine d.”
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“I s ho uld  h ave  know n  no  b e t t er,” obs e rve d
Eve e n a;  “bu t  b eing  b ro u g h t  u p  a t  ho m e,  I le a r n e d
to  know  all t h e  pl a n t s  in my fa th e r’s  g ro u n ds,
w hich  w e r e  m o r e  va rious,  I b elieve,  t h a n  u s u al.”

“The n,” I s aid,  “Eu n a n e  h a s  a  n e w
life  a n d  a  m ul ti t u d e  of n e w  ple a s u r e s  b efo r e  h er. 
H a s  t his  p e ris tyle  given  you  you r  fi r s t  sigh t  of flow e r s
b eyon d  t hos e  in  t h e  b e d s  of you r  N u r s e ry?  And
h ave  you n eve r  s e e n  a ny thing  of t h e  world  a bo u t  you?”

“N ever,” s h e  s aid.   “And Eve e n a’s
exc us e  for  m e  is, I b elieve,  p e rfec tly t r u e .  
The  c a rve  m u s t  h av e  b e e n  s t u pid,  b u t  I kn e w  no  b e t t er.”

“Well,” I r ejoine d,  “you  m u s t  forgive
t h e  bi rd,  a s  w e  m u s t  exc us e  you  for  s poiling  ou r  b r e a kfa s t .  
I will con t rive  t h a t  you  s h all know m o r e  of frui ts
a n d  flowe r s  b efor e  long.   In  t h e  m e a n ti m e,  you
will p ro b a bly h av e  a  diffe r e n t  if no t  a  wide r  view
fro m  t his  roof t h a n  fro m  t h a t  of you r  N u r s e ry.”

Afte r  all, E u n a n e’s gi rlhood, typical of t h e
w hole  life  of m a ny  M a r ti al wo m e n,  h a d  no t ,  I s u p pos e,
b e e n  m o r e  d r e a ry  o r  confine d  t h a n  t h a t  of c hild r e n
in Londo n,  Ca n ton,  o r  Calcu t t a .   But  t his  incide n t ,
r e min ding  m e  how  d r e a ry  a n d  limi t e d  t h a t  life  w a s,
s e rve d  to  excus e  in my eyes  t h e  p e t tin e s s  a n d  pove r ty
of t h e  ch a r ac t e r s  it  h a d  p ro d uc e d.   A M a r ti al
wo m a n’s w hole  exp e ri e nc e  m ay  w ell b e  confine d
wi thin  a  few a c r e s,  a n d  fro m  t h e  c r a dle  to  t h e  g r ave
s h e  m ay s e e  no  m o r e  of t h e  world  t h a n  c a n  b e  disce r n e d
fro m  t h e  roof of h e r  sc hool o r  h e r  h u s b a n d’s
ho m e.

E u n a n e,  wi th  t h e  a s sis t a n c e  of t h e  a m b a u,  b u si ed  h e r s elf
in  r e moving  t h e  r e m ains  of t h e  m e al.  The  o t h e r
five, p u t ti ng  on  t h ei r  veils, s c a m p e r e d  u p  t h e  incline d
pla n e  to  t h e  roof, m u c h  like  child r e n  r el e a s e d  fro m
t a ble  o r  fro m  t a sks .   Tu r ning  to  Eve e n a,  w ho  s till
r e m ain e d  b e sid e  m e ,  I s aid—
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“Ge t  you r  veil, a n d  co m e  ou t  wi th  m e;  I h av e
no t  ye t  a n  ide a  w h e r e  w e  a r e ,  a n d  sc a r c ely a  no tion
w h a t  t h e  g ro u n ds  a r e  like.”

S h e  followe d  m e  to  my  a p a r t m e n t ,  ou t  of w hich,  op e n e d
t h e  on e  s h e  h a d  c hos e n,  a n d  a s  t h e  window clos e d  b e hin d
u s  s h e  s pok e  in  a  to n e  of a p p e al—

“Do no t  insis t  on  my a c co m p a nying  you. 
As you  b a d e  m e  alw ays  s p e a k  my  t hou g h t ,  I h a d  m u c h
r a t h e r  you  wo uld  t ak e  on e  of t h e  o t h e r s .”

“You p rofe ss e d ,” I s aid,  “ to t ak e
e s p e cial pl e a s u r e  in a  w alk wi th  m e ,  a n d  t hi s  ti m e
I will b e  c a r eful t h a t  you  a r e  no t  ove r ti r e d.”

“Of cou r s e  I s hould  like  it,” s h e  a n s w e r e d;
“bu t  i t would  no t  b e  jus t.   Ple a s e  le t  m e
t his  ti m e  r e m ain  to  t ak e  my p a r t  of t h e  ho u s e hold
d u tie s,  a n d  m a k e  mys elf a c q u ain t e d  wi th  t h e  ho us e .  
Choos e  you r  co m p a nion  a m o n g  t h e  o t h e r s,  w ho m  you h av e
sc a rc ely no tic e d  ye t .”

P r efe r ring  no t  only Eve e n a’s  co m p a ny, b u t  eve n
my  ow n,  to  t h a t  of a ny of t h e  six, a n d  feeling  mys elf
no t  a  lit tle  d e p e n d e n t  on  h e r  g uid a nc e  a n d  expla n a tions,
I r e m o n s t r a t e d .   But  finding  t h a t  h e r  s e n s e  of
jus tice  a n d  kind n e ss  wo uld  yield  to  no t hing  s ho r t  of
di r e c t  co m m a n d,  I g ave  w ay.

“You forg e t  m y  pl e a s u r e ,” I s aid
a t  las t .   “But  if you  will no t  go,  you  m u s t
a t  le a s t  t ell m e  w hich  I a m  to  t ak e.   I will no t
p r e t e n d  to  h av e  a  c hoice  in t h e  m a t t er.”
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“Well, t h e n ,” s h e  a n s w e r e d,  “I s ho uld
b e  gl a d  to  s e e  you  t ak e  E u n a n e.   S h e  is, I t hink,
t h e  eld e s t ,  a p p a r e n tly t h e  m os t  in t ellige n t  a n d  co m p a nion a ble,
a n d  s h e  h a s  h a d  on e  m o r tifica tion  al r e a dy s h e  h a r dly
d e s e rve d.”

“And is m u c h  t h e  p r e t ti e s t ,” I a d d e d  m aliciously. 
Bu t  Eve e n a  w a s  inca p a ble  of eve n  u n d e r s t a n din g  so
di r e c t  a n  a p p e al  to  feminin e  jealousy.

“I t hink  so,” s h e  s aid; “m uc h  t h e
p r e t ti e s t  a m o n g  u s .   Bu t  t h a t  will m a k e  no  diffe r e nc e
u n d e r  h e r  veil.”

“And m u s t  s h e  ke e p  do w n  h e r  veil,” I a sk e d,
“in ou r  ow n  g ro u n d s?”

Eve e n a  lau g h e d.   “Wh e r eve r  s h e  mig h t  b e
s e e n  by a ny m a n  b u t  you r s elf.”

“Call h e r  t h e n ,” I a n s w e r e d.

Eve e n a  h e si t a t e d .   Bu t  h aving  s ucc e s sfully c a r ri e d
h e r  ow n  w ay on  t h e  m ain  q u e s tion,  s h e  wo uld  no t  r e n e w
h e r  r e m o n s t r a n c e s  on  a  mino r  poin t ;  a n d  finding  h e r
a bo u t  to  join t h e  r e s t ,  s h e  d r e w  E u n a n e  a p a r t .  
E u n a n e  c a m e  u p  to  m e  alon e,  Eve e n a  h aving  b u si e d  h e r s elf
in  so m e  ot h e r  p a r t  of t h e  ho u s e .   S h e  a p p ro ac h e d
slowly a s  if r eluc t a n t ,  a n d  s tood  sile n t  b efo r e  m e ,
h e r  m a n n e r  by no  m e a n s  exp r e s sive  of s a tisfac tion.

“Eve e n a  t hou g h t ,” I s aid,  “ th a t
you  wo uld  like  to  a cco m p a ny m e;  b u t  if no t,  you  m ay
t ell h e r  so; a n d  t ell h e r  in t h a t  c a s e  t h a t  s h e  m u s t
co m e.”

“But  I s h all b e  gl a d  to  go  w h e r eve r  you  pl e a s e,”
r e plied  E u n a n e.   “Eve e n a  did  no t  t ell m e
w hy you  s e n t  for  m e ,  a n d”——

“And you w e r e  af r aid  to  b e  scolde d  for  s poiling
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t h e  b r e a kfas t?   You h av e  h e a r d  q ui t e  e no u g h  of
t h a t .”

“You d ro p p e d  a  wo r d  las t  nig h t ,” s h e  a n s w e r e d,
“w hich  m a d e  m e  t hink  you  wo uld  ke e p  you r  di sple a s u r e
till you  h a d  m e  alon e.”

“Quit e  t r u e ,” I s aid,  “if I h a d
a ny dis ple a s u r e  to  ke e p.   Bu t  you  mig h t  s poil
a  doze n  m e als,  a n d  no t  vex m e  h alf a s  m u c h  a s  t h e  o t h e r s
did.”

“Why?” s h e  a sk e d  in s u r p ris e.   “Girls
a n d  wo m e n  alw ays  s pi t e  on e  a no t h e r  if t h ey  h ave  a
c h a n c e,  e s p eci ally on e  w ho  is in di sfavou r  o r  dis g r a c e
wi th  a u t ho ri ty.”

“So m u c h  t h e  wo r s e ,” I a n s w e r e d.  
“And now—you know  a s  m u c h  o r  a s  lit tle
of t h e  ho u s e  a s  a ny of u s;  find  t h e  w ay in to  t h e  g ro u n d s.”

A n a r row  door, no t  of c rys t al  a s  u s u al, b u t  of m e t al
p ain t e d  to  r e s e m ble  t h e  w alls, led  di r ec tly fro m  on e
co r n e r  of t h e  p e ris tyle  in to t h e  g ro u n d s  ou t side.  
I h a d  infe r r e d  on  my  a r r ival, by t h e  dis t a nc e  fro m
t h e  ro a d  to  t h e  ho us e,  t h a t  t h ei r  ex t e n t  w a s  conside r a ble,
b u t  I w a s  s u r p ris e d  alike  by  t h ei r  size  a n d  a r r a n g e m e n t.  
On  t wo  sides  t h ey w e r e  bo u n d e d  by a  w all a bo u t  fou r
h u n d r e d  ya rd s  in leng t h—t h a t  p a r tin g  t h e m
fro m  t h e  ro a d  w a s  a bo u t  t wic e  a s  long.  They w e r e
laid  ou t  wi th  few of t h e  u s u al  o rc h a r d  plo t s  a n d  b e d s
of diffe r e n t  frui t s  a n d  veg e t a ble s,  b u t  r a t h e r  in
t h e  for m  of a  s m all p a rk,  wit h  t r e e s  of va rious  so r t s ,
a m o n g  w hich  t h e  frui t  t r e e s  w e r e  a  mino ri ty.  The
s u rfac e  w a s  b rok e n  by n a t u r al  r i sing  g ro u n ds  a n d  a r tificial
t e r r ac e s;  t h e  soil w a s  t u rfe d  in  t h e  m a n n e r  I h ave
p r eviously d e s c rib e d,  wi th  mi n u t e  pl a n t s  of diffe r e n t
colou r s  a r r a n g e d  in b a n d s  a n d  p a t t e r n s .   H e r e
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a n d  t h e r e  w a s  a  g a r d e n  consis ting  of a  va rie ty of flowe r-b e d s
a n d  flowe ring  s h r u b s;  b ro a d  conc r e t e  p a t h s  winding
t h ro u g ho u t ,  a n d  a  b e a u tiful silve r  s t r e a m  m e a n d e rin g
hi t h e r  a n d  t hi t h er, a n d  filling  s eve r al  s m all po n d s
a n d  foun t ains.   Tha t  t h e  g ro u n ds  im m e dia t ely a p p e r t aining
to  t h e  ho u s e  w e r e  no t  in t e n d e d  a s  u s u al  for  t h e  p u r pos e s
of a  fa r m  o r  ki tch e n-g a r d e n  w a s  evide n t .   The  r e a so n
b ec a m e  e q u ally a p p a r e n t  w h e n,  looking  tow a r d s  t h e
no r t h,  w h e r e  no  w all bo u n d e d  t h e m,  I s a w—over
a  g a t e  in  t h e  mid dle  of a  d e n s e  h e d g e  of flow e ring
s h r u b s,  w hich,  wi th  a  di tc h  b eyon d  it, for m e d  t h e
limit  of t h e  p a rk  in  t h a t  di r e c tion—a n
ext e nsive  fa r m  divide d  by t h e  u s u al  di tc h e s  in to  so m e
t w e n ty-five  o r  t hi r ty di s tinc t  fields,  a n d  m o r e  t h a n
a  s q u a r e  mile  in ex t e n t .   This, a s  E u n a n e’s
n a tive  inq uisi tiven es s  a n d  q uickn e s s  h a d  al r e a dy lea r n t ,
for m e d  p a r t  of t h e  e s t a t e  a t t ac h e d  to  t h e  m a n sion  a n d
b e s tow e d  u po n  m e  by t h e  Ca m p t a .   I t  w a s  a d mi r a bly
c ul tiva t e d,  con t aining  o rc h a r d s ,  fields  rich  wi t h
va rious  t h riving  c ro ps,  a n d  p a s t u r e s  g r az e d  by t h e
U nico r n  a n d  o th e r  of t h e  do m e s tic  bi r d s  a n d  b e a s t s
k e p t  to  s u p ply M a r ti al t a bl e s  wi t h  milk, e g g s ,  a n d
m e a t ;  p ro d u cing  n e a rly eve ry co m m o di ty to  w hic h  t h e
clim a t e  w a s  s ui t e d,  a n d,  a s  a  ve ry s ho r t  obs e rva tion
a s s u r e d  m e,  c a p a ble  of yielding  a  fa r  g r e a t e r  inco m e
t h a n  wo uld  s uffice  to  s u s t ain  in luxu ry a n d  s ple n do u r
a  ho us e hold  la rg e r  t h a n  t h a t  e nforc e d  u po n  m e.  
We w alke d  in t his  di r ec tion,  my  co m p a nion  t alking
flue n tly e no u g h  w h e n  onc e  I h a d  s e t  h e r  a t  e a s e ,  a n d
s e e min gly fre e  fro m  t h e  s hyn e s s  a n d  ti midi ty w hich
Eve e n a  h a d  a t  fir s t  di spl ayed.   S h e  p a u s e d  w h e n
w e  r e a c h e d  a  b ridg e  t h a t  s p a n n e d  t h e  di tc h  dividing
t h e  g ro u n d s  fro m  t h e  fa r m,  a w a r e  t h a t ,  s ave  on  s p eci al
invit a tion,  s h e  mi g h t  no t,  eve n  in my co m p a ny, go
b eyon d  t h e  for m er.  I led  h e r  on,  how ever, till
soon  af t e r  w e  h a d  c ros s e d  t h e  di tch  I s a w  a  m a n  a p p ro a c hin g
u s.   On  t his,  I d e si r e d  E u n a n e  to  r e m ain  w h e r e
s h e  w a s,  s e a ting  h e r  a t  t h e  foot  of a  frui t  t r e e  in
on e  of t h e  o rc h a r d  plo t s,  a n d  p roc e e d e d  to  m e e t  t h e
s t r a n g er.  Afte r  exch a n gin g  t h e  u s u al  s alu t e ,
h e  c a m e  im m e dia t ely to  t h e  poin t .
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“I t hou g h t ,” h e  s aid,  “ th a t  you
wo uld  no t  c a r e  you r s elf to  u n d e r t ak e  t h e  c ul tiva tion
of so  ex t e nsive  a n  e s t a t e .   Ind e e d,  t h e  m e r e  s u p e rin t e n d e nc e
wo uld  occ u py t h e  w hole  of on e  m a n’s  a t t e n tion,
a n d  it s  p ro p e r  c ul tiva tion  wo uld  b e  t h e  wo rk  of six
o r  eig h t .   I h ave  h a d  so m e  li t tle  exp e ri e nc e  in
a g ricul tu r e,  a n d  d e t e r min e d  to  a sk  for  t his  ch a r g e .”

“And w ho  h a s  r e co m m e n d e d  you?” I s aid.  
“Or  h av e  you  a ny so r t  of in t rod uc tion  o r  c r e d e n ti als
to  m e ?”

H e  m a d e  a  sign  w hich  I im m e dia t ely r e cog nise d.  
Ca u tion,  how ever, w a s  impos e d  by t h e  law to  w hich
t h a t  sign  a p p e ale d.

“You c a n  r e a d ,” I s aid,  “by s t a rligh t?”

“Be t t e r  t h a n  by a ny o t h er,” h e  r ejoin e d
wi th  a  s mile.

On e  o r  t wo  m o r e  toke ns  int e r c h a n g e d  left  m e  no  do u b t
t h a t  t h e  claim  w a s  g e n uin e,  a n d,  of cou r s e ,  i r r e sis tible.

“Enou g h,” I r e plied.   “You m ay
t ak e  e n ti r e  c h a r g e  on  t h e  u s u al t e r m s ,  w hich,  do u b tle s s,
you  know  b e t t e r  t h a n  I.”
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“You t r u s t  m e  t h e n,  a b solu t ely?” h e  s aid,
in  a  ton e  of so m e  li t tle  s u r p ri s e.

“In t r u s ting  you,” I r e plied,  “I
t r u s t  t h e  Zin t a.   I a m  tole r a bly s u r e  to  b e  s afe
in h a n d s  r e co m m e n d e d  by t h e m.”

“You a r e  rig h t ,” h e  s aid,  “a n d  ho w
righ t  t his  will p rove  to  you,” a n d  h e  pl ac e d
in my h a n d  a  s m all c ak e  u po n  w hich  w a s  s t a m p e d  a n  imp r e s sion
of t h e  sign e t  t h a t  I h a d  s e e n  on  Es mo’s w ris t .  
Whe n  h e  s a w  t h a t  I r e co g nis e d  it,  h e  took it b a ck,
a n d,  b r e akin g  it in to fr a g m e n t s ,  c h e w e d  a n d  s w allow e d
it.

“This,” h e  s aid,  “wa s  give n  m e  to
avouc h  t h e  following  m e s s a g e:—Ou r  Chiefs
a r e  info r m e d  t h a t  t h e  Or d e r  is t h r e a t e n e d  wi t h  a  novel
d a n g er.  Sys t e m a tic  p e r s e c u tion  by  op e n  force
o r  by  law h a s  b e e n  a t t e m p t e d  a n d  d efe a t e d  a g e s  a go,
a n d  will h a r dly b e  t r i e d  a g ain.   Wh a t  s e e m s  to
b e  in t e n d e d  now  is t h e  d e s t r uc tion  of ou r  Chiefs,
individu ally, by  s ec r e t  m e a n s—m e a n s  w hich
it  is s u p pos e d  w e  s h all no t  b e  a bl e  to  t r a c e  to  t h e
ins tiga to r s,  eve n  if w e  s ho uld  d e t e c t  t h ei r  ins t r u m e n t s.”

“But,” I r e m a r k e d,  “thos e  w ho  h av e
w a r n e d  you  of t h e  d a n g e r  m u s t  know fro m  w ho m  it  p roc e e d s,
a n d  t hos e  w ho  a r e  e m ploye d  in s uc h  a n  a t t ack  m u s t
r u n  no t  only t h e  o r din a ry  risk  of a s s a s sins,  b u t  t h e
fu r t h e r  r i sk  e n t ailed  by t h e  p e c ulia r  pow e r s  of t hos e
t h ey a s s ail.”

“Thos e  po w e r s ,” h e  a n s w e r e d,  “th ey
do  no t  u n d e r s t a n d  o r  r e co g nise .   The  ins t r u m e n t s,
I p r e s u m e,  will b e  e ncou r a g e d  by a n  a s s u r a n c e  t h a t
t h e  Cou r t s  a r e  in t h ei r  favour, a n d  by a  pl ed g e  in
t h e  las t  r e so r t  t h a t  t h ey  s h all b e  p ro t ec t e d .  
The  exc e p tion al  c us to m s  of ou r  Ord er, e s p e cially t h ei r
r efus al  to  s e n d  t h ei r  c hild r e n  in to  t h e  p u blic N u r s e ri e s,
m a r k  ou t  a n d  ide n tify t h e m;  a n d  t ho u g h  ou r  pl ac e s  of
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m e e ting  a r e  conc e ale d  a n d  h ave  n eve r  b e e n  inva d e d,
t h e  fac t  t h a t  w e  do  m e e t  a n d  t h e  p e r son s  of t hos e
w ho  a t t e n d  c a n  h a r dly b e  conc e ale d.”

“But,” I a sk e d,  “if a  ch a r g e  of
a s s a s sin a tion  is onc e  m a d e  a n d  p rove d,  ho w  c a n  t h e
Cou r t s  r efu s e  to  do  jus tice?   Ca n  t h e  ins tiga to r s
p ro t e c t  t h e  c ulp ri t  wi t ho u t  co m mit ting  t h e m s elves?”

“They would  a p p e al, I do  no t  do u b t ,  to  a  law,
p a s s e d  m a ny a g e s  a go  wi th  a  s p e ci al r e g a r d  to  ou r s elves,
b u t  w hic h  h a s  no t  b e e n  a p plied  for  a  sco r e  of c e n t u ri e s,
p u t ti ng  t h e  m e m b e r s  of a  s ec r e t  r eligious  socie ty
b eyon d  t h e  p al e  of leg al p ro t e c tion.   Tha t  w e  s h all
ul tim a t ely find  t h e m  ou t  a n d  ave n g e  ou r s elves,  you
n e e d  no t  do u b t .   Bu t  in t h e  m e a n ti m e  eve ry  know n
dis s e n tie n t  fro m  t h e  c us to m s  of t h e  m ajo ri ty is in
d a n g er, a n d  p e r son s  of no t e  o r  p ro min e nc e  e s p e cially
so.  N ex t  to  Es mo  a n d  hi s  son,  t h e  h u s b a n d  of
his  d a u g h t e r  is, p e r h a p s ,  in a s  m u c h  p e ril a s  a ny
on e.   N o  op e n  a t t e m p t  on  you r  life  will b e  a dve n t u r e d
a t  p r e s e n t ,  w hile  you  r e t ain  t h e  favou r  of t h e  Ca m p t a.  
Bu t  you h av e  m a d e  a t  le as t  on e  m o r t al  a n d  pow e rful
e n e my, a n d  you  m ay  pos sibly b e  t h e  objec t  of w ell-conside r e d
a n d  p e r sis t e n t  sc h e m e s  of a s s a s sin a tion.   On  t h e
o th e r  h a n d,  n ex t  to  ou r  Chief a n d  his  so n,  you  h ave
a  p a r a m o u n t  claim  on  t h e  p ro t ec tion  of t h e  Ord e r;
a n d  t hos e  w ho  wi t h  m e  will t ak e  c h a r g e  of you r  affai r s
h ave  al so  c h a r g e  to  w a tc h  vigilan tly ove r  you r  life. 
If you  will t r u s t  m e  b efo r e h a n d  wi th  knowle d g e  of all
you r  m ove m e n t s ,  I t hink  you r  c hief p e ril will lie
in  t h e  on e  s p h e r e  u po n  w hich  w e  c a n no t  in t r u d e—you r
ow n  ho u s e hold; a n d  Clavel t a  di r e c t s  you r  ow n  s p e ci al
a t t e n tion  to  t his  q u a r t er.  Im m e dia t e  d a n g e r  c a n
sc a rc ely t h r e a t e n  you  a s  ye t ,  s ave  fro m  a  wo m a n’s
h a n d.”
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“Poison?”

“P rob a bly,” h e  r e t u r n e d  coolly.  “But
of t h e  d e t ails  of t h e  plo t  ou r  Cou ncil a r e ,  I b elieve,
a s  a b solu t ely igno r a n t  a s  of t h e  q u a r t e r  fro m  w hich
it  p roc e e d s.”

“And how,” I inqui r e d,  “ca n  it  b e
t h a t  t h e  wi t n e s s  w ho  h a s  infor m e d  you  of t h e  plo t
h a s  wi th h eld  t h e  n a m e s,  wi t ho u t  w hich  his  info r m a tion
is so  imp e rf ec t,  a n d  s e rve s  r a t h e r  to  al a r m  t h a n  to
p ro t e c t  u s?”

“You know,” h e  r e plied,  “th e  kind
of mys t e rious  p e r c e p tion  to  w hich  w e  c a n  r e so r t ,  a n d
a r e  p ro b a bly a w a r e  ho w  s t r a n g ely lucid  in so m e  poin t s,
how  s t r a n g ely d a rk e n e d  in o t h e r s ,  is t h e  vision  t h a t
do es  no t  d e p e n d  on  o r din a ry h u m a n  s e n s e s?”

As w e  s poke  w e  h a d  p a s s e d  E u n a n e  onc e  o r  t wice,  w alking
b ackw a r d s  a n d  forw a r d s  along  t h e  p a t h  n e a r  w hich  s h e
s a t .   As my co m p a nion  w a s  a bo u t  to  con tinu e,  w e
w e r e  so  c e r t ainly wi thin  h e r  h e a ring  t h a t  I c h e ck e d
hi m.

“Take  c a r e ,” I s aid; “I know no t hing
of h e r  exc e p t  t h e  Ca m p t a’s c hoice,  a n d  t h a t
s h e  is no t  of u s .”

H e  visibly s t a r t e d .

“I t hou g h t ,” h e  s aid,  “ th a t  t h e
wi tn e s s  of ou r  conve r s a tion  w a s  on e  a t  le a s t  a s  r eli able
a s  you r s elf.  I forgo t  how  it  h a p p e n e d  t h a t  you
h ave  dive r g e d  fro m  t h e  p r u d e n c e  w hich  forbids  ou r
b r e t h r e n  to  a d mi t  to  t h ei r  ho us e holds  alie n s  fro m
t h e  Or d e r  a n d  possible  s pie s  on  it s  s ec r e t s .”

“Of w ho m  do  you s p e a k  a s  Clavelt a?” I
a sk e d.   “I w a s  no t  eve n  a w a r e  t h a t  t h e  Or d e r
h a d  a  single  h e a d.”
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“The  Sign e t ,” r e plied  my frie n d  in evide n t
s u r p ris e,  “should  h ave  dis ting uis h e d  t h e  Arch-E nligh t e n e r
to  d ulle r  sigh t  t h a n  you r s .”

We h a d  no t  s poke n,  of cou r s e ,  till w e  w e r e  a g ain  b eyon d
h e a ring;  b u t  my  co m p a nion  looke d  ro u n d  c a r efully b efor e
h e  p roc e e d e d—

“You will u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  b e t t er, t h e n,  ho w  s t ro n g
is you r  ow n  claim  u po n  t h e  c a r e  of you r  b r e t h r e n ,
a n d  how  confide n tly you  m ay r ely u po n  t h ei r  vigilanc e
a n d  fidelity.”

“I s ho uld  r e g r e t ,” I a n s w e r e d,  “th a t
t h ei r  lives  s hould  b e  riske d  for  min e.   In  d a n g e r s
like  t hos e  a g ains t  w hich  you  could  p ro t ec t  m e ,  I h ave
b e e n  a cc u s to m e d  fro m  boyhood  to  t r u s t  my  ow n  rig h t
h a n d.   Bu t  t h e  fea r  of s e c r e t  a s s a s sin a tion  h a s
oft e n  u n n e rve d  t h e  b r aves t  m e n,  a n d  I will no t  s ay
t h a t  it m ay  no t  dis t u r b  m e .”

“For  you,” h e  a n s w e r e d,  “pe r so n ally
w e  s ho uld  c a r e  a s  for  on e  of ou r  b r e t h r e n  expos e d
to  e s p e ci al d a n g er, For  him  w ho  s ave d  t h e  d e sc e n d a n t
of ou r  Fou n d er, a n d  w ho  in h e r  r ig h t ,  af t e r  h e r  fa t h e r
a n d  b ro t h er, wo uld  b e  t h e  g u a r dia n,  if no t  t h e  h e a d,
of t h e  only r e m aining  fa mily of hi s  line a g e,  on e  a n d
all of u s  a r e  a t  n e e d  bou n d  to  di e.”

Afte r  a  few m o r e  wor d s  w e  p a r t e d ,  a n d  I r ejoine d  E u n a n e,
a n d  led  h e r  b ack  tow a r ds  t h e  ho us e .   I h a d  lea r n t
to  conside r  t aci t u r ni ty a  m a t t e r  of cou r s e,  exc e p t
w h e r e  t h e r e  w a s  a c t u al  occ a sion  for  s p e e c h;  b u t  E u n a n e
h a d  c h a t t e r e d  so  flue n tly a n d  fra nkly jus t  b efo r e,
t h a t  h e r  a b solu t e  silenc e  mig h t  h ave  s u g g e s t e d  to
m e  t h e  possibili ty t h a t  s h e  h a d  h e a r d  a n d  w a s  po n d e ring
t hin gs  no t  in t e n d e d  for  h e r  knowle d g e,  h a d  I b e e n
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les s  p r eocc u pied.   E n u r e d  to  t h e  p e rils  of w ar,
of t h e  ch a s e ,  of E a s t e r n  diplo m a cy, a n d  of t r avel
in  t h e  wildes t  p a r t s  of t h e  E a r t h ,  I do  no t  p r e t e n d
indiffe r e nc e  to  t h e  fea r  of a s s a s sin a tion,  a n d  e s p ecially
of poison.   C ro m w ell, a n d  o th e r  soldie r s  of e q u al
n e rve  a n d  cle a r e r  conscie nc e ,  h ave  foun d  t h ei r  iron
cou r a g e  so r ely s h ak e n  by a  p e ril a g ains t  w hich  no
p r e c a u tions  w e r e  effec tive  a n d  fro m  w hich  t h ey could
no t  e njoy a n  ho u r’s s ec u ri ty.  The  inces s a n t
con tinuo us  s t r ain  on  t h e  n e rves  is, I s u p pos e,  t h e
c hief el e m e n t  in t h e  p e c ulia r  d r e a d  wi th  w hich  b r ave
m e n  h ave  r e g a r d e d  t his  kind  of p e ril; a s  t h e  b e s t  t roops
c a n no t  e n d u r e  to  b e  u n d e r  fi r e  in  t h ei r  c a m p.  
Weighing,  how ever, t h e  p ro b a bili ty t h a t  gi rls  w ho
h a d  b e e n  s el ec t e d  by t h e  Sove r eig n,  a n d  h a d  left  t h ei r
N u r s e ry  only to  p a s s  di r ec tly in to  my ho u s e ,  could
h ave  b e e n  al r e a dy b rib e d  o r  s e d uc e d  to  b e co m e  t h e
ins t r u m e n t s  of m u r d e ro us  t r e a c h e ry, I foun d  it  b u t
sligh t;  a n d  b efo r e  w e  r e a c h e d  t h e  ho us e  I h a d  m a d e
u p  my mi n d  to  di sc a r d  t h e  a p p r e h e n sions  o r  p r ec a u tions
r e co m m e n d e d  to  m e  on  t h ei r  a ccou n t .   Fa r  b e t t er,
if n e e d  b e ,  to  di e  by poison  t h a n  to  live in ho u rly
t e r ro r  of it.   Be t t e r  to  b e  m u r d e r e d  t h a n  to  s u s p e c t
of s ec r e t  t r e a so n  t hos e  wi th  w ho m  I m u s t  m ain t ain  t h e
m os t  in tim a t e  r ela tions,  a n d  w hos e  s ex a n d  yea r s  m a d e
it  in tole r a ble  to  b elieve  t h e m  c rimin al.  I dis miss e d
t h e  t ho u g h t ,  t h e n;  a n d  b elieving  t h a t  I h a d  p ro b a bly
w ro n g e d  t h e m  in allowing  it to  d w ell for  a  m o m e n t
in my min d,  I fel t  p e r h a p s  m o r e  t e n d e rly t h a n  b efor e
tow a r d s  t h e m,  a n d  c e r t ainly indispos e d  to  n a m e  to
Eve e n a  a  s u s picion  of w hich  I w a s  mys elf a s h a m e d.  
Pe r h a p s,  too, you t h  a n d  b e a u ty w eig h e d  in my conclusion
m o r e  t h a n  cool r e a so n  wo uld  h ave  allow e d.   A M a r ti al
p rove r b  s ays—

  “Trus t  a  foe,  a n d  you m ay  r u e  it;
   Trus t  a  frien d,  a n d  p e ri sh  t h rou g h
it. 
   Trus t  a  wo m a n  if you  will;—
   Thrice  b e t r aye d,  you’ll t r u s t
h e r  s till.”
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As to  t h e  g e n e r al w a r ning,  I w a s  wis hful to  cons ul t
Eve e n a ,  a n d  u n willing  to  wi th hold  fro m  h e r  a ny s ec r e t
of my  t ho u g h t s;  b u t  e q u ally ave r s e  to  dis t u r b  h e r
wi th  al a r m s  t h a t  w e r e  t rying  eve n  to  n e rves  s e a so n e d
by t h e  va rie d  exp e rie nc e  of t w e n ty ye a r s  a g ains t  eve ry
op e n  p e ril.

CHAPTER XX — LIFE, SOCIAL AND DOMESTIC.

As w e  a p p ro ac h e d  t h e  ho us e  I c a u g h t  sigh t  of Eve e n a’s
figu r e  a m o n g  t h e  p a r ty g a t h e r e d  on  t h e  roof. 
S h e  h a d  wi tn es s e d  t h e  in t e rview, b u t  h e r  h a bi t u al
a n d  conscie n tious  d efe r e nc e  forb a d e  h e r  to  a sk  a  confide nc e
no t  volun t e e r e d;  a n d  s h e  s e e m e d  fully s a tisfied  w h e n,
on  t h e  fir s t  occ asion  on  w hich  w e  w e r e  alon e,  I told
h e r  sim ply t h a t  t h e  s t r a n g e r  b elong e d  to  t h e  Zint a
a n d  h a d  b e e n  r eco m m e n d e d  by h e r  fa th e r  hi m s elf to
t h e  ch a r g e  of my  e s t a t e .   Thou g h  r eluc t a n t  to  dis t u r b
h e r  min d  wit h  fea r s  s h e  could  no t  s h ak e  off a s  I could,
a n d  w hich  would  m a k e  my eve ry  a b s e nc e  a t  le a s t  a  s e a so n
of t e r ror, t h e  s e n s e  of ins ec u ri ty do u b tl es s  r e n d e r e d
m e  m o r e  a nxious  to  e njoy w h e n eve r  possible  t h e  only
socie ty in  w hic h  it w a s  p e r missible  to  b e  fr a nk  a n d
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off my  g u a r d.   No  m a n  in his  s e n s e s  would  volun t a rily
h ave  a c c e p t e d  t h e  posi tion  w hich  h a d  b e e n  forc e d  u po n
m e.   The  Zvelt a u  n eve r  in t rod uc e  alie ns  in to  t h ei r
ho us e holds.   Their  le ading  ide a s  a n d  fun d a m e n t al
p rinciple s  so  d e e ply affec t  t h e  co n d uc t  of exis t e nc e ,
t h e  m o tives  of a c tion,  t h e  b a s e s  of all m o r al r e a so nin g—so
co m ple t ely do  t h e  infe r e nc e s  d r a w n  fro m  t h e m  a n d  t h e
h a bi t s  of t hou g h t  to  w hich  t h ey  lea d  p e rva d e  a n d  tin g e
t h e  min d,  conscie nc e,  a n d  eve n  lang u a g e—t h a t
t hou g h  it m ay  b e  e a sy  to  “live  in t h e  ligh t
a t  ho m e  a n d  w alk wi t h  t h e  blind  a b ro a d,” ye t
in  t h e  fa milia r  in t e r cou r s e  of ho u s e hold  life ev e n
a  c a u tious  a n d  r e s e rve d  m a n  (an d  I w a s  n ei t h e r)  m u s t
b e t r ay  to  t h e  ke e n  ins tinc tive  p e r c e p tions  of wo m e n
w h e t h e r  h e  t ho u g h t  a n d  fel t  like  t hos e  a ro u n d  hi m,
o r  w a s  t r a n sl a ting  diffe r e n t  t hou g h t s  in to  a n  alie n
lang u a g e.   This  difficul ty is lit tl e  fel t  b e t w e e n
u n b elieve r s  a n d  Ch ris ti a n s.   The  si m ple  c r e e d
of t h e  Zin t a,  how ever, like  t h a t  of t h e  P ro p h e t ,  affec t s
t h e  t ho u g h t  a n d  life  a s  t h e  co m plica t e d  a n d  s u b tle
mys t e ri e s  of m o r e  el a bo r a t e  t h eologies,  m o r e  r efine d
p hilosop hic  sys t e m s  r a r ely do.

On e  of Eve e n a’s favou ri t e  q uo t a tions  bo r e  t h e
u n mis t ak a ble  s t a m p  of Zvel tic  mys ticis m:—

  “Sym bols  t h a t  inve r t  t h e  s e n s e
   Fo r m  t h e  S e al  of P rovide nc e;
   Con t r a dic tion  gives  t h e  key,
   Tim e  u nlocks  t h e  mys t e ry.”

The  d a n g e r  in w hich  my r el a tion  to  t h e  Zint a  a n d  it s
c hi ef involved  m e,  a n d  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of h alf a  doze n
rivals  to  Eve e n a—rivals  al so  to  t h a t  r e g a r d
for  t h e  S t a r  w hich  a t  fi r s t  I fel t  chi efly for  h e r
s ak e—likely a s  t h ey  s e e m e d  to  imp ai r  t h e
s t r e n g t h  a n d  s w e e t n e s s  of t h e  ti e  b e t w e e n  u s,  a c t u ally
wo rk e d  to  consolida t e  a n d  e n d e a r  it.  To e njoy,
exc e p t  on  s e t  occ asions,  wi thou t  cons t a n t  liabili ty
to  in t e r r u p tion,  Eve e n a’s sole  socie ty w a s  no
e a sy m a t t er.  To conc e al  ou r  r e al  s ec r e t ,  a n d
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t h e  fac t  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a  s e c r e t ,  w a s  imp e r a tive.  
Avowe dly exclusive  confide nc e ,  confe r e n c es  fro m  w hich
t h e  r e s t  of t h e  ho u s e hold  w e r e  di r e c tly s h u t  ou t ,
wo uld  h ave  s u g g e s t e d  to  t h ei r  e nvious  t e m p e r s  t h a t
Eve e n a  pl aye d  t h e  s py on  t h e m,  o r  influe nc e d  a n d  a dvise d
t h e  exe r cise  of my  a u t ho ri ty.  To b e  alon e  wi th
h er, t h e r efo r e ,  a s  n a t u r ally a n d  n ec e s s a rily I m u s t
oft e n  wish  to  b e,  r e q ui r e d  m a no e uv r es  a n d  a r r a n g e m e n t s
a s  d elica t e  a n d  difficul t ,  t ho u g h  a s  innoc e n t ,  a s
t hos e  e m ploye d  by e n g a g e d  cou ples  u n d e r  t h e  s t r ic t
conve n tions  of E u rop e a n  ho us e hold  u s a g e;  a n d  t h e  co m p a r a t ive
r a ri ty of s uc h  in t e rview s, a n d  t h e  m a n n e r  in w hich
t h ey h a d  oft e n  to  b e  con t rived  b efor e h a n d,  ke p t  alive
in it s  e a rli es t  fr e s h n e s s  t h e  love  w hich,  if no t  r e ally
di minis h e d,  g e n e r ally lose s  so m e w h a t  of it s  fir s t
bloo m  a n d  d elicacy in t h e  u n r e s t r ain e d  in t e r cou r s e
of m a r r i a g e.   Absolu t ely a n d  solely t r u s t e d ,  a s s u r e d
t h a t  h e r  co m p a ny w a s  e a g e rly sou g h t ,  a n d  a t  le a s t
a s  d e e ply value d  a s  eve r—co m p elled  by  t h e
ide as  of h e r  r a c e  to  a cc e p t  t h e  si t u a tion  a s  n a t u r al
a n d  righ t,  a n d  w holly inc a p a ble  of t h e  p e t ti e r  a n d
m e a n e r  for m s  of jealousy—Eve e n a  w a s  fully
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con t e n t  a n d  h a p py in h e r  r el a tions  wi t h  m e .   Tha t ,
on  t h e  w hole,  s h e  w a s  no t  co mfor t a ble,  o r  a t  lea s t
m u c h  less  so  t h a n  d u ring  ou r  s u d d e nly a b b r evia t e d
ho n ey moon,  w a s  a p p a r e n t;  b u t  h e r  loss  of b rig h t n e s s
a n d  c h e e rfuln e ss  w a s  visible  c hi efly in  h e r  w e a ry  a n d
dow nc a s t  looks  on  a ny occ asion  w h e n,  af t e r  b ein g  a b s e n t
for  so m e  ho u r s  fro m  t h e  ho u s e ,  I c a m e  u po n  h e r  u n a w a r e s .  
In  my p r e s e nc e  s h e  w a s  alw ays  c al m  a n d  p e a c eful, kind,
a n d  s e e min gly a t  e a s e;  a n d  if s h e  s a w  o r  h e a r d  m e
on  my  r e t u r n,  t hou g h  s h e  c a r efully avoide d  a ny a p p e a r a n c e
of e a g e r n e s s  to  g r e e t  m e  soon e r  t h a n  o t h e r s ,  o r  to
claim  e s p eci al a t t e n tion,  s h e  eve r  m e t  m e  wi t h  a  s mile
of w elco m e  a s  fra nk  a n d  b rig h t  a s  a  youn g  b rid e  on
E a r t h  could  give  to  a  h u s b a n d  r e t u r ning  to  h e r  sole
socie ty fro m  a  long  d ay of labo u r  for  h e r  s ak e.

In  so  fa r  a s  co m plianc e  w a s  pos sible  I w a s  co m p elled
to  a d mi t  t h e  wisdo m  of Eve e n a’s pl e a  t h a t  no
op e n  dis tinc tion  s hould  b e  m a d e  in h e r  favour. 
Exce p t  in  t h e  sim ple  fac t  of ou r  affec tion,  t h e r e  w a s
no  a s sig n a ble  r e a so n  for  m a kin g  h e r  my co m p a nion  m o r e
fre q u e n tly t h a n  E u n a n e  o r  Eive.   Exc e p t  t h a t  I
could  t r u s t  h e r  co m ple t ely, t h e r e  w a s  no  dis tinc tion
of a g e ,  social r a nk,  o r  do m e s tic  r el a tion  to  affor d
a  p r e t ext  for  exe m p ting  h e r  fro m  r e s t r ain t s  w hich,
if a t  fir s t  I t hou g h t  t h e m  s e ns el e s s  a n d  s eve r e ,  w e r e
soon  jus tified  by  exp e rie nc e  of t h e  kind  of do m e s tic
con t rol w hich  jus t  e m a n cip a t e d  sc hool-gi rls  exp ec t e d
a n d  r e q ui r e d.   No r  wo uld  s h e  a cc e p t  t h e  im m u ni ty
t a ci tly allow e d  h er.  I t  w as  no t  t h a t  a ny e s t a blish e d
c us to m  or  r igh t  bo u n d e d  t h e  a r bi t r a ry pow e r  of do m e s tic
a u toc r a cy.  The  rig h t  of all b u t  u n bo u n d e d  w ro n g,
t h e  libe r ty of limitles s  c a p rice,  is u n q u e s tion a bly
ves t e d  in  t h e  h e a d  of t h e  ho u s e hold.   Bu t  t h e
ve ry co m ple t e n e s s  of t h e  d e s po tis m  r e n d e r e d  it s  exe rcis e
impossible.   Fo rc e  c a n no t  a c t  w h e r e  t h e r e  is no
r e si s t a n c e .   The  s wor d  of t h e  Pla n t a g e n e t  could
cle ave  t h e  h el m e t  b u t  no t  t h e  q uil t  of dow n.  
I could  do  a s  I ple a s e d  wi thou t  inf ringing  a ny u n d e r s t a n ding
o r  giving  a ny rig h t  to  co m pl ain.
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“But,” s aid  Eve e n a,  “you  h ave  a
s e n s e  of jus tice  w hich  h a s  no t hing  to  do  wi th  law
or  u s a g e.   Even  you r  lan g u a g e  is no t  ou r s .  
You t hink  of r ig h t  a n d  w ro n g,  w h e r e  w e  s hould  s p e ak
only of w h a t  is o r  is no t  p u nis h a ble.   You c a n
m a k e  a  favou ri t e  if you  will p ay  t h e  p rice.   Could
you  e n d u r e  to  b e  h a t e d  in you r  ow n  ho m e,  o r  I to  know
t h a t  you  d e s e rve d  it?  Or, if you could,  could
you  b e a r  to  s e e  m e  h a t e d  a n d  my  life  m a d e  mis e r a ble?”

“They d a r e  no t!” I r e t u r n e d  a n g rily fea ring
t h a t  t h ey h a d  d a r e d ,  a n d  t h a t  s h e  h a d  al r e a dy fel t
t h e  s pi t e  s h e  w a s  so  c a r eful no t  to  p rovoke.

“Do you  t hink  t h a t  fe minin e  m alice  c a n no t  co n t rive
to  e nv e no m  a  doze n  s tings  t h a t  I could  no t  explain
if I wo uld,  a n d  you  could  no t  d e al  wit h  if I did?”

“But,” I r e plied,  “it  s e e m s  a d mi t t e d
t h a t  t h e r e  is no  s uc h  t hin g  a s  r igh t  o r  cus to m.  
As E nva  s aid,  I h ave  bo u g h t  a n d  p aid  for  t h e m,  a n d
m ay do  w h a t  I pl e a s e  wi t hin  t h e  con t r a c t ;  a n d  you  a g r e e
t h a t  is jus t  w h a t  a ny o th e r  m a n  in t his  wo rld  wo uld
do.”
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“Yes,” r e t u r n e d  Eve e n a,  “a n d  I w a tc h e d
your  face  w hile  E nva  s poke.   H ow  did  you  like
h e r  doc t rin e?   Of cou r s e  you  m ay  do  a s  you  pl e a s e—if
you  c a n  ple a s e .   You m ay  silenc e  di scon t e n t ,  you
m ay s u p p r e s s  s pi t eful innu e n dos  a n d  eve n  s ulky looks,
you  m ay  p u t  dow n  m u tiny, by  s h e e r  t e r ror.  Ca n
you?  You m ay  co m m a n d  m e  to  go  wi th  you  w h e n eve r
you  go  ou t;  you  m ay  t ak e  t h e  s a m e  m e a n s  to  m a k e  m e
co m plain  of u nkind n e s s  a s  to  m a k e  t h e m  conc e al  it;
you  m ay  a c t  like  on e  of ou r  ow n  p eo ple,  if you  c a n
s toop  to  t h e  level of t h ei r  min ds.   Bu t  w e  bo t h
know t h a t  you  c a n  do  no t hin g  of t h e  kind.   H ow
could  you  b e a r  to  b e  d riven  in to u n s p a ring  a n d  u n d e s e rve d
s eve ri ty, w ho  c a n  h a r dly b rin g  you r s elf to  e nforc e
t h e  discipline  n e c e s s a ry  to  p e a c e  a n d  co mfo r t  on  t hos e
w ho  will only b e  r ul e d  by fea r  a n d  would  like  you
b e t t e r  if t h ey fea r e d  you  m o r e?   Did you h e a r
t h e  p rove r b  Lee noo  m u t t e r e d ,  ve ry u njus tly, w h e n  s h e
lef t  you r  roo m  yes t e r d ay, ’A favou ri t e  w e a r s
ou t  m a ny  s a n d als’?  N o!  You s e e  t h e
ve ry p h r a s e  wo u n d s  a n d  dis g us t s  you.  Bu t  you
wo uld  find  it  a  t r u e  on e.   Ca n  you  t a k e  ve n g e a nc e
for  a  faul t  you  h ave  you r s elf p rovoke d?   Ca n  you
d ecide  wi thou t  inqui ry, con d e m n  withou t  evide nc e,
p u nis h  wi thou t  h e a ring?   M e n  do  t h e s e  t hings,  of
cou r s e ,  a n d  wo m e n  exp ec t  t h e m.   Bu t  you—I
do  no t  s ay you  would  b e  a s h a m e d  so  to  a c t—you
c a n no t  do  it, a ny  m o r e  t h a n  you  c a n  b r e a t h e  t h e  ai r
of ou r  s now-m o u n t ain s.”

“At all eve n t s,  Eve e n a,  I no  m o r e  d a r e  do  it
in  you r  p r e s e nc e  t h a n  I d a r e  for s w e a r  t h e  Fai th  w e
hold  in co m m o n.”

But  w h a t eve r  Eve e n a  mig h t  ex ac t  o r  I conc e d e,  t h e
dis tinc tion  b e t w e e n  t h e  wife  w ho  co m m a n d e d  a s  m u c h
r e s p e c t  a s  affec tion,  a n d  t h e  gi rls  w ho  could  a t  b e s t
b e  p e t s  o r  playt hings ,  w a s  a p p a r e n t  a g ains t  ou r  will
in  eve ry d e t ail of d aily life a n d  do m e s tic  in t e r co u r s e .  
I t  w a s  alike  impos sible  to  t r e a t  Eve e n a  a s  a  child
a n d  to  r ul e  E nva  o r  Ei r al e  a s  o t h e r  t h a n  child r e n .  
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It  w a s  a s  u n n a t u r al  to  u s e  t h e  ton e  of co m m a n d  or
r e b uk e  to  on e  for  w ho m  my  u n exp r e s s e d  wish e s  w e r e  a b solu t e
law, a s  to  obs e rve  t h e  for m  of r e q u e s t  o r  a dvice  in
di r e c ting  o r  r e p roving  t hos e  w hos e  ob e die nc e  d e p e n d e d
on  t h e  cons e q u e nc e s  of r e b ellion.   I t  only m a d e
m a t t e r s  wo r s e  t h a t  t h e  dis tinc tion  co r r e s po n d e d  b u t
too  a cc u r a t ely to  t h ei r  s eve r al  d e s e r t s .   N o  faul ts
could  h ave  b e e n  so  ir ri t a ting  to  Eve e n a’s co m p a nions
a s  h e r  u n d e nia ble  faul tl es s n e s s.

The  ludic rous  a s p ec t  of my  r el a tion  to  t h e  r e s t  of
t h e  ho u s e hold  w a s  eve n  m o r e  s t riking  t h a n  I h a d  exp ec t e d.  
Tha t  I s hould  find  mys elf in t h e  a b s u r d  posi tion  of
a  m a n  e n t r u s t e d  wi th  t h e  di r ec t  p e r so n al  gove r n m e n t
of h alf-a-doze n  youn g  ladie s  w a s  eve n  “mor e  t r uly
s pok e  t h a n  m e a n t .”  On e  a t  lea s t  a m o n g  t h e m
mig h t  sin gly h ave  m a d e  in t im e  a  no t  u nlovable  wife,
a n d  all, p e r h a p s ,  mig h t  s eve r ally a n d  s e p a r a t ely h ave
b e e n  r e d u c e d  to  conjug al  co m plaisa nc e .   Collec tively,
t h ey  w e r e ,  a s  Eve e n a  h a d  s aid,  a  s e t  of sc hool-gi rls,
a n d  sc hool-gi rls  u s e d  to  s t ric t e r  r e s t r ain t  a n d  m u c h
s h a r p e r  di scipline  t h a n  t hos e  of a  F r e nc h  o r  I t alian
conve n t .   They would  h ave  m a d e  life a  b u r d e n  to
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a  vigo ro us  E n glish  sc hool mis t r e s s,  a n d  imp e rilled
t h e  soul of a ny Lady-Abb es s  w hos e  lis t  of p e r missible
p e n a n c e s  exclud e d  t h e  d a rk  c ell a n d  t h e  scou r g e .  
For t u n a t ely for  bo t h  p a r ti e s,  I h a d  t h e  a dv a n t a g e  of
gove r n e s s  a n d  S u p e rio r  in t h e  n a t u r al  a w e  w hich  gi rls
feel for  t h e  a u t ho ri ty of m a n hood—till
t h ey  h ave  foun d  ou t  of w h a t  sof t  fib r e  m e n  a r e  m a d e—a n d
in t h e  a r tificial fea r  ins pir e d  by  do m e s tic  u s a g e  a n d
t r a di tion.   For  I w a s  soon  a w a r e  t h a t  eve n  on  it s
ridiculous  side  t h e  r el a tion  w a s  no t  to  b e  t rifled
wi th.   The  si m ple  indiffe r e n c e  a  m a n  feels  tow a r ds
t h e  e s c a p a d e s  of gi rlhood  w a s  no t  a p plica ble  to  wo m e n
a n d  wives,  w ho  ye t  lacke d  wo m a nly s e n s e  a n d  t h e  feeling
of conjug al d u ty.  This s e rious  a s p e c t  of t h ei r
posi tion  soon  con t r ac t e d  t h e  indulg e nc e  n a t u r ally
conc e d e d  to  you t h’s h e e dle ss n e s s  a n d  a ni m al
s pi ri t s .   Thes e ,  dis playe d  a t  fir s t  only in  t h e
e n e r gy a n d  e a g e r n e s s  of t h ei r  eve ry m ove m e n t  wi thin
t h e  n a r row  limit s  of conve n tion al u s a g e,  b rok e  all
bo u n d s  w h e n,  af t e r  on e  o r  t wo  h alf-timid,  h alf-ve n t u ro us
exp e ri m e n t s  on  my  p a tie nc e ,  t h ey fel t  t h a t  t h ey h a d,
a t  le a s t  for  t h e  m o m e n t ,  exch a n g e d  t h e  m o noto ny, t h e
m e c h a nical r o u tin e,  t h e  s t e r n  r e p r e s sion  of t h ei r
life  in t h e  g r e a t  N u r s e ri e s,  no t  for  t h e  h a r s h  ho us e hold
discipline  to  w hich  t h ey  n a t u r ally looke d  forw a r d ,
b u t  for  t h e  “loose n e d  zon e” w hich  to  t h e m
s e e m e d  to  p ro mis e  a b solu t e  libe r ty.  Wh e n  no t
im m e dia t ely in my p r e s e nc e  o r  Eve e n a’s, t h ei r
k e e n  e njoym e n t  of a  life so  n ew, t h e  s u d d e n  d evelop m e n t
of t h e  b righ t e r  side  of t h ei r  n a t u r e  u n d e r  ci rc u m s t a n c e s
t h a t  g ave  pl ay to  t h e  vigorous  vitali ty of you t h,
g ave  a s  m u c h  pl e a s u r e  to  m e  a s  to  t h e m s elves.  
Bu t  in con t a c t  wi t h  mys elf o r  Eve e n a  t h ey  w e r e  wo m e n,
a n d  s how e d  only t h e  w ro n g  sid e  of t h e  va ri ed  t ext u r e
of wo m a n hood.   To t h e  m a s t e r  t h ey  w e r e  slaves,
e a c h  a nxious  to  a t t r a c t  his  no tice,  win  his  p r efe r e nc e;
b efo r e  t h e  favou ri t e,  s pi t eful, e nvious  of h e r  a n d
of e a c h  o t h er, bi t t er, m alicious,  a n d  false.  
For  Eve e n a’s s ak e,  i t w a s  impossible  to  look
on  wi th  indole n t  indiffe r e nc e  on  fre aks  of t e m p e r
w hich,  c hildish  in  t h e  for m  t h ey a s s u m e d,  w e r e  e nve no m e d
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by t h e  d elibe r a t e  di slike  a n d  u n s c r u p ulous  cu n ning
of jealous  wo m e n.

But  eve n  on  t h e  childish  side  of t h ei r  c h a r a c t e r  a n d
con d uc t ,  t h ey soon  displ aye d  a  d e t e r min a tion  to  t e s t
by  a c t u al  exp e ri m e n t  t h e  u t m os t  ex t e n t  of t h e  libe r ty
allow e d,  a n d  t h e  n a t u r e  a n d  s ufficiency of it s  limit s.  
E u n a n e  w a s  alw ays  t h e  m os t  a u d a cious  t r e s p a s s e r  a n d
r e p r e s e n t a tive  r e b el.  For t u n a t ely for  h er, t h e
d a rin g  w hich  h a d  b e wilde r e d  a n d  exa s p e r a t e d  fe minine
g u a r dia ns  r a t h e r  a m u s e d  a n d  int e r e s t e d  m e,  giving
so m e  va rie ty a n d  r elief to  t h e  m o no tonou s  a b s u r di ty
of t h e  si t u a tion.   No t hing  in  h e r  con d uc t  w a s  m o r e
r e m a rk a ble  o r  m o r e  c h a r a c t e ris tic  t h a n  t h e  sim plici ty
a n d  good  t e m p e r  wi th  w hich  s h e  g e n e r ally a c c e p t e d
a s  of cou r s e  t h e  les s  a g r e e a ble  cons e q u e n c e s  of h e r
ou t b r e aks;  u nle s s  it  w e r e  t h e  so r t  of n a t u r al  dig ni ty
wi th  w hich,  w h e n  s h e  so  pl e a s e d,  t h e  g a m e  pl aye d  ou t
a n d  it s  forfei t  p aid,  t h e  n a u g h ty  c hild  s u b sid e d  in to
t h e  lively b u t  r a tion al co m p a nion,  a n d  t h e  wo m a n  sim ply
igno r e d  t h e  sc r a p e s  of t h e  sc hool-gi rl.
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As h e r  c h a r a c t e r  s e e m e d  to  u nfold,  Eive’s individu ali ty
b ec a m e  a s  dis tinc tly p a r t e d  fro m  t h e  r e s t  a s  E u n a n e’s,
t hou g h  in a n  opposi t e  di r ec tion.   Co m p a r a tively
ti mid  a n d  indole n t ,  wi thou t  t h ei r  fulnes s  of life,
s h e  s e e m e d  to  m e  lit tle  m o r e  t h a n  a  c hild; a n d  s h e
fell wi th  a p p a r e n t  willing n e s s  in to  t h a t  posi tion,
a c c e p ting  n a t u r ally it s  p rivileg e s  a n d  exe m p tions.  
S h e  alon e  w as  n eve r  in  t h e  w ay, n eve r  vexa tious  o r
exa c ting.   Con t e n t  wi th  t h e  no tice  t h a t  n a t u r ally
fell to  h e r  s h a r e ,  s h e  ob t aine d  t h e  m o r e .   N ev e r
in t r u din g  b e t w e e n  Eve e n a  a n d  mys elf, s h e  alon e  w a s
no t  w holly u n w elco m e  to  s h a r e  ou r  a c cide n t al  p rivacy
w h e n,  in  t h e  p e ri s tyle  o r  t h e  g ro u n d s,  t h e  o t h e r s  left
u s  t e m po r a rily alon e.   On  s uc h  occ asions  s h e  would
oft e n  d r a w  n e a r  a n d  c ro uc h  a t  my  fee t  o r  by Eve e n a’s
side,  c u rling  h e r s elf like  a  ki t t e n  u po n  t h e  t u rf
o r  a m o n g  t h e  cu s hions,  oft e n  r e s ting  h e r  lit tl e  h e a d
u po n  Eve e n a’s kn e e  o r  mi n e;  g e n e r ally silen t ,
b u t  n eve r  so  sile n t  a s  to  s e e m  to  b e  a  s py u po n  ou r
conve r s a tion,  r a t h e r  a s  a  favou ri t e  c hild  p rivileg e d,
in  consid e r a tion  of h e r  q uie t u d e  a n d  h e r  s u p pos e d
h a r mle ss n e s s  a n d  ina t t e n tion,  to  r e m ain  w h e n  o t h e r s
a r e  exclud e d,  a n d  to  h e a r  m u c h  to  w hich  s h e  is s u p pos e d
no t  to  lis t e n.   H aving  no  s p e ci al d u tie s  of h e r
ow n  in t h e  ho us e hold,  s h e  would  w ai t  u po n  a n d  a s sis t
Eve e n a  w h e n eve r  t h e  la t t e r  wo uld  a cc e p t  h e r  a t t e n d a n c e.  
Whe n  t h e  w hole  p a r ty w e r e  a s s e m ble d,  it  w a s  h e r  wo n t
to  c hoos e  h e r  pl ac e  no t  in t h e  ci rcle,  s till le s s
a t  my  sid e—Eve e n a’s ti tle  to  t h e  pos t
of ho nou r  on  t h e  left  b ein g  u n con t e s t e d ,  a n d  E u n a n e
g e n e r ally occu pying  t h e  cus hions  on  my righ t .  
Bu t  Eive,  lying  a t  ou r  fee t ,  would  s u p po r t  h e r s elf
on  h e r  a r m  b e t w e e n  my kn e e  a n d  E u n a n e’s, con t e n t
to  a t t r a c t  my  h a n d  to  pl ay wi th  h e r  c u rl s  o r  s t roke
h e r  h e a d.   U n d e r  s uc h  e ncou r a g e m e n t  s h e  wo uld
c r e e p  on  to  my lap  a n d  r e s t  t h e r e ,  b u t  s eldo m  took
a ny p a r t  in conve r s a tion,  s a ti sfied  wi th  t h e  a t t e n tion
on e  p ays  h alf-consciously to  a  child.   A wor d
t h a t  d ro p p e d  fro m  E nva,  how ever, on  on e  occ a sion,
oblige d  m e  to  obs e rve  t h a t  i t w a s  in  Eve e n a’s
a b s e n c e  t h a t  Eive  alw ays  s e e m e d  m o s t  fully a w a r e  of
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h e r  p rivileg es  a n d  m o s t  lavish  of h e r  childlike  c a r e s s e s.  
The  kind  of no tice  a n d  affec tion  s h e  ob t aine d  did
no t  p rovoke  t h e  e nvy eve n  of Le e noo  o r  Ei r al e.  
S h e  no  m o r e  affec t e d  to  imit a t e  Eve e n a’s a b solu t e
d evotion  t h a n  s h e  ven t u r e d  on  E u n a n e’s r e ckle s s
p e t ul a nc e.   S h e  ke p t  my  in t e r e s t  alive  by t h e
faul ts  of a  s poiled  c hild.  H e r  fre aks  w e r e  alw ays
s uc h  a s  to  d e m a n d  im m e dia t e  r e p r e s sion  wi thou t  p rovoking
s e rious  dis ple a s u r e ,  so  t h a t  t h e  t e m po r a ry di sg r a c e
cos t  h e r  li t tle,  a n d  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  r e concilia tion
s t r e n g t h e n e d  h e r  hold  on  my h e a r t .   Bu t  wit h  Eve e n a,
o r  in h e r  p r e s e n c e,  Eive’s w ayw a r d n e s s  w a s  so
s u p p r e s s e d  o r  con t rolled  t h a t  Eve e n a’s p e r c e p tible
cooln es s  tow a r d s  h e r—it w a s  n ev e r  coldn e ss
o r  u nkind n e s s—so m e w h a t  s u r p ris e d  m e.
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Fe w  M a r ti alis t s ,  w h e n  w e al t hy e no u g h  to  h a n d  ove r
t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  of t h ei r  p ro p e r ty to  o th e r s,  c a r e  to
in t e rfe r e ,  o r  ev e n  to  w a t c h  it s  c ul tiva tion.  
This, ho w ever, to  m e  w a s  a  s u bjec t  of a s  m u c h  int e r e s t
a s  a ny o t h e r  of t h e  m a ny  p e c ulia ri ti es  of M a r ti al
socie ty, co m m e r c e ,  a n d  ind us t ry, w hich  it  conc e r n e d
m e  to  inves tig a t e  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d;  a n d  w h e n  no t  o th e r wis e
e m ploye d,  I s p e n t  g r e a t  p a r t  of my  d ay in w a t c hing,
a n d  now  a n d  t h e n  di r ec ting,  t h e  wo rk  t h a t  w e n t  on  d u rin g
t h e  w hole  of t h e  s u nligh t ,  a n d  no t  u nf r e q u e n tly d u rin g
t h e  nig h t ,  u po n  my fa r m.   Davilo, t h e  s u p e rin t e n d e n t ,
h a d  e n g a g e d  no  few e r  t h a n  eig h t  s u bo r din a t e s,  w ho,
wi th  t h e  a s sis t a nc e  of t h e  a m b a u,  t h e  c a rve e ,  a n d
t h e  el ec t ric  m a c hin es ,  ke p t  eve ry po r tion  of t h e  g ro u n d
in t h e  m o s t  p e rf ec t  s t a t e  of c ul tu r e .   The  m os t
valu a ble  p a r t  of t h e  p rod uc e  consis t e d  of t hos e  fa rin ac eo us
frui t s ,  g ro wing  on  t r e e s  fro m  tw e n ty to  eigh ty fee t
in  h eig h t ,  w hich  for m  t h e  p rincip al el e m e n t  of M a r ti al
food.  Bet w e e n  t h e  t ro pics  t h e s e  t r e e s  yield  ri p e
frui t  t wice  a  ye ar, d u rin g  a  to t al  p e riod  of a bo u t
t h r e e  of ou r  m o n t h s—p e r h a p s  for  a  h u n d r e d
d ays.   Various  go u r d s ,  g rowing  c hiefly on  c a n e s ,
h a n gin g  fro m  long  flexile  s t alks  t h a t  s p rin g  fro m
t h e  top  of t h e  s t e m  a t  a  h eigh t  of fro m  t h r e e  to  eig h t
fee t,  yield  juice  w hich  is e m ploye d  p a r tly in flavou rin g
t h e  va rious  loaves  a n d  c ak e s  in to w hich  t h e  flou r  is
m a d e,  p a r tly in t h e  n u m e ro u s  b eve r a g e s  (neve r  allow e d
to  fe r m e n t ,  a n d  cons e q u e n tly r e q ui ring  to  b e  m a d e
fre s h  eve ry d ay), of w hich  t h e  s m alles t  M a r ti al ho us e hold
h a s  a  g r e a t e r  va rie ty t h a n  t h e  m o s t  luxu rious  p al ac e
of t h e  E a s t .   The  b e s t  a r e  m a d e  fro m  h a r d-skinn e d
frui t s ,  w hos e  w hole  p ulp  is liquified  by pi e r cing  t h e
rind  b efo r e  t h e  frui t  is fully ri p e,  a n d  closing  t h e
o rifice  wi t h  a  w ax-like  s u b s t a n c e,  al mos t  ex ac tly
a c co r din g  to  a  p r a c tice  co m m o n  in diffe r e n t  p a r t s
of Asia.   The  d rinks  a r e  m a d e,  of cou r s e ,  a t  ho m e.  
The  fa rin ac eo us  frui t s  a r e  sold  to  t h e  confec tion e r s ,
w ho  t ak e  al so  a  po r tion  of t h e  milk a n d  all t h e  m e a t
s u p plied  by t h e  p a s t u r e s .   M a ny choice  frui t s
g row  on  s h r u b s,  r a n ging  fro m  t h e  size  of a  la r g e  bl ack
c u r r a n t  t r e e  to  t h a t  of t h e  s m alle s t  goos e b e r ry  b u s h .  

391



Vines  g rowing  along  t h e  g ro u n d  b e a r  clus t e rin g  n u t s,
w hos e  k e r n els  a r e  so m e ti m es  a s  h a r d  a s  t h a t  of a  coco a-n u t ,
so m e ti m e s  al mos t  a s  sof t  a s  b u t t er.  The  la t t e r
wi th  t h e  juicy frui t s,  a r e  p r e s e rve d  if n ec es s a ry  for
a  w hole  yea r  in s to r e ho us e s  d u g  in t h e  g ro u n d  a n d
line d  wi th  conc r e t e ,  in  w hich,  by  c h e mic al m e a n s,
a  t e m p e r a t u r e  a  lit tle  a bove  t h e  fre ezing-poin t  is
s t e a dily m ain t aine d  a t  ve ry t rivial cos t.   The
n u m b e r  of dis h e s  p ro d u cible  by  t h e  mixtu r e  of t h e s e
va rious  m a t e r ials,  wi th  t h e  occ a sion al a d di tion  of
m e a t ,  fish,  a n d  e g g s,  is e no r m o u s;  a n d  it  is only
w h e n  so m e  p a r ticul a r  co m po u n d  is in s p e cial favou r
wi th  t h e  m a s t e r  of t h e  ho u s e  t h a t  it  m a k e s  it s  a p p e a r a n c e
m o r e  t h a n  p e r h a p s  onc e  in t e n  d ays  u po n  t h e  s a m e  t a bl e.  
The  inve n tion  of t h e  confec tion e r s  is exq uisi t e  a n d
inexh a us tible;  a n d  eve ry  t a bl e  is s u p plied  wi th  a
va rie ty of d ain ties  s ufficien t  for  a  fea s t  in  t h e  m o s t
hos pi t a bl e  a n d  w e al thy ho u s e hold  of E u rop e.   M a ny
of t h e  s m alle r  frui t-t r e e s  a n d  s h r u bs  yield  t wo  c ro ps
in t h e  year.  The  veg e t a ble s,  c risp er, a n d  of
m u c h  m o r e  va rie d  t a s t e  t h a n  t h e  b e s t  Ter r e s t ri al s al a ds,
so m e ti m e s  pos s e s sing  a  flavou r  a s  piq ua n t  a s
t h a t  of cinn a m o n  or  n u t m e g,  a r e  g a t h e r e d  con tin uously
fro m  on e  e n d  of t h e  ye a r  to  t h e  o t h er.
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The  vines,  tou g h  a n d  fib rous,  s u p ply t h e  b e s t  a n d
s t ro n g e s t  co r d a g e  u s e d  in M a r s .   For  t his  p u r pos e
t h ey a r e  d rie d,  s t r ipp e d,  co m b e d,  a n d  p u t  t h ro u g h
a n  el a bo r a t e  p roc e ss  of m a n ufac t u r e ,  w hich,  wi thou t
w e a k e ning  t h e  fib r e s ,  r e n d e r s  t h e m  s moot h,  a n d  r e m oves
t h e ,  kno t s  in w hich  t h ey  n a t u r ally a bo u n d.   The
t wis t e d  co r d  of t h e  n u t-vine  is al mos t  a s  s t ro n g  a s
a  m e t allic wi r e  ro p e  of h alf it s  m e a s u r e m e n t .  
The r e  is a no t h e r  p u r pos e  for  w hich  t h e s e  fib r e s  in
t h ei r  n a t u r al  s t a t e  a r e  e m ployed.   Si m ply d ri e d
a n d  t wis t e d,  t h ey  for m  a  scou r g e  a s  t e r rible  a s  t h e
Rus sia n  knou t  o r  Africa n  cow hid e,  t hou g h  of a  diffe r e n t
c h a r a c t e r—a  scou r g e  w hich,  ev e n  in i ts  ligh t e s t
for m, r e d u c e s  t h e  wilde s t  h e r d  to  ins t a n t  o r d e r;  a n d
w hich, a s  e m ploye d  on  c ri min als,  is h a r dly les s  d r e a d e d
t h a n  t h a t  el ec t ric  r a ck  w h e r e by M a r ti al  s cie nc e  inflic t s
on  eve ry n e rve  a  g r a d u a t e d  to r t u r e  s uc h  a s  eve n  e ccl esia s tical
m aligni ty h a s  no t  inve n t e d  on  E a r t h—s uc h
a s  I c e r t ainly will no t  pl ac e  in  t h e  h a n d s  of Ter r e s t ri al
r ul e r s.

All t h e s e  c rops  a r e  r ai s e d  wi th  m a rvellously lit tl e
h u m a n  labour, t h e  w hole  wo rk  of plou g hin g  a n d  sowing
b ein g  do n e  by m a c hin e ry, t h a t  of w e e din g  a n d  h a rves ting
c hiefly by  t h e  c a rve e.   The  a m b a u  clim b  t h e  t r e e s
a n d  pick  t h e  frui t  fro m  t h e  e n d s  of t h e  b r a n c h e s ,  w hich
t h ey a r e  al so  t a u g h t  to  pinc h  in, so  t h a t  no n e  g ro w
so  long  a s  to  b r e ak  wi th  t h e  w eig h t  of t h e s e  c r e a t u r e s ,
a s  cleve r  a n d  a gile  a s  t h e  s m alle r  m o nk eys,  b u t  al mos t
a s  la r g e  a s  a n  o r din a ry b a boo n.   I t  m u s t  alw ays
b e  r e m e m b e r e d  t h a t ,  size  for  size,  a n d  cae t eris
paribus,  a ll bodie s,  a ni m a t e  a n d  ina ni m a t e,  on
M a r s  w eigh  les s  t h a n  h alf a s  m u c h  a s  t h ey  would  on
E a r t h .   E u n a n e’s blun d e r  a bo u t  t h e  carcara
w a s  no t  explaine d  by a ny s u b s e q u e n t  e r ro r s  of t h e
a m b a u  o r  c a rve e,  w hich  alw ays  s elec t e d  t h e  r ip e  frui t
wi th  faul tl es s  skill, le aving  t h e  im m a t u r e  u n to uc h e d,
a n d  t h rowing  a sid e  in s m all h e a p s  to  m a n u r e  t h e  g ro u n d
t h e  few t h a t  h a d  b e e n  allow e d  to  g ro w  too  rip e  for
u s e.   The  s u m s  p aid  fro m  tim e  to  t im e  in to  my
h a n d s,  r e c eived  fro m  t h e  s al es  of p ro d u c e,  w e r e  fa r
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g r e a t e r  t h a n  I could  pos sibly s p e n d  in g r a tifying  a ny
t a s t e  of my  ow n; a n d,  a s  I p r e s e n tly foun d,  t h e  ide a
t h a t  t h e  s u r plus  mig h t  ind ulg e  t hos e  of t h e  ladie s
n eve r  e n t e r e d  t h ei r  min ds.

Befor e  w e  h a d  b e e n  s e t tl ed  in  ou r  ho m e  for  t h r e e  d ays
Eve e n a  h a d  m a d e  t wo  r e q u e s t s  w hich  I w a s  w ell ple a s e d
to  g r a n t .   Fi r s t ,  s h e  e n t r e a t e d  t h a t  I wo uld  t e a c h
h e r  on e  a t  lea s t  of t h e  lang u a g e s  wi th  w hich  I w a s
fa milia r—a  t a sk  of w hos e  ex t r e m e  difficul ty
s h e  h a d  lit tl e  ide a .   Co m p a r e d  wi th  h e r  n a tive
ton g u e,  t h e  co m plica tion  a n d  ir r e g ula ri tie s  of t h e
si m ple s t  lang u a g e  s pok e n  on  E a r t h  a r e  fa r  m o r e  a r bi t r a ry
a n d  p rovoking  t h a n  s e e m s  t h e  m os t  difficul t  of a nci e n t
o r  Orie n t al  ton g u e s  to  a  F r e n c h m a n  or  It ali an.  
In  o r d e r  to  fulfil my  p ro mis e  t h a t  s h e  s hould  a s sis t
m e  in r e co rdin g  my obs e rva tions  a n d  w ri ting  ou t  my
no t e s ,  I chos e  La tin.   U n h a p pily for  h er, I foun d
mys elf a s  im p a ti e n t  a n d  u n s ucc e s sful a s  I w a s  inexp e ri e nc e d
in t e a c hing;  a n d  no t hing  b u t  h e r  exq uisi t e  g e n tl e n e ss
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a n d  forb e a r a n c e  could  h ave  m a d e  t h e  les so ns  o t h e r wis e
t h a n  p ainful to  u s  bo t h.   Well for  m e  t h a t  t h e
“righ t  to  gove r n  w ro n g” w a s  to  h e r  a  sim ple
t r u t h—a n  inalien a ble  m a ri t al  p rivileg e,
to  b e  m e t  wi t h  t h a t  u n q u alified  s u b mission  w hich  m u s t
h ave  s h a m e d  t h e  wo r s t  t e m p e r  in to  s elf-con t rol. 
Eive  on  on e  occa sion  m a d e  a  simila r  r e q u e s t ;  b u t  b e sid e s
t h a t  I r e alise d  t h e  conve nie nc e  of a  m e diu m  of co m m u nic a tion
u n d e r s tood  by ou r s elves  alon e,  I h a d  no  inclina tion
to  expos e  ei t h e r  my  ow n  t e m p e r  o r  Eive’s to  t h e
t ri al.  Eve e n a’s  s econ d  r e q u e s t  c a m e  n a t u r ally
fro m  on e  w hos e  favou ri t e  a m u s e m e n t  h a d  b e e n  t h e  r ai sing
a n d  m o difica tion  of flow e r s .   S h e  a sk e d  to  b e
e n t r u s t e d  wit h  t h e  c h a r g e  of t h e  s e e d s  I h a d  b ro u g h t
fro m  E a r t h ,  a n d  to  b e  p e r mi t t e d  to  for m  a  b e d  in t h e
p e ris tyle  for  t h e  p u r pos e  of t h e  exp e ri m e n t .  
Thou g h  t his  disfigu r e d  t h e  p e rf ec t  a r r a n g e m e n t  of t h e
g a r d e n,  I w a s  d eligh t e d  to  h ave  so  impo r t a n t  a n d  in t e r e s tin g
a  p roble m  wo rk e d  ou t  by h a n d s  so  skilful a n d  so  c a r eful. 
I s hould  p ro b a bly h ave  failed  to  r e a r  a  single  pl a n t ,
eve n  h a d  I b e e n  fa milia r  wi t h  t hos e  a p plica tions  of
el ec t rici ty to  t h e  p u r pos e  w hich  a r e  so  ex t e n sively
e m ploye d  in M a r s.   Eve e n a  m a n a g e d  to  p rod uc e  s p e ci m e n s
s t r a n g ely al t e r e d,  so m e tim e s  s t u n t e d ,  so m e ti m e s  g r e a tly
imp rove d,  fro m  a bo u t  on e-fou r t h  of t h e  s e e d s  e n t r u s t e d
to  h e r;  a n d  a m o n g  t hos e  wi t h  w hich  s h e  w a s  m os t  b rillian tly
s ucc e s sful w e r e  so m e  s p e ci m e ns  of Tu rkish  ros e s ,  t h e
ros es  of t h e  a t t ar, w hic h  I h a d  ob t aine d  a t  S t a m bo ul. 
My a d mi r a tion  of h e r  p a ti e nc e  a n d  ple a s u r e  in h e r
s ucc e s s  d e e ply g r a tified  h e r ;  a n d  it w a s  a  full r e w a r d
for  all h e r  t ro u ble  w h e n  I s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  s h e  s hould
s e n d  to  h e r  sis t e r  Zevle  a  s m all p a ck e t  of e a c h  of
t h e  s e e d s  wi th  w hich  s h e  h a d  s ucc e e d e d.   I t  h a p p e n e d,
how ever, t h a t  t h e  few ro s e  s e e d s  h a d  all b e e n  pl a n t e d;
a n d  t h e  flowe r s ,  t ho u g h  a p p a r e n tly p e rfec t ,  p ro d uc e d
no  s e e d  of t h ei r  ow n,  p ro b a bly b e c a u s e  t h ey w e r e  no t
s ui t e d  to  t h e  t a s t e  of t h e  flow e r-bi r d s,  a n d  Eve e n a
so m e ho w  forgo t  o r  failed  to  e m ploy t h e  p roc e s s  of a r tificial
fe r tilis a tion.

If a ny t hing  could  h ave  fully r e co nciled  my conscie nc e
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to  t h e  ho u s e hold  r el a tions  in  w hich  I w a s  r a t h e r  by
w e a k n e s s  t h a n  by will inext ric a bly e n t a n gle d,  it wo uld
h ave  b e e n  t h e  c e r t ain ty t h a t  by t h e  s a c rifice  Eve e n a
h a d  h e r s elf e nfo rc e d  on  m e,  a n d  w hich  s h e  p e r si s t e n tly
r efus e d  to  r e co g nis e  a s  s uc h,  s h e  alon e  h a d  s uffe r e d.  
Tru e  t h a t  I could  no t  give,  a n d  could  h a r dly affec t
for  t h e  wives  b e s tow e d  on  m e  by a no t h e r’s c hoice,
eve n  s uc h  love  a s  t h e  h e a d  of a  Mosle m  ho us e hold  m ay
dis t rib u t e  a m o n g  a s  m a ny inm a t e s.   Bu t  to  w h a t
I could  c all love  t h ey  h a d  n eve r  looke d  forw a r d .  
Bu t  for  t h e  exa m ple  d aily p r e s e n t e d  b efor e  t h ei r  ow n
eye s  t h ey wo uld  no  m o r e  h ave  miss e d  t h a n  t h ey co m p r e h e n d e d
it.  Tha t  t h ey w e r e  h a p pie r  t h a n  t h ey  h a d  exp ec t e d,
fa r  h a p pie r  t h a n  t h ey wo uld  h ave  b e e n  in  a n  o r din a ry
ho m e,  h a p pie r  c e r t ainly t h a n  in  t h e  sc hools  t h ey  h a d
q ui t t e d,  I could  no t  dou b t ,  a n d  t h ey  did  no t  affec t
to  d e ny.  If my  p a tie nc e  w e r e  no t  p roof a g ain s t
vexa tions  t h e  m o r e  ex as p e r a ting  fro m  t h ei r  p e t tin e ss ,
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a n d  t h e  s e ns e  of r i dicule  w hich  cons t a n tly a t t a c h e d
to  t h e m,  I could  r e a d  in t h e  m a n n e r  of m o s t  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d
fro m  t h e  wor ds  of Eu n a n e,  w ho  s eldo m  h e si t a t e d  to  s p e a k
h e r  min d,  w h e t h e r  it s  u t t e r a n c e s ,  w e r e  fla t t e ring  o r
wo u n din g,  t h a t  s h e  a n d  h e r  co m p a nions  foun d  m e  no t
only fa r  m o r e  indulg e n t ,  b u t  inco m p a r a bly m o r e  jus t
t h a n  t h ey h a d  b e e n  t a u g h t  to  ho p e  a  m a n  could  b e .  
Of jus tice,  inde e d,  a s  consis ting  in r e s t r ain t  on  on e’s
ow n  t e m p e r  a n d  conside r a tion  for  t h e  t e m p e r  of o t h e r s,
M a r ti al  m a n hoo d  is inc a p a ble,  or, a t  a ny r a t e ,  M a r ti al
wo m a n hood  n eve r  s u s p e c t s  its  m a s t e r s .

Mo r eover, t hou g h  no  long e r  bl e s t  wi th  t h e  s pi ri t s
of you t h,  a n d  finding  li t tl e  pl e a s u r e  in w h a t  you t h
c alls  pl e a s u r e ,  I h a d  e s c a p e d  t h e  kind  of s a ti e ty
t h a t  s e e m s  to  a t t e n d  lives  m o r e  softly s p e n t  t h a n
min e  h a d  b e e n;  a n d  foun d  a  ve ry r e al  a n d  u nfa ding  e njoym e n t
in wit n e s sing  t h e  ke e n  e njoym e n t  of t h e s e  you t hful
n a t u r e s  in s uc h  libe r ty a s  could  b e  a cco r d e d  a n d  s uc h
a m u s e m e n t s  a s  t h e  life  of t his  d ull a n d  p r a c tic al
wo rld  affo rds .

Among  t h e s e ,  two  a t  le a s t  a r e  clos ely si mila r  to  t h e
t wo  favou ri t e  pl e a s u r e s  of E u ro p e a n  socie ty. 
M u sic  a p p e a r s  to  h ave  b e e n  c a r ri e d,  like  m os t  a r t s
a n d  scie nc e s,  to  a  poin t  of m e c h a nical p e rf ec tion
w hich, I s hould  s u p pos e,  like  m u c h  of t h e  a r tificial
a c c u r a cy a n d  e a s e  w hich  civilis a tion  h a s  in t rod uc e d,
m a r s  r a t h e r  t h a n  e n h a nc es  t h e  n a t u r al  g r a tifica tion
e njoyed  by sim ple r  a g e s  a n d  r a c e s .   Almost  d e af
to  m u sic  a s  dis ting uish e d  fro m  nois e,  I did  no t  a t t e m p t
to  co m p r e h e n d  t h e  co ns t r uc tion  of M a r ti al ins t r u m e n t s
o r  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  conco r ds  t h ey e mi t t e d .   On e
only s t r uck  m e  wi th  e s p e ci al s u r p ris e  by  a  p e c ulia ri ty
w hich,  if I could  no t  u n d e r s t a n d,  I could  no t  mis t ak e.  
A n u m b e r  of va riously colou r e d  fla m e s  a r e  m a d e  to
synch ro nise  wi t h  o r  a c t u ally e mi t  a  n u m b e r  of co r r e s pon ding
no t e s ,  d a n cin g  to,  or, m o r e  p ro p e rly, w e aving  a  s e ri e s
of s t r a n g ely co m bin e d  m ove m e n t s  in  a cco r d  wi t h  t h e
m u sic,  w hos e  vib r a tions  w e r e  di r e c tly a n d  inse p a r a bly
con n e c t e d  wi th  t h ei r  m o tion.   Bu t  all m u sic  is
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t h e  wo rk  of p rofes sion al  m u sicia ns,  n eve r  t h e  occu p a tion
of wo m a n’s leis u r e,  n ev e r  m a d e  m o r e  c h a r min g
to  t h e  e a r  by it s  a s soci a tion  wi t h  t h e  m ove m e n t  of
b eloved  h a n d s  o r  t h e  ton e s  of a  ch e ris h e d  voice.  
Elec t ric  wi r e s ,  con n e c t e d  wi th  t h e  vas t  b uildings
w h e r ein  ins t r u m e n t s  p ro d u c e  w h a t  sou n d s  like  fine
c ho r al singin g  a s  w ell a s  m u sic al no t e s,  e n a ble  t h e
ho us e holde r  to  t u r n  on  a t  pl e a s u r e  m u sic  e q u al, I
s u p pos e,  to  t h e  fine s t  op e r a tic  p e rfo r m a n c e s  o r  t h e
g r a n d e s t  o r a to rio, a n d  lis t e n  to  it a t  leisu r e  fro m
t h e  cus hions  of his  ow n  p e ris tyle.  This  w a s  a
g r e a t  t hou g h  no t  w holly n e w  d eligh t  to  E u n a n e  a n d
m os t  of h e r  co m p a nions.   For  t h ei r  s ak e  only wo uld
Eve e n a  eve r  h ave  r e s o r t e d  to  it, for  t hou g h  h e r s elf
a p p r e ci a ting  m u sic  no t  les s  hig hly, a n d  e d uc a t e d  to
u n d e r s t a n d  it m u c h  m o r e  t ho rou g hly, t h a n  t h ey, s h e
could  d e rive  lit tl e  g r a tifica tion  fro m  t h a t  w hich
w a s  cle a rly inco m p r e h e n sible  if no t  dis a g r e e a ble  to
m e—could  h a r dly e njoy a  pl e a s u r e  I could
no t  s h a r e .
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The  t h e a t r e  w a s  a  m o r e  p rize d  a n d  les s  co m m o n  ind ulge nc e.  
I t  is lit tl e  fr e q u e n t e d  by t h e  eld e r  M a r ti alis t s;
a n d  no t  e njoying  it t h e m s elves,  t h ey s eldo m  s ac rifice
t h ei r  ho u r s  to  t h e  e njoym e n t  of t h ei r  wo m e n.   Bu t
it  for m s  so  impo r t a n t  a n  aid  to  e d u c a tion,  a n d  t e n d s
so  m u c h  to  ke e p  alive  in t h e  p u blic m e m o ry imp r e s sions
w hich  policy will no t  p e r mi t  to  fad e ,  t h a t  bo t h  fro m
t h e  S t a t e  a n d  fro m  t h e  you n g e r  po r tion  of t h e  co m m u ni ty
it  r ec eives  a n  e n co u r a g e m e n t  q ui t e  s ufficien t  to  r e w a r d
t h e  few w ho  b e s tow  t h ei r  tim e  a n d  t al e n t  u po n  it. 
Gre a t  b uildings,  s q u a r e  o r  oblong  in for m,  t h e  s t a g e
plac e d  a t  on e  e n d,  t h e  a r c h e d  boxes  o r  g alle rie s  fro m
w hich  t h e  s p e c t a to r s  look do w n  t h e r eo n  rising  ti e r
a bove  a n d  b e hin d  ti e r  to  t h e  fu r t h e r  ex t r e mi ty, a r e
con s t a n tly filled.   The r e  a r e  no  a c to r s ,  a n d  M a r t ial
feeling  wo uld  h a r dly allow t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  of wo m e n
a s  a c t r e s s e s .   But  a n  a r t ,  so m e w h a t  a n alogous  to,
b u t  infini t ely s u r p a s sing,  t h a t  displaye d  in  t h e  m a nip ula tion
of t h e  m o s t  skilfully co ns t r uc t e d  a n d  m o s t  co m plica t e d
m a gic  lan t e r n s ,  e n a ble s  t h e  con d uc to r s  of t h e  t h e a t r e
to  p r e s e n t  u po n  t h e  s t a g e  a  t r uly living  a n d  m oving
pic t u r e  of a ny s c e n e  t h ey  d e si r e  to  exhibi t .  
The  figu r e s  a p p e a r  p e rfec tly r e al, m ove  wi t h  p e rfec t ,
fr e e do m,  a n d  s e e m  to  s p e ak  t h e  sou n d s  w hic h,  in  fac t,
a r e  give n  ou t  by a  gig a n tic  hidd e n  p ho nog r a p h,  into
w hich  t h e  s eve r al  p a r t s  h ave  long  a go  b e e n  c a r efully
s pok e n  by m ale  a n d  fe m ale  voices,  t h e  b e s t  s ui t e d  to
e a c h  c h a r a c t e r ;  a n d  w hich,  by t h e  r eve r s al of it s
m o tion,  c a n  r e p e a t  t h e  o rigin al wo r d s  al mos t  for  ever,
wi th  t h e  o rigin al to n e ,  a cc e n t ,  a n d  exp r e s sion.  
The  illusion  is fa r  m o r e  p e rfec t  t h a n  t h a t  ob t aine d
by all t h e  r e so u r c e s  of s t a g e  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  all t h e
skill of t h e  a c to r’s a r t  in t h e  b e s t  t h e a t r e s
of F r a nc e.   Afte r  t h e  fi r s t  novel ty, t h e  fi r s t
s u r p ris e  a n d  wo n d e r  w e r e  exh a u s t e d,  I m u s t  confe s s
t h a t  t h e s e  r e p r e s e n t a tions  sim ply bo r e d  m e,  t h e  m o r e
fro m  t h ei r  leng t h  a n d  ch a r ac t er.  Bu t  eve n  Eve e n a
e njoyed  t h e m  t ho ro u g hly, a n d  my o th e r  co m p a nions  p rize d
a n  ev e ning  o r  af t e r noon  t h u s  s p e n t  a bove  all o t h e r
ind ulg e nc e s.   A p a s s a g e  r u n nin g  alon g  a t  t h e  b a ck
of e a c h  ti e r  a d mi t s  t h e  s p ec t a to r  to  boxes  so  co m ple t ely
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p riva t e  a s  to  s a tisfy t h e  s t r ic t e s t  r e q ui r e m e n t s  of
M a r ti al  s e clusion.

The  favou ri t e  sc e n e s  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  m os t  s t r iking  incid e n t s
of M a r ti al  his to ry, o r  r e alise  t h e  life, u s a g e s ,  a n d
m a n n e r s  of a g e s  long  gon e  by, b efo r e  sci enc e  a n d  inven tion
h a d  c r e a t e d  t h e  p e rfec t  b u t  m o noto no us  civilis a tion
t h a t  no w  p r ev ails.  On e  of t h e  m os t  int e r e s ting
p e rfo r m a n c e s  I wi tn e s s e d  co m m e n c e d  wi th  t h e  exhibi tion
of a  s t riking  sc e n e,  in w hich  t h e  u nion  of all t h e
va rious  S t a t e s  t h a t  h a d  u p  to  t h a t  ti m e  divide d  t h e
pla n e t’s s u rf ac e ,  a n d  occ asion ally w a g e d  w a r
on  on e  a no t h er, in t h e  fir s t  Con g r e s s  of t h e  World,
w a s  r e alis e d  in t h e  ex ac t  r e p ro d u c tion  of eve ry d e t ail
w hich  hi s to ric  r e co r ds  h ave  p r e s e rve d.   Afte r w a r d s
w a s  d e pic t e d  t h e  confusion,  d e clining  in to  b a r b a ris m
a n d  r a pid  d e g r a d a tion,  of t h e  Co m m u nis tic  r evolu tion,
t h e  s ec e ssion  of t h e  Zvelt a u  a n d  t h ei r  m e r ely poli tical
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a d h e r e n t s,  t h e  cons t r u c tion  of t h ei r  ci ti es,  fle e t s ,
a n d  a r tille ry, t h e  t e r rible  b a t tl e s,  in w hich  t h e
n u m b e r s  of t h e  Co m m u nis t s  w e r e  h u rl ed  b a ck  o r  a n nihila t e d
by t h e  a s p hyxia to r  a n d  t h e  ligh t ning  g u n;  a n d  finally,
t h e  m o s t  r e m a rk a ble  sc e n e  in  all M a r ti al his to ry,
w h e n  t h e  las t  r e p r e s e n t a tives  of t h e  g r e a t  Ana rc hy,
s q u alid, mis e r a ble,  d e g r a d e d,  a n d  d e b a s e d  in for m
a n d  fea t u r e s ,  a s  w ell a s  indica ting  by  t h ei r  d r e s s
a n d  a p p e a r a n c e  t h e  u t t e r  r uin  of a r t  a n d  ind us t ry  u n d e r
t h ei r  r ul e,  c a m e  in to  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of t h e  chi ef r ul e r
of t h e  rising  S t a t e—s u r ro u n d e d  by all t h e
s plen do u r  w hich  t h e  “m a gic  of p ro p e r ty,”
s tim ula ting  inve n tion  a n d  fos t e ring  scie nc e,  h a d  c r e a t e d— to
e n t r e a t  a d mission  in to  t h e  r e al m  of r e s to r e d  civilis a tion,
a n d  a  s h a r e  in t h e  bl e s sings  t h ey h a d  so  d elibe r a t ely
forfei t e d  a n d  so  long  s t riven  to  d e ny to  o th e r s .

CHAPTER XXI — PRIVATE AUDIENCES.

I s p e n t  my  d ays  b e t w e e n  mis t  a n d  mis t ,  a cco r din g  to
t h e  M a r ti al s aying, no t  inf r e q u e n tly in exc u r sions
m o r e  o r  less  ex t e nsive  a n d  a dve n t u ro us,  in w hich  I
could  b u t  s eldo m  a s k  Eve e n a’s co m p a ny, a n d  did
no t  c a r e  for  a ny o t h er.  Co m p a r a tively cou r a g e o us
a s  s h e  h a d  lea r n e d  to  b e ,  a n d  fr e e  fro m  all affec t a tion
of p r e t ty  fe minine  fear, Eve e n a  co uld  n eve r  r e alise
t h e  p r ac tic al im m u ni ty fro m  or din a ry  d a n g e r  w hic h
a  s t r e n g t h  vi r t u ally do u ble  t h a t  I h a d  e njoyed  on  E a r t h,
a n d  t ho ro u g h  fa milia ri ty wi th  t h e  d a n g e r s  of t r avel,
of m o u n t ain e e ring,  a n d  of t h e  ch a s e ,  affo rd e d  m e.  
Whe n,  t h e r efo r e ,  I ven t u r e d  a m o n g  t h e  hills  alon e,
follow e d  t h e  fish e r m e n  a n d  w a t c h e d  t h ei r  op e r a t ions,
so m e ti m e s  in t e r ribly ro u g h  w e a t h er, fro m  t h e  lit tle
op e n  s u rf ac e-bo a t  w hic h  I co uld  m a n a g e  mys elf, I p r efe r r e d
to  give  h e r  no  d efini t e  ide a  of my  in t e n tions.  
Davilo, how ever, p ro t e s t e d  a g ains t  my  expos u r e  to  a
p e ril of w hich  Eve e n a  w a s  h a p pily a s  ye t  u n a w a r e .
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“If you r  in t e n tions  a r e  n eve r  know n  b efo r e h a n d,”
h e  s aid,  “s till you r  h a bi t  of going  for t h  alon e
in pl ac e s  to  w hich  you r  s t e p s  mig h t  e a sily b e  dog g e d,
w h e r e  you  mig h t  b e  s ho t  fro m  a n  a m b u s h  o r  d row n e d  by
a  s u d d e n  a t t a ck  fro m  a  s u b m a rin e  vess el, will soon
b e  p r e t ty  g e n e r ally u n d e r s tood,  if, a s  I fear, a  r e g ula r
w a t c h  is s e t  u po n  you r  life.  At lea s t  le t  m e
know w h a t  you r  in t e n tions  a r e  b efo r e  s t a r ting,  a n d
m a k e  you r  a b s e n c e s  a s  ir r e g ula r  a n d  s u d d e n  a s  possible.  
The  less  t h ey  a r e  know n  b efo r e h a n d,  eve n  in you r  ow n
ho us e hold,  t h e  b e t t er.”

“Is it mid nig h t  s till in t h e  Cou ncil Ch a m b e r?”
I a sk e d.

“Very n e a rly so.  S h e  w ho  h a s  told  so  m u c h
c a n  t ell u s  no  m o r e .   The  clue  t h a t  pl ac e d  h e r
in m e n t al  r el a tions  wi th  t h e  d a n g e r  did  no t  ex t e n d
to  it s  a u t ho r s hip.   We h ave  s t rive n  h a r d  to  find
in eve ry conc eivable  di r e c tion  so m e  m a t e ri al  key to
t h e  plo t,  so m e  objec t  w hich,  h aving  b e e n  in con t a c t
wi th  t h e  p e r so ns  of t hos e  w e  s us p ec t ,  p rob a bly a t
t h e  tim e  w h e n  t h ei r  pl a n s  w e r e  a r r a n g e d,  mi g h t  s e rve
a s  a  link b e t w e e n  h e r  t hou g h t s  a n d  t h ei r s;  b u t  a s
ye t  u n s ucc e s sfully.  Ei th e r  h e r  vision  is d a rk e n e d,
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or  t h e  con n e c tion  w e  h ave  sou g h t  to  e s t a blis h  is w a n ting.  
Bu t  you know  w ho  is you r  u n s p a rin g  p e r so n al  e n e my;
a n d,  af t e r  t h e  Sove r eig n  hi m s elf, no  m a n  in t his  wo rld
is so  pow e rful; w hile  t h e  Sove r eign  hi ms elf is, owing
to  t h e  r e s t r ain t s  of hi s  posi tion,  les s  a c tive,  les s
fa milia r  wit h  o th e r s ,  les s  a c q u ain t e d  wit h  w h a t  go es
on  ou t  of his  ow n  sigh t .   Again  I s ay  w e  c a n  av e n g e;
b u t  a g ain s t  s ec r e t  m u r d e r  ou r  pow e r s  only av ail to
d e t er.  If w e  wo uld  s ave,  it  m u s t  b e  by t h e  u s e
of n a t u r al  p r e c a u tions.”

Wh a t  h e  s aid  m a d e  m e  d e si rous  of so m e  conve r s a tion
wi th  Eve e n a  b efo r e  I s t a r t e d  on  a  m e di t a t e d  visi t
to  t h e  Palace .   If I could  no t  t ell h e r  t h e  w hole
t r u t h,  s h e  kn e w  so m e t hin g;  a n d  I t hou g h t  it  possible
on  t hi s  occa sion  so  fa r  to  e nligh t e n  h e r  a s  to  cons ul t
wi th  h e r  ho w  t h e  s ec r e t  of my  in t e n d e d  jou r n eys  s ho uld
in fu tu r e  b e  ke p t .   But  I foun d  no  c h a n c e  of s p e akin g
to  h e r  u n til, s ho r tly b efo r e  my d e p a r t u r e ,  I w a s  c alled
u po n  to  d e cid e  on e  of t h e  c hildish  disp u t e s  w hic h  cons t a n tly
dis t u r b e d  my t e m p e r  a n d  co mfor t .   M e r e  flea bit e s
t h ey w e r e;  b u t  flea s  h ave  of te n  ke p t  m e  a w ak e  a  w hole
nig h t  in a  Tu rkis h  c a r av a ns e r ai, a n d  h alf-a-doze n
m os q ui tos  inside  a n  India n  t e n t  h ave  b rok e n  u p  t h e
sle e p  e a r n e d  on  a  long  d ay’s m a r c h  o r  a  s h a r ply
con t e s t e d  b a t tl efield.   I n e e d  only s ay  t h a t  I
ex to r t e d  a t  las t  fro m  Eve e n a  a  cle a r  s t a t e m e n t  of
t h e  t rifle  a t  iss u e,  w hich  fla tly con t r a dic t e d  t hos e
of t h e  fou r  p a r t icip a n t s  in  t h e  s q u a b ble.   S h e
b e g a n  to  s u g g e s t  a  m e a n s  of p roving  t h e  t r u t h ,  a n d
t h ey b rok e  in to a n g ry  cla mo ur.  Silencing  t h e m
all p e r e m p to rily, I d r e w  Eve e n a  in to  my  ow n  c h a m b er,
a n d,  w h e n  a s s u r e d  t h a t  w e  w e r e  u n h e a r d,  r e p rove d  h e r
for  p ro posin g  to  s u p po r t  h e r  ow n  wo r d  by evide nc e.

“Do you  t hink,” I s aid,  “th a t  a ny
pos sible  p roof wo uld  induc e  m e  to  do u b t  you, o r  a d d
a ny t hing  to  t h e  a s s u r a nc e  I d e rive  fro m  you r  wo r d?”

“But,” s h e  u r g e d,  “th a t  c a n no t  b e
jus t  to  o t h e r s .   They m u s t  feel it ve ry h a r d  t h a t
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your  love  for  m e  m a k e s  you  t ak e  all I s ay for  t r u t h.” 
“Not  my love,  b u t  my  knowled g e.   ‘Be
no t  r i gh t eo us  ove r m u c h.’  Don’t forg e t
t h a t  t h ey k no w  t h e  t r u t h  a s  w ell a s  you.”

I would  h e a r  no  m o r e ,  a n d  p a s s e d  to  t h e  m a t t e r  I h a d
a t  h e a r t . ...

E a r n e s tly, a n d  in a  s e n s e  since r ely, a s  u po n  my s e con d
a u die nc e  I h a d  t h a nk e d  t h e  Ca m p t a  for  his  m u nifice n t
gift s,  no  d ay p a s s e d  t h a t  I wo uld  no t  t h a nkfully h ave
r e no u nc e d  t h e  w e al th  h e  h a d  b e s tow e d  if I could  a t
t h e  s a m e  tim e  h ave  r e no u nc e d  w h a t  w a s,  in in t e n tion
a n d  a cco r ding  to  M a r ti al ide a s ,  t h e  m o s t  g r acious
a n d  m os t  r e m a rk a ble  of his  favou r s .   On  t h e  p r e s e n t
occ a sion  I t ho u g h t  for  a  m o m e n t  t h a t  s uc h  r e n u n cia tion
mig h t  h ave  b e e n  possible.

The  P rinc e  h a d,  af t e r  ou r  fi r s t  in t e rview, obs e rve d
wi th  r e g a r d  to  eve ry poin t  of my  s to ry on  w hic h  I
h a d  b e e n  c a r efully sile n t  a  d elicacy of r e s e rve  ve ry
u n u s u al  a m o n g  M a r ti alis t s ,  a n d  q ui t e  u nin t elligible
to  his  Cou r t  a n d  office r s .   To-d ay t h e  conve r s a tion
in p u blic t u r n e d  a g ain  u po n  my voya g e.   E n do  a n d
a no t h e r  s t u diously di r ec t e d  it  to  t h e  m e t ho d  of s t e e rin g,
a n d  t h e  in t e n tion al di minu tion  of s p e e d  in my d e sc e n t ,
co r r e s pon ding  to  i t s  g r a d u al  inc r e a s e  a t  t h e  co m m e n c e m e n t
of t h e  jou r n ey—poin t s  a t  w hich  t h ey  hop e d
to  find  so m e  op e ning  to  t h e  mys t e ry  of t h e  m o tive
forc e.   The  P rinc e  r elieve d  m e  fro m  so m e  e m b a r r a s s m e n t
by r e q u e s ting  m e  a s  u s u al  to  a t t e n d  hi m  to  his  p riva t e
c a bin e t .
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H e  s aid:—“I h av e  no t ,  a s  you  m u s t
b e  a w a r e ,  p r e s s e d  you  to  disclos e  a  s ec r e t  w hich,
for  so m e  r e a so n  o r  o th er, you  a r e  evid e n tly a nxious
to  p r e s e rve.   Of cou r s e  t h e  exclusive  pos s e s sion
of a  m o tive  pow e r  so  m a rvellous  a s  t h a t  e m ploye d  in
you r  voyag e  is of al mos t  inc alcula ble  p e c u nia ry value,
a n d  it  is p e rfec tly ri gh t  t h a t  you  s ho uld  u s e  you r
ow n  di sc r e tion  wit h  r e g a r d  to  t h e  tim e  a n d  t h e  t e r m s
of it s  co m m u nic a tion.”

“Pa r do n  m e,” I in t e r pos e d,  “if I
in t e r r u p t  you, P rinc e,  to  p r eve n t  a ny misconc e p tion.  
I t  is no t  wi t h  a  view to  p rofit  t h a t  I h ave  c a r efully
avoid e d  giving  a ny clu e  w h a t eve r  to  my s ec r e t .  
Tour  m u nifice nc e  wo uld  r e n d e r  it m o s t  u n g r a t eful a n d
u njus t  in m e  to  h a g gle  ove r  t h e  p rice  of a ny s e rvice
I could  r e n d e r  you; a n d  I s ho uld  b e  g r e e dy ind e e d  if
I d e si r e d  g r e a t e r  w e al th  t h a n  you  h ave  b e s tow e d.  
If I m ay  s ay so  wi t ho u t  offending,  I e a r n e s tly wis h
t h a t  you  wo uld  p e r mit  m e ,  by r e signing  you r  gift s,
to  r e t ain  in  my ow n  eyes  t h e  ri gh t  to  ke e p  my s e c r e t
wi tho u t  s e e min g  u n d u tiful o r  u n t h a nkful.”

“I h ave  s aid,” h e  r e plied,  “th a t
on  t h a t  poin t  you  misconc eive  ou r  r e s p e c tive  posi tions.  
N o  on e  s u p pos e s  t h a t  you  a r e  ind e b t e d  to  u s  for  a nyt hing
m o r e  t h a n  it w a s  t h e  d u ty of t h e  Sove r eign  to  give,
a s  a  m a rk  of t h e  u nive r s al a d mi r a tion  a n d  r e s p e c t,
to  ou r  g u e s t  fro m  a no t h e r  world; s till les s  could
a ny im a gin e  t h a t  on  s uc h  a  t rifle  could  b e  foun d e d
a ny claim to  a  s ec r e t  so  invalu a ble.   You will
offend  m e  m u c h  a n d  only if you  eve r  a g ain  s p e a k  of
you r s elf a s  bo u n d  by p e r so n al  obliga tion  to  m e  o r
min e.   Bu t  a s  w e  a r e  wishful to  b uy, so  I c a n no t
u n d e r s t a n d  a ny r eluc t a nc e  on  you r  p a r t  to  s ell you r
s ec r e t  on  you r  ow n  t e r m s.”

“I t hink,  P rinc e,” I r e plied,  “th a t
I h ave  al r e a dy a sk e d  you  w h a t  you  wo uld  t hink  of a
s u bjec t  of you r  ow n,  w ho  s ho uld  p u t  s uc h  a  po w e r  in to
t h e  h a n d s  of e n e mie s  a s  for mid a ble  to  you  a s  you  wo uld
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b e  to  t h e  r a c e s  of t h e  E a r t h .”

“And I t hink,” h e  r ejoine d  wi th
a  s mile,  “ th a t  I r e min d e d  you  how  lit tle  my
judg m e n t  would  m a t t e r  to  on e  pos s e s s e d  of s uc h  a  pow er. 
I h ave  g a t h e r e d  fro m  you r  conve r s a tion  how  e a sily
w e  mig h t  con q u e r  a  wo rld  a s  fa r  b e hind  u s  in d e s t r uc tive
pow e r s  a s  in g e n e r al  civilis a tion.   Bu t  w hy s ho uld
you  objec t?   You c a n  m a k e  you r  ow n  t e r m s  bo t h
for  you r s elf a n d  for  a ny of you r  r a c e  for  w ho m  you
feel a n  e s p e ci al in t e r e s t .”

“A t r ai to r  is no n e  t h e  les s  a  d e s pic a ble  a n d
loa t h so m e  w r e t c h  b e c a u s e  hi s  P rinc e  c a n no t  p u nis h
hi m.  I a m  bo u n d  by no  di r ec t  ti e  of loyalty to
a ny Ter r e s t ri al sove r eig n.   I w a s  bo r n  t h e  s u bjec t
of on e  of t h e  g r e a t e s t  m o n a r c h s  of t h e  E a r t h;  I lef t
his  cou n t ry a t  a n  e a r ly a g e ,  a n d  my you t h  w a s  p a s s e d
in t h e  s e rvice  of les s  po w e rful r ul e r s,  to  on e  a t
lea s t  of w ho m  I long  ow e d  t h e  s a m e  milit a ry  allegia nc e
t h a t  binds  you r  g u a r d s  a n d  office r s  to  you r s elf. 
Bu t  t h a t  obliga tion  al so  is a t  a n  e n d.   N eve r t h el e s s,
I c a n no t  b u t  r ecog nise  t h a t  I ow e  a  c e r t ain  feal ty
to  t h e  r a c e  to  w hich  I b elon g,  a  d u ty to  rig h t  a n d
jus tice.   Even  if I t hou g h t ,  w hic h  I do  no t  t hink,
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t h a t  t h e  E a r t h  wo uld  b e  b e t t e r  gove r n e d  a n d  it s  inh a bi t a n t s
h a p pie r  u n d e r  you r  r ule ,  I s ho uld  h ave  no  rig h t  to
give  t h e m  u p  to  a  con q u e s t  I know  t h ey wo uld  fie rc ely
a n d  righ t eo usly r e sis t .   If—p a r do n  m e
for  s aying  it—you, P rinc e,  wo uld  co m mit
no  co m m o n  c ri m e  in a s s ailing  a n d  sla u g h t e ring  t hos e
w ho  n ei th e r  h av e  w ro n g e d  no r  c a n  w ro n g  you, on e  of
t h e m s elves  would  b e  t e nfold  m o r e  g uil ty in s h a ring
your  e n t e r p ris e.”

“You s h all e n s u r e ,” h e  r e plied,  “th e
good  gove r n m e n t  of you r  ow n  wo rld  a s  you  will. 
You s h all r ul e  i t wi t h  all t h e  a u t ho ri ty pos s e s s e d
by t h e  Reg e n t s  u n d e r  m e ,  a n d  by t h e  laws  w hich  you
t hink b e s t  s ui t e d  to  r a c e s  ve ry diffe r e n t  fro m  ou r
ow n.   You s h all b e  t h e r e  a s  g r e a t  a n d  a b solu t e
a s  I a m  h e r e ,  p aying  only a n  ob e die nc e  to  m e  a n d  my
s ucc e s so r s  w hich,  a t  so  im m e n s e  a  dis t a nc e,  c a n  b e
lit tle  m o r e  t h a n  for m al.”

“Is it to  a c q ui r e  a  m e r ely for m al pow e r  t h a t
a  P rinc e  like  you r s elf would  risk  t h e  lives  of you r
ow n  p eo ple,  a n d  s ac rifice  t hos e  of millions  of a no t h e r
r a c e?”

“To t ell you  t h e  t r u t h,” h e  r e plied,  “I
cou n t  on  co m m a n din g  t h e  exp e di tion  mys elf; a n d  p e r h a p s
I c a r e  m o r e  for  t h e  a dve n t u r e  t h a n  for  its  frui t s.  
You will no t  exp ec t  m e  to  b e  m o r e  c h a ry  of t h e  lives
of o th e r s  t h a n  of my  ow n?”

“I u n d e r s t a n d,  a n d  a s  a  soldie r  could  s h a r e ,
p e r h a p s,  a  feeling  n a t u r al  to  a  g r e a t ,  a  c a p a ble,
a n d  a n  a m bi tious  P rinc e .   Bu t  alike  a s  soldie r
a n d  s u bjec t  it is my  d u ty to  r e sis t ,  no t  to  aid,  s uc h
a n  a m bi tion.   My life  is a t  you r  dispos al, b u t
eve n  to  s ave  my life I could  no t  b e t r ay  t h e  lives
of h u n d r e d s  of millions  a n d  t h e  fu t u r e  of a  w hole
wo rld.”

“I fail to  u n d e r s t a n d  you  fully,” h e  s aid,
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a b a n do nin g  wi th  a  sig h  a  hop e  t h a t  h a d  evid e n tly b e e n
t h e  objec t  of long  a n d  e a g e r  d ay-d r e a m s.   “But
in no  c a s e  wo uld  I t ry  to  forc e  fro m  you w h a t  you  will
no t  give  o r  s ell; a n d  if you s p e ak  sinc e r ely—a n d
I s u p pos e  you  m u s t  do  so,  sinc e  I c a n  s e e  no  m o tive
b u t  t hos e  you  a s sign  t h a t  could  ind uc e  you  to  r efus e
my  offe r—I m u s t  b elieve  in t h e  exis t e nc e
of w h a t  I h ave  h e a r d  of no w  a n d  t h e n  b u t  d e e m e d  inc r e dible—m e n
w ho  a r e  gove r n e d  by c a r e  for  o t h e r  t hings  t h a n  t h ei r
ow n  in t e r e s t s ,  w ho  b elieve  in righ t  a n d  w ro n g,  a n d
wo uld  r a t h e r  s uffe r  injus tic e  t h a n  co m mit  it.”

“You m ay  b e  s u r e ,  P rinc e,” I r e plied,
p e r h a p s  imp r u d e n tly, “ th a t  t h e r e  a r e  s uc h  m e n
in you r  ow n  wo rld,  t hou g h  t h ey a r e  p e r h a p s  a m o n g  t hos e
w ho  a r e  lea s t  know n  a n d  le a s t  likely to  b e  s e e n  a t
you r  Cou r t .”

“If you  know t h e m,” h e  s aid,  “you
will r e n d e r  m e  no  li t tl e  s e rvice  in b ringing  t h e m
to  my  knowled g e.”

“It  is possible,” I ve n t u r e d  to  obs e rve,
“th a t  t h ei r  di s ting uis hin g  excelle nc es  a r e  con n e c t e d
wi th  o th e r  dis tinc tions  w hich  mig h t  r e n d e r  it a  di ss e rvice
to  t h e m  to  indica t e  t h ei r  p ec ulia r  ch a r ac t er, I will
no t  s ay to  you r s elf, b u t  to  t hos e  a ro u n d  you.”

“I h a r dly u n d e r s t a n d  you,” h e  r ejoine d.  
“Take,  ho w ever, my  a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  no t hing  you
s ay h e r e  s h all, wi thou t  you r  ow n  cons e n t ,  b e  u s e d
els e w h e r e .   I t  is no  ligh t  g r a tifica tion,  no  t rifling
a dva n t a g e  to  m e ,  to  find  on e  m a n  w ho  h a s  n ei t h e r  fea r
no r  in t e r e s t  t h a t  c a n  induc e  hi m  to  lie to  m e;  to
w ho m  I c a n  s p e a k,  no t  a s  sove r eign  to  s u bjec t ,  b u t
a s  m a n  to  m a n,  a n d  of w hos e  p riva t e  conve r s a tion  my
cou r tie r s  a n d  officials  a r e  no t  ye t  s u s picious  o r
jealous.   You s h all n ev e r  r e p e n t  a ny confide nc e
you  give  to  m e .”
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My int e r e s t  in a n d  r e s p e c t  for  t h e  s t r a n g e  c h a r a c t e r
so  m a nifes tly s ui t e d  for, so  in t e n s ely w e a ry  of, t h e
g r a n d e s t  posi tion  t h a t  m a n  could  fill, inc r e a s e d  wi t h
e a c h  s ucc e s sive  in t e rview.  I n eve r  e nvie d  t h a t
g r e a t n e s s  w hich  s e e m s  to  m o s t  m e n  so  e nviable.  
The  s e rvi tud e  of a  cons ti t u tion al  King, so  of t e n  a
p u p p e t  in t h e  h a n d s  of t h e  wor s t  a n d  m e a n e s t  of m e n— t hos e
w ho  p ros ti t u t e  t h ei r  pow e r s  a s  r ul e r s  of a  S t a t e  to
t h ei r  in t e r e s t s  a s  c hiefs  of a  fac tion—m u s t
s e e m  pi ti a ble  to  a ny r a tion al m a n hood.   Bu t  eve n
t h e  a u toc r acy of t h e  S ul t a n  o r  t h e  Cza r  s e e m s  ill
to  co m p e n s a t e  t h e  u t t e r  isola tion  of t h e  t h ro n e;  t h e
lonely g r a n d e u r  of on e  w ho  c a n  h a r dly h ave  a  frien d,
since  h e  c a n  n eve r  h ave  a n  e q u al, a m o n g  t hos e  a ro u n d
hi m.  I do  no t  wo n d e r  t h a t  a  ting e  of m el a nc holo-m a ni a
is so  oft e n  p e r c e p tible  in t h e  chi efs  of t h a t  g r e a t
H o u s e  w hos e  Orie n t al  a b solu tis m  is only “t e m p e r e d
by a s s a s sin a tion.”  Bu t  a n  E a r t hly sove r eig n
m ay no w  a n d  t h e n  m e e t  his  fellow-sove r eig ns,  w h e t h e r
a s  frie n ds  o r  foes,  on  t e r m s  of fr a nk  h a t r e d  o r  loyal
op e n n e s s.   His  do m e s tic  r el a tions,  t hou g h  n eve r
s ec u r e  a n d  si m ple  a s  t hos e  of o th e r  m e n,  m ay  r elieve
hi m  a t  ti m e s  fro m  t h e  op p r e s sive  s e n s e  of his  s u blim e
solit ud e;  a n d  to  his  wife,  a t  a ny r a t e ,  h e  m ay  for
a  few min u t e s  o r  ho u r s  b e  t h e  h u s b a n d  a n d  no t  t h e
king.   But  t h e  a b solu t e  Rule r  of t his  less e r  wo rld
h a d  n ei t h e r  e q u al  frien d s  no r  op e n  foes,  n ei t h e r  wife
no r  c hild.   H ow  n a t u r al t h e n  his  w e a rin es s  of hi s
ow n  life; how  inevit a ble  hi s  imp a tie n t  sco r n  of t hos e
to  w ho m  t h a t  life  w a s  d evot e d!   A d e s po t  no t  eve n
a c co u n t a ble  to  God—a  P rinc e  w ho, till h e
conve r s e d  wi th  m e ,  n eve r  kn e w  t h a t  t h e  u nive r s e  con t ain e d
his  e q u al  o r  his  like—it s poke  m u c h,  bo t h
for  t h e  n a t u r al  s t r e n g t h  a n d  sou n d n e s s  of his  in t ellec t
a n d  for  t h e  exc elle nc e  of hi s  e d u c a tion,  t h a t  h e  w a s
so  s a n e  a  m a n,  so  e a r n e s t ,  a c tive,  a n d  jus t  a  r ul er. 
His  r eig n  w a s  sign alise d  by  a  b e t t e r  police,  a  m o r e
eve n  a d minis t r a tion  of jus tice,  a  g r e a t e r  efficiency,
judg m e n t,  a n d  e n e r gy in t h e  exec u tion  of g r e a t  works
of p u blic u tili ty, t h a n  his  r e al m  h a d  know n  for  a
t hous a n d  ye a r s ;  a n d  hi s  d u ty w a s  do n e  a s  dilige n tly
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a n d  conscie n tiously a s  if h e  h a d  know n  t h a t  consci enc e
w a s  t h e  voice  of a  s u p r e m e  Sove r eig n,  a n d  d u ty t h e
law of a n  u n e r rin g  a n d  u n e sc a p a ble  Law giver. 
Alone  a m o n g  a  r ac e  of u t t e rly e go tis tical cow a r d s ,
h e  h a d  t h e  cou r a g e  of a  soldier, a n d  t h e  p rinciples,
o r  a t  le a s t  t h e  ins tinc t s ,  wo r t hy of a  Child of t h e
S t ar.  With  hi m  alon e  could  I h ave  fel t  a  m o m e n t’s
s ec u ri ty fro m  s ava g e  a t t e m p t s  to  ex to r t  by  t e r ro r  o r
by to r t u r e  t h e  s e c r e t  I r efu s e d  to  s ell; a n d  I b elieve
t h a t  his  g e n e ro us  a b s tine n c e  fro m  s uc h  a n  a t t e m p t
w a s  a s  ex a s p e r a tin g  a s  it w a s  inco m p r e h e n sible  to
his  a dvise r s ,  a n d  c hiefly con t rib u t e d  to  involve  hi m
in t h e  ven g e a nc e  w hic h  b affled  g r e e d  a n d  h u m ble d  p e r son al
p rid e  h a d  le a g u e d  to  w r e ak  u po n  mys elf, a s  on  t hos e
wi th  w hos e  w elfa r e  a n d  s afe ty my ow n  w e r e  inext rica bly
in t e r t win e d.   I t  w a s  a  for t u n a t e ,  if no t  a  p rovide n ti al,
co m bin a tion  of ci rcu m s t a n c e s  t h a t  co m p elle d  t h e  e n e mi es
of t h e  S t ar, p ri m a rily on  my  a cco u n t ,  to  in t e r w e av e
wi th  t h ei r  s c h e m e  of m u r d e ro u s  p e r s e c u tion  a n d  p riva t e
r eve n g e  a n  e q u ally r u t hl e s s  a n d  a t rocious  t r e a son
a g ain s t  t h e  t h ro n e  a n d  p e r so n  of t h ei r  Mon a r c h.
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My a u die nc e  h a d  d e t ain e d  m e  long e r  t h a n  I h a d  exp ec t e d,
a n d  t h e  eve nin g  mis t  h a d  fai rly clos e d  in b efor e  I
r e t u r n e d.   E n t e ring,  no t  a s  u s u al  t h ro u g h  t h e
g ro u n d s  a n d  t h e  p e ris tyle,  b u t  by t h e  ves tibule  a n d
my  ow n  c h a m b er, a n d  hidd e n  by my  h alf-op e n  window,
I ove r h e a r d  a n  exc e e din gly c h a r a c t e ris tic  discus sion
on  t h e  incide n t  of t h e  m o r ning.

“S e rve  h e r  r ig h t!” Lee noo w a s  s aying.  
“Th a t  s h e  s ho uld  for  onc e  g e t  t h e  wo r s t  of it,
a n d  b e  dis b elieve d  to  s h a r p e n  t h e  s ting!”

“How do  you  know?” a sk e d  E nva.  “I
do n’t  feel so  s u r e  w e  h av e  h e a r d  t h e  las t  of
it.”

“Eve e n a  did  no t  s e e m  to  h ave  liked  h e r  h alf-ho ur,”
a n s w e r e d  Lee noo s pi t efully.  “Besid es,  if
h e  did  no t  dis b elieve  h e r  s to ry, h e  would  h ave  le t
h e r  p rove  it.”

“Is t h a t  you r  r eli a nc e?” b rok e  in E u n a n e.  
“The n  you  a r e  s wingin g  on  a  ro t t e n  b r a nc h.  
I would  no t  b elieve  my e a r s  if, for  all t h a t  all of
u s  could  inven t  a g ains t  h er, I h e a r d  hi m  so  m u c h  a s
a sk  Eve e n a,  ’Are  you  s p e akin g  t h e  t r u t h?’”

“It  is ve ry u n ev e n  m e a s u r e ,” m u t t e r e d
E nva.

“Un eve n!” c rie d  E u n a n e.   “Now,
I t hink  I h ave  t h e  b e s t  r ig h t  to  b e  jealous
of h e r  pl ac e;  a n d  it  do e s  s ting  m e  t h a t ,  w h e n  h e  t ak es
m e  for  his  co m p a nion  ou t  of doo r s,  o r  m a k e s  m o s t  of
m e  a t  ho m e,  it is so  pl ain  t h a t  h e  is t aking  t ro u ble,
a s  if h e  g r u d g e d  a  sof t  wo r d  o r  a  kiss  to  a no t h e r
a s  so m e t hin g  s tole n  fro m  h er.  But  h e  d e al s  eve nly,
af t e r  all.  If h e  w e r e  les s  t e n d e r  of h e r  w e  s ho uld
h ave  to  d r a w  ou r  zon es  tigh t er.  Bu t  h e  wo n’t
give  u s  t h e  c h a n c e  to  s ay, ’Teac h  t h e  a m ba
with  s tick a n d  t h e  e s v e  wi th  s u g ar.’”
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“I do  s ay it.  S h e  is n eve r  s n u b b e d  o r  silenc e d;
a n d  if s h e  h a s  h a d  wo r s e  t h a n  w h a t  h e  c alls  ‘advice’
to-d ay, I b elieve  it  is t h e  fi r s t  ti m e.   S h e  h a s
n eve r  ‘ha d  c a us e  to  w e a r  t h e  veil b efo r e  t h e
ho us e hold’ [to  hid e  blu s h e s  o r  t e a r s], o r  foun d
t h a t  his  ’lips  c a n  give  s h a r p e r  s ting  t h a n  t h ei r
kis s  c a n  h e al,’ like  t h e  r e s t  of u s .”

“Wh a t  for?  If h e  wish e d  to  find  h e r  in
faul t  h e  wo uld  h av e  to  w a tc h  h e r  d r e a m s.   Do you
exp ec t  hi m  to  b e  h a r d e r  to  h e r  t h a n  to  u s?   H e
do n’t  ‘look for  s t ain s  wit h  a  mic roscop e.’ 
N o n e  of u s  c a n  s ay  t h a t  h e  ‘drinks  t e a r s  for
t a s t e .’  N o n e  of u s  eve r  ’sm a r t e d  b e c a u s e
t h e  s u n  sco rc h e d  hi m .’  Would  you
h ave  hi m  ’tie  h e r  h a n d s  for  b ein g  w hi t e’?”
[pu nis h  h e r  for  p e rfec tion].

“Sh e  is n eve r  a t  faul t  b e c a u s e  h e  n eve r  b elieves
u s  a g ain s t  h er,” r e t u r n e d  Le e noo.

“How oft e n  wo uld  h e  h ave  b e e n  rig h t?   I
s a w  no t hing  of to-d ay’s q u a r r el,  b u t  I know
b efo r e h a n d  w h e r e  t h e  t r u t h  lay.  I t ell you t his:  
h e  h a t e s  t h e  s a n d al  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  sin,  b u t ,  s t r a n g e
a s  it s e e m s,  h e  h a t e s  a  false hood  wo r s e  s till; a n d
a  fals e hood  a g ain s t  Eve e n a—If you  w a n t
to  feel ‘how t h e  s p e a r-g r a s s  c u t s  w h e n  t h e  s h e a t h
b u r s t s ,’ le t  hi m  find  you ou t  in a n  exp e ri m e n t
like  t his!   You con g r a t ul a t e  you r s elf, Le e noo,
t h a t  you  h ave  go t  h e r  in to  t ro u ble.  Eln erve
t h a t  you  a r e!—if you  h av e,  you  h a d  b e t t e r
h ave  poison e d  his  c u p  b efo r e  his  eyes .   For  eve ry
t e a r  h e  s e e s  h e r  s h e d  h e  will r e ckon  wi t h  u s  a t  t w elve
ye a r s’ u s u ry.”
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“You  h ave  m a d e  h e r  s h e d  so m e,”
r e to r t e d  E nva.

“Yes,” s aid  E u n a n e,  “a n d  if h e  kn e w
it, I s ho uld  like  h alf a  yea r’s p e n a nc e  in  t h e
black  s a s h”  [as  t h e  bl ack  s h e e p  o r  sc a p e go a t
of h e r  N u r s e ry] “be t t e r  t h a n  my n ext  h alf-ho u r
alon e  wi th  hi m.   Wh e n  I w a s  silly e no u g h  to  ti e
t h e  veil ove r  h e r  m o u t h”  [t ake  t h e  lea d  in s e n ding
h e r  to  Coven t ry] “th e  d ay af t e r  w e  c a m e  h e r e ,
I exp e c t e d  to  p ay for  it, a n d  t ho u g h t  t h e  frui t  wo r t h
t h e  sc r a t c h e s .   Bu t  w h e n  h e  c a m e  in t h a t  eve ning,
no d d e d  a n d  s pok e  kindly to  u s ,  b u t  wi th  his  eye s  s e eking
for  h e r ;  w h e n  h e  s a w  h e r  a t  las t  si t ting  yond e r  wi t h
h e r  h e a d  do w n,  I s a w  ho w  his  face  d a rk e n e d  a t  t h e
ve ry ide a  t h a t  s h e  w a s  vexe d,  a n d  I t ho u g h t  t h e  flas h
w a s  in t h e  cloud.   Wh e n  s h e  s p r a n g  u p  a s  h e  c alled
h er, a n d  forc e d  a  s mile  b efo r e  h e  looke d  in to  h e r  fac e,
I wis h e d  I h a d  b e e n  a s  u gly a s  Min n  oo, t h a t  I mi g h t
h ave  b elon g e d  to  t h e  mis e ri e s,  wo r s t-t e m p e r e d  m a n
living,  r a t h e r  t h a n  h ave  so  p rovoke d  t h e  gi a n t .”

“But  w h a t  did  h e  do?”

“Well t h a t  h e  do n’t h e a r  you!” r e t u r n e d
E u n a n e.   “But  I c a n  a n s w e r;—no t hin g.  
I s hive r e d  like  a  leveloo  in  t h e  wind  w h e n  h e
c a m e  in to  my roo m,  b u t  I h e a r d  no t hing  a bo u t  Eve e n a.  
I told  Eive  so  n ex t  d ay—you r e m e m b e r  Eive
wo uld  h ave  no  p a r t  wi th  u s?   ’And you w e r e
c alle d  t h e  cleve r e s t  gi rl in you r  N u r s e ry!’ s h e
s aid; ’you h ave  jus t  ti e d  you r  ow n  h a n d s  a n d
give n  you r  s a n d al  in to  Eve e n a’s.  Whe n eve r
s h e  t ells  hi m,  you  will d rink  t h e  c u p  s h e  c hoos es
to  mix for  you, a n d  ve ry s al t  you  will find  it.’”

“Cr ac h!” (tus h  o r  s t uff), s aid  Ei r ale
con t e m p t uo usly.  “We h ave  ’filled
h e r  rob e  wi th  pins’ for  h alf a  ye a r  since  t h e n,
a n d  s h e  h a s  n eve r  b e e n  a ble  to  m a k e  hi m  cou n t  t h e m.”
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“Able!” r e t u r n e d  E u n a n e  s h a r ply, “do
you  know  no  b e t t e r?   Well, I c hos e  to  fancy s h e
w a s  holding  t his  ove r  m e  to  ke e p  m e  in h e r  po w er. 
On e  d ay s h e  s pok e—choosing  h e r  wo r d s  so
c a r efully—to  w a r n  m e  how  I w a s  s u r e  to
a n g e r  Cla sfe m p t a”  (th e  m a s t e r  of t h e  ho u s e hold)
“by p u s hing  my p r a nks  so  of t e n  to  t h e  ve r g e
of s afe ty a n d  no  fa r t h er.  I a n s w e r e d  h e r  wi th
a  t a u n t ,  a n d,  of cou r s e ,  t h a t  ev e ning  I w a s  m o r e  p e rv e r s e
t h a n  ever, t ill eve n  h e  could  s t a n d  it  no  long er. 
Whe n  h e  q uo t e d—

 “’Mor e  ligh tly t r e a t  w ho m  h a s t e
o r  h e a t  to  h e a dlong  t r e s p a s s  u r g e;
   The  h e avies t  s a n d als  fit t h e  fee t
t h a t  eve r  t r e a d  t h e  ve r g e’—

“I w a s  w ell frigh t e n e d.   I s a w  t h a t  t h e
bo u g h  h a d  b roke n  s ho r t  of t h e  e n d,  a n d  t h a t  for  onc e
Clasfe m p t a  could  m e a n  to  h u r t .   Bu t  Eve e n a  ke p t
hi m  a w hile, a n d  w h e n  h e  c a m e  to  m e ,  s h e  h a d  p e r s u a d e d
hi m  t h a t  I w a s  only mischievous,  no t  m alicious,  t e a sing
r a t h e r  t h a n  t r e s p a s sing.   Bu t  hi s  las t  wo rd s  s how e d
t h a t  h e  w a s  no t  so  s u r e  of t h a t .   ’I h ave
t r e a t e d  you  t his  ti m e  a s  a  child  w hos e  p e t ul a nc e  is
h alf pl ay; b u t  if you  wo uld  no t  h ave  you r  t e a sing
r e t u r n e d  wi th  in t e r e s t ,  ke e p  it clipp e d;  a n d—k e e p
it  for  m e .’  I h av e  oft e n  to r m e n t e d
h e r  sinc e  t h e n ,  b u t  I could  no t  for  s h a m e  h elp  you
to  s pi t e  h er.”

“Cr ac h!” s aid  E nva.   “Evee n a
mig h t  t hink  it  wis e  to  m a k e  fri en ds  wi th  you; b u t
wo uld  s h e  b e a r  to  b e  sligh t e d  a n d  p e r s e c u t e d  a  w hole
s u m m e r  if s h e  could  h elp  h e r s elf?  You know t h a t—
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  “Ma n’s con t rol in wo m a n’s
h a n d
   So r e s t  t ri e s  t h e  ho u s e hold  b a n d.  
   Clos e r  favou ri t e’s kiss e s
cling,
   Favou ri t e’s finge r s  s h a r p e r
s ting.’”

“Very likely,” r e plied  Eu n a n e.   “I
c a n no t  u n d e r s t a n d  a ny m o r e  t h a n  you  c a n  w hy Eve e n a
sc r e e n s  ins t e a d  of p u nis hing  u s;  w hy s h e  e n d u r e s  w h a t
a  wor d  to  hi m  would  p u t  do w n  u n d e r  h e r  s a n d al; b u t
s h e  do e s.   Does  s h e  c a s t  no  s h a dow  b ec a u s e  it
n eve r  d a rk e n s  hi s  p r e s e n c e  to  u s?   And af t e r  all,
h e r  min d  is no t  a  d e e p e r  d a rk n e s s  to  m e  t h a n  his.  
H e  e njoys  life  a s  no  m a n  h e r e  do e s;  b u t  w h a t  h e  e njoys
m os t  is a  good  ch a n c e  of losing  it; w hile  t hos e  w ho
find  it so  t e dious  g u a r d  it  like  w a tc h-d r a go ns.  
Whe n  t h e  n u m b e r  of a ccide n t s  m a d e  it difficul t  to  fill
u p  t h e  Sou t h e r n  h u n t  a t  a ny p rice,  t h e  Ca m p t a’s
r efus al  to  le t  hi m  go  so  vexe d  hi m  t h a t  Eve e n a  w a s
h alf af r aid  to  s how  h e r  s e ns e  of r elief.  You
wo uld  t hink  h e  like d  p ain—t h e  sc a r s  of t h e
k argy n da  a r e  no t  hi s  only o r  his  d e e p e s t  on es—if
h e  did  no t  c a t c h  a t  ev e ry excus e  to  s p a r e  it. 
And, a g ain,  w hy do es  h e  s p e ak  to  Eve e n a  a s  to  t h e  Ca m p t a,
a n d  to  u s  a s  to  child r e n—’child’
is his  sof t e s t  wo r d  for  u s?   The n,  h e  is p a ti e n t
w h e r e  you  exp ec t  no  m e r cy, a n d  s eve r e  w h e r e  o t h e r s
wo uld  lau g h.   Wh e n  E nv a  le t  t h e  el ec t ric  s tove
ove r h e a t  t h e  w a t er, so  t h a t  h e  w a s  sc ald e d  ho r ribly
in hi s  b a t h ,  w e  all cou n t e d  t h a t  h e  wo uld  a t  le a s t
h ave  p aid  h e r  b a ck  t h e  p ain  t wice  over.  Bu t  a s
soon  a s  Eve e n a  a n d  Eive  h a d  a r r a n g e d  t h e  b a n d a g e s ,
h e  s e n t  for  h er.  We could  sc a r c ely b rin g  you
to  hi m,  E nva; b u t  h e  p u t  ou t  t h e  only h a n d  h e  could
m ove  to  s t rok e  you r  h ai r  a s  h e  do e s  Eive’s,
a n d  s pok e  for  onc e  wi th  r e al  t e n d e r n e s s,  a s  if you
w e r e  t h e  p e r son  to  b e  pi tie d!   Any on e  els e  wo uld
h ave  laug h e d  h e a r tily a t  t h e  figu r e  h e r  e s v e
m a d e  wi th  h alf h e r  t ail p ulled  ou t .   But  no t  all
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Eve e n a’s pl e a ding  could  ob t ain  p a r do n  for  m e .”

“Th a t  w a s  c a p ric e,  no t  eve n  d e aling,”
s aid  Lee noo.  “You w e r e  no t  h alf so  b a d
a s  E nva.”

“H e  m a d e  m e  ow n  t h a t  I w a s,” r e plied  E u n a n e.  
“It  n eve r  occu r r e d  to  hi m  to  s u p pos e  o r  s ay
t h a t  s h e  did  it  on  p u r pos e.   Bu t  I w a s  c r u el  on
p u r pos e  to  t h e  bi r d,  if I w e r e  no t  s pi t eful to  i t s
mis t r e s s.   ’Don’t you  feel,’
h e  s aid,  ’tha t  in t e n tion al c r u el ty is w h a t  no
r ul er, w h e t h e r  of a  ho us e hold  o r  of a  king do m,  h a s
a  righ t  to  p a s s  ove r?   If no t ,  you  c a n  h a r dly
b e  fit for  a  c h a r g e  t h a t  gives  a ni m als  in to  you r  pow er.’ 
I n eve r  liked  hi m  h alf so  w ell; a n d  I a m  s u r e  I d e s e rve d
a  s eve r e r  les son.   Sinc e  t h e n,  I c a n no t  h elp  liking
t h e m  bo t h;  t ho u g h  it  is  m o r tifying  to  feel
t h a t  on e  is no t hin g  b efo r e  h er.”

“It  is in tole r a ble,” s aid  E nva  bi t t e rly;
“I d e t e s t  h er.”

“Is it h e r  faul t?” a sk e d  E u n a n e  wi th  so m e
w a r m t h.   “They a r e  so  like  e a c h  o th e r  a n d
so  u nlike  u s,  t h a t  I could  fancy s h e  c a m e  fro m  his
ow n  wo rld.   I w e n t  to  h e r  n ex t  d ay  in  h e r  ow n
roo m.”

“Ay,” in t e rj ec t e d  Lee noo  wi th  c hildish
s pi t e ,  “’kiss  t h e  foot  a n d  ‘sca p e
t h e  s a n d al.’”
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“Think so,” r e t u r n e d  E u n a n e  q uie tly, “if
you  like.   I t hou g h t  I ow e d  h e r  so m e  a m e n d s.  
Well, s h e  h a d  h e r  bi rd  in  h e r  lap,  a n d  I t hink  s h e
w a s  c rying  ove r  it.  But  a s  soon  a s  s h e  s a w  m e
s h e  p u t  it ou t  of sigh t .   I b e g a n  to  t ell h e r
how  so r ry I w a s  a bo u t  it, b u t  s h e  would  no t  le t  m e
go  on.  S h e  kiss e d  m e  a s  no  on e  eve r  kiss e d  m e
since  my sc hool fri en d  E r nie  di ed  t h r e e  ye a r s  a go;
a n d  s h e  c ri ed  m o r e  ove r  t h e  t ro u ble  I h a d  b ro u g h t
on  mys elf t h a n  ove r  h e r  p e t .   And since  t h e n,”
E u n a n e  w e n t  on  wi t h  a  sof t e n e d  voice,  “sh e  h a s
s how e d  m e  how  p r e t ty  it s  w ays  a r e ,  how  cleve r  i t is,
how  fond  of h er, a n d  s h e  t r i e s  to  m a k e  it frie n ds  wi th
m e....  So m e ti m es  I do n’t  wo n d e r  s h e  is so
m u c h  to  him  a n d  h e  to  h er.  S h e  w a s  b ro u g h t  u p
in t h e  ho m e  w h e r e  s h e  w a s  bo r n.   H e r  fa th e r  is
on e  of t hos e  s t r a n g e  p eo ple; a n d  I fancy t h e r e  is
so m e t hing  b e t w e e n  h e r  a n d  Clasfe m p t a  m o r e  t h a n. ...”

I could  no t  le t  t his  go  on;  a n d  s t e p pin g  b a ck  fro m
t h e  win dow  a s  if I h a d  b u t  jus t  r e t u r n e d,  I c alled
E u n a n e  by n a m e.   S h e  c a m e  a t  onc e,  a  lit tle  s u r p ri s e d
a t  t h e  s u m m o n s,  b u t  s u s p e c ting  no t hin g.   Bu t  t h e
fir s t  sigh t  of my  face  s t a r tl e d  h e r;  a n d  w h e n,  on
t h e  imp ulse  of t h e  m o m e n t ,  I took h e r  h a n d s  a n d  looke d
s t r aig h t  in to  h e r  eye s,  h e r  q uick  in t ellige nc e  p e r c eive d
a t  onc e  t h a t  I h a d  h e a r d  a t  le a s t  p a r t  of t h e  conve r s a tion.

“Ah,” s h e  s aid,  flus hing  a n d  h a n ging  h e r
h e a d,  “I a m  c a u g h t  now, b u t”—in
a  ton e  h alf of r elief—“I d e s e rve  it,
a n d  I wo n’t p r e t e n d  to  t hink  t h a t  you  a r e  a n g ry
only b e c a u s e  Eve e n a  is you r  favou ri t e .   You wo uld
no t  allow a ny of u s  to  b e  s pi t e d  if you  could  h elp
it, a n d  it  is m u c h  wor s e  to  h av e  s pi t e d  h er.”

I led  h e r  by  t h e  h a n d  a c ross  t h e  p e ris tyle  in to  h e r
ow n  ch a m b er, a n d  w h e n  t h e  window  clos e d  b e hind  u s ,
d r e w  h e r  to  my side .

“So you  wo uld  r a t h e r  b elon g  to  t h e  wo r s t  m a s t e r
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of you r  ow n  r a c e  t h a n  to  m e ?”

“Not  now,” s h e  a n s w e r e d.   “Tha t
w a s  my  fir s t  t hou g h t  w h e n  I s a w  ho w  you  fel t  for  Eve e n a ,
a n d  kn e w  how  a n g ry  you  wo uld  b e  w h e n  you foun d  ho w
w e—I m e a n  how  I—h a d  u s e d  h er,
a n d  I r e m e m b e r e d  ho w  t e r ribly s t ron g  you  w e r e .  
I know  you b e t t e r  now.  I t  is for  wo m e n  to  s t rike
wi th  five  finge r s” (in  u n m e a s u r e d  p a s sion);
“only, do n’t  t ell Eve e n a.   Besid es,”
s h e  m u r m u r e d,  colou rin g,  wi th  d rooping  eyelids,  “I
h a d  r a t h e r  b e  b e a t e n  by  you  t h a n  c a r e s s e d  by a no t h er.”

“Eu n a n e,  child, you  mig h t  w ell s ay you  do n’t
u n d e r s t a n d  m e.   I co uld  no t  h ave  lis t e n e d  to  you r
t alk if I h a d  m e a n t  to  u s e  it a g ains t  you; a n d  wi th
you  I h ave  no  c a u s e  to  b e  di spl e a s e d.   N ay”
(a s  s h e  looke d  u p  in s u r p ri s e), “I know  you
h ave  no t  u s e d  Eve e n a  kindly, b u t  I h e a r d  fro m  you r s elf
t h a t  you  h a d  r e p e n t e d .   Tha t  s h e ,  w ho  could  n eve r
b e  coaxe d  o r  co m p elled  to  s ay w h a t  m a d e  h e r  u n h a p py,
o r  eve n  to  ow n  t h a t  I h a d  g u e s s e d  it t r uly, h a s  fully
forgive n  you, you  do n’t  n e e d  to  b e  told.”

“Ind e e d,  I do n’t  u n d e r s t a n d,” t h e
gi rl so b b e d.   “Eve e n a  is alw ays  so  s t r a n g ely
soft  a n d  g e n tl e—s h e  would  r a t h e r  s uffe r
wi tho u t  r e a so n  t h a n  le t  u s  s uffe r  w ho  d e s e rve  it.  
Bu t  jus t  b e c a u s e  s h e  is so  kind,  you  m u s t  feel t h e
m o r e  bi t t e rly for  h er.  Beside s,” s h e  w e n t
on,  “I w a s  so  jealous—a s  if you  could
co m p a r e  m e  wi t h  h e r—eve n  af t e r  I h a d  fel t
h e r  kind n e s s.   N o! you  c a n no t  forgive  for  h er ,
a n d  you ou g h t  no t .”
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“Child,” I a n s w e r e d,  s a dly e no u g h,  for
my  conscie nc e  w a s  a s  ill a t  e a s e  a s  h e r s ,  wit h  d e e p e r
c a u s e ,  “I don’t  t ell you  t h a t  you r  jealousy
w a s  no t  foolish  a n d  you r  p e t ul a nc e  c ulp a ble;  b u t  I
do  s ay  t h a t  n ei th e r  Eve e n a  no r  I h ave  t h e  h e a r t—p e r h a p s
I h ave  no t  eve n  t h e  righ t—to  bl a m e  you. 
I t  is t r u e  t h a t  I love  Eve e n a  a s  I c a n  love  no  o t h e r
in t his  wo rld  o r  my  ow n.   Ho w  w ell s h e  d e s e rve s
t h a t  love  no n e  b u t  I c a n  know.  So  loving  h er,
I would  no t  willingly h av e  b ro u g h t  a ny o th e r  wo m a n
into  a  r el a tion  w hich  could  m a k e  h e r  d e p e n d e n t  u po n
or  d e si rous  of s uc h  love  a s  I c a n no t  give.   You
know how  t his  r el a tion  to  you  a n d  t h e  o t h e r s  w a s  forc e d
u po n  m e.   Whe n  I a cc e p t e d  it, I t hou g h t  I could
give  you  a s  m u c h  affec tion  a s  you  wo uld  find  els e w h e r e .  
H ow  fa r  a n d  w hy I w ro n g e d  Eve e n a  is b e t w e e n  h e r  a n d
mys elf.  I did  no t  t hink  t h a t  I co uld  b e  w ro n gin g
you.”

Very lit tl e  of t his  w a s  in t elligible  to  E u n a n e.  
S h e  fel t  a  t e n d e r n e s s  s h e  h a d  n eve r  b efo r e  r e c eive d;
b u t  s h e  could  no t  u n d e r s t a n d  my do u b t ,  a n d  s h e  r e plied
only to  my las t  wo r d s .

“Wron g  u s!   H ow  could  you?  Did  w e  a sk
w h e t h e r  you  h a d  a no t h e r  wife, o r  w ho  wo uld  b e  you r
favou ri t e?   Did  you  p ro mis e  to  like  u s ,  o r  eve n
to  b e  kind  to  u s?   You mig h t  h ave  n e glec t e d  u s
al tog e t h er, m a d e  on e  gi rl  you r  sole  co m p a nion,  ke p t
all ind ulg e nc e s ,  a ll favou r s,  for  h e r ;  a n d  how  wo uld
you  h ave  w ro n g e d  u s?   If you  h a d  t u r n e d  on  u s  w h e n
s h e  vexe d  you, h u m ble d  u s  to  g r a tify h e r  c a p rice,
ill-u s e d  u s  to  ven t  you r  t e m p er, o t h e r  m e n  wo uld  h ave
do n e  t h e  s a m e.   Who els e  wo uld  h av e  t r e a t e d  u s
a s  you  h ave  do n e?   Who would  h av e  b e e n  c a r eful
to  give  e a c h  of u s  h e r  s h a r e  in  eve ry  pl e a s u r e ,  h e r
t u r n  in eve ry holiday, h e r  e m ploym e n t  a t  ho m e,  h e r
pl ac e  in you r  co m p a ny a b ro a d?   Who would  h ave  inqui r e d
in to  t h e  t r u t h  of ou r  co m plain t s  a n d  t h e  m e ri t s  of
ou r  q u a r r el s;  would  h ave  m a d e  so  m a ny exc us e s  for
ou r  faul ts ,  give n  u s  so  m a ny p a tie n t  w a r nin gs?... 
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Wron g e d  u s!   The r e  m ay  b e  so m e  of u s  w ho  do n’t
like  you; t h e r e  is no t  on e  w ho  could  b e a r  to  b e  s e n t
a w ay, no t  on e  w ho  wo uld  exc h a n g e  t his  ho u s e  for  t h e
p al ac e  of t h e  c a m p t a  t ho u g h  you p ro no u nc e  him  kingly
in n a t u r e  a s  in pow er.”

S h e  s poke  a s  s h e  b elieved,  if s h e  s pok e  in e r ror. 
“If so,  my  child,  w hy h ave  you  all b e e n  so  bi t t e r
a g ain s t  Eve e n a?   Why h ave  you  you r s elf b e e n  jealous
of on e  w ho, a s  you  a d mi t,  h a s  b e e n  a  favou ri t e  only
in a  love  you  did  no t  exp ec t?”

“But  w e  s a w  it, a n d  w e  e nvied  h e r  so  m u c h  love,
so  m u c h  r e s p e c t ,” s h e  r e plie d  fr a nkly. 
“And for  mys elf,”—s h e  colou r e d,
fal t e r e d,  a n d  w a s  silen t .   “For  you r s elf,
my  c hild?”

“I w a s  a  vain  fool,” s h e  b rok e  ou t  imp e t uo usly. 
“They told  m e  t h a t  I w a s  b e a u tiful, a n d  clever,
a n d  co m p a nion a ble.   I fancie d  I s ho uld  b e  you r
favou ri t e ,  a n d  hold  t h e  fir s t  pl ac e;  a n d  w h e n  I s a w
h er, I wo uld  no t  s e e  h e r  g r a c e  a n d  g e n tl e n e ss ,  o r
obs e rve  h e r  sof t  s w e e t  voice,  a n d  t h e  ch a r m s  t h a t
p u t  my  figu r e  a n d  co m plexion  to  s h a m e,  a n d  t h e  q uie t
s e n s e  a n d  t r u t h  t h a t  w e r e  wo r t h  tw elvefold my q uickn e s s,
my  m e m o ry, a n d  my  h a n din e s s.   I w a s  dis a p poin t e d
a n d  m o r tified  t h a t  s h e  s ho uld  b e  p r efe r r e d.   Oh,
how  you  m u s t  h a t e  m e ,  Clasfe m p t a;  for  I h a t e  mys elf
w hile  I t ell you w h a t  I h ave  b e e n!”
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Accor din g  to  E u rop e a n  doc t rin e,  my  feal ty to  Eve e n a
m u s t  t h e n  h ave  b e e n  in p e ril.  And ye t ,  w a r mly
a s  I fel t  for  E u n a n e,  t h e  el e m e n t  in h e r  p a s sion a t e
confession  t h a t  touc h e d  m e  m os t  w a s  h e r  r ecog ni tion
of Eve e n a’s s u p e rio ri ty; a n d  a s  I soo t h e d  a n d
co mfo r t e d  t h e  h alf-c hildish  p e ni t e n t ,  I t ho u g h t  ho w
m u c h  it  would  pl e a s e  Eve e n a  t h a t  I h a d  a t  las t  co m e
to  a n  u n d e r s t a n din g  wi th  t h e  co m p a nion  s h e  avow e dly
liked  t h e  b e s t .

“But,  E u n a n e,” I s aid  a t  las t ,  “do
you  r e m e m b e r  w h a t  you  w e r e  s aying  w h e n  I c alle d  you—c alle d
you  on  p u r pos e  to  s top  you?  You s aid  t h a t  t h e r e
w a s  so m e t hing  b e t w e e n  Eve e n a  a n d  mys elf m o r e  t h a n—–m o r e
t h a n  w h a t?   Wh a t  did  you m e a n?   S p e a k  fr a nkly,
c hild; I know  t h a t  t his  ti m e  you  w e r e  no t  going  to
sc ald  m e  on  p u r pos e.”

“I do n’t  know q ui t e  w h a t  I m e a n t ,”
s h e  r e plied  sim ply.  “But  t h e  fi r s t  tim e
you  took m e  ou t,  I h e a r d  t h e  s u p e rin t e n d e n t  s ay  so m e
s t r a n g e  t hin gs;  a n d  t h e n  h e  ch e cke d  hi ms elf w h e n  h e
foun d  you r  co m p a nion  w a s  no t  Eve e n a.   The n  Eive—I
m e a n—you u s e  exp r e s sions  so m e ti m e s  in t alking
to  Eve e n a  t h a t  w e  n eve r  h e a r d  b efo r e.   I t hink
t h e r e  is so m e  s ec r e t  b e t w e e n  you.”

“And if t h e r e  b e ,  E u n a n e,  w e r e  yo u  goin g
to  b e t r ay  it—to  s e t  E nva  a n d  Lee noo on
to  find  it ou t?”

“I did  no t  t hink,” s h e  s aid.   “I
n eve r  do  t hink  b efor e  I g e t  into  t r ou ble.   I do n’t
s ay, forgive  m e  t his  tim e;  b u t  I will hold  my
ton g u e  for  t h e  fu tu r e .”

By t his  ti m e  ou r  eve nin g  m e al  w a s  r e a dy.  As I
led  E u n a n e  to  h e r  pl ac e,  Eve e n a  looke d  u p  wi th  so m e
lit tle  s u r p ri s e.   I t  w a s  r a r ely t h a t ,  e s p e ci ally
on  r e t u r ning  fro m  a b s e nc e,  I h a d  so u g h t  a ny o t h e r  co m p a ny
t h a n  h e r s .   Bu t  t h e r e  w a s  no  ting e  of jealousy
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or  dou b t  in h e r  look.  On  t h e  con t r a ry, a s ,  wi th
h e r  e n ti r e  co m p r e h e n sion  of eve ry  exp r e ssion  of my
fac e,  a n d  h e r  q uickn e s s  to  r e a d  t h e  looks  of o t h e r s,
s h e  s a w  in bo t h  cou n t e n a n c e s  t h a t  w e  w e r e  on  b e t t e r
t e r m s  t h a n  eve r  b efo r e,  h e r  ow n  b righ t e n e d  a t  t h e
t hou g h t .   As I pl ac e d  mys elf b e sid e  h er, s h e  s tole
h e r  h a n d  u no bs e rve d  in to  min e,  a n d  p r e s s e d  it a s  s h e
w hisp e r e d—

“You h av e  foun d  h e r  ou t  a t  las t .   S h e  is
h alf a  c hild  a s  ye t;  b u t  s h e  h a s  a  h e a r t—a n d
p e r h a p s  t h e  only on e  a m o n g  t h e m.”

“The  four,” a s  I c alled  t h e m,  looke d  u p
a s  w e  a p p ro ac h e d  wit h  e a g e r  m alice:—bit t e rly
dis a p poin t e d,  w h e n  t h ey s a w  t h a t  E u n a n e  h a d  won  so m e t hin g
m o r e  t h a n  p a r do n.   Wh a t eve r  p e n a nc e  t h ey h a d  d r e a d e d,
t h ei r  ow n  e s c a p e  ill co m p e n s a t e d  t h e  loss  of t h ei r
exp ec t e d  ple a s u r e  in t h e  p ain  a n d  h u milia tion  of a
fine r  n a t u r e .   E u n a n e’s  look, ti midly a p p e aling
to  h e r  to  r a tify ou r  full r e concilia tion,  a n s w e r e d
by Eve e n a’s s mile  of t e n d er, sis t e rly sy m p a t hy,
e n h a n c e d  a n d  co m ple t e d  t h ei r  di sco mfitu r e .

CHAPTER XXII — PECULIAR INSTITUTIONS.
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A c hief luxu ry a n d  exp e n s e  in w hich,  w h e n  a w a r e  w h a t
my  inco m e  w a s,  I ind ulge d  mys elf fr e ely w a s  t h e  p u rc h a s e
of M a r ti al  lit e r a t u r e .   Only e p h e m e r al  wo rks  a r e
a s  a  r ul e  p rin t e d  in t h e  p ho nog r a p hic  ch a r a c t er, w hich
alon e  I could  r e a d  wi th  e a s e .   The  M a r ti alis t s
h ave  no  n e w s p a p e r s.   I t  do e s  no t  s e e m  to  t h e m
wo r t h  w hile  to  r e co r d  d aily t h e  a ccid e n t s,  t h e  b u sine s s
incid e n t s ,  t h e  p ric e s,  t h e  a m u s e m e n t s ,  a n d  t h e  follies
of t h e  d ay; a n d  poli tics  t h ey h ave  no n e.   In  no
c a s e  wo uld  a  p eo ple  so  coldly wis e,  so  t ho rou g hly
imp r e s s e d  by exp e ri e nc e  wi t h  a  s e ns e  of t h e  ex t r e m e
folly of political a gi t a tion,  legisla tive  c h a n g e,
a n d  d e moc r a tic  violenc e,  h ave  cu r s e d  t h e m s elves  wi th
a ny t hing  like  t h e  p r e s s  of E u rop e  o r  Ame rica.  
Bu t  a s  i t is, all t h ey  h av e  to  r eco r d  is g a t h e r e d
e a c h  t w elf th  d ay a t  t h e  t ele g r a p h  office s,  a n d  fro m
t h e s e  co m m u nic a t e d  on  a  single  s h e e t  a bo u t  fou r  inch e s
s q u a r e  to  all w ho  c a r e  to  r e c eive  it.  Bu t  e a c h
p rofe ssion  o r  occu p a tion  t h a t  bo a s t s ,  a s  do  m os t ,
a n  o r g a nis a tion  a n d  a  c e n t r e  of disc ussion  a n d  co u ncil,
is su e s  a t  in t e rvals  books  con t aining  collec t e d  fac t s ,
e s s ays,  r e po r t s  of exp e ri m e n t s ,  a n d  lec t u r e s.  
Eve ry m a n  w ho  c a r e s  to  co m m u nica t e  his  p a s sin g  ide a s
to  t h e  p u blic  do e s  so  by m e a n s  of t h e  p ho nog r a p h.  
Whe n  h e  h a s  a  g r ave r  work,  w hich  is, in  his  view a t
lea s t,  of p e r m a n e n t  impo r t a n c e  to  p u blish,  it  is w ri t t e n
in t h e  s tylog r a p hic  c h a r a c t er, a n d  sold  a t  t h e  t ele g r a p hic
c e n t r e s .   The  ext r e m e  co m plic a tion  a n d  co m p r e s sion
e m ploye d  in t his  ch a r ac t e r  h a d ,  a s  I h av e  al r e a dy s aid,
r e n d e r e d  it ve ry difficul t  to  m e;  a n d  t ho u g h  I h a d
lea r n t  to  d e cip h e r  it  a s  a  c hild  s p ells  ou t  t h e  wo r d s
w hich  a  few ye a r s  la t e r  it will r e a d  u nco nsciously
by t h e  eye,  t h e  only m a n n e r  in  w hic h  I could  q uickly
g a t h e r  t h e  s e n s e  of s uc h  books  w a s  by  d e si ring  on e
o r  o th e r  of t h e  ladies  to  r e a d  t h e m  alou d.   S t r a n g ely
e no u g h,  n ex t  to  Eve e n a,  Eive  w a s  by  fa r  t h e  b e s t  r e a d er. 
E u n a n e  u n d e r s tood  infini t ely b e t t e r  w h a t  s h e  w a s  p e r u sing;
b u t  t h e  a r t  of r e a ding  aloud  is u s ele s s ,  a n d  t h e r efo r e
n eve r  t a u g h t ,  in s chools  w hos e  eve ry p u pil le a r n s  to
r e a d  wi th  t h e  u s u al  facility a  c h a r a c t e r  w hich  t h e
p r a c tise d  eye  c a n  in t e r p r e t  inco m p a r a bly fas t e r  t h a n
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t h e  voice  could  possibly u t t e r  i t.  This r e a ding
mig h t  h ave  affo rd e d  m a ny oppo r t u ni ti es  of p riva t e
conve r s e  wi th  Eve e n a,  b u t  t h a t  Eive,  w hos e  knowle d g e
w a s  by no  m e a n s  p ropo r tion a t e  to  h e r  in t ellige nc e,
e n t r e a t e d  p e r mission  to  lis t e n  to  t h e  books  I s elec t e d;
a n d  Eve e n a,  t ho u g h  no t  p a r ti al to  h e r  c hildish  co m p a nion
a n d  a d mi r er, p e r s u a d e d  m e  no t  to  r efu s e.

The  s to ry of my  voya g e  a n d  r e po r t s  of my  fir s t  a u die nc e
a t  Cou r t  w e r e ,  of cou r s e ,  widely ci rc ul a t e d  a n d  ex t e nsively
c a nvas s e d.   Thou g h  r e g a r d e d  wi th  no  favour, e s p e ci ally
by t h e  p rofess e d  p hilosop h e r s  a n d  scie n tis t s ,  my  a dve n t u r e s
a n d  mys elf w e r e  n a t u r ally a n  objec t  of g r e a t  c u riosi ty;
a n d  I w a s  no t  s u r p ris e d  w h e n  a  civil if cold  r e q u e s t
w a s  p r efe r r e d ,  on  b e h alf of w h a t  I m ay  c all t h e  M a r ti al
Aca d e my, t h a t  I wo uld  d elive r  in  t h ei r  h all a  s e rie s
of lec t u r e s ,  o r  r a t h e r  a  con n e c t e d  o r al  a cco u n t  of
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t h e  wo rld  fro m  w hich  I p rofes s e d  to  h ave  co m e,  a n d
of t h e  m a n n e r  in w hich  my  voya g e  h a d  b e e n  a cco m plish e d.  
Afte r  cons ul ting  Eve e n a  a n d  Davilo, I a cc e p t e d  t h e
invit a tion,  a n d  in t e n d e d  to  t ak e  t h e  for m e r  wi th  m e .  
S h e  objec t e d,  ho w ever, t h a t  w hile  s h e  h a d  h e a r d  m u c h
in h e r  fa t h e r’s ho u s e  a n d  d u ring  ou r  t r av els
of w h a t  I h a d  to  t ell, h e r  co m p a nions,  s c a r c ely les s
in t e r e s t e d ,  w e r e  co m p a r a tively igno r a n t .   Indisc r e e tly,
b ec a u s e  so m e w h a t  p rovoke d  by t h e s e  r e p e a t e d  s a c rifice s,
a s  m u c h  of my  inclina tion  a s  h e r  ow n,  I m e n tion e d
my  p u r pos e  a t  ou r  ev e ning  m e al, a n d  b a d e  h e r  n a m e  t hos e
w ho  s ho uld  a c co m p a ny m e.   I w a s  a  lit tle  s u r p ris e d
w h e n,  c a r efully ev a din g  t h e  dic t a tion  to  w hich  s h e
w a s  invit ed,  s h e  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  E u n a n e  a n d  Eive  wo uld
p ro b a bly m os t  e njoy t h e  op po r t u ni ty.  Tha t  s h e
s ho uld  b e  willing  to  g e t  r id  of t h e  m o s t  wilful a n d
p e t ul a n t  of t h e  p a r ty  s e e m e d  n a t u r al.  The  o t h e r
s elec tion  confi r m e d  t h e  imp r e s sion  I h a d  for m e d,  b u t
d a r e d  no t  exp r e s s  to  on e  w ho m  I h a d  n eve r  bl a m e d  wit ho u t
finding  mys elf in t h e  w ro n g,  t h a t  Eve e n a  r e g a r d e d
Eive  wit h  a  feeling  m o r e  n e a rly a p p ro ac hing  to  jealousy
t h a n  h e r  n a t u r e  s e e m e d  c a p a ble  of e n t e r t aining.  
I ob eye d,  ho w ever, wi thou t  co m m e n t;  a n d  bo t h  t h e  co m p a nions
s elec t e d  for  m e  w e r e  d eligh t e d  a t  t h e  p ro s p e c t .

The  Acad e my is si t u a t e d  a bo u t  h alf-w ay b e t w e e n  Amac a sfe
a n d  t h e  Resid e nc e;  t h e  facili tie s  of M a r ti al  t r avelling,
a n d  a bove  all of t el e g r a p hic  a n d  t ele p ho nic  co m m u nic a tion,
dis p e n sin g  wit h  all r e a so n  for  pl acing  g r e a t  ins ti t u tions
in o r  n e a r  impor t a n t  ci ties.   We t r avelle r  by
b alloon, a s  I w as  a nxious  to  imp rove  mys elf in t h e
m a n a g e m e n t  of t h e s e  m a c hin es .   Afte r  frigh t e ning
my  co m p a nions  so  fa r  a s  to  p rovoke  so m e,  ou tc ry fro m
Eive,  a n d  fro m  E u n a n e  so m e  s a u cy r e m a r ks  on  my clu m sin e ss ,
on  w hich  no  on e  els e  wo uld  h ave  ve n t u r e d ,  I d e s c e n d e d
s afely, if no t  ve ry c r e di t a bly, in fron t  of t h e  b uilding
w hich  s e rves  a s  a  local c e n t r e  of M a r ti al p hilosop hy. 
The  r e side n c e s  of so m e  sixty of t h e  m os t  e min e n t  p rofes so r s
of va rious  sci enc es—elec t e d  by t h ei r  colle a g u e s
a s  s e a t s  fall vac a n t ,  wi th  t h e  a p p roval of t h e  hig h e s t
Cou r t  of Judica t u r e  a n d  of t h e  c a m p t a—clus t e r
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a ro u n d  a  h u g e  b uilding  in t h e  for m  of a  h exa gon  m a d e
u p  of a  m ul ti t u d e  of s m alle r  h exa go ns,  in t h e  c e n t r e
w h e r eof is t h e  g r e a t  h all of t h e  s a m e  s h a p e.  
In  t h e  s m alle r  c h a m b e r s  w hic h  s u r ro u n d  it  a r e  t el e p ho n e s
t h ro u g h  w hic h  a d d r e s s e s  d elive r e d  in a  h u n d r e d  diffe r e n t
q u a r t e r s  a r e  m e c h a nic ally r e p e a t e d;  so  t h a t  t h e  r e sid e n t s
o r  t e m po r a ry  visi to r s  c a n  h e r e  g a t h e r  a t  onc e  all
t h e  knowle d g e  t h a t  is co m m u nica t e d  by a ny m a n  of no t e
to  a ny a u die nc e  t h ro u g ho u t  t h e  pl a n e t .   On  t his
a c co u n t  n u m b e r s  of youn g  m e n  jus t  e m a n cip a t e d  fro m
t h e  colleg e s  co m e  h e r e  to  co m ple t e  t h ei r  e d u c a tion;
a n d  a bove  e a c h  of t h e  a u di to ry c h a m b e r s  is a no t h e r
divide d  in to  six s m all roo m s,  w h e r ein  t h e s e  visi to r s
a r e  a c co m m o d a t e d.   A s m all ho us e  b elonging  to
on e  of t h e  m e m b e r s  w ho  h a p p e n e d  to  b e  a b s e n t  w a s  a p p ro p ri a t e d
to  m e  d u rin g  my  s t ay, a n d  in i ts  h all t h e  p hilosop h e r s
g a t h e r e d  in t h e  m o r ning  to  conve r s e  wi th  o r  to  q u e s tion
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m e  in d e t ail r e s p ec ting  t h e  wo rld  w hos e  exis t e nc e  t h ey
wo uld  no t  for m ally a d mi t,  b u t  w hos e  life, p hysical,
social, a n d  politic al, a n d  w hos e  scie n tific a n d  h u m a n
his to ry, t h ey  r e g a r d e d  wi t h  a s  m u c h  c u riosi ty a s  if
it s  r e ali ty w e r e  a s c e r t ain e d.   Cou r t e sy forbids
eve ning  visi t s  u nle s s  on  dis tinc t  a n d  p r e s sin g  invit a tion,
it  b ein g  s u p pos e d  t h a t  t h e  h e a d  of a  ho us e hold  m ay
c a r e  to  s p e n d  t h a t  p a r t  of hi s  tim e,  a n d  t h a t  alon e,
wi th  hi s  ow n  fa mily.

The  Acad e mis t s  a r e  p rovide d  by t h e  S t a t e  wi t h  inco m e s,
of a n  a m o u n t  ve ry m u c h  la r g e r  t h a n  t h e  m o d e s t  allow a nc es
w hich  t h e  rich es t  n a tions  of t h e  E a r t h  al mos t  g r u d g e
to  t h e  m e n  w hos e  n a m e s  in fut u r e  his to ry will p ro b a bly
b e  r e m e m b e r e d  long e r  t h a n  t hos e  of e min e n t  s t a t e s m e n
a n d  w a r rio r s.   So m e  of t h e m  h ave  m a d e  conside r a ble
for t u n e s  by t u r ning  to  a cco u n t  in p r a c tical inve n tion
t his  o r  t h a t  scie n tific di scove ry.  But  a s  a  r ul e ,
in  M a r s  a s  on  E a r t h,  t h e  gif ts  a n d  t h e  c a r e e r  of t h e
discove r er, a n d  t h e  inve n to r  a r e  di s tinc t.   I t
is, ho w ever, fro m  t h e  p u r ely t h eo r e tic al labo u r s  of
t h e  m e n  of scie nc e  t h a t  t h e  inve n tions  u s eful in m a n ufac t u r e s ,
in  co m m u nic a tion,  in  eve ry d e p a r t m e n t  of life  a n d
b u sin es s,  a r e  g e n e r ally d e rive d;  a n d  t h e  p r ejudice
o r  jud g m e n t  of t his  s t r a n g e  p eo ple  h a s  laid it dow n
t h a t  t hos e  w ho  d evo t e  t h ei r  lives  to  work  in it s elf
u n r e m u n e r a tive,  b u t  indir ec tly m o s t  valu a ble  to  t h e
p u blic, s ho uld  b e  a t  le a s t  a s  w ell off a s  t h e  s u bo r din a t e
s e rva n t s  of t h e  S t a t e .   In  socie ty t h ey  a r e  p e r h a p s
m o r e  ho no u r e d  t h a n  a ny b u t  t h e  hig h es t  p u blic  a u t ho ri ti es;
a n d  my a u die nc e  w a s  t h e  m os t  di s ting uis h e d,  a cco r din g
to  t h e  ide as  of t h a t  wo rld,  t h a t  it  could  fu rnish.

At noo n  e a c h  d ay I e n t e r e d  t h e  h all, w hich  w a s  c row d e d
wi th  b e nc h e s  ri sing  on  five  sid es  fro m  t h e  c e n t r e
to  t h e  w alls,  t h e  sixth  b eing  occ u pie d  by  a  pl a tfo r m
w h e r e  t h e  lec t u r e r  a n d  t h e  m e m b e r s  of t h e  Acad e my
s a t .   Afte r  e a c h  lec t u r e ,  w hic h  occ u pie d  so m e  t wo
ho u r s ,  q u e s tions  m o r e  o r  les s  p e r pl exing  w e r e  p u t
by t h e  la t t er.  Only, how ever, on  t h e  fir s t  occ a sion,
w h e n  I r e s e rve d,  a s  b efo r e  t h e  Zin t a  a n d  t h e  Cou r t ,
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all info r m a tion  t h a t  could  e n a ble  my h e a r e r s  to  divine
t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  a p e r gic  forc e,  w a s  inc r e d ulity so
plainly insinu a t e d  a s  to  a m o u n t  to  a b solu t e  ins ul t .

“If,” I s aid,  “you  c hoos e  to  di sb elieve
w h a t  I t ell you, you  a r e  w elco m e  to  do  so.   But
you  a r e  no t  a t  libe r ty to  exp r e ss  you r  disb elief to
m e.   To do  so  is to  ch a r g e  m e  wi th  lying; a n d  to
t h a t  ch a r g e ,  w h a t eve r  m ay  b e  t h e  c us to m s  of t his  wo rld,
t h e r e  is in mi n e  b u t  on e  a n s w er,” a n d  I laid
my  h a n d  on  t h e  hil t  of t h e  s wo r d  I wo r e  in d efe r e nc e
to  Davilo’s w a r nings ,  b u t  w hich  h e  a n d  o t h e r s
con sid e r e d  a  Ter r e s t ri al o r n a m e n t  r a t h e r  t h a n  a  w e a po n.

The  P r e sid e n t  of t h e  Acad e my q uie tly r e plied—“Of
all t h e  s t r a n g e  t hings  w e  h ave  h e a r d,  t his  s e e m s  t h e
s t r a n g e s t .   I w aive  t h e  p ro b a bili ty of you r  s t a t e m e n t s ,
o r  t h e  r e a so n a ble n e s s  of t h e  do u b t s  s u g g e s t e d.  
Bu t  I fail to  u n d e r s t a n d  how, h e r e  o r  in a ny o th e r
wo rld,  if t h e  imp u t a tion  of false hood  b e  conside r e d
so  g ross  a n  offenc e—a n d  h e r e  i t is too
co m m o n  to  b e  so  r e g a r d e d—it c a n  b e  r e p elled
by p roving  you r s elf m o r e  skilled  in t h e  u s e  of w e a po ns,
o r  s t ro n g e r  o r  m o r e  d a rin g  t h a n  t h e  p e r son  w ho  h a s
c h allen g e d  you r  a s s e r tion.”
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The  m o r al  cou r a g e  a n d  s elf-pos s e s sion  of t h e  P r e sid e n t
w e r e  a s  m a r k e d  a s  his  logic w a s  ir r ef r a g a ble;  b u t
my  ou t b r e a k,  ho w eve r  illogic al, s e rve d  it s  p u r pos e.  
N o  on e  w a s  dis pos e d  to  give  m o r t al offenc e  to  on e
w ho  s ho w e d  hi ms elf so  r e a dy to  r e s e n t  it, t ho u g h  p ro b a bly
t h e  a p p r e h e n sion  r el a t e d  les s  to  my s wo r ds m a n s hip
t h a n  t h e  favou r  I w a s  s u p pos e d  to  e njoy wi th  t h e  S uz e r ain.

S e riously imp r e s s e d  by t h e  g ro wing  e a r n e s t n e ss  of
Davilo’s w a r nin gs,  a n d  feeling  t h a t  I could
no  long e r  conc e al  t h e  p r e s s u r e  of so m e  a nxie ty on
my  min d,  g r a d u ally, c a u tiously, a n d  t e n d e rly I b rok e
to  Eve e n a  w h a t  I h a d  le a r n e d,  wi th  b u t  t wo  r e s e rves.  
I would  no t  r e n d e r  h e r  life  mi s e r a ble  by t h e  s u g g e s tion
of pos sible  t r e a son  in ou r  ow n  ho u s e hold.   Tha t
s h e  mig h t  no t  infe r  t his  for  h e r s elf, I led  h e r  to
b elieve  t h a t  t h e  exis t e nc e  a n d  discove ry of t h e  co ns pi r acy
w a s  of a  d a t e  long  s u bs e q u e n t  to  my a c c e p t a n c e  of
t h e  Sove r eign’s u n w elco m e  gift.   S h e  w a s
d e e ply affec t e d ,  a n d,  a s  I h a d  fea r e d ,  exc e e dingly
dis t u r b e d.   But ,  ve ry c h a r a c t e ris tic ally, t h e  ke e n e s t
imp r e s sion  m a d e  u po n  h e r  min d  conc e r n e d  less  t h e  u r g e n cy
of t h e  p e ril t h a n  its  o rigin,  t h e  fac t  t h a t  i t w a s
incu r r e d  t h rou g h  a n d  for  h er.  On  t his  s h e  insis t e d
m u c h  m o r e  t h a n  s e e m e d  jus t  o r  r e a son a ble.   I t  w a s
for  h e r  s ak e,  no  dou b t ,  t h a t  I h a d  m a d e  t h e  Reg e n t
of Elcavoo my bi t t er, i r r econcila ble  foe.   I t
w a s  my  m a r r i a g e  wit h  h er, t h e  d a u g h t e r  of t h e  m os t
e min e n t  a m o n g  t h e  c hiefs  of t h e  Zint a,  t h a t  h a d  m a r k e d
m e  ou t  a s  on e  of t h e  fi r s t  a n d  p rincip al vic tims,
a n d  s e t  on  my h e a d  a  value  a s  hig h  a s  on  t h a t  of a ny
of t h e  Ord e r  s ave  t h e  Arch-E nligh t e n e r  him s elf, w hos e
p e r so n al  ch a r ac t e r  a n d  social dis tinc tion  would  h ave
indica t e d  hi m  a s  e s p e cially d a n g e ro us,  eve n  h a d  his
s ec r e t  r a nk  b e e n  al tog e t h e r  u n s u s p e c t e d.   I t  w a s
impossible  to  soo t h e  Eve e n a’s  fir s t  ou t b r e a k
of feeling,  o r  r e a so n  wi th  h e r  illogic al s elf-r e p ro a c h.  
Co m p elle d  a t  las t  to  a d mit  t h a t  t h e  p e r il h a d  b e e n
u n con sciously incu r r e d  w h e n  s h e  n ei th e r  kn e w  no r  could
h ave  know n  it, s h e  pl e a d e d  e a g e rly a n d  e a r n e s tly for
p e r mission  to  r e p ai r  by  t h e  s ac rifice  of h e r s elf t h e
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inju ry s h e  h a d  b ro u g h t  u po n  m e.   I t  w a s  u s el e s s
to  t ell h e r  t h a t  t h e  a c c e p t a n c e  of s uc h  a  s a c rifice
wo uld  b e  a  t ho us a n d-fold wo r s e  t h a n  d e a t h .   Even
t h e  d e p t h  a n d  d evo tion  of h e r  ow n  love  could  no t  p e r s u a d e
h e r  to  r e alis e  t h e  p a s sion a t e  e a r n e s t n e s s  of min e.  
I t  w a s  s till m o r e  in  vain  to  r e min d  h e r  t h a t  s uc h
a  conc e s sion  m u s t  e n t ail t h e  dis ho nou r  t h a t  m a n  fea r s
a bove  all p e rils; wo uld  b r a n d  m e  wit h  t h a t  ind elible
s t ain  of a bj ec t  p e r so n al  cow a r dic e  w hich  for  eve r  d e g r a d e s
a n d  r uins  no t  only t h e  fa m e  b u t  t h e  n a t u r e  of m a n hood,
a s  t h e  s t ain  of wilful u n c h a s ti ty d e b a s e s  a n d  r uin s
wo m a n.
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“Rescind  ou r  con t r a c t ,” s h e  insis t e d,
pl e a din g,  wi th  t h e  ove r po w e rin g  ve h e m e nc e  of a  love
a b solu t ely u n s elfish,  a g ains t  love’s d e e p e s t
ins tinc t s  a n d  t h a t  e go tis m  w hich  is al mos t  ins e p a r a ble
fro m  it; giving  p a s sion a t e  u t t e r a nc e  to  a n  affec tion
s uc h  a s  m e n  r a r ely feel for  wo m e n,  wo m e n  p e r h a p s  n eve r
for  m e n.   “Divorc e  m e;  forc e  t h e  e n e my to
b elieve  t h a t  you  h ave  b rok e n  wit h  my fa t h e r  a n d  wi th
his  Ord e r;  a n d,  favou r e d  a s  you  a r e  by t h e  Sove r eig n,
you  will b e  s afe.   Give  w h a t  r e a son  you  will;
s ay t h a t  I h av e  d e s e rve d  it, t h a t  I h ave  forc e d  you
to  it.  I know  t h a t  co n t r a c t s  are  r evoke d
wi th  t h e  full a p p roval of t h e  Cou r t s  a n d  of t h e  p u blic,
t hou g h  I h a r dly know  w hy.  I will a g r e e;  a n d  if
w e  a r e  a g r e e d,  you  c a n  give  o r  wi th hold  r e a son s  a s
you  ple a s e .   N ay, t h e r e  c a n  b e  no  w ro n g  to  m e
in doing  w h a t  I e n t r e a t  you  to  do.   I s h all no t
s uffe r  long—no,  no,  I will live,
I will b e  h a p py”—h e r  face  w hi t e  to
t h e  lips, h e r  s t r e a ming  t e a r s  w e r e  no t  n e e d e d  to  b elie
t h e  wo r ds!   “By you r  love  for  m e,  do  no t
le t  m e  feel t h a t  you  a r e  to  die—do no t
k e e p  m e  in d r e a d  to  h e a r  t h a t  you h ave  di e d—for
m e  a n d  t h rou g h  m e.”

If it  h a d  b e e n  in h e r  po w e r  to  leave  m e,  if on e-h alf
of t h e  p ro mis e d  p e riod  h a d  no t  b e e n  yet  to  r u n ,  s h e
mig h t  h ave  e nforc e d  h e r  p u r pos e  in  d e s pi t e  of all
t h a t  I could  u r g e;—of r e a so n,  of e n t r e a ty,
of t h e  ple a dings  of a  love  in  t his  a t  le a s t  a s  e a r n e s t
a s  h e r  ow n.   N ay, s h e  wo uld  p ro b a bly h av e  left
m e ,  in t h e  ho p e  of exhibi ting  to  t h e  world  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e
of a n  op e n  q u a r r el,  b u t  for  a  p e c ulia ri ty of M a r ti al
law.  Tha t  law e nfo rc e s,  on  t h e  ple a  of ei t h e r
p a r ty, “sp ecific p e rfo r m a nc e” of t h e  m a r ri a g e
con t r ac t .   I could  r e cl ai m h er, a n d  c all t h e  forc e
of t h e  S t a t e  to  r e cove r  h er.  Whe n  eve n  t his  w a r ning
a t  fir s t  failed  to  e nforc e  h e r  s u b mission,  I s wor e
by all I h eld  s a c r e d  in my ow n  world  a n d  all s h e  r eve r e d
in h e r s—by t h e  sym bols  n ev e r  ligh tly invoke d,
a n d  n ev er, in t h e  cou r s e  of a g e s  t h a t  cove r  t h rice
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t h e  s p a n  of Ter r e s t ri al hi s to ry a n d  t r a di tion,  invoked
to  s a n c tion  a  lie; sy m bols  m o r e  s a c r e d  in h e r  ey es
t h a n,  in  t hos e  of m e dia eval Ch ris t e n do m,  t h e  g a t h e r e d
r elics  t h a t  a p p alled  t h e  h e roic  soul of H a rold  Godwins son—t h a t
s h e  s ho uld  only d efe a t  h e r  ow n  p u r pos e;  t h a t  I would
r e cl aim  my wife  b efo r e  t h e  Or d e r  a n d  b efor e  t h e  law,
t h u s  a s s e r ting  m o r e  cle a rly t h a n  eve r  t h e  s t r e n g t h
of t h e  ti e  t h a t  bou n d  m e  to  h e r  a n d  to  h e r  ho us e .  
The  oa t h  w hich  it  w a s  impossible  to  b r e ak,  p e r h a p s
ye t  m o r e  t h e  cold  a n d  m e a s u r e d  ton e  wi th  w hich  I s pok e,
in  s t riving  to  con t rol t h e  w hi t e  h e a t  of a  p a s sion
a s  m u c h  s t ro n g e r  a s  it w a s  m o r e  s elfish  t h a n  h e r s—a
ton e  w hich  sou n d e d  to  mys elf u n n a t u r al  a n d  alie n—a t
las t  co m p elled  h e r  to  yield; a n d  silenc e d  h e r  in t h e
only m o m e n t  in w hich  t h e  d e p t h s  of t h a t  n a t u r e ,  so
s w e e t  a n d  soft  a n d  g e n tle ,  w e r e  s ti r r e d  by t h e  violenc e
of a  m o r al  t e m p e s t ....  A m a rvellously p e rf ec t
exa m ple  of M a r ti al  a r t  a n d  scie nc e  is fu rnish e d  by
t h e  Obs e rv a to ry of t h e  Ast ro no mic  Acad e my, on  a  m o u n t ain
a bo u t  t w e n ty miles  fro m  t h e  Reside nc e.   The  hill

432



Page 238

s elec t e d  s t a n d s  a bo u t  4 0 0 0  fee t  a bove  t h e  s e a-level,
a n d  al mos t  h alf t h a t  h eigh t  a bove  a ny n eig h bo u ring
g ro u n d.   I t  co m m a n d s,  t h e r efo r e,  a  m o s t  p e rf ec t
view of t h e  ho rizon  all a ro u n d,  eve n  b elow t h e  t ec h nic al
o r  t h eo r e tic  ho rizon  of it s  la ti t u d e.   A volca no,
like  all M a r ti al volca no es  ve ry feeble,  a n d  n eve r
b u r s tin g  in to e r u p tions  s e riously d a n g e ro us  to  t h e
d w elle r s  in t h e  n eig h bou rin g  pl ains,  exis t e d  a t  so m e
miles’ dis t a nc e ,  a n d  c a u s e d  e a r t h q u a k e s ,  o r
p e r h a p s  I s ho uld  m o r e  p ro p e rly s ay  dis t u r b a n c e s  of
t h e  s u rfac e,  w hich  t h r e a t e n e d  occ a sion ally to  p e r t u r b
t h e  obs e rv a tions.   Bu t  t h e  M a r t ialis t s  g r u d g e
no  cos t  to  r e n d e r  t h ei r  s cie n tific ins t r u m e n t s ,  fro m
t h e  Obs e rv a to ry it s elf to  t h e  s m alle s t  lens  o r  w h e el
it  con t ain s,  a s  p e rfec t  a s  possible.   H aving  d e cide d
t h a t  E a n elc a  w a s  ve ry s u p e rio r  to  a ny o th e r  available
si t e ,  t h ey w e r e  no t  to  b e  b affled  o r  dive r t e d  by  s uc h
a  t rifle  a s  t h e  opposi tion  of N a t u r e .   S till les s
wo uld  t h ey allow t h a t  t h e  obs e rve r s  s hould  b e  p u t
ou t  by  a  p e r c e p tible  dis t u r b a nc e,  o r  t h ei r  obs e rva tions
falsified  by on e  too  sligh t  to  b e  r e alis e d  by  t h ei r
s e n s es .   If N a t u r e  w e r e  imp e r tine n t  e no u g h  to
in t e rfe r e  wit h  t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  of sci enc e ,  scie nc e
m u s t  p u t  do w n  t h e  m u tiny of N a t u r e .   As s e a s  h a d
b e e n  b ridg e d  a n d  con tin e n t s  c u t  t h ro u g h,  so  a  volca no
mig h t  a n d  m u s t  b e  s u p p r e s s e d  o r  ex ting uis h e d.  
A t u n n el  t hi r ty miles  in leng t h  w a s  cu t  fro m  a  g r e a t
lake  n e a rly a  t ho us a n d  fee t  hig h e r  t h a n  t h e  b a s e  of
t h e  volca no; a n d  t h rou g h  t hi s  for  a  q u a r t e r  of a  ye ar,
s ay so m e  six Ter r e s t ri al  m o n t h s ,  w a t e r  w a s  s t e a dily
po u r e d  in to  t h e  s u b t e r r e n e  c avities  w h e r ein  t h e  e r u p tive
forc e s  w e r e  g e n e r a t e d—t h e  plu tonic labo r a to ry
of t h e  r e b ellious  a g e n cy.  Of cou r s e  p r evious
to  t h e  a do p tion  of t his  m e a s u r e ,  t h e  c r u s t  in  t h e
n eig h bou r hood  h a d  b e e n  c a r efully explo r e d  a n d  t e s t e d
by va rious  wo n d e rfully el a bo r a t e  a n d  p e rf ec t  bo ring
ins t r u m e n t s,  a n d  a  m a p  o r  r a t h e r  m o d el of t h e  s t r a t a
for  a  mile  b elow t h e  s u rfac e,  a n d  for  a  di s t a nc e  a ro u n d
t h e  volca no  w hich  I d a r e  no t  s t a t e  on  t h e  fai t h  of
my  r e collec tion  alon e,  h a d  b e e n  cons t r uc t e d  on  a  sc al e,
a s  w e  s ho uld  s ay, of t w elve  inch e s  to  t h e  mile.  
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Exce p t  for  mino r  p u r pos e s ,  for  conve nie nc e  of pock e t
c a r ri a g e  a n d  t h e  like,  M a r t ialis t s  di sd ain  so  poo r
a  r e p r e s e n t a tion  a s  a  fla t  m a p  c a n  give  of a  b roke n
s u rfac e.   On  t h e  s m all sc ale ,  t h ey  e m ploy glob e s
of s p h e ric al s e c tions  to  r e p r e s e n t  ext e n sive  po r tions
of t h ei r  world; on  t h e  la rg e  sc ale  (fro m  t wo  to  t w e n ty-fou r
inch es  p e r  mile), m o d els  of won d e rfully a cc u r a t e  co ns t r uc tion.  
Cons e q u e n tly, c hild r e n  u n d e r s t a n d  a n d  e njoy t h e  g eo g r a p hic al
les son  w hich  in E u ro p e a n  sc hools  cos t s  so  m a ny  t e a r s
to  so  lit tl e  p u r pos e .   A gi rl of six ye a r s  know s
m o r e  p e rfec tly t h e  w hole  a r e a  of t h e  M a r ti al glob e
t h a n  a  Ger m a n  P rofes so r  t h a t  of t h e  a n cie n t  Pelopon n e s u s.  
Eive,  t h e  d u n c e  of ou r  ho u s e d  hold,  wo n  a  Ter r e s t ri al
pic t u r e-book on  w hich  s h e  h a d  s e t  h e r  fancy by t r acing
on  a  for ty-inch  glob e,  t h e  fi r s t  t im e  s h e  s a w  it,
eve ry d e t ail of my  jou r n ey fro m  Ec a sfe  a s  s h e  h a d
h e a r d  m e  r el a t e  i t; a n d  E u n a n e,  w ho  h a d  n eve r  left
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h e r  N u r s e ry, could  d e s c rib e  b efor e h a n d  a ny ro u t e  I
wish e d  to  t ak e  b e t w e e n  t h e  no r t h e r n  a n d  sou t h e r n  ice-b el t s .  
U n d e r  t h e  g uid a nc e  affor d e d  by t h e  el a bo r a t e  m o d el
a bove m e n tion e d,  all t h e  hollows  w h e r ein  t h e  m a t e ri als
of e r u p tion  w e r e  s to r e d ,  a n d  w h e r ein  t h e  c h e mical
forc e s  of N a t u r e  h a d  b e e n  a t  wo rk  for  a g e s ,  w e r e  t ho rou g hly
floode d.   Of cou r s e  convulsion  af t e r  convulsion
of t h e  m o s t  violen t  n a t u r e  follow e d.   But  in  t h e
cou r s e  of a bo u t  t wo  h u n d r e d  d ays,  t h e  in t e r n al  co m b u s tion
w a s  ove r m a s t e r e d  for  lack  of fuel; t h e  c h e mic al co m bin a tions,
w hich  mig h t  h ave  go n e  on  for  a g e s  c a u sin g  w e ak  b u t
inc es s a n t  ou t b r e aks ,  w e r e  co m ple t e d  a n d  t h ei r  po w e r
exh a u s t e d.

This  sou rc e  of dis t u r b a n c e  ex ting uis h e d  in  t h e  r eign
of t h e  tw e n ty-fifth  p r e d ec es so r  of my  royal p a t ro n,
t h e  cons t r uc tion  of t h e  g r e a t  Obs e rva to ry on  E a n elc a
w a s  co m m e nc e d.   A ve ry el a bo r a t e  ro a d,  win ding
ro u n d  a n d  ro u n d  t h e  m o u n t ain  a t  s uc h  a n  incline  a s
to  b e  e a sily a s c e n d e d  by t h e  el ec t ric  c a r ri a g e s ,  w a s
b uil t .   Bu t  t his  w a s  in t e n d e d  only a s  a  s u bsidia ry
m e a n s  of a s c e n t .   Eigh t  in to t h e  bow els  of t h e
m o u n t ain  a  vas t  t u n n el fifty fee t  in h eigh t  w a s  d rive n.  
At it s  inn e r  ex t r e mi ty w a s  exc ava t e d  a  ch a m b e r  w hos e
di m e n sions  a r e  imp e rfec tly r e co r d e d  in my  no t e s,  b u t
w hich  w a s  c e r t ainly m u c h  la r g e r  t h a n  t h e  c e n t r al  c ave r n
fro m  w hich  r a di a t e  t h e  p rincip al g alle rie s  of t h e
M a m m o t h  Cave.   Arou n d  t his  w e r e  pi e r c e d  a  doze n
s h af t s ,  e m e r gin g  a t  diffe r e n t  h eig h t s,  b u t  all n e a r
t h e  s u m mit,  a n d  all so  fa r  ou t sid e  t h e  c e n t r al  pl a t e a u
a s  to  leave  t h e  solid  foun d a tion  on  w hich  t h e  Obs e rv a to ry
w a s  to  r e s t ,  dow n  to  t h e  ve ry c e n t r e  of t h e  pl a n e t ,
w holly u n dis t u r b e d.   Throu g h  e ac h  of t h e s e ,  a s c e n din g
a n d  d e sc e n din g  al t e r n a t ely, p a s s  t wo  c a r s ,  o r  r a t h e r
m ova ble  c h a m b e r s ,  wo rk e d  by el ec t rici ty, conveying
p a s s e n g e r s ,  ins t r u m e n t s,  o r  s u p plie s  to  a n d  fro m  t h e
m os t  conve nie n t  poin t s  in  t h e  vas t  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e
Obs e rva to ry its elf.  The  high e s t  p a r t  of R a n elca
w a s  a  rocky m a s s  of so m e  1 6 0 0  fee t  in ci rc u mfe r e nc e
a n d  a bo u t  2 0 0  in h eigh t .   This  w a s  c a rve d  in to
a  p e rfec t  oc t a go n,  in t h e  side s  of w hich  w e r e  a r r a n g e d
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a  n u m b e r  of mi no r  ch a m b e r s—a m o n g  t h e m  t hos e
w h e r ein  t r a n si t  a n d  o th e r  s eco n d a ry  obs e rva tions  w e r e
to  b e  t ak e n,  a n d  in  w hich  mino r  m a g nifying  ins t r u m e n t s
w e r e  pl ac e d  to  sc a n  t h ei r  s eve r al  po r tions  of t h e  h e ave ns.  
Within  t h e s e  w as  exc ava t e d  a  ci rcul a r  c e n t r al  c h a m b er,
t h e  do m e  of w hic h  w a s  cons t r uc t e d  of a  c rys t al  so
cle a r  t h a t  I ve rily b elieve  t h e  m os t  ex ac ting  of Ter r e s t ri al
a s t ro no m e r s  wo uld  h ave  b e e n  s a tisfied  to  m a k e  his
obs e rva tions  t h ro u g h  it.  Bu t  a n  op e ning  w a s  m a d e
in t his  do m e,  a s  for  t h e  m o u n ting  of on e  of ou r  e q u a to rial
t ele scop e s,  a n d  m a c hine ry w a s  p rovide d  w hich  c a u s e d
t h e  roof to  r evolve  wi th  a  to uc h,  b rin gin g  t h e  op e ning
to  b e a r  on  a ny d e si r e d  p a r t  of t h e  c ele s ti al vaul t .  
In  t h e  ce n t r e  of t h e  solid  floor, levelled  to  t h e  u t mos t
p e rfec tion,  w as  lef t  a  ci rcul a r  pilla r  s u p po r ting  t h e
pola r  axis  of a n  ins t r u m e n t  wid ely diffe ring  fro m
ou r  t ele scop es ,  e s p eci ally in  t h e  fac t  t h a t  it h a d
no  op a q u e  t u b e  co n n ec tin g  t h e  e s s e n ti al len s e s  w hich
w e  c all t h e  eye-piec e  a n d  t h e  objec t-gl a s s,  n a m e s  no t
a p plica ble  to  t h ei r  M a r ti al s u b s ti t u t e s .   On  my
visi t  to  t h e  Obs e rva to ry, ho w ever, I h a d  no t  leisu r e
to  exa min e  min u t ely t h e  m e a n s  by  w hich  t h e  im a g e s  of
s t a r s  a n d  pl a n e t s  w e r e  p ro d uc e d.   I r e s e rve d  t his
exa min a tion  for  a  s econ d  oppo r t u ni ty, w hich,  a s  it
h a p p e n e d,  n ev e r  occu r r e d.
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On t his  occ asion  Eve e n a  a n d  E u n a n e  w e r e  wit h  m e,  a n d
t h e  a s t ro no mic  pic tu r e s  w hich  w e r e  to  b e  p r e s e n t e d
to  u s ,  a n d  w hich  t h ey could  e njoy a n d  u n d e r s t a n d  al mos t
a s  fully a s  mys elf, s ufficien tly occu pie d  ou r  ti m e.  
Warn e d  to  s t a n d  a t  s uc h  a  dis t a nc e  fro m  t h e  ce n t r al
m a c hin e ry  t h a t  in a  w hole  r evolu tion  no  p a r t  of it
could  by a ny pos sibili ty touc h  u s ,  w e  w e r e  pl ac e d
n e a r  a n  op e nin g  looking  in to  a  d a rk  c h a m b er, wi th
ou r  b a cks  to  t h e  objec t s  of obs e rv a tion.   In  t hi s
c h a m b er, no t  u po n  a  sc r e e n  b u t  s u s p e n d e d  in t h e  air,
p r e s e n tly a p p e a r e d  a n  im a g e  s eve r al  t ho us a n d  tim e s
la rg e r  t h a n  t h a t  of t h e  c r e sc e n t  Moon  a s  s e e n  t h ro u g h
a  t u b e  s m all e no u g h  to  co r r e c t  t h e  ex a g g e r a tion  of
visu al ins tinc t .   I t  a p p e a r e d ,  ho w ever, no t  fla t ,
a s  do e s  t h e  Moon  to  t h e  n ak e d  eye,  b u t  evid e n tly a s
p a r t  of a  s p h e r e .   At so m e  di s t a n c e  w a s  s how n
a no t h e r  c r e s c e n t ,  b elon ging  to  a  s p h e r e  w hos e  di a m e t e r
w a s  a  li t tl e  m o r e  t h a n  on e-fou r t h  t h a t  of t h e  for m er. 
The  ligh t  r eflec t e d  fro m  t h ei r  s u rfac e s  w a s  of silve r
r a dia nc e,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  golde n  h u e  of t h e  Moon  or
of Venus  a s  s e e n  t h ro u g h  a  s m all t ele scop e.   The
s m alle r  c r e sc e n t  I could  r e cog nis e  a t  onc e  a s  b elon ging
to  ou r  ow n  s a t elli t e;  t h e  la r g e r  w a s,  of cou r s e,  t h e
wo rld  I h a d  q ui t t e d.   So  ex ac tly is t h e  clockwork
o r  it s  s u bs ti t u t e  a d a p t e d  to  cou n t e r a c t  bo t h  t h e  ro t a tion
a n d  r evolu tion  of M a r s ,  t h a t  t h e  t wo  im a g e s  u n d e r w e n t
no  o t h e r  c h a n g e  of pl ac e  t h a n  t h a t  c a u s e d  by t h ei r
ow n  p ro p e r  m o tion  in s p a c e;  a  m ove m e n t  w hich,  no t wi t h s t a n ding
t h e  im m e n s e  m a g nifying  pow e r  e m ployed,  w a s  of cou r s e
sc a rc ely p e r c e p tible.   But  t h e  ro t a tion  of t h e
la rg e r  s p h e r e  w a s  visible  a s  w e  w a tc h e d  it.  I t
so  h a p p e n e d  t h a t  t h e  p a r t  w hich  w a s  a t  onc e  ligh t e d
by t h e  r ays  of t h e  S u n  a n d  expos e d  to  ou r  obs e rva tion
w a s  b u t  lit tl e  cloud e d.   The  a t m os p h e r e ,  of cou r s e ,
p r eve n t e d  it s  p r e s e n ting  t h e  cle ar, s h a r ply-d efine d
ou tline s  of lun a r  lan dsc a p e s;  b u t  s e a  a n d  lan d,  ice
a n d  s now, w e r e  so  cle a rly d efin e d  a n d  e a sily dis ting uis h a ble
t h a t  my  co m p a nions  exclaim e d  wi th  e a g e r n e s s,  a s  t h ey
obs e rve d  fea t u r e s  u n mis t ak a bly r e s e m bling  on  t h e  g r a n d
sc al e  t hos e  wi th  w hich  t h ey  w e r e  t h e m s elves  fa miliar. 
The  Arctic  ice  w a s  sc a r c ely visible  in t h e  N o r t h.  
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The  vas t  s t e p p e s  of Russia ,  t h e  bo u n d a ry  line  of t h e
U r al  m o u n t ain s,  t h e  g r eyish-blu e  of t h e  E uxine,  Wes te r n
Asia,  Arabia,  a n d  t h e  Re d  S e a  joining  t h e  long  w a t e r-line
of t h e  So u t h e r n  Oce a n,  w e r e  d efine d  by t h e  sla n ting
r ays.   The  Ant a r c tic  ice-con tine n t  w a s  al mos t
e q u ally cle ar, wit h  it s  s t u p e n do u s  gl acie r  m a s s e s
r a dia ting  a p p a r e n tly fro m  a n  el eva t e d  ext e n sive  land,
c hiefly consis ting  of a  d e e ply scoop e d  a n d  sco r e d
pla t e a u  of r ock, a ro u n d  t h e  Pole  it s elf.  The
t e r min a tor, o r  bo u n d a ry  b e t w e e n  ligh t  a n d  s h a d e,  w a s
no t,  a s  in t h e  Moon,  p r e t ty  s h a r ply d efine d,  a n d  b roke n
only by  t h e  m o u n t aino us  m a s s e s ,  r i ngs ,  a n d  s e a-b e d s ,
if s uc h  t h ey a r e ,  so  c h a r a c t e ris tic  of t h e  la t t er. 
On  t h e  im a g e  of t h e  Moon  t h e r e  in t e rve n e d  b e t w e e n
b rig h t  ligh t  a n d  u t t e r  d a rk n e s s  b u t  t h e  n a r row  b el t
to  w hich  only p a r t  of t h e  S u n  w a s  a s  ye t  visible,  a n d
w hich, t h e r efo r e,  r e c eive d  co m p a r a tively few r ays.  
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The  twiligh t  to  no r t h  a n d  so u t h  ex t e n d e d  on  t h e  im a g e
of t h e  E a r t h  d e e p  in to  t h a t  p a r t  on  w hich  a s  yet  t h e
S u n  w a s  b elow t h e  ho rizon, a n d  co ns e q u e n tly d ayligh t
fad e d  in to  d a rk n e s s  all b u t  imp e rc e p tibly, s ave  b e t w e e n
t h e  t ro pics.   We w a t c h e d  long  a n d  in t e n tly a s
lea g u e  by lea g u e  n e w  po r tions  of E u rop e  a n d  Africa,
t h e  M e di t e r r a n e a n,  a n d  eve n  t h e  Bal tic, c a m e  in to  view;
a n d  I w a s  a bl e  to  poin t  ou t  to  Eve e n a  lan ds  in w hich
I h a d  t r aveller, s e a s  I h a d  c ros s e d ,  a n d  ev e n  t h e
isle s  of t h e  Aege a n,  a n d  b ays  in w hich  my ves s el h a d
lain  a t  a n c hor.  This  p e r so n al  in t rod uc tion  to
e a c h  p a r t  of t h e  im a g e,  now  p r e s e n t e d  to  h e r  for  t h e
fir s t  t im e,  e n a ble d  h e r  to  r e alise  m o r e  forcibly t h a n
a  len g t h e n e d  exp e ri e nc e  of a s t ro no mical obs e rva tion
mig h t  h ave  do n e  t h e  liken es s  to  h e r  ow n  world  of t h a t
w hich  w a s  p a s sing  u n d e r  h e r  ey es; a n d  a t  onc e  in t e nsified
h e r  won d er, h eigh t e n e d  h e r  pl e a s u r e ,  a n d  s h a r p e n e d
h e r  in t ellec tu al a p p r e h e n sion  of t h e  sc e n e.   Wh e n
w e  h a d  s a tia t e d  ou r  eyes  wi th  t his  s p ec t a cle,  o r  r a t h e r
w h e n  I r e m e m b e r e d  t h a t  w e  could  s p a r e  no  m o r e  ti m e
to  t his,  t h e  m o s t  in t e r e s tin g  exhibi tion  of t h e  eve nin g,
a  t u r n  of t h e  m a c hin e ry b ro u g h t  Venus  u n d e r  view. 
H e r e ,  ho w ever, t h e  cloud  e nvelop e  b affled  u s  al tog e t h er,
a n d  h e r  close  a p p ro a c h  to  t h e  ho rizon  soon  oblige d
t h e  di r ec to r  to  t u r n  his  a p p a r a t u s  in a no t h e r  di r ec tion.  
Two o r  t h r e e  of t h e  Aste roids  w e r e  in view.  Pallas
e s p e cially p r e s e n t e d  a  ve ry in t e r e s ting  s p ec t acle.  
N o t  t h a t  t h e  diffe r e nc e  of dis t a nc e  would  h ave  r e n d e r e d
t h e  d efini tion  m u c h  m o r e  p e rfec t  t h a n  fro m  a  Ter r e s t ri al
s t a n d poin t,  b u t  t h a t  t h e  m a rvellous  p e rfec tion  of
M a r ti al  ins t r u m e n t s ,  a n d  in  so m e  m e a s u r e  al so  t h e  r a r i ty
of t h e  a t m os p h e r e  a t  s uc h  a  h eig h t ,  r e n d e r e d  pos sible
t h e  u s e  of fa r  high e r  m a g nifying  pow e r s  t h a n  ou r  a s t ro no m e r s
c a n  e m ploy.  I a m  incline d  to  a g r e e ,  fro m  w h a t
I s a w  on  t hi s  occ a sion,  wi t h  t hos e  w ho  im a gin e  t h e
Aste roids  to  b e—if no t  fr a g m e n t s  of a  b roke n
pla n e t  w hic h  onc e  exis t e d  a s  a  w hole—yet
in a no t h e r  s e n s e  fra g m e n t a ry  s p h e r e s,  les s  p e rf ec t
a n d  wi t h  s u rfac e s  of m u c h  g r e a t e r  p ro po r tion a t e  ir r e g ula ri ty
t h a n  t hos e  of t h e  la r g e r  pl a n e t s .   N ext  w a s  p r e s e n t e d
to  ou r  view on  a  so m e w h a t  s m alle r  sc ale ,  b ec a u s e  t h e
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a r e a  of t h e  c h a m b e r  e m ployed  wo uld  no t  o th e r wis e  h ave
give n  roo m  for  t h e  sys t e m,  t h e  e no r m o u s  disc  a n d  t h e
fou r  s a t elli t e s  of Jupit er.  The  diffe r e nc e  b e t w e e n
4 0 0  a n d  3 6 0  millions  of miles’ di s t a n c e  is,
of cou r s e ,  w holly u nim po r t a n t;  b u t  t h e  d efini tion
a n d  e nla r g e m e n t  w e r e  s uc h  t h a t  t h e  ima g e  w as  p e rfec t ,
a n d  t h e  d e t ails  min u t e  a n d  dis tinc t ,  b eyond  a ny t hin g
t h a t  E a r t hly obs e rva tion  h a d  led  m e  to  conc eive  a s
pos sible.   The  s a t elli t es  w e r e  no  long e r  m e r e
poin t s  o r  tiny discs,  b u t  dis tinc t  m oo ns,  wi th  s u rf ac e s
m a r k e d  like  t h a t  of ou r  ow n  s a t elli t e ,  t hou g h  fa r  les s
m o u n t ainous  a n d  b roke n,  a n d,  a s  i t s e e m e d  to  m e,  pos s e s sin g
a  dis tinc t  a t m os p h e r e .   I a m  no t  s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e
is no t  a  visible  diffe r e n c e  of b righ t n e s s  a m o n g  t h e m,
no t  d u e  to  t h ei r  size  b u t  to  so m e  diffe r e nc e  in  t h e
r eflec ting  pow e r  of t h ei r  s u rfac e s,  sinc e  t h e  dis t a nc e
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of all fro m  t h e  S u n  is p r a c tic ally e q u al  Tha t  Jupit e r
gives  ou t  so m e  ligh t  of his  ow n,  a  po r tion  of w hich
t h ey m ay  possibly r eflec t  in diffe ring  a m o u n t  a c co r din g
to  t h ei r  va rying  di s t a nc e,  is b elieve d  by M a r tial
a s t ro no m e r s;  a n d  I t hou g h t  it  no t  imp rob a ble.  
The  b rillian t  a n d  va rious  colou rin g  of t h e  b a n d s  w hich,
c ross  t h e  fac e  of t h e  gi a n t  pl a n e t  w a s  wo n d e rfully
b ro u g h t  ou t;  t h e  bluis h-g r ey  a ro u n d  t h e  poles,  t h e
cle a r  yellowish-w hi t e  ligh t  of t h e  ligh t  b a n d s,  p ro b a bly
b el t s  of w hi t e  clou d,  con t r a s t e d  sig n ally t h e  h u e s—va rying
fro m  d e e p  o r a n g e-b ro w n  to  w h a t  w a s  al mos t  c ri mson
or  ros e-pink on  t h e  on e  h a n d  a n d  b righ t  yellow on
t h e  o t h e r—of diffe r e n t  zon e s  of t h e  so-c alled
d a rk  b el t s .   On  t h e  la t t er, m a r king s  a n d  s t r e a ks
of s t r a n g e  va ri e ty s u g g e s t e d,  if t h ey failed-to  p rove,
t h e  exis t e nc e  of fr eq u e n t  s pi r al  s to r m s ,  dis t u r bing,
p ro b a bly a t  a n  im m e n s e  h eig h t  a bove  t h e  s u rf ac e,  clou ds
w hich  m u s t  b e  u t t e rly u nlike  t h e  clouds  of M a r s  o r
t h e  E a r t h  in  m a t e ri al a s  w ell a s  in  for m  a n d  m a s s .  
The s e  m a r kin gs  e n a ble d  u s  to  follow wit h  cle a r  ocula r
a p p r e ci a tion  t h e  r a pid  ro t a tion  of t his  pl a n e t .  
In  t h e  cou r s e  of h alf-a n-ho u r  s eve r al  dis tinc t  s po t s
on  diffe r e n t  b el t s  h a d  m ove d  in a  di r ec t  line  a c ross
a  t e n t h  of t h e  face  p r e s e n t e d  to  u s—a  dis t a n c e,
u po n  t h e  sc ale  of t h e  gig a n tic  im a g e,  so  g r e a t  t h a t
t h e  m o tion  r e q ui r e d  no  p ains t aking  obs e rva tion,  b u t
forc e d  it self u po n  t h e  no tice  of t h e  lea s t  a t t e n tive
s p ec t a tor.  The  b elief of M a r ti al  a s t ro no m e r s
is t h a t  Jupit e r  is no t  by a ny m e a n s  so  m u c h  les s  d e n s e
t h a n  t h e  mi no r  pl a n e t s  a s  hi s  p ro po r tion a t ely les s e r
w eig h t  wo uld  imply.  They hold  t h a t  hi s  visible
s u rfac e  is t h a t  of a n  e no r m o usly d e e p  a t m os p h e r e ,
wi thin  w hic h  lies,  t h ey  s u p pos e,  a  c e n t r al  b all, no t
m e r ely ho t  b u t  m o r e  t h a n  w hi t e  ho t ,  a n d  p ro b a bly, fro m
its  t e m p e r a t u r e ,  no t  ye t  poss e s sing  a  solid  c r u s t .  
On e  w ri t e r  a r g u e s  t h a t ,  sinc e  all wo rlds  m u s t  by  a n alogy
b e  s u p pos e d  to  b e  inh a bi t e d,  a n d  since  t h e  s a t elli t e s
of Jupi te r  m o r e  r e s e m ble  wo rlds  t h a n  t h e  pl a n e t  it s elf,
w hich  m ay b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  a  kind  of s econ d a ry  s u n,  i t
is no t  imp ro b a ble  t h a t  t h e  for m e r  a r e  t h e  sc e n e s  of
life  a s  va ri ed  a s  t h a t  of M a r s  i t s elf; a n d  t h a t  infini te
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a g e s  h e n c e ,  w h e n  t h e s e  h ave  b e co m e  too  cold  for  h a bi t a tion,
t h ei r  gi a n t  p ri m a ry  m ay  h ave  go n e  t h rou g h  t hos e  p roc e s s e s
w hich,  a cco r din g  to  t h e  r e c eived  t h eo ry, h ave  fit t e d
t h e  in t e rio r  pl a n e t s  to  b e  t h e  ho m e  of pl a n t s,  a ni m als,
a n d,  in t wo  c a s e s  a t  le as t ,  of h u m a n  b eing s.

It  w a s  n e a r  mid nig h t  b efo r e  t h e  m a nife s t  fa tigu e  of
t h e  ladies  ove rc a m e  my  s elfish  d e si r e  to  p rolon g  a s
m u c h  a s  pos sible  t his  m o s t  in t e r e s ting  visi t.  
M e t eo rologic al sci enc e  in M a r s  h a s  b e e n  c a r ri e d  to
hig h  p e rfec tion;  a n d  t h e  di r ec to r  w a r n e d  m e  t h a t  b u t
t h r e e  o r  fou r  e q u ally favou r a ble  op po r t u ni ti es  mi g h t
offe r  in  t h e  co u r s e  of t h e  n ext  h alf year.

CHAPTER XXIII — CHARACTERISTICS.

Tim e  p a s s e d  on,  m a r k e d  by no  ve ry impor t a n t  incid e n t ,
w hile  I m a d e  a c q u ain t a n c e  wi th  m a n n e r s  a n d  wi th  m e n
a ro u n d  m e,  n ei t h e r  on e  no r  t h e  o th e r  wo r t h  fu r t h e r
d e sc rip tion.   N o t hin g  occ u r r e d  to  confi r m  t h e
al a r m s  Davilo cons t a n tly r e p e a t e d .
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I c alled  t h e  ladies  on e  d ay in to  t h e  ou t e r  g ro u n d s
to  s e e  a  n e w  c a r ri a g e ,  c a p a ble,  a cco r ding  to  its  a r r a n g e m e n t ,
of con t aining  fro m  t wo  to  eigh t  p e r so n s,  a n d  a  b alloon
of g r e a t  size  a n d  n e w  cons t r uc tion  w hich  Davilo h a d
u r g e n tly cou n s elle d  m e  to  p rocu r e ,  a s  c a p a ble  of s u d d e n
u s e  in so m e  of t hos e  d aily t hicke nin g  p e rils, of w hich
I could  s e e  no  o t h e r  sign  t h a n  occ a sion al evide nc e
t h a t  my  s t e p s  w e r e  w a tc h e d  a n d  dog g e d.   Both  vehicles
e nlis t e d  t h e  in t e r e s t  a n d  cu riosi ty of E u n a n e  a n d
h e r  co m p a nions.   Eve e n a,  af t e r  exa mining  wi th  a s
m u c h  a t t e n tion  a s  w a s  d u e  to  t h e  t ro u ble  I took to
explain  it, t h e  cons t r u c tion  of t h e  c a r r ia g e,  conc e n t r a t e d
h e r  in t e r e s t  a n d  obs e rv a tion  u po n  t h e  b alloon, t h e
sigh t  of w hich  evide n tly imp r e s s e d  h er.  Whe n
w e  h a d  r e t u r n e d  to  t h e  p e ri s tyle,  a n d  t h e  r e s t  h a d
dis p e r s e d,  I s aid—

“I s e e  you  a p p r e h e n d  so m e  p a r t  of my  r e a so n s
for  p u r c h a sing  t h e  b alloon.   The  c a r ri a g e  will
t ak e  u s  to-m o r ro w  to  Altasfe  (a  tow n  so m e  t e n  miles
dis t a n t).  ‘Shopping’ is a n  a m u s e m e n t
so  g r a tifying  to  all wo m e n  on  E a r t h,  fro m  t h e  veiled
favou ri t e s  of a n  E a s t e r n  s e r a glio to  t h e  ve ry u nveiled
d a m e s  of West e r n  b all roo m s,  t h a t  I s u p pos e  t h e  ins tinc t
m u s t  b e  n a tive  to  t h e  s ex w h e r eve r  wo m e n  a n d  t r a d e
co-exis t .   If you  h ave  a  single  fe minin e  folly,
you  will e njoy t his  m o r e  t h a n  you  will ow n.   If
you  a r e ,  a s  t h ey  co m plain,  a b solu t ely faul tles s ,  you
will e njoy wit h  m e  t h e  ple a s u r e  of t h e  gi rls  in  pl ag uin g
on e  af t e r  a no t h e r  all t h e  t r a d e r s  of Altasfe:” 
a n d  wi t h  t h e s e  wo r ds  I pl ac e d  in h e r  h a n d s  a  p a ck e t
of t h e  t hin  m e t allic pl a t e s  cons ti t u ting  t h ei r  cu r r e ncy. 
H e r  ex t r e m e  a n d  u n affec t e d  s u r p ris e  w a s  a m u sing  to
wi tn e s s.

“Wh a t  a m  I to  do  wi th  t his?” s h e  inq ui r e d,
cou n ting  c a r efully t h e  u n co u n t e d  pile,  in  a  m a n n e r
w hich  a t  onc e  dis p elled  my imp r e s sion  t h a t  h e r  s u r p ri s e
w a s  d u e  to  c hildish  igno r a n c e  of it s  value .

“Wh a t eve r  you  pl e a s e ,  M a do n n a;  w h a t eve r  c a n
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ple as e  you  a n d  t h e  o t h e r s .”

“But,” s h e  r e m o n s t r a t e d ,  “this  is
m o r e  t h a n  all ou r  do w ries  for  a no t h e r  ye a r  to  co m e;
a n d—forgive  m e  for  r e p e a ting  w h a t  you  s e e m
p u r pos ely to  forg e t—I c a n no t  c a s t  t h e  s h a do w
b e t w e e n  my e q u als  a n d  t h e  m a s t er.  Would  you  so
m o r tify m e  a s  to  m a k e  m e  t ak e  fro m  E u n a n e’s
h a n d,  for  ex a m ple,  w h a t  s ho uld  co m e  fro m  you r s?”

“You a r e  rig h t ,  M a do n n a,  no w  a s  alw ays,”
I ow n e d;  wincing  a t  t h e  n a m e  s h e  u s e d,  inva ri a bly
e m ploye d  by t h e  o t h e r s,  b u t  on e  I n eve r  e n d u r e d  fro m
h er.  H e r  looks  e n t r e a t e d  p a r do n  for  t h e  for m  of
t h e  implied  r e p roof, a s  I r e s u m e d  t h e  la r g e r  p a r t
of t h e  m o n ey s h e  h eld  ou t  to  m e ,  forcing  b a ck  t h e
s m alle r  in to  h e r  r eluc t a n t  h a n d s.   “But  w h a t
h a s  t h e  a m o u n t  of you r  do w rie s  to  do  wi th  t h e  m a t t e r?  
The  con t r ac t s  a r e  m e a n t ,  I s u p pos e ,  to  s e c u r e  t h e
lea s t  to  w hich  a  wife  h a s  a  r ig h t ,  no t  to  fix h e r
n a t u r al  s h a r e  in h e r  h u s b a n d’s  w e al t h.   You
n e e d  no t  fear, Eve e n a;  t h e  P rinc e  h a s  m a d e  u s  rich
e no u g h  to  s p e n d  m o r e  t h a n  w e  s h all c a r e  for.”
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“I do n’t  u n d e r s t a n d  you,” s h e  r e plied
wi th  h e r  u s u al  g e n tle  fr a nk n e ss  a n d  sim ple  logical
con sis t e n cy.  “It  ple a s e s  you  to  s ay ‘we’
a n d  ‘ou rs’ w h e n ev e r  you  c a n  so  s e e m  to
m a k e  m e  p a r t  of you r s elf; a n d  I love  to  h e a r  you,
for  i t a s s u r e s  m e  e a c h  tim e  t h a t  you  s till hold  m e
tig h tly a s  I cling  to  you.  Bu t  you  know  t hos e
a r e  only wo r ds  of kind n e ss .   Sinc e  you  r e t u r n e d
my  fa th e r’s gift,  t h e  do w ry you  t h e n  do u ble d
is my  only s h a r e  of w h a t  is you r s,  a n d  it is m o r e
t h a n  e no u g h.”

“Do you  m e a n  t h a t  wo m e n  exp ec t  a n d  r ec eive  no
m o r e:   t h a t  t h ey do  no t  n a t u r ally s h a r e  in a  m a n’s
s u r plus  w e al th?”

While  I s pok e  E nva  h a d  joine d  u s ,  a n d,  r e s tin g  on
t h e  cus hions  a t  my  fee t ,  looke d  c u riously a t  t h e  m e t allic
no t e s  in Eve e n a’s h a n d.

“You do  no t ,” r e t u r n e d  t h e  la t t er, “pay
m o r e  foe  w h a t  you  h ave  p u r c h a s e d  b e c a u s e  you  h ave
g row n  rich er.  You do  no t  s h a r e  you r  w e al t h  eve n
wi th  t hos e  on  w hos e  c a r e  it c hiefly d e p e n d s.”

“Yes, I do,  Eve e n a.   Bu t  I know  w h a t  you
m e a n.   Their  s h a r e  is s e t tl ed  a n d  is no t  inc r e a s e d .  
Bu t  you will no t  t ell m e  t h a t  t his  affo rds  a ny s t a n d a r d
for  ho us e hold  d e alings; t h a t  a  wife’s s h a r e  in
h e r  h u s b a n d’s for t u n e  is r e ally bo u n d e d  by t h e
t e r m s  of t h e  m a r ri a g e  con t r a c t?”

“Will you  le t  E nva  a n s w e r  you?” a sk e d
Eve e n a .   “Sh e  looks  m o r e  r e a dy t h a n  I feel
to  r e ply.”

This  li t tl e  incide n t  w a s  c h a r a c t e ris tic  in m o r e  w ays
t h a n  on e.   Eve e n a’s feelings,  g rowing  ou t
of t h e  r e ali ti es  of ou r  r el a tion,  w e r e  a t  iss u e  wi th
a n d  p e r pl exed  h e r  convic tions  foun d e d  on  t h e  t h eo ry
a n d  p r a c tice  of h e r  wo rld.   No t  ye t  do u b ting  t h e
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jus tice  of t h e  la t t er, s h e  ins tinc tively s h r a nk  fro m
t h ei r  a p plica tion  to  ou r s elves.   S h e  w a s  gl a d,
t h e r efo r e ,  to  le t  E nva  s t a t e  pl ainly a n d  di r ec tly a
doc t rine  w hich,  fro m  h e r  ow n  lips,  wo uld  h ave  p ain e d
a s  w ell a s  s t a r tl ed  m e.   O n  h e r  sid e,  E nva,  t ho u g h
e ncou r a g e d  to  b e a r  h e r  p a r t  in conve r s a tion,  w a s  too
t ho ro u g hly imb u e d  wi th  t h e  s a m e  ide a s  to  in t e r pos e
u n bidd e n.   As s h e  would  h av e  s aid,  a  wife  d e s e rve d
t h e  s a n d al  for  s p e aking  wi thou t  le ave;  no r—exp e rie nc e
no twit h s t a n din g—wo uld  s h e  t hink  it s afe
to  in t e r r u p t  in my p r e s e n c e  a  favou ri t e  so  poin t e dly
ho no u r e d  a s  Eve e n a.   ’She  w ai t e d,  t h e r efo r e,
till my  eyes  g ave  t h e  p e r mission  w hich  h e r s  h a d  a sk e d.

“Why s ho uld  you  b uy a nyt hing  twice  over, Clasfe m p t a,
w h e t h e r  it  b e  a  wife  o r  a n  a m b a?   A gi rl  s ells
h e r  socie ty for  t h e  b e s t  p ric e  h e r  a t t r a c tions  will
co m m a n d.   Thes e  a t t r a c tions  s eldo m  inc r e a s e .  
You c a n no t  give  h e r  less  b e c a u s e  you c a r e  less  for
t h e m;  b u t  ho w  c a n  s h e  exp ec t  m o r e?”

“I know, E nva,  t h a t  t h e  m a r ri a g e  con t r a c t  h e r e
is a n  op e n  b a r g ain  a n d  s al e,  a s  a m o n g  my r a c e  it  is
g e n e r ally a  veiled  on e.   Bu t,  t h e  b a r g ain  m a d e,
do es  it  r e ally gove r n  t h e  af t e r  r el a tion?   Do m e n
r e ally s p e n d  t h ei r  w e al t h  w holly on  t h e m s elves,  a n d
t ak e  no  pl e a s u r e  in  t h e  pl e a s u r e  of wo m e n?”
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“Ge n e r ally, I b elieve,” E nva  r e plie d,
“th ey fancy t h ey h ave  p aid  too  m u c h  for  t h ei r
toy b efor e  t h ey h ave  pos s e s s e d  it long, a n d  h a d  r a t h e r
b uy a  n e w  on e  t h a n  m a k e  m u c h  of t hos e  t h ey  h ave.  
Wives  s eldo m  look on  t h e  inc r e a s e  of a  m a n’s
w e al th  a s  a  g ain  to  t h e m s elves.   Of cou r s e  you
like  to  s e e  u s  p r e t tily d r e s s e d ,  w hile  you  t hink  u s
wo r t h  looking  a t  in ou r s elves.   But  a s  a  r ule
ou r  ow n  inco m e  p rovid es  for  t h a t ;  a n d  w e  a t
a ny r a t e  a r e  b e t t e r  off t h a n  al mos t  a ny wo m e n  ou tside
t h e  Pal ac e.   The  P rinc e  did  no t  c a r e ,  a n d  kn e w
it would  no t  m a t t e r  to  you, w h a t  h e  g ave  to  m a k e  hi s
gift  wo r t hy of hi m  a n d  a g r e e a ble  to  you.  Pe r h a p s,”
s h e  a d d e d,  “he  wish e d  to  m a k e  it s ec u r e  by offe ring
t e r m s  too  good  to  b e  t h row n  a w ay by a ny foolish  r e b ellion
a g ain s t  a  h e avie r  h a n d  o r  a  wor s e  t e m p e r  t h a n  u s u al. 
You h a r dly u n d e r s t a n d  ye t  h alf t h e  a dva n t a g e s  you
pos s e ss .”

The  la t e n t  s a r c a s m  of t h e  las t  r e m a rk  did  no t  n e e d
t h e  look of p r e t e n d e d  fea r  t h a t  poin t e d  it.  If
E nva  p rofess e d  to  r e s e n t  my  ina d e q u a t e  a p p r e ci a tion
of t h e  s ple n did  b e a u ty b e s tow e d  on  m e  by t h e  royal
favou r  m o r e  t h a n  a ny possible  ill-u s a g e  for  w hich  s h e
s u p pos e d  h e r s elf co m p e n s a t e d  in a dva nc e,  it  w a s  no t
for  m e  to  p u t  h e r  since ri ty to  p roof.

“Onc e  bo u g h t ,  t h e n ,  wives  a r e  no t  wo r t h  pl e a sing?  
It  is no t  wo r t h  w hile  to  p u rc h a s e  h a p py faces,  b rig h t
s miles,  a n d  willing  kiss e s  no w  a n d  t h e n  a t  a  cos t
t h e  give r  c a n  sc a r c ely feel?”

E nva’s look now  w a s  h alf m alicious,  h alf kindly,
a n d  w holly co mic al; b u t  s h e  a n s w e r e d  g r av ely, wi th
a  sligh t  imi t a tion  of my  ow n  ton e—

“Ca n  you  no t  im a gin e,  o r  m a k e  Eve e n a  t ell you,
Cla sfe m p t a ,  w hy wo m e n  onc e  p u rc h a s e d  t hink  it  b e s t
to  give  s miles  a n d  kiss e s  fre ely to  on e  w ho  c a n  co m m a n d
t h ei r  t e a r s?   Or  do  you  fancy t h a t  t h ei r  s miles
a r e  m o r e  loyal a n d  sinc e r e  w h e n  wo n  by kind n e s s  t h a n. ...”
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“By fea r?   S w e e t er, E nva,  a t  a ny r a t e .  
Well, if I do  no t  offen d  you r  feelings,  I n e e d  no t
h e si t a t e  to  dis r e g a r d  a no t h e r  of you r  c us to m s.”

S h e  r e c eived  h e r  s h a r e  willingly a n d  g r a t efully e no u g h,
b u t  h e r  s mile  a n d  kiss  w e r e  so  evide n tly give n  to
o r d er, t h a t  t h ey only t e s tified  to  t h e  t ho rou g h  lit e r ali ty
of h e r  s t a t e m e n t.   Lee noo, Ei r al e,  a n d  Elfe  follow e d
h e r  ex a m ple  wi t h  c h a r a c t e ris tic  exac t n es s.   Eq u ally
c h a r a c t e ris tic  w a s  t h e  con d uc t  of t h e  o t h e r s.  
E u n a n e  ke p t  aloof till c alle d,  a n d  t h e n  a p p ro a c h e d
wi th  a n  ai r  of s ullen  r eluc t a nc e,  a s  if s u m m o n e d  to
r e c eive  a  r e p ri m a n d  r a t h e r  t h a n  a  favour.  N o t
a  li t tl e  a m u s e d,  I affec t e d  di sple a s u r e  in my t u r n ,
till t h e  window  of h e r  c h a m b e r  close d  b e hin d  u s ,  a n d
h e r  ill-h u m o u r  w a s  forgo t t e n  in  wo n d e ring  al a r m.  
Offe r e d  in  p riva t e ,  t h e  kiss  a n d  s mile  given  a n d  no t
d e m a n d e d,  t h e  p r e s e n t  w a s  a cc e p t e d  wi th  fr a nk  affec tion a t e
g r a t i t u d e .   Eive  took h e r  s h a r e  in  p e t ti sh  s hyn e s s ,
w ai ting  t h e  m o m e n t  w h e n  s h e  mig h t  mi ngle  u no bs e rve d
wi th  h e r  childlike  c a r e s s e s  t h e  c hildish  r e p ro ac h—

“If you  c a n  b uy kiss e s,  Cla sfe m p t a ,  you  do n’t
w a n t  mi n e.   And if you fancy I s ell t h e m,  you
s h all h ave  no  m o r e .”
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I s a w  Davilo in  t h e  m o r nin g  b efo r e  w e  s t a r t e d .  
Afte r  so m e  conve r s a tion  on  b u sin e ss,  h e  s aid—

“And p a r do n  a  s u g g e s tion  w hich  I m a k e,  no t  a s
in c h a r g e  of you r  affai r s ,  b u t  a s  r e s po nsible  to  ou r
s u p r e m e  a u t ho ri ty for  you r  s afe ty.  N o  co r r e s pon d e n c e
s ho uld  p a s s  fro m  you r  ho us e hold  u n sc r u tinise d;  a n d
if t h e r e  b e  s uc h  co r r e s po n d e n c e,  I m u s t  a sk  you  to
plac e  in my  h a n d,  for  t h e  p u r pos e  of ou r  q u e s t ,  no t
a ny m e s s a g e,  b u t  so m e  of t h e  slips  on  w hich  m e s s a g e s
h ave  b e e n  w ri t t e n.   This m ay  p ro b a bly fu rnis h
p r e cis ely t h a t  t a n gible  m e a n s  of r el a tion  wi th  so m e
on e  a c q u ain t e d  wi th  t h e  cons pi r a cy for  w hich  w e  h ave
so u g h t  in  vain.”

My u n willingn e s s  to  m e d dle  wi th  fe minin e  co r r e s po n d e n c e
w a s  t h e  les s  in t elligible  to  hi m  t h a t ,  a s  t h e  m a s t e r
alon e  co m m a n d s  t h e  ho u s e hold  t el e g r a p h,  h e  kn e w  t h a t
it  m u s t  h ave  p a s s e d  t h ro u g h  my h a n d s.   I yielde d
a t  las t  to  his  r e p e a t e d  u r g e n cy t h a t  a  life  m o r e  p r e cious
t h a n  min e  w a s  involved  in a ny d a n g e r  to  mys elf, so
fa r  a s  to  p ro mis e  t h e  slips  r e q ui r e d,  to  fu r nis h  a
pos sible  m e a n s  of rap por t  b e t w e e n  t h e  clairvoyan t e
a n d  t h e  e n e my.

I r e t u r n e d  to  t h e  ho u s e  in g r ave  t ho u g h t .   E u n a n e .
co r r e s pon d e d  by t h e  t el eg r a p h  wi th  so m e  sc hoolm a t e s;
Eive,  I fancie d,  wi th  t h r e e  o r  fou r  of t hos e  ladie s
wi th  w ho m,  a cco m p a nying  m e  on  my visi t s,  s h e  h a d  m a d e
a c q u ain t a n c e.   But  I h a t e d  t h e  ve ry t hou g h t  of
do m e s tic  s u s picion,  a n d,  a d h e ring  to  my original r e solve,
r efus e d  to  e n t e r t ain  a  dis t r u s t  t h a t  s e e m e d  ill-foun d e d
a n d  fa r-fe tc h e d.   If t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  t r e a c h e ry,
it  would  b e  im possible  to  ob t ain  a ny le t t e r s  t h a t
mig h t  h ave  b e e n  p r e s e rve d  wi thou t  r e so r ting  to  a  co m p ulsion
w hich, sinc e  bo t h  E u n a n e  a n d  Eive  h a d  w ri t t e n  in  t h e
knowled g e  t h a t  t h ei r  le t t e r s  p a s s e d  u n r e a d,  wo uld
s e e m  like  a  b r e a c h  of fai t h.   I a sk e d,  ho w ever,
si m ply, a n d  giving  no  r e a so n,  for  t h e  p ro d uc tion  of
a ny p a p e r s  r e c eive d  a n d  p r e s e rve d  by ei th er. 
Eive,  wit h  h e r  u s u al ai r  of sim plici ty, b ro u g h t  m e
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t h e  t wo  o r  t h r e e  w hich,  s h e  s aid,  w e r e  all s h e  h a d
k e p t .   Eu n a n e  r e plie d  wi th  a  p e t ula nc e  al mos t
a m o u n tin g  to  r efu s al, w hic h  to  so m e  mig h t  h ave  s u g g e s t e d
s us picion; b u t  w hich  to  m e  s e e m e d  t h e  ve ry las t  cou r s e
t h a t  a  culp ri t  wo uld  h ave  p u r s u e d.   To give  n e e dle ss
offenc e  w hile  conscious  of g uil t  would  h ave  b e e n  t h e
ve ry w a n to n n e s s  of r eckles s  t e m p er.

“Bit e  you r  to n g u e,  a n d  k e e p  you r  le t t e r s ,”
I s aid  s h a r ply.

Tu r ning  to  Eive  a n d  looking  a t  t h e  a d d r e s s e s  of h e r s,
no n e  of w hich  bo r e  t h e  n a m e  of a ny on e  w ho  could  b e
s us p e c t e d  of t h e  r e m o t e s t  con n e c tion  wi th  a  politic al
plo t—

“Give m e  w hich  of t h e s e  you  pl e a s e,” I
s aid,  t aking  fro m  h e r  h a n d  t h a t  w hich  s h e  s el ec t e d
a n d  m a r kin g  it.  “Now  e r a s e  t h e  w ri ting  you r s elf
a n d  give  m e  t h e  p a p er.”

This  incide n t  g ave  E u n a n e  leisu r e  to  r e cove r  h e r  t e m p er. 
S h e  s tood  for  a  few m o m e n t s  a s h a m e d  p e r h a p s,  b u t ,
a s  u s u al, r e solu t e  to  a bid e  by t h e  cons e q u e n c e s  of
a  faul t .   Wh e n  s h e  foun d  t h a t  my  las t  wo r d  w a s
s pok e n,  h e r  m ood  c h a n g e d  a t  onc e .

“I did  no t  q ui t e  like  to  give  you  Velna’s
le t t e r s.   They a r e  foolish,  like  min e;  a n d  b e sid e s——But
I n eve r  s u p pos e d  you  wo uld  le t  m e  r efu s e.   Wh a t
you  wo n’t m a k e  m e  do, I m u s t  do  of my  ow n  a cco r d.”
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Wom a nly r e a so nin g,  m o s t  u nlike  “wo m a n’s
r e a son s!” S h e  b ro u g h t ,  wi th  u n affec t e d  al ac ri ty,
a  collec tion  of t af roo-slips  w hos e  a d d r e s s e s  bo r e
ou t  h e r  a cco u n t  of t h ei r  c h a r a c t er.  Taking  t h e
las t  fro m  t h e  b u n dle,  I b a d e  h e r  e r a s e  it s  con t e n t s.

“No,” s h e  s aid,  “ th a t  is t h e  on e
I le as t  liked  to  s how.  If you  will no t  r e a d  it,
pl e a s e  follow my h a n d  a s  I r e a d,  a n d  s e e  for  you r s elf
how  fa r  I h av e  mis us e d  you r  t r u s t .”

“I n ev e r  do u b t e d  you r  good  fai th,  E u n a n e”—But
s h e  h a d  b e g u n  to  r e a d ,  poin ting  wi th  h e r  fing e r  a s
s h e  w e n t  on.   At on e  s e n t e n c e  h a n d  a n d  voice  w ave r e d
a  li t tl e  wi thou t  a p p a r e n t  r e a son.   “I s h all,”
w ro t e  h e r  sc hool-frien d,  so m e  h alf ye a r  h e r  junior,
“m ak e  my a p p e a r a n c e  a t  t h e  n ext  ins p ec tion.  
I wis h  t h e  Ca m p t a ,  h a d  left  you  h e r e  till no w; w e
mig h t  p e r h a p s  h av e  con t rived  to  p a s s  in to  t h e  s a m e
ho us e hold.”

“A ve ry innoc e n t  wis h,  a n d  ve ry n a t u r al,”
I s aid,  in a n s w e r  to  t h e  look, h alf inqui ring,  h alf
s hy, wi t h  w hich  E u n a n e  w a tc h e d  t h e  effec t  of h e r  wo r ds .  
I could  no t  no w  u s e  t h e  p r e c a u tion  in h e r  c a s e ,  w hic h
it  h a d  so m e ho w  s e e m e d  n a t u r al  to  a do p t  wi th  Eive,
of m a r kin g  t h e  p a p e r  r e t u r n e d  for  e r a s u r e .   On
h e r  p a r t ,  E u n a n e  t h r u s t  in to  my h a n d  t h e  w hole  b u n dle
a s  t h ey  w e r e ,  a n d  I w a s  force d  mys elf to  e r a s e ,  by
a n  el ec t ro-c h e mical p roc e s s  w hich  leaves  no  t r a c e
of w ri ting,  t h e  wo r d s  of t h a t  s el ec t e d .   The  a b s e nc e
of a ny m a r k  on  t h e  s econ d  p a p e r  s e rve d  s ufficien tly
to  dis ting uis h  t h e  t wo  w h e n,  of cou r s e  wit ho u t  s t a tin g
fro m  w ho m  I r e c eive d  t h e m,  I pl ac e d,  t h e m  in Davilo’s
h a n d s.

Whe n  w e  w e r e  r e a dy to  le ave  t h e  p e ris tyle  for  t h e
c a r ri a g e,  I obs e rve d  t h a t  E u n a n e  alon e  w a s  s till u nv eiled,
w hile  t h e  o t h e r s  wo r e  t h ei r  cloaks  of dow n  a n d  t h e
t hick  veils, wi thou t  w hich  no  lady m ay  p r e s e n t  h e r s elf
to  t h e  p u blic  eye.
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“‘Thieving  tim e  is wo m a n’s c rim e,’”
I s aid,  q uo ting  a  do m e s tic  p rove r b.   “In
a no t h e r  ho us e hold  you  would; b e  left  b e hind.”

“Of cou r s e ,” s h e  r e plie d,  s uc h  s u m m a ry
discipline  s e e min g  to  h e r  a s  a p p ro p ri a t e  a s  to  a n
E u ro p e a n  child.   “I don’t  like  alw ays
to  d e s e rve  t h e  vine  a n d  r e c eive  t h e  n u t s .”

“You m u s t  t ak e  w hich  I like,” I
r e to r t e d,  lau g hing.   S a tisfied  o r  silenc e d,  s h e
h a s t e n e d  to  d r e s s,  a n d  e njoye d  wi th  u n alloyed  d eligh t
t h e  u n u s u al  pl e a s u r e  of ins p ec ting  d r e s s e s  a n d  jew elle ry,
a n d  m a king  m o r e  p u r c h a s e s  in  a  d ay  t h a n  s h e  h a d  exp ec t e d
to  b e  a bl e  to  do  in  t wo  ye a r s.   Bu t  s h e  a n d  h e r
co m p a nions  a c t e d  wi th  m o r e  conside r a tion  t h a n  ladie s
p e r mi t t e d  to  visit  t h e  s hops  of Eu ro p e  s how  for  t h ei r
m a s c uline  e s co r t .   Eive  alon e,  on  t his  a s  on  o th e r
occ a sions,  availe d  h e r s elf t ho rou g hly of t hos e  p rivileg e s
of c hildhood  w hich  I h a d  alw ays  ex t e n d e d  to  h er.

So  q uick  a r e  t h e  p roc e e din gs  a n d  so  exc ellen t  t h e
a r r a n g e m e n t s  of M a r ti al co m m e r c e ,  eve n  w h e r e  ladies
a r e  co nc e r n e d,  t h a t  a  cou ple  of ho u r s  s a w  u s  on  ou r
w ay ho m e w a r d,  af t e r  h aving  p a s s e d  t h ro u g h  t h e  a p a r t m e n t s
of h alf t h e  m e r c h a n t s  in  Altasfe.   P u r pos ely for
my  ow n  ple a s u r e ,  a s  w ell a s  for  t h a t  of my  co m p a nions,
I took a  ci rc ui tous  ro u t e  ho m e w a r d,  a n d  in so  doing
c a m e  within  sigh t  of a  p rincip al fe minine  N u r s e ry
o r  gi rls’ s c hool.  Recog nising  it,  E u n a n e
s pok e  wi th  so m e  e a g e r n e s s—
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“Ah!  I s p e n t  nin e  ye a r s  t h e r e ,  a n d  no t
alw ays  u n h a p pily.”

Eve e n a ,  w ho  s a t  b e side  m e ,  p r e s s e d  my h a n d,  wit h  a n
in t e n tion  e a sily u n d e r s tood.

“And you would  like  to  s e e  it  a g ain?”
I inq ui r e d  in co m plianc e  wit h  h e r  silen t  hin t .

“Not  to  go  b ack,” s aid  E u n a n e.   “But
I s hould  like  to  p ay it a  visi t,  if it  w e r e  pos sible.”

“Ca n  w e?” I a s k e d  Eve e n a.

“I t hink  so,” s h e  a n s w e r e d.   “I
obs e rve  h alf a  doze n  p eo ple  h ave  go n e  in sinc e  w e
c a m e  in sigh t,  a n d  I fancy it is insp ec tion  d ay t h e r e .”

“Ins p ec tion?” I a sk e d.

“Yes,” s h e  r e plied  in a  to n e  of so m e  li t tl e
a n noya nc e  a n d  di sco mfor t.   “The  gi rls  w ho
h ave  co m ple t e d  t h ei r  t e n t h  ye ar, a n d  w ho  a r e  t ho u g h t
to  h ave  a s  good  a  c h a n c e  no w  a s  t h ey  would  h ave  la t er,
a r e  d r e s s e d  for  t h e  fi r s t  ti m e  in t h e  w hi t e  ro b e  a n d
veil of m aid e n hood,  a n d  p r e s e n t e d  in t h e  p u blic c h a m b e r
to  a t t r a c t  t h e  c hoice  of t hos e  w ho  a r e  looking  for
b rid e s.”

“Not  a  ple a s a n t  s p ec t a cle,” I s aid,  “to
you  o r  to  mys elf; b u t  i t will h a r dly a n noy t h e  o t h e r s ,
a n d  E u n a n e  s h all h av e  h e r  wis h.”

We d e s c e n d e d  fro m  ou r  c a r ri a g e  a t  t h e  g a t e ,  a n d  e n t e r e d
t h e  g ro u n d s  of t h e  N u r s e ry.  S t u diously a s  t h e
h e al t h,  t h e  die t,  a n d  t h e  ex e rcis e  of t h e  in m a t e s
a r e  c a r e d  for, no t hin g  is do n e  to  r e n d e r  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e
of t h e  ho m e  w h e r e  t h ey p a s s  so  la rg e  a n d  c ri tic al
a  po r tion  of t h ei r  lives  c h e e rful o r  a t t r a c tive  in
a p p e a r a nc e .   U tili ty alon e  is s t u die d;  how  m u c h
b e a u ty con d u c e s  to  u tili ty w h e r e  t h e  h a p pin e s s  a n d
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h e al t h  of c hild r e n  a r e  conc e r n e d,  M a r ti al s cie nc e
h a s  ye t  to  le a r n .   The  g ro u n d s  con t ain e d  no  flow e r s
a n d  b u t  few t r e e s;  t h e  la t t e r  r uin e d  in poin t  of for m
a n d  n a t u r al  g r a c e  to  r e n d e r  t h e m  conve nien t  s u p po r t s
for  gy m n a s tic  a p p a r a t u s .   A n u m b e r  of t h e  you n g e r
gi rls, u nveiled,  b u t  d r e s s e d  in a  d a rk  pl ain  g a r m e n t
r e a c hin g  fro m  t h e  t h ro a t  to  t h e  kn e e s ,  wi t h  t ro us e r s
giving  fre e  pl ay to  t h e  limbs,  w e r e  exe rcising  on  t h e
diffe r e n t  s win gs  a n d  b a r s ,  flinging  t h e  ligh t  w eig h t s
a n d  b alls, o r  h a n dling  t h e  s u bs ti t u t e s  for  d u m b-b ells,
t h e  u s e  of w hich  for m s  a n  impor t a n t  b r a n c h  of t h ei r
e d uc a tion.   Ot h e r s,  r elieve d  fro m  t his  e s s e n ti al
p a r t  of t h ei r  t a sks,  w e r e  e n g a g e d  in va rious  s po r t s .  
On e  of t h e s e  I no tice d  e s p e ci ally.  Pe r h a p s  a
h u n d r e d  youn g  ladie s  on  ei t h e r  sid e  for m e d  a  so r t
of b a t t alion,  con t e n ding  for  t h e  g ro u n d  t h ey occ u pie d
wi th  ligh t  s hield s  of clos ely wove n  wi r e  a n d  m a s ks
of t h e  s a m e  m a t e ri al, a n d  wi t h  s p e a r s  consis ting  of
a  r e e d  o r  g r a s s  a bo u t  five fee t  in len g t h,  a n d  exc e e din gly
ligh t .   Whe n  p e rfec tly r ipe n e d,  t h e s e  s p e a r s  a r e
exc e e din g  for mid a ble,  t h ei r  poin t s  b eing  s h a r p  e no u g h
to  pie rc e  t h e  skin  of a ny b u t  a  p a c hyd e r m a to us  a ni m al. 
Thos e  e m ploye d  in t h e s e  g a m e s,  ho w ever, a r e  g a t h e r e d
w hile  ye t  cove r e d  by a  s h e a t h,  w hich,  a s  t h ey  rip e n,
b u r s t s  a n d  leaves  t h e  ke e n,  h a r d  poin t  expos e d.  
Conside r a ble  c a r e  is t ak e n  in  t h ei r  s el ec tion,  sinc e ,
if n e a rly rip e,  o r  if t h ey  s hould  rip e n  p r e m a t u r ely
u n d e r  t h e  h e a t  of t h e  s u n  w h e n  s eve r e d  fro m  t h e  s t e m,
t h e  s h e a t h  b u r s ting  in  t h e  mid dle  of a  g a m e,  ve ry
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g r ave  a c cide n t s  mig h t  occur.  The  m ove m e n t s  of
t h e  gi rls  w e r e  so  o rd e r e d  t h a t  t h e  g a m e  a p p e a r e d  al mos t
a s  m u c h  a  d a n c e  a s  a  conflic t; b u t  t hou g h  t h e r e  w a s
no t hing  of u n s e e mly violenc e,  t h e  vic to ry w a s  evide n tly
con t e s t e d  wi t h  r e al  e a r n e s t n e s s,  a n d  wi th  a  skill s u p e rio r
to  t h a t  di spl aye d  in  t h e  m ove m e n t s  of t h e  a c t u al  soldie r s
w ho  h ave  long  since  exc h a n g e d  t h e  t a sks  of w a rf a r e
for  t h e  d u tie s  of police m e n,  e s co r t s ,  a n d  s e n t rie s.  
I h eld  Eve e n a’s  h a n d,  t h e  o t h e r s  follow e d  u s
clos ely, ven t u rin g  n ei t h e r  to  b r e ak  fro m  ou r  p a r ty
wi tho u t  leave  no r  to  a sk  p e r mission,  t ill, a t  Eve e n a’s
s u g g e s tion,  it  w a s  s po n t a n eo u sly give n.   They
t h e n  q ui t t e d  u s ,  h a s t e ning,  E u n a n e  to  s e ek  ou t  h e r
favou ri t e  co m p a nions  of a  for m e r  s e a son,  t h e  o t h e r s
to  min gle  wi th  t h e  youn g e r  gi rls  a n d  s h a r e  in t h ei r
pl ay.  We w alke d  on  slowly, s to p ping  fro m  tim e
to  ti m e  to  w a tc h  t h e  exe rcis e s  a n d  s po r t s  of t h e  youn g e r
po r tion  of a  co m m u ni ty n u m b e rin g  so m e  fift e e n  h u n d r e d
gi rls.  Wh e n  w e  e n t e r e d  t h e  h all w e  w e r e  r ejoin e d
by E u n a n e,  wit h  on e  of h e r  fri en ds  w ho  s till wor e
t h e  o rdin a ry  sc hool cos t u m e.   Conve r s a tion  wi th
o r  no tice  of a  youn g  lady so  d r e s s e d  w a s  no t  only
no t  exp ec t e d  b u t  di s allow e d,  a n d  t h e  p ai r  s e a t e d  t h e m s elves
b e hind  u s  a n d  s t u diously ou t  of h e a ring  of a ny conve r s a tion
con d uc t e d  in a  low ton e.

The  s p e c t acle,  a s  I h a d  a n ticipa t e d,  w a s  to  m e  a ny t hin g
b u t  ple a s a n t .   I t  r e min d e d  m e  of a  sl ave-m a rk e t
of t h e  E a s t ,  how ever, r a t h e r  t h a n  of t h e  m o r e  r evol ting
fea t u r e s  of a  sl ave  a u c tion  in t h e  U nit e d  S t a t e s .  
The  m aid e ns,  m os t  of t h e m  ve ry g r ac eful a n d  m o r e  t h a n
p r e t ty, t h ei r  ro b e s  a r r a n g e d  a n d  o r n a m e n t e d  wit h  a n
evid e n t  c a r e  to  s e t  off t h ei r  p e r so ns  to  t h e  b e s t
a dva n t a g e,  a n d  wi t h  a  skill m u c h  g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h ey
t h e m s elves  could  ye t  h ave  a c q ui r e d,  w e r e  s e a t e d  alon e
o r  by  t wos  a n d  t h r e e s  in diffe r e n t  p a r t s  of t h e  h all,
g ro u p e d  so  a s  to  p ro d uc e  t h e  m os t  a t t r a c tive  g e n e r al
a s  w ell a s  individu al  effec t.   The  pic t u r e ,  t h e r efo r e,
w a s  a  p r e t ty  on e;  a n d  sinc e  t h e  in t e n din g  p u rc h a s e r s
a d d r e s s e d  t h e  objec t s  of t h ei r  c u riosi ty o r  a d mi r a tion
wi th  cou r t e sy a n d  fai rly d e co rou s  r e s e rve,  i t w a s

455



t h e  know n  c h a r a c t e r  r a t h e r  t h a n  a ny visible  incide n t
of t h e  sc e n e  t h a t  r e n d e r e d  it  r e p u g n a n t  o r  r evolting
in my eyes.   I n e e d  no t  s ay  t h a t ,  exce p t  Eve e n a,
t h e r e  w a s  no  on e  of ei t h e r  s ex in t h e  h all w ho  s h a r e d
my  feeling.   Afte r  all, t h e  p u r pos e  w a s  b u t  fr a nkly
avow e d,  a n d  c e r t ainly c a r ri e d  ou t  m o r e  s afely a n d
d eco ro usly t h a n  in  t h e  b all-roo m s  a n d  d r a win g-roo m s
of Londo n  o r  Pa ris.   Of t h e  m aid e n s,  so m e  s e e m e d
s hy a n d  b a ckw a r d,  a n d  m o s t  w e r e  silen t  s ave  w h e n  a d d r e s s e d .  
Bu t  t h e  m ajori ty r e c eive d  t h ei r  s ui to r s  wi th  a  t ho ro u g hly
b u sin es s-like  air, a n d  lis t e n e d  to  t h e  t e r m s  offe r e d
t h e m,  o r  e n d e avou r e d  to  exac t  a  high e r  p ric e  o r  a  b riefe r
p e riod  of a s s u r e d  slave ry, wi th  a  s elf-poss e s sion
m o r e  r e a so n a ble  t h a n  a g r e e a ble  to  wi tn e s s .   On e
m aid e n  s e a t e d  in ou r  im m e dia t e  vicini ty w a s,  I p e r c eived,
t h e  objec t  of Eve e n a’s e s p eci al in t e r e s t ,  a n d,
a t  fir s t  on  t his  a cco u n t  alon e,  a t t r a c t e d  my obs e rva tion.  
Dr es s e d  wi th  so m e w h a t  les s  os t e n t a tious  c a r e  a n d  el e g a n c e
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t h a n  h e r  co m p a nions,  h e r  veil a n d  t h e  ski r t  of h e r
ro b e  w e r e  so  a r r a n g e d  a s  to  s how  les s  of h e r  p e r so n al
a t t r a c tions  t h a n  t h ey g e n e r ally dis playe d.   A fir s t
gl a nc e  h a r dly did  jus tice  to  a  cou n t e n a n c e  w hich,
if no t  sign ally p r e t ty, a n d  c e r t ainly m a r k e d  by a
b e a u ty les s  s t riking  t h a n  t h a t  of m o s t  of t h e  o t h e r s ,
w a s  m o d e s t  a n d  ple a sing; a  figu r e  sligh t  a n d  g r a c eful,
wi th  h a n d s  a n d  fee t  ye t  s m alle r  t h a n  u s u al, eve n  a m o n g
a  r a c e  t h e  s h a p e  of w hos e  lim bs  is, wi th  few exc e p tions,
a d mi r a ble.   Very few h a d  a d d r e s s e d  h er, o r  eve n
looke d  a t  h e r ;  a n d  a  c e r t ain  r e sig n e d  m o r tifica tion
w a s  visible  in h e r  cou n t e n a n c e.

“You a r e  so r ry for  t h a t  c hild?” I s aid
to  Eve e n a.

“Yes,” s h e  a n s w e r e d.   “It  m u s t
b e  di s t r e s sing  to  feel h e r s elf t h e  le a s t  a t t r a c tive,
t h e  lea s t  no tice d  a m o n g  h e r  co m p a nions,  a n d  on  s uc h
a n  occ a sion.   I c a n no t  conc eive  how  I could  b e a r
to  for m  p a r t  of s uc h  a  s p e c t a cle; b u t  if I w e r e  in
h e r  pl ac e,  I s u p pos e  I s hould  b e  h u r t  a n d  h u m ble d
a t  finding  t h a t  no body c a r e d  to  look a t  m e  in t h e  p r e s e n c e
of o th e r s  p r e t ti e r  a n d  b e t t e r  d r e s s e d  t h a n  mys elf.”

“Well,” I s aid,  “of all t h e  face s
I s e e  I like  t h a t  t h e  b e s t .   I s u p pos e  I m u s t
no t  s p e a k  to  h e r?”

“Why no t?” s aid  Eve e n a  in s u r p ris e.  
“You a r e  no t  bo u n d  to  p u rc h a s e  h er, a ny m o r e
t h a n  w e  bo u g h t  all w e  looke d  a t  to-d ay.”

“It  did  no t  occu r  to  m e ,” I r e plied,  “th a t
I could  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  a  pos sible  s ui tor, no r  do  I
t hink  I could  find  cou r a g e  to  p r e s e n t  mys elf to  t h a t
youn g  lady in a  m a n n e r  w hich  m u s t  c a us e  h e r  to  look
u po n  m e  in t h a t  ligh t .   Ask E u n a n e  if s h e  knows
h er.”

H e r e  Eive  a n d  t h e  o t h e r s  joine d  u s  a n d  took t h ei r
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plac e s  on  my righ t .   Eve e n a,  le aving  h e r  s e a t
for  a  m o m e n t ,  s poke  a p a r t  wit h  E u n a n e.

“Will you  s p e ak  to  h e r?” s h e  s aid,  r e t u r nin g.  
“Sh e  is E u n a n e’s frien d  a n d  co r r e s pon d e n t ,
Velna; a n d  I t hink  t h ey  a r e  r e ally fond  of e a c h  o t h er. 
I t  is a  pi ty t h a t  if s h e  is to  u n d e r go  t h e  m o r tifica tion
of r e m aining  u n c hos e n  a n d  going  b a ck  to  h e r  t a sks,
a t  le a s t  till t h e  n ext  ins p e c tion,  s h e  will a lso  b e
s e p a r a t e d  finally fro m  t h e  only p e r so n  for  w ho m  s h e
s e e m s  to  h ave  h a d  a ny t hing  like  ho m e  affec tion.”

“Well, if I a m  to  t alk to  h er,” I r e plied,
“you  m u s t  b e  good  e no u g h  to  a c co m p a ny m e.  
I do  no t  feel t h a t  I could  ven t u r e  on  s uc h  a n  e n t e r p ris e
by mys elf.”

Eve e n a’s ey es,  eve n  t h ro u g h  h e r  veil, exp r e ss e d
a t  onc e  a m u s e m e n t  a n d  s u r p ris e; b u t  a s  s h e  ro s e  to
a c co m p a ny m e  t his  exp r e s sion  fad e d  a n d  a  look of g r ave r
in t e r e s t  r e plac e d  it.   M a ny t u r n e d  to  obs e rve  u s
a s  w e  c ro ss e d  t h e  s ho r t  s p a c e  t h a t  s e p a r a t e d  u s  fro m
t h e  isola t e d  a n d  n e glec t e d  m aid e n.   I h a d  s e e n ,
if I h a d  no t  no tice d,  t h a t  in no  c a s e  w e r e  t h e  m e n,
a s  t h ey  m a d e  t h e  tou r  of t h e  roo m  or  w e n t  u p  to  a ny
lady w ho  mig h t  h ave  a t t r a c t e d  t h ei r  s p e ci al no tice,
a c co m p a nie d  by t h e  wo m e n  of t h ei r  ho us e holds.  
A few of t h e s e ,  ho w ever, s a t  w a tc hin g  t h e  sc e n e,  t h ei r
m o r tifica tion,  c u riosi ty, je alousy, o r  w h a t eve r  feeling
it  mig h t  exci t e ,  b eing  of cou r s e  conc e aled  by t h e  veils
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t h a t  hid  ev e ry fea t u r e  b u t  t h e  eyes,  w hich  no w  a n d
t h e n  follow e d  ve ry closely t h e  foots t e ps  of t h ei r
lord s.   The  objec t  of ou r  a t t e n tion  s how e d  m a rk e d
s u r p ris e  a s  w e  a p p ro a c h e d  h er, a n d  ye t  m o r e  w h e n,  s e eing
t h a t  I w a s  a t  a  loss  for  wo r d s,  Eve e n a  h e r s elf s poke
a  kindly a n d  g r a cious  s e n t e n c e.   The  gi rl’s
voice  w a s  soft  a n d  low, a n d  h e r  ton e  a n d  wo r d s,  a s
w e  g r a d u ally fell in to  a  h e si t a ting  a n d  b rok e n  conve r s a tion,
confi r m e d  t h e  imp r e s sion  m a d e  by h e r  a p p e a r a n c e .  
Whe n,  af t e r  a  few min u t e s ,  I m ove d  to  d e p a r t ,  t h e r e
w a s  in Eve e n a’s r eluc t a n t  s t e ps  a n d  exp r e s sive
u p t u r n e d  eye s  a  m e a nin g  I could  no t  u n d e r s t a n d.  
As soon  a s  w e  w e r e  ou t  of h e a ring,  m oving  so  a s  p a r tly
to  hid e  my cou n t e n a n c e  a n d  e n ti r ely to  conc e al  h e r
ow n  g e s t u r e  fro m  t h e  objec t  of h e r  co m p a s sion,  s h e
c h e ck e d  my s t e p s  by a  g e n tle  p r e s s u r e  on  my a r m  a n d
looke d  u p  e a r n e s tly in to  my  face.

“Wh a t  is it?” I a sk e d.   “You
s e e m  to  h ave  so m e  wis h  t h a t  I c a n no t  conjec t u r e ;  a n d
you  c a n  t r u s t  by t his  ti m e  my a nxie ty to  g r a tify eve ry
d e si r e  of you rs ,  r e a so n a ble  o r  no t—if ind e e d
you  eve r  w e r e  u n r e a so n a ble.”

“Sh e  is so  s a d ,  so  lonely,” Eve e n a  a n s w e r e d,
“a n d  s h e  is so  fond  of E u n a n e.”

“You do n’t m e a n  t h a t  you  w a n t  m e  to  m a k e
h e r  a n  offe r!” I exclaim e d  in ext r e m e  a m az e m e n t.

“Do no t  b e  a n g ry,” ple a d e d  Eve e n a.  
“Sh e  would  b e  gla d  to  a c c e p t  a ny offe r  you  wo uld
b e  likely to  m a k e;  a n d  t h e  m o n ey you  g av e  m e  yes t e r d ay
wo uld  h ave  p aid  all s h e  would  cos t  you  for  m a ny ye a r s .  
Beside s,  it  would  ple a s e  E u n a n e,  a n d  it  would  m a k e
Velna  so  h a p py.”

“You m u s t  know fa r  b e t t e r  t h a n  I c a n  w h a t  is
likely to  m a k e  h e r  h a p py,” I r e plied.   “S t r a n g e
to  t h e  ide as  a n d  c us to m s  of you r  wo rld,  I c a n no t  conc eive
t h a t  a  wo m a n  c a n  wish  to  t ak e  t h e  las t  pl ac e  in  a
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ho us e hold  like  ou r s  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  fir s t  o r  only on e
wi th  t h e  poo r e s t  of h e r  p eo ple.”

“Sh e  will h a r dly h ave  t h e  c hoice,” Eve e n a
a n s w e r e d.   “Thos e  w ho m  you  c a n  c all poo r
m os tly w ai t  till t h ey  c a n  h ave  t h ei r  c hoice  b efo r e
t h ey m a r ry; a n d  if t ak e n  by so m e  on e  w ho  could  no t
affor d  a  m o r e  exp e n sive  c hoice,  s h e  wo uld  only b e
n e glec t e d ,  o r  dis miss e d  ill p rovid e d  for, a s  soon
a s  h e  could  p u r c h a s e  on e  m o r e  to  his  t a s t e .”

“If,” I r ejoine d  a t  las t ,  “you  t hink
it  a  kind n e s s  to  h er, a n d  a r e  s u r e  s h e  will so  t hink
it; if you  wis h  it, a n d  will avouc h  h e r  co n t e n t m e n t
wi th  a  pl ac e  in t h e  ho us e hold  of on e  w ho  do e s  no t  d e si r e
h er, I will co m ply wit h  t his  a s  wi t h  a ny wish  of you r s.  
Bu t  it  is no t  to  my:  min d  to  t ak e  a  wife  ou t
of m e r e  co m p a s sion,  a s  I mig h t  r e a dily a do p t  a  c hild.”

Onc e  m o r e ,  wi th  all ou r  m u t u al  affec tion  a n d  a p p r e ci a tion
of e a c h  o t h e r’s c h a r a c t er, Eve e n a  a n d  I w e r e
fa t  a s  t h e  Poles  a p a r t  in t ho u g h t  if no t  in feeling.  
I t  w a s  a s  impossible  for  h e r  to  e m a n cip a t e  h e r s elf
u t t e rly fro m  t h e  ide a s  a n d  h a bi t s  of h e r  ow n  wo rld,
a s  for  m e  to  r e concile  mys elf to  t h e m.   I led
h e r  b a ck  a t  las t  to  h e r  s e a t ,  a n d  b eckon e d  E u n a n e
to  my  sid e.

“Eve e n a,” I s aid,  “h a s  b e e n  u r ging
m e  to  offe r  you r  frien d  yond e r  a  pl ac e  in ou r  ho us e hold.”
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Thou g h  I could  no t  s e e  h e r  face,  t h e  ins t a n t  c h a n g e
in h e r  a t t i t u d e ,  t h e  e a g e r  m ove m e n t  of h e r  h a n d s,
a n d  t h e  el as tic  s p ring  t h a t  s u d d e nly b r a c e d  h e r  for m,
exp r e s s e d  h e r  feeling  pl ainly e no u g h.

“It  m u s t  b e  do n e,  I s u p pos e ,” I m u r m u r e d
r a t h e r  to  mys elf t h a n  to  t h e m,  a s  E u n a n e  timidly p u t
ou t  h e r  h a n d  a n d  g r a t efully cla s p e d  Eve e n a’s. 
“Well, it is to  b e  do n e  for  you, a n d  you  m u s t
do  it.”

“How c a n  I?” excl aim e d  E u n a n e  in  a s to nis h m e n t;
a n d  Eve e n a  a d d e d,  “It  is for  you; you  only c a n
n a m e  you r  t e r m s,  a n d  it  wo uld  b e  a  s t r a n g e  sligh t
to  h e r  to  do  so  t h ro u g h  u s .”

“I c a n no t  h elp  t h a t .   I will no t  ‘ac t
t h e  lie’ by  affec ting  a ny p e r so n al  d e si r e  to
win  h er, a n d  I could  no t  t ell h e r  t h e  t r u t h .   Offe r
h e r  t h e  s a m e  t e r m s  t h a t  co n t e n t e d  t h e  r e s t ;  n ay, if
s h e  e n t e r s  my  ho us e hold,  s h e  s h all no t  feel h e r s elf
in  a  s e con d a ry  o r  infe rio r  posi tion.”

This  con di tion  s u r p ris e d  eve n  Eve e n a  a s  m u c h  a s  my
r e solve  to  m a k e  h e r  t h e  b e a r e r  of t h e  p ro pos al t h a t
w a s  in t r u t h  h e r  ow n.   Bu t,  how eve r  r eluc t a n t ,
s h e  wo uld  a s  soon  h ave  r efu s e d  ob e die nc e  to  my r e q u e s t
a s  h ave  wi th h eld  a  kind n e s s  b e c a u s e  it  cos t  h e r  a n
u n exp e c t e d  t r i al.  Taking  E u n a n e  wi th  h er, s h e
a p p ro ac h e d  a n d  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  gi rl.   Wh a t eve r  my
ow n  do u b t  a s  to  h e r  p rob a ble  r e c e p tion,  how eve r  a b s u r d
in my ow n  e s ti m a tion  t h e  t hing  I w a s  ind uc e d  to  do,
t h e r e  w a s  no  co r r e s po n din g  conscious n e s s,  no  feeling
b u t  on e  of s u r p ri s e  a n d  g r a tifica tion,  in t h e  face
on  w hich  I t u r n e d  my eye s.   The r e  w a s  a  s ho r t
a n d  e a r n e s t  d e b a t e;  b u t ,  a s  I af t e r w a r d s  le a r n e d,  it
a ro s e  sim ply fro m  t h e  gi rl’s a s to nis h m e n t  a t
t e r m s  w hich,  ext r ava g a n t  eve n  for  t h e  b e a u ti es  of
t h e  d ay, w e r e  t h ric e  a s  libe r al  a s  s h e  h a d  ven t u r e d
to  d r e a m  of.  Eve e n a  a n d  E u n a n e  w e r e  a s  w ell a w a r e
of t his  a s  h e r s elf; t h e  ri gh t  of b e a u ty to  a  s p e ci al
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p ric e  s e e m e d  to  t h e m  a s  obvious  a s  in  West e r n  E u rop e
s e e m s  t h e  righ t  of r a nk  to  exo r bi t a n t  s e t tl e m e n t s;
b u t  t h ey fel t  it a s  impos sible  to  a r g u e  t h e  poin t  a s
a  solici to r  wo uld  find  it  u n s afe  to  expou n d  to  a  g e n tl e m a n
t h e  diffe r e n t  cos t  of ho no u rin g  M a d e m ois elle  wi th
his  h a n d  a n d  b eing  ho nou r e d  wi th  t h a t  of Milady. 
Velna’s r e m o n s t r a n c e s  w e r e  s u p p r e s s e d;  s h e  ros e,
a n d,  a cco m p a nie d  by Eve e n a  a n d  E u n a n e,  a p p ro ac h e d  a
d e sk  in on e  co r n e r  of t h e  roo m,  occu pie d  by  a  lady
p a s t  mid dle  life.  The  la t t er, like  all t hos e
of h e r  s ex w ho  h av e  a do p t e d  m a s c uline  ind e p e n d e n c e
a n d  a  p rofe ssion al  c a r e er, wo r e  no  veil ove r  h e r  fac e,
a n d  in lieu  of t h e  feminine  h e a d-d r e s s  a  b a n d  of m e t al
a ro u n d  t h e  h e a d,  d e p e n ding  fro m  w hich  a  s ho r t  fall
of silke n  t ex t u r e  d r a w n  b a ck  b e hin d  t h e  e a r s  cove r e d
t h e  n e ck  a n d  u p p e r  e d g e  of t h e  d a rk  ro b e.   This
lady took fro m  a  h e a p  by h e r  sid e  a  slip  con t aining
t h e  u s u al for m  of m a r ri a g e  con t r a c t ,  a n d  filled  in
t h e  bl a nks.   At a  sign  fro m  Eve e n a,  I h a d  by t his
ti m e  a p p ro ac h e d  close  e no u g h  to  h e a r  t h e  lan g u a g e  of
h alf-e nvious,  h alf-s u p e rcilious  won d e r  in w hich  t h e
sc hoolmis t r e s s  con g r a t ula t e d  h e r  p u pil on  h e r  sig n al
con q u e s t ,  a n d  t h e  t e r m s  s h e  h a d  ob t ain e d,  a s  w ell
a s  t h e  m aid e n’s u n affec t e d  a ck nowle d g m e n t  of
h e r  ow n  s u r p ri s e  a n d  conscious  u n w o r t hin es s.  
I could  f e el , d e s pi t e  t h e  conc e al m e n t  of h e r
for m  a n d  fac e,  Eve e n a’s  silen t  exp r e ssion  of
p ain e d  di sg us t  wi th  t h e  on e,  a n d  e a r n e s t  wo m a nly sym p a t hy
wi th  t h e  o t h er.  The  doc u m e n t  w as  exec u t e d  in
t h e  u s u al t riplica t e .
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The  gi rl  r e ti r e d  for  a  few mi n u t e s ,  a n d  r e a p p e a r e d
in a  cloak  a n d  veil like  t hos e  of h e r  n e w  co m p a nions,
b u t  of co m p a r a tively c h e a p  m a t e ri als .  As w e  p a s s e d
t h e  t h r e s hold,  Eve e n a  g e n tly a n d  t aci tly b u t  d e ci sively
a s sig n e d  to  h e r  pro t e g e e  h e r  ow n  pl ac e  b e sid e
m e,  a n d  p u t  h e r  r i gh t  h a n d  in my left .   The  a gi t a tion
wi th  w hich  it m a nifes tly t r e m ble d,  t hou g h  n ei th e r
s t r a n g e  no r  u n ple a sing,  a d d e d  to  t h e  ex t r e m e  e m b a r r a s s m e n t
I fel t; a n d  I h a d  pl ac e d  h e r  n ex t  to  E u n a n e  in t h e
c a r ri a g e  a n d  t ak e n  my s e a t  b e side  Eve e n a,  w ho m  I n ev e r
p e r mi t t e d  to  r e sign  h e r  ow n,  b efo r e  a  single  s pok e n
wo r d  h a d  p a s s e d  in t his  ex t r ao r din a ry co u r t s hip,  o r
s a n c tion e d  t h e  b ri ef a n d  p r a c tical c e r e m o ny of m a r r i a g e .

I w a s  alon e  in my ow n  roo m  t h a t  eve nin g  w h e n  a  g e n tl e
sc r a t c hin g  on  t h e  window-c rys t al e n t r e a t e d  a d mission.  
I a n s w e r e d  wi tho u t  looking  u p,  a s s u min g  t h a t  Eve e n a
alon e  would  s e ek  m e  t h e r e .   Bu t  h e r s  w e r e  no t  t h e
lips  t h a t  w e r e  e a r n e s tly p r e s s e d  on  my h a n d,  no r  h e r s
t h e  voice  t h a t  s pok e,  t r e m bling  a n d  h e si t a ting  wi t h
s t ro n g e r  feeling  t h a n  it  could  u t t e r  in wo r ds—

“I do  t h a nk  you  fro m  my h e a r t .   I lit tl e
t hou g h t  you  wo uld  wis h  to  m a k e  m e  so  h a p py.  I
s h r a nk  fro m  s howing  you  t h e  le t t e r  les t  you  s hould
t hink I d a r e d  to  ho p e. ...  I t  is no t  only Velna;
it  is s uc h  s t r a n g e  joy a n d  co mfo r t  to  b e  h eld  fas t
by  on e  w ho  c a r e s—to  feel s af e  in h a n d s  a s
kind  a s  t h ey a r e  s t ron g.   You s aid  you  could  love
no n e  s ave  Eve e n a;  b u t ,  Clasfe m p t a ,  you r  w ay of no t
loving  is so m e t hin g  b e t t er, g e n tler, m o r e  conside r a t e
t h a n  a ny love  I eve r  ho p e d  o r  h e a r d  of.”

I could  r e a d  only p rofoun d  sinc e ri ty a n d  p a s sion a t e
g r a t i t u d e  in  t h e  cle a r  b righ t  eye s,  sof t e n e d  by h alf-s u p p r e s s e d
t e a r s ,  t h a t  looke d  u p  fro m  w h e r e  s h e  kn el t  b e side
m e.   Bu t  t h e  exa g g e r a t ion  w a s  p ainfully s u g g e s tive,
confi r min g  t h e  u gly view  E nva  h a d  give n  yes t e r d ay of
t h e  life  t h a t  s e e m e d  n a t u r al  a n d  r e a so n a ble  to  h e r
r a c e ,  a n d  m a d e  o rdin a ry  h u m a n  kind n e s s  a p p e a r  so m e t hing
s t r a n g e  a n d  ro m a n tic  by  con t r a s t .
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“Su r ely, E u n a n e,  eve ry m a n  wis h e s  t hos e  a ro u n d
hi m  h a p py, if it do  no t  cos t  too  m u c h  to  m a k e  t h e m
so?”

“No, inde e d!   Oft e n e r  t h e  m a s t e r  finds  pl e a s u r e
in p u nishin g  a n d  h u milia ting,  t h e  favou ri t e  in wi t n e s sing
h e r  co m p a nions’ t e a r s  a n d  t e r ror.  They
like  to  s e e  t h e  ho us e hold  g r a t eful for  a n  ho u r’s
a m u s e m e n t,  c rouc hing  to  c a p ric e,  inc r e d ulously t h a nkful
for  b a r e s t  jus tice.   On e  book m u c h  r e a d  in ou r
sc hools  s ays  t h a t  ’cru el ty is a  s t ron g er, e a rlier,
a n d  m o r e  t e n acious  h u m a n  ins tinc t  t h a n  sy m p a t hy;’
a n d  a no t h e r  t h a t  ’half t h e  pl e a s u r e  of pow e r
lies  in  giving  p ain,  a n d  h alf t h e  r e m aind e r  in  b eing
p r ai s e d  for  s p a ring  it.’ ...  But  t h a t  w a s
no t  all:  Eve e n a  w a s  a s  e a g e r  to  b e  kind  a s  you
w e r e .”

“M uc h  m o r e  so,  E u n a n e.”

“Pe r h a p s.   Wh a t  s e e m e d  n a t u r al  to  h e r  w a s
s t r a n g e  to  you.  Bu t  it w a s  yo ur  t hou g h t
to  p u t  Velna  on  e q u al  t e r m s  wi th  u s;  t aking  h e r  ou t
of m e r e  kind n es s,  to  give  h e r  t h e  do w ry of a  P rinc e’s
favou ri t e .  T hat  s u r p ris e d  Eve e n a ,  a n d  it p uzzled
m e.   Bu t  I t hink  I h alf u n d e r s t a n d  you  now, a n d
if I do....  Whe n  Eve e n a  told  u s  how  you  s ave d
h e r  a n d  d efied  t h e  Re g e n t ,  a n d  Eive  a sk e d  you  a bo u t
it, you  s aid  so  q uie tly, ’The r e  a r e  so m e  t hings
a  m a n  c a n no t  do.’  Is  b uying  a  gi rl  c h e a p,
b ec a u s e  s h e  is no t  a  b e a u ty, on e  of t hos e  t hings?”

464



Page 254

“To t ak e  a ny a dva n t a g e  of h e r  misfo r t u n e—to
m a k e  h e r  feel it  in my  con d uc t—to  give
h e r  a  plac e  in  my ho us e hold  on  o t h e r  t e r m s  t h a n  h e r
e q u als—to  s how  h e r  les s  conside r a tion  o r
cou r t e sy t h a n  on e  wo uld  give  to  a  gi rl a s  b e a u tiful
a s  you r s elf—yes,  E u n a n e!   To my  eyes,
you r  frien d  is ple a s a n t  a n d  p r e t ty; b u t  if no t ,  would
you  h ave  like d  to  feel t h a t  s h e  w a s  of les s  a cco u n t
h e r e  t h a n  you r s elf, b e c a u s e  s h e  h a s  no t  s uc h  s ple n did
b e a u ty a s  you r s?”

E u n a n e  w a s  too  fr a nk  to  conc e al h e r  g r a tifica tion
in t his  fi r s t  a ck nowled g m e n t  of h e r  ch a r m s,  a s  s h e
h a d  s how n  h e r  m o r tifica tion  w hile  it  w a s  wi th h eld—not,
c e r t ainly, b e c a u s e  u n d e s e rve d.   H e r  eye s  b rig h t e n e d
a n d  h e r  colou r  d e e p e n e d  in m a nifes t  ple a s u r e .  
Bu t  s h e  w a s  e q u ally fr a nk  in h e r  a n s w e r  to  t h e  implied
co m plim e n t  to  h e r  g e n e rosi ty, of w hos e  jus tice  s h e
w a s  no t  so  w ell a s s u r e d.

“I a m  af r aid  I s ho uld  h alf h ave  liked  it, a
ye a r  a go.  N ow, af t e r  I h av e  lived  so  long  wit h
you  a n d  Eve e n a,  I s hould  b e  s h a m e d  by it!  Bu t,
Cla sfe m p t a ,  t h e  t hings  ‘a m a n  c a n no t  do’
a r e  t h e  t hin gs  m e n  do  eve ry d ay;—a n d  wo m e n
eve ry ho u r!”

CHAPTER XXIV — WINTER.

Hith e r to  I h a d  exp e ri e nc e d  only t h e  t ro pical clim a t e
of M a r s ,  wi th  t h e  exc e p tion  of t h e  s ho r t  tim e  s p e n t
in t h e  no r t h e r n  t e m p e r a t e  zon e  a bo u t  t h e  h eig h t  of
it s  s u m m er.  I w a s  a nxious,  of cou r s e ,  to  s e e  so m e t hin g
also  of it s  win t er, a n d  a n  op po r t u ni ty p r e s e n t e d  its elf. 
N o  ins ti t u tion  w a s  m o r e  obviously wo r t h  a  visi t  t h a n
t h e  g r e a t  U nive r si ty o r  p rincip al pl ac e  of hig h e s t
e d uc a tion  in t his  wo rld,  a n d  I w a s  invit ed  t hi t h e r
in t h e  mi d dle  of t h e  local win t er.  To t his  U nive r si ty
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m a ny of t h e  m os t  p ro mising  you t h s,  e s p e ci ally t hos e
in t e n d e d  for  a ny of t h e  M a r ti al p rofe ssions—a rc hi t ec t s ,
a r t is t s ,  r ul e r s ,  lawye r s ,  p hysicia ns,  a n d  so  for t h—a r e
oft e n  s e n t  di r ec tly fro m  t h e  sc hools,  o r  af t e r  a  s ho r t
p e riod  of t r aining  in t h e  hig h e r  colleg e s .   I t
is si t u a t e  fa r  wi thin  t h e  no r t h  t e m p e r a t e  zon e  on
t h e  s ho r e  of on e  of t h e  long e s t  a n d  n a r row es t  of t h e
g r e a t  M a r ti al  g ulfs, w hich  ext e n ds  fro m  no r t h-e a s t w a r d
to  so u t h-w e s t ,  a n d  s t r e t c h e s  fro m  4 3  d e g.   N. to
1 0  d e g.   S. la ti t u d e .   The  U nive r si ty in q u e s tion
is si t u a t e  n e a rly a t  t h e  ex t r e mi ty of t h e  no r t h e r n
b r a nc h  of t his  g ulf, w hich  s plit s  in to  t wo  a bo u t  3 0 0
miles  fro m  its  e n d,  a  c a n al of cou r s e  con n e c ting  it
wi th  t h e  n e a r e s t  s e a-b el t .   I c hos e  to  p e rfo r m
t his  jou r n ey by land,  following  t h e  line  of t h e  g r e a t
ro a d  fro m  Amac asfe  to  Qu alveskin t a  for  a bo u t  8 0 0  miles,
a n d  t h e n  t u r ning  di r ec tly no r t h w a r d.   I did  no t
s u p pos e  t h a t  I s ho uld  find  a  willing  co m p a nion  on
t his  jou r n ey, a n d  w a s  mys elf wishful to  b e  alon e,
since  I d a r e d  no t,  in h e r  p r e s e n t  s t a t e  of h e al t h ,
expos e  Eve e n a  to  t h e  fa tigu e  a n d  h a r d s hip  of p rolon g e d
win t e r  t r avelling  by  lan d.   To my s u r p ri s e,  ho w ever,
all t h e  r e s t ,  w h e n  a w a r e  t h a t  I h a d  d e cline d  to  t ak e
h er, w e r e  e a g e r  to  a cco m p a ny m e.   Chiefly to  t ak e
h e r  ou t  of t h e  w ay, a n d  c e r t ainly wi t h  no  ide a  of finding
ple as u r e  in h e r  socie ty, I s el ec t e d  E nva;  n ex t  to  Lee noo
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t h e  m o s t  m alicious  of t h e  p a r ty, a n d  gif te d  wi t h  s ufficien t
in t ellige nc e  to  r e n d e r  h e r  m alice  m o r e  effec tive  t h a n
Le e noo’s s t u pidi ty co uld  b e .   E nva, m o r eover,
wi th  t h e  vigorous  you t hful vit ali ty-so  oft e n  foun d
on  E a r t h  in wo m e n  of h e r  ligh t  N o r t h e r n  co m plexion,
s e e m e d  less  likely to  s uffe r  fro m  t h e  s eve ri ty of
t h e  w e a t h e r  o r  t h e  fa tigu e  of a  land  jou r n ey t h a n
m os t  of h e r  co m p a nions.   Wh e n  I s pok e  of my  in t e n tion
to  Davilo, I w a s  s u r p ris e d  to  find  t h a t  h e  conside r e d
eve n  feminin e  co m p a ny a  p ro t ec tion.

“Any a t t e m p t  u po n  you,” h e  s aid,  “mus t
ei t h e r  involve  you r  co m p a nion,  for  w hich  t h e r e  c a n
b e  no  leg al exc us e  p r efe r r e d,  o r  els e  expos e  t h e  a s s aila n t
to  t h e  ri sk  of b eing  ide n tified  t h ro u g h  h e r  evide n c e.”

I s t a r t e d  a cco r dingly a  few d ays  b efor e  t h e  win t e r
sols tice  of t h e  No r t h,  r e a c hing  t h e  g r e a t  ro a d  a  few
miles  fro m  t h e  poin t  a t  w hich  it  c ros s e s  a no t h e r  of
t h e  g r e a t  g ulfs  r u n nin g  d u e  no r t h  a n d  so u t h,  a t  it s
n a r ro w e s t  poin t  in  la ti t u d e  3  d e g.   S. At t his
poin t  t h e  inle t  is no  m o r e  t h a n  t w e n ty miles  wid e,
a n d  it s  b a nks  a bo u t  a  h u n d r e d  fee t  in h eigh t .  
At t his  level a n d  a c ros s  t his  vas t  s p a c e  w a s  c a r ri ed
a  b rid g e,  s u p po r t e d  by  a r c h e s ,  a n d  r e s ti ng  on  pilla r s
d e e ply imb e d d e d  in t h e  s u b m a rin e  rock  a t  a  d e p t h  a bo u t
e q u al  to  t h e  h eig h t  of t h e  lan d  on  ei t h e r  sid e.  
The  M a r ti al s e a s  a r e  for  t h e  m os t  p a r t  s h allow, t h e
landlocke d  g ulfs b eing  s eldo m  1 0 0  fa tho m s,  a n d  t h e
d e e p e s t  oc e a n  so u n ding s  giving  less  t h a n  1 0 0 0.  
The  vas t  a n d  solid  s t r u c t u r e  looke d  a s  ligh t  a n d  ai ry
a s  a ny s u s p e n sion  b ridg e  a c ros s  a n  Alpine  r avin e.  
This  gig a n tic  viad uc t ,  a bo u t  5 0 0  M a r ti al ye a r s  old,
is s till t h e  m os t  m a g nifice n t  a c hieve m e n t  of e n gin e e ring
in t his  d e p a r t m e n t .   The  m ain  ro a d s ,  con n e c ting
impor t a n t  ci ti es  o r  for min g  t h e  p rincip al ro u t e s  of
co m m e rc e  in  t h e  a b s e n c e  of conve nie n t  r ive r  o r  s e a
c a r ri a g e,  a r e  c a r ri e d  ove r  g ulfs, s t r e a m s,  r avine s,
a n d  valleys,  a n d  t h ro u g h  hills, a s  Ter r e s t ri al e n gin e e r s
h ave  r ec e n tly p ro mis e d  to  c a r ry  r ailw ays  ove r  t h e
mino r  ine q u ali ti es  of g ro u n d.   Tha t  w hich  w e  w e r e
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following  is a n  e s p e cially m a g nifice n t  ro a d,  a n d  sign alise d
by s eve r al  g r a n d  exhibi tions  of e n gin e e ring  d a rin g
a n d  g e niu s.   I t  r u n s  fro m  Amac a sfe  for  a  t hou s a n d
miles  in on e  s t r aigh t  line  di r ec t  a s  t h a t  of a  Rom a n
ro a d,  a n d  wi th  b u t  h alf-a-doze n  ch a n g e s  of level in
t h e  w hole  dis t a nc e .   I t  c ross e d  in t h e  s p a c e  of
a  few mile s  a  valley, o r  r a t h e r  d ell, 2 0 0  fee t  in
d e p t h,  a n d  wi th  s e mi-p e r p e n dic ula r  side s,  a n d  a  s t r e a m
wid e r  t h a n  t h e  Mississippi a bove  t h e  junc tion  of t h e
Ohio.  N ext  it  t r ave r s e d  t h e  p r e cipi tous  sid e
of a  hill for  a  dis t a n c e  of t h r e e  o r  fou r  miles,  w h e r e
N a t u r e  h a d  no t  affo rd e d  foothold  for  a  r a b bi t  o r  a
s q ui r r el.   The  s t u p e n do us  b ridg e s  a n d  t h e  m a g nificen t
op e n  ro a d  cu t  in t h e  side  of t h e  rock, it s  r oof s u p po r t e d
on  t h e  insid e  by  t h e  hill it s elf, on  t h e  ou t sid e  by
pilla r s  left  a t  r e g ul a r  in t e rvals  w h e n  t h e  s to n e  w a s
c u t ,  for m e d  fro m  on e  poin t  a  single  s ple n did  view. 
Poin ting  it  ou t  to  E nva,  I w a s  a  lit tle  s u r p ri s e d
to  find  h e r  c a p a ble,  u n d e r  t h e  g uid a nc e  of a  few r e m a r ks
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fro m  mys elf, of a p p r eci a ting  a n d  t aking  p rid e  in t h e
m a rv ellous  wo rk  of h e r  r ac e.   In  a no t h e r  pl ac e,
a  t u n n el pi e r c e d  di r e c tly a n  in t e rve ning  r a n g e  of
hills for  a bo u t  eig h t  miles,  in t e r r u p t e d  only in t wo
poin t s  by  s ho r t  d e e p  op e n  c u t tings.   This  p a s s a g e,
u nlike  t hos e  on  t h e  rive r  p r eviously m e n tion e d,  w a s
con s t a n tly a n d  b rillian tly ligh t e d.   The  w hole
ro a d  ind e e d  w a s  lit u p  fro m  t h e  fall of t h e  eve nin g
to  t h e  dis p e r sion  of t h e  m o r ning  mis t  wit h  a  b rilliancy
n e a rly e q u al  to  t h a t  of d ayligh t.   As I d a r e d  no t
t r av el a t  a  g r e a t e r  r a t e  t h a n  t w e n ty-five  miles  p e r
ho u r—my exp e rie nc e,  t ho u g h  it  e n a ble d  m e
to  m a n a g e  t h e  c a r ri a g e  wi th  s ufficien t  skill, no t
giving  m e  confide nc e  to  p u s h  it to  it s  g r e a t e s t  s p e e d— t h e
jou r n ey m u s t  occ u py s eve r al  d ays.   We h a d,  t h e r efo r e,
to  r e s t  a t  t h e  s t a tions  p rovide d  by p u blic  a u t ho ri ty
for  t r avelle r s  u n d e r t akin g  s uc h  long  lan d  jou r n eys.  
The s e  a r e  b uil t  like  o r din a ry M a r tial  ho us e s ,  s ave
t h a t  in lieu  of p e r is tyle  o r  in t e rio r  g a r d e n  is a n
op e n  s q u a r e  pl a n t e d  wi th  s h r u b s  a n d  m e r ely la rg e  e no u g h
to  affo rd  ligh t  to  t h e  inn e r  r oo m s.   The  c h a m b e r s
al so  a r e  ve ry m u c h  s m alle r  t h a n  t hos e  of good  p riva t e
ho us es .   As t h e s e  s t a tions  a r e  n e a rly alw ays  pl ac e d
in tow n s  o r  villag e s,  o r  in w ell-p eo ple d  cou n t ry n eig h bo u r hoods,
food  is s u p plie d  by t h e  n e a r e s t  co nfec tion e r  to  e a c h
t r av elle r  individu ally, a n d  a  single  p e r so n,  a s sis t e d
by t h e  a m b a u,  is a bl e  to  m a n a g e  t h e  la r g e s t  of t h e m.

The  las t  t wo  o r  t h r e e  d ays  of ou r  jou r n ey w e r e  bi t t e rly
cold,  a n d  no t  a  lit tle  t rying.   My ow n  u n d e r g a r m e n t
of t hick  soft  le a t h e r  ke p t  m e  w a r m e r  t h a n  t h e  w a r m e s t
g r e a t co a t  o r  cloak  could  h ave  do n e,  t hou g h  I wo r e
a  la rg e  cloak  of t h e  k a r gyn d a’s fu r  in a d di tion—t h e
p rize  of t h e  h u n t  t h a t  h a d  so  n e a rly cos t  m e  d e ar,
a  p e r son al  a n d  ve ry g r a cious  p r e s e n t  fro m  t h e  Ca m p t a .  
My co m p a nion, w ho  h a d  no t  t h e  for m e r  a dva n t a g e,  t hou g h
w r a p p e d  in a s  m a ny ou t e r  g a r m e n t s  a n d  q uilt s  a s  I
h a d  t hou g h t  n e c e s s a ry, fel t  t h e  cold  s eve r ely, a n d
fel t  s t ill m o r e  t h e  d e n s e  chill mis t  w hich  bo t h  by
nig h t  a n d  d ay cove r e d  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  of t h e  cou n t ry. 
This  w a s  no t  infr e q u e n tly so  t hick  a s  to  r e n d e r  t r avelling
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al mos t  p e rilous;  a n d  b u t  t h a t  a n  el ec t ric  ligh t ,  r e q ui r e d
by law, w a s  pl ac e d  a t  e ac h  e n d  of t h e  c a r ri a g e ,  collisions
wo uld  h ave  b e e n  inevit a bl e.   The s e  h a r d s hips  affor d e d
a no t h e r  illus t r a tion  of t h e  s u bjec tion  of t h e  s ex
r e s ul ting  fro m  t h e  r ul e  of t h eo r e tical e q u ali ty. 
Mo r e  t h a n  a  ye a r’s exp e rie nc e  of n a t u r al  kind n e s s
a n d  consid e r a tion  h a d  no t  given  E nva  cou r a g e  to  m a k e
a  single  co m plain t;  a n d  a t  fir s t  s h e  did  h e r  b e s t
to  conc e al  t h e  w e e pin g  w hich  w a s  t h e  only, b u t  al mos t
con tinuo us,  exp r e s sion  of h e r  s uffe ring.   S h e  w a s
al mos t  a s  m u c h  s u r p ri s e d  a s  g r a tified  by  my  exp r e s sions
of sy m p a t hy, a n d  t h e  t ro u ble  I took to  ob t ain,  a t
t h e  fir s t  consid e r a ble  tow n  w e  r e a c h e d,  a n  a p p a r a t u s
by w hich  t h e  h e a t  g e n e r a t e d  by  m o tion  it self w a s  m a d e
to  s u p ply a  ce r t ain  w a r m t h  t h ro u g h  t h e  t u b ula r  op e n-wo rk
of t h e  c a r ri a g e  to  t h e  p e r so ns  of it s  occ u p a n t s.  
The  cold  w a s  a s  s eve r e  a s  t h a t  of a  S w e dis h  win t er,
t hou g h  w e  n eve r  a p p ro a c h e d  wi thin  s eve n t e e n  d e g r e e s
of t h e  Arctic  ci rcle ,  a  di s t a n c e  fro m  t h e  Pole  e q uivale n t
to  t h a t  of N o r t h e r n  F r a nc e .   The  M a r ti al t h e r mo m e t er,
in  for m  m o r e  like  a  w a tc h-b a ro m e t er, w hich  I c a r ri ed
in my b el t ,  m a rk e d  a  cold  e q uivale n t  to  1 2  d e g.  b elow
ze ro  C. in  t h e  mi d dle  of t h e  d ay; a n d  w h e n  left  in
t h e  c a r ri a g e  for  t h e  nig h t  i t h a d  r e gis t e r e d  no  les s
t h a n  2 2  d e g.  b elow ze ro.
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On e  of t h e  P rofes so r s  of t h e  U nive r si ty r e c eive d  u s
a s  his  g u e s t s ,  a s sig ning  to  u s ,  a s  is u s u al  w h e n  a
lady is of t h e  p a r ty, r oo m s  looking  on  t h e  p e ris tyle,
b u t  w hos e  win dow s  r e m ain e d  clos e d.   E nva, of cou r s e ,
s p e n t  h e r  ti m e  c hiefly wi t h  t h e  ladies  of t h e  fa mily. 
Whe n  alon e  wi th  m e  s h e  t alke d  fr e ely, t ho u g h  n e e ding
so m e  e nco u r a g e m e n t  to  exp r e s s  h e r  ow n  ide a s ,  o r  r e po r t
w h a t  s h e  h a d  h e a r d;  b u t  s h e  h a d  no  in t e n tion  of conc e al m e n t,
p e r h a p s  no  no tion  t h a t  I w a s  in t e r e s t e d  in h e r  a c co u n t s
of t h e  p r evale n t  feeling  r e s p e c ting  t h e  h e r e t ics  of
w ho m  s h e  h e a r d  m u c h,  exc e p t  of cou r s e  t h a t  Eve e n a’s
fa th e r  w a s  a m o n g  t h e m.   Th ro u g h  h e r  I le a r n e d
t h a t  m u c h  p ain s  h a d  b e e n  t ak e n  to  in t e nsify a n d  excit e
in to  a c tive  hos tili ty t h e  di slike  a n d  dis t r u s t  wi th
w hich  t h ey  h a d  alw ays  b e e n  r e g a r d e d  by t h e  p u blic
a t  la rg e ,  a n d  e s p e ci ally by  t h e  sci en tific g uilds,
w hos e  m e m b e r s  con t rol all e d uc a tion al e s t a blish m e n t s.  
Tha t  so m e  a t t e m p t  a g ains t  t h e m  w a s  m e di t a t e d  a p p e a r e d
to  b e  g e n e r ally r e po r t e d.   I t s  n a t u r e  a n d  t h e  m ove r s
in t h e  m a t t e r  w e r e  no t  know n,  so  fa r  a s  I could  g a t h er,
eve n  to  m e n  so  influe n tial a s  t h e  c hi ef P rofes so r s
of t h e  U nive r si ty.  I t  w a s  no t  m e r ely t h a t  t h e
wo m e n  h a d  h e a r d  no t hing  on  t his  poin t,  b u t  t h a t  t h ei r
lord s  h a d  d ro p p e d  exp r e s sions  of s u r p ris e  a t  t h e  s t r ic t n es s
wi th  w hich  t h e  s e c r e t  w a s  ke p t .

As t h ei r  p a r e n t s  p ay, w h e n  fir s t  t h e  c hild r e n  a r e
a d mi t t e d  to  t h e  p u blic  N u r s e ri e s,  t h e  p ric e  of a n
av e r a g e  e d u c a tion,  t his  s p e ci al ins t r u c tion  is given
in t h e  fi r s t  ins t a n c e  a t  t h e  cos t  of t h e  S t a t e  to
t hos e  w ho, on  a c co u n t  of t h ei r  t a s t e  a n d  t ale n t ,  a r e
s elec t e d  by t h e  t e a c h e r s  of t h e  Colleg e s.   Bu t
b efo r e  t h ey  leave  t h e  U nive r si ty a  bo n d  is t ak e n  for
t h e  a m o u n t  of t his  ou tl ay, w hich  h a s  to  b e  r e p aid  wi t hin
t h r e e  ye a r s .   I t  is fai r  to  s ay  t h a t  t h e  t ax  is
t r ivial in co m p a rison  wit h  t h e  o r din a ry g ain s  of t h ei r
p rofe ssions; t h e  m o r e  so  t h a t  no  s uc h  p r efe r e n c e  a s ,
in  ou r  world,  is al mos t  u nive rs ally give n  to  a  r e p u t a tion
w hich  c a n  only b e  a c q ui r e d  by  a g e ,  exclud e s  t h e  you t h
of M a r s  fro m  full a n d  p rofi t a bl e  e m ploym e n t.
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The  you t hs  w e r e  d eligh t e d  to  r e c eive  a  lec t u r e  on
t h e  for ms  of Ter r e s t ri al gove r n m e n t ,  a n d  t h e  ou tline s
of t h ei r  his to ry; a  topic  I s el ec t e d  b e c a u s e  t h ey
w e r e  al r e a dy a c q u ain t e d  wi th  t h e  s u b s t a n c e  of t h e
a d d r e s s e s  els e w h e r e  d elive r e d .   This  affo rd e d  m e
a n  oppo r t u ni ty of m a king  t h e  p e r so n al  a c q u ain t a nc e
of so m e  of t h e  m o r e  dis ting uis h e d  p u pils.  The
cle a r n e s s  of t h ei r  in t ellec t,  t h e  t ho rou g h n e s s  of t h ei r
knowled g e  in t h ei r  s eve r al  s t u dies,  a n d  t h e  dis tinc t n e s s
of t h ei r  a c q u ain t a nc e  wi t h  t h e  ou tline s  a n d  p rinciples
of M a r ti al  lea r nin g  g e n e r ally,—a n  a c q u ain t a nc e
a s  fre e  fro m  s m a t t e rin g  a n d  s u p e rficiali ty a s  n e c e ss a rily
u n e m b a r r a s s e d  by d e t ail,—t e s tified  e m p h a tic ally
to  t h e  exc ellenc e  of t h e  t r aining  t h ey h a d  r ec eived,
a s  w ell a s  to  t h e  h e r e di t a ry  d evelop m e n t  of t h ei r
b r ain s.   Wh a t  w a s,  ho w ever, no t  les s  s t riking
w a s  t h e  u t t e r  a b s e n c e  a t  onc e  of w h a t  I w a s  a c c us to m e d
to  r e g a r d  a s  m o r al  p rinciple,  a n d  of t h e  g e n e ro us
imp uls e s  w hich  in  you t h  so m e ti m e s  s u p ply t h e  pl ac e
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of p rinciple.   They avow e d  t h e  m o s t  a b solu t e  s elfish n es s,
t h e  m o s t  a bj ec t  fea r  of d e a t h  a n d  p ain,  wi th  a  fra nk n e s s
t h a t  wo uld  h ave  a m az e d  t h e  Cynics  a n d  dis g us t e d  t h e
felons  of al mos t  a ny E a r t hly n a tion.   The r e  w e r e
p a r t i al  exc e p tions,  b u t  t h e s e  w e r e  to  b e  foun d  exclusively
a m o n g  t hos e  in t r aining  for  w h a t  w e  s hould  c all p u blic
life, for  a d minis t r a tive  o r  judicial d u tie s.   The s e,
t hou g h  p rofe ssin g  no  d evo tion  to  t h e  in t e r e s t  of o t h e r s,
a n d  li t tl e  t h a t  could  b e  c alled  p u blic s pi ri t ,  did
n eve r t h el e s s  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  in r e t u r n  for  t h e  high
r a nk,  t h e  g r e a t  pow er, a n d  t h e  libe r al  r e m u n e r a tion
t h ey wo uld  e njoy, t h ey  w e r e  bou n d  to  consid e r  p ri m a rily
t h e  p u blic  in t e r e s t  in t h e  p e rfo r m a nc e  of t h ei r  func tions—t h e
righ t  of socie ty to  jus t  o r  a t  le as t  to  c a r efully
leg al  judg m e n t ,  a n d  dilige n t  efficie n t  a d minis t r a tion.  
Their  feeling,  how ever, w a s  r a t h e r  p rofession al  t h a n
p e r so n al, t h e  p rid e  of s t u d e n t s  in  t h e  p e rfec tion  of
t h ei r  a r t  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  e a r n e s t n e s s  of m e n  conscious
of g r ave  h u m a n  r e s pon sibili tie s.

In  conve r sin g  wi th  t h e  chief of t his  Fac ulty, I le a r n e d
so m e  p e c ulia ri tie s  of t h e  sys t e m  of gove r n m e n t  wi th
w hich  I w a s  no t  yet  a c q u ain t e d .   P ro motion  n eve r
d e p e n d s  on  t hos e  wi th  w ho m  a  p u blic  s e rv a n t  co m e s
in to  p e r so n al  con t a c t ,  b u t  on  t hos e  on e  o r  t wo  s t e p s
a bove  t h e  la t t er.  The  judg e s ,  for  ins t a nc e,  of
t h e  low e r  r a nk  a r e  s elec t e d  by t h e  p rincipal judg e
of e a c h  do minion; t h e s e  a n d  t h ei r  im m e dia t e  a s sis t a n t s ,
by  t h e  Chief of t h e  high e s t  Cou r t .   The  office r s
a ro u n d  a n d  u n d e r  t h e  Gove r no r  of a  p rovinc e  a r e  n a m e d
by t h e  Reg e n t  of t h e  do minion; t hos e  s u r ro u n ding  t h e
Re g e n t ,  a s  t h e  Re g e n t  hi m s elf, by  t h e  Sove r eig n.  
Eve ry officer, how ever, c a n  b e  r e move d  by his  im m e dia t e
s u p e rio r;  b u t  i t d e p e n d s  on  t h e  c hief wit h  w ho m  his
a p poin t m e n t  r e s t s ,  w h e t h e r  h e  s h all b e  t r a n sfe r r e d
to  a  si mila r  pos t  els e w h e r e  o r  si m ply dis miss e d.  
Thus,  w hile  no  m a n  c a n  b e  co m p elled  to  work  wi th  ins t r u m e n t s
h e  di slikes,  no  s u bo r din a t e  is a t  t h e  m e r cy of p e r so n al
c a p rice  o r  a n tip a t hy.

P ro m otion,  judicial a n d  a d minis t r a tive,  e n d s  b elow
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t h e  hig h e s t  poin t.   The  judg e s  of t h e  S u p r e m e
Cou r t  a r e  n a m e d  by t h e  Sove r eig n—with  t h e
a dvice  of a  Cou ncil, including  t h e  Reg e n t s ,  t h e  judg es
of t h a t  Cou r t ,  a n d  t h e  h e a d s  of t h e  P hilosop hic  a n d
E d uc a tion al  Ins ti tu t e s—fro m  a m o n g  t h e  a dvoc a t e s
a n d  s t u d e n t s  of law, o r  fro m  a m o n g  t h e  a bl e s t  a d minis t r a to r s
w ho  s e e m  to  pos s e s s  judicial facul ti es.   The  cod e
is w ri t t e n  a n d  si m ple.   Eve ry d u bious  poin t  t h a t
a r is e s  in  t h e  cou r s e  of li tiga tion  is r ef e r r e d,  by
a p p e al  o r  di r ec tly by  t h e  judg e  w ho  d e cid es  it, to
t h e  Chief Cou r t ,  a n d  all poin t s  of in t e r p r e t a tion  t h u s
r efe r r e d ,  a r e  finally s e t tl ed  by  a n  a d di tion  to  t h e
cod e  a t  its  p e riodical r evision.   The  Sove r eig n
c a n  e r a s e  o r  a d d  a t  pl e a s u r e  to  t his  cod e.   Bu t
h e  c a n  do  so  only in full Cou ncil, a n d  m u s t  h e ar,
t hou g h  h e  n e e d  no t  r e g a r d,  t h e  opinions  of his  a dvise r s .  
H e  c a n ,  how ever, s u s p e n d  im m e dia t ely till t h e  n ext
m e e ting  of t h e  Cou ncil t h e  e nfo rc e m e n t  of a ny a r ticle.
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The  Reg e n t s  a r e  n ev e r  n a m e d  fro m  a m o n g  s u bo r din a t e
officials, no r  is a  Re g e n t  eve r  p ro m ot e d  to  t h e  t h ro n e.  
I t  is h eld  t h a t  t h e  q u ali ties  r e q ui r e d  in a n  a b solu t e
Sove r eig n  a r e  no t  s uc h  a s  a r e  d e m a n d e d  fro m  or  likely
to  b e  d evelop e d  in t h e  s u bo r din a t e  r ul e r  of a  do minion
how eve r  impo r t a n t ,  a n d  t h a t  func tions  like  t hos e  of
a  Re g e n t ,  a t  le a s t  a s  impor t a n t  a s  t hos e  of t h e  Vice roy
of India,  ou g h t  no t  to  b e  e n t r u s t e d  to  m e n  t r ain e d
in s u b al t e r n  a d minis t r a tive  d u ti es.   Among  t h e
you t hs  of g r e a t e s t  p ro mis e,  in t h ei r  eig h t h  ye ar,
a  c e r t ain  s m all n u m b e r  a r e  s el ec t e d  by  t h e  chiefs
of t h e  U nive r si ty, w ho  visi t  for  t hi s  p u r pos e  all
t h e  N u r s e ri e s  of t h e  king do m.   With  w h a t  p u r pos e
t h e s e  you ths  a r e  s e p a r a t e d  fro m  t h ei r  fellows  is no t
explaine d  to  t h e m.   They a r e  c a r efully e d u c a t e d
for  t h e  hig h e s t  p u blic  d u tie s.   Year  by ye a r  t hos e
d e e m e d  fit t e r  for  less  impo r t a n t  offices  a r e  d r af t e d
off.  The r e  r e m ain  a t  las t  t h e  ve ry few w ho  a r e
t hou g h t  co m p e t e n t  to  t h e  func tions  of Re g e n t  o r  Ca m p t a,
a n d  fro m  a m o n g  t h e s e  t h e  Sove r eign  hi m s elf s elec t s
a t  pl e a s u r e  hi s  ow n  s ucc e sso r  a n d  t h e  occu p a n t  of a ny
vac a n t  Re g e n cy.  The  la t t er, ho w ever, holds  his
pos t  a t  fi rs t  on  p rob a tion,  a n d  c a n ,  of cou r s e ,  b e
r e m ove d  a t  a ny ti m e  by t h e  Sove r eign.   If t h e  la t t e r
s ho uld  no t  b efo r e  his  d e a t h  h av e  n a m e d  his  ow n  s ucc e s sor,
t h e  Cou ncil by a  p roc e s s  of elimin a tion  is r e d u c e d
to  t h r e e ,  a n d  t h e s e  c a s t  lots  w hich  s h all n a m e  t h e
n e w  Autoc r a t  fro m  a m o n g  t h e  you t hs  d e e m e d  wo r t hy of
t h e  t h ro n e,  of w ho m  six a r e  s eldo m  living  a t  t h e  s a m e
ti m e.   N o  P rinc e  is eve r  a p poin t e d  u n d e r  t h e  a g e
of fou r t e e n  (tw e n ty-s eve n) o r  ove r  t h a t  of sixt e e n
(thi r ty).  N o  Ca m p t a,  h a s  eve r  a b dic a t e d;  b u t  t h ey
s eldo m  live  to  fall in to  t h a t  so r t  of ine r t  indolenc e
w hich  m ay b e  c alled  t h e  do t a g e  of t h ei r  r a c e .  
The  n a t u r e  of t h ei r  func tions  s e e m s  to  p r e s e rve  t h ei r
m e n t al  a c tivity long e r  t h a n  t h a t  of o t h e r s ;  a n d  p ro b a bly
t h ey a r e  no t  p e r mit t e d  to  live  w h e n  t h ey h ave  b e co m e
m a nife s tly u nfit  o r  inc a p a ble  to  r eign.

Whe n  fir s t  invi t e d  to  visi t  t h e  U nive r si ty, I h a d
ho p e d  to  m a k e  it only a  s t a g e  a n d  s t e p ping-s to n e  to
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so m e t hing  ye t  m o r e  in t e r e s ting—to  visit
t h e  Arc tic  h u n t e r s  onc e  m o r e ,  a n d  join  t h e m  in t h e
m os t  exci ting  of t h ei r  p u r s ui t s;  a  ch a s e  by  t h e  elec t ric
ligh t  of t h e  g r e a t  Amphibia  of t h e  froze n  s e a-b el t
im m e dia t ely s u r ro u n ding  t h e  p e r m a n e n t  ice-c a p  of t h e
N o r t h e r n  Pole.   For  t his , how ever, t h e  royal lice nc e
w a s  r e q ui r e d;  a n d,  a s  w h e n  I m a d e  a  simila r  r e q u e s t
d u ring  t h e  fu r-c h as e  of t h e  So u t h e r n  s e a so n,  I m e t
wi th  a  p e r e m p to ry r efu s al.  “The r e  a r e  two
m e n  in t his  world,” s aid  t h e  P rinc e,  “who
wo uld  e n t e r t ain  s uc h  a  wish.  I d a r e  no t  avow
it; a n d  if t h e r e  w e r e  a  t hi r d,  h e  wo uld  a s s u r e dly
b e  convic t e d  of incu r a ble  lun acy, t ho u g h  on  all o th e r
poin t s  h e  w e r e  a s  cold-blood e d  a s  t h e  P r e sid e n t  of
t h e  Acad e my o r  t h e  Vivisec to r-Gen e r al.” 
I did  no t  t ell Eve e n a  of my  r e q u e s t  till it  h a d  b e e n
r efus e d;  a n d  if a ny t hing  could  h ave  les s e n e d  my vexa tion
a t  t h e  loss  of t his  t hi rd  op po r t u ni ty, it  wo uld  h av e
b e e n  t h e  exp r e s sion  of h e r  cou n t e n a n c e  a t  t h a t  m o m e n t.  
Ind e e d,  I w as  t h e n  s a tisfied  t h a t  I could  no t  h ave
lef t  h e r  in t h e  feve r  of al a r m  a n d  a nxie ty t h a t  a ny
s us picion  of my  p u r pos e  would  h ave  c a u s e d.
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I s eized,  how ever, t h e  op po r t u ni ty of a  win t e r  voyag e
in a  s m all ves s el, m a n n e d  by fou r  o r  five oc e a n-h u n t e r s ,
les s  ti mid  a n d  s u sc e p tible  to  s u rfac e  di s t u r b a nc e s
t h a n  o r din a ry  s e a m e n.   On  s uc h  a n  excu r sion,  E nva,
t hou g h  a  fa r  les s  pl e a s a n t  co m p a nion, w a s  a  les s  a nxious
c h a r g e  t h a n  Eve e n a .   We m a d e  for  t h e  N o r t h e r n  co as t ,
a n d  r a n  for  so m e  h u n d r e d  miles,  alon g  a  s e a-bo r d  no t
u nlike  t h a t  of N o r w ay, b u t  on  a  minia t u r e  sc al e.  
Thou g h  in so m e  for m e r  a g e  t hi s  h e mis p h e r e ,  like  E u rop e,
h a s  b e e n  s u bjec t  to  gl aci al a c tion  m u c h  m o r e  g e n e r al
a n d  in t e ns e  t h a n  a t  p r e s e n t ,  it s  ice-s e a s  a n d  ice-rive r s
m u s t  alw ays  h ave  b e e n  co m p a r a tively s h allow a n d  feeble.  
Be ac hing  a t  las t  a  b r e ak  in t h e  long  line  of cliff-g u a r d e d
c a p e s  a n d  fiord s,  w h e r e  t h e  s e a ,  h alf cove r e d  wi th
low isla n ds ,  e a t s  a  b ro a d  a n d  d e e p  ing r e s s  into  t h e
land-b el t ,  I dis e m b a rk e d,  a n d  m a d e  a  d ay’s lan d
jou r n ey to  t h e  no r t h w a r d .

The  g ro u n d  w a s  cove r e d  wit h  a  s h e e t  of h a r d-froze n
s now  a bo u t  eigh t e e n  inc h e s  d e e p,  wi th  a n  u p p e r  s u rfac e
of p u r e  ice.   Fo r  t h e  o r din a ry  c a r ri a g e ,  h e r e
u s el e s s,  w a s  s u b s ti t u t e d  a  sle d g e,  d rive n  fro m  b e hind
by a n  ins t r u m e n t  so m e t hin g  b e t w e e n  a  p a d dle-w h e el  a n d
a  sc r ew, wo rk e d,  of cou r s e ,  by  t h e  u s u al  el ec t ric
m a c hin e ry.  The  cold  w a s  fa r  m o r e  in t e n s e  t h a n
I h a d  eve r  b efo r e  know n  it; a n d  t h e  mis t  t h a t  fell
a t  t h e  clos e  of t h e  ve ry s ho r t  zyd a  of d ayligh t  r e n d e r e d
it  a ll b u t  in tole r a ble.   The  Arctic  ci rc ul a r  t h e r m o m e t e r
fell to  wi t hin  a  few poin t s  fro m  its  mini m u m  of—5 0
d e g.   Ce n tig r a d e  [?].  N o  fles h  could  e n d u r e
expos u r e  to  s uc h  a n  a t m os p h e r e ;  a n d  w e r e  no t  t h e  inn e r
m a s k  a n d  clo thing  of sof t  le a t h e r  p e rva d e d  by a  co ns t a n t
fee ble  c u r r e n t  of el ec t rici ty....

As w e  m a d e  ou r  w ay b ack  to  t h e  op e n  s e a ,  t h e  t e m p t a tion
to  disob ey t h e  royal o r d e r  w a s  all b u t  ir r e sis tible.  
N o  few e r  t h a n  t h r e e  ka r gyn d a u  w e r e  wi thin  s ho t  a t
on e  a n d  t h e  s a m e  tim e;  plun ging  fro m  t h e  s ho r e  of
a n  icy isla n d  to  e m e r g e  wi th  t h ei r  p r ey—a
fish  so m e w h a t  r e s e m bling  t h e  s al mon  in for m  a n d  flavour. 
My co m p a nions,  ho w ever, w e r e  t e r rified  a t  t h e  t hou g h t
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of disob e die nc e  to  t h e  law; a n d  a s  w e  h a d  b u t  on e
m o r dyt a  (ligh t nin g-g u n) a m o n g  t h e  p a r ty, a n d  t h e  u n c e r t ain ty
of t h e  ai r-g u n  h a d  b e e n  b efo r e  p rove n  to  my cos t,
t h e r e  w a s  so m e  forc e  in t h ei r  s u p ple m e n t a ry  a r g u m e n t
t h a t ,  if I did  no t  kill t h e  ka r gyn d a,  it  w a s  p ro b a ble
t h a t  t h e  k a r gyn d a  mig h t  bo a r d  u s;  in w hich  eve n t  ou r
c a s e  wo uld  b e  s u m m a rily di spos e d  of, wi thou t  t rou bling
t h e  Cou r t s  o r  allowing  tim e  to  a p ply, eve n  by t el eg r a p h,
for  t h e  royal p a r do n.   I w a s  s u g g e s ting,  m o r e
to  t h e  al a r m  t h a n  a m u s e m e n t  of t h e  c r ew, t h a t  w e  mig h t
clos e  t h e  h a t c h e s ,  a n d  ei th e r  c a r ry t h e  r e g al  b e a s t
a w ay c a p tive,  or, a t  wo r s t ,  dive  a n d  d ro w n  him—for
h e  c a n no t  swim  ve ry fa r—w h e n  t h ei r  objec tions
w e r e  e nforc e d  in  a n  u n exp ec t e d  m a n n er.  We w e r e
d rif ting  b eyon d  s ho t  of t h e  n e a r e s t  b r u t e ,  w h e n  t h e
t h r e e  s u d d e nly plun g e d  a t  onc e ,  a n d  a s  if by  conc e r t ,
a n d  w h e n  t h ey ro s e ,  w e r e  all evid e n tly m a king  for
t h e  ves s el, a n d  wi thin  so m e  eigh ty ya r ds .   I t h e n
lea r n t  a  n e w  a dva n t a g e  of t h e  el ec t ric  m a c hin e ry, a s
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co m p a r e d  wi t h  t h e  m o s t  po w e rful s t e a m-e n gin e .  
A p r e s s u r e  u po n  a  b u t ton,  a n d  a  few s eco n ds  s ufficed
to  exc h a n g e  a  s p e e d  of fou r  for  on e  of tw e n ty mile s
a n  ho u r;  w hile,  ins t e a d  of sinking  t h e  vess el b elow
t h e  s u rfac e,  t h e  m a s t e r  di r ec t e d  t h e  e n gin e  to  p u m p
ou t  all t h e  liquid  b allas t  s h e  con t ain e d.   The
w a t e r s po u t  t h u s  s e n t  for t h  h alf-d ro w n e d  t h e  e n e my
w hich  h a d  al r e a dy co m e  wit hin  a  few ya r d s  of ou r  s t a r bo a r d
q u a r t er, a n d  effec t u ally-sc a r e d  t h e  o t h e r s .   I t
w a s  jus t  a s  w ell t h a t  E nva,  w ho  h e a r tily h a t e d  t h e
bi t t e r  cold,  w as  s n u gly e n s co nc e d  in t h e  w a r m  cus hions
of t h e  c a bin,  a n d  h a d  no t,  t h e r efo r e ,  t h e  op po r t u ni ty
of giving  to  Eve e n a,  on  ou r  r e t u r n,  h e r  ve r sion  of
a n  a dve n t u r e  w hos e  al a r min g  a s p ec t  wo uld  h ave  imp r e s s e d
t h e m  bo t h  m o r e  t h a n  it s  ludic rous  side,  For  h alf a
min u t e  I t ho u g h t  t h a t  I h a d,  in s h e e r  folly, expos e d
h alf a  doz e n  lives  to  a  p e r il no n e  t h e  les s  r e al  a n d
no n e  t h e  m o r e  s a tisfac to ry t h a t ,  if five h a d  b e e n
killed,  t h e  s u rvivor  could  no t  h ave  so  told  t h e  s to ry
a s  to  avoid  lau g hin g—or  b ein g  lau g h e d  a t .

S w e e t  a n d  s e r e n e  a s  w a s  Eve e n a’s s mile  of w elco m e,
it  could  no t  conc e al  t h e  t r a c e s  of m o r e  t h a n  m e r e
d e p r e s sion  on  h e r  cou n t e n a nc e.   H e a r tily willing
to  a d minis t e r  a n  effec tive  les son  to  h e r  to r m e n to r s,
I s eized  t h e  occ asion  of t h e  s u n s e t  m e al  to  no tice
t h e  w e a ry  a n d  h a r a s s e d  look s h e  h a d  failed  w holly
to  b a nish.

“You look wo r s e  e a c h  tim e  I r e t u r n,  M a do n n a.  
This  ti m e  it is no t  m e r ely my a b s e n c e ,  if it  eve r
w e r e  so.  I will know  w ho  o r  w h a t  h a s  d rive n  a n d
h u n t e d  you  so.”

Take n  t h u s  by  s u r p ris e,  eve ry  face  b u t  on e  bo r e  wi tn e ss
to  t h e  t r u t h:   Eve e n a’s dis t r e s s ,  E u n a n e’s
mixed  r elief a n d  di s m ay, s h a r e d  in  ye t  g r e a t e r  d e g r e e
by Velna,  w ho  kn e w  less  of m e ,  t h e  s h e e r  t e r ro r  a n d
confusion  of t h e  r e s t ,  w e r e  e q u ally sig nifican t .  
The  M a r ti al judg e  w ho  s aid  t h a t  “th e  b e s t  evide nc e
w a s  los t  b e c a u s e  colou r  could  no t  b e  t e s t e d  o r  blu s h es
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a n alys e d,” would  h ave  p a s s e d  s e n t e n c e  a t  onc e.  
Bu t  if Eive’s ai r  of innoc e n t  u n cons cious n e s s
a n d  c hildish  indiffe r e nc e  w e r e  no t  since r e,  it m e ri t e d
t h e  p rove r bial p r ais e  of cons u m m a t e  affec t a tion,  “mo r e
gold e n  t h a n  t h e  s u n  a n d  w hit e r  t h a n  s now.” 
Eve e n a’s m o m e n t a ry gl a nc e  a t  onc e  d r e w  min e
u po n  t his  “pe t  c hild,” b u t  n ei th e r  dis t u r b e d
h er.  N o r  did  s h e  ove r a c t  h e r  p a r t .   “Eive,”
s aid  E nva  on e  d ay, “neve r  s al t s  h e r  t e a r s  o r
p ain t s  h e r  blu s h e s .”  As soon  a s  s h e  c a u g h t
my  look of do u b t—

“H ave  I do n e  w ro n g?” s h e  s aid,
in  a  ton e  h alf of confide nc e,  h alf of r e p ro ac h.  
“Pu nis h  m e ,  t h e n,  Cla sfe m p t a ,  a s  you  ple a s e—with
Eve e n a’s s a n d al.”

The  r e p a r t e e  d eligh t e d  t hos e  w ho  h a d  r e a so n  to  d e si r e
a ny dive r sion.   The  a p p e al  to  Eve e n a  di s a r m e d
my  u n willing  a n d  m o m e n t a ry  dis t r u s t .   Eve e n a,
how ever, a n s w e r e d  by n ei t h e r  wo r d  no r  look, a n d  t h e
p a r ty p r e s e n tly b rok e  u p .   Eive  c r e p t  clos e  to
claim  so m e  silen t  a to n e m e n t  for  u n s poke n  s u s picion,
a n d  a  few mi n u t e s  h a d  ela ps e d  b efor e ,  to  t h e  evide n t
al a r m  of s eve r al  cons cious  c ulp ri t s,  I so u g h t  Eve e n a
in h e r  ow n  c h a m b er.
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In  s pi t e  of all d e p r e c a tion,  I insis t e d  on  t h e  expla n a tion
s h e  h a d  ev a d e d  in p u blic.  “I g u e s s,”
I s aid,  “as  m u c h  a s  you  c a n  t ell m e  a bo u t  ‘the
four.’  I h av e  bo r n e  too  long  wit h  t hos e
w ho  h ave  m a d e  you r  life  t h a t  of a  h u n t e d  t h e r n e ,  a n d
r e n d e r e d  mys elf a nxious  a n d  r e s tl e s s  eve ry d ay a n d
ho u r  t h a t  I h av e  lef t  you  alon e.   U nle ss  you  will
d e ny t h a t  t h ey h av e  do n e  so—— Well,
t h e n,  I will h ave  p e a c e  for  you  a n d  for  mys elf. 
I c a n no t  le ave  you  to  t h ei r  m e r cy, no r  c a n  I r e m ain
a t  ho m e  for  t h e  n ex t  t w elve  doze n  d ays,  like  a  ch ain e d
w a t c h-d r a go n.   Pass  t h e m  ove r!” (as  s h e
s t rove  to  r e m o n s t r a t e); “ th e r e  is so m e t hin g  n e w
t his  ti m e.   You h av e  b e e n  h a r a s s e d  a n d  frigh t e n e d
a s  w ell a s  u n h a p py.”

“Yes,” s h e  a d mi t t e d ,  “bu t  I c a n
give  no t hing  like  a  r e a so n.   I d a r e  no t  e n t r e a t
you  no t  to  a sk,  a n d  ye t  I a m  only like  a  c hild, t h a t
w ak e s  sc r e a min g  by nig h t ,  a n d  c a n no t  s ay of w h a t  s h e
is af r aid.   Ou g h t  s h e  no t  to  b e  w hipp e d?”

“I c a n’t  s ay, b a m bin a;  b u t  I s hould  no t
a dvise  Eive  to  s t a r tl e  yo u  in t h a t  w ay! 
But,  s e riously, I s u p pos e  fea r  is m os t  p ainful w h e n
it  h a s  no  c a u s e  t h a t  c a n  b e  r e m ove d.   I h ave  s e e n
b r ave  soldie r s  p a nic-s t ricke n  in t h e  d a rk,  wi thou t
w ell knowing  w hy.”

I w a tc h e d  h e r  face  a s  I s poke,  a n d  no t e d  t h a t  w hile
t h e  p e t  n a m e  I h a d  u s e d  in t h e  fi r s t  d ays  of ou r  m a r ri a g e ,
now  r e c alled  by h e r  im a g e,  elici t e d  a  fain t  s mile,
t h e  m e n tion  of Eive  cloud e d  it  a g ain.   S h e  w a s
so  u n willing  to  s p e ak,  t h a t  I c a u g h t  a t  t h e  clue  affor d e d
by h e r  silenc e.

“It  is  Eive  t h e n?   The  lit tle  hypoc ri t e!  
S h e  s h all find  you r  s a n d al  h e avie r  t h a n  min e.”

“No, no!” s h e  pl e a d e d  e a g e rly.  “You
h ave  s e e n  w h a t  Eive  is in  you r  p r e s e nc e;  a n d  to  m e
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s h e  is alw ays  t h e  s a m e.   If s h e  w e r e  no t ,  could
I co m plain  of h e r?”

“And w hy no t,  Eve e n a?   Do you  t hink  I s ho uld
h e si t a t e  b e t w e e n  you?”

“No!” s h e  a n s w e r e d,  wi t h  u n u s u al  d e cision
of ton e .   “I will t ell you  ex ac tly w h a t
you  wo uld  do.   You wo uld  t ak e  my wor d  implici tly;
you  wo uld  h ave  m a d e  u p  you r  min d  b efor e  you h e a r d
h e r;  you  wo uld  d e al  h a r d e r  m e a s u r e  to  Eive  t h a n  to
a ny on e,  b e caus e  s h e  is you r  p e t ;  you would
t hink for  onc e  no t  of s p a ring  t h e  c ulp ri t ,  b u t  of s a tisfying
m e;  a n d  af t e r w a r d s”——

S h e  p a u s e d,  a n d  I s a w  t h a t  s h e  wo uld  no t  conclud e
in wo r ds  a  s e n t e nc e  I could  p e r h a p s  h av e  finish e d
for  mys elf.

“I s e e ,” I r e plied,  “th a t  Eive  is
t h e  sou rc e  of you r  t rou ble,  b u t  no t  w h a t  t h e  t rou ble
is.  Fo r  h e r  s ak e ,  do  no t  forc e  m e  to  ex to r t  t h e
t r u t h  fro m  h er.”

“I do u b t  w h e t h e r  s h e  h a s  g u e s s e d  my misgiving,”
Eve e n a  a n s w e r e d.   “It  m ay  b e  t h a t  you  a r e
righ t—t h a t  it is b e c a u s e  s h e  w a s  so  long
t h e  only on e  you  w e r e  fond  of, t h a t  I c a n no t  like
a n d  t r u s t  h e r  a s  you do.  But  ... you  leave  t h e
t ele g r a p h  in my ch a r g e ,  u n d e r s t a n din g,  of cou r s e ,
t h a t  it will b e  u s e d  a s  w h e n  you  a r e  a t  ho m e.  
So, af t e r  Davilo’s w a r ning,  I h ave  w ri t t e n  t h ei r
m e s s a g e s  for  Eu n a n e  a n d  t h e  o th e r s ,  b u t  I could  no t
r efus e  Eive’s r e q u e s t  to  w ri t e  h e r  ow n,  a n d,
like  you, I h ave  n eve r  r e a d  t h e m.”
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“Why?” I a s k e d.   “Su r ely it
is s t r a n g e  to  give  h er, of all, a  s p e ci al p rivileg e
a n d  confide nc e?”

Eve e n a  w a s  silen t .   S h e  could  in  no  c a s e  h ave
r e p ro ac h e d  m e  in wo r d s ,  a n d  eve n  t h e  r e p ro ac h  of sile nc e
w a s  so  u n u s u al  t h a t  I could  no t  b u t  feel it ke e nly. 
I s a w  a t  t h a t  m o m e n t  t h a t  for  w h a t eve r  h a d  h a p p e n e d
o r  mig h t  h a p p e n  I mig h t  t h a nk  mys elf; mig h t  t h a nk
t h e  do u b t  I wo uld  no t  avow to  my  ow n  min d,  b u t  could
no t  conc e al  fro m  h er, t h a t  Eve e n a  h a d  con d e s c e n d e d
to  so m e t hin g  like  jealousy of on e  w hos e  c hildish  si m plici ty,
r e al  o r  affec t e d,  h a d  s t r a n g ely won  my  h e a r t ,  a s  c hild r e n
do  win  h e a r t s  h a r d e n e d  by exp e ri e nc e  of life’s
ro u g h n e s s  a n d  evil.

“I know no t hing,” Eve e n a  s aid  a t  las t:  
“ye t  so m e how, a n d  w holly wi thou t  a ny r e a so n
I c a n  explain,  I fear.  Eive,  you  m ay  r e m e m b er,
h a s,  a s  you r  co m p a nion, m a d e  a c q u ain t a nc e  wit h  m a ny
ho us e holds  w hos e  h e a d s  you  do  no t  b elieve  frien ds
to  you  o r  t h e  Zin t a.   S h e  is a  dilige n t  co r r e s pon d e n t .  
S h e  n eve r  affec t s  to  conc e al  a ny t hing,  a n d  ye t  no  on e
of u s  h a s  la t ely s e e n  t h e  con t e n t s  of a  no t e  s e n t  o r
r e c eived  by h er.”

The r e  w a s  no t hing  t a n gible  in Eve e n a’s s u s picion.  
I t  w a s  m os t  r e p u g n a n t  to  my ow n  feelings,  a n d  ye t
it  impla n t e d,  w h e t h e r  by forc e  of sym p a t hy o r  of ins tinc t ,
a  mis giving  t h a t  n ev e r  lef t  m e  a g ain.

“My ow n,” I a n s w e r e d,  “I wo uld  t r u s t
you r  judg m e n t ,  you r  obs e rva tion  o r  fe minine  ins tinc t
a n d  insigh t  in to  c h a r a c t er, fa r  soon e r  t h a n  my ow n
conclusions  u po n  solid  fac t s .   Bu t  ins tinc t s  a n d
p r e s e n ti m e n t s ,  t ho u g h  w e  a r e  no t  scie n tifically igno r a n t
e no u g h  to  dis r e g a r d  t h e m,  a r e  no t  evide nc e  on  w hich
w e  c a n  a c t  o r  ev e n  inq ui r e.”

“No,” s h e  s aid.   “And ye t  it
is h a r d  to  feel, a s  I c a n no t  h elp  feeling,  t h a t  t h e
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t h u n d e r-cloud  is for min g,  t h a t  t h e  bolt  is a l mos t  r e a dy
to  s t rike,  a n d  t h a t  you  a r e  ri sking  life, a n d  p e r h a p s
m o r e  t h a n  life, ou t  of a  d elicacy no  o t h e r  m a n  would
s how  tow a r d s  a  child—sinc e  c hild you  will
h ave  h e r—w ho, I feel s u r e,  d e s e rv es  all
s h e  mig h t  r e c eive  fro m  t h e  h a n d s  of on e  w ho  would
h ave  t h e  t r u t h  a t  a ny cos t .”

“You feel,” I a n s w e r e d,  “for  m e
a s  I s ho uld  feel for  you.  Bu t  is d e a t h  so  t e r rible
to  u s ?  I t  m e a n s  leaving  you—I
wish  w e  kn e w  t h a t  it do e s  no t  m e a n  losing  for  ev er,
af t e r  so  b ri ef a n  e njoym e n t ,  a ll t h a t  is p e ri sh a ble
in love  like  ou r s—or  it wo uld  no t  b e  wo r t h
fea rin g.   I do n’t  t hink  I eve r  did  fea r
it  t ill you  m a d e  my life  so  s w e e t .   Bu t  life  is
no t  wo r t h  a n  u nkind n e s s  o r  injus tice.   Be t t e r  di e
t r u s ting  to  t h e  las t  t h a n  live  in  t h e  mi s e ry  a n d  s h a m e
of s u s p e c tin g  on e  I love,  o r  d r e a din g  t r e a c h e ro us
m alice  fro m  a ny h a n d  u n d e r  my ow n  roof.”

Whe n  I m e t  Davilo t h e  n ex t  m o r ning,  t h e  g r ave  a n d
a nxious  exp r e s sion  of his  face—u s u ally
c al m  a n d  s e r e n e  eve n  in d e e p e s t  t hou g h t ,  a s  a r e  t hos e
of t h e  exp e rie nc e d  m e m b e r s  of a n  Ord e r  confide n t  in
t h e  cons cious n e s s  of i r r e sis tible  s ec r e t  pow e r—not
a  li t tl e  dis t u r b e d  m e.   As Eve e n a  h a d  s aid,  t h e
t h u n d e r-cloud  w a s  for min g;  a n d  a  c hill w e n t  to  my
h e a r t  w hic h  in  facing  m e a s u r a ble  a n d  op e n  p e ril it
h a d  n ev e r  fel t.
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“I b ring  you,” h e  s aid; “a  m e s s a g e
t h a t  will no t ,  I a m  af r aid,  b e  w elco m e.   H e  w hos e
g u e s t  you  w e r e  a t  S e roc a sfe  invit e s  you  to  p ay hi m
a n  im m e dia t e  visi t; a n d  t h e  invit a tion  m u s t  b e  a cc e p t e d
a t  onc e .”

I d r e w  mys elf u p  wit h  no  li t tl e  indign a tion  a t  t h e
imp e r a t ive  ton e,  b u t  feeling  a t  le a s t  e q u al  a w e  a t
t h e  s t e r n  c alm n e s s  wi t h  w hich  t h e  m a n d a t e  w a s  s poke n.

“And w h a t  co m p els  m e  to  s uc h  h a s t e ,  o r  to  co m plia nc e
wi tho u t  conside r a tion?”

“Th a t  po w er,” h e  r e t u r n e d,  “which
no n e  c a n  r e si s t ,  a n d  to  w hich  you  m ay  no t  d e m ur.”

S e eing  t h a t  I s till h e si t a t e d—in t r u t h ,
t h e  s u m m o n s  h a d  t u r n e d  my vag u e  mis giving  in to  in t e n s e
t hou g h  e q u ally vag u e  al a r m  a n d  ev e n  t e r ror, w hich
a s  u n m a nly a n d  u n wo r t hy I s t rove  to  r e p r e s s ,  b u t  w hich
a s s e r t e d  it s  do min a tion  in a  m a n n e r  a s  u n wo n t e d  a s
u n w elco m e—h e  d r e w  a sid e  a  fold of hi s  r o b e ,
a n d  s how e d  wi thin  t h e  silve r  S t a r  of t h e  Ord er, s u p po r t e d
by t h e  golde n  s a s h,  t h a t  m a rk e d  a  r a nk  s econ d  only
to  t h a t  of t h e  w e a r e r  of t h e  Sign e t  its elf.  I
u n d e r s tood  too  w ell by  t his  t im e,  t h ro u g h  conve r s a tions
wi th  hi m  a n d  o t h e r  co m m u nic a tions  of w hich  it  h a s
b e e n  n e e dle ss  to  s p e ak,  t h e  significa nc e  of t his  r evela tion.  
I kn e w  t h e  impossibili ty of q u e s tioning  t h e  a u t ho ri ty
to  w hich  I h a d  pl e d g e d  ob e die nc e.   I r e alise d
wi th  g r e a t  a m az e m e n t  t h e  fac t  t h a t  a  s eco n d a ry  posi tion
on  my  ow n  e s t a t e ,  a n d  a  p e r so n al  c h a r g e  of my  ow n
s afe ty, h a d  b e e n  a cc e p t e d  by a  Chief of t h e  Zin t a .

“The r e  is, of cou r s e ,” I r e plied  a t  las t ,
“no a n s w e r  to  a  m a n d a t e  so  e nforc e d.   Bu t,
Chief, r eluc t a n t  a s  I a m  to  s ay it, I fea r—fea r
a s  I h ave  n eve r  do n e  b efor e;  a n d  ye t  fea r  I c a n no t
s ay, I c a n no t  g u e s s  w h a t .”

“The r e  is no  c a u s e  for  al a r m,” h e  s aid
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so m e w h a t  con t e m p t uo u sly.  “In  t hi s  jou r n ey,
s u d d e n,  s p e e dy, a n d  m a d e  u n d e r  ou r  g u a r d  a s  on  ou r
s u m m o n s,  t h e r e  is li t tl e  o r  no n e  of t h a t  p e ril w hich
h a s  b e s e t  you  so  long.”

“You forg e t ,  Chief,” I r ejoine d,  “th a t
you  s p e ak  to  a  soldier, w hos e  c hos e n  t r a d e  w a s  to
ri sk  life  a t  t h e  wo r d  of a  s u p e rio r;  to  on e  w hos e
you t h  t hou g h t  no  s mile  so  b rig h t  a s  t h a t  of n a k e d  s t e el,
a n d  h a d  of te n  ‘kisse d  t h e  lips  of t h e  ligh t nin g’
e r e  t h e  dow n  d a rk e n e d  his  ow n.   At a ny r a t e ,  you
h ave  told  m e  d aily for  m o r e  t h a n  a  ye a r  t h a t  I a m  living
u n d e r  cons t a n t  p e ril of a s s a s sin a tion; h ave  I s e e m e d
to  q u ail t h e r e a t?   If, t h e n ,  I a m  now  t e r rified
for  t h e  fir s t  ti m e,  t h a t  w hich  I d r e a d ,  wi thou t  knowing
o r  d r e a min g  w h a t  it  is, is a s s u r e dly a  p e ril wor s e
t h a n  a ny I h ave  know n,  t h e  s h a dow  of a  c al a mity a g ains t
w hich  I h ave  n ei th e r  w e a po n  no r  cou r a g e.   I t  c a n no t
b e  for  mys elf t h a t  I a m  t h u s  a p p alled,” I con tin u e d,
t h e  t ho u g h t  flas hin g  in to  my mi n d  a s  I s poke  it, “an d
t h e r e  is b u t  on e  w hos e  life  is so  clos ely bou n d  wi th
min e  t h a t  d a n g e r  to  h e r  s ho uld  b ring  s uc h  t e r ro r  a s
t his.   I go  a t  you r  bidding,  b u t  I will no t  go
alon e.”

H e  p a u s e d  for  so m e  ti m e,  a p p a r e n tly in p e r plexity,
c e r t ainly in d e e p  t hou g h t ,  b efo r e  h e  r e plied.

“As you  will.  On e  t hin g  m o r e .   The
slips  of t af roo  wi th  w hich  you  fu r nis h e d  m e  h ave  b e e n
u n d e r  t h e  eyes  of w hich  you  h av e  h e a r d .   This”
(ha n din g  m e  t h e  on e  t h a t  bo r e  no  m a rk) “ha s  p a s s e d ,
so  fa r  a s  t h e  hig h e s t  pow e r s  of t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  is
no t  of t h e  bo dy c a n  p e r c eive,  t h ro u g h  no n e  b u t  innoc e n t
h a n d s.   The  h a n d  fro m  w hich  you  r e c eived  t his”
(th e  m a rk e d  slip) “is  s po t t e d  wi t h  t r e a so n,  a n d
m ay to-m o r row  b e  r e d .”
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I w a s  less  im p r e s s e d  by t his  d e cla r a tion  t h a n  p ro b a bly
wo uld  h ave  b e e n  a ny o t h e r  m e m b e r  of t h e  Or d er. 
I h a d  s e e n  on  E a r t h  t h e  m os t  m a rv ellous  p e r c e p tions
of a  p e rfec tly lucid  vision  s ucc e e d e d,  so m e ti m es  wi thin
t h e  s p a c e  of t h e  s a m e  d ay, by d r e a m s  o r  h allucina tions
t h e  m o s t  a b s olu t ely d e c e p tive.   I fel t,  t h e r efo r e ,
m o r e  s a tisfac tion  in t h e  a c q ui t t al  of E u n a n e,  w ho m
I h a d  n eve r  do u b t e d,  t h a n  t r ou ble  a t  t h e  g r av e  s u s picion
s u g g e s t e d  a g ains t  Eive—a  s us picion  I s till
r efus e d  to  e n t e r t ain.

“You s ho uld  e n t e r  you r  b alloon  a s  soon  a s  t h e
s u n s e t  mi s t  will conc e al  it,” s aid  Davilo. 
“By mid-d ay you  m ay r e a c h  t h e  d e e p  b ay on  t h e
mid  s e a-b el t  of t h e  N o r t h,  w h e r e  a  s wift  ve ss el will
m e e t  you  a n d  convey you  in t wo  o r  t h r e e  d ays  by a
di r e c t  cou r s e  t h ro u g h  t h e  c a n al  a n d  g ulf you  h ave
t r av e r s e d  al r e a dy, to  t h e  po r t  fro m  w hich  you  co m m e n c e d
your  fir s t  s u b m a rin e  voyag e.”

“You h a d  b e t t er,” I s aid,  “m ak e
your  ins t r uc tion  a  li t tle  m o r e  p a r tic ular, o r  I s h all
h a r dly know  ho w  to  di r ec t  my  cou r s e .”

“Do no t  d r e a m,” h e  a n s w e r e d,  “th a t
you  will b e  p e r mit t e d  to  u n d e r t ak e  s uc h  a  jou r n ey
b u t  u n d e r  t h e  s afe s t  g uid a n c e.   At t h e  t im e  I h ave
n a m e d  all will b e  r e a dy for  you r  d e p a r t u r e ,  a n d  you
h ave  sim ply to  sle e p  o r  r e a d  o r  m e di t a t e  a s  you  will,
till you  r e a c h  you r  d e s tin a tion.”

Eve e n a  w a s  no t  a  lit tl e  s t a r tl e d  w h e n  I infor m e d  h e r
of t h e  s u d d e n  jou r n ey b efor e  m e ,  a n d  my d e t e r min a tion
t h a t  s h e  s hould  b e  my co m p a nion.  I t  w a s  u n q u e s tion a bly
a  t rying  effo r t  for  h er, e s p eci ally t h e  b alloon  voyag e,
w hich  wo uld  expos e  h e r  to  t h e  cold  of t h e  mis t s  a n d
of t h e  nig h t ,  a n d  I fea r e d  to  t h e  in t e ns e r  cold  of
t h e  u p p e r  air.  Bu t  I d a r e d  no t  le ave  h er, a n d
s h e  w a s  pl e a s e d  by a  p e r e m p to ry d e cision  w hich  m a d e
h e r  t h e  co m p a nion  of my a b s e n c e,  wi thou t  leaving  roo m
for  di sc us sion  o r  q u e s tion.   The  tim e  for  ou r  d e p a r t u r e
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w a s  d r a win g  n e a r  w h e n,  follow e d  by E u n a n e,  s h e  c a m e
into  my c h a m b er.

“If w e  a r e  to  b e  long  a w ay,” s h e  s aid,
“you  m u s t  s ay on  w ho m  my ch a r g e s  a r e  to  d evolve.”

“As you  ple a s e ,” I a n s w e r e d,  s u r e  of h e r
c hoice,  a n d  w ell co n t e n t  to  s e e  h e r  h a n d  ove r  h e r
c a r e s  to  E u n a n e,  w ho, if s h e  lacke d  t h e  wis do m  a n d
forb e a r a n c e  of Eve e n a,  could  ce r t ainly hold  t h e  r ein s
wi th  a  s t ro n g e r  h a n d.

“Eive,” s h e  s aid,  “has  a s k e d  t h e
c h a r g e  of my  flow e r b e d;  b u t  I h a d  p ro mis e d  it,  a n d”——

“And you would  r a t h e r  give  it,” I a n s w e r e d,
“to E u n a n e?   N a t u r ally; a n d  I s ho uld  no t
c a r e  to  allow Eive  t h e  c h a n c e  of s poiling  you r  wo rk.  
I t hink  w e  m ay  now  t r u s t  w h a t eve r  is you r s  in t hos e
onc e  t ro u ble so m e  h a n d s,” looking  a t  E u n a n e,
“with  p e rfec t  a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  t h ey  will do  t h ei r
b e s t .”
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I h a d  n eve r  b efo re  p a r t e d  eve n  fro m  E u n a n e  wi th  a ny
feeling  of r e g r e t ;  b u t  on  t his  occ a sion  a n  imp uls e
I could  no t  a c co u n t  for, b u t  h ave  eve r  sinc e  b e e n
gla d  to  r e m e m b er, m a d e  m e  t u r n  a t  t h e  las t  m o m e n t  a n d
a d d  to  Eve e n a’s e a r n e s t  e m b r a c e  a  few wor d s
of affec tion  a n d  confide nc e,  w hich  evid e n tly ch e e r e d
a n d  e n cou r a g e d  h e r  d e p u ty.  The  c a r  t h a t  a w ai t e d
u s  w a s  of t h e  ligh t  t u b ula r  cons t r u c tion  co m m o n  h e r e ,
for m e d  of t h e  silve ry m e t al zorin ta .  Abou t
eig h t e e n  fee t  in len g t h  a n d  h alf t h a t  b r e a d t h,  it
w a s  divide d  in to  t wo  co m p a r t m e n t s;  e a c h ,  wit h  t h e  aid
of c a nopy a n d  c u r t ain s,  for min g  a t  will a  clos e d  t e n t ,
a n d  s ec u ring  al mos t  a s  m u c h  p rivacy a s  a n  Arab  fa mily
e njoys,  o r  op e ning  to  t h e  sky.  In  t h a t  wi th  w hic h
t h e  s ails  a n d  m a c hin e ry w e r e  con n e c t e d  w e r e  Davilo
a n d  t wo  of hi s  a t t e n d a n t s .   The  o t h e r  h a d  b e e n
c a r efully line d  a n d  cove r e d  wi th  fu r s  a n d  w r a p pin gs,
indica ting  a n  a t t e n tion  to  my co m p a nion  w hic h  ind e e d
is r a r ely s how n  to  wo m e n  by t h ei r  ow n  lord s,  a n d  w hich
no n e  b u t  t h e  d a u g h t e r  of Es mo  wo uld  h ave  r e c eive d  eve n
a m o n g  t h e  b r e t h r e n  of t h e  Ord er.  E r e  w e  d e p a r t e d
I h a d  a r r a n g e d  h e r  c us hions  a n d  w r a p p e d  h e r  clos ely
in t h e  w a r m e s t  cove rin gs; a n d  flinging  ove r  h e r  a t
las t  t h e  ka r gynd a  skin  r e c eived  fro m  t h e  Ca m p t a ,  I
b a d e  h e r  sle e p  if possible  d u rin g  ou r  a e ri al voyag e.  
The r e  w a s  n e e d  to  p rovide  a s  c a r efully a s  pos sible
for  h e r  co mfo r t .   The  b alloon  s ho t  u p  a t  onc e
a bove  t h e  eve nin g  mis t s  to  a  h eigh t  a t  w hic h  t h e  cold
w a s  in t e n s e ,  b u t  a t  w hich  ou r  voya g e  could  b e  g uid e d
by t h e  s t a r s ,  invisible  fro m  b elow, a n d  a t  w hic h  w e
e sc a p e d  t h e  m o r e  d a n g e ro usly chilling  d a m p.   The
wind  t h a t  ble w  righ t  in ou r  t e e t h ,  c a u s e d  by no  a t m os p h e ric
c u r r e n t  b u t  by ou r  ow n  r a pid  p a s s a g e,  wo uld  in  a  few
m o m e n t s  h ave  froze n  my face,  p e r h a p s  fa t ally, h a d
no t  t hick  skins  b e e n  a r r a n g e d  to  sc r e e n  u s .   Eve n
t h ro u g h  t h e s e  it  bl ew  wit h  in t e ns e  s eve ri ty, a n d  I
w a s  gl a d  ind e e d  to  cove r  mys elf fro m  h e a d  to  foot
a n d  lie  dow n  b e sid e  Eve e n a .   H e r  h a n d  a s  s h e  laid
it  on  min e  w a s  p ainfully cold; b u t  t h e  s hive ring  I
could  h a r dly s u p p r e s s  m a d e  h e r  a nxious  to  p a r t  in my
favou r  wi t h  so m e  a t  le as t  of t h e  m a ny  cove rings  t h a t
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could  h a r dly sc r e e n  h e r s elf fro m  t h e  s e a r c hin g  bla s t .  
N o t  a t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  h eigh t  I r e a c h e d  a m o n g  t h e  Hi m alayas,
no r  on  t h e  S t e p p e s  of Tar t a ry, h a d  I exp e ri e nc e d  a
cold  s eve r e r  t h a n  t his .   The  S u n  h a d  jus t  t u r n e d
w e s t w a r d  w h e n  w e  r e a c h e d  t h e  po r t  a t  w hic h  w e  w e r e
to  e m b a r k.   Des pi t e  t h e  cold,  Eve e n a  h a d  slep t
d u ring  t h e  la t t e r  p a r t  of ou r  voyag e,  a n d  w as  s till
sl e e ping  w h e n  I pl ac e d  h e r  on  t h e  c us hions  in ou r
c a bin.   The  s u d d e n  a n d  m os t  w elco m e  c h a n g e  fro m
bi t t e r  cold  to  co mfo r t a ble  w a r m t h  a w a k e n e d  h er, a s
it  a t  la s t  a llow e d  m e  to  sle e p .   Ou r  jou rn ey w a s
con tinu e d  b elow t h e  s u rfac e  a t  a  r a t e  of m o r e  t h a n
t w elve  h u n d r e d  mile s  in  t h e  d ay, a  s p e e d  w hich  m a d e
obs e rva tion  t h rou g h  t h e  t hick  b u t  p e rfec tly t r a n s p a r e n t
side  windows  of ou r  c a bin  impossible.   I w a s  indispos e d
for  m e di t a tion,  w hic h  could  h ave  b e e n  di r ec t e d  to
no  o t h e r  s u bjec t  t h a n  t h e  mys t e rious  p u r pos e  of ou r
jou r n ey, a n d  h a d  no t  p rovide d  mys elf wi t h  books.  
Bu t  in Eve e n a’s  co m p a ny it  w a s  impossible  t h a t
t h e  tim e  s ho uld  p a s s  slowly o r  w e a rily.
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In  t his  b alloon  jou r n ey I h a d  a  s p eci ally a dv a n t a g eo us
oppo r t u ni ty of obs e rving  t h e  t wo  m oo n s—veln a a ,
a s  t h ey  a r e  c alle d.  Cavelna , o r  C a uln a,  t h e
n e a r er, in  dia m e t e r  a bo u t  8’ o r  a  lit tl e  m o r e
t h a n  on e-fou r t h  t h a t  of ou r  Moon,  is a  tole r a bly b rillian t
objec t ,  a bo u t  5 0 0 0  miles  fro m  t h e  s u rfac e.   Moving,
like  all pla n e t s  a n d  s a t elli t e s,  fro m  w e s t  to  e a s t ,
it  co m ple t e s  it s  s t ell a r  r evolu tion  a n d  it s  p h a s e s
in les s  t h a n  s eve n  a n d  a  h alf ho u r s ;  t h e  con t r a ry  r evolu tion
of t h e  skies  p rolon gs  it s  ci r cui t  a ro u n d  t h e  pl a n e t
to  a  p e riod  of t e n  ho u r s .   Ze eln a  (Z e v elna )
r e t u r n s  to  t h e  s a m e  c el e s ti al  m e ridia n  in t hi r ty  ho u r s;
b u t  a s  in t his  tim e  t h e  s t a r ry  vault  h a s  co m ple t e d
a bo u t  a  r o t a tion  a n d  a  q u a r t e r  in t h e  op posi t e  di r ec tion,
it  t ak e s  n e a rly five  d ays  to  r e a p p e a r  on  t h e  s a m e
ho rizon.  I t  is a bo u t  3’ in di a m e t er, a n d
a bo u t  1 2,0 00  mile s  fro m  t h e  s u rf ac e .   The  r e s ul t
of t h e  co m bin e d  m o tions  is t h a t  t h e  t wo  m oo ns,  to
t h e  eye,  s e e m  to  m ove  in opposi t e  di r ec tions.  
Whe n  w e  ros e  a bove  t h e  mis t s ,  Ca uln a  w a s  visible  a s
a  ve ry fine  c r e sc e n t  in t h e  w e s t ;  Ze eln a  w a s  rising
in t h e  e a s t ,  a n d  al mos t  full; b u t  h a r dly a  m o r e  b rillian t
objec t  t h a n  Venus  w h e n  s e e n  to  m o s t  a dva n t a g e  fro m
E a r t h .   Bot h  m ove d  so  r a pidly a m o n g  t h e  s t a r s  t h a t
t h ei r  c ele s ti al  ch a n g e  of plac e  w a s  a p p a r e n t  fro m
min u t e  to  min u t e .   Bu t,  a s  r e g a r d e d  ou r  ow n  posi tion,
t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  w a s  a s  op posi t e  a s  t h ei r  di r e c tion.  
Ze eln a ,  t r av e r sing  in  t w elve  ho u r s  only on e-fifth  of
t h e  visible  h e misp h e r e ,  w hile  c rossing  in  t h e  s a m e
ti m e  1 4 4  d e g.  on  t h e  zodiac—tw elve  d e g r e e s
p e r  ho ur, o r  ou r  Moo n’s di a m e t e r  in t wo  min u t e s
a n d  a  h alf—w a s  left  b e hin d  by t h e  s t a r s;
a n d  fixing  w h a t  I m ay  c all t h e  ocula r  a t t e n tion  on
h er, s h e  s e e m e d  to  s t a n d  s till w hile  t h ey slowly p a s s e d
h e r;  t h u s  m a king  t h ei r  r evolu tion  p e r c e p tible  to  s e n s e
a s  it n eve r  is on  E a r t h ,  for  lack  of a  simila r  s t a n d a r d.  
Ca uln a,  r i sing  in t h e  w e s t  a n d  m oving  e a s tw a r d s,  c ross e d
t h e  visible  sky in  five ho u r s,  a n d  p a s s e d  t h ro u g h
t h e  s t a r s  a t  t h e  r a t e  of 4 8  d e g.  p e r  ho ur, so  t h a t
s h e  s e e m e d  to  s ail p a s t  t h e m  like  a  golde n  clou dle t
o r  c ele s ti al  ves s el d rive n  by a  slow wind.   I t
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h a p p e n e d  t his  nig h t  t h a t  s h e  p a s s e d  ove r  t h e  s t a r
Fom alh a u t—a n  occ ul t a tion  w hich  I w a t c h e d
wi th  g r e a t  in t e r e s t  t h ro u g h  a n  exc ellen t  field-gl a s s,
b u t  w hic h  las t e d  only for  a bo u t  h alf a  min u t e .  
Abou t  a n  ho u r  b efo r e  mid nig h t  t h e  t wo  m oo ns  p a s s e d
e a c h  o t h e r  in t h e  E a s t e r n  sky; bo t h  gibbous  a t  t h e
m o m e n t,  like  ou r  Moon  in h e r  las t  q u a r t er.  The
diffe r e nc e  in size  a n d  m o tion  w a s  t h e n  m o s t  s t riking;
Ca uln a  s e e min g  to  r u s h  p a s t  h e r  co m p a nion,  a n d  t h e
la t t e r  looking  like  a  s t a tion a ry s t a r  in t h e  slowly
m oving  sky.

CHAPTER XXV — APOSTACY.
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We w e r e  r ec eived  on  lan din g  by ou r  for m e r  hos t  a n d
con d uc t e d  to  his  ho u s e .   On  t his  occ asion,  ho w ever,
I w a s  no t  d e t ain e d  in t h e  h all, b u t  p e r mi t t e d  a t  onc e
to  e n t e r  t h e  c h a m b e r  allo t t e d  to  u s .   Eve e n a,  w ho
h a d  ex ac t e d  fro m  m e  all t h a t  I kn ew, a n d  m u c h  t h a t
I m e a n t  to  conc e al, r e s p ec ting  t h e  occ a sion  of ou r
jou r n ey, w a s  m u c h  a gi t a t e d  a n d  no t  a  lit tle  al a r m e d.  
My ow n  h u m ble  r a nk  in  t h e  Zin t a  r e n d e r e d  so  s u d d e n
a n d  imp e r a tive  a  s u m m o ns  t h e  m o r e  difficul t  to  u n d e r s t a n d,
a n d  t hou g h  by t his  tim e  w ell ve r s e d  in  t h e  lea r nin g,
n ei t h e r  of u s  w a s  fa milia r  wi th  t h e  a d minis t r a tion
of t h e  Bro th e r hood.   I w a s  gl a d  t h e r efo r e  on  h e r
a c co u n t ,  eve n  m o r e  t h a n  on  my ow n,  w h e n,  a  sc r a t c h
a t  t h e  doo r  h aving  ob t ain e d  a d mission  for  a n  a m b a,
it  pl ac e d  b efor e  m e  a  m e s s a g e  fro m  Es mo  r e q u e s tin g
a  p riva t e  co nfe r e nc e .   H e r  fa t h e r’s p r e s e n c e
s e t  Eve e n a’s mi n d  a t  r e s t;  sinc e  s h e  h a d  lea r n e d,
s t r a n g ely e no u g h  fro m  mys elf, w h a t  s h e  h a d  n eve r  know n
b efo r e,  t h e  r a nk  h e  h eld  a m o n g  t h e  b r e t h r e n .

“I h ave  s u m m o n e d  you,” h e  s aid  a s  soon
a s  I joine d  hi m,  “for  m o r e  t h a n  on e  r e a so n.  
The r e  is b u t  on e ,  ho w ever, t h a t  I n e e d  now  explain.  
Im por t a n t  q u e s tions,  a r e  a s  a  r ul e  ei t h e r  s e t tl e d  by
t h e  Chiefs  alon e  in Cou ncil, o r  s u b mi t t e d  to  a  g e n e r al
m e e ting  of t h e  Or d er.  In  t hi s  c a s e  n ei th e r  co u r s e
c a n  b e  a do p t e d .   I t  wo uld  no t  h ave  occ u r r e d  to
mys elf t h a t ,  u n d e r  p r e s e n t  ci rc u m s t a nc e s ,  you  could
r e n d e r  m a t e ri al  s e rvice  in  ei t h e r  of t h e  t wo  di r ec tions
in w hich  it m ay  b e  r e q ui r e d.   Bu t  t hos e  by  w ho m
t h e  c a u s e  h a s  b e e n  p r e p a r e d  h ave  a sk e d  t h a t  you  s ho uld
b e  on e  of t h e  Conve n t ,  a n d  s uc h  a  r e q u e s t  is n eve r
r efus e d.   Ind e e d,  it s  r efus al  would  im ply ei t h e r
s uc h  injus tice  a s  wo uld  r e n d e r  t h e  w hole  p roc e e ding
u t t e rly inco m p a tible  wit h  t h e  fi r s t  p rinciples  of
ou r  coh e sion,  o r  s uc h  dis t r u s t  of t h e  p e r son  s u m m o n e d
a s  is n eve r  fel t  for  a  m e m b e r  of t h e  Bro th e r hoo d.  
I would  r a t h e r  s ay no  m o r e  on  t h e  s u bjec t  now. 
Your  n e rve  a n d  judg m e n t  will b e  s ufficie n tly t r i e d
to-nigh t;  a n d  it is a  valu a ble  m axim  of ou r  scie nc e
t h a t ,  in  t h e  ho u r s  im m e dia t ely p r e c e din g  ei t h e r  a n
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impor t a n t  d ecision  o r  a  s eve r e  t r i al, t h e  s pi ri t  s ho uld
b e  left  a s  fa r  a s  possible  c al m  a n d  u nvexe d  by va g u e
s h a dow s  of t h a t  w hich  is to  co m e.”

The  m axi m t h u s  exp r e s s e d ,  if r e n d e r e d  in to  t h e  lan g u a g e
of m a t e ri al m e dicine ,  is a m o n g  t hos e  w hich  ev e ry m a n
of exp e rie nc e  holds  a n d  p r a c tic ally a c t s  u po n.  
I t u r n e d  t h e  conve r s a tion,  t h e n,  by  inviting  Es mo
into  my ow n  a p a r t m e n t;  a n d  I w a s  touc h e d  ind e e d  by
t h e  e a g e r  d eligh t ,  ev e n  s t ro n g e r  t h a n  I h a d  exp e c t e d ,
wi th  w hich  Eve e n a  w elco m e d  h e r  fa t h er, a n d  inqui r e d
in to  t h e  mi n u t e s t  d e t ails  of t h e  ho m e  life  fro m  w hich
s h e  h a d  b e e n,  a s  it  s e e m e d  to  h er, so  long  s e p a r a t e d .  
Wh a t  w a s,  how ever, s p e cially c h a r a c t e ri s tic  w a s  t h e
d elica t e  c a r e  wi th  w hich,  eve n  in t his  fir s t  m e e ting
wi th  on e  of h e r  ow n  fa mily, s h e  con t rive d  s till to
give  t h e  p a r a m o u n t  pl ac e  in h e r  a t t e n tion  to  h e r  h u s b a n d,
a n d  n ev e r  for  a  m o m e n t  to  le t  hi m  feel exclud e d  fro m
a  conve r s a tion  wit h  w hos e  topics  h e  w a s  imp e rfec tly
a c q u ain t e d,  a n d  in w hich  h e  mig h t  h ave  b e e n  s u p pos e d
u nin t e r e s t e d.   The  ho u r s  t h u s  p a s s e d  pl e a s a n tly
a w ay; a n d,  exce p t  w h e n  Kevim a,  joined  u s  a t  t h e  ev e ning
m e al, a d ding  a  n e w  a n d  u n exp ec t e d  pl e a s u r e  to  Eve e n a’s
n a t u r al  d eligh t  in  t his  s u d d e n  r e u nion,  w e  r e m ain e d
u n dis tu r b e d  u n til a  ve ry low el ec t ric  sign al, sou n din g
a p p a r e n tly t h ro u g h  s eve r al  ch a m b e r s  a t  onc e,  r e c alled
Es mo’s mi n d  to  t h e  d u tie s  b efo r e  hi m.
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“You will no t ,” h e  s aid,  “r e t u r n
till la t e ,  a n d  I wis h  you wo uld  induc e  Eve e n a  to  e n s u r e ,
by  co m posing  h e r s elf to  sle e p  b efo r e  you r  r e t u r n ,
t h a t  you  s h all no t  b e  a sk e d  to  conve r s e  u n til t h e  m o r nin g.”

H e  wit h d r e w  with  Kevim a,  a n d,  a s  ins t r uc t e d,  I p roc e e d e d
to  c h a n g e  my d r e s s  for  on e  of p u r e  w hi t e  a d a p t e d  to
t h e  occ asion,  wi th  only a  b a n d  of c ri mso n  a ro u n d  t h e
w ais t  a n d  t h ro a t ,  a n d  to  inves t  mys elf in  t h e  b a d g e
of t h e  Ord er.  The  t u r b a n  w hich  I wo r e ,  wi t ho u t
a t t r a c tin g  a t t e n tion,  in t h e  Asia tic  r a t h e r  t h a n  in
t h e  M a r ti al for m, w a s  of w hi t e  mi n gle d  wi t h  r e d;  a
novelty w hich  s e e m e d  to  Eve e n a’s ey es  p ainfully
o minous.   In  M a r ti al  lan g u a g e,  a s  in Zvel tic  sy m bolis m,
c ri mson  g e n e r ally t ak e s  t h e  pl ac e  of bl ack  a s  t h e  e m ble m
of g uilt  a n d  p e ril.  Whe n  Es mo  r e-e n t e r e d  ou r
c h a m b e r  for  a  m o m e n t  to  s u m m o n  m e,  h e  w a s  inves t e d ,
a s  in t h e  S h rin e  it s elf, in  t h e  full a t t i r e  of his
office,  a n d  I w a s  r e c alled  to  a  r ecollec tion  of t h e
r eve r e nc e  d u e  to  t h e  h e a d  of t h e  Bro t h e r hood  by t h e
s u d d e n  c h a n g e  in Eve e n a’s m a n n er.  To h e r
fa th er, t hou g h  a  m os t  r e s p e c tful, s h e  w a s  a  fea rl e s sly
affec tion a t e  c hild.  For  Clavelt a  s h e  h a d  only
t h e  r eve r e n c e,  d e e ply in t e r min gle d  wi t h  a w e ,  wi th
w hich  a  d evou t  Ca t holic conve r t  fro m  t h e  E a s t  m ay
a p p ro ac h  for  t h e  fir s t  t im e  so m e  m o r e  t h a n  u s u ally
imposing  occu p a n t  of t h e  Ch ai r  of S t .  Pe t er. 
Befor e  t h e  a r m  t h a t  bo r e  t h e  Sig n e t ,  a n d  t h e  s a s h
of gold,  w e  b e n t  kn e e  a n d  h e a d  in t h e  d efe r e n c e  p r e s c rib e d
by ou r  r ul e s—a  ho m a g e  w hich  t h e  youn g e s t
c hild in t h e  p u blic  N u r s e r ie s  wo uld  no t  d r e a m  of offe ring
to  t h e  Ca m p t a  hi m s elf.  At a  sign  fro m  his  h a n d
I followe d  Es mo,  ho ping  r a t h e r  t h a n  exp ec ting  t h a t
Eve e n a  wo uld  ob ey t h e  cou ns el indi r e c tly a d d r e s s e d
to  h er.  Trave r sin g  t h e  s a m e  p a s s a g e s  a s  b efo r e ,
s ave  t h a t  a  sligh t  t u r n  avoide d  t h e  sy m bolic  b rid g e,
a n d  for m ally c h allen g e d  a t  e a c h  poin t  a s  u s u al  by
t h e  s e n t ri e s,  w ho  s alu t e d  wi t h  p rofou n d e s t  r eve r e nc e
t h e  Sign e t  of t h e  Ord er, w e  p a s s e d  a t  las t  in to t h e
H all of Ini ti a tion.
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But  on  t his  occ a sion  its  a s p e c t  w a s  co m ple t ely c h a n g e d.  
A s p a c e  im m e dia t ely in  fron t  of w h a t  I m ay  c all t h e
veil of t h e  S h rin e  w a s  clos e d  in by d r a p e ry  of w hit e
bo r d e r e d  wi th  c rim so n.   The  Chiefs  occu pie d,  a s
b efo r e,  t h ei r  s e a t s  on  t h e  pl a tfo r m.   So m e  fifty
m e m b e r s  of t h e  Or d e r  s a t  to  r igh t  a n d  lef t  im m e di a t ely
b elow; b u t  Es mo,  on  t his  occ a sion,  s e a t e d  hi m s elf
on  t h e  s e con d  leftw a r d  s t e p  of t h e  Th ro n e,  w hich,
wi th  t h e  silve r  ligh t  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  mys tic  e m ble m s,
w a s  u nveiled  in t h e  s a m e  s t r a n g e  m a n n e r  a s  b efo r e
a t  hi s  a p p ro a c h.   N e a r  t h e  low e r  e n d  of t h e  s m all
c h a m b e r  t h u s  for m e d,  c rossing  t h e  p a s s a g e  b e t w e e n
t h e  s e a t s  on  ei th e r  h a n d,  w a s  a  b a r ri e r  of t h e  b rig h t
r e d  m e t al  I h av e  m o r e  t h a n  onc e  m e n tion e d,  a n d  b e hin d
it  a  s e a t  of so m e  s a ble  m a t e ri al.  Be hind  t hi s,
to  r ig h t  a n d  left,  s tood  silen t  a n d  e r e c t  t wo  s e n t rie s
ro b e d  in g r e e n ,  a n d  a r m e d  wi th  t h e  u s u al  s p e ar. 
A d e e p  in t e ns e  a b s olu t e  silenc e  p r ev ailed,  fro m  t h e
m o m e n t  w h e n  t h e  las t  of t h e  p a r ty h a d  t ak e n  his  plac e ,
for  t h e  s p a c e  of so m e  t e n  mi n u t e s .   In  t h e  fac es
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of t h e  Chiefs  a n d  of so m e  of t h e  eld e r  Ini ti a t e s,  w ho
w e r e  p ro b a bly a w a r e  of t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  sc e n e  to
follow, w a s  a n  exp r e ssion  of c al m  b u t  d e e p  p ain  a n d
r e g r e t ;  c ros s e d  no w  a n d  t h e n  by a  s h a d e  of a nxie ty,
s uc h  a s  r a r ely a p p e a r e d  in  t h a t  a bo d e  of a s s u r e d  p e a c e
a n d  p rofou n d  s e c u ri ty.  On  no  cou n t e n a n c e  w a s
visible  t h e  sligh t e s t  s h a dow  of r e s tl e s s n es s  o r  cu riosi ty. 
In  t h e  ch a n g e d  a s p e c t  of t h e  pl ac e ,  t h e  c h a n g e d  ton e
of it s  a s soci a tions  a n d  of t h e  feelings  h a bi tu al  to
its  fr e q u e n t e r s ,  t h e r e  w a s  so m e t hing  w hich  imp r e s s e d
a n d  ove r a w e d  t h e  p e t ul a nc e  of you t h,  a n d  ev e n  t h e
indiffe r e nc e  of a n  exp e ri e nc e  like  my ow n.   At
las t ,  s t r e t c hing  for t h  t h e  ivory-like  s t aff of min gle d
w hi t e  a n d  r e d,  w hich  on  t his  occa sion  e a c h  of t h e
Chiefs  h a d  s u b s ti t u t e d  for  t h ei r  u s u al c rys t al  w a n d,
Es mo  s poke,  no t  r aising  his  voice  a  single  s e mi ton e
a bove  it s  u s u al  pi t ch,  b u t  wi t h  eve n  u n wo n t e d  g r avity—

“Co m e  forw a r d ,  Asco Zvel t a!” h e  s aid.

The  sigh t  I no w  wi tn e s s e d,  no  d e s c rip tion  co uld  r e p r e s e n t
to  on e  w ho  h a d  no t  s e e n  t h e  s a m e.   Pa r ting  t h e
d r a p e ry  a t  t h e  low e r  e n d,  t h e r e  c a m e  forw a r d  a  figu r e
in w hich  t h e  m o s t  a b s olu t ely inexp e rie nc e d  eye  could
no t  fail to  r e co g nis e  a  c ulp ri t  c alled  to  t ri al. 
“Ca m e  forw a r d ,” I h av e  s aid,  b ec a u s e  I
c a n  u s e  no  o th e r  wo r d s.   Bu t  s uc h  w a s  no t  t h e
t e r m  w hic h  wo uld  h av e  occ u r r e d  to  a ny on e  w ho  wi tn e s s e d
t h e  m ove m e n t .   “Was  d r a g g e d  forw a r d ,”
I s hould  s ay, did  I a t t e m p t  to  convey t h e  imp r e s sion
p ro d uc e d;—s ave  t h a t  no  co m p ulsion,  no  p hysical
forc e  w a s  u s e d ,  no r  w e r e  t h e r e  a ny to  u s e  i t. 
And ye t  t h e  mis e r a ble  m a n  a p p ro a c h e d  slowly, r eluc t a n tly,
s h rinking  b a ck  a s  on e  w ho  s t rives  wi th  s u p e rio r  co r po r e al
pow e r  exe r t e d  to  forc e  hi m  onw a r d,  a s  if p hysic ally
d r a g g e d  on  s t e p  by  s t e p  by  invisible  bon ds  h eld  by
h a n d s  u n s e e n.   So  wit h  w hi t e  face  a n d  s h aking
for m  h e  r e a c h e d  t h e  b a r ri er, a n d  kn el t  a s  Es mo  ro s e
fro m  his  pl ac e ,  ho no u ring  ins tinc tively, t ho u g h  his
eye s  s e e m e d  inc a p a ble  of di sc e r nin g  t h e m,  t h e  sym bols
of s u p r e m e  a u t ho ri ty.  The n,  a t  a  silen t  g e s t u r e ,
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h e  ro s e  a n d  fell b a ck  in to  t h e  c h ai r  pl ac e d  for  hi m,
a p p a r e n tly u n a ble  to  s t a n d  a n d  sc a r c ely a bl e  to  s u s t ain
hi m s elf on  his  s e a t .

“Brot h er,” s aid  t h e  junio r  of t h e  Chiefs,
o r  h e  w ho  occu pie d  t h e  pl ac e  fa r t h e s t  to  t h e  rig h t;—a n d
now  I no tic ed  t h a t  el eve n  w e r e  p r e s e n t ,  t h e  las t  s e a t
on  t h e  righ t  of hi m  w ho  s poke  b ein g  vaca n t—“you
h ave  u nveiled  to  s t r a n g e r s  t h e  s e c r e t s  of t h e  S h rin e.”

H e  p a u s e d  for  a n  a n s w e r;  a n d,  in a  ton e  s t r a n g ely
u n n a t u r al  a n d  exp r e s sionless,  c a m e  fro m  t h e  sc a r c ely
p a r t e d  lips  of t h e  c ulp ri t  t h e  r e ply—”

“It  is t r u e .”

“You h av e,” s aid  t h e  n ex t  of t h e  Chiefs,
“acc e p t e d  r e w a r d  to  pl ac e  t h e  lives  of you r
b r e t h r e n  a t  t h e  m e r cy of t h ei r  e n e mies.”

“It  is t r u e .”

“You h av e,” s aid  h e  w ho  occ u pie d  t h e  low es t
s e a t  u po n  t h e  left ,  “fo r s wor n  in h e a r t  a n d  d e e d,
if no t  in wor d,  t h e  vows  by w hich  you  willingly bou n d
your s elf, a n d  t h e  law w hos e  boons  you  h a d  a cc e p t e d .”

Again  t h e  s a m e  confession,  force d  evide n tly by so m e
ove r w h el ming  pow e r  fro m  on e  w ho  wo uld,  if h e  could,
h ave  d e nied  o r  r e m ain e d  silen t .
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“And to  w ho m,” s aid  Es mo, in t e r posing
for  t h e  fir s t  ti m e,  “h ave  you  t h u s  b e t r ay e d
u s?”

“I know no t ,” w a s  t h e  r e ply.

“Explain,” s aid  t h e  Chief im m e dia t ely
to  t h e  lef t  of t h e  Th ro n e,  w ho, if t h e r e  w e r e  a  diffe r e n c e
in t h e  exp r e s sion  of t h e  c al m  s a d  faces ,  s e e m e d  to
e n t e r t ain  m o r e  of co m p a s sion  a n d  less  of di sg us t  a n d
r e p ulsion  tow a r ds  t h e  offend e r  t h a n  a ny o th er.

“Thos e  wi th  w ho m  I s pok e,” r e plied  t h e
c ulp ri t ,  in t h e  s a m e  s t r a n g e  ton e,  “w e r e  no t
know n  to  m e ,  b u t  g ave  tok e n  of a u t ho ri ty n ext  to  t h a t
of t h e  Ca m p t a .   They told  m e  t h a t  t h e  exis t e nc e
of t h e  Ord e r  h a d  long  b e e n  know n,  t h a t  m a ny of i t s
m e m b e r s  w e r e  cle a rly indica t e d  by t h ei r  ho us e hold
p r a c tic e s,  t h a t  t h ei r  d e s t r uc tion  w a s  d e t e r min e d;  t h a t
I w a s  know n  a s  a  m e m b e r  of t h e  Ord er, a n d  mig h t  c hoos e
b e t w e e n  p e ris hing  fir s t  of t h ei r  victims  a n d  r e c eiving
r e w a r d  s uc h  a s  I s ho uld  n a m e  mys elf for  t h e  info r m a tion
I could  give.”

“Wh a t  h ave  you  told?” a sk e d  a no t h e r  of
t h e  Chiefs.

“I h ave  no t  n a m e d  on e  of t h e  sym bols.  I
h ave  no t  b e t r aye d  t h e  S h rine  o r  t h e  p a s s wor ds .  
I h ave  told  t h a t  t h e  Zin t a  is .  I h ave  told
t h e  m e a nin g  of t h e  S e r p e n t ,  t h e  Circle,  a n d  t h e  S t ar,
t hou g h  I h ave  no t  n a m e d  t h e m.”

“And,” s aid  h e  on  t h e  left  of t h e  Thron e,
“na min g  t h e  ho p e  t h a t  is m o r e  t h a n  all ho p e,
r e c alling  t h e  pow e r  t h a t  is a bove  all po w er, could
you  d a r e  to  r e no u nc e  t h e  on e  a n d  d r a w  on  you r  ow n  h e a d
t h e  jus tic e  of t h e  o th e r?   Wh a t  r e w a r d  could  ind uc e
a  c hild of t h e  Ligh t  to  t u r n  b ack  in to  d a rk n e s s?  
Wh a t  a u t ho ri ty could  p ro t ec t  t h e  t r ai to r  fro m  t h e  fa t e
h e  imp r ec a t e d  a n d  a cc e p t e d  w h e n  h e  firs t  kn el t  b efo r e
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t h e  Th ro n e?” “The  ho p e  w a s  dis t a n t  a n d
t h e  ligh t  w a s  di m,” t h e  offen d e r  a n s w e r e d.  
“I w a s  t h r e a t e n e d  a n d  I w a s  t e m p t e d.   I kn e w
t h a t  d e a t h,  s p e e dy a n d  p ainle s s,  w a s  t h e  p e n al ty of
t r e a so n  to  t h e  Or d er, t h a t  a  d e a t h  of p rolon g e d  to r t u r e
mig h t  b e  t h e  ven g e a nc e  of t h e  pow e r  t h a t  m e n a c e d  m e.  
I ho p e d  lit tle  in t h e  fa r  a n d  di m  fu tu r e  of t h e  S e r p e n t’s
p ro mis e ,  a n d  I ho p e d  a n d  fea r e d  m u c h  in t h e  life on
t his  sid e  of d e a t h.”

“Do you  know,” a sk e d  t h e  las t  inq ui r e r
a g ain,  “no n a m e,  a n d  no t hing  t h a t  c a n  e n a ble
u s  to  t r a c e  t hos e  wi th  w ho m  you  s pok e  o r  t hos e  w ho
e m ploye d  t h e m?”

“Only t his,” w a s  t h e  a n s w er, “ th a t
on e  of t h e m  h a s  a n  e s p e cial h a t r e d  to  on e  Ini ti a t e
p r e s e n t ,” poin ting  to  mys elf; “an d  s e e ks
his  life, no t  only a s  a  c hild  of t h e  S t ar, no t  only
a s  h u s b a n d  of t h e  d a u g h t e r  of Clavel t a,  b u t  for  a
r e a son  t h a t  is no t  know n  to  m e .”

“And,” a s k e d  a no t h e r  Chief, “do
you  know  w h a t  ins t r u m e n t  t h a t  e n e my s e eks  to  u s e?”

“On e  w ho  h a s  ove r  h e r  in t e n d e d  vic tim  s uc h  influe nc e
a s  few of h e r  s ex eve r  h ave  ove r  t h ei r  lord s;  on e
of w ho m  his  love  will le a r n  no  dis t r u s t ,  a g ain s t  w ho m
his  h e a r t  h a s  no  g u a r d  a n d  hi s  m a n hood  no  wisdo m.”

A s hive r  of ho r ro r  p a s s e d  ove r  t h e  for m s  of t h e  Chiefs
a n d  of m a ny w ho  s a t  n e a r  t h e m,  inco m p r e h e n sible  to
m e  till a  s u d d e n  ligh t  w a s  affo rd e d  by t h e  indign a n t
in t e r r u p tion  of Kevim a,  w ho  s a t  no t  fa r  fro m  mys elf.
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“It  c a n no t  b e,” h e  c rie d,  “o r  you
c a n  n a m e  h e r  w ho m  you a cc us e .”

“Be  silen t!” Es mo  s aid,  in t h e  cold,  g r ave
ton e  of a  p r e sid e n t  r e b ukin g  di so r d er, min gle d  wi th
t h e  d e e p e r  dis ple a s u r e  of a  p rie s t  r e p r e s sing  ir r eve r e nc e
in t h e  mi ds t  of t h e  m os t  sole m n  r eligious  ri t e .  
“Non e  m ay s p e ak  h e r e  till t h e  Chiefs  h ave  c e a s e d
to  s p e ak.”

N o n e  of t h e  la t t er, how ever, s e e m e d  di spos e d  to  a sk
a no t h e r  q u e s tion.   The  g uilt  of t h e  a cc us e d  w a s
confess e d.   All t h a t  h e  could  t ell to  g uid e  t h ei r
fu r t h e r  inq ui ries  h a d  b e e n  told.   To do u b t  t h a t
w h a t  w a s  forc e d  fro m  hi m  w a s  to  t h e  b e s t  of hi s  knowle d g e
t r u e ,  w a s  to  t h e m,  w ho  u n d e r s tood  t h e  mys t e rious  pow e r
t h a t  h a d  co m p elled  t h e  s pi ri t  a n d  t h e  lips  to  a n  u n willing
confession,  impos sible.   And if it  h a d  s e e m e d
t h a t  fu r t h e r  infor m a tion  mig h t  h av e  b e e n  ext r a c t e d
r el a tive  to  my  ow n  p e r son al  d a n g er, a  s t ro n g e r  ti e,
a  d e e p e r  obliga tion,  bou n d  t h e m  to  t h e  s u p pos e d  objec t
of t h e  las t  obsc u r e  imp u t a tion,  a n d  no n e  w a s  willing
to  elici t  fu r t h e r  c h a r g e s  o r  cle a r e r  evid e nc e.  
P ro b a bly also  t h ey  a n ticipa t e d  t h a t ,  w h e n  t h e  wo r d
w a s  ex t e n d e d  to  t h e  Ini ti a t e s,  I s hould  t ak e  u p  my
ow n  c a u s e .

“Would  a ny b ro t h e r  s p e a k?” a s k e d  Es mo,
w h e n  t h e  sile nc e  of t h e  Chiefs  h a d  las t e d  for  a  few
m o m e n t s.

But  hi s  r e b uk e  h a d  silenc e d  Kevim a,  a n d  no  on e  els e
c a r e d  to  in t e r pos e .   The  eyes  of t h e  a s s e m bly
t u r n e d  u po n  m e  so  g e n e r ally a n d  so  poin t e dly, t h a t
a t  las t  I fel t  mys elf forc e d,  t ho u g h  a g ain s t  my  ow n
judg m e n t,  to  r i s e .

“I h ave  no  q u e s tion  to  a sk  t h e  a c c us e d,”
I s aid.

“The n,” r e plied  Es mo  c al mly, “you
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h ave  no t hing  no w  to  s ay.  Give  to  t h e  b ro t h e r
a c c us e d  b efor e  u s  t h e  cu p  of r e s t .”

A s m all goble t  w a s  h a n d e d  by on e  of t h e  s e n t ri e s  to
t h e  mis e r a ble  c r e a t u r e ,  now  h alf-ins e nsible,  w ho  a w ai t e d
ou r  judg m e n t.   In  a  ve ry few m o m e n t s  h e  h a d  s u nk
into  a  slu m b e r  in w hich  his  face  w a s  co m p a r a tively
c al m,  a n d  his  limbs  h a d  ce a s e d  to  t r e m ble.   His
fa t e  w a s  to  b e  d e b a t e d  in  t h e  p r e s e n c e  ind e e d  of his
body, b u t  in  t h e  a b s e n c e  of cons cious n e s s  a n d  knowle d g e.

“H a s  a ny eld e r  b ro t h er,” inq ui r e d  Es m o,
“cou ns el to  affor d?”

N o  wo r d  w a s  s pok e n.

“H a s  a ny b ro t h e r  cou n s el  to  affo rd?”

Again  all w e r e  sile n t,  till t h e  gla nc e  w hich  t h e  Chief
c a s t  in  o r d e r  alon g  t h e  r a nks  of t h e  a s s e m bly fell
u po n  mys elf.

“On e  wo r d,” I s aid.   “I claim
p e r mission  to  s p e ak,  b e c a u s e  t h e  m a t t e r  touc h e s  clos ely
a n d  c r u elly my ow n  ho no ur.”

The r e  w a s  t h a t  ina u dible,  invisible,  m o tionle ss  “move m e n t,”
a s  so m e  F r e nc h  r e po r t e r s  c all it, of s u r p ris e  t h ro u g ho u t
t h e  a s s e m bly w hic h  co m m u nic a t e s  it s elf ins tinc tively
to  a  s p e ak er.

“My ow n  ho no ur,” I con tin u e d,  “in
t h e  ho no u r  d e a r e r  a n d  n e a r e r  to  m e  eve n  t h a n  my ow n.  
Wh a t  t h e  a cc u s e d  h a s  s poke n  m ay  o r  m ay  no t  b e  t r u e .”

“It  is t r u e ,” in t e r pos e d  a  Chief, p ro b a bly
pi tying  my  igno r a nc e .
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“M ay b e  t r u e ,” I con tinu e d,  “thou g h
I will no t  b elieve  it, to  w ho m so eve r  hi s  wor ds  m ay
a p ply.  Tha t  no  s uc h  t r e a so n  a s  t h ey  h ave  s u g g e s t e d
eve r  for  on e  m o m e n t  e n t e r e d ,  o r  could  e n t er, t h e  h e a r t
of h e r  w ho  kn elt  wi t h  m e ,  in p r e s e n c e  of m a ny no w
h e r e ,  b efo r e  t h a t  Thron e,  I will vouc h  by all t h e
sy m bols  w e  r eve r e  in co m m o n,  a n d  wi th  t h e  life w hich
it  s e e m s  is alon e  t h r e a t e n e d  by t h e  fe minin e  do m e s tic
t r e a so n  alleg e d,  fro m  w ho m so eve r  t h a t  t r e a so n  m ay  p roc e e d.  
I will a cc us e  no n e,  a s  I s u s p ec t  no n e;  b u t  I will
s ay t h a t  t h e  ch a r g e  mig h t  b e  t r u e  to  t h e  le t t er, a n d
ye t  no t  touc h,  a s  I know  it do e s  no t  jus tly touc h,
t h e  d a u g h t e r  of ou r  Chief.”

A d e e p  r eli ef w a s  visible  in t h e  fac es  w hich  h a d  so
la t ely b e e n  clou d e d  by a  s u s picion  t e r rible  to  all. 
Es mo’s alon e  r e m ain e d  imp a s sive  t h ro u g ho u t  my
vindica tion,  a s  t h ro u g ho u t  t h e  a p p a r e n t  a cc u s a tion
a n d  silen t  con d e m n a tion  of hi s  d a u g h t er.

“H a s  a ny b ro t h er,” h e  s aid,  “cou ns el
to  s p e ak  r e s p e c ting  t h e  q u e s tion  a c t u ally b efor e  u s?”

On e  a n d  all w e r e  silen t ,  till Es mo  a g ain  p u t  t h e  for m al
q u e s tion:—

“H a s  h e  w ho  w a s  ou r  b ro t h e r  b e t r aye d  t h e  b ro t h e r hood?”

F ro m  eve ry m e m b e r  of t h e  a s s e m bly c a m e  a  cle a r  u n mis t ak a ble
a s s e n t .

“Is h e  ou tc a s t?”

Silenc e  r a t h e r  t h a n  a ny dis tinc t  sign  a n s w e r e d  in
t h e  affir m a tive.

“Is it n e e dful t h a t  his  lips  b e  s e al e d  for  eve r?”

On e  o r  t wo  of t h e  Chiefs  exp r e s s e d  in a  single  s e n t e nc e
a n  affir m a tive  convic tion,  w hich  w a s  evid e n tly s h a r e d
by all p r e s e n t  exc e p t  mys elf.  Appe aling  by a
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look to  Es mo,  a n d  e n cou r a g e d  by his  eye,  I s poke—

“The  ou tc a s t  h a s  confes s e d  t r e a so n  wo r t hy of
d e a t h .   Tha t  I c a n no t  d e ny.  Bu t  h e  h a s  sin n e d
fro m  fea r  r a t h e r  t h a n  fro m  g r e e d  o r  m alice;  a n d  to
fear, cou r a g e  s ho uld  b e  ind ulg e n t .   The  cow a r d
is b u t  w h a t  Allah  h a s  m a d e  hi m,  a n d  to  p u nis h  cow a r dice
is to  p u nish  t h e  child  for  t h e  h e ri t a g e  hi s  p a r e n t s
h ave  inflict e d.   Mo r eover, no  ex a m ple  of p u nis h m e n t
will m a k e  cow a r d s  b r ave.   I t  s e e m s  to  m e ,  t h e n,
t h a t  t h e r e  is n ei t h e r  jus tice  no r  wisdo m  in t aking
ven g e a n c e  u po n  t h e  c rim e  of w e ak n e ss .”

In  b u t  t wo  face s,  t hos e  of Es mo  a n d  of hi s  n ex t  colle a g u e
on  t h e  lef t,  could  I s e e  t h e  sligh t e s t  sign  of a p p roval. 
On e  of t h e  o t h e r  chiefs  a n s w e r e d  b ri efly a n d  d ecisively
my  ple a  for  m e r cy.

“If,” h e  s aid,  “ t r e a so n  p roc e e d
fro m  fear, t h e  m o r e  c a u s e  t h a t  a  g r e a t e r  fea r  s hould
p r eve n t  t h e  t r e a so n  of cow a r dice  for  t h e  fu tu r e .  
The  s a m e  m o tives  t h a t  h av e  led  t h e  offen d e r  to  b e t r ay
so  m u c h  wo uld  a s s u r e dly lea d  hi m  to  b e t r ay  m o r e  w e r e
h e  r ele a s e d;  a n d  to  a t t e m p t  lifelong  confine m e n t  is
to  m a k e  t h e  lives  of all d e p e n d e n t  on  a  ch a nc e  in
o r d e r  to  s p a r e  on e  u n wo r t hy life.  The  exc us e  w hich
ou r  b ro t h e r  h a s  pl e a d e d  m ay, w e  ho p e,  av ail wi t h  a
t rib u n al  w hic h  c a n  r e g a r d  t h e  conscie nc e  a p a r t  fro m
t h e  cons e q u e n c e s.   I t  ou g h t  no t  to  avail wi th
u s .”
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But  t h e  law of t h e  Zin t a,  a s  I now  lea r n e d,  will no t
allow s e n t e nc e  of d e a t h  to  b e  p a s s e d  s ave  by  a n  a b solu t ely
u n a ni mou s  vot e.   I t  is h eld  t h a t  if on e  judg e
e d uc a t e d  in t h e  ide a s  of t h e  Or d er, a p p r e ci a ting  to
t h e  full t h e  p ric ele s s  impo r t a n c e  of its  t e a c hing  a n d
t h e  g uil t  of t r e a son  a g ains t  i t, is u n p e r s u a d e d  t h a t
t h e r e  exis t s  s ufficie n t  c a us e  for  t h e  s u p r e m e  p e n al ty,
t h e  do u b t  is s uc h  a s  s ho uld  p r e clu d e  t h e  inflic tion
of t h a t  p e n al ty.  I t  is, ho w ever, p e r mi t t e d  a n d
exp ec t e d  t h a t  t h e  dis s e n tie n t s,  if few in n u m b er,
m u c h  m o r e  a  single  dis s e n tie n t ,  s h all lis t e n  a t t e n tively
a n d  give  t h e  m os t  r e s p e c tful a n d  imp a r ti al  consid e r a tion
to  t h e  a r g u m e n t s  of b r e t h r e n ,  a n d  e s p e cially of s e nio r s.  
If a  single  min d  r e m ains  u n m ove d,  its  dis s e n t  is d e cisive.  
Bu t  it  wo uld  b e  t h e  g r aves t  d e r elic tion  of d u ty to
p e r si s t  fro m  wilfulne ss ,  obs tina cy, o r  p rid e,  in  a d h e sion
to  a  view p e r h a p s  h a s tily exp r e ss e d  in  op posi tion
to  a u t ho ri ty a n d  a r g u m e n t.   The  d e b a t e  to  w hic h
my  s p e e c h  g av e  ri s e  las t e d  for  two  ho u r s .   E ac h
s p e a k e r  s pok e  b u t  a  few t e r s e  exp r e s sive  s e n t e nc e s;
a n d  af t e r  e a c h  s p e e c h  c a m e  a  p a u s e  allowing  full ti m e
for  t h e  conside r a tion  of it s  r e a so ning.   Two poin t s
w e r e  ve ry soon  m a d e  cle a r  to  all.  The  offend e r
h a d  jus tly forfei t e d  his  life; a n d  if his  d e a t h  w e r e
n ec es s a ry  o r  g r e a tly con d ucive  to  t h e  s afe ty of t h e
r e s t ,  t h e  m e r cy w hic h  for  his  s ak e  imp e rilled  wo r t hie r
m e n  a n d  s ac r e d  t r u t h s  would  h av e  b e e n  no  les s  t h a n
a  c ri m e.   The  t ho u g h t ,  how ever, t h a t  w eig h e d  m o s t
wi th  m e  a g ain s t  my  n a t u r al  feeling  w a s  a n  exp e ri enc e
to  w hich  no n e  p r e s e n t  could  a p p e al.  I h a d  s a t
on  m a ny cou r t s-m a r t i al w h e r e  cow a r dice  w a s  t h e  only
c h a r g e  imp u t e d;  a n d  in eve ry c a s e  in  w hich  t h a t  c h a r g e
w a s  p roved,  s e n t e nc e  of d e a t h  h a d  b e e n  p a s s e d  a n d
c a r ri e d  ou t  on  a  g ro u n d  I could  no t  r efu s e  to  co nsid e r
s ufficien t:—n a m ely, t h a t  t h e  infec tion  of
t e r ro r  c a n  b e s t  b e  r e p r e s s e d  by a n  ex a m ple  ins pi ring
d e e p e r  t e r ro r  t h a n  t h a t  to  w hic h  t h e  p ri son e r  h a s
yielde d.   Co m p elled  by t h e s e  p r e c e d e n t s,  t hou g h
wi th  in t e ns e  r eluc t a nc e ,  I s u b mit t e d  a t  las t  to  t h e
u nive r s al judg m e n t .   Es mo  h aving  collec t e d  t h e
will, I c a n no t  s ay t h e  voices,  of t h e  a s s e m bly, p a u s e d
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for  a  min u t e  in  silenc e .

“The  P r e s e n t  h a s  p ro no u nc e d,” h e  s aid
a t  las t .   “Are t h e  voices  of t h e  Pas t  a s s e n tie n t?”

H e  looke d  a ro u n d  a s  if to  s e e  w h e t h er, u n d e r  r e al
o r  s u p pos e d  inspi r a tion,  a ny of t hos e  b efo r e  him  would
give  in a no t h e r  n a m e  a  jud g m e n t  opposi t e  to  t h a t  in
w hich  all h a d  conc u r r e d.   Ins tinc tively I gl a nc e d
tow a r d s  t h e  Thron e,  b u t  it r e m ain e d  vaca n t  a s  ever. 
The n,  fixing  hi s  eyes  for  a  few m o m e n t s  u po n  t h e  c ulp ri t ,
w ho  s t a r t e d  a n d  woke  to  full conscious n e s s  u n d e r  his
g az e—a n d  r e c eiving  fro m  t h e  Chief n e a r e s t
to  hi m  on  t h e  left  a  c h ain  of s m all gold e n  ci rcles
si mila r  to  t h a t  of t h e  c a no py, r e p r e s e n t e d  also  on
t h e  Sign e t ,  w hile  h e  on  t h e  rig h t  h eld  a  s m all roll,
on  t h e  gold e n  s u rf ac e  of w hich  a  long  lis t  of n a m e s
w a s  insc ribe d—ou r  S u p e rio r  p ro nou nc e d,  a mid
d e e p e s t  s tillne ss ,  in a  low cle a r  ton e ,  t h e  for m  of
exco m m u nica tion; b r e akin g  a t  t h e  a p p ro p ri a t e  m o m e n t
on e  link fro m  t h e  ch ain,  a n d,  a t  a  la t e r  poin t ,  d r a win g
a  b ro a d  c ri mson  b a r  t h ro u g h  on e  ciph e r  on  t h e  roll:—

506



Page 275

  “Cons cie nc e-convic t,  t ri e d  in t r u t h,
   Judg e d  in jus tice,  doo m e d  in r u t h;
   Ou r s  no  m o r e—onc e  ou r s
in vain—
   Falls  t h e  Veil a n d  s n a p s  t h e  Ch ain,
   Drops  t h e  link a n d  lies  alon e:—
   Trai to r  to  t h e  E m e r ald  Th ro n e,
   Alien  fro m  t h e  t r o t h  w e  pligh t ,
   Katu r e  n a tive  to  t h e  nig h t;
   Train e d  in Ligh t  t h e  Ligh t  to  sco r n,
   So ul a pos t a t e  a n d  for s wor n,
   Fals e  to  sy m bol, s e n s e ,  a n d  sign,
   To t h e  S e r p e n t’s pl e d g e  divine,
   To t h e  Wings  t h a t  r e a c h  afar,
   To t h e  Circle  a n d  t h e  S t a r;
   Rec r e a n t  to  t h e  mys tic  r ul e ,
   Ou tlaw  fro m  t h e  s a c r e d  sc hool—
   Backw a r d  is t h e  Th r e s hold  c ross e d;
   Los t  t h e  Ligh t,  t h e  Life is los t .  
   Go; t h e  golde n  p a g e  w e  blo t:  
   Go; forg e t tin g  a n d  forgo t!  
   Go—by final s e n t e nc e
s h riven,
   Be t hy c rim e  a b solved  in  H e ave n!”

Onc e  m o r e  t h e  Thron e  a n d  t h e  E m ble m s  b e hind  a n d  a bove
it  h a d  b e e n  veiled  in  imp e n e t r a ble  d a rk n e s s .  
Ins tinc tively, a s  it  s e e m e d,  eve ry on e  p r e s e n t  h a d
ri s e n  to  his  fee t,  a n d  s tood  wit h  b e n t  h e a d  a n d  dow nc a s t
eye s  a s  t h e  Con d e m n e d,  r i sing  m e c h a nic ally, t u r n e d
wi tho u t  a  wo r d  a n d  p a s s e d  a w ay.

CHAPTER XXVI — TWILIGHT.

I w a s,  p e r h a p s,  t h e  only m e m b e r  of t h e  a s s e m bly to
w ho m  t h e  doo m e d  m a n  w a s  no t  p e r so n ally know n,  a n d
to  all of u s  t h e  t ie  w hich  h a d  b e e n  s eve r e d  w a s  on e
a t  le a s t  a s  clos e  a s  t h a t  of n a t u r al  b ro t h e r hood  on
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E a r t h .

H ow  long  t h e  p a u s e  las t e d—how, o r  w hy,
o r  w h e n  w e  r e s u m e d  ou r  s e a t s ,  eve n  I kn e w  no t.  
The  S h rin e  w a s  u nveiled,  a n d  Es mo’s n ext  colle a g u e
s pok e  a g ain—

“A s e a t  a m o n g  t h e  eld e r s  h a s  b e e n  t h r e e  d ays
vac a n t  by  t h e  d e p a r t u r e  of on e  w ell know n  a n d  d e a r
to  all.  His  colle a g u e s  h ave  conside r e d  how  b e s t
it  m ay  b e  filled.   The  m e m b e r  t h ey h ave  s elec t e d
is of t h e  you n g e s t  in exp e ri e nc e  h e r e ;  b u t  fro m  t h e
firs t  m o m e n t  of his  initi a tion  it w a s  evide n t  to  u s
t h a t  m o r e  t h a n  h alf t h e  lea r nin g  of t h e  S t a rligh t
h a d  b e e n  hi s  b efo r e.   N o t hin g  could  so  d e e ply confi r m
ou r  joy a n d  confide nc e  in t h a t  lor e,  a s  to  find  t h a t
in  a no t h e r  wo rld  t h e  t r u t h s  w e  hold  d e a r e s t  a r e  h eld
wi th  e q u al  fai t h,  t h a t  m a ny  of ou r  d e e p e s t  s ec r e t s
h ave  t h e r e  b e e n  so u g h t  a n d  discove r e d  by socie ti e s
no t  u nlike  ou r  ow n.   For  t h a t  r e a so n,  a n d  b ec a u s e
of t h a t  H o us e ,  w h e r eof no w  b u t  t wo  m e m b e r s  a r e  left
u s ,  h e  is by  w e dlock a n d  a do p tion  t h e  t hi rd,  t h e  elde r
b r e t h r e n  h av e  u n a ni mo usly r e solved  to  r e co m m e n d  to
Clavel t a,  a n d  to  t h e  Child r e n  of t h e  S t ar, t h a t  t his
s e a t ,” a n d  h e  poin t e d  to  t h e  vac a n t  pl ac e,  “sh all
b e  filled  by  hi m  w ho  h a s  b u t  no w  exp r e s s e d ,  wi th  a
w a r m t h  s eldo m  s how n  in t his  pl ac e,  his  love  a n d  t r u s t
for  t h e  d a u g h t e r  of ou r  Chief, t h e  d e s c e n d a n t  of ou r
Fou n d er.”

Ce r t ainly no t  on  my  ow n  a c co u n t ,  b u t  fro m  t h e  e a r n e s t
a t t a c h m e n t  a n d  d evo tion  t h ey fel t  for  Es mo,  bo t h  p e r son ally
a s  a  long-t ri e d  a n d  d e s e rv e dly r eve r e d  Chief, a n d
a s  al mos t  t h e  las t  r e p r e s e n t a tive  of a  line a g e  so
p rofou n dly loved  a n d  ho no u r e d,  t h e  a p p roval of all
p r e s e n t  w a s  exp r e ss e d  wi th  a  s u d d e n  a n d  e a g e r  w a r m t h
w hich  d e e ply affec t e d  m e;  t h e  m o r e  t h a t  it  exp r e s s e d
a n  h e r e di t a ry r e g a r d  a n d  e s t e e m,  no t  for  mys elf b u t
for  Eve e n a,  r a r ely o r  n ever, eve n  a m o n g  t h e  Zvelt a u,
p aid  to  a  wo m a n.   Es mo  b e n t  his  h e a d  in a s s e n t ,
a n d  t h e n,  a d d r e s sing  m e  by n a m e,  c alled  m e  to  t h e
foot  of t h e  pl a tfo r m.
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H e  h eld  in his  h a n d  t h e  golde n  s a s h  a n d  ro s e-colou r e d
w a n d  w hic h  m a r k e d  t h e  r a nk  a bo u t  to  b e  b e s tow e d  on
m e.   I fel t  ve ry d e e ply my ow n  inco m p e t e nc e  a n d
igno r a nc e;  a n d  eve n  h a d  I valu e d  m o r e  t h e  p roffe r e d
ho no ur, I s ho uld  h ave  b e e n  bo u n d  to  d e cline  it.  
Bu t  a t  t h e  t hi rd  wo r d  I s poke,  I w a s  silenc e d  wi t h
a  s t e r n  t ho u g h  p e rf ec tly c al m  s eve ri ty.  Flinging
b ack  t h e  fold of hi s  ro b e  t h a t  cove r e d  his  left  a r m,
wi th  a  g e s t u r e  t h a t  pl ac e d  t h e  Sig n e t  full b efo r e
my  eyes ,  h e  s aid—

“You h av e  s wor n  ob e die nc e .”

A soldie r’s  ins tinc t  o r  h a bi t ,  t h e  m e s m e ric
co m m a n d  of Es mo’s gl a nc e,  a n d  t h e  a w e ,  d u e  les s
to  my  ow n  feeling  t h a n  to  t h e  infec tious  r eve r e nc e
of o th e r s ,  w hich  t h e  sym bols  a n d  t h e  oa t h s  of t h e  Or d e r
ex to r t e d ,  left  m e  no  fu r t h e r  will to  r e sis t .   At
t h e  foot  of t h e  Thron e  I r e c eive d  t h e  inves ti t u r e
of my n e w  r a nk;  a n d  a s  I r o s e  a n d  fac e d  my b r e t h r e n ,
eve ry h a n d  w a s  lift ed  to  t h e  lips,  eve ry h e a d  b e n t
in s alu t a tion  of t h ei r  n e w  le ad er.  The n,  a s  I
p a s s e d  to  t h e  ex t r e m e  pl ac e  on  t h e  rig h t ,  t h ey  c a m e
forw a r d  to  g r a s p  my  h a n d  a n d  u t t e r  a  few wo r ds  of
sy m p a t hy a n d  kind n e s s,  in w hich  a  fra nk  s pi ri t  of affec tion a t e
co m r a d e s hip,  t h a t  r e min d e d  m e  forcibly of t h e  m e s s-t e n t
a n d  t h e  bivou a c  fir e,  w a s  min gle d  wi th  t h e  s e ns e  of
a  d e e p e r  a n d  m o r e  s ac r e d  ti e.

Sc a r c ely h a d  w e  r e s u m e d  ou r  pl ac e s  t h a n  a  s t a r tling
incid e n t  g ave  a  n e w  t u r n  to  t h e  sc e n e.   Appro a c hing
t h e  b a r ri er, a  wo m a n,  veiled,  b u t  w e a ring  t h e  s a s h
a n d  s t ar, kn el t  for  a  m o m e n t  to  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of t h e
Arch-Teac h er, a n d  t h e n,  a s  t h e  b a r ri e r  w a s  t h row n  op e n
by t h e  s e n t ri e s,  c a m e  u p  to  t h e  d ais.

“Sh e,” s aid  t h e  n e w-co m er, “h as
a  m e s s a g e  for  you, Clavel t a ,  for  you r  Cou ncil, a n d
p a r t icul a rly for  t h e  las t  of it s  m e m b e r s .”

“It  is w ell,” h e  a n s w e r e d.
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The  m e s s e n g e r  took h e r  s e a t  a m o n g  t h e  Ini ti a t e s,  a n d
Es mo  dis miss e d  t h e  a s s e m bly in  t h e  sole m n  for m  e m ployed
on  t h e  for m e r  occ a sion.   The n,  followe d  by t h e
t w elve,  a n d  g uid e d  by t h e  m e s s e n g e r  ( th e  glove d  fing e r s
of w hos e  left  h a n d,  a s  I obs e rve d,  h e  ve ry sligh tly
touc h e d  wit h  hi s  ow n  righ t), h e  p a s s e d  by a no t h e r
doo r  ou t  of t h e  H all, a n d  alon g  on e  of t h e  m a ny p a s s a g e s
of t h e  s u b t e r r e n e  Temple,  in to  a  ch a m b e r  r e s e m bling
in eve ry r e s p e c t  a n  a p a r t m e n t  in a n  o r din a ry r e side n c e .  
H e r e ,  wi th  h e r  veil, a s  is p e r mi t t e d  only to  m aid e n hood,
d r a w n  b a ck  fro m  h e r  face,  b u t  cove ring  al mos t  e n ti r ely
h e r  n e ck  a n d  boso m,  a n d  cla d  in t h e  ves t al  w hi t e,
r e cline d  wi th  eyes  n e a rly close d  a  youn g  gi rl, in
w hos e  cou n t e n a nc e  a  b e a u ty al mos t  s pi ri t u al w a s  e n h a n c e d
r a t h e r  t h a n  m a r r e d  by signs  of p hysical ill-h e al t h
p ainfully u n mis t ak a ble.   Warning  u s  b a ck  wit h
a  sligh t  m ove m e n t  of hi s  h a n d,  Es mo  a p p ro a c h e d  h er. 
Ou r  p r e s e nc e  h a d  a t  fi r s t  s e e m e d  to  c a s t  h e r  in to
al mos t  convulsive  a gi t a tion; b u t  u n d e r  his  s t e a dy g az e
a n d  t h e  m ove m e n t  of his  h a n d s,  s h e  laps e d  al mos t  ins t a n tly
in to  w h a t  a p p e a r e d  to  b e  p rofou n d  slu m b er.

*       *       *       *  
    *
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The  p r a c tic al infor m a tion  t h a t  conc e r n e d  t h e  p r e s e n t
p e ril m e n a cing  t h e  Ord e r  d elive r e d ,  a n d  w h e n  it  w a s
plain  t h a t  no  fu r t h e r  r evela tion  o r  cou ns el w a s  to
b e  exp ec t e d  on  t his  all-im po r t a n t  topic,  Es mo  b eckon e d
to  m e ,  t aking  my  h a n d  in his  ow n  a n d  pl acing  it ve ry
g e n tly a n d  c a r efully in t h a t  of t h e  u n co nscious  sybil. 
The  effec t ,  how ever, w a s  s t a r tling.   Witho u t  u n closing
h e r  eyes ,  s h e  s p r a n g  in to  a  si t ting  pos t u r e  a n d  clas p e d
my  h a n d  al mos t  convulsively wi th  h e r  ow n  long, t hin
all b u t  t r a n s p a r e n t  finge r s .   Tu r nin g  h e r  fac e
to  min e,  a n d  s e e ming,  t ho u g h  h e r  eyes  w e r e  clos e d,
a s  if s h e  looke d  in t e n tly in to  i t, s h e  m u r m u r e d  wo r ds
a t  fir s t  u nin t elligible,  b u t  w hich  s e e m e d  by d e g r e e s
to  b e a r  cle a r e r  a n d  cle a r e r  r ef e r e nc e  to  so m e  of t h e
s to r my s c e n e s  of my  you t h  in a no t h e r  world.   The n—a s
on e  looking  u po n  pic t u r e s  b u t  p a r ti ally in t elligible
to  h er, a n d  co m m e n tin g  on  t h e m  a s  a  gi rl  w ho  h a d  n ev e r
s e e n  o r  know n  t h e  p a s sions  a n d  t h e  m u t u al e n mity of
m e n—s h e  s t a r tl e d  m e  by b r e aking  in to  t h e
kind  of ch a n t  in w hich  t h e  p e c ulia r  ve r s e  of h e r  lan g u a g e
is co m m o nly d elive r e d.   My ow n  t ho u g h t  of t h e
m o m e n t  w a s  no t  h e r  g uid e .   The  Mosle m  b a t tl e-c ry
h a d  r u n g  too  of te n  in my  e a r s  eve r  to  b e  forgo t t e n;
b u t  u p  to  t h a t  m o m e n t  I h a d  n ev e r  r e c alled  to  m e m o ry
t h e  wo r ds  in  w hic h  on  my  las t  field  I r e to r t e d  u po n
my  Arab  co m r a d e s ,  w h e n  flinching  fro m  a  t hi r d  c h a r g e
a g ain s t  t hos e  t e r rible  “sons  of E blis,”
w hos e  s t u b bo r n  cou r a g e  h a d  al r e a dy t wice  h u rl e d  u s
b ack  in confusion  a n d  dis g r a c e  wi t h  a  h u n d r e d  e m p ty
s a d dle s.   At fi r s t  h e r  ton e  w a s  on e  of sim ple  a m az e
a n d  ho r ror.  I t  sof t e n e d  af t e r w a r d s  in to  wo n d e r
a n d  p e r pl exity, a n d  t h e  oft-r e p e a t e d  r e b uk e  o r  c u r s e
w a s  on  it s  las t  r ec u r r e n c e  s pok e n  wit h  m o r e  of pi tying
t e n d e r n e s s  a n d  r e g r e t  t h a n  of s eve ri ty:—

  “Wh a t!  t hos e  a r e  h u m a n  boso m s  w h e r eo n
t h e  b r u t e  h a t h  t rod!  
   Wh a t!  t h ro u g h  t h e  s to r m  of sla u g h t e r
rings  t h e  a p p e al  to  God! 
   Throu g h  t h e  s mok e  a n d  flas h  of b a t tl e
a  single  for m  is s how n;
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   O’er  cla n g  a n d  c r a s h  a n d  r a t t l e
p e als  ou t  on e  t r u m p e t-to n e—
   ‘St rike,  for  Allah  a n d  t h e
P ro p h e t!  le t  E blis  t ak e  his  ow n!’

  “S t r a n g e!  t h e  soul t h a t ,  fr e s h  fro m
c a r n a g e,  q u ailed  no t  alon e  to  fac e
   The  u nfa t ho m e d  d e p t h s  of Da rk n e s s,
t h e  solit ud e s  of S p ac e!  
   S t r a n g e!  t h e  s mile  of sco r n,  w hile
n e rvele s s  d ro p p e d  t h e  s wor d-a r m  fro m
          t h e
s ting,
   On  t h e  d e a t h  t h a t  scowled  a t  dis t a nc e ,
on  t h e  closing  m u r d e r-rin g.  
   S t r a n g e!  no  c ri m son  s t ain  on  conscie nc e
fro m  t h e  h a n d  in go r e  imb r u e d!  
   Bu t  De a t h  h a u n t s  t h e  d e a t h-d e al e r;
blood  t ain t s  t h e  life  of blood!

  “S t r a n g e!  t h e  a r m  t h a t  s mo t e  a n d
s p a r e d  no t  in t h e  t e m p e s t  of t h e  s t rife,
   Quive r s  wi th  pi tying  t e r ro r—clings,
for  a  m aid e n’s life! 
   S t r a n g e!  t h e  h e a r t  s t e el-h a r d  to
d e a t h-s h rieks  by  gi rlish  t e a r s  s u b d u e d;
   The  falcon’s s h e a t hl e s s  t alons
a m o n g  t h e  e sve’s b rood!  
   Bu t  De a t h  h a u n t s  t h e  d e a t h-d e al e r;
blood  t ain t s  t h e  life  of blood.

  “The  b r e a s t  for  wo m a n’s p e r il
t h a t  d a r e d  t h e  d e s po t’s ir e,
   S h all d a u n tle s s  fron t ,  a n d  s c a t hle s s,
t h e  closing  c u rve  of fi r e.  
   The  h e a r t ,  by  ho u s e hold  t r e a son
s t u n g  ho m e,  t h a t  c a n  forgive,
   S h all b r ave  a  wo m a n’s h a t r e d,
a  wo m a n’s wiles,  a n d  live.
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  “A wo m a n’s w ell-won  feal ty
s h all give  t h e  life  h e  g ave,
   Love  s h all r e d e e m  t h e  loving, a n d
S a c rifice  s h all s ave.  
   Bu t—God h e al  t h e  to r t u r e d
s pi ri t ,  God  c alm  t h e  m a d d e n e d  m oo d;
   Fo r  De a t h  h a u n t s  t h e  d e a t h-d e al e r ;
blood  t ain t s  t h e  life  of blood!”

Relaxing  b u t  no t  r el e a sing  h e r  g r a s p  of my  ow n  h a n d,
s h e  fel t  a bo u t  wi th  h e r  lef t  till Es mo  g e n tly pl ac e d
his  ow n  t h e r ein.   The n,  in  a  ton e  a t  fir s t  of
d e e p  a n d  p a s sion a t e  a nxie ty a n d  e a g e r n e s s ,  p a s sin g
in to  on e  of r e g r e tful a d mi r a tion,  a n d  va rying  wit h
t h e  p u r po r t  of e ac h  u t t e r a n c e ,  s h e  b roke  in to  a no t h e r
c h a n t ,  in w hich  w e r e  r e p e a t e d  ove r  a n d  a g ain  p h r a s e s
fa milia r  in t h e  t r a di tions  a n d  p rop h e tic  o r  sy m bolic
for m ula rie s  of t h e  Zint a:—

  “Eve r  on  d e a dlies t  p e ril s hin e s
t h e  S t a r  wit h  s t e a die s t  r ay;
   Eve r  q u ail t h e  fie rc e s t  h u n t e r s
w h e n  Kar gynd a  t u r n s  a t  b ay. 
   Clos e,  Child r e n  of t h e  S t a rligh t!
clos e,  for  t h e  E m e r ald  Thron e!  
   Clos e  ro u n d  t h e  life t h a t  close t h
you r  life wi thin  t h e  zon e!  
   Res t s  t h e  Golde n  Circle’s
glo ry, r e s t s  t h e  silve r  gle a m  on  h e r
   Who s h all r ein  Kargyn d a’s
fu ry wit h  a  t h r e a d  of gos s a m er. 
   H e  m e t e s  no t  m o r t al  m e a s u r e ,  H e
p ays  no t  h u m a n  p ric e,
   Who c row n s  t h a t  life’s d evo tion
wi th  t h e  d e a t h  of s ac rifice! 
   Woe wo r t h  t h e  m o m e n t’s p a nic;
wo e  wo r t h  t h e  vic to ry wo n! 
   Bu t  t h e  Nig h t  is n e a r  t h e  b r e aking
w h e n  t h e  S t r a n g e r  claims  hi s  ow n.
“Ever on deadliest peril shines the Star with steadiest ray; Ever quail the fiercest hunters
when Kargynda turns at bay.  No life is worth the living that counts each fleeting breath; 
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No eyes from God averted can meet the eyes of Death.  Vague fear and spectral terrors
haunt the soul that dwells in shade, Nor e’er can crimson conscience confront the 
crimson blade.  From a cloud of shame and sorrow breaks the Light that shines afar, 
And cold and dark the household spark that lit the Silver Star.  The triumph is a death-
march; the victor’s voice a moan:—But the Powers of Night are broken when the 
Stranger wins his own!
  “Eve r  in  bl acke s t  mid nigh t  s hin e s
t h e  S t a r  wit h  b righ t e s t  r ay;
   Woe to  t h e m  t h a t  h u n t  t h e  t h e m e
if Ka rgyn d a  c ro ss  t h e  w ay! 
   In  t h e  H o m e  of Pea c e ,  Clavel t a ,
c a n  ou r  fea r s  t hy s pi ri t  m ove? 
   Look do w n! w h e n c e  co m e s  t h e  r e s c u e
to  t h e  ho u s e hold  of t hy love?  
   As t h e  All-Co m m a n d e r’s ligh t ning
falls  t h e  Veng e a nc e  fro m  a bove! 
   A s h ri ek  fro m  t hou s a n d  voices; a
t h u n d e r  c r a s h;  a  g ro a n;
   A t ho us a n d  ho m e s  in m o u r ning—a
t hous a n d  d e a t h s  in on e!  
   Woe to  t h e  So ns  of Dark n e s s,  for
t h e  S t r a n g e r  wields  his  ow n! 
   Oh,  hid e  t h a t  sc e n e  of ho r ro r  in
t h e  d e e p e s t  s h a d e s  of nigh t!  
   Look u p w a r d  to  t h e  w elkin,  w h e r e
t h e  Vessel fad e s  fro m  sigh t  ... 
   Bu t  t h e  Veil is r e n t  for  ev e r  by
t h e  H a n d  t h a t  veiled  t h e  S h rin e;
   And, on  a  p e ac e  of a g e s ,  t h e  S t a r
of Pe ac e  s h all s hin e!”
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Es mo  lis t e n e d  wi th  t h e  a nxious  a t t e n tion  of on e  w ho
b elieve d  t h a t  h e r  eve ry wo r d  h a d  a  r e al a n d  lit e r al
m e a nin g;  a n d  his  face  w a s  ove rcloud e d  wi th  a  c al m
b u t  d e e p  s a d n e s s ,  w hich  t e s tified  to  t h e  n a t u r e  of
t h e  imp r e s sion  m a d e  on  his  min d  by lang u a g e  t h a t  h a r dly
conveyed  to  my ow n  m o r e  t h a n  a  di m  a n d  g e n e r al  p r e dic tion
of vic to ry, won  t h ro u g h  sc e n e s  of t r i al a n d  t rou ble.  
Bu t  w h e n  s h e  h a d  clos e d,  a  q uie t  s a ti sfac tion  in w h a t
s e e m e d  to  b e  t h e  final p ro mis e  of t riu m p h  to  t h e  S t ar,
a t  w h a t eve r  cos t  to  t h e  no ble s t  of it s  a d h e r e n t s,  w a s
all t h a t  I could  t r a c e  in his  cou n t e n a n c e.

The  sibyl fell b a ck  a s  t h e  las t  wo r d  p a s s e d  h e r  lips,
wi th  a  sigh  of r eli ef, in to  w h a t  w a s  evid e n tly a  p rofoun d
a n d  inse n sible  sle e p .   Thos e  a ro u n d  m e  m u s t  h ave
wi tn e s s e d  s uc h  sc e n e s  a t  le a s t  a s  oft e n  a s  I; b u t
it  w a s  pl ain  t h a t  t h e  imp r e s sion  m a d e ,  eve n  on  t h e
exp e ri e nc e d  Chiefs  of t h e  Or d er, w a s  fa r  d e e p e r  t h a n
h a d  affec t e d  mys elf.  I s ho uld  h a r dly h ave  b e e n
a ble  to  r e m e m b e r  t h e  wor d s  of t h e  p rop h e cy, b u t  for
s u b s e q u e n t  conve r s a tion  t h e r eo n  wit h  Eve e n a,  w h e n  on e
p a r t  h a d  b e e n  fulfilled  a n d  t h e  r e s t  w a s  on  t h e  eve
of a  too  t e r ribly t r u t hful fulfilme n t;  b u t  for  t h e
eve n t s  t h a t  fixed  t h ei r  p r e dic tion  in my mi n d—it
m ay b e  in t e r m s  a  lit tl e  m o r e  p r e ci se  t h a n  t hos e  a c t u ally
e m ploye d,  t ho u g h  I h ave  e n d e avou r e d  to  r eco r d  t h e s e
wi th  conscie n tious  a c c u r a cy.

Led  by Es mo,  w e  p a s s e d  alon g  a no t h e r  g alle ry in to
t h e  s m all ch a m b e r  w h e r e  m e t  t h e  s e c r e t  Cou ncil of
t h e  Or d er, a n d  long  a n d  a nxious  w e r e  t h e  d e b a t e s  w h e r ein
t h e  r evel a tions  of t h e  d r e a m e r  w e r e  t r e a t e d  a s  conveying
t h e  m o s t  c e r t ain  a n d  u n q u e s tion a ble  w a r nin g.   The
firs t  r ays  of m o r ning  w e r e  s t e aling  t h ro u g h  t h e  mis t s
in to  t h e  p e ris tyle  of ou r  hos t’s d w elling  b efor e
I r e-e n t e r e d  Eve e n a’s  ch a m b er.  S h e  w a s
slu m b e ring,  b u t  r e s tl es sly, a n d  so  ligh tly t h a t  s h e
s p r a n g  u p  a t  onc e  on  my e n t r a n c e .   For  a  few m o m e n t s
all o t h e r  t ho u g h t  w a s  los t  in t h e  d eligh t  of my  r e t u r n
af t e r  a n  a b s e nc e  w hos e  ve ry leng t h  h a d  al a r m e d  h er,
d e s pi t e  h e r  fa th e r’s p r evious  a s s u r a nc e.  
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But  a s  a t  la s t  s h e  d r e w  b a ck  s ufficien tly to  look
into  my fac e,  it s  exp r e s sion  s e e m e d  to  s t a r tl e  a n d
s a d d e n  h er.  The  q u e s tions  t h a t  s p r a n g  to  h e r  lips
di e d  t h e r e ,  a s  s h e  p rob a bly s a w  in my  eyes  a  look
no t  only of w e a rin es s  a n d  p e r pl exity, b u t  of p rofoun d
r eluc t a nc e  to  s p e a k  of w h a t  h a d  p a s s e d.   Exp r e ssin g
h e r  sy m p a t hy only by  look a n d  touc h,  s h e  b e g a n  to  u n cla s p
my  rob e  a t  t h e  t h ro a t ,  a w a r e  t h a t  my  only wis h  w a s
for  r e s t ,  a n d  con t e n t  to  pos t pon e  h e r  ow n  a nxie ty
a n d  n a t u r al  cu riosi ty.  The n,  a s  t h e  golde n  s a s h
w hich  I h a d  no t  r e m ove d  m e t  h e r  sigh t,  s h e  looke d  u p
for  a  m o m e n t  wi th  a  gl a nc e  of n a t u r al  p rid e  a n d  fond n e ss ,
in t e n s ely g r a tified  by t h e  hig hly-p rize d  ho no u r  p aid
to  h e r  h u s b a n d;  t h e n  b e n t  low a n d  kis s e d  my h a n d  wi th
t h e  g e s t u r e  w h e r e wit h  t h e  p r e s e nc e  of a  s u p e rio r  is
a ck nowle d g e d  by t h e  m e m b e r s  of t h e  Ord er.  “Us e d
a s  my e a r li e r  life  w a s,  Eve e n a,  to  t h e  E a s t e r n  p ros t r a tions
of my ow n  wo rld,  I h a t e  all t h a t  r e c als  t h e m;  a n d
if I m u s t  a cc e p t ,  a s  I fulfil, t h e s e  for ms  in t h e
H alls  of t h e  Zin t a,  le t  m e  n eve r  b e  r e min d e d  of t h e m
by you.”
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CHAPTER XXVII — THE VALLEY OF THE SHADOW.

If I could  h ave  e n d u r e d  to  d e sc rib e  to  Eve e n a  t h e
t e r rible  t r i al s c e n e,  t h a t  w hich  occu r r e d  b efo r e  s h e
h a d  t h e  c h a nc e  to  q u e s tion  m e  wo uld  h av e  c e r t ainly
s e al e d  my lips.   The  p a s t  nig h t  h a d  told  u po n  m e
a s  no  fa tig u e ,  no  a nxie ty, no  dis a s t e r  of my  life  on
E a r t h  h a d  eve r  do n e.   I a wok e  fain t  a n d  exh a u s t e d
a s  a  n e rvous  vale tu din a ria n,  a n d  I s u p pos e  my  feeling
m u s t  h ave  b e e n  pl ainly visible  in  my face,  for  Eve e n a
wo uld  no t  allow m e  to  ris e  fro m  t h e  c us hions  t ill s h e
h a d  s u m m o n e d  a n  a m ba  a n d  p roc u r e d  t h e  m a t e ri al
of a  m o r ning  m e al, t hou g h  t h e  ho u r  w a s  noo n.  
Fa r  too  consid e r a t e  to  q u e s tion  m e  t h e n,  s h e  w a s  p e r h a p s
a  li t tl e  dis a p poin t e d  t h a t ,  al mos t  b efo r e  I h a d  d r e s s e d ,
a  m e s s a g e  fro m  h e r  fa th e r  s u m m o n e d  m e  to  his  p r e s e nc e .

“It  is r igh t ,” h e  s aid  q uie tly, a n d  wi th
no  s how  of feeling,  t hou g h  his  face  w a s  so m e w h a t  p al e,
“th a t  you s ho uld  b e  a c q u ain t e d  wi th  t h e  fulfilme n t
of t h e  s e n t e nc e  you  a s sis t e d  to  p a s s.   The  ou tc a s t
w a s  foun d  t hi s  m o r nin g  d e a d  in  his  ow n  ch a m b er. 
N ay, you n e e d  no t  s t a r t!   We n e e d  no  d e a t h s m a n;
alike  by s u d d e n  di se as e ,  by s uicide,  by a ccide n t ,  ou r
doo m  exec u t e s  it s elf.  Bu t  e no u g h  of t his . 
I a c c e p t e d  t h e  vote  w hich  inves t e d  you  wi th  t h e  s e co n d
r a nk  in ou r  Or d er, les s  b e c a u s e  I t hink  you  will r e n d e r
s e rvice  to  i t h e r e  t h a n  t h a t  I d e si r e d  you  to  pos s e s s
t h a t  e n ti r e  knowle d g e  of i ts  po w e r s  a n d  s ec r e t s  w hich
mig h t  e n a ble  you  to  pl a n t  a  b r a n c h  o r  offshoo t  w h e r e
no n e  b u t  you  could  c a r ry  it ...  Tha t  you  will
soon  leave  t his  wo rld  s e e m e d  to  m e  p rob a ble,  b efo r e
t h e  a n ticipa tions  of p r a c tic al p r u d e n c e  w e r e  confi r m e d
by t h e  voice  of p ro p h e cy.  Your Ast ron a u t  s h all
b e  s to r e d  wi th  all of w hich  I know  you  h ave  n e e d,
a n d  wi t h  a ny m a t e ri als  w hos e  u s e  I do  no t  know  t h a t
you  m ay  poin t  ou t .   To r e m ove  it  fro m  Asnye a  wo uld
now  b e  too  d a n g e ro us.   If you r e c eive  tidings
t h a t  s h all b ring  you a g ain  in to  its  n eig h bo u r hood,
do  no t  lose  t h e  op po r t u ni ty of r e-e n t e rin g  it.... 
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And now  le t  m e  t ak e  leave  of you, a s  of a  d e a r  fri en d
I m ay  no t  m e e t  a g ain.”

“Do you  know,” I s aid,  m o r e  touc h e d  by
t h e  ton e  t h a n  by t h e  wo r ds ,  “th a t  Eve e n a  a sk e d
a n d  I g ave  a  p ro mis e  t h a t  w h e n  I do  r e-e n t e r  it  s h e
s h all b e  my co m p a nion?”

“I did  no t  know  it, b u t  I took for  g r a n t e d  t h a t
s h e  wo uld  d e si r e  it, a n d  I s hould  h ave  b e e n  g rieve d
to  do u b t  t h a t  you wo uld  a s s e n t .   I c a n no t  di s t u r b
h e r  p e a c e  by s aying  to  h e r  w h a t  I h ave  jus t  s aid  to
you, a n d  m u s t  p a r t  fro m  h e r  a s  on  a ny o r din a ry occ a sion.”

Tha t  p a r ting,  h a p pily, I did  no t  wi tn e s s .   Befor e
eve ning  w e  r e-e n t e r e d  ou r  ves s el, a n d  r e t u r n e d  ho m e
wi tho u t  a ny incide n t  wo r t hy of m e n tion.
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To my s u r p ri se ,  my  r e t u r n  plu n g e d  m e  a t  onc e  in to
t h e  kind  of vexa tion  w hich  Eve e n a  h a d  so  a nxiously
e n d e avou r e d  to  s p a r e  m e ,  a n d  w hich  I h a d  hop e d  E u n a n e’s
g r e a t e r  d e cision  a n d  less  ex a g g e r a t e d  t e n d e r n e s s  wo uld
h ave  avoid e d.   S h e  s e e m e d  excit e d  a n d  al mos t  fr e tful,
a n d  b efor e  w e  h a d  b e e n  h alf a n  ho u r  a t  ho m e  h a d  g r e e t e d
m e  wit h  a  s t ri ng  of co m plain t s  w hich,  on  h e r  ow n  s howing,
s e e m e d  frivolous,  a n d  a r g u e d  a s  m u c h  t e m p e r  on  h e r
p a r t  a s  cus to m a ry p e t ul a nc e  on  t h a t  of o t h e r s .  
On  on e  poin t,  how ever, h e r  r e po r t  confi r m e d  t h e  s u g g e s tions
of Eve e n a’s p r evious  exp e rie nc e.   S h e  h a d
w r e s t e d  a t  onc e  fro m  Eive’s h a n d  t h e  p e n cil t h a t
h a d  hi th e r to  b e e n  u s e d  in a b solu t e  s ec r e cy, a n d  t h e
con s e q u e n t  q u a r r el  h a d  b e e n  s h a r p  e no u g h  to  s u g g e s t ,
if no t  to  p rove,  t h a t  t h e  p rivileg e  w a s  of p r ac tic al
a s  w ell a s  s e n ti m e n t al m o m e n t .   Thou g h  a g g r av a t e d
by no  r e b uk e,  my  t a ci t  d e p r e ci a tion  of h e r  g ri eva nc es
ir ri t a t e d  E u n a n e  to  a n  ext r e m e  of p e t ul a nc e  u n u s u al
wi th  h e r  of la t e;  w hich  I bo r e  so  long  a s  it  w a s  di r ec t e d
a g ain s t  mys elf, b u t  w hich,  t u r n e d  a t  las t  on  Eve e n a,
w holly exh a u s t e d  my  p a ti e nc e.   Bu t  no  soon e r  h a d
I dis miss e d  t h e  offen d e r  t h a n  Eve e n a  h e r s elf in t e r pos e d,
wi th  eve n  m o r e  t h a n  h e r  u s u al  t e n d e r n e s s  for  E u n a n e.

“Do no t  bl a m e  my  p r e s u m p tion,” s h e  s aid;
“do no t  t hink  t h a t  I a m  m e r ely soft  o r  w e ak,
if I e n t r e a t  you  to  t ak e  no  fu r t h e r  no tic e  of E u n a n e’s
m oo d.   I c a n no t  b u t  t hink  t h a t ,  if you  do, you
will ve ry soon  r e p e n t  it.”

S h e  could  no t  o r  would  no t  give  a  r e a so n  for  h e r  in t e r c e s sion;
b u t  so m e  lit tle  sy m pto m s  I mig h t  h av e  s e e n  wi tho u t
obs e rving,  so m e  p e r c e p tion  of t h e  exc e p tion al c h a r a c t e r
of E u n a n e’s ou t b r e a k,  o r  so m e  u n a cknowle d g e d
mis giving  a cco r d a n t  wi th  h e r  ow n,  m a d e  m e  m o r e  t h a n
willing  to  a cc e p t  Eve e n a’s wis h  a s  a  s ufficie n t
c a u s e  for  forb e a r a n c e .   Wh e n  w e  a s s e m ble d  a t  t h e
m o r nin g  m e al  E u n a n e  a p p e a r e d  to  b e  co nscious  of e r ro r;
a t  a ll eve n t s,  h e r  m a n n e r  a n d  t e m p e r  w e r e  ch a n g e d.  
Watching  h e r  clos ely, I t ho u g h t  t h a t  n ei th e r  s h a m e
for  a n  ou t b r e a k  of u n wo n t e d  ex t r ava g a n c e  no r  fea r
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of my dis ple a s u r e  wo uld  a ccou n t  for  h e r  lan g uo r  a n d
d e p r e s sion.   Bu t  illne s s  is so  r a r e  a m o n g  a  r a c e
e d uc a t e d  for  cou n tle s s  g e n e r a tions  on  p rinciples  scie n tifically
so u n d  a n d  s a ni t a ry, inh e ri ting  no  s e e d s  of dis e a s e
fro m  t h ei r  a n c e s t ry, a n d  s afe  fro m  t h e  infec tion  of
e pid e mics  long  ex ti rp a t e d,  t h a t  no  a p p r e h e n sion  of
s e rious  p hysical c a u s e  for  h e r  ch a n g e s  of t e m p e r  a n d
co m plexion  e n t e r e d  in to my mi n d.   To s p a r e  h e r
w h e n  s h e  d e s e rve d  no  ind ulg e nc e  w as  t h e  s u r e s t  w ay
to  c all for th  E u n a n e’s b e s t  imp uls e s;  a n d  I w a s
no t  s u r p ri s e d  to  find  h er, soon  af t e r  t h e  p a r ty  h a d
dis p e r s e d,  in Eve e n a’s c h a m b er.  Tha t  all
t h e  a m e n d s  I could  d e si r e  h a d  b e e n  m a d e  a n d  a cc e p t e d
w a s  s ufficien tly evide n t .   Bu t  E u n a n e’s  a gi t a tion
w a s  so  violen t  a n d  p e r sis t e n t ,  d e s pi t e  all Eve e n a’s
soo t hing,  t h a t  I w a s  a t  las t  s e riously a p p r e h e n sive
of it s  effec t  u po n  t h e  la t t er.  The  m o m e n t  w e
w e r e  alon e  Eve e n a  s aid—

“I h ave  n ev e r  s e e n  illne s s,  b u t  if E u n a n e  is
no t  ill, a n d  ve ry ill, a ll I h ave  g a t h e r e d  in my fa th e r’s
ho us e hold  fro m  s uc h  books  a s  h e  h a s  allow e d  m e,  a n d
fro m  his  ow n  conve r s a tion,  d ec eives  m e  w holly; a n d
ye t  no  illne ss  of w hic h  I h ave  eve r  h e a r d  in t h e  sligh t e s t
d e g r e e  r e s e m bles  t his.”
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“I t ak e  it  to  b e ,” I s aid,  “w h a t
on  E a r t h  wo m e n  c all hys t e ri a  a n d  m e n  t e m p er.”

To t his  opinion,  how ever, I could  no t  a d h e r e  w h e n,
w a t c hing  h e r  closely, I no tic e d  t h e  evid e n t  lack  of
s pi ri t  a n d  s t r e n g t h  wi t h  w hich  t h e  m o s t  a c tive  a n d
e n e r g e tic  m e m b e r  of t h e  ho us e hold  w e n t  a bo u t  h e r  u s u al
p u r s ui t s .   A t e r rible  s u s picion  a t  fi r s t  e n t e r e d
my  min d,  b u t  w a s  w holly di scou n t e n a n c e d  by Eve e n a,
w ho  insis t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  no  conc eivable  m o tive
for  a n  a t t e m p t  to  inju r e  E u n a n e;  w hile  t h e  ide a  t h a t
misc hief d e sig n e d  for  o t h e r s  h a d  u nin t e n tion ally fallen
on  h e r  w a s  exclud e d  by t h e  ce r t ain ty t h a t ,  w h a t eve r
t h e  n a t u r e  of h e r  illne ss,  if i t w e r e  s uc h,  it  h a d
co m m e n c e d  b efo r e  ou r  r e t u r n.   Long  b efo r e  eve nin g
I h a d  co m m u nica t e d  wi th  Es m o,  a n d  r e c eive d  fro m  him
a  r e ply w hich,  t ho u g h  exc e e din gly u n s a tisfac to ry,
r a t h e r  confir m e d  Eve e n a’s imp r e s sion.   The
la t t e r  h a d  t ak e n  u po n  h e r s elf t h e  c a r e  of t h e  ev e nin g
m e al; b u t ,  b efo r e  w e  could  m e e t  t h e r e ,  my  ow n  obs e rv a tion
h a d  s u g g e s t e d  a n  al a r m  I d a r e d  no t  co m m u nic a t e  to
h e r—on e  w hich  a  wid e r  exp e rie nc e  t h a n  h e r s
could  n ei th e r  ve rify no r  dis p el.  Amon g  sy m p to m s
w holly alie n,  t h e r e  w e r e  on e  o r  t wo  w hich  s e n t  a  t h rill
of t e r ro r  to  my h e a r t ;—w hich  r e min d e d  m e
of t h e  m o s t  a wful a n d  d e s t r u c tive  of t h e  sco u r g e s
w h e r e wi th  my E as t e r n  life  h a d  r e n d e r e d  m e  b u t  too  fa miliar. 
I t  w a s  no t  u n n a t u r al  t h a t ,  if c a r ri e d  to  a  n e w  wo rld,
t h a t  fea rful di se a s e  s ho uld  a s s u m e  a  n e w  for m; b u t
how  could  it h ave  b e e n  conveye d?  how, if conveye d,
could  its  inc u b a tion  in so m e  u nk now n  vehicle  h ave
b e e n  so  long?  a n d  ho w  h a d  it  r e ac h e d  on e,  a n d  on e  only,
of my  ho u s e hold—on e,  m o r eover, w ho  h a d
no  a cc e s s  to  s uc h  few r elics  of my  ow n  wo rld  a s  I
h a d  r e t ain e d,  of w hich  Eve e n a  h a d  t h e  exclusive  c h a r g e?  
All Es mo’s knowle d g e,  ev e n  w e r e  h e  wit hin  r e a c h,
could  h a r dly h elp  m e  h e r e .   I d a r e d ,  of cou r s e ,
s u g g e s t  my  a p p r e h e n sion  to  no  on e,  le a s t  of all to
t h e  p a ti en t  h e r s elf.  As, tow a r d s  eve ning,  h e r
lang uo r  w a s  a g ain  exc h a n g e d  for  t h e  feve rish  exci t e m e n t
of t h e  p r evious  nigh t ,  I s eize d  on  so m e  p e t ul a n t  wo r d

521



a s  a n  excus e  to  confine  h e r  to  h e r  r oo m,  a n d,  s elfishly
e no u g h,  r e solved  to  invoke  t h e  h elp  of t h e  only m e m b e r
of t h e  fa mily w ho  s ho uld,  a n d  p e r h a p s  would,  b e  willing
to  r u n  p e r so n al r i sk  for  t h e  s ak e  of aiding  E u n a n e
in n e e d  a n d  p ro t ec ting  Eve e n a.   I h a d  s e e n  a s
ye t  ve ry li t tl e  of Velna,  E u n a n e’s sc hool co m p a nion;
b u t  now, c alling  h e r  a p a r t ,  I told  h e r  fr a nkly t h a t
I fea r e d  so m e  illne s s  of my  ow n  E a r t h  h a d  by so m e
m e a n s  b e e n  co m m u nica t e d  to  h e r  frien d.

“You h av e  h e r e ,” I s aid,  “fo r  a g e s
h a d  no  s uc h  dis e as e s  a s  t hos e  w hic h  w e  on  E a r t h  m o s t
d r e a d;  t hos e  w hich,  co m m u nic a t e d  t h ro u g h  w a t er, a ir,
o r  solid  p a r ticles,  s p r e a d  fro m  on e  p e r so n  to  a no t h er,
e n d a n g e ring  e s p eci ally t hos e  w ho  co m e  n e a r e s t  to  t h e
s uffe r e r s.   Whoeve r  a p p ro a c h e s  E u n a n e  risks  all
t h a t  I fea r  for  h er, a n d  t h a t  ‘all’ m e a n s
ve ry p ro b a bly s p e e dy d e a t h.   To leave  h e r  alon e
is impossible; a n d  if I c a n no t  r e po r t  t h a t  s h e  is
fully c a r e d  for  in o t h e r  h a n d s,  no  co m m a n d,  no t hin g
s ho r t  of a c t u al  co m p ulsion,  will ke e p  Eve e n a  a w ay fro m
h er.”
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The  gi rl  looked  u p  wi th  a  s t e a dy fr a nk  cou r a g e  a n d
u n affec t e d  r e a din e ss  I h a d  no t  exp e c t e d.

“I ow e  you  m u c h,  Clasfe m p t a ,  a n d  s till m o r e
p e r h a p s  to  Eve e n a.   My life is no t  so  p r e cious
t h a t  I s ho uld  no t  b e  r e a dy to  give  it a t  n e e d  for
ei t h e r  of you; a n d  if I s ho uld  los e  E u n a n e,  I wo uld
p r efe r  no t  to  live  to  r e m e m b e r  my loss.”

The  las t  wo r d s  r e mind e d  m e  t h a t  to  h e r  w ho  s pok e  d e a t h
m e a n t  a n nihila tion; a  fac t  w hich  h a s  d e p rive d  t h e
m e n  of h e r  r a c e  of n e a rly eve ry  ves tig e  of t h e  c alm
cou r a g e  no w  displaye d  by t his  youn g  gi rl, inde b t e d
a s  lit tle  a s  a ny h u m a n  b eing  co uld  b e  to  t h e  ins e nsible
influe nc e s  of ho m e  affec tion,  o r  t h e  di r ec t  m o r al  t e a c hin g
w hich  is so m e tim e s  s u p pos e d  to  b e  a  s ufficie n t  s u b s ti t u t e .  
I led  h e r  a t  onc e  in to  h e r  fri en d’s c h a m b er,
a n d  a  single  gl a nc e  s a tisfied  m e  t h a t  my  a p p r e h e n sions
w e r e  b u t  too  w ell-foun d e d.   Re m aining  long  e no u g h
to  a s s u r e  t h e  s uffe r e r  t h a t  t h e  displ e a s u r e  I h a d
affec t e d  h a d  w holly p a s s e d  a w ay, a n d  to  s u g g e s t  t h e
only m e a s u r e s  of r elief r a t h e r  t h a n  of r e m e dy t h a t
occ u r r e d  to  m e ,  I e n d e avou r e d  for  a  few m o m e n t s  to
collec t  my  t ho u g h t s  a n d  r e cove r  t h e  con t rol of my
n e rves  in solit ud e .   In  my ow n  ch a m b e r  Eve e n a
wo uld  a s s u r e dly h av e  so u g h t  m e ,  a n d  I c hos e  t h e r efo r e
on e  of t hos e  a s  ye t  u nocc u pied.   I t  did  no t  t ak e
long  to  convinc e  m e  t h a t  no  o r din a ry r e so u r c e s  a t
my  co m m a n d,  no  m e dical exp e rie nc e  of my  ow n,  no  p rofe ssion al
scie nc e  exis ting  a m o n g  a  r a c e  w ho  p ro b a bly n eve r  kn e w
t h e  dis e a s e  in q u e s tion,  a n d  h a d  no t  for  a g e s  know n
a nyt hing  like  it,  could  av ail m e .   My la t e r  s t u dies
in t h e  occ ult  s ci enc e  of E a s t e r n  sc hools  h a d  no t  fu rnish e d
m e  wit h  a ny a n tido t e  in  w hic h  I b elieve d  on  E a r t h,
a n d  if t h ey h a d,  it w a s  no t  h e r e  availabl e.   Des p ai r
r a t h e r  t h a n  ho p e  s u g g e s t e d  a n  a p p e al  to  t hos e  w hich
t h e  a n alogous  s ec r e t s  of t h e  S t a rligh t  mig h t  affo rd.  
Anxie ty, a gi t a tion,  p e r son al  in t e r e s t  so  pow e rful
a s  now  dis t u r b e d  m e,  a r e  g e n e r ally fa t al  to  t h e  exe rcis e
of t h e  po w e r s  r e c e n tly pl ac e d  a t  my  co m m a n d;  so  r ec e n tly
t h a t ,  b u t  for  Ter r e s t ri al  exp e rie nc e,  I s ho uld  h a r dly
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h ave  know n  ho w  to  u s e  t h e m.   Bu t  t h e  a r t s  w hic h
a s si s t  in a n d  facili t a t e  t h a t  t r e m e n do us  all-a b so r bing
conc e n t r a tion  of will on  w hich  t h e  exe r tion  of t hos e
pow e r s  d e p e n d s,  a r e  fa r  m o r e  fully d ev elop e d  in t h e
Zveltic  scie nc e  t h a n  in it s  E a r t hly a n alog u e s .  
A d e s p e r a t e  effor t ,  a id e d  by t hos e  a r t s ,  a t  la s t  con t rolled
my  t hou g h t s,  a n d  t u r n e d  t h e m  fro m  t h e  sick-roo m  to
t h a t  dis t a n t  c h a m b e r  in w hich  I h a d  so  la t ely s tood.

*       *       *       *  
    *

I s e e m e d  to  s t a n d  b e sid e  h er, a n d  a t  onc e  to  b e  a w a r e
t h a t  my  t ho u g h t  w a s  visible  to  t h e  clos e d  eyes.  
F ro m  lips  p al e r  t h a n  ever, wor d s—so g e n e r ally
r e s e m bling  t hos e  I h a d  p r eviously h e a r d  t h a t  so m e  r e a d e r s
m ay t hink  t h e m  t h e  m e r e  r e collec tion  t h e r eof—a p p e a r e d
to  r e a c h  my s e n s e  o r  my  min d  a s  fro m  a  g r e a t  dis t a nc e ,
s pok e n  in a  to n e  of min gled  pi ty, p ro mis e,  a n d  r e p roof:—
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“Wh a t  is you t h  o r  s ex o r  b e a u ty
in t h e  All-Co m m a n d e r’s sigh t?  
For  t h e  a r m  t h a t  s mo t e  a n d  s p a r e d  no t ,  s h all His
wisdo m  s p a r e  to  s mi t e?  
Yet, love  r e d e e m s  t h e  loving; ye t  in t hy n e e d  avail
The  So ul w hos e  ligh t  s u r ro u n d s  t h e e ,  t h e  fai t h
t h a t  will no t  fail. 
Thy lips  s h all soo t h e  t h e  t e r ror, c all to  yon  co uc h
afa r
The  solac e  of t h e  S e r p e n t ,  t h e  s h a dow  of t h e  S t a r !  
S t r e n g t h  s h all s u s t ain  t h e  s t r e n g t hle s s ,  no r  t h e
soft  h a n d  loos e  its
g r a s p
Of t h e  h a n d  it  t r u s t s  a n d  clings  to—till
a no t h e r  m e e t  its  cl as p.... 
—S t e el-h a r d  to  m a n’s  las t  a n g uis h,
w ax-soft  to  wo m a n’s m oo d!—
De a t h  q ui t s  no t  t h e  d e a t h-d e al e r;  blood  h a u n t s
t h e  life  of blood!”

*       *       *       *  
    *

Re t u r nin g  to  t h e  p e ri s tyle,  I e n cou n t e r e d  Eve e n a,
w ho  h a d  b e e n  s e eking  m e  a nxiously.  M uc h  al a r m e d
for  h er, I b a d e  h e r  r e t u r n  a t  onc e  to  h e r  roo m.  
S h e  ob eye d  a s  of cou r s e ,  e q u ally of cou r s e  s u r p ris e d
a n d  a  lit tle  m o r tified;  w hile  I, m a rvelling  by w h a t
conc eivable  m e a n s  t h e  pl a g u e  of Cairo  o r  Cons t a n tinople
could  h ave  b e e n  conveye d  a c ros s  for ty million  miles
of s p ac e  a n d  so m e  t wo  ye a r s  of E a r t hly ti m e,  p a c e d
t h e  p e ris tyle  for  a  few min u t e s .   As I did  so,
my  eye  fell on  t h e  ro s e s  w hich  g r e w  jus t  w h e r e  c h a nc e
a r r e s t e d  my s t e ps .   If t h ey do  no t  affo rd  a n  explan a tion
w hich  scie n tific m e dicine  will a d mi t,  I c a n  s u g g e s t
no  o t h er.  Bu t,  if i t w e r e  so,  how  fea rfully t r u e
t h e  w a r nin g!—by w h a t  a  mys t e rious  fa t e
did  d e a t h  do g  my foots t e p s ,  a n d  “blood  h a u n t
t h e  life  of blood!”

The  r e a d e r  m ay  no t  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  t h e  c e n t r al  ch a m b e r
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of t h e  wo m e n’s  a p a r t m e n t s,  n ex t  to  w hich  w a s
E u n a n e’s, h a d  b e e n  left  vaca n t .   This I
d e t e r min e d  to  occu py mys elf, a n d  b a d e  t h e  gi rls  r e m ove
a t  onc e  to  t hos e  on  it s  r i gh t ,  a s  ye t  u n allo t t e d .  
I close d  t h e  roo m,  t h r e w  off my  d r e s s ,  a n d  e n d e avou r e d
by m e a n s  of t h e  p e rfu m e d  s how e r-b a t h  to  d rive  fro m
my p e r son  w h a t  t r a c e s  of t h e  infec tion  mi g h t  cling
to  it; for  Eve e n a  h a d  t h e  keys  of all my  c a s e s  a n d
of t h e  m e dicin e-c h e s t ,  a n d  I could  no t  m a k e  u p  my
min d  to  r ecl ai m t h e m  by a  sim ple  u n explain e d  m e s s a g e
s e n t  by a n  a m b a ,  or, s till wo r s e ,  by t h e  h a n d s  of E nva
o r  Eive.   I laid  t h e  clo th es  I h a d  wo r n  on  on e
of t h e  s h elves  of t h e  w all, closing  ove r  t h e m  t h e
c rys t al doo r s  of t h e  s u nk e n  cu p bo a r d;  a n d,  h aving
ob t ain e d  t h ro u g h  t h e  a m b a n  a  d r e s s  w hich  I h a d  no t
wo r n  sinc e  my r e t u r n ,  a n d  w hich  t h e r efo r e  could  h a r dly
h ave  a bo u t  i t a ny t r ac e  of infec tion,  I sou g h t  Eve e n a
in h e r  ow n  roo m.

Tha t  so m e t hin g  h a d  gon e  w ro n g,  a n d  g r avely w ro n g,
s h e  could  no t  b u t  know; a n d  I foun d  h e r  silen t  a n d
c al m, ind e e d,  b u t  w e e pin g  bi t t e rly, w h e t h e r  for  t h e
a p p r e h e n sion  of d a n g e r  to  m e ,  o r  for  w h a t  s e e m e d  w a n t
of t r u s t  in  h er.  I a sk e d  h e r  for  t h e  keys,  a n d
s h e  g ave  t h e m;  b u t  wi t h  a  m u t e  a p p e al  t h a t  m a d e  t h e
conc e alm e n t  I d e si r e d,  how eve r  n ec e s s a ry, no  long e r
pos sible.   Gen tly, c a u tiously a s  I could,  b u t  sof t e ning,
no t  hiding,  a ny p a r t  of t h e  t r u t h,  I g ave  h e r  t h e
full confide nc e  to  w hich  s h e  w a s  e n ti tl ed,  a n d  w hich,
onc e  forc e d  ou t  of t h e  silenc e  p r e s e rve d  for  h e r  s ak e,
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it  w a s  a n  infini t e  r elief to  give.   If I could
no t  obs e rve  e q u al  g e n tle n e s s  of wor d  a n d  m a n n e r  in
a b solu t ely forbiddin g  h e r  to  a p p ro a c h,  ei t h e r  E u n a n e’s
c h a m b e r  o r  my  ow n,  it  w a s  b e c a u s e ,  t h e  m o m e n t  s h e
conc eive d  w h a t  I w a s  a bo u t  to  s ay, h e r  al mos t  indig n a n t
r evolt  fro m  t h e  co m m a n d  w a s  a p p a r e n t .   For  t h e
fir s t  a n d  las t  ti m e  s h e  dis tinc tly a n d  fir mly r efu s e d
co m plianc e ,  no t  m e r ely wi th  t h e  kindly t ho u g h  ve ry
d ecide d  r e q u e s t  a t  fi r s t  s pok e n,  b u t  wi th  t h e  for m al
a n d  p e r e m p to ry  co m m a n d  by w hich  I e n d e avou r e d  to  e nfo rc e
it.

“You co m m a n d  m e  to  n e glec t  a  sis t e r  in  p e ril
a n d  s uffe ring,” s h e  s aid.   “It  is
no t  kind;  it  is h a r dly wo r t hy of you; b u t  my  fir s t
d u ty is to  you, a n d  you  h ave  t h e  rig h t ,  if you  will,
to  insis t  t h a t  I s h all r e s e rve  my life  for  you r  s ak e.  
Bu t  you co m m a n d  m e  also  to  for s ak e  you in d a n g e r  a n d
in so r row; a n d  no t hin g  b u t  t h e  a b solu t e  forc e  you  m ay
of cou r s e  e m ploy s h all co m p el  m e  to  ob ey you  in t h a t .”

“I u n d e r s t a n d  you, Eve e n a;  a n d  you, in you r
t u r n ,  m u s t  t hink  a n d  feel t h a t  I in t e n d  to  exp r e s s
n ei t h e r  dis ple a s u r e  no r  p ain; t h a t  I m e a n  no  h a r s h n e s s
to  you, no  les s  r e s p e c t  a s  w ell a s  love  t h a n  I h ave
alw ays  s how n  you, w h e n  I s ay t h a t  ob ey you  s h all;
t h a t  t h e  s a m e  s e n s e  of d u ty w hich  imp els  you  to  r efu s e
obliges  m e  to  e nfo rc e  my  co m m a n d.   At no  ti m e
wo uld  I h ave  allow e d  you  to  risk  you r  life  w h e r e  o t h e r s
mig h t  b e  av ailable.   Bu t  if you  w e r e  t h e  only
on e  w ho  could  h elp,  I s ho uld,  u n d e r  o t h e r  ci rcu m s t a n c e s,
h ave  fel t  t h a t  t h e  s a m e  p a r a m o u n t  d u ty t h a t  a t t a c h e s
to  m e  a t t a c h e d  in a  ligh t e r  d e g r e e  to  you r s elf. 
N ow, a s  you  w ell know, t h e  c a s e  is diffe r e n t;  a n d
eve n  w e r e  E u n a n e  no t  q ui t e  s afe  in my  h a n d s  a n d  in
Velna’s, you  m u s t  no t  r u n  a  r i sk  t h a t  c a n  b e
avoid e d.   You will p ro mis e  m e  to  r e m ain  on  t his
side  t h e  p e ris tyle  o r  in t h e  fu r t h e r  h alf of it,  o r
I m u s t  confine  you  p e rfo rc e;  a n d  it  is no t  kind  o r
righ t  in t his  ho u r  of t rou ble  to  impos e  u po n  m e  so
p ainful a  t a sk.”
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With  eve ry  to n e ,  look, a n d  c a r e s s  t h a t  could  exp r e s s
affec tion  a n d  sy m p a t hy, Eve e n a  a n s w e r e d—

“Do w h a t  s e e m s  you r  d u ty, a n d  do  no t  t hink  t h a t
I mis u n d e r s t a n d  you r  m o tive  o r  feel t h e  s h a do w  of
h u milia tion  o r  u nkin d n e s s .   M ak e  m e  ob ey if you
c a n,  p u nis h  m e  if I disob ey; b u t  ob ey you, w h e n  you
t ell m e ,  for  my  ow n  life’s s ak e  o r  for  a ny o t h er,
to  d e s e r t  you in t h e  ho u r  of n e e d,  of d a n g er, a n d
of so r row, I n ei t h e r  will no r  c a n .”  I cu t
s ho r t  t h e  sc e n e,  bid ding  h e r  a  p a s sion a t e  fa r e w ell
in  view of t h e  p ro b a bili ty t h a t  w e  s ho uld  no t  m e e t
a g ain.   I clos e d  t h e  doo r  b e hin d  m e,  h aving  c alle d
h e r  w ho m  a t  t his  m o m e n t  a n d  in t his  c a s e  I could  b e s t
t r u s t ,  b e c a u s e  h e r  wor s e  a s  w ell a s  h e r  b e t t e r  q u ali tie s
w e r e  alike  g u a r a n t e e s  for  h e r  ob e die nc e .

“Enva,” I s aid,  “you  will ke e p  t hi s
roo m  till I r el e a s e  you; a n d  you will a n s w e r  it  to
m e,  a s  t h e  wo r s t  faul t  you  c a n  co m mit,  if Eve e n a  p a s s e s
t his  t h r e s hold,  u n d e r  w h a t eve r  ci rcu m s t a nc e s ,  u n til
I give  h e r  p e r mission,  o r  u n til, if it  b e  b eyon d  my
pow e r  to  give  it, h e r  fa th e r  t ak e s  t h e  r e s po nsibili tie s
of my ho m e  u po n  hi m s elf.”
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I p roc u r e d  t h e  s e d a tives  w hich  mig h t  r elieve  t h e  s uffe ring
I could  no t  ho p e  to  c u r e .   I w ro t e  to  Es mo,  s t a ting
b ri efly b u t  fully t h e  posi tion  a s  I conc eived  it;
a n d,  on  a  s u g g e s tion  fro m  Eive,  I d e s p a t c h e d  a no t h e r
m e s s a g e  to  a  fe m ale  p hysician  of so m e  r e p u t e—on e
of t hos e  few wo m e n  in M a r s  w ho  le a d  t h e  life  a n d  do
t h e  wo rk  of m e n,  a n d  for  w hos e  a t t e n d a n c e,  a s  I r e m e m b e r e d,
E u n a n e  h a d  exp r e s s e d  a  s t ro n g  t h eo r e tical p r efe r e nc e .

F ro m  t h a t  tim e  I sc a r c ely left  h e r  ch a m b e r  s ave  for
a  few min u t e s ,  a n d  Velna  r e m ain e d  co ns t a n tly a t  h e r
frien d’s side,  s ave  w h e n,  to  give  h e r  a t  le a s t
a  c h a nc e  of e s c a p e,  I s e n t  h e r  to  h e r  r oo m  to  b a t h e,
c h a n g e  h e r  d r e s s ,  a n d  s e ek  t h e  fre s h  ai r  for  t h e  h alf
ho u r  d u rin g  w hich  alon e  I could  p e r s u a d e  h e r  to  leave
t h e  s uffe r er.  The  daf tare  (m a n-wo m a n)
p hysician  c a m e,  b u t  on  le a r ning  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  dis e a s e ,
exp r e s s e d  in t e n s e  indig n a tion  t h a t  s h e  h a d  b e e n  s u m m o n e d
to  a  posi tion  of so  m u c h  d a n g e r  to  h e r s elf.

I a n s w e r e d  by a  con t e m p t uo u s  inqui ry r e g a r ding  t h e
p ric e  for  w hich  s h e  wo uld  r u n  so  m u c h  risk  a s  to  r e m ain
in t h e  p e ri s tyle  so  long  a s  I mig h t  h ave  n e e d  of h e r
p r e s e n c e;  a n d,  for  a  fee  w hich  would  e n s u r e  h e r  a
life-inco m e  a s  la r g e  a s  t h a t  s ec u r e d  to  Eve e n a  h e r s elf,
s h e  cons e n t e d  to  r e m ain  wit hin  s p e aking  dis t a nc e  for
t h e  few ho u r s  in w hich  t h e  q u e s tion  m u s t  b e  d e cid e d.  
E u n a n e  w a s  s eldo m  ins e n sible  o r  eve n  d eli rious,  a n d
h e r  q uick in t ellige nc e  c a u g h t  ve ry s p e e dily t h e  m e a nin g
of my clos e  a t t e n d a nc e,  a n d  of t h e  di s t r e s s  w hich  n ei t h e r
Velna  no r  I could  w holly conc e al.  S h e  a sk e d  a n d
ex t r ac t e d  fro m  m e  w h a t  I kn e w  of t h e  o rigin  of h e r
illnes s,  a n d  a n s w e r e d,  wi th  a  fa r  s t ro n g e r  feeling
t h a n  I s ho uld  h ave  exp e c t e d  eve n  fro m  h e r—

“If I a m  to  di e,  I a m  gla d  it  s ho uld  b e  t h ro u g h
t rying  to  s e rve  a n d  ple a s e  Eve e n a....  I t  m ay
s e e m  s t r a n g e,  Clasfe m p t a ,” s h e  w e n t  on  p r e s e n tly,
“sc a rc ely pos sible  p e r h a p s;  b u t  my  love  for  h e r
is no t  only g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h e  love  I b e a r  you, b u t
is so  bo u n d  u p  wi t h  it  t h a t  I a lw ays  t hink  of you
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tog e t h er, a n d  love  you t h e  b e t t e r  t h a t  I love  h er,
a n d  t h a t  you  love  h e r  so  m u c h  b e t t e r  t h a n  m e.... 
Bu t,” s h e  r e s u m e d  la t er, “it  is h a r d  to
die,  a n d  di e  so  youn g.   I h a d  n eve r  know n  w h a t
h a p pin es s  m e a n t  till I c a m e  h e r e . ...  I h ave  b e e n
so  h a p py h e r e ,  a n d  I w a s  h a p pie r  e a c h  d ay in feeling
t h a t  I no  long e r  m a d e  Eve e n a  o r  you  les s  h a p py. 
Ah! le t  m e  t h a nk  you  a n d  Eve e n a  w hile  I c a n  for  ev e ryt hin g,
a n d  a bove  all for  Velna....  Bu t,” af t e r
a no t h e r  long  p a u s e ,  “it  is t e r rible  a n d  ho r rible—n eve r
to  w ak e,  to  m ove,  to  h e a r  you r  voices,  to  s e e  you,
to  look u po n  t h e  s u nligh t ,  to  t hink,  o r  eve n  to  d r e a m
a g ain!  Onc e,  to  r e m ove  a  too t h  a n d  s t r aig h t e n
t h e  r e s t ,  t h ey  m a d e  m e  s e n s ele s s;  a n d  t h a t  sinking
into  s e n s el e s s n es s,  t hou g h  I kn e w  I s hould  w ak e n  in
a  min u t e ,  w a s  ho r rible;  a n d—to  sink  in to
s e n s ele s s n e ss  fro m  w hic h  I s h all n eve r  w ak e n!”

S h e  w a s  sinking  fas t  ind e e d,  a n d  t his  t e r ro r  of d e a t h ,
so  s eldo m  s e e n  in  t h e  dying,  g r e w  a p p a r e n tly d e e p e r
a n d  m o r e  in t e n s e  a s  d e a t h  d r e w  n e ar.  I could
no t  b e a r  it, a n d  a t  las t  took my r e solve  a n d  dis miss e d
Velna,  forbidding  h e r  to  r e t u r n  till s u m m o n e d.
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“Ah!” s aid  E u n a n e,  “you  s e n d  h e r
a w ay t h a t  s h e  m ay  no t  s e e  t h e  las t .   Is  it  so
n e a r?”

“No, d a rling!” I r e plied  (she ,  like  Eve e n a,
h a d  lea r n t  t h e  m e a nin g  of on e  o r  t wo  exp r e ssions  of
h u m a n  affec tion  in my ow n  to n g u e), “bu t  I h ave
t h a t  to  s ay w hich  I would  no t  willingly s ay  in  h e r
p r e s e n c e .   You d r e a d  d e a t h  no t  a s  a  s ho r t  t e r rible
p ain,  a n d  for  you  it  will no t  b e  so,  no t  a s  a  s ho r t
sle e p,  b u t  a s  e t e r n al  s e n s ele s s n e ss  a n d  no t hin g n e s s .  
H a s  it  n ev e r  s e e m e d  to  you  s t r a n g e  t h a t ,  loving  Eve e n a
a s  I do,  I do  no t  fea r  to  di e?   Thou g h
you  did  no t  know  it, I h ave  lived  al mos t  since  fir s t
you  kn e w  m e  u n d e r  t h e  t h r e a t  of d e a t h;  a n d  d e a t h  s u d d e n,
s ec r e t ,  wi thou t  w a r ning,  m e n a cin g  m e  eve ry  d ay a n d
eve ry ho ur.  And yet ,  t hou g h  d e a t h  m e a n t  leaving
h e r  a n d  le aving  h e r  to  a  fa t e  I could  no t  for e s e e,
I h ave  b e e n  a ble  to  look on  it s t e a dily.  Kne eling
h e r e ,  I know  t h a t  I a m  ve ry p ro b a bly giving  my life
to  t h e  s a m e  e n d  a s  you r s.   I do  no t  fear. 
Tha t  m ay  no t  s e e m  s t r a n g e  to  you; b u t  Eve e n a  know s
all I know, a n d  I could  sc a r c ely k e e p  Eve e n a  a w ay. 
So  loving  e a c h  o th er, w e  do  no t  fea r  to  di e,
b ec a u s e  w e  b elieve,  w e  know, t h a t  t h a t  in u s  w hich
t hinks,  a n d  feels,  a n d  loves  will live; t h a t  in d e a t h
w e  lay a side  t h e  body a s  w e  lay a sid e  ou r  wo r n-ou t
clo thin g.   If I t hou g h t  o t h e r wis e,  E u n a n e,  I could
no t  b e a r  t his  p a r tin g.”

S h e  cl as p e d  my h a n d s,  al mos t  a s  m u c h  s u r p ris e d  a n d
touc h e d,  I t hou g h t ,  for  t h e  m o m e n t  by  t h e  exp r e s sion
of a n  affec tion  of w hich  till t h a t  ho u r  n ei th e r  of
u s  w e r e  fully a w a r e ,  a s  by  t h e  m a rvellous  a n d  inc r e dible
a s s u r a nc e  s h e  h a d  h e a r d .

“Ah!” s h e  s aid,  “I h ave  h e a r d  h e r
p eo ple  a r e  s t r a n g e,  a n d  t h ey d r e a m  s uc h  t hin gs.  
N o,  Clasfe m p t a ,  i t is a  fancy, o r  you  s ay it to  co mfor t
m e ,  no t  b ec a u s e  it  is t r u e .”
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The  exp r e s sion  of t e r ro r  t h a t  a g ain  c a m e  ove r  h e r
fac e  w a s  too  p ainful for  e n d u r a n c e .   To c alm  t h a t
t e r ro r  I would  h ave  b rok e n  eve ry  oa t h,  h ave  ri sk e d
eve ry p e n al ty.  But  in t r u t h  I could  n ev e r  h av e
p a u s e d  to  a sk  w h a t  in s uc h  a  c a s e  oa t h  o r  law p e r mi t t e d,
“Lis t e n,  E u n a n e,” I s aid,  “an d  b e
c al m.   No t  only Eve e n a,  no t  only I, b u t  h u n d r e d s ,
t hous a n d s,  of t h e  b e s t  a n d  kindlie s t  m e n  a n d  wo m e n
of you r  world  hold  t his  fai t h  a s  fas t  a s  w e  do. 
You feel w h a t  Eve e n a  is.  Wh a t  s h e  is a n d  w h a t
o th e r s  a r e  no t ,  s h e  ow e s  to  t hi s  t r u s t :—to
t h e  a s s u r a nc e  of a  Pow e r  u n s e e n,  t h a t  r ul e s  ou r  lives
a n d  for t u n e s  a n d  w a t c h e s  ou r  con d u c t ,  t h a t  will ex ac t
a n  a ccou n t  t h e r eof, t h a t  holds  u s  a s  His  c hild r e n,
a n d  will n eve r  p a r t  wi th  u s .   Do you  t hink  it  is
a  lie  t h a t  h a s  m a d e  Eve e n a  w h a t  s h e  is?”

“But  you  t hin k , you do  no t  know.”

“Yes, I know; I h av e  s e e n.”  H e r e
a  touc h,  b r e a king  s u d d e nly u po n  t h a t  in t e ns e  conc e n t r a tion
of mi nd  a n d  soul on  a  single  t hou g h t ,  violen tly s t a r tl e d
m e,  g e n tl e  a s  it w a s;  a n d  to  my ho r ro r  I s a w  t h a t  Eve e n a
w a s  kn e eling  wit h  m e  by t h e  couc h.

“Re m e m b er,” s h e  s aid,  in  t h e  lowe s t ,  s a d d e s t
w hisp er, “’th e  Veil t h a t  g u a r d s  t h e  S h rin e.’”

“No m a t t er, Eve e n a,” I a n s w e r e d  in t h e
s a m e  ton e,  t h e  p ain  a t  my  h e a r t  s u p p r e s sin g  eve n  t h e
imp uls e  of indign a tion,  no t  wi th  h er, b u t  wi th  t h e
law t h a t  could  p u t  s uc h  a  t hou g h t  in to  h e r  h e a r t .  
“N ei th e r  p e n al ty no r  oa t h  s ho uld  silenc e  m e
now.  Wh e t h e r  I b r e ak  ou r  law I know  no t;  b u t
I would  forfei t  life h e r e—I wo uld  forfei t
life  h e r e af t er, r a t h e r  t h a n  fail a  so ul t h a t  r e s t s
on  min e  a t  s uc h  a  m o m e n t .”
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The  cla s p  of h e r  h a n d  s how e d  ho w  t ho ro u g hly, d e s pi t e
t h e  m o m e n t a ry  dou b t ,  s h e  fel t  wi th  m e;  a n d  I could
no t  now  r e c u r  to  t h a t  s eco n d a ry  s elfishn e s s  w hich
h a d  so  imp e riously r e p elled  h e r  fro m  t h e  sick-c h a m b er.

“I h ave  s e e n,” I r e p e a t e d,  a s  E u n a n e  s till
looke d  e a r n e s tly in to  my face,  “a n d  Eve e n a  h a s
s e e n  a t  t h e  s a m e  m o m e n t,  on e  long  a g e s  sinc e  d e p a r t e d
t his  world—t h e  Teac h e r  of t his  b elief, t h e
Fou n d e r  of t h a t  Socie ty w hich  holds  i t, t h e  a nc es to r
of h e r  ow n  ho us e—in bo dily for m  b efo r e
u s .”

“It  is t r u e ,” s aid  Eve e n a,  in  a n s w e r  to
E u n a n e’s  a p p e aling  look.

“And I,” I a d d e d,  “have  s e e n  m o r e
t h a n  onc e  in my ow n  wo rld  t h e  for ms  of t hos e  I h av e
know n  in life  r e c alle d,  a cco r ding  to  p ro mis e,  to  h u m a n
eye s.”

The  t e s ti mo ny, o r  t h e  con t a gion  of t h e  s t ro n g  u n do u b tin g
confide nc e  w e  felt  t h e r ein,  if t h ey  did  no t  convinc e
t h e  in t ellec t ,  c h a n g e d  t h e  ton e  of t ho u g h t  a n d  feeling
of t h e  dying  gi rl.  Too w e a k  now  to  r e a son,  o r
to  r e sis t  t h e  imp r e s sion  e nforc e d  u po n  h e r  mi n d  by
min d s  alw ays  fa r  m o r e  pow e rful t h a n  h e r  ow n  in it s
b rig h t e s t  ho u r s ,  s h e  t u r n e d  ins tinc tively fro m  t h e
t hou g h t  of bl ackn es s,  s e n s el e s s n e s s  e t e r n al, to  t h a t
of a  Fa t h e r  w hos e  h a n d  could  u p hold,  of t h e  wings  t h a t
c a n  lea p  t h e  g r ave.   H e r  lef t  h a n d  cla s p e d  in
min e,  h e r  r ig h t  in Eve e n a’s,— looking
m os t  in my fac e,  b e c a u s e  w e a k n e s s  le a n t  on  s t r e n g t h
eve n  m o r e  t h a n  love  a p p e ale d  to  love—E u n a n e
s p e n t  t h e  r e m aining  ho u r s  of t h a t  nigh t  in c al m  con t e n t m e n t
a n d  p e ac e.   Pe r h a p s  t h ey  w e r e  a m o n g  t h e  m o s t  p e rf ec tly
p e a c eful a n d  h a p py s h e  h a d  know n.   To s t ro n g,  w a r m,
s h el t e ring  affec tion  s h e  h a d  n eve r  b e e n  u s e d  s ave  in
h e r  n e w  ho m e;  a n d  in  t h e  love  s h e  r ec eived  a n d  r e t u r n e d
t h e r e  w a s  m u c h  too  s t r a n g e  a n d  s elf-co n t r a dic ting
to  b e  s a tisfac to ry.  Bu t  no  s h a dow  of jealousy,
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do u b t ,  o r  con t r a dic to ry e m o tion  t r ou ble d  h e r  now: 
a s s u r e d  of Eve e n a’s sis t e rly love  a s  of my  ow n
h a r dly a n d  la t ely won  t r u s t  a n d  t e n d e r n e s s.

The  ligh t  h a d  b e e n  long  s u b d u e d,  a n d  t h e  c h a m b e r  w as
di m  a s  di m m e s t  twiligh t ,  w h e n  s u d d e nly, wi t h  a  s mile,
E u n a n e  c rie d—

“It  is m o r nin g  al r e a dy! a n d  t h e r e ,—w hy,
t h e r e  is E r m e.”

S h e  s t r e t c h e d  ou t  h e r  a r m s  a s  if to  g r e e t  t h e  on e
c r e a t u r e  s h e  h a d  loved—p e r h a p s  m o r e  d e a rly
t h a n  s h e  loved  t hos e  no w  b e sid e  h er.  The  h a n d s
d ro p p e d;  a n d  Eve e n a’s clos e d  for  eve r  on  t h e
sigh t s  of t his  world  t h e  eye s  w hos e  las t  vision  h a d
b e e n  of a no t h er.

CHAPTER XXVIII — DARKER YET.

Le a ding  Eve e n a  fro m  t h e  roo m,  I h a s tily dic t a t e d  eve ry
p r e c a u tion  t h a t  could  di minish  t h e  d a n g e r  to  h e r  a n d
o th e r s .   Velna  h a d  r u n  r isks  t h a t  could  no t  w ell
b e  inc r e a s e d ,  a n d  on  h e r  a n d  on  mys elf m u s t  d evolve
w h a t  r e m ain e d  to  b e  do n e.   I s e n t  a n  a m b a  to  s u m m o n
Davilo, g a t h e r e d  t h e  g a r m e n t s  t h a t  Eve e n a  h a d  t h ro w n
off, a n d  r e m ove d  t h e m  to  t h e  d e a t h-c h a m b er.  Whe n
t h e  fir s t  a r r a n g e m e n t s  w e r e  m a d e,  a n d  I h a d  p aid  t h e
fee  of Aston a,  t h e  wo m a n-p hysician,  I p a s s e d  ou t  in to
t h e  g a r d e n,  a n d  Davilo m e t  m e  a t  t h e  doo r  of t h e  p e ris tyle.  
A few wo r d s  explain e d  all t h a t  w a s  n e c e s s a ry. 
I t  w a s  s till a l mos t  d a rk;  a n d  a s  w e  s tood  clos e  by
t h e  door, s p e akin g  in t h e  low to n e  p a r tly of s a d n e s s ,
p a r t ly of p r e c a u tion,  t wo  figu r e s  w e r e  di mly di sc e r nible
jus t  inside,  a n d  w e  c a u g h t  a  few b rok e n  wo r d s.
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“You h av e  h e a r d,” s aid  a  h a r s h  voice,
w hich  s e e m e d  to  b e  Aston a’s, “ th e r e  is
no  do u b t  now.  You h ave  you r  p a r t  to  pl ay, a n d
c a n  do  it q uickly a n d  s afely.”

I p aid  lit tle  a t t e n tion  to  wo r ds  w hos e  d a n g e ro us  sig nificanc e
wo uld  a t  a no t h e r  m o m e n t  h av e  b e e n  plain  to  m e .  
Bu t  Davilo, g r e a tly al a r m e d,  laid  his  h a n d  u po n  my
a r m.   As h e  did  so,  a no t h e r  voice  t h rilled  m e
wi th  in t e ns es t  p ain  a n d  a m az e m e n t .

“Be  q uick  to  b e a r  you r  m e s s a g e,” Eive
s aid,  in r a pid  g u a r d e d  ton es .   “They h ave
m e a n s  of ven g e a n c e  c e r t ain  a n d  p ro m p t,  a n d  t h ey n eve r
s p a r e .”

Aston a  d e p a r t e d  wi thou t  s e ein g  u s .   Eive  close d
t h e  door, a n d  Davilo a n d  I, h a s tily a n d  u n p e r c eived,
follow e d  t h e  s py to  t h e  g a t e  of t h e  e n clos u r e .  
So m e  on e  w ai t e d  for  h e r  t h e r e .   Wh a t  p a s s e d  w e
could  no t  h e a r;  b u t ,  a s  w e  s a w  Aston a  a n d  a no t h e r
d e p a r t ,  Davilo s pok e  imp r u d e n tly alou d—

“Sh e  h a s  t h e  s ec r e t ,  a n d  s h e  m u s t  die .  
‘Nay’ (as  I wo uld  h av e  expos t ula t e d),
s h e  is s py, t r ai t r e s s ,  a n d  a s s a s sin,  a n d  m e ri t s  h e r
doo m  m o s t  r ichly.”

“His t!” s aid  I, “you r  wo r d s  m ay
h ave  fallen  in to  o t h e r  e a r s;” for  I t hou g h t
t h a t  b eyon d  t h e  w all I disce r n e d  a  c ro uc hing  figu r e .  
If t h a t  of a  m a n ,  how ever, it  w a s  too  fa r  off, a n d
d r e s s e d  in colou r s  too  d a rk,  to  b e  cle a rly s e e n;  a n d
in a no t h e r  ins t a n t  it  h a d  c e r t ainly vanis h e d.

“Re m e m b er,” h e  u r g e d,  “you  h ave
h e a r d  t h a t  on e  q ui t e  a s  d a n g e ro us  is u n d e r  you r  ow n
roof; a n d,  onc e  m o r e ,  it is no t  only you r  life  t h a t
is a t  s t ak e.   Wh a t  you  c all cou r a g e,  w h a t  s e e m s
to  u s  s h e e r  folly, m ay cos t  you  a n d  o th e r s  w h a t  you
value  fa r  m o r e  t h a n  you r  life.  An e r ro r  of sof tn e s s
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now  m ay  m a k e  you r  fu tu r e  exis t e n c e  on e  long  a n d  u s ele s s
r e m o r s e .”

H alf-a n-ho u r  la t er, h aving  w a r n e d  t h e  wo m e n  to  t h ei r
roo m s—or d e rin g  a  va rie ty of disinfec ting
m e a s u r e s  in w hich  M a r ti al s cie nc e  exc elled  w hile  t h ey
w e r e  n e e d e d  t h e r e—I op e n e d  t h e  doo r  of t h e
d e a t h  c h a m b e r  to  t hos e  w ho  c a r ri e d  in  a  coffe r  hollow e d
ou t  of a  d a rk,  exce e dingly d e n s e  n a t u r al  s to n e ,  a n d
h alf-filled  wi th  a  liquid  of e no r m o u s  d e s t r uc tive
pow er.  The n  I lift e d  t e n d e rly t h e  lifele s s  for m,
laid  it on  c us hions  a r r a n g e d  t h e r ein,  kiss e d  t h e  lips,
a n d  clos e d  t h e  coffer.  Two of Davilo’s
a t t e n d a n t s  h a d  m e a n ti m e  a djus t e d  t h e  elec t ric  m a c hin e ry. 
We c a r ri e d  t h e  coffe r  in to  t h e  a p a r t m e n t  w h e r e  t his
wo rk e d  to  h e a t  t h e  s tove,  to  ke e p  t h e  ligh t s  b u r nin g,
to  r ais e,  w a r m,  a n d  diffus e  t h e  w a t e r  t h ro u g h  t h e
ho us e,  a n d  p e rfo r m  m a ny o t h e r  im po r t a n t  ho u s e hold
s e rvices .   Two s t ron g  b a r s  of con d uc ting  m e t al
w e r e  a t t ac h e d  to  t h e  a p p a r a t u s ,  a n d  fit t e d  in to t wo
hollows  of t h e  coffer.  A flas h,  a  c e r t ain  hi ssing
so u n d,  follow e d.   Afte r  a  few m o m e n t s  t h e  coffe r
w a s  op e n e d,  a n d  Davilo, c a r efully g a t h e ring  a  few
h a n dfuls  of solid  w hi t e  m a t e ri al, so m e t hing  r e s e m bling
p u mic e  s to n e  in a p p e a r a n c e ,  plac e d  t h e m  in a  golde n
c h e s t  a bo u t  t w elve  inch e s  c u b e,  w hic h  w a s  t h e n  solde r e d
dow n  by t h e  h e a t  d e rive d  fro m  t h e  el ec t ric  pow er. 
The n  all infec t e d  clo th es  a n d  t h e  con t e n t s  of t h e
d e a t h  c h a m b e r  w e r e  c a r ri ed  ou t  for  d e s t r uc tion;  w hile,
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with  a  tool a dju s t e d  to  t h e  m a c hin e ry, on e  of t h e
a t t e n d a n t s  e n g r av e d  a  few c h a r a c t e r s  u po n  t h e  c h e s t .  
Wh a t eve r  t h e  risk,  I could  no t  p a r t  wi th  eve ry  r elic
of h e r  w e  h a d  los t;  a n d,  af t e r  p a s sing  t h e m  t h rou g h
s uc h  c h e mic al p u rifica tion  a s  M a r ti al s cie nc e  s u g g e s t e d ,
I took t h e  t h r e e  long  c h e s t n u t  locks  I h a d  p r e s e rve d.  
Velna’s q uick  fing e r s  wove  t h e m  in to  pl ai t s ,
on e  of w hic h  I lef t  wi th  h er, on e  bo u n d  a ro u n d  my
ow n  n e ck, a n d  on e  r e s e rve d  for  Eve e n a.   As soon
a s  t h e  s u n  h a d  r is e n ,  I h a d  d e s p a tc h e d  a  m e s s a g e  to
t h e  P rince ,  explaining  t h e  d a n g e r  of infec tion  to
w hich  I h a d  b e e n  s u bjec t e d ,  a n d  a sking  p e r mission
no twit h s t a n din g  to  w ai t  u po n  hi m.   The  e m e r g e n cy
w a s  so  p r e s sin g  t h a t  n ei t h e r  so r row  no r  p e ril wo uld
allow m e  to  n e glec t  a n  e m b a s sy on  w hich  t h e  lives
of h u n d r e d s,  a n d  p e r h a p s  t h e  s afe ty of his  king do m,
mig h t  d e p e n d.   Passing  Eive  a s  I t u r n e d  tow a r d s
Eve e n a’s roo m, a n d  feve r e d  wi th  in t e n s e  t hi r s t ,
I b a d e  h e r  b ring  m e  t hi t h e r  a  c u p  of t h e  c a r c a r a .  
I n e e d  no t  d w ell on  t h e  t e r ribly p ainful m o m e n t s  in
w hich  I bo u n d  ro u n d  Eve e n a’s  a r m  a  b r a c el e t
p rized  a bove  all t h e  c hoices t  o r n a m e n t s  s h e  poss e s s e d.  
To c al m  h e r  a gi t a tion  a n d  my  ow n  by m e a n s  of t h e  c h a r ny,
I sou g h t  t h e  keys.   They w e r e  no t  a t  my  b el t ,  a n d
I a sk e d,  “H ave  I r e t u r n e d  t h e m  to  you?”

“Ce r t ainly no t ,” s aid  Eve e n a,  s t a r tl e d.  
“Ca n  you  no t  find  t h e m?”

At t his  m o m e n t  Eive  e n t e r e d  t h e  roo m  a n d  p r e s e n t e d
m e  wit h  t h e  cu p  for  w hich  I h a d  a sk e d.   I t  s t r uck
m e  wit h  s u r p ris e,  eve n  a t  t h a t  m o m e n t,  t h a t  Eve e n a
took it  fro m  my h a n d  a n d  c a r ri e d  it  fir s t  to  h e r  ow n
lips.   Eive  h a d  t u r n e d  to  leave  t h e  roo m; b u t
b efo r e  s h e  h a d  r e a c h e d  t h e  t h r e s hold  Eve e n a  h a d  s p r u n g
u p,  plac e d  h e r  foot  u po n  t h e  s p rin g  t h a t  clos e d  t h e
door, a n d  s n a t c hing  t h e  t e s t-s ton e  fro m  my w a tc h  c h ain
dip p e d  it into  t h e  c u p.   H e r  face  t u r n e d  w hi t e
a s  d e a t h,  w hile  s h e  h eld  u p  to  my ey es  t h e  di scolou r e d
disc  w hich  p rove d  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of t h e  d e a dlies t  M a r ti al
poison.
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“Be  c al m,” s h e  s aid,  a s  a  c ry of ho r ro r
b u r s t  fro m  my lips.   “The  keys!”

“You  h ave  t h e m,” Eive  s aid  wi th
a  g a s p ,  h e r  fac e  s till ave r t e d .

“I took t h e m  fro m  Eve e n a  mys elf,” I a n s w e r e d
s t e r nly.  “St a n d  b a ck  in to  t h a t  co r n er,
Eive,” a s  I op e n e d  t h e  doo r  a n d  c alle d  s h a r ply
t h e  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  of t h e  ho us e hold.   Wh e n  t h ey
e n t e r e d,  u n a ble  to  s t a n d,  I h a d  fallen  b a ck  u po n  a
c h air, a n d  c alled  Eive  to  my  sid e.   As I laid  my
h a n d  on  h e r  a r m  s h e  t h r e w  h e r s elf on  t h e  floor, sc r e a min g
a n d  w ri t hing  like  a  t e r rified  c hild  r a t h e r  t h a n  a
wo m a n  d e t e c t e d  in a  c rim e,  t h e  conc e p tion  a n d  exec u tion
of w hich  m u s t  h ave  r e q ui r e d  a n  evil cou r a g e  a n d  d e t e r min a tion
h a p pily s eldo m  poss e s s e d  by wo m e n.

“St a n d  u p!” I s aid.   “Lift h er,
t h e n,  E nva  a n d  Ei r ale .   U nfas t e n  t h e  s hould e r-cla s ps
a n d  zon e.”

As h e r  ou t e r  ro b e  d ro p p e d,  Eive  s n a t c h e d  a t  a n  objec t
in  it s  folds,  b u t  too  la t e;  a n d  t h e  el ec t ric  keys,
w hich  g ave  a cc e s s  to  all my  c a s e s ,  p a p e r s ,  a n d  to
t h e  m e dicine-c h e s t  a bove  all, lay gli t t e rin g  on  t h e
g ro u n d.

“Th a t  c u p  Eive  b ro u g h t  to  m e.   Which  of
you  s a w  h e r?”
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“I did,” s aid  E nva  q uie tly, a ll feelings
of m alice  a n d  c u riosi ty alike  a w e d  in to  silenc e  by
t h e  evide nc e  of so m e  t e r rible,  t hou g h  a s  ye t  to  t h e m
u nk now n,  s e c r e t .   “Sh e  mixe d  it  a n d  b ro u g h t
it  hi t h e r  h e r s elf.”

“And,” I s aid,  “it  con t ains  a  poison
a g ain s t  w hich,  h a d  I d r u nk  on e-h alf t h e  d r a u g h t ,  no
a n tido t e  could  h av e  availed—a  poison  to
w hich  t h es e  keys  only could  h ave  give n  a c c e s s.”

Again  t h e  t e s t-s ton e  w a s  a p plied,  a n d  a g ain  t h e  discolo r a tion
t e s tified  to  t h e  t r u t h  of t h e  c h a r g e .

“You h av e  s e e n?” I s aid.

“We h av e  s e e n ,” a n s w e r e d  Enva,  in t h e
s a m e  ton e  of ho r ror, too  d e e p  to  b e  o t h e r  t h a n  q uie t.

We all lef t  t h e  roo m,  closing  t h e  doo r  u po n  t h e  p ri son er. 
Dis missing  t h e  gi rls  to  t h ei r  ow n  c h a m b e r s ,  wit h  s t ric t
injunc tions  no t  to  q ui t  t h e m  u n p e r mi t t e d,  I w a s  left
alon e  wi th  Eve e n a.   We w e r e  silen t  for  so m e  min u t e s ,
my  ow n  h e a r t  opp r e s s e d  wi t h  min gle d  e m o tions,  all
in t e n s ely p ainful, b u t  so  confus e d  t h a t ,  w hile  cons cious
of a c u t e  s uffe rin g,  I s c a r c ely r e alise d  a ny t hin g  t h a t
h a d  occu r r e d .   Eve e n a,  w ho  kn el t  b e sid e  m e ,  t ho u g h
d e e ply ho r ro r-s t r uck, w a s  les s  s u r p ri s e d  a n d  w a s  fa r
les s  a gi t a t e d  t h a n  I. At las t ,  le a nin g  forw a r d  wi th
h e r  a r m s  on  my  kn e e  a n d  looking  u p  in my fac e,  s h e
w a s  a bo u t  to  s p e a k.   Bu t  t h e  touc h  a n d  look s e e m e d
to  b r e ak  a  s p ell, a n d,  s h u d d e rin g  fro m  h e a d  to  foot,
I b u r s t  in to t e a r s  like  t hos e  of a n  hys t e ric al gi rl. 
Whe n,  wi th  t h e  s t ro n g e s t  effo r t  t h a t  s h a m e  a n d  n e c e s si ty
could  p ro m p t,  a id e d  by h e r  sile n t  soo t hing,  I h a d
so m e w h a t  r e g ain e d  my s elf-co m m a n d,  Eve e n a  s pok e,  in
t h e  s a m e  a t ti t u d e  a n d  wi th  t h e  s a m e  look:—

“You s aid  onc e  t h a t  you  could  p a r do n  s uc h  a n
a t t e m p t .   Tha t  you  s ho uld  eve r  forgive  a t  h e a r t
c a n no t  b e .   Tha t  p u nis h m e n t  s ho uld  no t  follow so
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t e r rible  a  c rim e,  eve n  I c a n no t  d e si r e .   Bu t  for
m y  s ak e ,  do  no t  give  h e r  u p  to  t h e  doo m  s h e
h a s  d e s e rve d.   Do you  know” (a s  I w a s  sile n t)
“w h a t  t h a t  doo m  is?”

“De a t h ,  I s u p pos e.”

“Yes!” s h e  s aid,  s h u d d e rin g,  “bu t
d e a t h  wit h  to r t u r e—d e a t h  on  t h e  vivisec tion-t a bl e.  
Will you, w h a t eve r  t h e  d a n g e r—can
you, give  u p  to  s uc h  a  fa t e ,  to  s uc h  h a n d s,  on e  w ho m
your  h a n d  h a s  c a r e s s e d,  w hos e  h e a d  h a s  r e s t e d  on  you r
h e a r t?”

“It  n e e d s  no t  t h a t ,  Eve e n a,” I a n s w e r e d;
“e no u g h  t h a t  s h e  is wo m a n.   I wo uld  face
t h a t  d e a t h  mys elf r a t h e r  t h a n,  for  w h a t eve r  c ri m e,
s e n d  a  wo m a n,  a bove  all a  you n g  gi rl, to  s uc h  a n  e n d.  
I would  r a t h e r  by fa r  sl ay my wor s t  e n e my wit h  my
ow n  h a n d  t h a n  consign  hi m  to  a  d e a t h  of to r t u r e .  
Bu t,  m o r e  t h a n  t h a t ,  my  consci enc e  wo uld  no t  p e r mi t
m e  to  c all on  t h e  law to  p u nis h  a  ho us e hold  t r e a so n,
w h e r e  ho u s e hold  a u t ho ri ty is so  s t ron g  a n d  so  a r bi t r a ry
a s  h e r e .   Assassin a tion  is t h e  w e a po n  of t h e  opp r e s s e d
a n d  h elple s s;  a n d  it is no t  for  m e  so  to  b e  judg e
in my ow n  c a u s e  a s  to  p ro nou nc e  t h a t  Eive  h a s  h a d  no
p rovoc a tion.”

“Sh a m e  u po n  h e r !” s aid  Eve e n a  indign a n tly. 
“No on e  u n d e r  you r  roof eve r  h a d  o r  could  h av e
r e a son  to  r ai s e  a  h a n d,  I do  no t  s ay  a g ain s t  you r
life, b u t  to  give  you  a  m o m e n t’s  p ain.   I
do  no t  a sk,  I do  no t  wish  you  to  s p a r e  h e r ;  only I
a m  glad  to  t hink  you  will d e al  wi th  h e r  you r s elf—r e m e m b e r
s h e  h a s  h e r s elf r e m ove d  all limi t  to  you r  pow e r—a n d
no t  by  t h e  s h a m ele ss  a n d  m e rcile ss  h a n d s  to  w hich  t h e
law would  give  h er.”
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We r e t u r n e d  to  Eve e n a’s c h a m b er.  The  sc e n e
t h a t  followe d  I c a n no t  b e a r  to  r e c all.  E nou g h
t h a t  Eive  kn e w  a s  w ell a s  Eve e n a  t h e  law s h e  h a d  b rok e n
a n d  t h e  p e n al ty s h e  h a d  incu r r e d;  a n d,  p e t t e d  d a rling
a s  s h e  h a d  b e e n,  s h e  u t t e rly lacke d  all fai t h  in  t h e
t e n d e r n e s s  s h e  h a d  know n  so  w ell, o r  eve n  in t h e  m e r cy
to  w hich  Eve e n a  h a d  confide n tly a p p e ale d.   U n d e r s t a n din g
a t  las t  t h a t  s h e  w a s  s afe  fro m  t h e  law, t h e  exp r e s sion
of h e r  g r a ti t u d e  w a s  a s  veh e m e n t  a s  h e r  t e r ro r  h a d
b e e n  in t e n s e .   Bu t  t h e  n e w  p h a s e  of p a s sion  w a s
no t  t h e  less  r e p u g n a n t .   N o t  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a nyt hing
s t r a n g e  in  t h e  violen t  r evulsion  of feeling.  
Bor n  a n d  t r ain e d  a m o n g  a  r a c e  w ho  fea r  to  forgive,
Eive  w a s  fa milia r  by r e po r t  a t  le a s t  wi t h  t h e  m e r ciles s
ven g e a n c e  of cow a r d s .   Wh a t eve r  t h ey mig h t  h ave
do n e  la t er, few would  h av e  p ro mis e d  m e r cy in t h e  ve ry
m o m e n t  of e s c a p e  to  a n  o r din a ry a s s a s sin; a n d  if Eive
u n d e r s tood  a ny a s p ec t  of my  c h a r a c t er, t h a t  s h e  could
b e s t  a p p r eci a t e  w a s  t h e  ou t r a g e d  t e n d e r n e s s  w hich
forb a d e  m e  to  look on  h e r s  a s  o r din a ry g uil t.  
Acut ely s e nsi tive  to  p ain  a n d  fear, s h e  h a d  bo t h  know n
t h e  b e t t e r  to  w h a t  t e r ro r  mig h t  p ro m p t  t h e  inju r e d ,
a n d  w a s  t h e  m o r e  a p p alled  by  t h e  p ros p e c t .   H e r
e a g e r n e s s  to  a cc e p t  by a n ticip a tion  w h a t eve r  d e g r a d a tion
a n d  p ain  do m e s tic  po w e r  could  inflic t,  w h e n  r ele a s e d
by t h e  t e r rible  al t e r n a t ive  of leg al p ro s ec u tion  fro m
its  u s u al  limi t s,  b r e a t h e d  m o r e  of do u b t  a n d  t e r ro r
t h a n  of s h a m e  o r  p e ni t e nc e .   Bu t  a t  fir s t  i t k e e nly
affec t e d  m e.   I t  w a s  wit h  so m e t hin g  a kin  to  a
bodily p a n g  t h a t  I h e a r d  t his  fr a gile  gi rl, so  e a sily
s u b d u e d  by s uc h  r e b uk e  o r  m e n a c e  a s  h e r  co m p a nions
wo uld  sc a r c ely h ave  affec t e d  to  fe ar, now  ple a ding
for  p u nis h m e n t  s uc h  a s  wo uld  h ave  q u elled  t h e  p rid e
a n d  cou r a g e  of t h e  m os t  hig h-s pi ri t e d  of h e r  s ex. 
I fel t  t h e  d e e p e s t  pi ty, no t  so  m u c h  for  t h e  fe a r
wi th  w hich  s h e  s till t r e m ble d  a s  for  t h e  a go ny of
t e r ro r  s h e  m u s t  h ave  p r eviously e n d u r e d.   Eve e n a
av e r t e d  fro m  h e r  a bj ec t  s u p plica tions  a  face  in w hich
I r e a d  m u c h  p ain,  b u t  m o r e  of w h a t  would  h ave  b e e n
dis g us t  in  a  les s  in t e n s ely sym p a t h e tic  n a t u r e .  
And e r e  long  I s a w  o r  fel t  in  Eive’s m a n n e r
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t h a t  w hich  c a us e d  m e  s u d d e nly to  dis miss  Eve e n a  fro m
t h e  roo m,  a s  fro m  a  p r e s e nc e  u nfi t  for  h e r  s po tle s s
p u ri ty a n d  exq uisi t e  d elicacy.  Fin din g  in  m e
no  sig n  of p a s sion a t e  a n g er, no  r e a din e s s,  b u t  r eluc t a nc e
to  visit  t r e a so n  wi t h  p hysical p ain,  Eive’s ow n
exp r e s sion  c h a n g e d.   U n a ble  to  conc eive  t h e  feeling
t h a t  r e n d e r e d  t h e  cou r s e  s h e  h a d  a t  fi r s t  exp ec t e d
si m ply impossible  to  m e,  a  n a t u r e  I h a d  u t t e rly mi sconc eived
c a u g h t  a t  a n  ide a  few wo m e n,  no t  exp e ri e nc e d  in  t h e
wo r s t  of life’s les sons,  would  h ave  e n t e r t ain e d.  
The  tiny fr a gile  for m,  t h e  sligh t  limbs  w hos e  d elica t e
p ro po r tions  s e e m e d  to  m e  al mos t  t hos e  of infa ncy,
t h ei r  ir r e p r e s sible  q uive rin g  pl ainly r eve al ed  by t h e
a b s e n c e  of ro b e  a n d  veil, no  m a n  wor t hy of t h e  n a m e
could  h ave  b e h eld  wi thou t  in t e ns e  co m p a s sion.  
Bu t  s uc h  a  feeling  s h e  could  no t  r e alise.   As h e r
fea t u r e s  los t  t h e  sinc e ri ty of ove r w h el ming  fear, a s
t h e  d rooping  lids  failed  for  on e  m o m e n t  to  conc e al

542



Page 293

a  look of al mos t  a s s u r e d  exul t a tion  in t h e  d a rk  eyes ,
my  so ul w a s  s u d d e nly a n d  t ho rou g hly r evolt e d.  
I h a d  forgive n  t h e  h a n d  ai m e d  a t  a  h e a r t  t h a t  n eve r
t h rob b e d  wi th  a  p uls e  u nkind  to  h er.  I mig h t
h ave  forgo t t e n  t h e  t r e a so n  t h a t  r e q ui t e d  t e n d e r n e s s
a n d  t r u s t  by  s e eking  my life; b u t  I could  n eve r  forg e t ,
n eve r  r e cover, t h a t  m o m e n t’s insigh t  in to  t hou g h t s
t h a t  so  ou t r a g e d  a n  affec tion  w hich,  if my  conscie nc e
b elied  m e  no t ,  w a s  a b solu t ely s t ainle s s  a n d  u n s elfish.

It  cos t  a  s t ro n g  p e r sis t e n t  effor t  of s elf-con t rol
to  a d d r e s s  h e r  a g ain.   Bu t  a  co nfe ssion  full a n d
co m ple t e  my d u ty to  o t h e r s  co m p elled  m e  to  e nfo rc e.  
The  s to ry of t h e  n ext  ho u r  I n eve r  told  o r  c a n  t ell. 
To on e  only did  I give  a  confide nc e  t h a t  would  h ave
r e n d e r e d  expla n a tion  n a t u r al; a n d  t h a t  on e  w a s  t h e
las t  to  w ho m  I could  h ave  s poke n  on  t his  s u bjec t .  
E no u g h  t h a t  t h e  c h a r min g  infan tin e  si m plici ty h a d  dis g uis e d
a n  el a bo r a t e  t r e a c h e ry of w hich  I r eluc t a n tly le a r n e d
t h a t  h u m a n  n a t u r e  is c a p a ble.   The  c a r e s s e d  a n d
c a r e s sin g  c hild h a d  sold  my life, if no t  h e r  ow n  soul,
for  t h e  p ro mis e  of w e al th  t h a t  could  p u r c h a s e  no t hing
I d e nie d  h er, a n d  of t h e  fir s t  pl ac e  a m o n g  t h e  wo m e n
of h e r  wo rld.   Tha t  p ro mis e  I soon  foun d  h a d  no t
b e e n  w a r r a n t e d ,  di r ec tly o r  indi r ec tly, by  hi m  w ho
alon e  could  a t  p r e s e n t  fulfil it.   N e e dle s s  to
r el a t e  t h e  d e t ails  ei t h e r  of t h e  confes sion  o r  it s
ex to r tion.   E no u g h  t h a t  Eive  lea r n t  a t  las t  p e rfo rc e
t h a t  t ho u g h  I h a d,  a s  it  s e e m e d  to  h er, b e e n  fool
e no u g h  to  s p a r e  h e r  t h e  ve n g e a n c e  of t h e  law, a n d  to
s p a r e  h e r  s till a s  fa r  a s  possible,  h e r  po w e r  to  fool
m e  fu r t h e r  w a s  go n e  for  ever.  N e e dles s  to  s p e ak
of t h e  lies  r e p e a t e d  a n d  s us t ain e d,  t ill t r u t h  w a s
w r u n g  fro m  q uive ring  lips  a n d  so b bing  voice;  of t h e
looks  t h a t  a p p e ale d  long  a n d  inc r e d ulously to  a  love
a s  u t t e rly forfei t e d  a s  mis u n d e r s tood.  To t h e
las t  Eive  could  no t  co m p r e h e n d  t h e  n a t u r e  t h a t ,  h aving
s p a r e d  h e r  so  m u c h,  would  no t  s p a r e  w holly; t h e  m e r cy
fel t  for  t h e  w e a k n e s s,  no t  for  t h e  c h a r m s  of you t h
a n d  s ex.   S h a m e d,  g ri eve d,  wo u n d e d  to  t h e  q uick,
I q ui t t e d  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of on e  w ho,  I fear, w a s  a s
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li t tle  wo r t h  t h e  a n g uis h  I t h e n  e n d u r e d  for  h er, a s
t h e  t e n d e r n e s s  s h e  h a d  so  long  b e t r aye d;  a n d  left  t h e
la t e  d a rling  of my  ho us e  a  p ri son e r  u n d e r  s t r ic t  g u a r d ,
n ec es s a ry  for  t h e  s afe ty of o th e r s  t h a n  ou r s elves.

Finding  a  m e s s a g e  a w ai ting  m e,  I sou g h t  a t  onc e  t h e
in t e rview  w hic h  t h e  Sove r eig n  fea rl es sly g r a n t e d.

“I s e e ,” s aid  t h e  P rinc e  wi th  m u c h  feeling,
a s  h e  r ec eived  my s alu t e ,  “th a t  you  h ave  gon e
t h ro u g h  d e e p e r  p ain  t h a n  s uc h  do m e s tic  loss e s  c a n
w ell c a u s e  to  u s .   I a m  so r ry t h a t  you  a r e  g ri eve d.  
I c a n  s ay no  m o r e ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  t h e  les s  I s ay  t h e
les s  p ain  I s h all give.   Only p e r mit  m e  t his  r e m a r k.  
Sinc e  I h ave  know n  you, it  h a s  s e e m e d  to  m e  t h a t  t h e
u t t e r  dis tinc tion  b e t w e e n  ou r  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  you r s,
s howing  a s  i t do e s  a t  so  m a ny poin t s,  s p rin gs  fro m
so m e  single  roo t-diffe r e n c e .   We, so  c a r eful of
ou r  ow n  life  a n d  co mfo r t ,  c a r e  lit tle  for  t hos e  of
o th e r s .   We, so  af r aid  of p ain,  a r e  indiffe r e n t
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to  it s  inflic tion,  u nles s  w e  h ave  to  wi tn es s  it, a n d
only so m e  of u s  flinch  fro m  t h e  sigh t .   The  softn es s
of h e a r t  you  s how  in t his  t ro u ble  s e e m s  in so m e  s t r a n g e
w ay a s soci a t e d  wi th  t h e  s t r e n g t h  of h e a r t  w hich  you
h ave  p rove d  in d a n g e r s,  t h e  le as t  of w hich  no n e  of
u s  wo uld  h ave  e nco u n t e r e d  willingly, a n d  w hich,  forc e d
on  u s,  would  h ave  u n n e rve d  u s  all.  I a m  gla d
to  p rove  to  you t h a t  to  so m e  ex t e n t  I d e p a r t  fro m  my
n a tion al c h a r a c t e r  a n d  a p p ro a c h,  how ever, dis t a n tly,
to  you r s.   I c a n  feel for  a  frie n d’s so r row,
a n d  I c a n  face  w h a t  you  s e e m  to  conside r  a  r e al  d a n g er. 
Bu t  you h a d  a  p u r pos e  in a sking  t hi s  a u die nc e.  
My e a r s  a r e  op e n—your  lips  a r e  u n s e al e d.”

“P rinc e,” I r e plied,  “wh a t  you  h av e
s aid  op e n s  t h e  w ay to  t h a t  I wish e d  to  a sk.   You
s ay t r uly t h a t  cou r a g e  a n d  t e n d e r n e s s  h ave  a  co m m o n
roo t ,  a s  h ave  t h e  u n m a nly softn e ss  a n d  e q u ally u n m a nly
h a r d n e s s  co m mo n  a m o n g  you r  s u bjec t s .   Thos e  for
w ho m  d e a t h  e n d s  all u t t e rly a n d  for  ev e r  will of n e c e s si ty,
a t  le a s t  a s  soon  a s  t h e  t r aining  of ye a r s  a n d  of g e n e r a tions
h a s  r e n d e r e d  t h ei r  t hou g h t  consis t e n t ,  d r e a d  d e a t h
wi th  in t e ns es t  fear, a n d  love  to  b righ t e n  a n d  s w e e t e n
life  wi th  eve ry  possible  e njoym e n t .   Anim al e njoym e n t
b eco m e s  t h e  m o s t  p r e cious,  sinc e  it  is t h e  ke e n e s t .  
High e r  pl e a s u r e s  lose  h alf t h ei r  value ,  w h e n  t h e  dis tinc tion
b e t w e e n  t h e  t wo  is r e d uc e d  to  t h e  di s tinc tion  b e t w e e n
t h e  s e n s a tions  of hig h e r  a n d  low e r  n e rve  c e n t r e s .  
Thus  m e n  c a r e  too  m u c h  for  t h e m s elves  to  c a r e  for
o th e r s;  a n d  af t e r  all, s t ro n g  d e e p  affec tion,  e n t win e d
wi th  t h e  h e a r t s t ri ngs ,  c a n  only to r t u r e  a n d  t e a r  t h e
h e a r t s  for  w hich  d e a t h  is a  final p a r tin g.   S uc h
love  a s  I h ave  fel t  for  wo m a n—eve n  s uc h
love  a s  I fel t  for  h er, you r  gift,  w ho m  I h ave  los t—wo uld
b e  p ain  in tole r a ble  if t h e  t ho u g h t  w e r e  eve r  p r e s e n t
t h a t  on e  d ay w e  m u s t ,  a n d  a ny d ay w e  mig h t ,  p a r t  for
ever.  I p u t  t h e  knife  a g ains t  my  b r e a s t ,  my  life
in you r  h a n d,  w h e n  I s ay t his,  a n d  I a s k  of you  no
s ec r ecy, no  favou r  for  mys elf; b u t  t h a t ,  a s  I t r u s t
you, you  will g u a r d  t h e  life  t h a t  is d e a r e s t  to  m e
if you  t ak e  fro m  m e  t h e  pow e r  to  g u a r d  it.... 
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The r e  a r e  t hos e  a m o n g  you r  s u bjec t s  w ho  a r e  no t  t h e
cow a r d s  you  find  a ro u n d  you r  t h ron e,  w ho  a r e  no t  b r u t al
in  t h ei r  ho us e holds,  no t  inc a p a ble  of t e n d e r n e s s  a n d
s a c rifice  for  o t h e r s .”

As I s pok e  I c a r efully w a tc h e d  t h e  P rinc e’s
fac e,  on  w hich  no  s h a d e  of di sple a s u r e  w a s  visible;
r a t h e r  t h e  s e n ti m e n t  of on e  w ho  is so m e w h a t  g r a tified
to  h e a r  a  p e r plexing  p ro ble m  solved  in a  m a n n e r  a g r e e a ble
to  his  wis h es .

“And t h e  r e a so n  is,” I con tinu e d,  “th a t
t h e s e  m e n  a n d  wo m e n  b elieve  o r  know t h a t  t h ey a r e
a n s w e r a ble  to  a n  e t e r n al  Sove r eig n  mi g h tie r  t h a n  you r s elf,
a n d  t h a t  t h ey  will r e a p,  no t  p e r h a p s  h e r e ,  b u t  af t e r
d e a t h  a s  t h ey s h all h ave  sow n; t h a t  if t h ey  do  no t
forfei t  t h e  p ro mis e  by t h ei r  ow n  d e e d,  t h ey  s h all
r ejoin  h e r e af t e r  t hos e  d e a r e s t  to  t h e m  h e r e .”

“The r e  a r e  s uc h?” h e  s aid.   “I
wo uld  t h ey w e r e  know n  to  m e .   I h a d  no t  d r e a m e d
t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  in  my r e al m  m e n  w ho  wo uld  sc r e e n  t h e
h e a r t  of a no t h e r  wi th  t h ei r  ow n  p al m.”
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“P rinc e,” I r e plied  e a r n e s tly, “I
a s  t h ei r  a m b a s s a do r  a s  on e  of t h ei r  le a d e r s ,  a p p e al
to  you  to  know a n d  to  p ro t e c t  t h e m.   They c a n  d efe n d
t h e m s elves  a t  n e e d,  a n d,  it m ay  b e ,  mig h t  p r evail t hou g h
m a t c h e d  on e  a g ain s t  a  t hous a n d.   For  t h ei r  w e a po n s
a r e  t hos e  a g ain s t  w hich  no  dis t a nc e ,  no  d efe nc e s ,
no  n u m b e r s  affo rd  p ro t ec tion.   Bu t  in s uc h  a  s t r ife
m a ny  of t h ei r  lives  m u s t  b e  los t,  a n d  infini t e  s uffe rin g
a n d  h avoc w ro u g h t  on  foes  t h ey  wo uld  willingly s p a r e .  
They a r e  t h r e a t e n e d  wi th  ex t e r min a tion  by  s ec r e t  s pi t e
o r  op e n  forc e;  b u t  op e n  force  will b e  t h e  las t  r e so r t
of e n e mie s  w ell a w a r e  t h a t  t hos e  w ho  s t rike  a t  t h e
S t a r  h av e  eve r  b e e n  s mit t e n  by  t h e  ligh t nin g.”

A sligh t  c h a n g e  in his  cou n t e n a n c e  s a tisfied  m e  t h a t
t h e  E m ble m  w a s  no t  u nk now n  to  hi m.

“You s ay,” h e  r e plied,  “th a t  t h e r e
is a n  o r g a nis e d  sc h e m e  to  d e s t roy t h e s e  p eo ple  by
forc e  o r  fr a u d?”

“The  sc h e m e,  P rinc e,  w a s  confess e d  in my ow n
h e a ring  by on e  of it s  ins t r u m e n t s ;  a n d  in p roof t h e r eof,
my  ow n  life, a s  a  Chief of t h e  Ord er, w a s  a t t e m p t e d
t his  m o r ning.”

The  P rinc e  s p r a n g  to  his  fee t  in all t h e  p a s sion  of
a  m a n  w ho  for  t h e  fir s t  ti m e  r e c eives  a  p e r son al  insul t;
of a n  Autoc r a t  s t u n g  to  t h e  q uick  by  a n  u n p r ec e d e n t e d
ou t r a g e  to  his  a u t ho ri ty a n d  digni ty.

“Who h a s  d a r e d?” h e  s aid.   “Who
h a s  t ak e n  on  hi m s elf to  m a k e  law, o r  for m  pla ns  for
c a r rying  ou t  old  law, wi thou t  my  le ave?   Who h a s
d a r e d  to  s t rike  a t  t h e  life  ove r  w hich  I h av e  c a s t
t h e  s h a do w  of my t h ro n e?   Give  m e  t h ei r  n a m e s,
my  g u e s t ,  a n d,  b efo r e  t h e  eve ning  mis t  clos e s  in  to-m o r row,
p ro nou nc e  t h ei r  doo m.”

“I c a n no t  ob ey you r  royal co m m a n d.   I h ave
no  p roof a g ain s t  t h e  only m a n  w ho,  to  my knowle d g e,
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c a n  d e si r e  my d e a t h .   Thos e  w ho  a c t u ally a n d  im m e dia t ely
ai m e d  a t  my  life  a r e  s hi eld e d  by t h e  inviolable  w e a k n e s s
of s ex fro m  t h e  r ev e n g e  a n d  ev e n  t h e  jus tice  of m a n hoo d.”

“E ac h  m a n ,” r e t u r n e d  t h e  P rinc e ,  b u t  p a r t i ally
conc eiving  my  m e a ning,  “is  m a s t e r  a t  ho m e.  
I wis h  I w e r e  s a tisfied  t h a t  you r  h e a r t  will le t  you
d e al  jus tly a n d  wis ely wi th  t h e  m o s t  h a t eful offsp rin g
of t h e  m o s t  h a t eful of living  r a c e s—a  wo m a n
w ho  b e t r ays  t h e  life of h e r  lord.   But  t hos e  w ho
pla n n e d  a  g e n e r al  sc h e m e  of d e s t r uc tion—a
p u r pos e  of p u blic policy—witho u t  my knowled g e,
m u s t  ai m  al so  a t  my  life  a n d  t h ro n e;  for  ev e n  w e r e
t h ei r  p u r pos e  s uc h  a s  I a p p rove d,  a t t e m p t e d  wi thou t
my  p e r mis sion,  t h ey know I would  n eve r  p a r do n  t h e
p r e s u m p tion.   I do  no t  si t  in Cou ncil wi th  d ull
e a r s,  o r  silen t  lips, o r  e m p ty h a n d s;  a n d  it is no t
for  t h e  hig h e s t  m o r e  t h a n  for  t h e  low es t  u n d e r  m e  to
s n a t c h  my s c e p t r e  for  a  m o m e n t.”

“Gu a r d  t h e n  you r  ow n,” I s aid.   “Witho u t
you r  leave  a n d  in you r  life tim e,  op e n  forc e  will sc a r c ely
h e  u s e d  a g ains t  u s;  a n d  if a g ains t  s ec r e t  m u r d e r  o r
ou t r a g e  w e  a p p e al  to  t h e  law, you  will s e e  t h a t  t h e
law do e s  jus tice?”

“I will,” h e  r e plied;  “an d  I p a r do n
your  a dvice  to  g u a r d  my ow n,  b e c a u s e  you  jud g e  m e
by my  p eo ple.   Bu t  a  P rinc e’s life  is t h e
c h a r g e  of hi s  g u a r d s;  t h e  lives  of his  p eo ple  a r e
his  c a r e .”
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H e  w a s  sile n t  for  a  few min u t e s,  evide n tly in d e e p
r eflec tion.

“I t h a nk  you,” h e  s aid  a t  las t ,  “an d
I give  you on e  w a r nin g  in  p a r ti al r e t u r n  for  you r s.  
The r e  is a  law w hic h  c a n  b e  u s e d  a g ains t  t h e  m e m b e r s
of a  s e c r e t  socie ty wi th  t e r rible  effec t .   N o t
only a r e  t h ey  expos e d  to  d e a t h  if d e t ec t e d ,  b u t  t hos e
w ho  s t rike  t h e m  a r e  leg ally exe m p t  fro m  p u nis h m e n t.  
I will c a r e  t h a t  t h a t  law s h all no t  m e n a c e  you  long.  
Whils t  it r e m ains  g u a r d  you r s elves; I a m  pow e rle s s
to  b r e ak  it.”

As I q ui t t e d  t h e  Pal ac e,  E r gi mo  joine d  m e  a n d  m o u n t e d
my  c a r ri a g e .   S eizing  a  m o m e n t  w h e n  no n e  w e r e
wi thin  sigh t  o r  h e a rin g,  h e  s aid—

“Aston a  w a s  foun d  t wo  ho u r s  a go  d e a d,  a s  a n
e n e my o r  a  t r ai to r  di e s.   S h e  w a s  s e e n  to  fall
fro m  t h e  roof of h e r  ho u s e ,  a n d  no n e  w a s  n e a r  h e r
w h e n  s h e  fell.  Bu t  Davilo h a s  al r e a dy b e e n  a r r e s t e d
a s  h e r  m u r d e r er, on  t h e  g ro u n d  t h a t  h e  w a s  h e a r d  b efor e
s u n ri s e  t his  m o r nin g  to  s ay t h a t  s h e  m u s t  di e.”

“Who h e a r d  t h a t  m u s t  h ave  h e a r d  m o r e .   Le t
t his  n e w s  b e  q uickly know n  to  w ho m  it conc e r n s.”

I c h e ck e d  t h e  c a r ri a g e  ins t a n tly, a n d  t u r n e d  in to
a  ro a d  t h a t  con d u c t e d  u s  in  t e n  mi n u t e s  to  a  p u blic
t ele g r a p h  office.

“Co m e  with  m e,” I s aid,  “quickly. 
As a n  office r  of t h e  Ca m p t a  you r  p r e s e nc e  m ay  e n s u r e
t h e  d elive ry of le t t e r s  w hich  mig h t  o t h e r wise  b e  s top p e d.”

H e  s eized  t h e  hin t  a t  onc e,  a n d  a s  w e  a p p ro a c h e d  a
vac a n t  d e s k  h e  s aid  to  t h e  n e a r e s t  officer, “In
t h e  Ca m p t a’s  n a m e;” a  for m  w hic h  e n s u r e d
t h a t  t h e  m o s t  a u d a cious  a n d  c u rious  s py, b a ck e d  by
t h e  hig h e s t  a u t ho ri ty s ave  t h a t  invoke d,  d a r e d  n ei th e r
s top  no r  s e a r c h  in to  a  m e s s a g e  so  w a r r a n t e d.  
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Befor e  I lef t  t h e  d e s k  eve ry Chief of t h e  Zint a  a t
his  s eve r al pos t  h a d  r e c eive d,  t h ro u g h  t h a t  s t r a n g e
sy m bolic  lan g u a g e  of w hich  I h ave  al r e a dy given  s a m ples,
fro m  m e  a dvice  of w h a t  h a d  occ u r r e d  a n d  fro m  Es mo
w a r nin g  to  m e e t  a t  a n  a p poin t e d  pl ac e  a n d  ti m e.

The  d ay a t  w hos e  clos e  w e  s ho uld  m e e t  w as  t h a t  of
Davilo’s t r i al.  I min gle d  wi th  t h e  c row d
a ro u n d  t h e  Cou r t  doo r s,  a  c row d  m a nifes ting  bi t t e r
hos tili ty to  t h e  p ri son e r  a n d  to  t h e  Ord er, of w hos e
s ec r e t s  a  r ev el a tion  w a s  e a g e rly exp e c t e d.   E a sily
forcing  my  w ay t h ro u g h  t h e  m a s s ,  I fel t  on  a  s u d d e n
a  touc h,  a  sign;  a n d  t u r nin g  my ey es  s a w  a  face  I
h a d  s u r ely n eve r  looke d  on  b efo r e.   Yet t h e  sign
could  only h ave  b e e n  give n  by a  collea g u e.   Tha t
w hich  follow e d  implied  t h e  p r e s e nc e  of t h e  Sign e t
it s elf.

“I told  you,” w hisp e r e d  a  voice  I kn e w
w ell, “how  co m ple t ely w e  c a n  c h a n g e  eve n  cou n t e n a n c e
a t  will.”

It  w a s  so; b u t  t hou g h  a c q u ain t e d  wi th  t h e  p roc e s s,
I h a d  n eve r  b elieve d  t h a t  t h e  c h a n g e  could  b e  so  a b solu t e.  
By h elp  of my  s t r e n g t h  a n d  h eigh t ,  s till m o r e  p e r h a p s
by t h e  s u b tl e  influe nc e  of hi s  ow n  pow e rful will a c ting
no n e  t h e  less  imp e riously on  min ds  u nco nscious  of
it s  influe nc e ,  Es mo  m a d e  his  w ay wi th  m e  in to  t h e  Cou r t .
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Aroun d  five  sid es  of t h e  h ex a go n  w e r e  s e a t s,  ti e r
a bove  ti er, a p p ro p ri a t e d  to  t h e  p u blic  w ho  wis h  to
s e e  a s  w ell a s  h e ar.  The  p ho nog r a p h  r e po r t e d
eve ry wo r d  u t t e r e d  to  h u n d r e d s  of dis t a n t  offices.  
Agains t  t h e  sixth  sid e  w e r e  pl ac e d  t h e  s e a t s  of t h e
s eve n  judg e s;  in fron t ,  a t  a n  e q u al  el eva tion,  t h e
c h ai r  of t h e  p rison er, t h e  s e a t s  of t h e  a dvoc a t e s
on  rig h t  a n d  left,  a n d  t h e  pl ac e  fro m  w hich  e a c h  wit n e s s
m u s t  d elive r  hi s  t e s ti mo ny in full view a n d  wi thin
e a sy h e a ring  bo t h  of t h e  b e n c h,  t h e  b ar, a n d  t h e  a u die nc e .  
Davilo s a t  in his  c h ai r  u n g u a r d e d,  b u t  in  a n  a t t i t u d e
s t r a n g ely cons t r ain e d  a n d  m o tionle ss.   Only his
b rig h t  eye s  m ove d  fre ely, a n d  hi s  h e a d  t u r n e d  a  lit tle
fro m  side  to  sid e.   H e  r ecog nis e d  u s  ins t a n tly,
a n d  hi s  look exp r e s s e d  no  t r ac e  of fear.

“The  q uarry” w his p e r e d  Es mo, obs e rving
my  p e r plexity.

“It  p a r alys es  t h e  n e rves  of m o tion,  le aving
t hos e  of s e n s a tion  a c tive; a n d  is a d minis t e r e d  to
a  p ri son e r  on  t h e  ins t a n t  of hi s  a r r e s t ,  so  a s  to
k e e p  hi m  a b solu t ely h elples s  t ill hi s  s e n t e nc e  is ex ec u t e d,
o r  till on  hi s  a c q ui t t al  a n  a n tido t e  is a d minis t e r e d.”

The  cou n s el  for  t h e  p ro s ec u tion  s t a t e d  in t h e  b riefes t
pos sible  wo r d s  t h e  s to ry of Aston a,  fro m  t h e  m o m e n t
w h e n  s h e  left  my  ho u s e  to  t h a t  a t  w hich  s h e  w a s  foun d
d e a d,  a n d  t h e  m e t ho d  of h e r  d e a t h;  r el a t e d  Davilo’s
wo r d s,  a n d  t h e n  p roc e e d e d  to  c all his  wit n e s s e s .  
Of cou r s e  t h e  on e  vital  q u e s tion  w a s  w h e t h e r  by  pos sibili ty
Davilo, w ho  h a d  n eve r  left  my  p r e mis es  sinc e  t h e  wor ds
w e r e  u t t e r e d ,  could  h ave  b ro u g h t  a bo u t  a  d e a t h,  evide n tly
a c cide n t al  in it s  im m e dia t e  c a us e ,  a t  a  dis t a n c e  of
m a ny  mile s.   His  wo r d s  w e r e  a t t e s t e d  by on e  w ho m
I r e co g nis e d  a s  a n  office r  of E n do  Za m p t a ,  a n d  I w a s
c alle d  to  confi r m  o r  con t r a dic t  t h e m.   The  p r e siding
judg e,  a s  I took my pl ac e,  r e a d  a  b ri ef t elling  t e r rible
m e n a c e,  expo u n ding  t h e  leg al p e n al ti es  of p e rju ry.

“You will s p e ak  t h e  t r u t h,” h e  s aid,  “o r
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you  know  t h e  cons e q u e nc e s .”

As h e  s pok e,  h e  e n cou n t e r e d  Es mo’s eyes ,  a n d
q u ailed  u n d e r  t h e  g az e ,  sinking  b a ck  in to  his  s e a t
m o tionle ss  a s  t h e  bi r d  u n d e r  t h e  alle g e d  fascin a tion
of t h e  s e r p e n t .   I a d mi t t e d  t h a t  t h e  wo r d s  in  q u e s tion
h a d  b e e n  a d d r e s s e d  to  m e;  a n d  I p rove d  t h a t  Davilo
h a d  b e e n  b u sily e n g a g e d  wi th  m e  fro m  t h a t  m o m e n t  u n til
a n  ho u r  la t e r  t h a n  t h a t  of t h e  fa t al  a c cide n t .  
The r e  b ein g  t h us  no  disp u t e  a s  to  t h e  fac t s,  a  ke e n
con t e s t  of a r g u m e n t  p roc e e d e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  a dvoc a t e s
on  ei th e r  side.   The  d efe n d e r s  of t h e  p ri son e r
ridiculed  wi th  a n  affec t a tion  of sci en tific con t e m p t—no n e
t h e  less  effec tive  b e c a u s e  t h e  c hief pl e a d e r  w a s  hi m s elf
a n  exp e ri e nc e d  m e m b e r  of ou r  Ord e r—t h e  ide a
t h a t  t h e  a c tions  o r  fa t e  of a  p e r son  a t  a  dis t a nc e
could  b e  affec t e d  by  t h e  m e r e  will of a no t h e r;  a n d
r el a t e d,  a s  a b s u r d  a n d  inc r e dible  t r a di tions  of old
to  t his  p u r po r t ,  so m e  a n ec do t e s  w hich  h a d  b e e n  co m m u nica t e d
to  m e  a s  a m o n g  t h e  b e s t  a t t e s t e d  a n d  m os t  s t r iking
exa m ples  of t h e  his to rical exe rcis e  of t h e  mys tic
pow e r s .   The  a ble  a n d  bigo t e d  s c e p tics,  w ho  p ros ec u t e d
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t his  d ay  in t h e  in t e r e s t s  of scie nc e ,  insis t e d,  wit h
e q u al  inconsis t e ncy a n d  e q u al  skill, on  t h e  inn u m e r a ble
r e co r d e d  a n d  a t t e s t e d  ins t a nc e s  of so m e  di abolical
pow e r  poss e s s e d  by c e r t ain  s u p pos e d  m e m b e r s  of a  d e t e s t e d
a n d  m align a n t  s e c t .   A yea r  a go  t h e  judg e s  would
p ro b a bly h ave  side d  u n a ni mo usly wi th  t h e  for m er. 
Bu t  t h e  feeling  t h a t  a ni m a t e d  t h e  cons pi r acy, if it
s ho uld  b e  so  c alled,  a g ains t  t h e  Zint a,  h a d  p e n e t r a t e d
all M a r ti al socie ty; a n d  in o r d e r  to  d e s t roy t h e  vot a ri es
of r eligion,  S cie nc e,  in  t h e  p e r so ns  of h e r  m o s t  dis ting uis h e d
s t u d e n t s,  w a s  t his  d ay  r e a dy to  a bju r e  h e r  c h a r a c t er,
a n d  for sw e a r  h e r  m os t  c h e ris h e d  t e n e t s .   As h a s
oft e n  h a p p e n e d  in M a r s,  a n d  m ay  on e  d ay h a p p e n  on
E a r t h  a s  t h e  n e w  ide as  co m e  in to  g r e a t e r  forc e,  p rove n
fac t  w a s  d elibe r a t ely s e t  a g ain s t  logical impossibili ty;
a n d  for  onc e—w h a t  p ro b a bly h a d  no t  h a p p e n e d
in M a r s  for  t e n  t hou s a n d  ye a r s—p rove n  fac t
a n d  co m m o n  s e n s e  c a r ri e d  t h e  d ay a g ain s t  scie nc e  a n d
“unive r s al exp e ri e nc e;” b u t ,  u n h a p pily,
a g ain s t  t h e  p rison er.  Afte r  r e ti ring  s e p a r a t ely
for  a bo u t  a n  ho ur, t h e  Judg e s  r e t u r n e d.   Thei r
b ri ef a n d  ve ry co nfus e d  d e cisions  w e r e  r e a d  by t h e
S e c r e t a ry.  The  r e a so ns  w e r e  s eldo m  in t elligible,
e a c h  con t r a dic ting  hi m s elf a n d  all hi s  colle a g u e s ,
a n d  no t  on e  a m o n g  t h e  judg m e n t s  h aving  eve n  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e
of coh e sion  a n d  consis t e ncy.  Bu t,  by six to  on e,
t h ey  doo m e d  t h e  p rison e r  to  t h e  vivisec tion-t a ble.  
As h e  w a s  c a r ri e d  for t h  his  eye s  m e t  ou r s,  a n d  t h e
p e rfec t  c al m  a n d  s t e a din es s  of t h ei r  gl a nc e  a s tou n d e d
m e  no t  a  li t tl e.

My n a t u r al  t ho u g h t  p ro m p t e d,  of cou r s e ,  a n  a p p e al
to  t h e  m e r cy of t h e  Thron e.   In  eve ry  S t a t e  a
pow e r  of giving  effec t  in t h e  law’s d e s pi t e
to  p u blic policy, o r  of co m m a n ding  t h a t ,  in  c e r t ain
s t r a n g e  a n d  u nfor e s e e n  ci rcu m s t a nc es ,  co m m o n  s e n s e
a n d  p r a c tical jus tice  s h all ove r rid e  a  s e n t e n c e  w hich
no  cou r t  bo u n d  by t h e  le t t e r  of t h e  law c a n  wi t h hold,
m u s t  r e s t  wi th  t h e  Sove r eign.   Bu t  in M a r s  t h e
p r e ro g a tive  of m e r cy, in t h e  p ro p e r  s e ns e  of t h e  wo r d—judicial
r a t h e r  t h a n  politic al m e r cy—is exe r cise d
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les s  by  t h e  P rinc e  hi ms elf t h a n  by a  s m all cou ncil
of judg e s  a dvising  hi m  a n d  p ro nou ncing  t h ei r  d e cision
in hi s  n a m e.   Even  if w e  co uld  h av e  r elied  on
t h e  Ca m p t a  wi th  a b solu t e  confide nc e ,  t h e r e  w e r e  m a ny
r e a son s  a g ain s t  a n  a p p e al  w hich  would,  in  fac t,  h av e
a sk e d  hi m  to  d e cla r e  hi ms elf on  ou r  side .   While
s uc h  a  d e cl a r a tion  mig h t ,  in t h e  exis ting  s t a t e  of
p u blic feeling,  h ave  c a us e d  r evolt  o r  r io t,  it  wo uld
h ave  p u t  on  t h ei r  g u a r d ,  p e r h a p s  d riven  to  a  p r e m a t u r e
a t t e m p t  w hich  h e  w a s  no t  p r e p a r e d  to  m e e t ,  t h e  t r ai to r s
w hos e  sc h e m e  a g ain s t  his  life  t h e  P rinc e  fel t  confide n t
t h a t  h e  s ho uld  s p e e dily d e t e c t  a n d  p u nis h.

All t h e s e  consid e r a tions  w e r e  b ro u g h t  b efo r e  ou r  Cou ncil,
w hos e  d e b a t e  w a s  b ri ef b u t  no t  h u r r ie d  o r  exci t e d.  
The  s u p r e m e  c al m  of Es m o’s d e m e a no u r  co m m u nic a t e d
its elf to  all t h e  el eve n,  in no t  on e  of w ho m  could
I r e co g nis e  till t h ey  s poke  my collea g u e s  of ou r  las t
Cou ncil.  The  o r d e r  w e n t  for t h  t h a t  a  p a r ty s hould
a t t e n d  Es mo’s o r d e r s  a t  a  poin t  a bo u t  h alf a
mile  dis t a n t  fro m  t h e  s t u dio in w hich,  for  t h e  b e n efi t
of a  g r e a t  m e dic al sc hool, my  u n h a p py frie n d  w a s  to
b e  p u t  to  to r t u r e  inde sc rib a ble.
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“H a p pily,” s aid  Es mo,  “th e  fir s t
po r tion  of t h e  exp e ri m e n t  will b e  m a d e  by t h e  Vivisec to r-Ge n e r al
alon e,  a n d  will co m m e n c e  a t  mid nig h t .   H alf a n
ho u r  b efo r e  t h a t  ti m e  ou r  p a r ty will b e  a s s e m bled.”

I h a d  insis t e d  on  b eing  on e  of t h e  b a n d,  a n d  Es mo
h a d  ve ry r eluc t a n tly yielde d  to  t h e  u n a ni mou s  a p p roval
of colle a g u e s  w ho  t ho u g h t  t h a t  on  t his  occ a sion  p hysical
s t r e n g t h  mig h t  r e n d e r  e s s e n ti al s e rvice  a t  so m e  u nfor e s e e n
c risis.  Mo r eover, t h e  plac e  lying  wi thin  my g eo g r a p hical
p rovinc e,  s eve r al of t hos e  e n g a g e d  looke d  u p  to  m e
a s  t h ei r  im m e di a t e  c hi ef, a n d  it w a s  t hou g h t  w ell
to  pl ac e  m e  on  s uc h  a n  occ a sion  a t  t h ei r  h e a d.

The  nigh t  w a s,  a s  h a d  b e e n  p r e dic t e d,  a b solu t ely d a rk,
b u t  t h e  ro a d s  w e r e  b r illian tly ligh t e d.   S u d d e nly,
how ever, a s  w e  d r e w  tow a r d s  t h e  poin t  of m e e tin g,
t h e  ligh t s  w e n t  ou t ,  a n  a ccid e n t  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  in
M a r ti al  a d minis t r a tion.

“But  t h ey  will b e  r eligh t e d!” s aid  on e
of my co m p a nions.

“Ca n  h u m a n  skill r eligh t  t h e  la m ps  t h a t  t h e
pow e r  of t h e  S t a r  h a s  ex ting uis h e d?” w a s  t h e
r e ply of a no t h er.

We fell in milit a ry o r d er, wi th  p e rfec t  discipline
a n d  s t e a din e ss,  u n d e r  t h e  influe nc e  of Es mo’s
sile n t  will a n d  sc a r c ely di sce r nible  g e s t u r e s .  
The  wing  of t h e  colleg e  in  w hich  t h e  dis s e c tion  w a s
to  t ak e  pl ac e  w a s  g u a r d e d  by so m e  for ty s e n tin els,
a r m e d  wi th  t h e  s p e a r  a n d  ligh t ning  g u n.   Bu t  a s
w e  c a m e  close  to  t h e m,  I obs e rve d  t h a t  e a c h  s tood
m otionle ss  a s  a  s t a t u e,  wi th  eye s  op e n,  b u t  u t t e rly
d evoid  of sigh t .

“I h ave  b e e n  h e r e  b efor e  you,” m u r m u r e d
Es mo.   “To t h e  left.”

The  doo r  g ave  w ay a t  onc e  b efor e  t h e  touc h  of so m e
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el ec t ric  ins t r u m e n t  o r  im m a t e ri al pow e r  wield e d  by
his  h a n d.   We p a s s e d  in, g uid e d  by hi m,  t h ro u g h
on e  o r  t wo  c h a m b e r s ,  a n d  along  a  p a s s a g e,  a t  t h e  e n d
of w hich  a  ligh t  s ho n e  t h ro u g h  a  c rys t al  door. 
H e r e  p roof of Es mo’s s u p e rio r  judg m e n t  w a s  affor d e d.  
H e  wo uld  fain  h ave  h a d  t h e  p a r ty  m u c h  s m alle r  t h a n
it  w a s,  a n d  co m pos e d  exclusively of t h e  ve ry few old
a n d  exp e ri e nc e d  m e m b e r s  of t h e  Zin t a  wi thin  r e a c h
a t  t h e  m o m e n t .   We w e r e  n e a rly a  sco r e  in n u m b er,
so m e  eve n  m o r e  inexp e ri e nc e d  t h a n  mys elf, h alf t h e
p a r ty my  ow n  im m e dia t e  follow e r s;  a n d  I r e m e m b e r e d
fa r  b e t t e r  t h e  feelings  of a  frien d  a n d  a  soldie r
t h a n  t h e  les sons  of t h e  colleg e  o r  t h e  S h rine .  
As t h e  doo r  op e n e d,  a n d  w e  c a u g h t  sig h t  of ou r  frien d
s t r e t c h e d  on  t h e  vivisec tion  t a bl e,  t h e  youn g e r  of
t h e  co m p a ny, h u r ri e d  on  by my  ow n  exa m ple,  los t  t h ei r
h e a d s  a n d  go t,  so  to  s p e ak,  ou t  of h a n d.   We r u s h e d
t u m ul tuously forw a r d  a n d  fell on  t h e  Vivisec to r  a n d
t wo a s sis t a n t s ,  w ho  s tood  m o tionle ss  a n d  p e r h a p s  u nco ns cious,
b u t  wi th  glit t e ring  knives  jus t  r e a dy for  t h ei r  fien dis h
wo rk.   Befor e  Es mo  could  in t e r pos e,  t h e s e  exec u tion e r s
w e r e  cu t  dow n  with  t h e  “c rim son  bl a d e”
(cold  s t e el); a n d  w e  bo r e  off ou r  frien d  wi th  m o r e
of e a g e r n e s s  a n d  t riu m p h  t h a n  a t  all b efi t t e d  ou r
ow n  conscious n e s s  of pow er, o r  s ui t e d  t h e  t e m p e r  of
ou r  Chief.

N eve r  did  Es mo  s p e a k  so  s h a r ply o r  s eve r ely a s  in
t h e  b ri ef r e p ri m a n d  h e  g ave  u s  w h e n  w e  r e a s s e m ble d;
t h e  jus tic e  of w hic h.   I ins tinc tively a ck nowled g e d,
a s  h e  c e a s e d,  by t h e  s alu t e  I h a d  give n  so  of t e n  a t
t h e  close  of les s  imp r e s sive  a n d  less  r ichly d e s e rve d
r e p ri m a n d s  on  t h e  p a r a d e  g ro u n d  o r  t h e  m a rc h.  
U ninju r e d ,  a n d  s p e e dily r eli eved  fro m  t h e  effec t s
of t h e  q uarry , Davilo w a s  c a r ri e d  off to  a  pl ac e
of t e m po r a ry  co nc e al m e n t ,  a n d  w e  di sp e r s e d .
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Eve e n a  h e a r d  my s to ry wi th  m o r e  a n noya nc e  t h a n  in t e r e s t ,
m o r tified  no t  a  li t tl e  by t h e  r e p roof I h a d  d r a w n
u po n  mys elf a n d  my follow e r s;  a n d,  d e s pi t e  h e r  r eluc t a nc e
to  s e e m  to  a ck nowle d g e  a  faul t  in  m e ,  a p p a r e n tly af r aid
t h a t  a  si mila r  e b ulli tion  of feeling  mig h t  on  so m e
futu r e  occ asion  le a d  to  s e rious  dis a s t er.

CHAPTER XXIX — AZRAEL.

To d e t ain  a s  a  c a p tive  a n d  a  c ulp ri t ,  t h u s  conve r ting
my  ow n  ho us e  in to  a  p ri son,  my  wo uld-b e  m u r d e r e s s
a n d  for m e r  pl aythin g,  w a s  in tole r a bly p ainful. 
To leave  h e r  a t  la rg e  w a s  to  incu r  d a n g e r  s uc h  a s
I h a d  no  righ t  to  b ring  on  o t h e r s.   To dis miss
h e r  w a s  les s  p e rilous  t h a n  t h e  on e  cou r s e ,  les s  p ainful
t h a n  t h e  o t h er, b u t  co m bine d  p e ril a n d  p ain  in a  d e g r e e
w hich  r e n d e r e d  bo t h  Eve e n a  a n d  mys elf m os t  r eluc t a n t
to  a dop t  it.   F ro m  wo r d s  of Es mo’s, a n d  fro m
oth e r  sou rc e s ,  I g a t h e r e d  t h a t  t h e  u s u al  cou r s e  u n d e r
s uc h  ci rcu m s t a n c e s  wo uld  h ave  b e e n  to  ke e p  t h e  c ulp ri t
u n d e r  no  o t h e r  r e s t r ain t  t h a n  t h a t  confine m e n t  to
t h e  ho u s e  w hich  is too  co m m o n  to  b e  r e m a r k a ble,  t r u s ting
to  t h e  t e r ro r  w hich  p u nish m e n t  inflic t e d  a n d  m e n a c e d
by do m e s tic  a u t ho ri ty would  ins pi r e .   But  Eive
now  u n d e r s tood  t h e  limit s  w hich  conscie nc e  o r  feeling
impos e d  on  t h e  u s e  of a n  o th e r wise  u nlimi t e d  pow er. 
S h e  kn e w  ve ry n e a rly ho w  m u c h  s h e  could  h av e  to  fea r ;
a n d,  ti mid  a s  s h e  w a s,  wo uld  no t  b e  cow e d  o r  con t rolled
by a p p r e h e n sions  so  d efine d  a n d  bo u n d e d.   Eve e n a
h e r s elf n a t u r ally r e s e n t e d  t h e  p e ril, a n d  w a s  r evol te d
by t h e  t r e a so n  eve n  m o r e  in t e ns ely t h a n  mys elf; a n d
w a s  for  onc e  h a r dly con t e n t  t h a t  so  h einous  a  c rim e
s ho uld  b e  so  ligh tly visi t e d.   In  in t e r posing  “be t w e e n
t h e  culp ri t  a n d  t h e  ho r ro r s  of t h e  law, s h e  h a d  t a k e n
for  g r a n t e d  t h e  s t r e n uo u s  exe r tion  of a  do m e s tic  jurisdic tion
al mos t  a s  a b solu t e  u n d e r  t h e  ci rc u m s t a nc e s  a s  t h a t
of a n cie n t  Ro m e.
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“Wh a t  s u g g e s t e d  to  you,” I a sk e d  on e  d ay
of Eve e n a ,  “th e  s u s picion  t h a t  so  n a r rowly s ave d
my  life?”

“The  c a r efully s t e a die d  h a n d—you
h ave  t e a s e d  h e r  so  of t e n  for  s pilling  eve ryt hin g  it
c a r ri e d—a n d  t h e  u n s t e a dy eyes .   Bu t ,”
s h e  a d d e d  r eluc t a n tly, “I n eve r  liked  to  w a t c h
h e r—no, no t  les t  you  s ho uld  no tic e  it—b u t
b ec a u s e  s h e  did  no t  s e e m  t r u e  in h e r  w ays  wit h  you;
a n d  I s ho uld  h av e  miss e d  t hos e  sig ns  b u t  for  a  s t r a n g e
w a r nin g.” ...  S h e  p a u s e d.

“I wo uld  no t  b e  w a r n e d,” I a n s w e r e d
wi th  a  bi t t e r  sig h.   “Tell m e ,  M a do n n a.”

“It  w a s  w h e n  you  lef t  m e  in t his  r oo m  alon e,”
s h e  s aid,  h e r  exq uisi t e  d elicacy r e n d e ring  h e r  ave r s e
to  r e c al, no t  t h e  co e rcion  s h e  h a d  s uffe r e d ,  b u t  t h e
p ain  s h e  kn e w  I fel t  in so  coe r cing  h er.  “De a r e s t ,”
s h e  a d d e d  wi th  a  s u d d e n  effor t ,  “le t  m e  s p e ak
fra nkly, a n d  dis p el t h e  p ain  you  feel w hile  you  t hink
ove r  it  in silenc e.”

I kiss e d  t h e  h a n d  t h a t  cl as p e d  my ow n,  a n d  s h e  w e n t
on,  s p e a king  wi th  in t e n tion al  levity.

“H a d  a  Chief forgo t t e n?” t r a cin g  t h e  ou tline
of a  s t a r  u po n  h e r  boso m.   “Or  did  you  t hink
Clavel t a’s d a u g h t e r  h a d  no  s h a r e  in t h e  h e r e di t a ry
gift s  of h e r  fa mily?”
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“But  how  did  you u nlock t h e  s p rings?”

“Ah! t hos e  mig h t  h av e  b affled  m e  if you h a d
t r u s t e d  to  t h e m.   You m a d e  a  do u ble  mis t ak e  w h e n
you  left  E nva  on  g u a r d . ...  You do n’t t hink
I t e m p t e d  h e r  to  di sob ey?  E a g e r  a s  I w a s  for
r el e a s e ,  I could  no t  h ave  b e e n  so  do u bly fals e.  
S h e  did  it  u n cons ciously.  I t  is ti m e  to  p u t  h e r
ou t  of p ain.”

“Does  s h e  know  m e  so  li t tl e  a s  to  t hink  I could
m e a n  to  to r t u r e  h e r  by  s u s p e n s e?   Besides ,  eve n
s h e  m u s t  h ave  s e e n  t h a t  you  h a d  s ec u r e d  h e r  p a r do n.”

“Or  my ow n  p u nis h m e n t,” Eve e n a  a n s w e r e d.

“Sp a r e  m e  s uc h  wor ds ,  Eve e n a ,  u nle s s  you  m e a n
to  m a k e  m e  ye t  m o r e  a s h a m e d  of t h e  co m p ulsion  I did
e m ploy.  I n eve r  s pok e,  I n eve r  t hou g h t”——

“Forgive  m e ,  d e a r e s t .   Will it  vex you  to
find  how  cle a rly you r  flow e r-bi r d  h a s  lea r n e d  to  r e a d
your  will t h ro u g h  you r  eyes?   Whe n  I r efus e d  to
ob ey, a n d  you  fel t  you r s elf oblige d  to  co m p el, you r
fir s t  m o m e n t a ry t ho u g h t  w a s  to  t h r e a t e n,  you r  n ex t
t h a t  I s ho uld  no t  b elieve  you.  Whe n  you  laid
you r  h a n d  u po n  my  s ho uld er, t h u s,  i t w a s  no  g e s t u r e
of a n g e r  o r  m e n a c e.   You t ho u g h t  of t h e  only p ro mis e
I m u s t  b elieve,  a n d  you  d rop p e d  t h e  t ho u g h t  a s  q uickly
a s  you r  h a n d.   You wo uld  no t  s p e ak  t h e  wo r d  you
mig h t  h ave  to  k e e p.   N ay, d e a r e s t ,  w h a t  p ains  you
so?  You g ave  m e  no  p ain,  eve n  w h e n  you  c alled
a no t h e r  to  e nforc e  you r  co m m a n d.   Yet s u r ely you
know t h a t  t ha t  m u s t  h av e  t ri ed  my s pi ri t  fa r
m o r e  t h a n  a ny thing  els e  you  could  do.   You did
w ell.  Do you t hink  t h a t  I did  no t  a p p r e ci a t e
you r  imp e rious  a nxie ty for  m e;  t h a t  I did  no t  r e s p e c t
you r  r e solu tion  to  do  w h a t  you  t ho u g h t  r i gh t ,  o r  feel
how  m u c h  it  cos t  you?  If a ny t hin g  in t h e  w ays
of love  like  you r s  could  p ain  m e ,  i t wo uld  b e  t h e
so r t  of r e s e rve d  t e n d e r n e s s  t h a t  n eve r  t r e a t s  m e  a s
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fra nkly a n d  sim ply a s” ...  “The r e
w a s  no  n e e d  to  n a m e  ei th e r  of t hos e  so  d e a rly loved,
so  la t ely—a n d,  al a s!  so  diffe r e n tly—los t.  
Trus ting  t h e  loyalty of my  love  so  a b solu t ely in all
els e,  c a n  you  no t  t r u s t  it  to  a cc e p t  willingly t h e
e nfo rc e m e n t  of you r  will ... a s  you  h av e  e nfo rc e d
it  on  all o t h e r s  you  h ave  r ul e d,  fro m  t h e  soldie r s
of you r  ow n  wo rld  to  t h e  r e s t  of you r  ho us e hold?  
Ah! t h e  ligh t  b r e a ks  t h ro u g h  t h e  mis t .   Before
you  g ave  E nva  h e r  c h a r g e  you  s aid  to  m e  in h e r  p r e s e n c e ,
‘Forgive  m e  w h a t  you  force  u po n  m e;’ a s
if I, a bove  all, w e r e  no t  you r  ow n  to  d e al  wi th  a s
you  will.  De a r e s t ,  do  you  so  w ro n g  h e r  w ho  loves
you, a n d  is ho no u r e d  by you r  love,  a s  to  fancy t h a t
a ny exe r tion  of you r  a u t ho ri ty could  m a k e  h e r  feel
h u m ble d  in you r  ey es  o r  h e r  ow n?”

It  w a s  impossible  to  a n s w er.  N o t hin g  wo uld  h ave
m o r e  d e e ply wo u n d e d  h e r  si m ple  h u mility, so  fre e  fro m
s elf-conscious n e s s ,  a s  t h e  pl ain  t r u t h;  t h a t  a s  h e r
c h a r a c t e r  u nfolde d,  t h e  infinit e  s u p e rio ri ty of h e r
n a t u r e  al mos t  a w e d  m e  a s  so m e t hin g—s ave
for  t h e  in t e ns e  a n d  occ a sion ally p a s sion a t e  t e n d e r n e s s
of h e r  love—less  like  a  wo m a n  t h a n  a n  a n g el.
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“I w a s  a b so r b e d,” s h e  con tinu e d,  “in
t h e  effor t  t h a t  h a d  t h row n  E nva  in to  t h e  slu m b e r  of
ob e die nc e.   I did  no t  know o r  feel w h e r e  I w a s
o r  w h a t  I h a d  n ext  to  do.   My t ho u g h t ,  s till conc e n t r a t e d ,
h a d  forgo t t e n  its  a cco m plish e d  p u r pos e,  a n d  w a s  b e n t
on  you r  d a n g er.  So m e how  on  t h e  cus hion e d  pile
I s e e m e d  to  s e e  a  figu r e,  s t r a n g e  to  m e ,  b u t  w hich
I s h all n eve r  forg e t .   I t  w a s  a  youn g  gi rl, ve ry
sligh t ,  p ale ,  sickly, wit h  d a rk  ci rcles  ro u n d  t h e
clos e d  eyes,  slu m b e ring  like  E nva,  b u t  in eve ryt hing
els e  E nva’s ve ry op posi t e .   I s u p pos e  I w a s
mys elf e n t r a nc e d  o r  d r e a min g,  conscious  only of my
a nxie ty for  you, so  t h a t  it s e e m e d  n a t u r al  t h a t  ev e ryt hin g
s ho uld  conc e r n  you.  I r e m e m b e r  no t hing  of my
d r e a m  b u t  t h e  wo r ds  w hich,  w h e n  I c a m e  to  mys elf in
t h e  p e ris tyle,  a lon e,  w e r e  a s  cle a r  in  my m e m o ry a s
t h ey a r e  no w:—

 “’Watc h  t h e  h a n d  a n d  r e a d  t h e  ey es;
   On  his  b r e a s t  t h e  d a n g e r  lies—
   S t r e n g t h  is w e ak  a n d  childhood  wise.

 “’Fail t h e  bowl, a n d—’war e
t h e  knife! 
   Res t s  on  him  t h e  Sove r eig n’s
life,
   Res t s  t h e  h u s b a n d’s on  t h e
wife.

 “’They t h a t  wo uld  hi s  pow e r  co m m a n d
   Know w ho  holds  his  h e a r t  in h a n d:  
   Silke n  t r e s s  is s u r e s t  b a n d.

 “’Well t h ey  jud g e  Kargyn d a’s
m oo d,
   S t e el  to  p e r il, p ain,  a n d  blood,
   S u r ely t h ro u g h  his  m a t e  s u b d u e d.

 “’Love  c a n  m a k e  t h e  s t ro n g  a  slave,
   Fool t h e  wis e  a n d  q u ell t h e  b r ave
... 
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   Love  by s ac rifice  c a n  s ave.’”

“Sh e  a g ain!” I exclaim e d  involun t a rily.

“You h e ar,” m u r m u r e d  Eve e n a.   “In
kind n e ss  to  m e  h e e d  my  w a r ning,  if you  h ave  n e glec t e d
all o t h e r s.   Do no t  b r e a k  my h e a r t  in you r  m e r cy
to  a no t h er.  Eive”——

“Eive !—The  p ro p h e t e s s  knows
m e  b e t t e r  t h a n  you  do!  The  w a r nin g  m e a n s  t h a t
t h ey  no w  d e si r e  my s e c r e t  b efo r e  my life, a n d  sc h e m e
to  m a k e  you r  s afe ty t h e  p ric e  of my  dis ho nour. 
I t  is t h e  Devil’s t ho u g h t—or  t h e
Re g e n t’s!”

As I could  no t  d e cid e  to  s e n d  Eive  for t h  wi thou t  ho m e,
p ro t e c tion,  o r  co n t rol, a n d  Eve e n a  could  s u g g e s t  no
o th e r  cou r s e ,  t h e  d ays  wo r e  on  u n d e r  a  do m e s tic  t h u n d e r-cloud
w hich  r e n d e r e d  t h e  lea s t  s e n si tive  a m o n g  u s  u n co mfor t a bl e
a n d  u n h a p py, a n d  d e p rive d  t h r e e  a t  le a s t  of t h e  p a r ty
of a p p e ti t e,  of e a s e ,  a n d  al mos t  of sl ee p,  till t wo
ala r ming  incide n t s  b rok e  t h e  p ainful s t a g n a tion.

I h a d  jus t  left  Eive’s p ri son  on e  m o r nin g  w h e n
Eve e n a ,  w ho  w a s  h a bi tu ally e n t r u s t e d  wi t h  t h e  c h a r g e
of t h e s e  co m m u nic a tions,  p u t  in to  my h a n d s  t wo  slips
of t af roo.  The  on e  h a d  b e e n  given  h e r  by  a n  a m b a,
a n d  c a m e  fro m  Davilo’s s u b s ti t u t e  on  t h e  e s t a t e .  
I t  s aid  si m ply:  “You a n d  you  alon e  w e r e
r e cog nis e d  a m o n g  t h e  r e s c u e r s  of you r  frie n d.  
Befor e  two  d ays  h ave  p a s s e d  a n  a t t e m p t  will b e  m a d e
to  a r r e s t  you.”  The  o t h e r  c a m e  fro m  Es mo,
a n d  Eve e n a  h a d  b ro u g h t  it to  m e  u n r e a d,  a s  w a s  ind e e d
h e r  p r ac tice.   I could  no t  b e a r  to  look a t  h er,
t hou g h  I h eld  h e r  clos ely, a s  I r e a d  alou d  t h e  b ri ef
m e s s a g e  w hich  a n no u nc e d  t h e  d e a t h ,  by t h e  s ting  of
t wo  d r a go ns  (evide n tly lau nc h e d  by so m e  a s s a s sin’s
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h a n d,  b u t  u n d e r  ci rc u m s t a n c e s  t h a t  r e n d e r e d  d e t ec tion
by o r din a ry  m e a n s  ho p ele s s  for  t h e  m o m e n t), of h e r
b ro t h e r  a n d  Es m o’s son,  Kevim a; a n d  invit ed
u s  to  a  fun e r al  c e r e m o ny p e c ulia r  to  t h e  Zin t a.  
I n e e d  no t  s p e ak  of t h e  p ainful min u t e s  t h a t  follow e d,
d u ring  w hich  Eve e n a  s t rove  to  s u p p r e s s  for  my  s ak e
a t  onc e  h e r  t e a r s  for  h e r  loss  a n d  h e r  r e n e w e d  a n d
int e n sified  t e r ro r  on  my ow n  a cco u n t .   I t  w a s
s u d d e nly a n no u n c e d  by t h e  u s u al  signs  of t h e  m u t e  m e s s e n g e r
t h a t  a  visi to r  a w ai t e d  m e  in t h e  h all.  E r gi mo
b ro u g h t  a  m e s s a g e  fro m  t h e  Ca m p t a,  w hich  r a n  a s  follows:—

“Awar e  t h a t  t h ei r  t r e a c h e ry  is s u s p e c t e d,  t h e
e n e my now  s e ek  you r  s ec r e t  fir s t ,  a n d  t h e n  you r  life. 
Gu a r d  bo t h  for  a  ve ry s ho r t  tim e.   Your  fa t e ,
you r  frien d s’, a n d  my ow n  a r e  s t ak e d  on  t h e  issu e .  
The  s a m e  Cou ncil t h a t  s e n d s  t h e  t r ai to r s  to  t h e  r a ck
will s e e  t h e  law r e p e al e d.”

I q u e s tion e d  E r gi mo a s  to  hi s  knowle d g e  of t h e  si t u a tion.

“The  e n e my,” h e  s aid,  “m us t  h ave
c h a n g e d  t h ei r  pl a n.   O n e  a m o n g  t h e m,  a t  lea s t ,
is p ro b a bly a w a r e  t h a t  his  t r e a so n  is s u s p e c t e d  bo t h
by his  Sove r eig n  a n d  by t h e  Or d er.  This  will
d rive  hi m  d e s p e r a t e;  a n d  if h e  c a n  c a p t u r e  you  a n d
ex to r t  you r  s ec r e t ,  h e  will t hink  h e  c a n  u s e  it  to
effec t  his  p u r pos e ,  o r  a t  le a s t  to  e n s u r e  his  e sc a p e.  
H e  m ay t hink  op e n  r e b ellion,  d e s p e r a t e  a s  i t is, s afe r
t h a n  w ai ting  for  t h e  fir s t  blow to  co m e  fro m  t h e  Zint a
o r  fro m  t h e  Palace .”

My r e solve  w a s  s p e e dily t ak e n.   At t h e  s a m e  m o m e n t
c a m e  t h e  n e c e s si ty for  e s c a p e,  a n d  t h e  oppo r t u ni ty
a n d  exc us e.   I sou g h t  ou t  t h e  w ri t e r  of t h e  fi r s t
m e s s a g e,  w ho  e n ti r ely conc u r r e d  wi th  m e  in t h e  p rop rie ty
of t h e  s t e p  I w a s  a bo u t  to  t ak e;  only r eco m m e n ding
m e  to  a p ply p e r so n ally for  a  p a s s po r t  fro m  t h e  Ca m p t a ,
s uc h  a s  wo uld  ove r ride  a ny a t t e m p t  to  d e t ain  m e  eve n
by leg al w a r r a n t .   H e  u n d e r took to  c a r e  for  t hos e
I left  b e hin d;  to  r el e a s e  a n d  p rovide  for  Eive,  a n d
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to  s e e ,  in  c a s e  I s hould  no t  r e t u r n ,  t h a t  full jus tice
w a s  do n e  to  t h e  in t e r e s t s  of t h e  o t h e r s,  a s  w ell a s
to  t h ei r  claim  to  r ele a s e  fro m  con t r a c t s  w hich  my d e p a r t u r e
fro m  t h ei r  wo rld  ou g h t ,  like  d e a t h  it s elf, to  c a nc el. 
The  royal p a s s po r t  c a m e  e r e  I w a s  r e a dy to  d e p a r t ,
exp r e s s e d  in t h e  fulles t ,  cle a r e s t  lan g u a g e,  a n d  s uc h
a s  no n e,  b u t  a n  office r  p r e p a r e d  ins t a n tly to  r e b el
a g ain s t  t h e  a u t ho ri ty w hich  g ave  it, d a r e d  d efy. 
Du ring  t h e  las t  p r e p a r a tions,  Velna  a n d  Eve e n a  w e r e
clos e t e d  tog e t h e r  in t h e  c h a m b e r  of t h e  for m e r;  no r
did  I c a r e  to  int e r r u p t  a  p a r tin g  t h e  m os t  p ainful,
s ave  on e,  of t hos e  t h a t  h a d  t hi s  d ay  to  b e  u n d e r go n e.  
I w e n t  mys elf to  Eive.

“I le ave  you,” I s aid,  “a  p rison er,
no t,  I ho p e,  for  long.   If I r e t u r n  in s afe ty,
I will t h e n  conside r  in  w h a t  m a n n e r  t h e  t e r min a tion
of you r  confine m e n t  c a n  b e  r econciled  wit h  w h a t  is
d u e  to  mys elf a n d  o th e r s .   If no t ,  you  will b e
ye t  m o r e  c e r t ainly a n d  m o r e  s p e e dily r el e a s e d.  
And now, child  w ho m  I onc e  loved,  to  w ho m  I t hou g h t
I h a d  b e e n  e s p e ci ally g e n tl e  a n d  indulg e n t ,  w a s  t h e
mis e r a ble  r e w a r d  offe r e d  you  t h e  sole  m o tive  t h a t
r ais e d  you r  h a n d  a g ain s t  my  life?  Poison, I h ave
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alw ays  s aid,  is t h e  p ro t ec tion  of t h e  ho us e hold  sl ave
a g ain s t  t h e  do m e s tic  ty r a n t .   If I h a d  eve r  b e e n
h a r s h  o r  u nju s t  to  you, if I h a d  m a d e  you r  life  u n h a p py
by c a p rice  o r  by s eve ri ty, I could  u n d e r s t a n d.  
Bu t  you of all h ave  h a d  lea s t  r e a so n  to  co m plain.  
N o t  E nva’s jealous  t e m p er, no t  Lee noo’s
s pi t e ,  eve r  s u g g e s t e d  to  t h e m  t h e  ide a  w hich  c a m e  so
e a sily a n d  w a s  so  long  a n d  d elibe r a t ely c h e ris h e d
in you r  b r e a s t .”

S h e  ro s e  a n d  fac e d  m e,  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  so m e t hin g  of
con t e m p t  in t h e  eyes  t h a t  a n s w e r e d  min e  for  t his  onc e
wi th  t h e  old  fea rl es s  fr a nk n e s s.

“I h a d  no  r e a so n  to  h a t e  you?  N o t  c e r t ainly
for  t h e  kind  of inju ry w hich  co m m o nly p rovokes  wo m e n
to  risk  t h e  lives  t h ei r  m a s t e r s  h ave  m a d e  in tole r a ble.  
Tha t  you r  di scipline  w a s  t h e  ligh t e s t  eve r  know n  in
a  ho us e hold,  I n e e d  no t  t ell you.  Tha t  it fell
m o r e  ligh tly, if so m e w h a t  of t e n er, on  m e  t h a n  on  o t h e r s,
you  know  a s  w ell a s  I. P u t  all t h e  co r r e c tion  o r  r e p roof
I eve r  r e c eived  fro m  you  in to  on e,  a n d  r e p e a t  it d aily,
a n d  n ev e r  s ho uld  I h ave  co m plain e d,  m u c h  les s  d r e a m e d
of r ev e n g e.   You t hink  E nva  o r  Lee noo mig h t  less
u n n a t u r ally, les s  u n r e a son a bly, h ave  t u r n e d  u po n  you,
b ec a u s e  you r  m e a s u r e  to  t h ei r  faul ts  w a s  so m e w h a t
h a r d e r  a n d  you r  h e a r t  colde r  to  t h e m!   You did
no t  sc r u ple  to  m a k e  a  favou ri t e  of m e  af t e r  a  fas hion,
a s  you  wo uld  n eve r  h ave  do n e  eve n  of E u n a n e.  
You could  p e t  a n d  pl ay wi th  m e ,  c h eck  a n d  p u nis h  m e ,
a s  a  c hild  w ho  wo uld  no t  ’sicke n  a t  t h e  s w e e t s ,
o r  b e  h u m ble d  by t h e  s a n d al.’  You forbo r e
long er, you  d e al t  m o r e  s t e r nly wi th  t h e m,  b e c a us e ,
for soo t h,  t h ey  w e r e  wo m e n  a n d  I a  b a by.  I, w ho
w a s  no t  les s  cleve r  t h a n  E u n a n e ,  no t  less  c a p a ble
of love,  p e r h a p s  of d evo tion  to  you, t h a n  Eve e n a,
I mig h t  r e s t  my  h e a d  on  you r  kn e e  w h e n  s h e
w a s  by, I mig h t  lis t e n  to  you r  t alk w h e n  o t h e r s  w e r e
s e n t  a w ay; I w a s  too  m u c h  t h e  child,  too  li t tl e  t h e
wo m a n,  to  exci t e  you r  di s t r u s t  o r  h e r  jealousy. 
Do you  s u p pos e  I t hink  b e t t e r  of you, o r  feel t h e
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m o r e  kindly tow a r d s  you, t h a t  you  h ave  no t  t ak e n  ven g e a nc e?  
N o! s till you  h av e  d e al t  wi th  m e  a s  a  c hild; so  u n t a u g h t
ye t  by t h a t  las t  les son,  t h a t  eve n  a  wo m a n’s
r eve n g e  c a n no t  m a k e  you  t r e a t  m e  a s  a  wo m a n!  
Cla sfe m p t a!  you  b e ar, I b elieve,  ou t side,  t h e  fa m e
of a  wis e  a n d  a  fir m  m a n;  b u t  in t h e s e  lit tle  h a n d s
you  h ave  b e e n  a s  w e ak  a  fool a s  t h e  ve ries t  do t a r d
mig h t  h ave  b e e n;—a n d  m ay  b e  ye t .”

“As you  will,” I a n s w e r e d,  s t u n g  in to
a n  a n g e r  w hich  a t  a ny r a t e  q u elled  t h e  wo r s t  p ain
I h a d  fel t  w h e n  I e n t e r e d  t h e  roo m.  “Fool
o r  s a g e ,  Eive,  I w a s  you r  fellow-c r e a t u r e ,  you r  p ro t ec tor,
a n d  you r  frien d.   Whe n  bi t t e r  t ro u ble  b efals  you
in life, o r  w h e n,  alon e,  you  find  you r s elf face  to
fac e  wi th  d e a t h ,  you  m ay t hink  of w h a t  h a s  p a s s e d
to-d ay.  The n  r e m e m b er, for  you r  co mfo r t ,  my  las t
wo r d s—I forgive  you, a n d  I wis h  you  h a p py.”
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To Velna  I could  no t  s p e ak.   S u r e  t h a t  Eve e n a
h a d  told  h e r  all s h e  co uld  wis h  to  know  o r  all it
w a s  s afe  to  t ell, a  long  e m b r a c e  s poke  my  fa r e w ell
to  h e r  w ho  h a d  s h a r e d  wi th  m e  t h e  fir s t  p a r t  of t h e
long  w a t c h  of t h e  d e a t h-c h a m b er.  Enva  a n d  h e r
co m p a nions  h a d  g a t h e r e d ,  no t  fro m  wo r ds ,  t h a t  t his
jou r n ey w a s  m o r e  t h a n  a n  o r din a ry a b s e nc e .   So m e
ins tinc t  o r  p r e s e n ti m e n t  s u g g e s t e d  to  t h e m  t h a t  it
mig h t ,  pos sibly a t  le a s t ,  b e  a  final p a r ti ng;  a n d
I w a s  to uc h e d  a s  m u c h  a s  s u r p ri s e d  by t h e  t e a r s  a n d
b rok e n  wo r ds  wi th  w hich  t h ey  a s s u r e d  m e  t h a t ,  g r e a tly
a s  t h ey  h a d  vexed  my ho m e  life, conscious  a s  t h ey
w e r e  t h a t  t h ey h a d  co n t ribu t e d  to  it  no  el e m e n t  b u t
bi t t e r n e s s  a n d  t ro u ble,  t h ey  fel t  t h a t  t h ey h a d  b e e n
t r e a t e d  wi th  u nfailing  jus tice  a n d  al mos t  u nfailing
kind n e ss .   The n,  t u r ning  to  Eve e n a,  E nva  s poke
for  t h e  r e s t—

“We s hould  h av e  t r e a t e d  you  les s  ill if w e  could
a t  all h ave  u n d e r s tood  you.  We u n d e r s t a n d  you
jus t  a s  li t tl e  now.  Cla sfe m p t a  is m a n  af t e r  all,
b ridling  his  ow n  t e m p e r  a s  a  s t ro n g  m a n  r ul es  a  la rg e
ho us e hold  of wo m e n  or  a  h e r d  of a m ba u . 
Bu t  you a r e  no t  wo m a n  like  o th e r  wo m e n;  a n d  yet ,  in
so  fa r  a s  wo m e n  a r e  o r  t hink  t h ey  a r e  sof t e r  o r  g e n tl e r
t h a n  m e n,  so  far, t w elvefold  t w elve  tim e s  told, a r e
you  soft er, t e n d e r er, g e n tle r  t h a n  wo m a n.”

Eve e n a  s t r u g gled  h a r d  so  fa r  to  s u p p r e s s  h e r  so bs
a s  to  give  a n  a n s w er.  Bu t,  a b a n do nin g  t h e  effo r t ,
s h e  only kiss e d  w a r mly t h e  lips, a n d  cla s p e d  long
a n d  t e n d e rly t h e  h a n d s,  t h a t  h a d  n ev e r  s poke n  a  kind
wo r d  o r  do n e  a  kind  a c t  for  h er.  At t h e  ve ry las t
m o m e n t  s h e  falt e r e d  ou t  a  few wo r d s  w hich  w e r e  no t
for  t h e m.

“Tell Eive,” s h e  s aid,  “I wis h  h e r
w ell; a n d  wishing  h e r  w ell, I c a n no t  wis h  h e r  h a p py—y e t .”

We e m b a rk e d  in t h e  b alloon,  a t t e n d e d  a s  on  ou r  las t
jou r n ey by t wo  of t h e  b r e t h r e n  in my e m ploym e n t ,  bo t h,
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I no tice d,  a r m e d  wi th  t h e  ligh t ning  g u n.   I mys elf
t r u s t e d  a s  u s u al to  t h e  s wo r d,  s t ro n g,  s t r aigh t ,  h e avy,
wi th  t wo  e d g e s  s h a r p  a s  r azo rs ,  t h a t  h a d  e n a ble d  my
h a n d  so  oft e n  to  g u a r d  my h e a d;  a n d  t h e  ai r-g u n  t h a t
r e min d e d  m e  of so  m a ny d ays  of s po r t ,  t h e  m o r e  e njoye d
for  t h e  p e ril t h a t  a t t e n d e d  it.   S c r e e n e d  fro m
obs e rva tion,  bo t h  r e clining  in ou r  ow n  co m p a r t m e n t
of t h e  c ar, Eve e n a  a n d  I s p e n t  t h e  long  u n dis t u r b e d
ho u r s  of t h e  fi r s t  t h r e e  d ays  a n d  nig h t s  of ou r  jou r n ey
in silen t  in t e r c h a n g e  of t ho u g h t  a n d  feeling  t h a t
s eldo m  n e e d e d  o r  w a s  in t e r r u p t e d  by  wo r ds .   H e r
fa mily affec tions  w e r e  ve ry s t ron g.   H e r  b ro t h e r
h a d  d e s e rve d  a n d  wo n  h e r  love; b u t  conscious  so  long
of a  p e ril s u r ro u n ding  mys elf, fea rfully imp r e s s e d
by t h e  incide n t  w hich  s how e d  how  clos e  t h a t  p e ril h a d
co m e,  h e r  t ho u g h t  a n d  feeling  w e r e  a b so r b e d  in m e .  
So, could  t h ey h ave  know n  t h e  p r e s e n t  a n d  for e s e e n
t h e  fu tu r e ,  eve n  t hos e  w ho  loved  h e r  b e s t  a n d  m o s t
p rized  h e r  love  for  t h e m  would  h ave  wish e d  it to  b e .  
As w e  c ros s e d,  a t  t h e  h eigh t  of a  t hou s a n d  fee t ,  t h e
rive r  dividing  t h a t  con tine n t  b e t w e e n  e a s t  a n d  w e s t
w hich  m a r ks  t h e  fron tie r  of Elc avoo, a  sligh t  m a rk e d
m ove m e n t  of a gi t a tion,  a  few e a g e r  w hisp e r s  of cons ul t a tion,
in  t h e  o t h e r  co m p a r t m e n t  c alled  my a t t e n tion.  
As I p a r t e d  t h e  sc r e e n,  t h e  eld e r  of t h e  a t t e n d a n t
b r e t h r e n  a d d r e s s e d  m e—
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“The r e  is d a n g er,” h e  s aid  in  a  low ton e,
no t  low e no u g h  to  e sc a p e  Eve e n a’s  q uick  e a r
w h e n  my s af e ty w a s  in q u e s tion.   “Anoth e r
b alloon  is s t e e r ing  righ t  a c ro ss  ou r  p a t h ,  a n d  on e
in it  b e a r s ,  a s  w e  s e e  t h ro u g h  t h e  pavlo  (t h e
s p ec t acl e-like  do u ble  field-gl as s  of M a r s), t h e  s a s h
of a  Re g e n t ,  w hile  his  a t t e n d a n t s  w e a r  t h e  u nifo r m
of sc a rl e t  a n d  g r ey” (th a t  of E n do  Za m p t a).  
“Take,  I b e g  you, t his  ligh t ning-piec e.  
Will you  t ak e  co m m a n d,  o r  s h all w e  a c t  for  you?”

Pa r tin g  sligh tly t h e  fold of t h e  m a n tle  I wor e ,  for
a t  t h a t  h eig h t ,  s ave  im m e dia t ely u n d e r  t h e  r ays  of
t h e  s u n,  t h e  a t mos p h e r e  is cold,  I a n s w e r e d  by s howing
t h e  golde n  s a s h  of my  r a nk.   We w e n t  on  s t e a dily,
t aking  no  no t e  w h a t eve r  of t h e  hos tile  vess el till
it  c a m e  wi thin  h ailing  dis t a nc e.

“Keep  you r  g u n s  s t e a dily poin t e d ,” I s aid,
“ha p p e n  w h a t  m ay.  If you  h ave  to  fir e ,
fir e  on e  a t  a ny w ho  is r e a dy to  fir e  a t  u s ,  t h e  o t h e r
a t  t h e  b alloon  it s elf.”

A lit tle  b elow b u t  b e sid e  u s  E n do  Za m p t a  h ailed.  
“I a r r e s t  you,” h e  s aid,  a d d r e s sing  m e
by n a m e,  “on  b e h alf of t h e  Arch-Cou r t  a n d  by
t h ei r  w a r r a n t .   Drop  you r  w e a po n s  o r  w e  fir e.”

“And I,” I s aid,  “by vir tu e  of t h e
Ca m p t a’s sig n  a n d  sig n e t  a t t ac h e d  to  t his,”
a n d  Eve e n a  h eld  for t h  t h e  p a p er, w hile  my w e a po n  cove r e d
t h e  Reg e n t ,  “fo rbid  you  to  in t e r r u p t  o r  d el ay
my  voya g e  for  a  m o m e n t.”

I allow e d  t h e  hos tile  vess el  to  clos e  so  n e a rly t h a t
E n do  could  r e a d  t h ro u g h  his  gl a s s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s—p u r pos ely,
I t ho u g h t ,  m a d e  u n u s u ally la r g e—of his
Sove r eig n’s p e r e m p to ry p a s s po r t .   To do  so
h e  h a d  d ro p p e d  his  w e a po n,  a n d  his  m e n,  n a t u r ally
exp ec ting  a  p e a c e a ble  t e r min a tion  to  t h e  in t e rview,
h a d  laid dow n  t h ei r s .   Min e  h a d  ob eye d  my o r d er,
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a n d  w e  w e r e  m a s t e r s  of t h e  si t u a tion,  w h e n,  wit h  a
s u d d e n  t u r n  of t h e  sc r ew, t h ro win g  his  ves s el in to
a n  al mos t  ho rizon t al posi tion,  E n do  b ro u g h t  his  c a r
in to  collision  wi th  ou r s  a n d  e n d e avou r e d  to  s eize
Eve e n a’s p e r so n,  a s  s h e  lea n e d  ove r  wi th  t h e
p a p e r  in  h e r  h a n d.   S h e  w a s  too  q uick  for  hi m,
a n d  I c alled  ou t  a t  onc e ,  “Dow n,  o r  w e  fir e.” 
His  m e n,  a bo u t  to  g r a s p  t h ei r  pi ec e s,  s a w  t h a t  on e
of ou r s  w a s  levelled  a t  t h e  b alloon,  a n d  t h a t  b efo r e
t h ey could  fir e ,  a  single  s ho t  fro m  u s  m u s t  s e n d  t h e m
e a r t h w a r d s,  to  b e  c r u s h e d  in to  on e  s h a p ele s s  m a s s
by t h e  fall.  E n do  s a w  t h a t  h e  h a d  no  choice  b u t
to  ob ey o r  affec t  ob e die nc e,  a n d,  t u r nin g  t h e  t a p
t h a t  le t  ou t  t h e  g a s  by a  pip e  p a s sin g  t h ro u g h  t h e
c ar, s e n t  his  vess el  r a pidly dow n w a r d,  a s  wi th  a  for m al
s alu t e  h e  affec t e d  to  a c c e p t  t h e  co m m a n d  of his  P rinc e.  
Ins t a n tly g r a s ping,  no t  t h e  ligh t ning  g u n,  w hich,  if
it  s t r uck  t h ei r  b alloon, m u s t  d e s t roy t h ei r  w hole
p a r ty in  a n  ins t a n t ,  b u t  my  ai r-g u n,  w hich,  by  m a king
a  s m all hole  in t h e  vas t  s u rfac e,  wo uld  allow t h e m
to  d e s c e n d  alive  t hou g h  wi th  u n ple a s a n t  a n d  p e rilous
r a pidi ty, I fi r e d,  a n d  by so  doing  p r eve n t e d  t h e  u s e
of a n  a s p hyxia to r  conc e al e d  in t h e  c ar, w hich  t h e
t r e a c h e ro u s  Re g e n t  w a s  r a pidly a r r a n ging  for  u s e .

The  s ucc e s s  of t h e s e  m a n o e uv r e s  d eligh t e d  my  a t t e n d a n t s ,
a n d  g ave  t h e m  a  confide nc e  t h ey  h a d  no t  ye t  fel t  in
my  a p p r eci a tion  of M a r ti al p e r ils  a n d  r e so u r c e s .  
We r e a c h e d  Ec a sfe  a n d  Es mo’s ho u s e  wi t ho u t  fu r t h e r
m oles t a tion,  a n d  a  p a r ty of t h e  Zin t a  w a tc h e d  t h e  b alloon
w hile  Eve e n a  a n d  I p a s s e d  in to  t h e  d w elling.
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P r e s e rve d  fro m  co r r u p tion  by t h e  cold  w hich  M a r ti al
c h e mis t ry a p plies  a t  ple a s u r e ,  t h e  co r p s e  of Kevim a
looke d  a s  t h e  living  m a n  looke d  in sl ee p,  b u t  c al m e r
a n d  wi t h  fea t u r e s  m o r e  p e rfec tly co m pos e d.   Quie tly,
g r avely, wi th  s t r e a ming  t e a r s ,  b u t  wit h  s elf-co m m a n d
w hich  di sp elle d  my fe a r  of evil cons e q u e nc e s  to  h er,
Eve e n a  kiss e d  t h e  lips  t h a t  w e r e  so  soon  to  exis t
no  long er.  F ro m  t h e  a c t u al  p roc e s s  by  w hich  t h e
body is d e s t roye d,  t h e  t a s t e  a n d  feeling  of t h e  Zint a
exclud e  t h e  im m e dia t e  r el a tives  of t h e  d e a d;  a n d  no t
till t h e  gold e n  c h e s t  wi th  its  insc rip tion  w a s  pl ac e d
in Es mo’s h a n d s  did  w e  t ak e  fu r t h e r  p a r t  in  t h e
p roc e e din g.   The n  t h e  sy m bolic confession  of fai t h,
by  w hich  t h e  b r e t h r e n  a t t e s t  a n d  p roclai m t h ei r  confide nc e
in t h e  u nive r s al all-p e rva ding  r ul e  of t h e  Give r  of
life  a n d  in t h e  p e r m a n e n c e  of His  gift,  w a s  c h a n t e d.  
A Chief of t h e  Ord e r  p ro no u n c e d  a  b ri ef b u t  touc hin g
e ulogy on  t h e  d e c e a s e d.   Anoth e r  exp r e s s e d  on  b e h alf
of all t h ei r  sy m p a t hy wi th  t h e  b e r e ave d  fa th e r  a n d
fa mily.  Consign e d  to  t h ei r  c a r e ,  t h e  c a s e  t h a t
con t ain e d  all t h a t  no w  r e m ain e d  to  u s  of t h e  las t
m al e  h ei r  of t h e  Foun d e r’s ho us e  w a s  r e m ove d
for  conveya nc e  to  t h e  m o r t u a ry  c h a m b e r  of t h e  s u b t e r r e n e
Tem ple.   Bu t  e r e  t hos e  so  c h a r g e d  h a d  t u r n e d  to
leave  t h e  c h a m b e r  in  w hic h  t h e  c e r e mo ny h a d  p a s s e d,
a  flas h  so  b righ t  a s  a t  noon d ay to  ligh t  u p  t h e  e n ti r e
p e ris tyle  a n d  t h e  ch a m b e r s  op e nin g  on  it,  s t a r tl e d
u s  all; a n d  a  s e n tinel, e n t e rin g  in  h a s t e  a n d  cons t e r n a t ion,
a n no u nc e d  t h e  d e s t r uc tion  of ou r  b alloon  by a  ligh t nin g
flas h  fro m  t h e  w e a po n  of so m e  conc e aled  e n e my. 
Es mo,  a t  t hi s  al a r min g  incide n t ,  di spl aye d  his  u s u al
c al m  r e solve.   H e  o r d e r e d  t h a t  c a r ri a g e s  s ufficien t
to  convey so m e  t w e n ty-fou r  of t h e  b r e t h r e n  s ho uld
b e  ins t a n tly collec t e d,  a n d  a n no u nc e d  his  r e solve  to
e sco r t  u s  a t  onc e  to  t h e  Ast ron a u t .   Befor e  five
min u t e s  h a d  ela ps e d  fro m  t h e  d e s t r uc tion  of t h e  b alloon,
Zulve  a n d  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  fa mily h a d  t ak e n  leave  of
Eve e n a  a n d  mys elf.  Atte n d e d  by t h e  p a r ty m u s t e r e d ,
occ u pying  a  c a r ri ag e  in t h e  c e n t r e  of t h e  p roc es sion,
w e  lef t  t h e  g a t e  of t h e  e nclos u r e .   I obs e rve d,
w h a t  s e e m e d  to  e sc a p e  eve n  Es mo’s a t t e n tion,
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t h a t  a n g ry  looks  w e r e  b e n t  u po n  u s  fro m  m a ny a  roof,
a n d  t h a t  h e r e  a n d  t h e r e  g ro u p s  w e r e  g a t h e r e d  in  t h e
e nclos u r e s  a n d  on  t h e  ro a d,  a m o n g  w ho m  I s a w  no t  a
few w e a po n s.   I w a s  gl a d  to  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  a  p a r ty
of t h e  Zvelt a u  s till a w ai t e d  Es mo’s r e t u r n  a t
his  ow n  r e sid e nc e.   We d rove  a s  fas t  a s  t h e  el ec t ric
s p e e d  wo uld  c a r ry  u s  along  t h e  ro a d  I h a d  t r ave r s e d
onc e  b efor e  in  t h e  co m p a ny of h e r  w ho  w a s  now  my  wife—to
b e,  I hop e d,  for  t h e  fu tu r e  my sole  wife—a n d
of hi m  w ho  h a d  b e e n  eve r  sinc e  ou r  m o r t al  e n e my. 
Whe r e  t h e  c a r ri a g e s  could  p roc e e d  no  fu r t h e r  w e  di s mou n t e d,
a n d  Es mo  m u s t e r e d  t h e  p a r ty in o r d er.  All w e r e
a r m e d  wi th  t h e  s p e a r  a n d  ligh t ning  g u n.   Placing
Eve e n a  in t h e  c e n t r e  of a  solid  s q u a r e ,  Es m o  di r ec t e d
m e  to  t ak e  my pl ac e  b e sid e  h er.  I expos t ul a t e d—

“Clavelt a ,  it  is impossible  for  m e  to  t ak e  t h e
plac e  of s afe ty, w h e n  o t h e r s  w ho  ow e  m e  no t hing  m ay
b e  a bo u t  to  r i sk  life  on  my b e h alf.  Eve e n a ,  a s
wo m a n  a n d  a s  d e sc e n d a n t  of t h e  Foun d er, m ay  w ell claim
t h ei r  p ro t e c tion.   I t  is for  m e  to  s h a r e  in  h e r
d efe nc e ,  no t  in h e r  s afe ty.”
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H e  r ai s e d  t h e  a r m  t h a t  bo r e  t h e  Sign e t ,  a n d  looke d
a t  m e  wi t h  t h e  c al m  co m m a n ding  gl a nc e  t h a t  n ev e r  failed
to  e nfo rc e  his  will.  “Take  you r  plac e ,”
h e  s aid; a n d  r e c alled  to  t h e  ins tinc t s  of t h e  c a m p,
I r ai s e d  my h a n d  in t h e  milit a ry s alu t e  so  long  di su s e d,
a n d  ob eye d  in silenc e.

“St rike  p ro m p tly, s t r ike  h a r d,  a n d  s t rike  ho m e,”
s aid  Es mo  to  his  li t tle  p a r ty.  “The  d a n g e r
t h a t  m ay  t h r e a t e n  u s  is no t  fro m  t h e  law or  fro m  t h e
S t a t e ,  b u t  fro m  a n  a t t e m p t  a t  m u r d e r  t h ro u g h  a  p e rve r sion
of t h e  law a n d  in t h e  n a m e  of t h e  Sove r eig n.  
Thos e  w ho  t h r e a t e n  u s  ai m  al so  a t  t h e  Ca m p t a’s
life, a n d  t hos e  w e  m ay m e e t  a r e  his  foes  a s  w ell a s
ou r s .   Conq u e r e d  h e r e ,  t h ey c a n  h a r dly a s s ail u s
a g ain.   Victo rious ,  t h ey  will d e s t roy u s ,  no t
leave  u s  a n  a p p e al  to  t h e  law o r  to  t h e  t h ro n e.”

Placing  hi m s elf a  lit tl e  in fron t  of t h e  t roop,  ou r
Chief g ave  t h e  sign al  to  a dva nc e,  a n d  w e  m ove d  forw a r d .  
I t  s e e m e d  to  m e  a  fa t al  e r ro r  t h a t  no  sco u t  p r ec e d e d
u s,  no  flanking  p a r ty w a s  t h row n  ou t .   This  n e glec t
r e min d e d  m e  t h a t ,  my  co m r a d e s  a n d  co m m a n d e r  w e r e  d evoid
of milit a ry exp e ri e nc e ,  a n d  I w a s  a bo u t  to  r e m o ns t r a t e
w h e n,  s u d d e nly w h e eling  on  t h e  rocky pla tfo r m  on  w hich
I h a d  fir s t  p a u s e d  in my  d e s c e n t  fro m  t h e  s u m mi t,
a n d  facing  tow a r d s  t h e  la t t er, w e  e n cou n t e r e d  a  forc e
ou t n u m b e ring  ou r  ow n  a s  t wo  to  on e  a n d  w e a rin g  t h e
colou r s  of t h e  Re g e n t .   The  fron t  r a nks  q u ailed,
a s  m e n  alw ays  q u ailed  u n d e r  Es mo’s s t e a dy g az e,
a n d  los t  n e rve  a n d  o r d e r  a s  t h ey  fell b a ck  to  righ t
a n d  left; a  m ove m e n t  in t e n d e d  to  give  pl ay to  t h e  a s p hyxia to r
t h ey h a d  b ro u g h t  wi th  t h e m.   Thei r  s t r a t e gy w a s
no  less  ri diculous  t h a n  ou r  ow n.   Devoid  for  a g e s
of all exp e ri e nc e  in co nflict ,  bo t h  le a d e r s  mig h t
h ave  lea r n e d  b e t t e r  fro m  t h e  con d u c t  of t h e  t h e m e  a t
b ay.  The  e n e my w e r e  d r a w n  u p  so  n e a r  t h e  t u r n
t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  no  roo m  for  t h e  u s e  of t h ei r  m os t  d e s t r uc tive
e n gin e;  a n d,  h a d  w e  b e e n  b e t t e r  p r e p a r e d,  n ei th e r
t his  no r  t h ei r  ligh t nin g  g u n s  would  h ave  b e e n  q uick
e no u g h  to  a n ticipa t e  a  c h a r g e  t h a t  wo uld  h ave  b ro u g h t
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u s  h a n d  to  h a n d.   Eve n  h a d  t h ey b e e n  s t e a dy a n d
p ro m p t,  t h e  s uffoc a ting  s h ell would  p ro b a bly h ave
a n nihila t e d  bo t h  p a r ti e s,  a n d  t h e  disch a r g e  wo uld
c e r t ainly h av e  b e e n  a s  d a n g e ro u s  to  t h e m  a s  to  u s .  
In  a no t h e r  ins t a n t  a  flash  fro m  s eve r al  of ou r  w e a po n s,
si m ul t a n eo u sly levelled,  s h a t t e r e d  t h e  ins t r u m e n t
to  fra g m e n t s .   We a dva nc e d  a t  a  r u n,  a n d  t h e  e n e my
wo uld  h ave  give n  w ay a t  onc e  b u t  t h a t  t h ei r  r e t r e a t
lay u p  so  s t e e p  a n  incline,  a n d  n ei th e r  to  r ig h t  no r
lef t  could  t h ey  w ell dis p e r s e ,  b eing  h e m m e d  in by
a  rocky w all on  on e  side  a n d  a  p r e cipi tous  d e s c e n t
on  t h e  o t h er.  F ro m  ou r  rig h t  r e ar, how ever, w h e r e
t h e  g ro u n d  wo uld  h ave  co nc e ale d  a  n u m e ro us  a m b u s h,
I a p p r e h e n d e d  a n  a t t a ck  w hich  m u s t  h ave  b e e n  fa t al;
b u t  eve n  so  sim ple  a n d  d e cisive  a  m e a s u r e  h a d  n eve r
occ u r r e d  to  t h e  Re g e n t’s milit a ry igno r a nc e .
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At t his  c ri tic al m o m e n t  a  flas h  fro m  a  t hicke t  r eve al e d
t h e  w e a po n  of so m e  hidd e n  e n e my, w ho  t h u s  e sc a p e d
facing  t h e  g az e  t h a t  no n e  could  e n cou n t e r ;  a n d  Es mo
fell, s t r uck  d e a d  a t  onc e  by t h e  ligh t nin g-s ho t .  
The  a s s a s sin  s p r a n g  u p,  a n d  I r e cog nise d  t h e  fea t u r e s
of E n do  Za m p t a .   Confou n d e d  a n d  a m az e d,  t h e  Zvel t a u
b rok e  a n d  fell b a ckw a r d ,  h u r rying  Eve e n a  a w ay wi th
t h e m.   E n a ble d  by size  a n d  s t r e n g t h  to  ex t rica t e
mys elf a t  onc e,  I s tood  a t  b ay  wi th  my b a ck  a g ains t
t h e  rocks  on  ou r  left,  a  p rojec tion  ri sing  a s  high
a s  my kn e e  a s sis ting  to  hin d e r  t h e  e n e my fro m  e n ti r ely
a n d  clos ely s u r ro u n din g  m e.   I h a d  t h row n  a sid e
a t  t h e  m o m e n t  of t h e  a t t a ck  t h e  m a n tl e  t h a t  conc e al e d
my  s a s h  a n d  s t a r ;  a n d  I obs e rve d  t h a t  a no t h e r  Chief
h a d  don e  t h e  s a m e.   I t  w a s  h e  w ho, occ u pying  a t
t h e  t ri al t h e  s e a t  on  Es mo’s left,  h a d  s how n
t h e  s t ro n g e s t  dis posi tion  to  m e r cy, a n d  no w  dis playe d
t h e  coole s t  cou r a g e  a mid  confusion  a n d  d a n g er.

“Rally t h e m,” I c rie d  to  hi m,  “a n d
t r u s t  t h e  c ri mso n  bl ad e  [cold  s t e el].  Thes e  ho u n d s
will n eve r  fac e  t h a t .”

The  e n e my h a d  r u s h e d  forw a r d  a s  ou r  m e n  fell b a ck,
a n d  I w a s  al mos t  in t h ei r  mids t,  t h u s  p ro t e c t e d  to
a  consid e r a ble  ex t e n t  fro m  t h e  ligh t ning  p rojec tile,
a g ain s t  w hich  alon e  I h a d  no  d efe nc e.   H a n d  to
h a n d  I w a s  a  m a t c h  for  m o r e  t h a n  on e  o r  t wo  of my a s s aila n t s ,
t hou g h  on  t his  occ a sion  I wo r e  no  d efe nsive  a r m o ur,
a n d  t h ey w e r e  cl ad  in  s hi r t s  of woven  wi r e  al mos t
a b solu t ely p roof a g ain s t  t h e  s p e a r  in  h a n d s  like  t h ei r s .

To di e  t h us ,  to  die  for  h e r  u n d e r  h e r  eyes ,  le aving
to  h e r  widow e d  life  a  living  tok e n  of ou r  love—w h a t
m o r e  could  Allah  g r a n t ,  w h a t  b e t t e r  could  a  love r
a n d  a  soldie r  d e si r e?   The r e  w a s  no  ho nour, a n d
lit tle  to  s a tisfy eve n  t h e  p a s sion  of ven g e a n c e,  in
t h e  s wo r d-s t roke s  t h a t  clove  on e  e n e my fro m  t h e  s hould e r
to  t h e  w ais t ,  s mo t e  h alf t h ro u g h  t h e  n e ck  of a  s econ d,
a n d  laid t wo  o r  t h r e e  m o r e  d e a d  o r  dying  a t  my  fee t .  
If t h e  w eigh t  of t h e  s wor d  w e r e  ligh t e r  h e r e  t h a n  on
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E a r t h ,  t h e  a r m  t h a t  wielde d  it  h a d  b e e n  t r ain e d  in
ve ry diffe r e n t  w a rfa r e ,  a n d  poss e s s e d  a  s t r e n g t h  w hic h
m a d e  t h e  co m b a t  so  u n e q u al  t h a t ,  h a d  no  o th e r  life
h u n g  on  my blows, I s ho uld  h ave  b e e n  a s h a m e d  to  s t r ike.  
As I p a u s e d  for  a  m o m e n t  u n d e r  t his  feeling,  I no t e d
t h a t ,  ou t side  t h e  s p ac e  h alf cle a r e d  by  sla u g h t e r
a n d  by t e r ror, t h e  b e a r e r s  of t h e  ligh t ning  g u n  w e r e
for min g  a  so r t  of s e mici rcle,  e m b a r r a s s e d  by t h e  co m r a d e s
d rive n  b ack  u po n  t h e m,  b u t  d r a win g  m o m e n t a rily n e a r er,
a n d  s e eking  to  e nclos e  b efo r e  firing  t h e  objec t  of
t h ei r  ai m.   They would  h ave  s h a t t e r e d  my  h e a r t
a n d  h e a d  in  a no t h e r  ins t a n t  b u t  t h a t—s p rin gin g
on  t h e  p rojec ting  s ton e  of w hich  I h ave  s poke n,  w hich
r ais e d  h e r  to  my level—Eve e n a  h a d  flung
h e r  a r m s  a ro u n d  m e,  a n d  s h el t e r e d  my p e r so n  wi t h  h e r
ow n.   This, a n d  t h e  confusion,  di sconc e r t e d  t h e
ai m  of m os t  of t h e  a s s ailan t s.   The  ro a r  a n d  flas h
h alf s t u n n e d  m e  for  a  m o m e n t;—t h e n,  a s  I
c a u g h t  h e r  in my  left  a r m,  I b e c a m e  a w a r e  t h a t  i t
w a s  b u t  h e r  lifeles s  for m  t h a t  I cl as p e d  to  my b r e a s t .  
Giving  h e r  life  for  mi n e,  s h e  h a d  m a d e  min e  wo r s e  t h a n
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wo r t hl e s s.   My s wor d  fell for  a  m o m e n t  fro m  my
h a n d,  r e t ain e d  only by  t h e  w ris t-kno t ,  a s  I pl ac e d
h e r  g e n tly a n d  t e n d e rly on  t h e  g ro u n d,  r e s ting  a g ains t
t h e  s to n e  w hich  h a d  e n a ble d  h e r  to  effec t  t h e  s a c rifice
I a s  lit tl e  d e si r e d  a s  d e s e rve d.   The n,  g r a s ping
my  w e a po n  a g ain,  a n d  s ho u ting  ins tinc tively t h e  w a r-c ry
of a no t h e r  wo rld,  I s p r a n g  in to  t h e  mids t  of t h e  e n e my. 
At t h e  s a m e  m o m e n t ,  “E nt  an  Clazin ta”
(To m e  t h e  Zin t a), c rie d  t h e  Chief b e hind;  a n d  h aving
r allied  t h e  b rok e n  r a nks,  eve n  b efor e  t h e  sigh t  of
Eve e n a’s fall h a d  ins pi r e d  r eckles s  fu ry in
t h e  pl ac e  of p a nic  confusion,  h e  led  on  t h e  Zvel t a u,
t h e  s p e a r  in h a n d  el eva t e d  ove r  t h ei r  h e a d s,  a n d  poin t e d
a t  t h e  u n p ro t ec t e d  faces  of t h e  e n e my.  Expos e d
to  t h e  cold  s t e el  o r  it s  M a r ti al e q uivalen t ,  t h e  la t t er,
a s  I h a d  p r e dic t e d,  b rok e  a t  onc e .   My s wor d  did
its  p a r t  in  t h e  fray.  They sc a r c ely foug h t ,  n ei t h e r
did  t h ey  fling  dow n  t h ei r  w e a po ns.   Bu t  in t h a t
m o m e n t  n ei th e r  force  no r  s u r r e n d e r  wo uld  h ave  availed
t h e m.   We g ave  no  q u a r t e r  to  wo u n d e d  o r  u n wo u n d e d
foe.   Wh e n,  for  lack  of objec t s ,  I d ro p p e d  t h e
poin t  of my  s t r e a min g  s wor d,  I s a w  E n do  Za m p t a  alive
a n d  u n wo u n d e d  in t h e  h a n d s  of t h e  victo r s.

“Cow a r d,  scou n d r el, m u r d e r e r !” I c ried.  
“You s h all die  a  m o r e  t e r rible  d e a t h  t h a n  t h a t
w hich  you r  ow n  s ava g e  law p r e s c rib es  for  c ri m e s  like
you r s .   Bind  hi m; h e  s h all h a n g  fro m  my vess el
in  t h e  ai r  till I s e e  fit to  le t  hi m  fall!  For
t h e  r e s t ,  s e e  t h a t  no n e  a r e  left  a live  to  bo a s t  w h a t
t h ey h ave  do n e  t his  d ay.”

S t r u g gling  a n d  sc r e a min g,  t h e  Reg e n t  w a s  d r a g g e d  to
t h e  s u m mit,  a n d  h u n g  by t h e  w ais t ,  a s  I h a d  t h r e a t e n e d,
fro m  t h e  e n t r a nc e  win dow  of t h e  Ast ro n a u t .   Es mo’s
body a n d  t hos e  of t h e  o th e r  slain  a m o n g  t h e  Zvelt a u
h a d  b e e n  r ais e d,  a n d  ou r  co m r a d e s  w e r e  a bo u t  to  c a r ry
t h e m  to  t h e  c a r ri a g e s  a n d  r e move  t h e m  ho m e w a r d.  
F ro m  t h e  w a r d ro b e  of t h e  Ast ron a u t ,  fu rnis h e d  a n e w
for  ou r  voyag e,  I b ro u g h t  a  long  soft  t h e r n e-cloak,
in t e n d e d  for  Eve e n a’s co mfor t;  a n d  w r a p p e d  in
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it  a ll t h a t  w a s  left  to  u s  of t h e  lovelies t  for m  a n d
t h e  no ble s t  h e a r t  t h a t  in two  worlds  eve r  b elong e d
to  wo m a n.   I s h r e d  on e  long  soft  t r e s s  of mi n gled
gold  a n d  b ro w n  fro m  t hos e  wi th  w hich  my h a n d  h a d  pl aye d;
I kiss e d  for  t h e  las t  t im e  t h e  lips  t h a t  h a d  so  of te n
cou ns elled,  pl e a d e d,  soo th e d,  a n d  n eve r  s poke n  a  wo r d
t h a t  h a d  b e t t e r  b e e n  left  u n s aid.   The n,  veiling
fac e  a n d  for m  in t h e  soft  dow n,  I c alled  a ro u n d  m e
a g ain  t h e  b r e t h r e n  w ho  h a d  falle n  b a ck  ou t  of sig h t
of my las t  fa r e w ell, a n d  g av e  t h e  co r p s e  in to  t h ei r
c h a r g e .   Tu r nin g  wit h  r e s tl e s s  e a g e r n e s s  fro m
t h e  a go ny, w hich  eve n  t h e  s u d d e n  s hock  t h a t  r e n d e r e d
m e  h alf inse n sible  could  no t  d e a d e n  in to  e n d u r a ble
p ain,  to  t h e  p a s sion  of r eve n g e,  I led  t wo  o r  t h r e e
of ou r  p a r ty to  t h e  foot  of t h e  ladd e r  b e n e a t h  t h e
e n t r a n c e  window  of my vess el, a n d  w a s  a bo u t  in t h ei r
p r e s e n c e  to  explain  his  fa t e  m o r e  fully to  t h e  s t r u g gling,
howling  vic tim,  h alf m a d  wi th  p ro t r a c t e d  t e r ror. 
Bu t  a t  t h a t  m o m e n t  my p u r pos e  w a s  a r r e s t e d .   I
h a d  of t e n  r e p e a t e d  to  Eve e n a  p a s s a g e s  fro m  t hos e  Ter r e s t ri al
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wo rks  w hos e  p u r po r t  m os t  r e s e m ble d  t h a t  of t h e  mys tic
les sons  s h e  so  d e e ply p rize d; a n d  wo r ds ,  on  w hich  in
life  s h e  h a d  e s p e ci ally d w el t ,  s e e m e d  no w  to  b e  w his p e r e d
in my e a r  o r  my  h e a r t  by  t h e  voice  w hich  wi t h  bodily
s e n s e  I could  n eve r  h e a r  a g ain:— “Veng e a nc e
is Min e;  I will r e p ay.”  The  a b solu t e  con t rol
of my  will a n d  conscie nc e ,  wo n  by h e r  p e rfec t  p u ri ty
a n d  u nfailing  r ec ti t u d e,  ou tla s t e d  Eve e n a’s
life.  Tu r ning  to  h e r  m u r d e r e r—

“You s h all die ,” I s aid,  “bu t  you
s h all di e  no t  by  r eve n g e  b u t  by t h e  law; a n d  no t  by
your  ow n  law, b u t  by  t h a t  w hich,  forbidding  t h a t  to r t u r e
s h all a d d  to  t h e  s ting  of d e a t h,  co m m a n d s  t h a t  ’Whoso
s h e d d e t h  m a n’s  blood,  by  m a n  s h all his  blood
b e  s h e d.’  Yet I c a n no t  give  you  a  soldie r’s
d e a t h ,” a s  my m e n  levelled  t h ei r  w e a po n s.  
Cu t ting  t h e  co r d  t h a t  bo u n d  hi m,  a n d  g r a s pin g  hi m
fro m  b e hin d,  I flung  t h e  w r e t c h  for t h  fro m  t h e  s u m mit
fa r  in to  t h e  ai r;  w ell a s s u r e d  t h a t  h e  wo uld  n eve r
feel t h e  blow t h a t  wo uld  dis miss  his  so ul to  it s  las t
a c co u n t ,  b efo r e  t h a t  Tribu n al to  w hos e  jud g m e n t  hi s
vic tim  h a d  a p p e ale d.   The n  I e n t e r e d  t h e  vess el,
w ave d  my h a n d  in fa r e w ell to  my co m r a d e s ,  a n d,  p u t ti ng
t h e  m a c hin e ry  in a c tion,  ro s e  fro m  t h e  s u rf ac e  a n d
p r e p a r e d  to  q ui t  a  wo rld  w hich  now  h eld  no t hing  t h a t
could  d e t ain  o r  r e c al m e .

CHAPTER XXX — FAREWELL!

My t a sk  w a s  no t  q ui t e  do n e.   I t  w a s  w ell for  m e
in t h e  fi r s t  m o m e n t s  of t his  n e w  soli tu d e ,  of t his
m a d d e ning  a go ny, t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  ins t a n t  wo rk  imp e r a tively
d e m a n ding  t h e  a t t e n tion  of t h e  min d  a s  w ell a s  t h e
exe rcise  of t h e  body.  I h a d  fir s t ,  by  m e a n s  of
t h e  ai r  p u m p,  to  fill t h e  ves s el wit h  a n  a t mos p h e r e
a s  d e n s e  a s  t h a t  in w hich  I h a d  b e e n  bo r n  a n d  lived
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so  long; t h e n  to  clos e  t h e  e n t r a nc e  window  a n d  s e al
it  h e r m e tic ally, a n d  t h e n  to  a r r a n g e  t h e  s t e e rin g
g e ar.  To co m ple t e  t h e  fi r s t  t a sk  m o r e  e a sily,
I a r r e s t e d  t h e  m o tion  of t h e  vess el till s h e  ro s e
only a  few fee t  p e r  min u t e .   Whils t  e m ploye d  on
t h e  ai r  p u m p,  I b e c a m e  s u d d e nly a w a r e ,  by  t h a t  ins tinc t
by  w hich  m os t  m e n  h ave  b e e n  a t  on e  ti m e  o r  a no t h e r
w a r n e d  of t h e  u n exp ec t e d  p roximity of frien d  o r  foe,
t h a t  I w a s  no t  alon e.   Tur ning  a n d  looking  in t h e
di r e c tion  of t h e  e n t r a n c e ,  I s aw, o r  t hou g h t  I s aw,
onc e  m o r e  t h e  P r e s e nc e  b e h eld  in t h e  H all of t h e  Zin t a.  
Bu t  co m m a n ding,  e n t h r alling  a s  w e r e  t hos e  eyes,  t h ey
could  no t  now  r e t ain  my a t t e n tion; for  b e sid e  t h a t
figu r e  a p p e a r e d  on e  w hos e  p r e s e n c e  in  life  o r  d e a t h
lef t  m e  no  t ho u g h t  for  a u g h t  b e sid e.   I s p r a n g
forw a r d,  s e e m e d  to  touc h  h e r  h a n d,  to  clas p  h e r  for m,
to  r e a c h  t h e  lips  I b e n t  my  h e a d  to  m e e t:—a n d
t h e n,  in t h e  mids t  of t h e  b righ t  s u nligh t ,  a  m o m e n t a ry
d a rk n e s s  veiled  all fro m  my ey es.   Lifting  my
h e a d,  how ever, my  gla nc e  fell, t h ro u g h  t h e  win dow  to
w hich  t h e  Vision  h a d  d r a w n  m e,  di r ec tly u po n  Ec a sfe
a n d  u po n  t h e  ho m e  fro m  w hic h  I h a d  t ak e n  h e r  w hos e
r e m ains  w e r e  no w  b ein g  c a r ri ed  b a ck  t hi th er. 
S n a tc hing  u p  my field-gl a s s,  I s c a n n e d  t h e  sc e n e  of
w hich  I h a d  t h u s  c a u g h t  a  m o m e n t a ry a n d  co nfus e d  glim ps e.  
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The  roof w a s  occ u pied  by  a  sco r e  of m e n  a r m e d  wi t h
t h e  ligh t ning  w e a po n,  a n d  a m o n g  t h e m  gla nc e d  t h e  familia r
b a d g e—t h e  b a n d  a n d  silve r  s t ar.  Cla m b e rin g
ove r  t h e  w alls  of t h e  wide  e nclos u r e ,  a n d  t h r e a t e ning
to  s to r m  t h e  ho u s e ,  w e r e  a  m o b  p e r h a p s  a  t ho us a n d
in n u m b er, m a ny of t h e m  si mila rly a r m e d,  t h e  r e s t
wi th  s t aves,  s p e a r s ,  o r  s uc h  r u d e  w e a po ns  a s  c h a n c e
mig h t  affo rd.   Two min u t e s  b ro u g h t  m e  im m e dia t ely
ove r  t h e m.   In  a no t h er, I w a s  d e s c e n din g  m o r e
r a pidly t h a n  p r u d e n c e  wo uld  h av e  s u g g e s t e d.   The
s t rife  s e e m e d  for  a  m o m e n t  to  c e a s e ,  a s  on e  of t h e
c row d  poin t e d,  no t  to  t h e  imp e n ding  d e s t r uc tion  ove r h e a d,
b u t  to  so m e  objec t  a p p a r e n tly a t  a n  e q u al  el eva tion
to  w e s t w a r d.   A s ho u t  of w elco m e  fro m  t h e  r e m aining
d efe n d e r s  of t h e  ho us e  c alled  r igh t  u p w a r d  t h e  eyes
of t h ei r  a s s ailan t s.   For  a n  ins t a n t  t h ey fel t
t h e  bi t t e r n e s s  of d e a t h;  a  c ry of a go ny a n d  t e r ro r
t h a t  pie r c e d  eve n  t h e  t hick w alls  a n d  window s  of t h e
Ast ron a u t  r e ac h e d  my e a r s .   The n  a  violen t  s hock
t h r e w  m e  fro m  my fee t .   S p rin gin g  u p,  I kn e w  w h a t
w holes al e  sla u g h t e r  h a d  av e n g e d  Eve e n a  a n d  h e r  fa t h er,
p r e s e rve d  h e r  fa mily, a n d  given  a  las t  vic to ry to
t h e  Sy m bol s h e  so  r eve r e d .   In  a no t h e r  ins t a n t
I w a s  on  t h e  roof, a n d  my h a n d s  cla s p e d  in Zulve’s.

“We know,” s h e  s aid.   “Ou r  d a rling’s
e s v e  b ro u g h t  u s  a  line  t h a t  told  all; a n d  w h a t
is lef t  of t hos e  w ho  w e r e  all to  m e ,  of h e r  w ho  w a s
so  m u c h  to  you, will now  b e  r e t u r n e d  to  u s  al mos t
a t  onc e .”

We w e r e  in t e r r u p t e d .   A c ry d r e w  my  eyes  to  t h e
righ t ,  w h e r e ,  s p ringin g  fro m  a  b alloon  to  t h e  c a r
of w hich  w a s  a t t a c h e d  a  h u g e  flag  e m blazon e d  wi t h
t h e  c ri mso n  a n d  silve r  colou r s  of t h e  S uz e r ain,  E r gi mo
s tood  b efo r e  u s.

“I a m  too  la t e ,” h e  s aid,  “to s ave
life; in tim e  only to  p u t  a n  e n d  to  r e b ellion  a n d
av e r t  m u r d er.  The  P rinc e  h a s  fulfilled  hi s  p ro mis e
to  you; h a s  r e p e al e d  t h e  law t h a t  w a s  to  b e  a  w e a po n
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in  t h e  h a n d s  t h a t  ai m e d  a t  his  life a n d  t h ro n e,  a s
a t  t h e  S t a r  a n d  it s  c hild r e n .   The  t r ai to r s ,  s ave
on e,  t h e  wor s t ,  h ave  m e t  by  t his  tim e  t h ei r  jus t  doo m. 
Tha t  on e  I a m  h e r e  to  a r r e s t .   But  w h e r e  is ou r
Chief?  And,” no ticing  for  t h e  fir s t  ti m e
t h e  g ro u p  of wo m e n,  w ho  in t h e  violenc e  of al a r m  a n d
a go ny of so r ro w  h a d  b u r s t  for  onc e  u ncon sciously t h e
r e s t r ain t s  of a  life tim e—“w h e r e  ... 
Are  you  alon e?”

“Alone  for  ever,” I s aid; a n d  a s  I s poke
t h e  p roc e ssion  t h a t  wit h  b a r e  a n d  b e n t  h e a d s  c a r ri e d
t wo  veiled  for m s  in to  t h e  p e ris tyle  b elow told  all
h e  sou g h t  to  know.  I n e e d  no t  d w ell on  t h e  sc e n e
t h a t  followe d.   I s c a r c ely r e m e m b e r  a ny t hin g,
till a  c h e s t  of gold,  b e a ring  t h e  ciph e r  w hich  t ho u g h
s eldo m  s e e n  I kn e w  so  w ell, w a s  pl ac e d  in my h a n d s.  
I t u r n e d  to  Zulve,  a n d  to  E r gi mo, w ho  s tood  b e sid e
h er.

“H ave  you  n e e d  of m e ?” I s aid.   “If
I c a n  s e rve  h e r  ho u s e  I will r e m ain  willingly, a n d
a s  long  a s  I c a n  h elp  o r  co mfo r t .”
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“No,” r e plied  E r gi mo; for  Zulve  could
no t  s p e a k.   “The  ho us e hold  of Clavel t a  a r e
s afe  a n d  ho no u r e d  h e n c efo r t h  a s  no  o t h e r  in t h e  lan d.  
So m e t hin g  w e  m u s t  a sk  of hi m  w ho  is, a t  a ny r a t e  for
t h e  p r e s e n t ,  t h e  h e a d  of t his  ho u s e hold,  a n d  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a tive
of t h e  Fou n d e r’s line a g e.   I t  m ay  b e ,”
h e  w his p e r e d ,  “th a t  a no t h e r”  (an d  his  eye s
fell on  t h e  veiled  for m s  w hos e  pink  ro b e s  cove r e d
wi th  d a rk  c rim so n  g a uze  indic a t e d  t h e  youn g e r  m a t ro n s
of t h e  fa mily) “m ay ye t  give  to  t h e  Child r e n
of t h e  S t a r  t h a t  n a t u r al  h ei r  to  t h e  Sign e t  w e  h a d
ho p e d  fro m  you r  ow n  ho u s e hold.   Bu t  t h e  Ord e r
c a n no t  r e m ain  h e a dles s.”

H e r e  Zulve,  a p p ro a c hin g,  g ave  in to  my  h a n d  t h e  Sig n e t
u n cla s p e d  fro m  h e r  h u s b a n d’s a r m  e r e  t h e  coffe r
w a s  clos e d  u po n  his  for m.   I u n d e r s tood  h e r  m e a nin g;
a n d,  a s  for  t h e  t im e  t h e  sole  m ale  r e p r e s e n t a tive  of
t h e  ho u s e ,  I clas p e d  it on  t h e  a r m  of t h e  Chief w ho
s ucc e e d e d  to  Es mo’s r a nk,  a n d  to  w ho m  I felt
t h e  c a r e  of Es mo’s ho us e  mig h t  b e  s afely left .  
The  d u e  ho no u r  p aid  to  hi s  n e w  office,  I t u r n e d  to
d e p a r t .   The n  for  t h e  fir s t  ti m e  my eye s  fell
on  t h e  u nveiled  cou n t e n a n c e  a n d  d roopin g  for m  of on e
u nlike,  ye t  so  like  Eve e n a—h e r  favou ri t e
a n d  n e a r e s t  sis t er, Zevle.  I h eld  ou t  my  h a n d;
b u t ,  e m o tion  ove rco min g  t h e  h a bi t s  of r e s e rve,  s h e
t h r e w  h e r s elf in to  my a r m s ,  a n d  h e r  t e a r s  fell on
my  boso m,  h a r dly fas t e r  t h a n  my ow n  a s  I s toop e d  a n d
kis s e d  h e r  b row.  I h a d  no  voice  to  s p e a k  my  fa r e w ell. 
Bu t  a s  t h e  Ast ron a u t  ro s e  for  t h e  las t  ti m e  fro m  t h e
g ro u n d,  t h e  voices  of my  b r e t h r e n  c h a n t e d  in  a di e u
t h e  las t  few line s  of t h e  fa milia r  for m ula—

  “Pea c e  b e  you r s  no  forc e  c a n  b r e a k,
   Pe ac e  no t  De a t h  h a t h  pow e r  to  s h a k e;”

*       *       *       *  
    *

  “Pea c e  fro m  p e ril, fear, a n d  p ain;

583



   Pe ac e—u n til w e  m e e t  a g ain!  
   N o t  b efo r e  t h e  sc ulp t u r e d  s ton e,
   Bu t  t h e  All-Co m m a n d e r’s Th ron e.”

[Footno t e  1:   Qy. [GREEK:  a po], fro m,  [GREEK: 
e r gos], wo rk—a s  e n-e r gy?]

[Footno t e  2:   The  ch e mic al no t a tion  of t h e  MS.
is u nfor t u n a t ely diffe r e n t  fro m  a ny know n  to  a ny ch e mis t
of my  a c q u ain t a n c e ,  a n d  u t t e rly u n d e ciph e r a ble.]

[Footno t e  3:   Las t  figu r e s  illegible:  t h e
ye a r  is p ro b a bly 1 8 3.]

[Footno t e  4:   The s e  dis t a n c es  a r e  give n  in  Ro m a n
m e a s u r e s  a n d  ro u n d  n u m b e r s  no t  e a sy  of ex ac t  r e n d e rin g.]

[Footno t e  5:   In  1 8 3 0  o r  t h e r e a bo u t s.—ED.]

[Footno t e  6:   The  M a r ti al ye a r  is 6 8 7  of ou r  d ays,
a n d  eig h t  M a r ti al ye a r s  a r e  n e a rly e q uivale n t  to  fift ee n
Ter r e s t ri al.  Rou g hly, a n d  in ro u n d  n u m b e r s ,  t h e
ti m e  figu r e s  give n  m ay  b e  m ul tiplied  by t wo  to  r e d u c e
t h e m  to  Ter r e s t ri al p e riods.—ED.]

[Footno t e  7:   S ay fifty-sixth; in  effec t,  fiftie t h.—N a r r a tor.]

[Footno t e  8:   Eq uivale n t  in  ti m e  to  nin e ty-t h r e e
a n d  for ty-s eve n  wi th  u s;  in  effec t  co r r e s po n din g  to
eig h ty a n d  for ty.]

[Footno t e  9:   About  nin e ty; in t im e,  on e  h u n d r e d
a n d  six.]

[Footno t e  1 0:   S eve n ty; in ti m e,  eig h ty-t h r e e .—N arra tor .]
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[Footno t e  1 1:   The  c e n t u ri e s,  h u n d r e d s ,  t ho us a n d s,
e t c ., a p p e a r  to  r e p r e s e n t  m ul tiple s  of t w elve,
no t  t e n.—ED.]

[Footno t e  1 2:   Aluminiu m?—ED.]

[Footno t e  1 3:   H e r e ,  a n d  h e r e  only, t h e  n a m e  is
w ri t t e n  in full; b u t  t h e  fi r s t  p a r t  is blu r r e d.  
I t  m ay  b e  Alius  (Ali), Julius  (Jules), Elias,  o r  m ay
r e p r e s e n t  a ny on e  of a  doze n  E n glish  s u r n a m e s.  
The  single  cip h er, e m ployed  el s e w h e r e  t h row s  no  ligh t
on  it.—ED.]

[Tra ns c ribe r’s N o t e s:   A p a g e  w a s  to r n  in
ou r  p rin t  copy, c a u sin g  a  few line s  in Ch a p t e r  I to
b e  illegible.   The  missing  wo r ds  h ave  b e e n  indica t e d
wi th  [***].  Also, “au t hyp no tis m” w a s
co r r ec t e d  to  “au to hypno tis m.”]      
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